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Poultry  Shows. 

Koyal  Dublin  Society's  SprtPg  Show,  April  18« 
and  three  following  days.  Assistant  Secretary, 
W.  E.  Steele,  Esq.,  M.B.    Entries  close  April  3. 

I     Malvern «  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Wednes- 
I  day  and  Thursday,  the  13th  and  14th  of  Septem- 
ber.   Honorary  Secretary,  T.  MeCann,   Esq., 
Graham  House,  Malvern.   Entries  close  AngvuBt 
I  19th. 

We  thallfeel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com" 
mitteee  of  Poultry  Shows  will  fawmr  U9  wUk 
early  impressions  qfthe  Schedules, 


That  Poultry  has  of  late  assumed  a 
position  of  more  importance  than  was  ex- 
pected, even  by  its  most  saoguino  advo- 
cates, is  an  admitted  fact.  This  result 
need  astonish  no  one,  when  it  is  considered 
that  a  subject,  heretofore  neglected,  has  at 
length  come  before  the  public  urging  its 
legitimate  claims,  and  that  the  taste  of  the 
public  is  generally  admitted  to  be,  in  the 
main,  a  correct  one. 

After  a  successful  beginning,  and  after 
five  years  of  continued,  or  we  may  say 
increasing,  enthi>siasm  in  the  pursuit  of 
poutry  knowledge,  while  shows,  amateurs, 
and  exhibitors  have  multiplied,  no  journal 
has  appeared  as  its  exclusive  advocate.  It 
has  been  an  adjunet  to  many  highly  re- 
spectable and  talented  periodicals ;  but  con- 
tributors on  poultry  matters  have  perforce 
been  content  with  nooks  ^nd  comere^  and 
some  articles,  replete  wit^  truth  and  valu- 
able information,  hare  submitted  to  muti- 


lation, or^  from  press  of  matter  or  vice  of 
form  or  composition,  have  been  altogether 
cast  aside. 

Believing  such  a  state  of  things  to  be  in- 
compatible with  the  present  position  of  the 
question,  a  few  amateurs  have  determined 
to  try  whether  something  better  may  not 
be  done  for  their  favourite  pursuit.  The 
result  is  the  appearance  of  this,  their  iirst 
sheet.  As  from  those  who  come  before 
the  public  a  profession  of  faith  is  expected, 
we  would  say — 

We  are  the  organ  of  no  party.  We  wish 
to  claim  every  amateur,  every  exhibitor, 
and  every  society  in  England  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  friends  and  patrons. 
We  offer  no  fine  writing ;  we  ask  the  con- 
tributions of  all  who  have  anything  to 
publish  of  general  interest.  Our  letter- 
box will  be  open  to  all  friends,  and  we 
shall  always  be  glad  to  see  it  full.  Every 
inquiry  shall  be  answered  to  the  best  of 
our  ability.  We  offer  and  expect  the  most 
perfect  courtesy,  even  where  differences 
exist  or  may  arise :  on  no  other  terms 
will  anything  appear  in  our  columns. 

We  believe  we  supply  a  "  want "  in  the 
poultry  world,  and  therefore  come  forward 
with  confidence. 

We  would  wish  to  be  a  "Journal  of 
plain  things,"  accessible  both  in  price  and 
matter  to  all  classes. 

We  believe  the  poultry  question  may 
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be  turned  much  to  the  advantage  of  the 
agricultural  cottage  population  of  this 
country ;  the  subject  will  often  appear  in 
our  columns,  and  we  ask  the  assistance  of 
the  rural  clergy  in  carrying  out  our  ideas. 


A  Few  Words  on  Fheasaiitries. 

Much  misapprehension  exists  about 
these  in  general.  They  are  of  two  sorts  ; 
those  required  for  a  pair  or  two  of  gold  or 
silver  pheasants,  and  those  required  for 
breeding  the  birds  intended  to  stock  or 
replenish  the  covert^. 

It  is  of  the  latter  we  would  speak  in 
this  paper. 

A  pheasantry  should  never  be  a  perma- 
nent building.  Change  is  necessary  for 
the  health  of  the  birds,  and  often  called 
for  by  other  circumstances,  which  could 
not  be  foreseen  at  the  time  of  the  erection. 
The  least  expensive  is  at  the  same  time  the 
most  useful  plan,  and  it  is  as  follows  :— 

For  a  cock  and  three  hens,  the  laying- 
pen  should  be  from  eighteen  to  twenty 
feet  long,  by  twelve  wide.  If  there  are 
bushes  or  brambles  on  the  ground,  no 
other  covering  is  necessary  for  the  birds 
to  hide  in  or  for  the  hens  to  lay  ;  if  such 
does  not  exist,  a  place  should  be  hollowed 
out,  about  six  feet  by  two,  shelving  to  a 
depth  of  four  or  hve  inches  in  the  middle, 
and  filled  with  dry  sand.  They  dust  them- 
selves in  it,  and  the  hens  lay  their  eggs 
there.  If  there  be  no  bushes,  a  felled  fir- 
tree  should  be  thrown  over  the  excavated 
spot ;  or  a  pole  may  be  placed  on  two  up- 
rights thirty  inches  from  the  ground,  and 
bavins  or  fagots  laid  against  it  on  each 
side,  to  afford  them  a  covert  or  a  hiding- 
place. 

The  pen  should  be  surrounded  by  hur- 
dles, made  of  oak  laths,  seven  feet  high, 
and  nailed  on  cross-pieces  at  the  top  and 
bottom.  The  laths  should  be  one  inch 
wide  and  one  inch  apart,  and  care  must  be 
taken  that  they  touch  the  ground  every- 
where.   They  are  fastened  to  stout  poles. 


securely  ^driven  into  the  ground.  These 
hurdles  may  be  made  of  any  size,  but  are 
usually  six  feet  long,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  which  is  three  feet  less,  in  order  to 
admit  a  door  of  that  width,  which,  made 
of  the  same  material  and  in  the  same  man- 
ner, is  fastened  to  one  of  the  posts  and 
shuts  against  another  :  for  tliis  reason,  the 
door  should  always  be  in  the  comer  of  the 
pen. 

This  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  a  laying- 
pen  for  pheasants ;  and  the  advantages  are, 
first,  cheapness,  and  secondly  convenience, 
because,  when  the  breeding  season  is  over, 
and  the  birds  are  either  turned  out  or  put 
together  in  the  large  pens  for  the  winter, 
the  hurdles  occupy  but  little  space,  and 
can  be  In  id  by  in  a  loft  or  barn,  till  re- 
quired the  next  year.  It  also  gives  facili- 
ties for  changing  the  ground  for  pens, 
which  all  breeders  know  to  be  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  birds,  and  most  con- 
ducive to  health  and  consequent  success. 

A.  R. 

A  few  Hints  to  Committees  of  Poultry 
Shows. 

In  these  poultry-loving  days,  it  may  be 
somewhat  interesting  to  your  readers  to 
peruse  a  few  "  jottings-by-the-way  "  that 
have  engaged  the  attention  of  one  whose 
connection  with  poultry  exhibitions  during 
the  past  year  has  been  somewhat  exten- 
sive. I  will  presuppose  that  a  few  admirers 
of  poultry  generally  wish  to  institute  an 
exhibition  in  a  locality  where  nothing  of 
the  kind  has  been  hitherto  attempted. 

It  will  be  an  obvious  fact,  that,  to  be 
permanently  successful,  it  is  imperative 
that  it  should  be  self-supporting.  To  pro- 
cure this  desirable  end,  the  following  ar- 
rangements are  essential : — There  must  be 
a  liberal  prize-list.  This  secures  not  only 
a  numerous  entry,  but,  what  is  far  more 
important,  the  exhibition  oifirst-clcLSS  poul- 
try ;  for  I  beg  to  assure  committees,  that 
unless  superior  fowls  enter  the  lists  (there- 
by engagmg  public  curiosity),  the  pecu- 
niary success  will  prove  very  questionable. 
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Some  positive  arrangement  should  also  be 
insurea,  by  which  each  particular  member 
of  the  committee  should  fulfil  the  super- 
intendence of  some  single  department ;  for 
it  must  be  remembered,  that  though  in 
theory  the  management  of  a  poultry  show 
is  all  pleasant  enough,  in  practice,  dif- 
ficulties frequently  arise  that  were  never 
anticipated  :  hence  it  is,  the  gentlemen 
who  are  "ambitious  for  office"  will  do 
well  to  keep  in  memory,  that  occasionally 
they  must  "put  their  shoulder  to  tlie 
wheel,"  as  well  as  direct  others^  even 
though  care  may  have  been  already  taken 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  numerous  and 
vigorous  staflF  of  subordinates. 

In  the  selection  of  a  building  for  the 
purposes  of  the  exhibitipn,  it  is  highly 
important  that  not  only  a  perfect  ventila- 
tion should  be  secured,  but  also  an  equality 
of  lighty  as  far  as  possible,  for  every  pen 
that  may  compete.  Angry  and  sore  have 
oft-times  been  the  complaints  on  the  latter 
head  that  have  reached  my  ears  from 
exhibitors,  the  misfoi-tunes  of  whose  fowls 
it  has  been  to  occupy  a  coop  where  even 
their  bodily  presence  was  at  first  sight 
doubtful.  That  persons  whose  poultry 
are  thus  situated  should  think  they  have 
just  cause  for  complaint,  is  natural,  es- 
pecially if  their  favourites  are  exhibited 
in  the  Hamburg,  Sebright,  or  any  other 
class  in  which  the  ground-colour  and 
markings  are  important  points,  both  with 
reference  to  the  awards  of  the  judges 
and  the  likelihood  of  sale  when  they  are 
at  length  submitted  to  the  public.  Where 
it  is  possible,  I  am  myself  quite  the  ad- 
vocate of  a  single  row  of  pens  (not  a  double 
row,  placed  one  upon  the  otner),  for  it  is 
well  known  by  practised  exhibitors,  to 
how  much  superior  advantage  fowls  ex- 
hibit when  placed  near  the  eye^  than  in  a 
dark«  dismal-looking  pen  in  the  bottom 
story.  When  the  show  is  thronged  with 
visitors,  it  is  certain  the  lower  competitors 
often  escape  observation  nearly  altogether, 
more  especially  if  the  avenues  are  some- 
what circumscribed  for  width  between  the 
pens.    If  the  top  of  the  pens  is  wire- work. 


instead  of  wood,  it  is,  of  course,  decidedly 
preferable,  especially  if  the  show  is  open 
in  the  evening.  If  two  rows  (an  upper 
and  an  under  one)  are  a  compulsory  ar- 
rangement, I  suggest  that  if  an  exhibitor 
sends  more  than  one  pen  in  a  class,  his 
fowls  should  be  equally  divided  as  regards 
advantages.  If  possible,  it  is  well  to  avoid 
the  introduction  of  either  geese,  ducks,  or 
any  waterfowl  in  the  upper  pens,  as  they 
cause  sad  annoyance  to  those  whose  ill- 
luck  it  is  to  occupy  a  less-elevated  position. 
Another  most  ill-judged  plan  (too  gene- 
rally adopted^  is,  to  place  Bantams  in 
pens  onlv  halt  ^r  perhaps  even  less)  the 
width  of  the  otner  coops,  while  the  same 
depth  is  retained ;  experience  proves,  and 
the  slightest  reflection  will  convince  any 
one,  that,  when  huddled  together  at  the 
farther  extremity,  they,  though  the  most 
pert  and  saucy  generally,  become  all  but 
invisible.  The  water  should  be  so  sup- 
plied, that  the  fowls  cannot  paddle  in  i1^ 
and  should  be  changed  twice  each  day. 
Now  for  a  word  on  the  feeding  during 
confinement.  By  all  means,  never  adopt 
the  plan  of  hard  corn,  it  will  be  the 
source  of  much  after-regret ;  let  the  fowls 
be  fed,  as  soon  as  received,  on  barlev-meal, 
mixed  with  water,  as  thick  and  friable  as 
possible,  for  poultry  generally  strongly 
dislike  anything  that  hangs  tenaciously  to 
their  bills.  A  feed  of  this  description, 
morning  and  evening  daily,  with  a  very 
small  handful  of  light  corn  to  each  pen 
about  mid-day,  simply  to  promote  exer- 
cise, will  be  the  plan  most  likely  to  in- 
sure a  successful  issue.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  whole  com  is  adopted,  the  certain 
consequences  will  be,  numerous  cases  of 
"  crop-bound  '*  fowls  from  indigestion, 
primarily  produced  by  excitement  and 
want  of '  accustomed  exercise.  Most  cer- 
tainly, if  it  is  procurable,  by  all  means 
allow  a  little  green  food  daily  ;  in  this, 
the  difficulty  is  generally  to  obtain  a  sup- 
ply. Should  any  fowls  exhibit  symptoms 
of  debility,  let  them  immediately  have 
toast  and  ale  (bread  and  ale  will  do)  as  a 
stimulant,  for  my  experience  tells  me  that 
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oft-times  have  valuable  fowls  escaped  cer- 
tain death  by  its  application. 

At  the  late  Manchester  exhibition,  an- 
other excellent  (though  hitherto  unat- 
tempted  rule)  was  adopted:  the  absolute 
prohibition  of  sticks,  parasols,  or  um- 
brellas, in  the  hands  of  visitors.  This 
proved  to  be  a  most  popular  one  to  ofnateur 
EXHIBITORS  ;  and  the  comparative  rest 
and  quietude  of  the  whole  of  the  imprisoned 
fowls,  spoke  volumes  in  its  favour.  Sin- 
cerely do  I  hope  it  will  be  a  constant 
proviso  in  future  announcements.  It  is 
well  known  the  ill  usage  of  a  single  fowl 
at  once  raises  the  noisy  ire  of  all  the 
body  general.  I  will  guard  an  infant 
society  from  another  trouble  into  which 
many  an  unfortunate  first  attempt  has  led 
others,  viz.,  responsibility  on  their  part 
in  case  of  an  unavoidable  accident.  This 
may  be  easily  and  justly  attained  by  the 
introduction  of  a  clause  in  the  addendum 
to  the  prize-list  (when  first  issued),  which 
shall  read  thus: — "Every  possible  care 
and  attention  will  be  paid  by  the  managing 
committee  to  the  welfare  and  comfort  of 
the  poultry  intrusted  to  them  ;  but  in  case 
of  unavoidable  accidents,  they  do  not  hold 
themselves  responsible,  the  risk  being  borne 
by  the  exhibitor,  unless  it  is  proved  the 
injury  arose  from  the  negligence  of  either 
the  committee  themselves  or  their  subor- 
dinates." This  suggestion  has  already 
saved  one  committee  a  very  considerable 
sum,  in  a  case  where  the  fowls,  too,  were 
entered  at  a  hundredfold  their  intrinsic 
value :  this,  if,  adopted,  may  prove  of 
equal  value  to  others. 

The  duration  of  a  show  must  naturally 
bear  some  proportion  to  the  expenses  in- 
curred ;  but  by  all  means  limit  it  as  far  as 
possible.  This  leads  me  to  another  and 
very  important  particular  in  ray  little 
essay :  let  nothing  whatever  prevent  the 
immediate  return  of  the  poultry  the  instant 
the  exhibition  closes.  Its  fulfilment  will 
^ive  the  greatest  pleasure  to  those  most 
interested,  you  could  by  possibility  offer 
them  ;  the  reverse  will  entail  many  wrath- 
ful expressions,  and  destroy  that  confi- 


dence which  must  be  maintained,  to  war- 
rant success  in  future  years.  On  this 
account,  a  sufficient  force  is  indispensable 
to  insure  a  speedy  and  correct  return.  In 
conclusion,  as  to  the  payment  of  the  prizes, 
the  returns  for  birds  sold,  and  incidental 
expenses  of  every  kind,  let  me  remind  all 
newly-formed  committees,  they  will  not 
in  anywise  decrease  their  popularity  by  a 
full  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  the 
old  adage,  "  Short  reckonings  make  long 
friends." 

Birmingham,  E.  H. 


Cochin  China  Fowls, 

Are  they  always  to  remain  fancy  Stock,  or  are 
they  to  take  a  place  as  useful  Fowls  ? 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  see  our  poultry* 
yards  well  stocked  with  the  best  varieties 
of  fowls,  and  in  this  day  of  poultry  fancy 
there  are  few  families  which  have  not 
become  inoculated  with  a  strong  desire  at 
least  to  find  some  little  corner,  if  it  be  no 
better  than  a  kitchen  area,  in  which  to 
incarcerate  half  a  dozen  fowls  of  some 
choice  kind.  In  this  small  space,  as  many- 
chickens  are  usually  bred  as  can  possibly 
be  crowded  into  it.  For  one  fancier  to 
rear  three  hundred  is  a  matter  of  quite 
usual  occurrence,  and  we  need  only  attend 
one  of  the  poultry  sales  by  auction  which 
happen  so  often,  to  notice  that  a  sufficient 
number  is  forced  into  the  market  to  make 
the  value  very  small. 

If  you  travel  by  a  railwajr,  poultry- 
becomes  the  subject  of  conversation  among 
your  travelling  companions ;  a  crowing 
neighbour  salutes  you  fipom  another  car- 
riage, or  perhaps  a  fine  Cochin  China  is 
held  up  at  the  window  to  show  the  beauty 
of  his  points.  If  you  lose  sight  for  years 
of  some  acquaintance,  you  are  pretty,  sure 
to  meet  him  at  a  poultry  sliow,  or  to 
encounter  his  name  among  the  exhibitors* 
The  poultry  fancy  is  an  arena  on  which 
all  persons,  from  the  prince  to  the  peasant, 
meet  and  agree— or  disagree — as  the  case 
may  be.     Fowls  are,  in  fact,  in  every 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   POULTRY  CHRONICLE. 


ooe'fl  head,  in  every  one's  month,  and  in 
every  one's  way. 

Now  we  may  naturally  suppose  that  a 
community  paymg  so  much  attention  to 
poultry  must  be  well  supplied  with  eggs, 
and  tliat  in  a  metropolis  like  ours,  with  so 
many  amateurs  and  poultry-breeders  in 
its  immediate  neighbourhood,  ^e  markets 
must  be  r^ulariy  stocked  with  fresh  eggs 
at  a  moderate  price.  But  alas  for  the 
truth!  How  far  from  this  natural  sup- 
position I  In  some  dairies  in  Londoo,  «ggs, 
during  the  past  winter,  have  been  sold  for 
fourpence  each ;  and  these  were  not  fresh. 
Twopence  and  twopence  halfpenny  each 
is  the  lowest  price  for  new-laid  eggs.  Yet 
Cochin  China  fowls,  of  which  we  have  so 
many,  are  acknowledged  by  all  persons  to 
be  excellent  layers,  and  to  possess  the  good 
quality  of  giving  an  abundant  supply  of 
eggs  at  the  time  when  they  are  most  scarce 
from  other  descriptions  of  poultry. 

The  increase  in  the  consumption  of  eggs 
is  a  matter  which  cannot  be  accurately 
ascertained,  as  a  great  number  are  now 
used  by  families  keeping  fowls,  who  would 
not  have  used  so  many  when  they  were  a 
purchased  luxury ;  but  the  importation 
(as  may  be  seen  from  the  statistical  re- 
turns )  increases.  Hence  arises  the  question, 
whether  good  fowls  might  not  be  kept  with 
advantage  for  use  instead  of  for  fancy  % 
and  tUso  another,  whether,  if  Cochin  China 
fowls,  especially,  had  been  reared  and  kept 
with  reference  to  a  quality  in  which  they 
excel  most  other  kinds,  we  should  still  be 
importing  eggs  so  largely  ? 

It  has  been  frequently  remarked,  that 
Cochin  China  fowls  are  deficient  in  meat 
upon  the  breast,  but  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  all  are  not  so  ;  from  which  we 
may  infer  that  this  is  a  fault  which  might 
be  corrected  by  careful  breeding.  During 
the  three  or  four  years  in  which  these 
fowls  have  become  so  general,  what  pro- 
gress have  we  made  towards  this  desirable 
reformation  ?  Let  those  who  have  of  late 
carefully  inspected  our  poultry  exhibitions 
decide  whether  we  can  now  show  even  a« 
many    plimip,     deep-made,    square-built 


fowls  as  we  could  have  done  two  or  three 
years  ago.  Cochin  China  fowls  of  one 
uniform  shade  of  colour  throughout  are 
now  common  enough,  but  have  we  not 
**  paid  too  dear  for  our  whistle,"  and 
sacrificed  to  this  one  point  of  colour  some 
of  much  greater  utility  ? 

Would  it  not  be  very  useful  and  pro- 
fitable to  the  owners  also,  if  many  stocks 
were  to  be  established  and  kept  positively 
for  use.  Let  the  cock  which  is  selected  be 
broad,  compactly  made,  short  on  the  legs, 
deep-formed,  and  square-built,  with  a  fiul, 
broad  chest,  and  plenty  of  meat  about  the 
breastbone ;  let  hmi  come  of  a  good  laying 
stock,  and  give  him  hens  that  are  wortt^ 
of  him,  both  in  shape  and  descent.  If 
these  fowls  are  also  good  in  colour,  so 
much  the  better ;  if  they  are  no^,  never 
mind.  If  the  colour  should  be  clear  and 
pure  throughout,  discover,  if  you  can,  that 
this  beauty  has  not  been  produced  by  in- 
breeding, or  any  other  circumstance  that 
may  lead  to  disappointment.  If  they  are 
very  large,  notice  that  they  are  not  idso 
coarse;  for  it  may  be  a  circumstance  worthy 
of  observation,  whether  coarse-looking  fowls 
are  not  also  coarse  eating. 

It  seems  exceedingly  likely  that  stocks 
of  Codiin  China  fowls  thus  chosen  with 
reference  to  their  useful  instead  of  only 
to  their  fancy  properties,  would  prove 
much  more  profitable  to  their  owners  than 
raising  expensively  a  very  large  number  of 
chickens  with  the  hope  that  some  of  them 
may  reali^  fanciful  prices,  and  there  is 
no  question  whatever  that  it  would  be  an 
improvement  which  would  be  fully  ap- 
preciated, if  a  community  like  ours  could 
be  supplied  with  fresh  eegs  for  about  the 
price  now  paid  for  those  which  are  imported, 
and  with  chickens  for  eating  for  a  moderate 
charge.  E.  W. 

Chit-Chat 

It  has  been  decided  to  hold  the  Col- 
chester Second  Annual  Exhibition  about 
the  last  week  in  December,  1854. 

W.  J.  Beeby,  Esq.,  of  Chaldon^  has  been 
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presented  with  a  piece  of  plate  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Reigate  show,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  services  in  acting  twice  as 
judge  at  that  exhibition. 

Cochin  China  Fowls  in  Australia. 
— The  first  brood  of  this  valuable  descrip- 
tion of  poultry  in  the  colony  was  hatched 
yesterday  morning.     It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  very  high  prices  were  offered  in 
!  i  England  for  fowls  of  this  breed,  and  eggs 
j  j  of  Cochin  China  fowls  were  sold  at  a  guinea 
apiece.     For  the  introduction  of    these 
1 1  birds  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  Fyfe,  who 
'  I  brought  them  from  Singapore.    They  are 
i  j  a  great  addition  to  our  poultry,  and  will 
I  i  materially  improve  the  meaj?re  stock  we 
at  present  possess. — TJie  above  important 
announcement  tffos  given  in  the  '^  GeeiUmg 
Advertiser''  for  Oct.  29^A,  1853. 


Brahma  Footxa  Fowls. 

After  the  many  yarious  opinions  that 
have  been  published  on  these  birds,  and 
after  giving  them  the  weight  which  is  due 
to  many,  from  the  experience  of  the 
vmters,  and  their  admitted  disinterested- 
ness, it  Is  almost  a  serious  matter  to  pub- 
lish another,  which  of  necessity  must  be 
adverse  to  many. 

We  believe,  in  many  instances,  they 
have  been  most  unfairly  judged  ;  because 
birds  of  unquestionable  impurity  of  race, 
have  been  taken  as  a  standard,  and  an 
opinion  thereon  has  not  only  been  formed, 
but  published.  This  has  jiot  been  wilfully 
done,  but  the  conclusion  has  been  arrived 
at  without  due  preliminary  inquiry,  that 
they  are  simply  Cochin  China  fowls,  of 
another  colour  than  those  we  have  hitherto 


As  we  have  to  do  with  the  fowls  now  in 
this  country,  it  is  hardly  important  to  set 
about  inquiring  where  they  came  from  ; 
one  great  American  authority  says  he 
imported  them  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  river  in  India,  whose  name  they 
bear.  A  military  officer  lately  told  us  he 
had  seen  them  in  Ceylon. 


To  form  a  just  opinion,  it  is,  we  think, 
necessary  to  study  their  habits,  and  to 
breed  them.  We  think  we  see  enough  in 
their  shape,  to  justify  us  in  holding  them 
distinct  from  the  Cochin  Chinese ;  but 
still  more  do  we  find  it  in  their  habits  and 
produce ;  at  the  same  time  we  are  rather 
giving  the  result  of  our  experience,  than 
wishing  to  obtrude  our  conclusions  on  our 
readers. 

In  the  shape  of  Cochin  China  fowls,  no 
one  can  fail  to  remark  the  absence  of 
breast,  which  is,  indeed,  one  characteristic, 
as  tiie  lack  of  it,  enables  the  fluffy  thigh 
to  become  more  apparent,  and  the  wedge- 
like shape  of  the  bird  ;  while  wide  behind 
and  tapering  to  the  breast,  favours  the 
development  of  those  points  which  con- 
stitute the  chief  beauties  in  that  breed. 
Now,  in  the  Brahma  Pootra,  this  lack  is 
materially  supplied,  inasmuch  as  there  is 
a  breast,  amply  developed,  and  possessing 
a  rotundity,  approaching,  when  in  hand, 
to  what  game-fowl  breeders  and  amateurs 
call  cleverness,  which  is,  that  a  well-pro* 
portioned  fowl,  placed  breast  downwards 
on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  should  balance. 
This  cannot  be  where  the  breast  is  wanting. 

A  main  merit  of  the  Cochin  China  fowl, 
is  its  domesticity,  and  its  happy  contented 
disposition;  satisfied  with  a  small  run, 
and  never  seeking  to  roam.  This  is  the 
admitted  character  of  the  bird,  and  it 
never  deviates  from  it.  We  have  known 
instances  where  seventy  of  these  birds 
were  kept  in  a  small  yard,  with  a  grass 
run  of  three  quarters  of  an  acre,  and 
where  it  has  been  necessary  to  drive  them 
forcibly  out  of  the  yard  to  the  grass ;  and 
the  owner  assured  us  he  thought  there 
were  many  parts  of  the  field  where  the 
birds  had  never  been.  The  Brahma  Poo- 
tras  wander  over  acres,  and,  except  to 
bask  in  hot  weather,  never  keep  at  home. 

The  Cochin  China  fowl,  although  a 
great  eater,  must  have  his  food  provided 
for  him,  while  the  Brahma  Pootra  will 
go  abroad  to  seek  it.  A  lady  lately  im- 
ported some  of  these  birds,  and  after  they 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  man  (who  had 
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looked  after  Cochins  for  years)  some  days, 
asked  his  opinion.  **  Madam,"  said  he, 
"these  will  get  fat,  where  the  Cochins 
will  starve."  The  Cochin  China  fowl  seeks 
its  roost  early,  and  besets  the  hen-house 
door.  The  Brahma  Pootra  always  roams 
far  from  home,  till  almost  dark.  We 
have  seen  them  following  a  man  at  plough, 
and  picking  in  the  newly  turned  furrows, 
three  fields  from  home.  We  believe  a 
similar  thing  was  never  witnessed  in  the 
others. 

It  is  an  old  axiom  in  breeding,  that  if 
like  produces  like,  it  is  a  proof  of  purity, 
because  where  there  is  a  cross,  however 
remote  it  may  be,  the  parents  will  throw 
back*  We  have  bred  a  great  many,  and 
everything  indicates  distinctness  of  breed. 
The  chickens  are  all  hatched  either  black 
or  yellow ;  at  the  age  of  six  weeks  a  change 
takes  plaee^  the  black  get  gradually,  grey, 
and  look  as  if  their  feathers  were  covered 
with  a  cobweb,  while  the  yellow  become 
white,  and  then  speckled  like  a  silver 
pencilled  Hamburg  chicken..  At  a  more 
mature  age,  they  all  become  grey,  some 
more  pencilled  than  others.  We  liave  no 
doubt  they  are  even  hardier  than  Cochins. 
In  November  last,  during  the  hard  frosts, 
and  the  little  snow  we  then  had,  we  had 
them  hve  weeks  old,  in  an  open  field, 
without  any  other  cover  than,  that  afforded 
by  the  rip  in  which  the  hen  was  placed. 
At  daybreak  they  were  seen,  in  spite  of 
the  cold,  running  about  in  perfect  health ; 
and  of  eighteen,  only  two  died.  They  are 
less  expensive  to  keep,  and  are  quite  as 
prolific  in  eggs  as  the  Cochins. 

The  only  difficult  point  is  the  variety  of 
comb,  viz.  the  pea-comb  and  the  single : 
while  we  give  the  preference  to  the  former, 
therein  following  the  judgment  of  the  best 
of  the  recognized  judges  in  America,  we 
do  not  see  why  both  may  not  be  pure,  as 
in  Dorkings.  But  there  are  other  points 
in  which  these  cocks  differ  from  their 
Cochin  brethren.  The  head,  the  promi*- 
nent  breast,  we  had  almost  said  protu- 
berant, the  carriage  of  the  tail,  and  above 
all,  its  shape.    Close  observers  will  notice 


that  not  only  is  it  more  upright  than  in 
Cochins,  but  the  feathers  that  would  be 
sickles-  in  another  breed,  more  resemble 
those  in  the  tail  of  the  black-cock,  and, 
like  them,  spread  outwards  from  the 
centre. 

As  in.  the  eaiiy  days  of  Cochins,  these 
birds  have  been  mated  with  those  of  other 
breeds,  and  the  produce  has  been  exhibited 
as  pure  specimens.  We  know  many  in- 
stances of  it,  where  it  has  been  openly 
admitted  that  they  have  been  bred  be- 
tween Brahma  cocks  and  Buff  hens.  Such 
will  lead  to  disappointment ;  and  no  opinion- 
can  be  a  just  one,  based  on  suck  an  exhi<* 
bition. 

It  may  safely  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
amateurs  to  decide  whether  they  are  or 
are  not  ^  valuable  addition  to  our  poultry 
stock.  Seeing,  as  we  do,  the  vast  difference 
in  many  essential  points  between  them 
and  the  Cochins,  we  believe  them  to  be 
a  distinct  breed.  We  have  given  the 
result  of  our  trials,  and  the  basis  of  our 
conclusions.  Those  who  have  pure  birds 
may  now  test  them. 

J.B. 


Schedules  of  Poultry  Shows. 

The  rules  of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society 
include  the  following :  "  Chickens,  Turkey 
poults,  ducklings,  and  goslings  must  have 
teen  reared  hy,  as  well  as  be  the  property 
of,  the  exhibitor." 

Malvern  Poultry  Show. — It  is  with  a 
more  than  pleasing  recollection  of  two 
halcyon  days  last  September,  that  we  call 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  prize- 
list,  just  published,  of  the  Great  Malvern 
Show.  The  novelty  of  this  exhibition  is, 
that'with  one  exception  (an  adult<  class  for- 
Dorkings),  it  is  to  be  a  show  for  chickens, 
being  confined  to  birds  of  the  year.  The 
prizes  amount  to  about  £100,  varying 
from  £3  to  10*..  Great  encouragement  is 
also  offered  to  cottagers  of  the  neighbour- 
hood i  Exliibitors  are  permitted  to  sell 
their  birds,  or  retain  them,  at  pleasure ; 
"ten  per  cent,  will  be  deducted  from  all 
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sales  made^"  The  hampers  containing 
the  birds  will  be  conveyed  from  and  to 
the  Worcester  station  without  expense  to 
the  owners.  We  all  know  the  value  of 
a  good  character,  and  therefore  cheerfully 
record  that  last  year  every  bird  was  de- 
spatched before  the  show  fiad  been  closed 
SIX  hours,  and  all  accounts  were  imme- 
diately settled.  The  exceeding  beauty  of 
the  spot,  of  the  garden  in  which  the  show 
is  held,  the  exc^lence  of  all  the  arrange- 
ments, and  the  time  of  year  at  which  it 
takes  place,  make  this  an  exhibition  &om 
which  no  one  can  come  away  without 
feeling  gratified. 


%\i  €lritof  s  f ttttr-iffjr. 


:bog3  becoming  stale. 

Id  reply  to  yqur  flattering  wish  that  I  sboald 
become  a  contribator  to  your  letter-box,  1  must 
say  I  feel  my  own  deficiency  too  much  to  have  a 
wish  to  '*  rush  into  print  ;^'  still,  as  I  fed  a  great 
interest  in  the  infant  you  are  trying  to  foster 
(which  I  hope  may  become  «  giant),  anything  I 
know  relative  to  poultry  shall  be  at  your  serrice 
from  time  to  time. 

Have  you  ever  noticed  how  much  longer  Cochin 
eggs  keep  ff9od  than  those  of  any  other  "variety  ? 
I  mean  good  both  for  batching  and  culinary  pur- 
poses. 1  will  give  you  two  instances,  i  alwftys 
date  my  eggs  when  laid,  liast  year  four  eggs, 
laid  at  the  end  of  March,  were  by  mistake  <put  in 
a  small  basket  in  tlie  cupboard  of  a  room  without 
a  Are,  and  forgotten.  In  August  I  found  them  ; 
they  did  not  float  in  water,  so  I  boiled  them  hard 
for  my  chicks.  The  smell  and  tastt  were  quite 
as  good  as  of  eggs  a  week  aid ;  the  yolk  had  rank 
slightly,  but  did  not  adhere  to  the  shell,  althottgh 
these  eggs  had  laid  on  the  side,  uncovered  and 
unturned  for  -more  than  four  months. 

Another  proof  that  they  are  not  easily  spoiled 
I  will  give.  €  placed  a  batch  of  Cochin  eggs 
under  «  game  hen  in  the  evening;  she  sat  during 
the  night  and  part  of  the  next  day ;  when  she 
came  off  to  eat,  she  forsook  them.  I  left  them  two 
days  in  the  nest,  to  try  to  induce  another  broody 
hen  to  take  to  them,  but  without  success.  I  re* 
moved  them,  kept  them  apart  from  other  eggs, 
turned  them  regularly  for  more  than  a  week,  re- 
set them,  and  from  four  prolific  eggs  hatched 
two  live  chickens^  One  I  reared,  the  other, 
which  was  injured  in  hatching,  died  in  a  week. 


I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  6g>g8  ex- 
cept Cochins  that  would  have  stood  either  of  tbo 
tests.  Martha* 


PHEASANTS  BROODING  IN  CONFINEMENT. 

SiR,--<I  have  seen  a  statement  somewhere,  that 
ben  pheasants  have  never  been  known  to  ait  in 
confinement.  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  prove  the 
contrary. 

In  1852, 1  had  a  cock  and  three  bens  in  a  small 
place  (i  will  not  dignify  it  by  the  name  of  an 
aviary,  fer  it  is  open  at  tiie  top,  and  the  birds 
are  pinioned  or  have  their  wings  cut) ;  oneof  tha 
hens  made  a  nest,  sat,  and  hatched  five  young 
ones.  These,  unfortunately,  the  other  pheasants 
killed  directly  they  came  from  under  the  mother. 

In  1853,  the  same  hen  sat  again  on  eleven  eggs, 
and  hatched  seven,  when  I  let  her  out  into  my 
small  garden,  and  a  better  mother  I  never  saw ; 
she  would  allow  no  strangers  to  come  near  her 
without  flying  at  them.  At  the  end  of  seven 
weeks  the  gapes  (that  horrible  disease,  for  which 
I  know  no  remedy)  killed  them  all. 

It  was  a  curious  sight  to  see  the  old  pheasant 
make  her  nest  of  ivy-leaves  and  hay,  the  former 
of  which  she  always  used  to  cover  her  eggs  with 
when  she  left  her  nest,  doing  so  by  standing  on 
the  edge  and  throwing  the  leaves  over  her  back. 

I  have  a  cock  pheasant  who  comes  into  the 
house,  lays  himself  down  on  the  rug  before  the 
fire,  and  spreads  out  his  wings  and  tail  till  he  is 
dry.  If  be  cannot  find  any  person  in  the  room, 
he  walks  upstairs  to  the  different  bed-rooms,  and 
if  with  no  better  success,  stands  on  the  top  of  the 
stairs  and  crows  till  somebody  comes.  I  have 
now  a  young  cock  of  last  year  almost  as  tame. 

I  thought  these  few  lines  might  be  interesting 
from  A  Country  Rectob. 


Mr.  Editor,— a  few  years  since  every  one 
would  have  laughed  at  the  idea  of  a  poultry 
paper ;  but  times  are  changed,  and  for  the  last 
six  months  everybody  has  wanted  one.  At  last 
you  have  come  forward  to  chronicle  the  doings 
of  the  Gallinaceous  world,  and  we  bail  your  ad- 
vent with  much  pleasure  and  gratitude. 

We  hope  you  intend  to  take  us  all  on  our  own 
merits ;  in  fact,  that  you  will  give  us  a  dear  stage 
and  no  favour.  The  preference  shown  by  many 
amateurs  for  one  particular  race  of  us  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  others,  has  caused  many  differences 
among  us,  and  has  set  us  all  by  the  wattles.  My 
neighbour  the  game  cock  threatens  to  pitch  into 
every  one  be  comes  near,  which  has  so  frightened 
the  Spanish  senoras  in  the  next  pen  that  they  are 
quite  pale ;  the  Cochin  China  cock  has  roared  for 
help  till  he  is  hoarse,  and  the  Friezlands,  our 
neighbours,  are  so  terrified,  that  they  look  as  if 
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they  had  been  drawn  throui^b  a  hedge  backwards. 
Now,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  it  is  to  you  we  look  for 
help  to  pat  «8  right.  Desfcribe  us  in  your  co- 
lamiis  in  such  a  clear,  lucid  manner^  that  we 
may  know  our  places,  and  not,  as  is  now  often 
the  case,  be  found  at  our  gatherings  in  somebody 
else's  pen,  and  bearing  somebody  else's  name. 

To  you  we  also  appeal  to  advise  our  masters 
and  mistresses  as  to  the  proper  care  of  us,  that 
our  food  be  suitable  and  good  for  our  health,  our 
beverage  pure  and  wholesome,  and  our  houses 
warm,  clean,  and  well  ventilated.  Accomplish 
this  for  us,  and  you  will  have  our  best  wishes  for 
the  success  of  "  The  Poultry  Chronicle." 

Signed,    on  behalf  of  domestic   poultry  in 

Bantam.. 


Pigeons. 

Many  people  view  pigeons  only  as  in- 
gredients for  a  pie,  and  do  not  think  any 
more  of  those  beautiful  birds  they  see 
started  after  the  race  on  the  Derby  day, 
than  they  did  of  those  they  deyoured  on 
the  course  for  luncheon.  With  sharpers, 
fools  are  called  pigeons;  although  I  do 
not  think  the  resemblance  striking,  as  any 
pigeon-keeper  knows  they  are  generally  ex- 
ceedingly wary  and  cautious.  They  nave 
been  domestic  pets  from  time  immemorial, 
and  have  been  made  use  of  in  various  ways, 
from  carrying  the  letter  of  an  empei*or  to 
participating  in  the  tricks  of  &  street  con- 
jurer. They  have,  from  their  diversity  of 
colour,  shape,  and  characteristics,  occa- 
sioned many  disputes  and  arguments  as 
to  their  genealogy,  and  many  scientific 
men  differ  as  to  whether  they  be  descended 
from  one  common  stock.  Of  late  years, 
the  ** Fancy"  has  been  in  a  languishing 
state,  and  almost  confined  to  the  lower 
ranks  of  society ;  but  the  institution  of 
exhibitions,  and  the  premiums  given  for 
good  specimens,  aided  by  the  real  beauty 
of  the  hirds  themselves*  have  tended  much 
to  raise  them  in  the  estimation  of  poultry 
fanciers. 

There  are  many  who,  if  they  could, 
would  keep  fowls,  but  cannot,  for  want  of 
sjuice  ;  to  these,  pigeons  may  form  a  sub- 
stitute, and  a  cheap  one,  too.  There  are 
so  many  sorts  of  pigeons,  and  they  are  of 
such  different  temperaments  and  habitsy 


that  the  amateur  may  provide  himself 
with  pets  of  a  kindred  spirit  to  his  own. 
If  he  DC  of  a  go-a-head  nature,  there  is  the 
Carrier ;  is  he  volatile,  there's  the  Tumbler ; 
if  he  be  an  anchorite,  he  may  have  Capu- 
chins and  Owls  for  his  companions  ;  is  he 
fond  of  female  society,  he  can  have  plenty 
of  Nuns  ;  or  is  he  of  a  warlike  nature,  he 
can  have  Trumpeters  and  Helmets ;  if  he 
is  sulky,  he  may  keep  company  with 
Pouters:  in  fact,  almost  all  dispositions 
may  find  a  pigeon  to  agree  with  them,  if 
only  in  one  point — ^that  of  name. 

All  manufacturing  people  cultivate 
pigeons  ;  in  Spitalfields,  Birmingham, 
Manchester,  and  m  Belgium,  great  numbers 
of  first-rate  birds  are  kept. 

There  are  three  classes  of  people  keep 
pigeons.  Pigeon-fanciers,  pigeon-breeders, 
and  people  who  suffer  a  few  mongrels  to 
fly  about  their  premises,  and,  in'  a  great 
measure,  get  their  own  living.  Pigeon- 
fanciers  are  those  who,  from  the  love  of 
the  birds  themselves^  cherish  them  for 
their  beauty,  and  keep  the  different 
varieties  in  various  shades  of  pei-fection. 

The  pigeon-breeders  are  those  who  have 
large  dove-cots,  and  supply  the  markets, 
pigeon-shootingSy  Sec,  There  is  an  im- 
mense number  of  young  pigeons  imported 
annually  from  France  for  London  eon-* 
sumption,  and  the  fact  that,  at  prices  as 
low  as  six,  seven,  and  eight  shillings  per 
dozen,  it  pays  a  Frenchman  to  send  young 
pigeons  to  England^  proves  that  large 
numbers  may  be  profitably  reared  at  a 
small  expense. 


Hints  to  E3chi1)itor8. 

Altrouoh  dissimilarity  of  plumage 
may  sometimes  be  overlooked  by  judges 
in  a  pen,  legs  of  divers  colours  will  always 
disqualify. 

When  you  are  about  to  exhibit  a  cock 
and  three  hens,  accustom  ^hem  to  be 
together  for  some  days  before  they  leave 
home.  Recollect  in  a  yard,  there  is  always 
room  for  a  hen  to  escape,  but  in  a  pen,  she 
can  only  seek  a  corner,  and  resign  herself 
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to  the  attack  of  her  assailant ;  as  this  is 
generally  on  the  head,  death  too  often 
follows. 

Send  no  black  birds  with  coloured 
feathers,  no  white  Cochins  with  green  legs, 
no  Dorkings  with  four  toes,  no  Cochins 
with  clean  legs.  It  may  se6m  needless  to 
advise  this,  but  how  many  prizes  are  lost 
by  inattention.  H.  R. 

To  /.  /. — Corns  are  uncommon  in  Spanish 
fowls,  and  we  are,  therefore,  induced  to  ask 
what  can  cause  them  in  yours  ?  If  the  perches 
are  too  high,  they  may  be  caused  by  the  fall  of 
the  birds  on  the  ball  of  the  foot,  when  they  fly 
down.  If  the  birds  are  kept  in  a  paved  yard,  or 
on  other  stones,  that  would  cause  it.  We  make 
no  doubt  if  you  bring  your  perches  to  within  two 
feet  of  the  ground,  and  let  your  fowls  walk  on 
grass,  they  will  soon  lose  their  corns.  If  very 
large  and  hard  they  may  be  trimmed,  but  we 
think  if  you  adopt  our  suggestion  it  will  be 
unnecessary. 
I  W,  J.  B.  says,  "Perhaps  you  will  kindly  in- 
form me  in  your  periodical,  what  amateurs  mean 
I  by  feeding  your  poultry^ too  much?  For  eight 
'  years  my  practice  has  been  to  let  my  Cochins 
eat  as  much  as  they  please,  and  my  stock  has 
always  been  acknowledged  to  produce  first-rate 
layers."  We  fancy  those  who  speak  of  "  feed- 
ing too  much,"  must' allude  to*a  large  use  of 
meat,  and  an  exciting  diet.  We  have  never 
found  it  injurious  to  give  fowls  as  much  as  they 
like  to  eat  of\plain  <jom  and  meal,  with  an  ex- 
ceedingly sparing  use  of  greater  delicacies. 

M.  B.  H,  wishes  some  correspondent  would 
kindly  inform  her  exactly  what  should  be  the 
points  of  a  Ptarmigan  fowl  ? 


JtJrlJtrtistMnts. 


Recently  published,  price  8d.,  or  by  post,  Is., 

THE  POULTRY  PENTELOGUE;  or. 
Five  Rules  for  Fancy  Fowls  and  Fowl 
Fanciers,  intended  for  popular  use  and  practical 
purposes.  By  James  Furneaux,  Esq.,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry 
Association. 

London :  W.  S.  Orr  &  Co.,  Amen-corner, 
Manchester:  George  Simms.  Birmingham: 
J.  H.  Beilby.  Liverpool:  Smythe.  Pen- 
zance: RowE.  Plymouth:  Published  by  Ro- 
ger Ltdstone,  George-street;  and  Fore-street, 
Devonport. 


'No^  ready,  price  One  Shilling, 

PROFITABLE  POULTRY :  their  Manage- 
ment in  Health  and  Disease.  By  W.  B. 
Tezetmeier,  author  of  a  series  of  papers  od  the 
Diseases  of  Poultry  in  the  Cottage  Gardener, 
the  Poultry  Book,  &c.  &c. 

Fraaer'a  Magazine,  December,  1853,  in  a 
lengthened  review  extending  to  thirteen  pages, 
states,  "There  is  more  good  'Sense  and  practical 
knowledge  in  this  modest  shit!ing*s  worth  than 
in  many  a  more  voluminous  treatise,  and  it  is 
only  necessary  to  say  that  the  illustrations  are 
by  Harrison  Weir,  to  give  a  notion  of  their  cha- 
racteristic truth." 

The  Field,  September  24. — "  Scarcely  a  single 
person  among  the  large  number  that  will  be 
tempted  to  purchase  this  book  will  think  his 
shilling  unprofitably  spent ;  the  author  enters 
into  his  subject  con  amore ;  it  is  evident  that  his 
knowledge  has  not  been  gained  from  hearsay." 

The  Lady* 8  Newspaper,  December  10. — **  This 
very  excellent  and  useful  work    *    *    With  the     j 
information  derived  from  it  any  person  may  cona- 
mence  poultry-keeping  without  risk  of  loss  or 
failure." 

London :  Darton  &  Co.,  Holbom  Hill. 


FANCY  POULTRY. -A  successful  Exhi- 
bitor has  the  following  very  valuable  stock 
to  dispose  of. — 4  Silver  Cinnamon  Cochin  Pul- 
lets, short  yellow  legs,  heavily-feathered  thick- 
set birds,  all  mateh,  £1.  10s.  each.  2  supe- 
rior Black  Cochin  Hens,  J62.  2s.  each.  5  very- 
superior  well-feathered  Black  Cockerels,  price 
from  2  tp  5  guineas  each.  White  Cock,  bred  by 
Mrs.  Herbert,  about  20  months  old,  sire  of  prize 
chickens  at  last  Birmingham  Show,  £2.  2s.  Se- 
veral beautiful  White  Cockerels  from  prize  stock, 
bright  yellow  legs  heavily  feathered,  price  from 
2  to  5  guineas  each.  Ditto  Pullets  from  £2.  2s. 
to  £2,  10s.  each.  Ditto  ditto,  with  legs  slightly 
stained,  15s.  each.  Buff  Cochin  Cock,  very  su- 
perior bird,  from  prize  stock,  1^  year  old,  price 
308.  Several  excellent  BuflF  Cochin  Pullets, 
clear  hackle,  from  prize  stock,  £1.  Is.  and 
upwards.  Also  a  Silver  Spangled  Bearded  Po- 
land Coekerel  and  Pullets,  highly  commended 
at<Birmingham,  £3.  3s.  per  pair,  and  two  friz- 
zled hens,  78.  6d.  each,  and  two  Blue  Poland 
first  prize  Pullets,  at  £1.  Is.  each. 

Amateurs  can  be  supplied  with  Eggs  from  any 
of  the  above  breeds. 

Wanted,  fine  specimens  of  Rouen  Ducks, 
White  Bearded  Polands,  and  Silver  and  Grold 
Spangled  Poland  Hens. 

Apply,  enclosing  stamped  directed  envelope,  to 
T.  S.,  Post-office,  Bridgenorth. 
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COCHIN  CHINA  POULTRY,  &c.-Egg8 
from  Prize  Birds.— In  reply  to  the  very 
nrgent  applications  from  nnmeroas  amateurs, 
Mr.  John  Faiblie,  of  Cheveley-park,  New- 
market, is  now  prepared  to  DISPOSE  OF  a 
limited  number  of  EGGS,  ftrom  his  celebrated 
prize  Cochins,  Brahma  Pootras,  Scotch  Bakies, 
Dorkings,  &c.,  according  to  the  dates  of  the 
orders  received. 

GENUINE  PRIZE  STOCK.— POULTRY 
EGGS.— White  Shanghae,  £\.  4s.  per 
dozen.  Black  ditto,  £1.  4s.  Lemon  ditto,  12s. 
Silver  Pencilled  Hamburghs,  8s.  White-faced 
Spanish,  £1.  4s.  White  Muffled  Poland,  £2. 
Ptarmigan,  d&3.  3s.    White  Turkey,  £2, 

Apply   to  William  Hammond,  Stubington, 
near  Fareham,  Hants. 

EGGS  from  PRIZE  WHITE  and  CLEAR 
BUFF  COCHINS,  and  WHITE-FACED 
SPANISH  FOWLS,  from  12s.  the  set. 

Apply  to  Samuel  Hill,  Rose  Hill,  Heywood, 
near  Manchester. 

SPANISH  FOWLS.— Eggs  from  Birds  which 
took  prizes  at  Southampton  and  Salisbury, 
themselves  bred  from  winners  at  Hitchin,  Surrey, 
and  Metropolitan  shows,  crossed  with  one  of 
Poole's  best  cocks,  may  be  had  at  2s.  6d.  each, 
including  package,  by  enclosing  post-office  order, 
payable  at  Hartfordbridge,  addressed  to.Mr.  John 
Clarke,  Shrub  Cottage,  Hartley  Row, 

WHITE,  BLACK,  and  BUFF  COCHIN 
CHINA,  WHITE  POLANDS,  and 
PTARMIGAN  EGGS  for  SITTING.  The 
White  and  Black  Cochins  have  taken  prizes  at 
the  Surrey  Gardens,  Winchester,  Southampton, 
and  Salisbury  Exhibttioas. 

White,  per  dozen        £2    2    0 

Black I  10    0 

Very  choice  Buff  Cochins 110 

White  Polands  (Prize  Birds  at  South- 
ampton and  Surrey  Gardens . .     . .    1  10    0 
A  few  ^ttings  of  Ptarmigans    . .     ..220 
A  few  Ptarmigan  Chickens  for  Sale. 
P.O.  orders  payable  to  Mr.  Frederic  Flight, 
72,  High -street,  Winchester. 

RIZE  FOWLS.-EGGS  from  White,  Buff, 
and  Cinnamon  Cochin  China,  White-faced 
Black  Spanish,  Gold  Pencilled  Hamburgh,  and 
White  Silk  Cochin  China  Fowls  which  took 
Prizes  at  the  Great  Metropolitan,  Hitchin, 
Yarmouth,  Cheveley  Park,  and  Cheltenham 
Poultry  Shows,  may  be  had  upon  application 
to  J.  B.,  Quay,  Great  Yarmouth.  N.B.— A 
few  first-class  birds  for  sale. 


PRIZE  BUFF  COCHINS.— EGGS  for  Sit- 
ting from  Fowls  which  took  First  Prizes 
at  Cheltenham,  Plymouth,  Southampton,  Surrey  ' 
Gardens,  Honiton,  and  Torquay.  COLOURED  | 
DORKINGS. from  the  same  stock  which  took 
First  and  several  other  Prizes  at  the  late  Metro- 
politan Show.  Cochins,  21s.,  Dorkings,  lOs.  6d. 
per  dozen,  package  included. 

A  few  Dorkings,  and  a  pair  of  first-rate  Ptar- 
migans just  imported  for  sale.  Address  H.  B. 
HiGGS.  Hill  Lodge,  Southampton. 

BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS  for  SALE, 
from  birds  that  have  taken  prizes  at  the 
Derby,  East  Kent,  Bristol,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
Poultry  Shows,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen.  Also 
Partridge  Cochin  China  Eggs  from  birds  that 
have  taken  prizes  at  London  Summer  Meeting,  ' 
Surrey  Gardens'  Show  in  August,  Malvern, 
Yeovil,  Honiton,  and  Torquay  Poultry  Shows, 
at£l.  Is.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  JOHN  R.  RODBARD,  Aldwick- 
Court,  Wrington,  near  Bristol.  

EGGS  of  BUFF  COCHIN  Well-feathered, 
and    WHITE -FACED   BLACK    SPA- 
NISH, at  10s.  per  dozen  ;  and  a  few  of  PURE 
INDIAN  GAME  at  6s.  per  dozen. 
Apply  to  E.  S.  H.,  Aldervasley,  Belper* 

FANCY  POULTRY.— The  PTARMIGAN,  i 
— ^These  beautifril  and  scarce  birds  have 
obtained  PRIZES  at  the  following  Shows  during 
the  last  few  months  :^The  Surrey  Zoologicid. 
Gardens,  Baker-street  Bazaar,  Norwich,  South- 
ampton. South-east  Hants,  Salisbury,  Plymouth, 
&c..  They  are  a  pure  white,  with  topknots,  vul- 
ture hocked,  cupped  combs,  and  remarkably 
well-feathered  legs  and  feet.  Eggs  can  be  pur-  i 
chased  at  £2,  2s.  per  dozen,  from  Dr.  Burney's 
Original  Birds,  which  may  be  seen  at  Brock- 
hurst  Lodge,  near  Gosport.  I 

LACK  SPANISH,  DORKING,  and  CO-    1 
CHIN  CHINA  EGGS.— The  winner  of   i 
the  first  prizes  in  black  Spanish  and  buff  Cochin 
chickens  at  Shrewsbury,  and  of  the  SECOND    | 
PRIZES  in  DORKING  CHICKENS  at  BIR-    ' 
MINGHAM,  and  of  white  Cochin  chickens  at    ' 
Shrewsbury,  will  have  a  few  EGGS  to  DISPOSE, 
of  at  the  following  prices  :— Spanish  and  Dorking 
eggs,  £2.  2s.  per  dozen;  Cochin  eggs,  £1,  Us.  6d.. 
per  dozen.    The  Spanish  are  pure  white-faced 
birds  from  Captain  Hornby's  breed.   The  Dork- 
ings are  from  Captain  Hornby's  and  other  first- 
rate  stocks.     The  Cochins  (buff  and  white)  are 
first-rate  birds,  purchased  i^t  high  prices  from 
the  best  stocks  in  England.      The  cocks  and. 
hens  are  of  distinct  strams. 

Apply  to  Rev.  A.  B^,  care  of  Mr.  Jook 
Chidlaw,  Upper  Brook-street,,  Oswestry. 
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A  LADY  WHO  HAS  TAKEN  A  PRIZE 
for  WHITE  CHINA  SILK  FOWLS, 
will  be  glad  to  exchange  one  young  Cock  of  that 
breed  for  a  good  young  Spangled  HAMBURGH 
COCK ;  6r  she  would  sell  the  Silk  Cock  for  £1, 
as  she  has  more  cocks  than  pullets. 
Direct  to  F.  H.,  Aldorwasley-Hall,  near  Belper. 

FANCY  POULTRY. 
PERIODICAL  SALES  BY  AUCTION. 

Arrangements  for  the  Month  of  March. 

MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  begs  to  announce 
that  the  SALES  by  AUCTION  at  his 
Great  Room,  38,  King-street,  Covent-garden, 
will  take  place  as  under,  viz. — 

On  TUESDAY,  7th— Periodical  Sale.*  First- 
rate  Brahma  Pootras,  including  one  of  the  Hens 
which  took  first  prize  at  the  late  Metropolitan 
Show,  and  some  first-class  Cochins. 

On  TUESDAY,  Uth-Extra  Sale.    Selection 
from  the  yard  of  Mr.  Cyrus  Clark  of 
(only).  Buff  and  White  Cochins  from  first- prize 
birds,  Spanish,  Silver  Polands,  and  Dorkings. 

On  TUESDAY,  2l8t— Periodical  Sale.  Choice 
Cochins  from  the. Rev;  C.  Hotham,  Rev.  J.  Hut- 
chinson, Rev.  jr.  Nightingale,  and  some  Ptarmi- 
gans from  Dr.  Bumey's  hmed  birds. 

On  TUESDAY,  28th--Extra  Sale.  Cochins, 
Brahmas,  Dorkings,  Spanish,  Sec,  from  several 
first-class  breeders. 

These  Sales  commence  at  12  o'clock  precisely, 
and  will  be  continued  throughout  the  season  on 
the  first  and  third  Tusday  in  every  month,  with 
extra  sales  on  the  intervening  Tuesdays  as  cir- 
cumstances require  them.  Catalogues  may  be 
had  by  enclosing  a  stamped  directed  envelope  to 
Mr.  J.  C.  STEVENS, 
38,  King-street,  Covent- garden,  London. 

BRAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS. 
AND   SUPERIOR  BUFF   COCHINS. 

MR.  STEVENS  begs  to  inform  Poultry 
Amateurs  that  he  is  instructed  to  Sell 
some  very  fine  specimens  of  the  above  rare 
birds,  mostly  imported,  the  property  of  H. 
Gilbert,  Esq.,  Kensington,  at  his  liarge  Rooms, 
King-street,  Coventrgarden,  at  12  o'clock, 
March  7th. 

DOG  BISCUITS.— The  best  in  London,  at 
T.  STYLES'S  (late  J.  Waldron),  82, 
Upper  Thames  Street,  made  expressly  for  Dogs 
(not  old  ship-stores,  as  they  are  apt  to  have  the 
weevil  in  them)^  2Xi9.  per  cwt.,  bag  included, 
Scotch  Oatmeal,  19s.  per  cwt.,  and  best  Town- 
made  Greaves  16s.  fid.  per  cwt.  All  post-office 
orders  payable  to  Thomas  Stylbs,  will  be 
punctQally'attended  to. 


FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTB 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  ai>d  extensive  experience  in  all  cUmat-ee. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servaota  Or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SaxJARB  Foot.  Croggon^s  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boU^s 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cedt..Qf  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap* 
plication  to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate. 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofe 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 


TO  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHERS. 

JOHN  S.  HOLROYD,  Mamifiicturer  of 
RODS  and  TACKLE,  59,  Graoechurch- 
street,  London,  begs  to  call  the  attention  of 
Anglers  to  his  large  and  superior  assortment  of 
Fly  Rods,  warranted  made  of  the  best  seasoned 
materials,  and  for  action  and  workmanship  ex- 
celled by  none  in  London. 

J.  S.  H.  has  also  a  very  compact  Fly  Rod, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  neat  umbrella,  and 
interfering  in  no  way  with  the  utility  of  the  Rod. 
Artificial  Bait  in  great  variety.  The  best  Trout 
Flies  on  Limerick  Hooks  at  2s.  per  dozen. 
59,  GRACECHURCH-STRBBT,  LONDON. 


WM.  DRAY  &  CO.'S  PATENT  WIRE 
FENCING,  strong  enough  to  keep  out 
Sheep,  &e.,  and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Bi^bits, 
Poultiy,  &c.  Price  2d.  per  square  foot.  OrdU 
nary  Wire  Netting,  from  2id.  per  yard,  2  feet 
wide.  Address  Wm.  Dray  &  Co.,  Agricultural 
Implement  Manufacturers,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 

""   TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING.    ' 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  froni  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices: — 1  yard  wide,  lid.,  zyards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard  j  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  2l8.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  wiUi  jremittauce,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  aoy  quantity  at  Geokge  Eatok 
&  Co.'s  Fisbing.Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7t  Crooked -lane,-  London. 

LoKDox :  Printed  by  COZ  (9rotb6rai  »nd  WYMAN,  74  St  7S, 
Oreat<^ueen-8treet,Liiiooln^lnn-fleldii.&nd  published  at  the 
Office,  1,  York-street,  Cove&t  Gard«iL— Wedu«td«y,  MaMh  I, 
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: '  Poultry  Shows. 

1 1     Koval  Dublin  Society's  Spring  Show,  April  19, 
!  I  -and  three  following  days.     Assistant  Secretary, 

W.  £.  Steel,Esq.,  M.B.  Entries  close  April  3. 
'  I  Hexham  Poultry  Show.  Second  Annual  Ex- 
I   hibition,  Friday  and  Satarday,  the  12th  and  13th 

of  May.   Secretary,  W.  Turner,  Esq.,  Hencotes, 
I    Hexham.    Entries  close  May  6 ;  the  Schedule 
•   next  week. 
I       Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties' :  Third 

Annual  Exhibition.     Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand, 
:   Esq.    The  Schedule  will  be  ready  very  soon. 
I     Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Septem- 
ber 13th    and   14th.   Honorary  Secretary,   T. 

McCann,  Esq.,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties' :    Sixth 
I  Annoal  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Tburs- 
I    day,  and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 

of  December.    Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 

Entries  close  Saturday,  November  11th. 
I       We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com' 
I    mittees  of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  us  with 
,   early  impressions  qfthe  Schedules. 


|i 


Some  of  our  correspondents  who,  from 
living  in  the  country,  have  not  the  oppor- 
tunity of  watching  for  themselves  the  prices 
which  fowls  of  merit  produce  when  sold  by 
auction,  are  anxious  that  we  should  give 
regular  reports  of  the  sales  which  take 
place  in  London,  entertaining  the  idea  that 
the  result  of  these  sales  is  a  criterion  from 
which  to  deduce  a  fair  opinion  of  the 
market  value  of  surplus  stocks  of  choice 
poultry.  If  such  reports  could  give  an 
exact  idea  to  our  readers  of  the  prices 
which  they  are  likely  to  realize  for  the 


birds  which  they  may  wish  to  dispose  of,  we 
perfectly  agree  with  our  correspondents 
that  they  would  convey  very  valuable 
information  ;  but  sales  by  public  auction 
may  be  influenced  by  so  many  circum- 
stances which  do  not  relate  either  to  the 
value  of  the  birds,  or  the  money  which  the 
purchasers  would  be  willing  to  give  for 
them,  that  it  seems  just  possible  that  a 
price  realized  readily  by  private  sale, 
would  form  a  more  certain  scale. 

The  sums  paid  for  poultry  which  is 
subjected  to  the  competition  of  a  public 
auction,  may  be  influenced  not  only  by 
the  auctioneer,  but  by  the  owners.  An 
amateur  who  has  incurred  expense  in 
bringing  his  birds  up  from  the  country, 
may  be  dispirited  by  the  sight  of  a  room 
less  full  of  visitors  than  he  had  hoped  to 
find  it,  and  sacrifice  them  at  any  price 
rather  than  add  to  the  already  large  ex- 
pense— that  of  carrying  them  home  again. 
Another,  perhaps,  over-rating  the  value  of 
his  favourites,  and  elated  by  the  presence 
of  many  persons  appearing  anxious  to 
purchase,  causes  his  birds  to  be  bid  up  to 
a  price  which  would  not  otherwise  be  given. 
To  what  extent  it  is  right  for  the  owner 
thus  to  raise  the  price  of  his  own  birds  is 
not  for  present  discussion ;  now,  we  are 
only  considering  how  far  that  which  is 
realized  at  auctions  may  be  a  guide  to 
persons  who  have    choice    specimens  to 
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bring  into  the  market.  The  bidders,  no 
less  than  the  ajuctioneer  and  the  owner, 
influence  the  success  or  failure  of  a  sale  : 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  even  one  eager 
bidder  will  raise  the  price  considerably; 
and,  by  the  same  rule,  one  person  making 
him  or  her  self  active  to  depreciate,  will 
turn  the  scale  the  other  way.  Agreement 
among  several  purchasers  will  depress,  as 
opposition  will  raise,  the  amount  of  the 
biddings,  and  the  difference  between  a 
bright  and  a  bad  day  will  affect  alike 
the  attendance  in  the  rooms,  the  spirit  of 
the  biddings,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
poultry. 

The  unwillingness  which  some  persons 
feel  to  buy  birds  when  cooped  in  a  basket, 
from  an  idea  that  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of 
their  merits  under  these  circumstances, 
may  have  its  weight  in  making  some  sales 
by  auction  unsuccessful  speculations. 

Mr.  Stevens,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
is  best  known  in  connection  with  these 
sales,  from  having  held  them,  we  believe, 
the  first  and  repeated  them  most  fre- 
quently, is  of  opinion  that  a  bird  which 
will  not  fetch  five  shillings  is  not  worth 
offering  to  competition :  he,  therefore,  puts 
up  each  bird  at  that  sum,  and  if  there  arc 
no  bidders  it  is  passed  ;  where  the  lots  are 
not  subject  to  this  small  reserve,  ^yq  fowls 
have  been  ^old  for  the  same  amount. 
But  this  is  very  far  from  being  the  fate 
of  all  sales,  and  very  high  prices  are  still 
frequently  given  at  Mr.  Stevens's,  and,  we 
believe,  in  other  rooms  also. 

We  would  not  on  any  account  be  under- 
stood to  intend  by  these  remarks,  to  de- 
preciate the  convenient  and,  frequently, 
advantageous  method  of  selling  fowls  by 


auction,  and  we  will,  with  pleasure,  from 
time  to  time,  give  such  particulars  of  the 
sales  which  come  under  our  observation,  as 
we  may  deem  interesting  to  our  readers :  we 
only  wish  previously  to  draw  attention  to 
some  of  the  facts  unconnected  with  the 
real  value  of  the  birds  offered,  which 
may  influence  their  success  or  failure, 
and  to  request  our  readers  to  give  these 
circumstances  the  weight  to  which  they 
may  consider  them  entitled  in  reckoning 
the  prices  a  criterion  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  value  of  birds  in  general. 


A  Word  to  onr  Irish  Friends, 

On  the  Management  of  their  Poultry,  both  in 
Feeding  and  Packing. 

In  our  walks  through  Leadenhall  Mar- 
ket of  late,  we  have  seen  many  dozens  of 
Irish  fowls  good  to  the  eye,  and  yet  un- 
saleable to  the  poulterers  of  the  metropolis. 
Some  are  sold  at  very  low  prices,  others 
are  spoiled.    Anxious,  in  a  work  devoted 
to  poultry,   to  probe  to  the  bottom  any 
such  anomalous  state  of  things,  we  have 
made  every  inquiry,  with  a  view  to  assist 
our  Irish  brethren.     The  causes  are,  first, 
they  are  very  badly  fed  ;  secondly,  they 
are  improperly  packed.   Badly-fed  poultry 
may  sell  the  first  time   it  is  sent  to    a 
market,  because  a  buyer  is  tempted  by  a 
price  which  appears  to  be  below  the  market 
standard  of  the  day ;  but  if,  when  the  poul- 
terer retails  them,  he  finds  that  every  pur- 
chaser complains,  he  will  not  be  tempted, 
even  by  the  low  price,  to  buy  them  a  se- 
cond time.    Now,  why  does   the  buyer 
complain  ?    He  says,  with  justice,  the  bird 
will  not  stand  cooking ;  it  wastes  before 
the  fire  or  in  the  pot ;  and  that  which  re- 
mains is,  although  white,  soft  and  tasteless. 
The  truth  is,  tnese  fowls  are  fed  upon 
potatoes,  and  the  food  is  not  good  enough 
to  make  good  meat.    They  are  packed  in 
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soft  oat-straw,  and  put  in  tea-chests,  or 
I  boxes,  or  anything  that  may  come  fktst  to 
[  hand.  The  consequence  is,  they  have  no 
I  air,  they  work  np  into  a  heated  mass,  and 
'  from  their  had  state  for  keeping,  they  are 
unsaleahle.  Our  province  is  not  to  find 
fault,  hut  to  point  out  mistakes  and  the 
cure  for  them.  '- 

Althou^  the  hreed  of  the  fowls  may  he 
improved,  still  they  are  hetter  than  the 
majority  of  the  poultry  from  the  distant 
counties  of  England.  Instead  of  heing  fed 
on  potatoes,  they  should  have  good  oat- 
meal and  milk.  They  would  not  he  quite 
so  fiit,  hut  the  quality  would  he  wonder- 
fully improved.  We  would  not  advise  at 
first  that  they  should  be  crammed ;  hut 
simply  shut  up  and  fed  as  peckers,  as 
described  in  Baily's  book  on  fowls.  Before 
they  are  killed,  they  should  be  fasted  at 
least  fourteen  hours,  in  order  that  they 
may  keep ;  and  this  is  very  essential,  as 
they  will  have  to  travel  to  London,  and  to 
compete  with  fowls  killed  within  thirty 
miles  of  that  place.  They  should  be  laid 
out  for  some  hours  in  a  cool  place,  and 
when  thoroughly  cold  should  oe  packed 
in  a  hamper,  that  will  hold  four  dozen,  in 
layers,  or  rather  rows,  head  to  head. 
Every  layer  should  be  well  secured  from 
contact  with  that  beneath  by  a  good 
layer  of  stout,  straight  wheat-straw.  If 
the  dozen  of  fowls,  or  nine  (according 
to  the  size  of  the  basket),  that  constitute 
the  row,  should  not  quite  fill  the  space, 
then  a  wisp  of  straw  should  be  put  in,  to 
make  it  quite  tight.  If  they  get  loose  in 
the  package  they  become  limp,  and  fowls 
will  not  sell  in  the  market  unless,  when 
unpacked,  they  are  stiff  and  fresh.  It  is 
bad  policy  to  send  them  by  a  slow  con- 
veyance. A  few  shillings  are  saved  in 
carriage,  and  three  times  the  sum  is  lost  in 
condition  of  the  floods. 

Another  bad  plan  that  is  followed,  is  to 
wait  till  a  large  number  is  got  together. 
While  this  is  being  done,  the  oldest  fowls 
are  become  either  hard  from  the  increased 
age,  or  spoiled  by  over  fat.  If  four  dozen 
fowls  01  different  ages  are  to  be  sent^  it 


will  pay  hetter  to  send  them  one  dozen  at 
a  time,  in  separate  lots,  and  thus  to  sell  all 
in  their  prime,  than  to  spoil  half  of  them 
by  keeping  them  until  the  rest  are  ready 
to  send. 

We  say  nothing  of  killing,  because  they 
are  killed  and  laid  out  well  enough  for  any 
market. 

These  remarks  apply  equally  to  the 
turkeys  and  geese. 

We  say  nothing  of  the  old  argument, 
that  they  pay  the  senders  or  they  would 
discontinue  tne  trade ;  hut  we  aifirm,  that 
if  they  will  follow  our  suggestions,  the 
value  of  their  poultry  will  be  doubled, 
while  the  increase  in  their  cost  will  be 
trifling  indeed.  In  these  days  of  speedy 
communication  there  is  no  reason  whv 
some  of  the  many  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  now  paid  to  a  few  counties  in 
England  should  not  go  to  Ireland  ;  and 
we  believe  some  of  our  friends  in  the 
eastern  counties  may  profitably  take  notice 
of  these  hints  offered  to  Irish  poultry- 
breeders. 

H.R. 


Fonltry  Mania. 

It  has  been  truly  said,  that  we  are  all, 
though  actively  alive  to  the  failings  of  our 
neighbours,  tardy  in  the  belief  in  our  own 
imperfections ;  m  short,  that  whilst  our 
own  hobby  (whatever  it  may  be)  is  con- 
sidered the  extreme  of  rationality,  we  are 
too  apt  to  suppose  the  very  reverse  as  to 
that  of  another  person — a  circumstance 
which,  perchance,  may  have  tended  to 
identify  one  of  the  principal  features  of 
late  years,  with  the  term,  "Poultry  mania." 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  myself  candidly 
confess  to  an  early  pleasure  in  poultry- 
matters  ;  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  by  no  means  so  fashionable  a  pur- 
suit as  at  present.  Indeed^  when  a  sum- 
mary castigation  was  far  more  probable 
than  the  hope  of  celebrity,  on  account  of 
the  excellence  of  my  specimens,  this  hobby 
was  qiiite  as  dear  to  me  as  now. 
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The  result  of  much  careful  observation 
tells  me,  that  others  like  myself  have 
received  much  pleasure  from  the  care  and 
culture  of  domestic  poultry,  and  in  this 
present  day,  not  a  triflmg  pecuniary 
advantage  from  the  ease  witn  which, 
under  fawmrahle  circumstances,  consider- 
able quantities  may  be  produced,  and  iJie 
^extremely  ready  sale  first-rate  specimens 
now  find  in  our  markets.  The  most 
singular  incongruity  of  character,  perhaps, 
in  the  poultry  fancy  is  this,  that  nme 
out  of  ten  of  tnose  who  commence  keeping 
fancy  fowls  in  these  days,  do  so  simply  be- 
came it  is  a  popular  movement,  quite  regard- 
less of  the  stem  question,  whether  or  not 
the  premises  they  occupy  are  at  all  suitable 
for  the  intended  purpose.  If,  under  this 
kind  of  arrangement,  non-success  follows 
closely  on  the  heels  of  the  whole  plan,  the 
cause  would  be  frequently  of  the  most  easy 
possible  solution ;  nor  perhaps  does  any 
one  matter  so  frequently  tend  to  the  dis- 
comfiture of  such  aspirants  to  present 
fame,  as  the  cold,  damp  character  of  the 
habitations  selected  for  their  favourites. 
This  subject  thus  fairly  before  them, — no 
doubt  there  is  scarcely  a  single  reader 
among  those  of  your  really  useful  paper, 
whose  own  memory  does  not  recall  nume- 
rous instances,  among  his  friends  and 
acquaintances,  where  this  egregious  error 
has  been  fallen  into ;  and  with  conse- 
quences which  are  but  little  calculated  to 
raise  the  spirits,  or  to  induce  a  continuance 
,  of  the  pursuit. 

I      Let  any  reflective  mind  ponder  for  an 

I  instant  on  the  exposed  and  fearfully  damp 

I  aviaries   they   have  probably  themselves 

'  seen  erected  in  the   gardens  attached  to 

I  some  of  the  villas  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

large  towns,   where  the  fowls  in   rainy 

weather  were  literally  wading  the  whole 

day  long  in  mire,  which  their  vain  (though 

constant)  efforts  to  keep  up  animal  heat 

had  produced  ;  whilst  the  earth  seemed 

so  completely  saturated,  it  would  absorb 

no  more. 

It  seems  strange,  but  so  it  is,  their  wit- 
less owners  then  commence  a  most  piteous 


complaint,  "  of  some  sudden  ailment  hav- 
ing overtaken  their  fowls,"  generally  add- 
ing, "they  ouffhi  to  do  well,  for  they  are 
fed  as  regularly  as  the  family,"  evidently 
quite  overlooking  both  the  cause  and  its 
remedy.  It  is  caused,  in  almost  every 
instance,  by  excessive  and  long-protract^ 
damp.  Deprived  of  proper  exercise,  and 
of  course  compelled  to  remam  prisoners  in 
their  assigned  quarters, — colds,  bronchitis, 
and  at  length  roup  (the  greatest  bane  of 
poultry),  inevitably  follow,  while  not  un- 
frequently,  paralysis  adds  its  unwelcome 
presence  to  the  list  of  troubles. 

But  is  this  a  hopeless  case  ?  Certainly 
not ;  remove  the  cause,  and  the  sufferings 
of  your  poultry  are  at  an  end,  if  disease 
has  not  advanced  too  far  already  ^br  cure 
under  any  circumstances;  which,  if  long 
neglected,  will  probably  be  the  case. 

1  will  premise  what  I  have  now  to  say, 
by  simply  adverting  to  the  incontestable 
fact,  that  some  of  our  most  successful 
exhibitors  constantly  keep  their  fowls  in 
aviaries ;  but  they  do  so  with  this  proviso 
— effectual  means  have  been  adopted  to 
exclude  damp. 

If  thus  kept,  the  roof  should  be  "weather- 
tight;"  and  certainly  one  of  the  most 
satisfactory  aiTangements  I  have  yet  seen, 
was  where  coarse  semi-transparent  glass 
was  used  for  the  purpose,  as  it  allowed  the 
poultry  to  enjoy  at  all  times  that  essen- 
tially health-producing  habit,  of  basking 
in  the  dry  sand  placed  purposely  for 
them.  The  expense  was  not  a  great  one  ; 
the  result — ^that  for  several  years  past 
(when  all  around,  the  amateurs  were  daily 
deploring  the  loss  of  one  or  other  of  their 
pets),  here  all  were  as  perfectly  healthy  as 
could  be  desired.  I  do  not  mean  to  advise 
that  fowls  should  by  preference  be  kept  in 
such  confined  premises,  but  simply  to  say- 
that  frequently  they  are  thus  kept,  and 
when  cleanliness  has  been  scrupulously 
adhered  to,  somewhat  advantageously.  It 
is  certain,  too,  that  parties  will  always  be 
found  who  are  desirous  to  have  a  few 
fancy  fowls  for  eggs  and  ornament,  who 
cannot  allow  their  poultry  to  run  riot  in 
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their  gardens,  and  for  their  benefit  more 
especially  (as  they  compose  a  most  nume- 
rous body  in  society)  are  these  hints 
intended.  With  this  supposition,  permit 
a  few  words  of  advice  to  those  thus  fet- 
tered for  accommodation.  Granting  the 
roof  (whatever  the  material)  impervious 
to  rain,  ever  remember  the  importance  of 
its  projection  considerably  beyond  the 
front  wire-work,  or  (which  is  quite  an 
improvement)  let  a  light  zinc  spout  carry 
away  the  surplus  water,  lest  the  v^nds 
should  drive  it  into  the  aviaries.  Let  the 
floor  of  the  aviary  be  also  raised  some  few 
inches  above  the  surrounding  land  ;  and 
last  (not  least  by  any  means),  cover  the 
whole  of  the  floor  with  a  coat  of  some  four 
to  six  inches  of  drift-sand,  which  is  gene- 
rally easily  attainable  after  heavy  summer 
starmSy  in  the  lowest  levels  of  the  imme- 
diate lanes  and  highways.  This  kind  of 
sand  contains  small  pebbles,  which  are 
absolutely  essential  to  the  digestion  con- 
tinuitiff  perfect  in  poultry  of  any  kind 
during  close  confinement ;  and,  on  that 
account,  it  is  far  better  than  all  other 
matters  for  this  particular  purpose.  It 
therefore  should  be  obtained  if  possible, 
even  though  it  may  entail  some  httle  ad- 
ditional expense  and  trouble. 

Under  tnese  simple  arrangements,  it  is 
really  almost  incredible  the  successful 
result  which,  both  as  regards  the  old 
poultry,  and  also  the  chickens,  I  have 
known  attained  ;  and  with  occasional 
supplies  of  lettuces  or  other  green  food, 
not  unfrequently  have  I  seen  a  heatUy  of 
feather  that  could  not  be  surpassed.  These 
remarks  are  quite  as  applicable  to  phea- 
sants, and  game  of  all  kinds,  as  to  do- 
mestic poiilt^. 

To  insure  both  appearances  and  health, 
whitewashing,  of  these  limited  arrange- 
ments for  poultry,  should  take  place  at 
least  annually. 

Having  written  these  few  short  rules,  I 
hope  in  some  future  paper,  to  give  the 
more  sunny  side  of  the  picture,  viz.,  where 
the  lucky  amateur  possesses  all  the  advan- 
tages of  a  locaKty  and  premises,  suitable 


for  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  taste  for 
poultry.  Meanwhile,  let  me  dismiss  this 
subject  (so  far  as  concerns  the  interests  of 
those  for  whom  I  have  now  been  writing), 
with  the  following  trite  suggestion  : — 
"  Where  there  is  a  will,  there  is  a  way." 

E.C. 


Poultry  Exhibitions. 

TO    THB    EDITOR    OF    THE    "POULTRY 
CHRONICLE." 

Sir, — In  addition  to  the  very  sensible 
and  proper  remarks  from  E.  H.  in  your 
first  number,  will  you  ^low  me,  as  one 
who  has  had  to  work  pretty  hard  at  a 
show,  to  add  my  mite  of  hinte  to  Com- 
mittees of  Poultry  Shows. 

The  first  would  be,  that  on  no  con- 
sideration should  the  birds  be  received 
excepting  each  lot  in  its  own  separate 
hamper.  Many  parties  are  fond  of  send- 
ing tncir  fowls  in  immense  packages,  with 
three  or  more  subdivisions,  containing 
birds  of  all  classes ;  and  but  too  frequently 
packed  in  the  wrong  divisions,  ^nd  not 
unfrequently  with  the  divisions  broken 
down,  and  a  dismal  view  of  bloody  heads 
and  damaged  combs  :  they  little  think  of 
the  trouble  of  carrying  these  cumbersome 
articles  through  the  crowded  avenues  of  a 
poultry  show. 

Next,  in  all  cases  of  sale,  that  the  ham- 
per in  which  the  birds  have  arrived  shall 
be  included  in  the  sale :  this  will  save  the 
trouble  of  providing  an  uncertain  number 
for  the  purchasers  ;  of  returning  the  empty 
ones  to  their  proper  owners,  to  whom  they 
but  too  often  never  get  (having  fallen 
into  one  of  the  many  pitfalls  which  abound 
on  all  railways  and  other  places  for  empty 
packages),  and  who  consequently  pester 
the  unfortunate  secretary  with  number- 
less letters,  expecting  him  to  answer  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world,  in  addition  to  his 
own  mishaps.  Let  the  cost  of  the  hampers 
be  one  shilling  or  ten  shillings,  it  will  be 
the  same  in  the  end  if  added  to  the  price 
of  the  birds. 
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I  quite  agree  with  E.  H.  that  birds  must 
be  returned  immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  exhibition;  and  will  vouch  for  the 
fact,  that  after  a  late  exhibition  to  which 
he  alludes,  the  920  pens  exMbited  were 
all  repacked  and  ready  for  despatch  by 
6  A.M.  of  the  day  following  the  exhibi- 
tion ;  it  having  closed  at  10  p.m.  pre- 
viously. Alas!  but  with  little  purpose,  for 
the  railway  companies  will  not  take  their 
share  of  the  trouble,  and  but  too  fre- 
quently the  birds  are  stopped  at  some  sta- 
tion one,  two,  or  even  three  days.  The 
blame  of  this  all  falls  on  the  committee  of 
the  show,  and  until  the  railways  will  use 
greater  despatch,  \  fear  the  immediate  re- 
turn of  biras  is  a  consummation  devoutly 
to  be  hoped  for  by  all  exhibitors,  but  not 
to  be  expected. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

W.W. 


Schedule  of  the  Birmingham  Poultry 
Shows. 

The  Schedule  of  the  Birmingham  show 
is  issued,  and  announces  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  amount  of  prizes,  with  an 
addition  of  seven  silver  vases  to  those  in 
money  which  are  usually  given.  We  pub- 
lish the  Prize  List  itself,  from  which  our 
readers  will  see  that  several  new  classes 
are  also  added  to  those  of  last  year. 


THE  PRIZE  LIST,  1854. 

POUIiTBT. 

GOLDEN  PENCILLED  HAMBURG. 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 

Class    1  .—For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         ..        ..  £3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Chickens  o/1854. 
Class    2.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 


GOLDEN  SPANGLED  HAMBURG. 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old* 
Class   3.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens  £3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

CAic;fe«M  0/1854. 
CUiss   4. — For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 8    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

SILVER  PENCILLED  HAMBURG. 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class    5.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Chickens  o/1854. 
Class    6.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pallets 3    0 

Second  prize .20 

Third  prize 10 

SILVER  SPANGLED  HAMBURG. 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class   7.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Chickens  of  ISbi, 
Class   8.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 


POLISH  FOWL.— (Black,  wcth  white 

Crests.) 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class   9.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0    0 

Second  i>rize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 

Chickens  of  ISbi. 
Class  10.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pallets 3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 

POLISH    FOWL.-(GoLDEN.) 
Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  11.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         ..'        ..        ..300 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 
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Cktckeut  of  lBb4. 
Class  12. — For  the  best  CJock  and  three 

Pallets  £3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

POLISH    FOWL.  — (Silver.) 
Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  13.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Chickens  of  1954, 
Class  14.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

POLISH   FOWL   OF   ANY   OTHER 
VARIETY. 
Birds  ejpceedinff  one  pear  old. 
Class  15.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize  . .         . ,         ..10 
Chickens  of  1854, 
Class  16.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 


SPANISH. 
Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  17. — For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Chickens  o/1854. 
Class  18.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0 

Second  prize. .      ...         ..20 

Third  prize  ..      '  ..        ..10 


DORKING.— (Coloured.) 
Birds  exceeding  one  year  old, 
Clflss  19.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Chickens  of  \85i4. 
Class  20.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pallets 3    0 

Second  prize. ,         .,         ..2    0 
Third  prize  . .         . .         ..10 


DORKING.-(Whitb.) 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  21.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens  ..  £3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Chickens  qf  1954. 
Class  22;— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 


COCHIN  CHINA.— (Cinnamon,  and  Buff.) 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  "23.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 

Chickens  of  1954. 
Class  24.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 

COCHIN  CHINA.— (Brown,  &  Partridge 
Feathered.) 
Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  25.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 

Chickens  of  18^. 
Class  26.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Thu-d  prize 10    0 

COCHIN-   ChInA.  -  (White.) 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  27.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 

Chickens  of  IS54. 
Class  28.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Third  prize 10    0 

COCHIN    CHINA.  —  (Black.) 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  29. —For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Hens         3    0    0 

Second,  prize.,         ..         ..200 
Third  prize  .,.       ..         ..100 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20                         THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 

Chickens  of  ISbi, 

GAME  FOWL.— (DrcKwiNGS,  and  other 

Class  30.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Greys,  and  Blues.) 

PuUeta      ..        ..           £3    0 

0 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

Class  39.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Third  prize 10 

0 

Hens         ..         ..           JS3    0   0 
Second  prize..         ..      -..200 

Thirdprize 10   0 

"  BRAMAH  POOTRA"  FOWLS. 

Chickens  0/1854. 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  31.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Class  40.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets 3    0   0 

Hens         3    0 

0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

Thirdprize 10    0 

Third  prize 10 

0 

Chickens  of  IBbi. 
Class  32.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

MALAY. 

Pullets 3    0 

0 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

Class  41.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Third  prize 10 

0 

Hens         3    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Thirdprize 10    0 

GAME  FOWL.— (White,  and  Piles.) 

Chickens  of  l^U:. 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 

Class  42.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Class  33.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

Pullets       3    0    0- 

Hens         3    0 

0 

Second  prize 2    0    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

Thirdprize 10    0 

Thirdprize 10 

0 

Chickens  of  \9^i. 

Seven  Silver  Vases,  of  the  value  of  six  guineas 

Class  34.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

each,  will  be  awarded,  instead  of  money  prizes. 

Pullets 3    0 

0 

for  the  best  pen  of  Pencilled  Hamburg,  Span- 

Second prize 2    0 

0 

gled  Hamburg,  Polish,  Spanish,  Dorking,  Co- 

Thirdprize 10 

0 

chin-Cbina,  and  Game  Fowls. 

GAME  FOWL.— (Black-breasted,  and 

Class  43.— FOR  ANY  OTHER  DISTINCT 

OTHER  Reds.) 

BREED. 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 

The  Judges  will  award  first,  second,  or  third 

Class  35.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

prizes,  in  this  class,  according  to  their  respective 

Hens         3    0 

0 

merit,  to  deserving  specimens  of  a  Cock  and  three 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

Hens  above  one  year  old,  and  also  to  a  Cock  and 

Thirdprize 10 

0 

three  Pullets,  chickens  of  1854,  of  any  distinct 

Chickens  of  \9U. 
Class  36.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

variety  not  named  in  tjie  above  classes ;  making 

their  awards  separately  on  each  variety  shown. 

PuUets 3    0 

0 

in  the  class. 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

Thirdprize 10 

0 

BANtAMS.— (Gold-laced.) 

GAME  FOWL.— (Blacks,  and  Brassy 

ChuBs  44.— For  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Winged,  except  Greys.) 

Hens         2    0    0      1 

Second  prize 1     0    0      | 

Birds  exceeding  one  year  old. 
Class  37.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

BANTAMS.— (Silver-lacbd.) 

Hens         3    0 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

0- 

Class  45.— For  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens         2    0     0 

Thirdprize 10 

0 

Second  prize 1     0     O 

Chickens  of  19SA. 
Class  38.— For  the  best  Cock  and  three 

BANTAMS.-(White.) 

i 

Pullets 3    0 

0 

Class  46.— For  the  best  Cock  and  two 

I 

Second  prize 2    0 

0 

Hens         2    0     O 

Thirdprize  .'..        .^        ..10 

0 

Second  prize 10     0 
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BANTAMS.-(Black.) 
Class  47. — For  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens         ..        ..  £2.    0 

Second  prize 10 

BANTAMS.— (Any  other  Variety.) 
Class  48.— For  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens         2    0 

Second  prize..        a.        ..10 


Class 


Class 


Class 


Class 


Class 


GEESE. 
49.— For  the  best  Gander  and  two 

Geese        3 

Second  prize 2 

Thirdprise 1 

DUCKS.— (White  Aylesbury.) 
50. — ^For  the  best  Drake  and  three 

Ducks       3 

Second  prize 2 

Third  prize 1 

DUCKS.— (Rouen.) 
51.— For  the  best  Drake  and  three 

Docks       3 

Second  prize 2 

Third  prize  ..        ..        ..1 

DUCKS.— (Any  other  Variety.) 
52.— For  the  best  Drake  and  three 

Ducks       3 

Second  prize 2 

Thurd  prize 1 

DUCKS.— (Muscovy.) 
53.— For  the  best  Drake  and  three 
Ducks       1 


0    0 


t  TURKEYS. 

'  Birdi  exceeding  one  year  old. 

Class  54.— For  the  best  Turkey  Cock 
I  and  two  Hens     . .        ..30 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 

Birde  hatched  in  1854. 
Class  55.— For  the  best  Turkey  Cock 
I  and  two  Hens     . .        ..30 

Second  prize 2    0 

Third  prize 10 


PIQEOKS. 

Carriers. 
Class    1.— For  the  best  pair  of  Carriers   0  15 
Second  prize..        ..        ..  0  10 

Almond  Tumblers. 
Class   2.— For  the  best  pair  of  Almond 

Tumblers 0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 


Balds  or  Beards. 
Class   3.— For  the  best  pair  of  Balds  or 

Beards      ..         ..  JSO  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Mottled  Tumblers. 
Class  4.— For  the  best  pair  of  Mottled 

Tumblers 0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Owls. 
Class   5.— For  the  best  pair  of  Owls  . .  0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Nuns. 
Class   6.— For  the  best  pair  of  Nuns . .  0  15 
Second  prize 0  10 

Class   7.— ForthebestpairofTurbits   0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Archangels. 
Class   8.— For  the  best  pur  of  Arch- 
angels        0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Jacobinbs. 
Class   9.— Forthebestpairof  JacobinesO  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Fantails. 
Class  10.— For  the  best  pair  of  Fantails  0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Trumpeters. 
Class  11.— For  the  best  pair  of  Trum- 
peters         0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Pouters  or  Croppers. 
Chiss   12.- For  the  best  pair  of  Pouters 

or  Croppers  ..        ..  0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Barbes. 
Chiss  13.— For  the  best  paur  of  Barbes    0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Runts. 
Class  14.— For  the  best  pair  of  Runts. .  0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

DrXooons. 
Class  15.— For  thelbest  pair  of  Dragoons  0  15 

Second  prize 0  10 

Any  other  new  or  distinct  Variety. 
Chiss  16.— For  the  best  paur  of  any  other 

new  or  distinct  variety  . .   0  15 
Second  prize 0  10 


A  separate  form  of  Certificate  will  be  this  year 
issued  for  Pigeons. 

Silver  Medals  may  in  all  cases  be  taken  by  the 
Exhibitors  instead  of  money  prizes.    Medals  of 
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the  value  of  21.,  \l.,  and  15s.>  have  been  pre- 
pared by  Hr.  Ottley. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

John  Morgan,  Jan.,  Secretary* 
Offices  of  the  Society, 
No.  38,  Bennett's  Hill,  Birmingham, 
February  23rd,  1854. 


The  chief  alterations  in  the  regulations 
are  the  following  : — "  None  but  donors,  or 
subscribers  of  not  less  than  1/.  per  annum, 
will  be  entitled  to  compete  for  prizes;  and 
it  is  particularly  requested  that  the  sub- 
scriptions may  be  paid  before  the  closing  of 
the  entries^  in  order  that  the  exhibitors' 
cards  of  admission  may  be  properly  for- 
warded." 

"  Subscribers  of  1/.  per  annum  will  be 
entitled  to  exhibit  poultry ;  but  no  sub- 
scriber can  enter  more  than  two  pens  in 
any  one  class,  nor  more  than  four  pens  in 
the  whole  " 

"  Exhibitors  of  pigeons  only  may  enter 
six  pens  ;  but  not  more  than  two  pens  of 
any  one  variety." 

"Persons  entering  poultry  and  failing 
to  send  the  same  for  exhibition,  will  be 
required  to  pay  a  fine  of  three  shillings  for 
each  pen  so  left  vacant." 

"  No  member  of  the  society  or  of  the 
council,  or  other  person,  will  be  admitted 
to  Bingley  Hall  before  the  opening  of  the 
exhibition  on  Tuesday,  December  12,  with 
the  exception  of  those  who  are  actually 
engaged  in  the  arrangements  within  the 
building,  and  who  have  received  admission 
cards  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Gene- 
ral Purposes  Committee.  Special  cards  of 
admission  will  also  be  forwarded  to  the 
judges,  to  be  used  on  Mondav,  Dec.  11." 

At  the  close  of  the  Schedule  we  find  the 
intimation  that  the  "Annual  Dinuer  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  December  12 ;  and 
the  annual  general  meeting  of  subscribers 
will  be  held  on  Thursday,  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, when  a  resolution  will  be  proposed 
to  limit  the  number  of  the  council,  and  to 
fix  the  time  during  which  such  council 
shall  remain  in  office ;  and  a  code  of  laws 
for  the  future  government  of  the  society 


will  be  submitted  for  approval ;  and  such 
meeting  will  afterwaras  proceed  to  the 
election  of  the  president,  vice-president, 
and  council." 


Poultry  for  Cottagers. 

In  the  introduction  to  your  first  impres- 
sion of  the  "Poultry  Chronicle,"  I  find 
that  one  of  the  objects  sought  to  be  at- 
tained is  its  circulation  among  cottagers ; 
and  every  person  who  has  the. well-being 
of  his  fellow  creatures  at  heart  w^ill,  I  am 
sure,  do  all  in  his  or  her  power  to  aid  you 
in  so  praiseworthy  an  attempt.  I  am 
aware  tnat  I  am  not  singular  in  a  feeling 
of  surprise  that  more  attention  is  not  paid 
to  the  rearing  of  poultry  in  this  country 
by  our  rustic  labouring  population,  and 
though  at  some  few  exhibitions  encourage- 
ments and  rewards  have  been  held  out  to 
cottagers,  I  fear  that  we  shall  look  in  vain 
for  a  list  of  competitors ;  at  all  events,  if 
we  find  one,  it  will  be  very  small.  It  is 
not  my  aim  to  inquire  from  what  source 
this  apparent  disinclination  arises,  but  I 
would  riather  endeavour  to  point  out  to 
the  parties  under  consideration  what  ad- 
vantages they  are  allowing  to  pass  by  un- 
noticed, Which  are  reaped  oy  the  foreigner, 
and  every  day  and  year  on  an  increasing 
scale. 

Great  ends  are  often  attained  by  small 
beginnings,  and  as  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  try  and  cajole  the  honest  labourer  into 
the  belief  that  he  is  to  secure  an  inde- 
pendence by  keeping  a  few  fowls,  I  hope 
the  sneer  of  criticism  will  be  suppressed 
when  I  state  that  my  wish  is  to  improve 
the  condition  of  thp  poor  man,  and  that 
at  a  trifling  cost ;  and  should  his  re- 
sources be  carefully  husbanded,  I  would 
venture  to  hope,  that  ere  long  we  may 
see  the  programmes  of  our  various  ex- 
hibitions containing  a  respectable  array 
of  (cottagers  as  competitors.  The  first  step 
to  be  taken  would  be  tlie  erection  of  a 
house  for  the  stock,  and  this  is  an  affair 
that  may  be  managed  by  the  most  com- 
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plete  bungler.  The  principal  thing  to  be 
observed  is,  that  it  have  a  warm  aspect, 
facing  either  the  south  or  the  south-west 
The  size  of  it  must  be  regulated  according 
to  the  number  of  fowls  kept.  A  few  close 
sheep  hurdles,  thatched  either  with  straw 
or  heath  is  idl  that  is  necessary  for  the 
sides.  Some  stakes  as  rafters  at  the  top, 
placed  in  a  slanting  position,  and  well 
thatched  with  straw,  complete  the  roof. 
Space  must  be  left  of  course  for  a  door, 
with  an  aperture  in  it,  for  the  fowls  to  go 
in  and  out,  which  should  be  covered  up  at 
night.  Place  a  few  nests  in  the  interior, 
with  a  perch  two  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  the  nouse  is  finished.  But  how  is  it 
to  be  tenanted  ?  I  will  suppose,  first,  that 
fowls  are  kept  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
eggs  for  the  table,  and  as  they  are  an 
article  of  such  general  consumption,  more 
especially  in  the  metropolis,  where  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
resale  themselves  with  the  stale  smatchy 
commodity  exhibited  in  very  long  boxes 
at  the  various  shops,  which  commodity 
was  certainly  never  produced  in  this 
country,  and  where,  from  long  usage, 
they  consider  the  musty  odour  and  taste 
as  a  peculiar  component  of  it,  being  totally 
ignorant  of  the  rich  nutritious  flavour  of 
a  new-laid  egg^  I  would  suoji^est  to  my 
poorer  country  brethren,  by  whom  I  mean, 
those  who  cannot  afford  to  embark  in  a 
larger  speculation,  the  propriety  of  com- 
mencing operations,  by  purchasing  a  sit- 
ting of  e^;gs  from  fowls  which  are  noted  for 
being  layers.  Numbers  of  their  richer 
neighbours  would  afiford  them  ttie  loan  of  a 
sitting  hen  to  hatch  them  ;  and  as  regards 
the  raising  of  the  clutch,  I  will  not  attempt 
to  offer  one  word  of  instruction,  inasmuch 
as  the  wives  and  daughters  of  our  agri- 
cultural servants  are  remarkable  for  their 
success  in  that  particular.  In  many  parts 
of  England,  increased  facilities  present 
themselves  from  "  right  of  common  land,** 
and  where  this  privilege  exists,  the  advan- 
tages are  twofold  as  regards  the  cost  of 
keeping  the  birds,  and  the  benefit  to  their 
health  in  having  a  large  space  to  roam 


over.  It  will  happen  that  out  of  the  brood 
hatched,  the  majority  may  be  cockerels  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  pullets  will  prevail, 
though  not  often  the  case.  If  the  latter, 
so  much  the  better.  If  cockerels  pre- 
dominate, I  should  sell  those  that  are  not 
wanted  to  parties  who  collect  chickens  for 
the  markets.  Should  that  not  be  prac- 
ticable, they  will,  when  allowed  to  attain 
a  sufficient  size,  afiPord  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence to  the  family.  I  would  advise, 
that  the  eggs  be  hatched  as  early  in  the 
season  as  possible,  consistent  with  their 
doing  well.  The  pullets  will  then  lay  in 
the  autumn  and  through  the  winter,  at 
which  time,  even  in  the  country,  egm 
will'  fetch  three  halfpence  each.  With 
the  advantages  above  cited,  and  the  saving 
of  scraps  for  food,  the  cost  of  keep  would 
bear  no  comparison  to  the  profit,  which,  I 
trust,  would  be  carefully  deposited  in 
some  savings-bank,  creating  a  fund  which 
might  be  drawn  upon  in  time  of  need, 
sickness,  or  old  age.  What  benefit  might 
result  to  the  cottager,  if  the  owner  of  only 
hidfa  dozen  hens! 

Cottage  Ornee. 


The  best  Use  of  the  Poultry  Fancy. 

That  excellent  philanthropist,  Mr. 
Sturge,  of  Birmingham,  has  an  establish- 
ment for  the  reformation  of  criminal  out- 
cast boys.  He  says  he  has  found  poultry 
a  most  useful  auxiliary  in  awakening 
kindly  feelings  in  the  breasts  of  boys  who 
never  knew  one  before.  When  they  have 
been  found  proof  against  all  the  kindness 
shown  to  them  by  their  benefactors  and 
overlookers,  and  when  the  total  absence  of 
anything  like  kindly  feeling  has  been 
dreaded,  then  the  present  of  a  pen  of 
bantams  to  which  they  have  become  at- 
tached and  which  have  looked  up  to  them, 
has  awakened  a  new  feeling,  and  formed 
a  connecting  link  between  them  and  their 
master,  from  which  the  happiest  results 
have  flowed. 
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How  Prize  Fowls  are  made. 

Competition  is  now  becoming  so  great 
at  the  difiPerent  poultry  exhibitions,  that  it 
requires  every  attention  and  exertion  to 
breed  fowls  with  a  fair  hope  of  success. 

The  most  interesting  trials  of  strength 
between  amateurs  take  place  at  the  early 
shows  in  July,  August,  and  September, 
and  are  confined  to  chickens  of  the  year. 
May  chickens  are,  we  believe,  the  most 
vigorous,  and  will  often  in  December 
defeat  their  elder  brethren ;  but  for  the 
three  months  we  have  named,  earlier  birds 
must  be  had.  They  should  be  hatched  in 
January.  This  greatly  increases  tiie  difl&- 
culty  of  the  undertaking.  The  nights  are 
long  and  cold,  the  weather  unfavourable 
for  growth,  and  few  hens  disposed  to  sit. 
All  these  things  must  be  considered  before 
I  the  attempt  is  made.  Let  us  imagine  that 
they  have  been  considered,  and  that  the 
amateur  is  determined  to  enter  the  lists. 

First,  eggs  must  be  procured  from  first- 
rate  birds,  and  next,  a  sitting  hen  must 
(be  found.  Having  these  two,  choose  the 
place  for  the  hen ;  it  must  be  sheltered 
lirom  any  draught  or  cold  current  of  air. 
Advantage  must  be  taken  of  any.  circum- 
stance to  add  to  the  warmth  and  comfort 
of  the  hen.  There  is  no  place  more 
desirable  than  a  vacant  stall  in  a  shed, 
where  cattle  are  either  fatting  or  kept  for 
other  purposes  ;  it  should  be  an  end  stall, 
away  from  the  door,  and  where  she  can 
get  into  a  comer.  She  should  always  have 
clean  fresh  water  and  good  soft  food  at 
hand,  such  as  oatmeal  mixed  with  milk, 
also  a  small  heap  of  wood-ashes.  These 
afford  all  she  wants,  and  render  it  unneces- 
sary for  her  to  leave  her  ^gs  lon^.  TWs 
is  important,  because  they  soon  chill  when 
the  temperature  is  low,  and  if  the  eggs  are 
chilled,  although  they  may  not  be  spoiled, 
the  chicken  will  never  be  as  strong  as  if  it 
had  not  been  checked.  Next,  the  hen 
should  not  have  more  than  seven  eggs  put 
under  her,  and  if  more  than  one  sitting 
hen  can  be  found,  it  is  better  to  put  five 
eggs  under  each.     This  may  appear  a 


ridiculous  number,  but  in  breeding  birds 
which  are  to  be  subjected  to  great  com- 
petition, advantage  must  be  taken  of  every 
favourable  point.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  these  chickens  are  produced  before 
the  natural  time.  Let  alone,  the  hens 
should  bring  out  their  young  in  April  or 
May,  when  the  nights  are  short,  and  the 
weather  warm,  and  when  the  earth  affords 
ten  times  more  food  for  chickens  than  in 
January  or  February.  A  hen  covers  five 
eggs  better  than  a  larger  number,  and  they 
are  always  at  the  bottom  of  the  nest,  there 
are  no  outside  ones.  Say  they  all  hatch. 
In  the  two  early  monms,  the  night  is 
fifteen  hours  long,  and  very  cold  ;  this  is 
a  lonff  time  for  the  chickens  to  fast,  but 
if  well  covered  by  the  hen,  the  warmth 
keeps. and  nourisnes  them,  and  she  can 
cover  five  ujell^  so  long  as  they  require  it. 
For  the  first  fortnight,  she  could  cover 
more,  but  as  they  got  larger  some  would 
be  exposed  to  the  chill  air,  and  they 
would  struggle  and  work  themselves  down, 
till  they  had  displaced  a  more  fortunate 
brother,  and  exposed  him  to  the  chill  that 
had  already  injured  themselves.  Thus, 
from  having  too  many,  aU  j;et  injured, 
and  either  die  or  grow  up  sickly,  while 
the  five  would  have  lived  and  been  well 
hovered  by  the  hen  till  the  time  arrived 
when  from  their  age  and  the  genial  season 
they  could  dispense  with  her  maternal  care. 

it  requires  no  judging  to  say  which  of 
these  two  broods  would  be  successful,  if 
shown  at  six  months  old. 

Again,  the  food  given  by  hand  is  not  the 
only  food  required  by  chickens  ;  there  are 
lots  of  nourishment  found  by  the  hen  for 
her  progeny,  of  which  we  know  nothine. 
The  proof  of  this  is,  that  when  the  little 
ones  are  running  about  she  will  give  the 
peculiar  call,  and  they  are  all  busy  picking 
something  which  none  but  a  fowl  can 
detect.  STow  there  is  no  doubt  this  food 
exists  in  greater  quantities  in  the  mid- 
spring  than  in  winter,  and  it  is  also 
unquestionable  that  this  natural  food  is 
highly  necessary.  If  then  you  wish  your 
birds  to  have  every  advantage,  and  you 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


25 


hatch  them  before  their  season,  let  the 
small  number  of  chickens  correspond  with 
the  quantity  of  food  to  be  picked  up. 

It  is  most  essential  the  chickens  should 
always  be  fed  at  daybreak,  and  as  this 
occurs  earlier  so  must  they  be  fed  earlier. 
They  must  never  wait  for  their  food. 
During  the  day,  they  should  be  fed  every 
hour,  or  oftener,  and  it  is  well  tasubstitute 
new  milk  for  any  other  drink.  The 
I  chickens  will  not  always  hatch  at  the  same 
time ;  if  then  one  or  two  come  out  first, 
,  remove  them  at  once,  place  them  in  some 
I  flannel  in  a  basket,  and  put  them  before 
I  the  iire  till  all  are  hatched.  They  may 
,  then  be  put  under  the  hen,  and  for  the 
first  ten  hours  require  no  feeding.  They 
must  then  liave  eggs  boiled  hard  and 
chopped  fine,  oatmeal  mixed  with  new 
milk,  but  sufficiently  dry  to  break  when 
thrown  on  the  ground,  roasted  mutton 
chopped  very  fine ;  it  is  well  to  mix  some 
chopped  onion  with  their  meal  at  times, 
and  if  the  weather  be  very  cold,  but  not 
otherwise,  they  may  have  twice  per  day  a 
little  stale  bread  soaked  in  strong  beer, 
and  a  little  bruised  hempseed.  After  they 
are  three  weeks  old,  they  may  have  tailing 
wheat  twice  or  three  times  per  day.  The 
hen  should  remain  under  the  rip  in 
January  and  February,  at  least  six  weeks, 
or  even  two  months,  taking  care  to  move 
it  every  day.    The  hen  should  also  be  fed 

Suite  as  well  as  the  chickens.  The  longer 
le  chickens  are  fed  as  chickens  the  better 
they  will  thrive,  but  when  they  reach  the 
age  of  six  weeks,  they  do  not  require 
feeding;  so  often.  I,  however,  advise  the 
same  food  to  be  continued  until  they  are 
three  months  old,  by  that  time  the  earth 
affords  them  more  food,  and  they  are  able 
to  seek  it.  The  rule,  however,  still  holds 
good,  they  must  be  able  to  get  out  at  day- 
break ;  at  that  time,  of  a  spring  morning, 
the  grass  teems  with  insect  and  reptile 
life,  all  food  for  poultry,  and  which  dis- 
appear when  the  sun  is  risen.  Now  they 
only  require  feeding  three  times  a  day, 
provided  they  have  a  good  run  of  grass, 
access  to  slirubberies,  &c.     Their  food 


should  be  barley  and  oatmeal,  varied,  but 
principally  the  latter  mixed  with  milk, 
and  given  them  in  balls  of  a  size  they  can 
easily  swallow;  these  should  be  thrown  to 
them  so  long  as  they  will  run  after  them  : 
when  they  cease  to  do  so,  no  more  should 
be  given.  They  should  be  fed.  early,  at 
mid-day,  and  late.  If  it  is  observed  they 
are  dissatisfied  between  the  meals,  give 
Uiem  a  little  whole  corn,  wheat,  or  barley ; 
the  former  is  the  best,  but  it  should  not 
be  thrown  down  so  that  they  can  eat  a 
fill  in  a  few  minutes,  but  it  should  be 
scattered  in  the  grass,  as  though  it  were 
being  sown  broad-cast.  It  amuses  the  fowls 
while  they  are  looking  for  it,  and  it  does 
them  more  good  after  they  have  found  it. 
They  must  never  be  without  pure  and 
clean  water.  Those  who  have  not  care- 
fully fed  in  this  way,  have  no  idea  of  the 
growth  of  fowls  under  such  treatment. 
I  If  your  space  permit,  it  is  now  well  to 
divide  the  cocks  and  pullets.  If  you  have 
two  yards,  keep  all  the  cocks  in  one,  all 
the  pullets  in  the  other. 

Your  eye  will  soon  detect  the  prize  pens, 
but  to  be  secure  from  all  accidents,  if  you 
want  to  exhibit /our  have  eight  ready. 


The  Pirst  Birmingham  Poultry  Show. 
Hdd  December,  1848. 

At  the  very  time  that  we  have  the 
pleasure  of  presenting  to  our  readers' 
notice  the  greatly  increased  prize  list  of 
the  Birmingham  sia^h  annual  Exhibition, 
together  with  amended  regulations,  ren- 
dered imperative  from  the  necessity  to 
limit  the  number  of  entries  in  a  small 
degree,  an  account  of  the  first  Birmingham 
show,  from  the  pen  of  our  valued  contri- 
butor "E.  C."  will,  we  are  sure,  be  espe- 
cially interesting  to  our  readers. 
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It  is  universally  admitted  with  how 
keen  an  interest  a  geologist  inrestigates 
the  formation  of  the  antediluvian  world— 
the  insatiable  relish  felt  by  the  antiquarian 
for  all  that  is  grotesque,  mouldering,  or 
antique,  will  also  be  willingly  acknow* 
ledged — ^\\^hilst,  turning  from  ancient  to 
modern  times,  it  will  be  as  generally  id- 
lowed,  that  after  a  careful  and  lengthy 
review  of  the  beautifully  adjusted  machi- 
nery of  an  express  locomotive  of  owr  own 
daysy  there  are  certainly  very  few  indivi- 
duals indeed  who  would  not  feel  their 
pleasures  still  greatly  enhanced  bv  a  brief 
visit  to  the  primaty  effort  (though  so  far 
removed  from  present  perfection)  of  the 
justly  renowned  and  self-immortalized 
Watt.  Following  then  this  train  of  thought, 
perchance  many  of  your  readers  may  feel 
considerable  interest  in  perusing  a  succinct 
and  veritable  account  of  the  Jirs6  Poultry 
Show  that  was  ever  held  in  *^  the  good  old 
town  of  Birmingham,"  when,  beset  with 
all  the  untried  difficulties  of  such  a  pro- 
position, and  the  dearly-bought  experi- 
ences of  the  present  day — thm  altogether 
unavailable — ^a  few  spirited  individuals 
carried  to  a  successful  issue  an  event  that 
has  now  proved  the  foster-parent  of  the 
many  others  of  similar  character,  that 
abound  in  almost  every  principal  town  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  also  many  of 
the  less  important  ones.  It  is  quite  essential 
that  I  may  be  clearly  understood  to  pre&ce 
my  narrative  by  assuring  your  readers,  in 
those  former  days  poultry  amateurs  were 
by  no  means  as  generally  existent  as  at 
tne  present  time ;  few  and  far  between 
were  their  locations— and  though  even 
theny  among  the  few  who  felt  interest 
therein,  emulation  did  exist,  generally 
speaking,  the  keeping  of  poultry  was  re- 
garded as  a  "  useless  hobby"  "  a  mere  indi- 
vidual caprice^^  "  an  idle  whim  from,  whieh 
no  good  result  could  by  possibility  accrue  f^ 
nay,  sometimes  it  was  rather  ungene- 
rously hinted,  "What  a  pity  they  have 
not  something  better  to  employ  them  during 
leisure  hours  !'*  They  were  even  styled 
"enthusiasts."    But  have  not  the  records 


of  every  age  proved  that  enthusiasts  are 
ever  and  invariably  the  pioneers  of  im- 
provement ?  And  time,  too,  substantiated 
the  verity  of  this  universal  rule  in  refer- 
ence to  our  subjecty  for  among  other  proofs 
it  brought  incontestable  evidence  that  the 
raising  of  poultry  was  by  no  means  the 
unremunerative  folfy  idlers  supposed  it  to  be, 
and  hesitated  not  to  rashly  declaim  it ;  like- 
wise, that  it  simply  required  to  be  fairly 
brought  under  public  notice  to  insure  its 
general  utility,  and  the  acknowledgment 
of  how  strangely  so  important  a  source  of 
emolument  had  been  nitherto  neglected 
and  overlooked. 

It  was  when  calling  for  a  chat  with  a 
brother  amateur  on  the  subject  of  our 
favourites,  that  the  first  intimation  of  the 
proposed  Poultry  Show  in  Birmingham 
came  under  my  notice,  from  an  advertise- 
ment in  "The  Midland  Counties'  Herald," 
declaratory  of  the  intended  event,  and 
which  also  asked  the  aid  and  assistance  of 
parties  who  might  look  with  favour  on  the 
movement.  Tne  very  novelty  of  the  idea, 
the  natural  curiosity  to  know  who  purposed 
carrying  it  out,  and,  egotism  apart,  I  will 
add  the  impulsive  desire  of  both  that  it 
should  be  successful,  induced  us  immedi- 
ately to  join  cause  with  the  projectors. 
Hence  my  knowledge  of  all  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  "Pig  and 
Poultry  Show,"  as  first  instituted  in 
Birmingham.  It  was  at  this  time  by  na 
means  an  easy  attainment  to  insure  a  col- 
lection worthy  of  a  sight-seeing  public 
(from  the  then  disinclination  of  parties  to 
exhibit  their  specimens),  but  a  little  per- 
sonal exertion  of  all  the  active  committee 
soon  realized  the  certainly  of  success,  so 
fer  &s  this  part  of  the  affair  was  concerned  ; 
though  whether  or  not  the  ^mWiq  genercdly 
would  feel  equally  interested  was  of 
course  still  an  open  question.  A  spacious 
building  (since  removed  for  railway  pur- 
poses) was  the  selected  one  for  the  exhibi- 
tion, and  as  far  as  the  pigs  alone  on  the 
ground-^oov  were  concerned,  it  was  all 
that  was  necessary  or  could  be  desired  ; 
while   the   poultry  department    was    a 
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grcaiaufy^  lighted  from  the  roof,  hut  which 
was  sadly  too  low  for  ventilation^  and  what 
added  .seriously  to  the  inconvenience,  was 
ONLT  aoaessible  by  a  narrow  and  winding 
gUnTy  capable  of  allowing  two  moderately 
Bleed  perooBs  to  pass  sideways,  but  which 
was  jceiiipdetely  unavailable  both  for  egress 
or  aoBMs,  tlH  they  had  left :  if  a  party  of 
unusisal  obesity  was  in  possession,  as  being 
trailed  on  hoth  sides,  visitors  could  not  ac* 
commodate  each  other  in  any  way.  This 
was  the  worst  feature  in  the  whole  affair, 
and  was  decidedly  increased  by  the  desire 
of  those  learning  to  pass  speedily  away. 
Sin^siV  (Enough,  the  last  occupant  of 
this  exfa&ition-room  was  literally  a  poaUty 
famoiar'^B,  "tame  fox — and  like  many 
aiftother  tenant,  he  left  his  tenement  so 
XEBota^^  that  it  required  no  little  trouble 
to  sw<£Etesi  and  make  it  habitabk.  In 
this  xoom,  then,  the  pens  for  the  poultry 
wese  aorcanged  in  a  (double  height)  row 
down  each  side  and  the  one  end,  the  other 
being  occupied  by  a  large  window  opening 
to  the  street,  and  the  impromptu  method 
adopted  for  the  fronts  to  the  pens  would 
scarcely  be  tolerated  in  these  days,  bein^ 
all  open  wicker-work  except  five,  reserved 
for  the  Chinese  golden  and  silver  pheasants, 
and  also  English  pied  pheasants  of  an 
amateur  in  the  neighbourhood,  who,  for 
greater  security,  at  his  own  expense,  had 
these  of  wire-work.  The  arrangements 
for  the  reception  of  the  poultry  were,  of 
course,  of  a  very  primitive  and  incom* 
plete  character :  there  being  no  prior  entry y 
those  willing  to  show  them  bringing  their 
fowls  the  morning  of  the  exhibition  till 
10  a.m.:  and,  strangely  diiferent  to  expec- 
tation was  the  resuUy  for  before  the  time 
just  specified,  all  the  pens  were  filled,  and 

?[uite   as    many  were  refused  adml^ion 
from  inability  to  accommodate  them)  as 
I  were  actually  received. 

At  mid-day  the  show  was  announced  to 
I  open,  and  long  prior  the  street  was  thronged 
,  with  partie8**~chiefly  agriculturiste,  being 
!  market-day — anxious    to    obtain    admit- 
tance, and  sometimes  amusing  themselves 
not  a  little  uproariously,  by  beating  the 


door  noisily  with  their  sticks.  A  very 
important  duty,  however,  was  still  to 
be  performed,  viz.,  awarding  the  prizes ; 
for  which  purposes  the  services  of  a  gentle- 
man from  London  were  secured,  and  his 
decisions  were  final.  The  number  of  pens 
being  onlv  about  16Q,  this  work  was  soon 
completed,  and  when  the  doors  were  thrown 
open,  a  perfect  crush  commenced,  and  the 
place  was  speedily  crammed  to  excess.  A 
very  great  drawliack  to  receipts  was,  from 
persons  not  being  able  this  day  to  gain 
admission  from  the  confined  character  of 
the  premises.  The  visitors,  however,  were 
evidently  intent  on  jocularity,  and  the 
cock-crowing  of  numerous  boys,  idling 
about  in  the  street,  served  the  nature  of  a 
public  advertisement  of  what  was  going 
forward. 

Gas  being  introduced,  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  teke  out  many  of  the  panes  of 
glass  in  the  skylighte  for  the  admission  of 
air ;  for  now  both  the  poultry  and  visitors 
were  suffering  very  severely  from  the  in- 
tense heat :  hence,  on  the  following^  day, 
the  annoyance  from  a  heavy,  continued 
rain  was  very  great,  and  not  only  pre- 
vented many  visitors  attending  at  all,  but 
seriously  inconvenienced  those  wsho  did 
follow  me  bent  of  their  curiosity.  A  very 
considerable  amount  was  undouWdly  lost, 
from  the  current  supposition  that  it  would 
be  still  open  to  the  public  on  the  Saturday. 
It  w€u  noty  and  thus  many  were  dis- 
appointed. The  fact  was,  all  who  did 
obtain  admission  seemed  pleased  and  satis- 
fied, as  the  different  classes  came  under 
their  inspection.  A  few  Cochins  (they 
were  scarce  and  almost  unknown  in  those 
days),  some  excellent  Malays,  and  equally 
good  silver-spangled  Hamburgs,  two(!) 

fiens  of  coloured  Dorkings,  and  several 
ots  of  game,  all  had  their  admirers. 
Geese  there  were  none  ;  of  ducks  one  pen 
<mfy  1  whilst  the  Sebright  bantams  mus- 
tered forcibly ;  and  as  regards  the  golden 
and  silver  Chinese  pheasants,  the  query 
was  ofttimes  heard  **What  sort  oi  fowls 
do  you  call  these  ?"  a  proof  of  how  little 
poultry  had    occupied    public    attention 
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hitherto.  Once  aroused,  however,  how 
different  the  result.  From  thcU  time,  the 
interest  in  poultry  hcu  been  ever  on  the 
increase;  thousands  in  this  empire,  who 
always  possessed  the  necessary  adyantages 
(ha  had  before^me  neglected  them),  for  me 
lucrative  support  of  poultry,  now  took  this 
matter  systematically  in  hand ;  while  the 
return,  which  formerly  was  considered 
only  a  scanty  and  nrecarious  pin-money 
for  a  wife  or  daughter,  now  not  unfre- 
quently  clothes  a  household,  and  that  not 
sparingly.  But  as  my  suhject  more  es- 
pecially relates  to  the  Birmingham  shows, 
pray  contrast  this  truthful  narrative  of 
our  humble  BEGiNiriNO,  with  the  immense 
meeting  held  in  December  last^  when, 
though  2,300  pens  were  actually  exhibited 
(more  than  600  from  the  entries  being 
"  too  late  "  were  also  refused),. a,nd  I  must 
add,  for  the  further  information  of  your 
readers,  unless  properly  restricted,  it  is 
beyond  the  intervention  of  doubt,  another 
season  will  still  see  that  amount  of  entries 
inconceivably  augmented.  £•  C« 


Consumption  in  Fowls  curable  by 
Cod-Liver  OiL 

I  DO  certainly  feel  positive  that  many 
of  the  disheartening  and  sudden  deaths  of 
poultry  in  the  present  day  are  indis- 
putably caused  by  the  artificial  modes  of 
management  that  most  amateurs  pursue 
in  feeding  and  housine  their  poultry. 
The  latter  (more  especiaUy)  oft-times  pro- 
duces consumption ;  whiie,  if  the  inquinr 
of  ^'  How  does  the  poultry  get  on  ?,"  is  made 
at  some  farm  ^' where  they  take  their 
chance,  and  roost  where  they  can,''  not  a 
single  death  ever,  or  at  least  very  rarely, 
ensues.  I  am  no  friend  to  doctoring,  and 
find  it  far  better  to  remove  causes  that 
induce  disease,  than  the  consequences  dis- 
ease may  produce.  I  will  therefore  just 
call  attention  to  a  folly  that  causes  many 
a  vexation,  while  the  owner  seems  in  happy 


ignorance  as  to  any  mal-arrangement  on 
his  part.  It  frequently  happens,  that,  to 
secure  valuable  poultry  from  the  intrusion 
of  thieves,  a  very  closely-built  hen-house 
of  brickwork  is  appointed,  to  which,  most 
probablv,  the  only  access  is  a  small  door 
placed  below  the  perches.  From  such  a 
practice,  the  fowls  naturally  roosting  all 
night  in  the  heated  air  caused  by  their 
own  respiration,  are  certain  to  sufi^er 
severely  when,  in  the  chills  of  opening 
day,  they  hurry  forth  to  procure  insect 
food.  I  am  not  alluding  to  winter  alone, 
but  all  seasons  (the  bad  efiect  of  confined 
air  needs  no  argument,  it  is  obvious  to 
all^  ;  but  my  surprise  is,  that  whenever  I 
visit  the  new  (and  perhaps  costly)  erections 
for  poultry  of  a  new  beginner,  the  chances 
are  ten  to  one  they  are  so  constructed  ; 
whilst  their  owner  is  commencing  his 
complaint  of  **  he  does  not  know  what  ails 
his  fowls."  All  they  want  is  proper  ven- 
tilation, and  that  is  easily  secured  by 
having  a  small  opening  close  to  the  roof ; 
and  anv  one  that  will  trouble  himself  to 
climb  there  before  his  fowls  ^'  turn  out," 
will  perceive  the  advice  is  not  unnecessary ; 
he  could  scarcely  accredit  it  unless  he 
proved  it.  Having  heard  so  many  com- 
plain of  individual  fowls  *^  dwindling  away 
to  perfect  skeletons^"  I  thought  it  well  to 
notice  the  svmptoms  of  this  duease ;  these 
were  in  all  cases  sX  first,  invariably,  a 
trifling  loss  of  appetite  (though  by  no 
means  sufficient  to  create  alarm,  or  even 
to  attract  particular  observation^  and  a 
slight  ruffling  of  the  feathers ;  still,  if  the 
fowls  were  even  at  this  stage  handled,  the 
waste  of  flesh  would  be  very  obvious,  and 
feel  to  the  hand  limber  and  powerless. 
After  some  week  or  ten  days,  the  disincli- 
nation for  food  increases  very  rapidly ; 
and  generally  a  never-satiated  and  dread- 
ful thirst  sets  in  (though,  on  the  contrary, 
I  have  known  a  few  cases  in  which  the 
fowls  thus  afiected  have  absolutely  refused 
liquids  altogether).  The  feathers  now  lose 
much  of  their  accustomed  brilliancy,  and 
in  about  a  fortnight  from  the  first  attack, 
the  fowl  is  found  wasted  to  perhaps  scarcely 
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one-fourth  its  original  weight.  The  comb 
now  shrinks  almost  entirely  away,  the 
wattles  are  also  shrivelled ;  both  become 
livid  ;  whilst  that  deathly  and  peculiar 
glare  of  the  eyeball,  denotative  of  extreme 
prostration,  is  coupled  with  the  fact  that, 
at  this  critical  stage,  on  the  slightest  effort 
the  bird  falls,  and  if  not  replaced  carefully 
on  its  feet,  very  frequently  thus  lies,  until 
a  lingering  death  ensues.  It  must  be  re- 
membered, that  all  this  time  no  discharge 
whatever  takes  place  from  the  nostrils, 
nor  is  there  the  least  approach  to  difficulty 
of  respiration ;  hence  it  is  impossible  for  a 
careful  person  to  confound  it  with  roup. 
I  must  say,  poultry  thus  afflicted,  seem  to 
suffer  comparatively  little ;  they  content 
themselves  with  drawing  away  from  their 
companions,  or  composedly  walking  to 
their  food,  perhaps  taking  up  one  or  two 
grains,  and  then,  if  the  disease  has  not 
reached  the  crisis,  walking  listlessly  away. 
It  was  after  mentioning  these  matters  to  a 
medical  acquaintance,  that  he  advised  me 
to  try  cod-Uver  oil,  and  knowing  a  friend 
who  had  a  Cochin  cockerel  well  grown, 
but  whose  breast-bone  resembled  more  the 
keel  of  a  ship  than  anything  to  which  I 
can  liken  it,  and  that,  if  moved,  it  fell  in- 
gtantly  from  weakness,  the  attempt  was 
made.  The  best  way  to  exhibit  this  me- 
dicine is  in  Scotch  oatmeal,  for,  singularly 
enough,  it  mixes  with  it  much  better  than 
with  barley  flour.  The  dose  is  a  full  tea- 
spoonful  three  or  four  times  daily.  After 
about  two  days,  the  circulation  seems  im- 
proving, ^or  gradually  the  livid  character 
of  the  comb  and  wattles,  as  also  their  con- 
tracted appearance,  gives  wav  ;  and  from 
this  time  (the  medicine  still  continued) 
the  bird  improves  alike  in  flesh  and  spirits. 
I  repeat,  I  am  not  friendly  to  much  doctor- 
ing of  poultry;  but  finding  not  a  single 
instance  has  come  to  my  knowledge  of 
recovery  by  the  many  other  means 
adopted,  and  where  the  oil  was  freely 
administered,  not  a  death  occurred,  I  have 
ventured  to  forward  my  experience  for 
the  benefit  of  your  readers. 

E.C. 


Poultry  Houses. 

Sir, — At  the  present  time,  when  so 
many  persons  are  beginning  to  keep  poul- 
try, who  have  not  done  so  until  now,  some 
of  whom  would  be  glad,  no  doubt,  to  make 
use  of  a  building  which  they  may  have 
ready,  an  account  of  the  arrangements  of 
a  friend  of  mine  may  be  interesting.  My 
friend  has  turned  a  three-stall  stable  into 
a  capital  poultry-house.  Each  division 
is  enclosed  with  wire  netting  to  the  roof, 
the  mangers  are  partitioned  off  for  nests> 
and  two  wooden  bars  are  placed  about  two 
feet  from  the  ground,  for  the  fowls  to  roost 
upon;  these  places  are  swept  oat  daily,  and 
spread  with  fresh  sand. 

A  small  door  in  each  division  opens  into 
a  court-yard  belonging  to  it.  The  courts 
are  ornamented  with  evergreens,  and  have 
a  grass  plot  in  the  centre,  surrounded  by 
a  firm  gravel  walk ;  there  is  a  border  at 
the  end  of  each  court,  where  fresh  cab- 
bages and  lettuces  are  planted  twice  a 
week,  during  the  summer,  as  the  green 
meat  is  found  very  beneficial  to  the 
chickens. 

In  these  houses  three  sorts  are  kept — 
white  and  buff  Cochins,  and  golden  pen- 
cilled Hamburgs. — Yours  truly, 

TODDLEKINS. 


f  jrt  mafi  f ttttr-l0j?. 


SOFT-SHELLED  EGGS. 

Mr.  Editor, — That  immature  eges  are  fre- 
quently caused  by  a  relaxed  habit,  through  im- 
proper food,  few  persons  who  have  long  kept 
poultry  will,  I  think,  be  disposed  to  deny ;  but 
that,  in  some  cases,  it  is  caused  by  external  in- 
jury a  little  incident  that  happened  here,  some 
years  since,  fully  proves.  I  had  a  small  Bantam 
hen,  kept  for  the  purpose  of  hatching  and  rearing 
golden  pheasants;  she  was  of  homely  exterior, 
but  her  tender  carefulness  of  her  little  nurselings 
rendered  her  an  especial  feiTOurite.  I  had  at  the 
time  a  large  tame  falcon,—^  curious  inmate  of  a 
poultry-yard,  you  will  say,  but  he  was  not  loose, 
— and  '*  Gyp "  was  so  well  behaved  he  would 
allow  the  fowls  to  put  tiieir  heads  between  the 
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bars  of  his  coop,  and  peck  there  unharmed; 
yet  if  a  mouse  darted  across,  it  was  certainly 
caueht  by  him  before  it  could  make  its  exit. 
Early  one  summer's  morning,  a  loud  outcry  was 
heard;  and  as  Biddy's  Yoice  was  recognized,  a* 
chamber  window  was  hastily  opened  to  see  what 
was  the  matter.  The  hen  was  struggling  in  the 
grip  of  the  hawk ;  he  had  caught  her  by  the 
wing,  and  in  spite  of  her  screams  and  struggles 
was  dragging  her  towards  him.  A  loud  shout 
from  aboTe  caused  the  falcon  to  let  her  go,  and 
the  little  hen  ran  off,  apparently  only  terrified ; 
but  after  that  she  nerer  produced  &  perfect  egg, 
before  then  she  had  never  laid  a  soft  one.  She 
was  in  good  health,  but  the  eggs  were  always 
laid  at  the  stage  when  the  skin  was  so  thin  as  to 
be  almost  transparent. 

And  here,  though  a  digression,  I  can  hardly 
forbear  telling  you  an  anecdote  of  poor  Gyp,  that 
shows  kindness  is  not  forgotten,  even  by  the  ra- 
pacious tribes.  Though  fond  of  the  bird^  as  I 
bad  now  lost  confidence  in  his  good  behaTiour,  I 
parted  with  him  to  a  gentleman  who  had  long 
wished  to  have  him.  I  beard  nothing  respecting 
the  bird  for  four  years,  when  business  took  me 
to  the  house  of  his  new  owner.  On  inquiry,  I 
found  they  still  had  him,  and  the  lady  of  the 
house  kindlv  offered  to  take  me  to  see  him ;  poor 
Gyp  I  they  had  put  him  in  a  wooden  box,  hardly 
large  enough  to  turn  round  in,  with  a  piece  of 
wire  nailed  across  the  front.  The  bird  looked 
very  dull  and  drooping ;  his  new  mistress  spoke 
kindly  to  him,— he  did  not  raise  his  head,  or 
take  the  slightest  notice  of  either  of  us.  I  had 
not  spoken  till  she  observed,  "  He  has  evidently 

?uite  forgotten  you;"  "Oh,  I  should  think  so," 
replied :  at  the  sound  of  my  voice  he  raised  his 
head  and  looked  wildly  round;  seeing  this,  I 
called  his  name  in  my  usual  manner.  He  knew 
me  now,  and  darted  at  the  wire  with  such  deter- 
mination to  come  to  me  that  we  were  both  glad 
to  make  our  escape,  lest  he  should  break  from  his 
fragile  prison.  Martha. 


"poultry  chronicle." 

Mr.  Editor, — I  do  hope  you  are  the  "  coming 
man  "  of  the  Poultry  Question,  and  that  we  who 
take  an  interest  in  it  may  freely  disburden 
our  cares,  publish  our  joys  and  sorrows,  and 
ask  advice  in  your  columns.  I  have  often 
gained  much  valuable  advice  and  assistance ;  I 
also  confess  I  like  to  see  myself  in  print.  My 
brother  writes  to  me  from  Oxford  that  my  letters 
are  "twaddle,"  and  only  fit  for  the  "Ladies' 
Magazine,"  and.  the  breakfast- table.  This  is 
unfair,  as  when  he  returned  to  Norfolk  last  year, 
he  brought  with  him   three   bull-dogs   and  a 


monkey,  and  I  know  he  writes  for  the  sporting 
papers. 

It  will  be  for  you  to  judge  whether  my  letters 
are  worth  your  notice.  I  have  exhibited  twice 
with  some  success,  having  been  commended  both 
times.  I  teazed  one  of  the  judges  till  I  ascertained 
that  my  birds  were  excellent,  but  badly  matched. 
I  have  had  numerous  answers  in  the  different 
poultry  papers,  but  although  I  have  found  them 
correct  they  are  too  short  to  be  really  valuable. 
Will  joxxy  therefore,  kindly  give  this  letter  space, 
and  either  give  me  the  information  I  want,  as  to 
matching  my  birds,  or  ask  some  of  your  corre- 
spondents to  do  so,  as  I  am  bent  on  success  ? 

I  have  read  your  first  number  with  much  plea- 
sure, but  one  point  has  escaped  £.  H.  Pray 
impress  on  Committees,  that  a  brass  band  in 
a  confined  building,  as  was  the  case  at  our  show 
at  Norwich,  adds  to  the  expense  of  the  Com-^ 
mittee,  but  not  to  the  comfort  or  pleasure  of  the 
visitors.  Maria. 


Colmnii  for  Beginners. 

Chap.  I.— The  Hen-House. 

As  the  humble  pages  of  "  The  Poultry 
Chronicle,"  will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
many  persons  who  have  a  wish  to  keep 
half-a-dozen  fowls,  and  to  enjoy  the  lux- 
ury of  ^gs  which  they  know  to  be  per- 
fectly fresh,  without  aspiring  to  the  far 
more  extensive  appliances  of  the  amateur ; 
a  few  chapters  oi  nints  for  the  use  of  be- 
ginners may  be  found  suggestively  con- 
venient to  this  rapidly  increasing  class  of 
readers. 

Before  the  little  colony  is  brought  home 
to  its  new  quarters,  a  suitable  house  must 
be  provided,  and  many  who  have  no  build- 
ing which  they  can  conveniently  spare  to 
turn  into  a  hen-house,  will  be  glad  to 
build  one  after  the  cheapest  plan.  A 
house  of  brick  or  stone,  as  being  most 
impervious  to  cold  and  heat,  is  best ;  but 
one  of  a  much  cheaper  construction  will 
answer  the  purpose  very  well,  provided  it 
have  a  good  dry  floor,  and  be  wind  and 
weather  tight. 

An  account  of  the  cost  and  manner  of 
erecting  two  houses  which  were  considered 
cheap  and  easy  to  make,  and  good  enough 
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for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  inten- 
ded, namely — ^the  housing  of  a  smtdl  num- 
j  berof  fowls— may  prove  interesting,  rather 
.  as  a  hint  to  be  improved  on,  than  an  ex- 
I  ample  to  be  followed.    The  plan  for  two 
'  semi-detached  villa  residences^  with  a  gable 
before  and  behind,  was  made  in  card ;  each 
of  the  two  houses  was  to  measure  five  feet 
square,  five  feet  high  at  the  part  where  the 
partition  was  to  be  introduced,  and  three 
feet  at  the  lowest  part.  A  house,  as  simple 
as  this,   of   the    cheapest  description  of 
carpenter's  work,  reckoning  it  at  the  low 
estimate  of  4d,  per  square  foot,  would 
cost  £3.  Qs,  Bd. 

£.  8.  d. 
Back  and  front,  -  80  square  feet  16  8 
Two  sides  ...  80  square  feet  0  10  0 
Roof  (allowing  for  eaves)  72  sq.  ft.  1    4    0 

Total  cost  £3    0    8 

The  cost  of  the  houses  in  question  was 
rather  less  than  this.  The  gardener  ^about 
to  turn  builder)  went  to  the  saw-mills  and 
bought  three  deals  for  eighteen  shillings ; 
these,  without  any  additional  charge,  were 
sawn  into  quartering,  battens,  and  slaters' 
laths,  and  proved  more  than  sufficient. 
Thb  provision  of  wood  made  a  frame  for 
the  houses  (to  be  covered  with  patent 
asphalted  felt),  and  doors  wholl3'^  of  wood. 
When  they  were  finished,  the  account 
stood  thus : — 

£.  9.  d. 

3  deals 0  18    0 

Cartage 020 

Men's  work  at  3f.  6^.  per  day-  0  10  6 
Felt,  20  yards,  at  8rf.  -  -  -  0  13  4 
Nails,  &c.,  &c. 042 

£2    8    0 

Cheaper  houses  than  this  might  be  made, 
I  and  one  loould  do  instead  of  two  ;  but  the 
I  advantage  of  having  two  houses  will  be- 
I  come  quite  evident  when  the  chickens 
J"  begin  to  grow  up,  however  small  their 
number  may  be.  In  the  above-mentioned 
•    case  the  partition  was  merely  one  breadth 


of  the  patent  fblt  on  a  frame,  placed  across, 
and  finished  up  to  the  top  with  laths. 

When  the  house  is  so  far  completed,  the 
next  thing  is  to  floor  it.  A  floor  of  beaten 
earth  may  be  kept  pure  by  having  the 
surface  occasionally  renewed,  but  it  is  no 
safeguard  against  rats;  those  destructive 
depredators  by  whom  chicken-houses  are 
generally  watched,  and  to  whose  maraud- 
ing incursions,  chickens,  eggs,  and  pro- 
vender, alike  fall  a  sacrifice.  It  is  a  good 
5 Ian  to  dig  out  earth  from  the  floor  a  foot 
eep,  to  nil  the  cavity  with  the  burnt 
brick  earth,  which  may  often  be  bought 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  new  buildings 
and  railways  for  from  29.  6^.  to  39.  6c7.  per 
load,  and  to  spread  over  all  a  concrete 
floor  made  of  lime,  cinder  ash,  and  the 
fine  portion  of  the  before-named  burnt 
ballast. 

This  is  a  plan  which  might  easily  be 
improved  on ;  a  dilFereni  locality  might 
save  the  expense  of  one  or  even  of  two 
sides,  or  a  greater  height  would  make  it 
more  airy  for  the  fowls. 

The  interior  fittings  may  be  either  a 
bench  made  of  slaters'  latns,  or  a  stout 
perch,  placed  within  a  foot  of  the  ground. 
Fowls,  especially  those  which  grow  to  a 
great  size  and  weight,  should  never  be 
allowed  the  opportunity  of  high  perching, 
in  which  all  fowls  will  indulge  if  they 
can.  Suflicient  ventilation  to  prevent  the 
house  becoming  too  hot  or  close  in  sum- 
mer, with  the  means  of  partially  closing 
it  in  severe  weather,  must  also  receive 
attention. 


CMt-Chat. 
At  Mr.  Stevens's  rooms,  on  Tuesday', 
Feb,  28tli,  a  sale  took  place  of  Cochm 
China,  Spanish,  and  Dorking  fowls,  and 
Aylesbury  ducks,  the  property  of  Mrs.  L. 
Stow,  of  Bredon.  There  appeared  to  be 
a  spirited  competition  for  Spanish,  several 
of  which  sold  for  from  £3  to  £5.  lO*., 
and  one  cockerel  for  £11. 10*.  Several  of 
the  coloured  Dorkings  sold  for  a  trifle  over 
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£1,  and  one  at  £2.  One  pair  of  Aylesbury 
ducks  was  £1.  28, 

The  sale  of  the  Cochins  was  not  very 
good  :  axsmall  number  only  exceeding  £1. 
One,  a  good-shaped  black  cockerel,  reached 
the  price  of  £2. 10s» 


To  R.  J.  S.,  Esq. — ^We  assoie  our  correspond- 
ent, that  we  intend  to  be  entirely  guided  by  a  spirit 
of  honesty  and  impartiality.  We  shall  be  de- 
lighted to  aid  country  cousins  in  a  "  wish  to  find 
out  what  sort  of  an  animal  a  good  Cochin  China, 
Spanish,  or  Dorking  fowl  should  be,"  and  to  that 
end  our  **  Letter-Box  "  is  open  to  all  amateurs 
for  the  exchange  of  opinion. 

A  Country  Ciergj/man  is  anxious  for  some 
plans  for  the  construction  of  Poultry  Houses. 
"  Other  publications/'  writes  our  correspondent, 
'*  give  us  plans  of  homesteads,  open  or  covered, 
dwelling-houses  for  men  and  beasts,  why  not  for 
poultry  also  ? "  Will  some  of  our  correspondents 
oblige  us  with  plans  of  good  plain  useful  poultry- 
houses,  and  their  probable  cost  ? 

C.  TV,  will  find  the  term  "sitting,"  as  applied  to 
the  incubation  of  a  hen,  more  correct  than  **  set- 
ting,"— vide  Johnson's  Dictionary,  folio  edition, 
"To  sit,— to  brood,  to  incubate."    The  exam- 

Sles  which  are  given  are  from  the  Prophecies  of 
eremiah,  Bacon,  and  Addison. 
R.  -P.— The  old  Culm  fowl  was  a  grey  Malay, 
but  differing  in  many  points  from  those  of  the 
present  day. 

8,  C— Spanish  cocks  become  quite  white-faced 
at  an  earlier  age  than  pullets. 
M.  L.  Sebright. — Bantams  are  not  prolific. 
A  Non-Eschibitor. —  Next  week,  with  many 
thanks. 


***  We  regret  exceedingly  that  some  Adver- 
tisements last  week  were  omitted.  We  had  not 
calculated  on  so  large  a  number  for  our  first  im- 
pression ;  the  difficulty  has  been  met  by  doubling 
the  size  of  the  work ;  there  shall  be  no  recur- 
rence of  tiie  apparent  negligence. 


%)iMmmv)iL 


FANCY  PIGEONS.— On  Sale,  a  number  of 
Fancy  Pigeons,  including  birds  and  their 
relations  which  obtained  Prizes  at  Bedford, 
Bristol,  Shrewsbury,  and  Birmingham  Exhibi- 
tions.— For  price  and  particulars  apply  (first  by 
letter)  to  Mr.  Henry  Child,  Jun.,  JSherooume- 
road,  Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham. 


GOLD  PENCILLED  HAMBURG 
FOWLS.— A  limited  number  of  EGGS 
to  be  disposed  of  shortly  from  the  above  birds, 
llie  hens  are  own  sisters'  to  those  which  took  the 
First  Prizes  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Norwich,  and 
Metropolitan  Shows,  and  equally  handsome. 
Price  per  dozen,  with  package,  ISs.  These  Fowls 
have  never  been  exhibited. — ^Apply  to  Mr.  F.  W. 
Rust,  Stowmarket,  Suffolk. 

BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS,  for  early 
hatching,  from  First  Prize  and  highly  com- 
mended birds,  may  be  had  at  21s.  per  dozen, 
warranted  fresh,  and  packed  in  a  box,  by  en- 
closing a  post-office  order  for  that  amount  to 
Mr.  Wm.  Tomlinson,  Bank  Plain,  Norwich. 

Also  for  Sale,  Two  Cocks  and  a  few  Pullets, 
from  same  stock,  2  and  3  years  old. 

FANCY  POULTRY,  PIGEONS,  Ac- 
Mr.  T.  Mason,  of  King's  Cottage,  North 
End,  Fulham,  London,  having  entirely  disposed 
of  his  own  stock  of  birds,  is  anxious  to  undertake 
the  Sale  or  Purchase  of  Ornamental  Poultry, 
Fancy  Pigeons,  Gold,  Silver,  and  common  Phea- 
sants, Eggs  for  hatching,  &c.,  wherein  his  judg- 
ment and  experience  as  a  breeder  ipay  now  be 
rendered  available  as  an  Agent  on  Commission 
for  their  selection  or  disposal.  Letters  to  inclose 
stamps,  and  none  but  good  birds  undertaken. 

PROFITABLE  AND  ORNAMENTAL 
POULTRY. 

P  JONES,  High-street,  Fulham,  will  supply 
•    Eggs  from  the  following  Varieties : — 

Bramah  Pootra,  from  1st  and  2nd  Prize  birds 
at  Winchester  and  Norwich,  £A.  4s.  per  dozen. 

Silver  Poland,  from  birds  which  have  taken 
five  prizes,  and  highly  commended  wherever 
exhibited,  £\ .  Is.  per  dozen. 

Buff  and  Silver  Cinnamon  Cochins,  12s.  and 
£\.  Is.  per  dozen. 

The  birds  can  be  seen  at  the  above  address. 

SPANISH  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  birds  which 
took  Prizes  at  Southampton  and  Salisbury, 
themselves  bred  from  winners  atHitchin,  Surrey, 
and  Metropolitan  Shows,  crossed  with  one  of 
Poole's  best  cocks,  may  be  had  at  2s.  6d.  each, 
including  package,  by  inclosing  post-office  order, 
payable  at  Hartrordbridge,  addressed  to  Mr.  John 
Clarke,  Shrub  Cottage,  Hartley  Row. 

COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS,from perfectly  clear- 
coloured  birds,  also  from  partridge-marked 
birds,  158.  per  dozen;  from  vulture-hocked,  2ls. 
Address, — Poultry-maid,  Monk  Bams,. Hamp- 
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EGGS  from    PRIZE  WHITE  and  CLEAR 
BUFF  COeHINS,  and  WHITE-FACED 
SPANISH  FOWLS,  from  12s.  the  set. 

Apply  to  Samuel  Hill,  Rose  Hill,  Heywood, 
near  Manchester. 


WHITE,  BLACK,  and  BUFF  COCHIN 
CHINA,  WHITE  POLANDS,  and 
PTARMIGAN  EGGS  for  SITTING.  The 
White  and  Black  Cochins  have  taken  prizes  at 
the  Surrey  Gardens,  Winchester,  Southampton, 
and  Salisbury  Exhibitions. 

White,  per  dozen        dE;?    2    0 

Black     1  10    0 

Very  choice  Buff  Cochins 110 

White  Polands  ( Prize  Birds  at  South- 
ampton and  Surrey  Gardens . .     . .   1  10    0 
A  few  Sittings  of  Ptarmigans    . .     ..220 
A  few  Ptarmigan  Chickens  for  Sale. 
P.O.  orders  payable  to  Mr.  Frederic  FLtGHX, 
72,  High-street,  Winchester. 

FANCY  POULTRY.— The  PTARMIGAN. 
— These  beautiful  and  scarce  birds  have 
obtained  PRIZES  at  the  following  Shows  during 
the  last  few  months  : — The  Surrey  Zoological 
Gardens,  Baker-street  Bazaar,  Norwich,  South- 
ampton, SoDth-east  Hants,  Salisbury,  Plymouth, 
&c.  They  are  a  pure  white,  with  topknots,  vul- 
ture hocked,  cupped  combs,  and  remarkably 
well-feathered  legs  and  feet.  Eggs  can  be  pur- 
chased at  &2.  2s.  per  dozen,  from  Dr.  Barney's 
Original  Birds,  which  may  be  seen  at  Brock- 
hurst  Lodge,  near  Grosport. 

PRIZE  SHANGHAE  EGGS.-W.  WANK- 
LYN,  Jan.,  will  have  a  few  sittings  of  his 
Prize  Black,  Buff,  and  Partridge  Sbanghaes  to 
dispose  of. — For  particulars  address  Greenbank, 
Bury,  Lancashire. 

TiGGS.— BRAHMA  POOTRA.  SPANISH 
i  FOWLS,  and  AYLESBURY  DUCKS' 
EGGS,  from  birds  of  first  quality,  the  property 
of  a  well-known  Amateur  (owner  of  the  three 
magnificent  Brahmas  with  which  he  challenged 
the  world).  Brahma  Eggs,  £2.  2s.  per  dozen ; 
Spanish  Fowls'  Eggs,  12s.  per  dozen ;  Aylesbury 
i  Ducks'  Eggs,  6s.  per  dozen. — Address  D.  C, 
Mr.  Hinton's,  8,  Winchester- street,  Oxford- 
street. 

BANTAMS.— Eggs  for  Sale  from  first-class 
birds,  white  and  black,  feathered  hocked, 
'  and  heavily  booted.  Also  from  Gold  and  Silver- 
i  laced,  verv  superior.  Price  10s.  6d.  a  seat. — 
j  Apply  to  Mr.  C.  Wade,  Stowmarket,  Suffolk. 


EGGS  FOR  SALE,  from  Prize  birds,  from 
the  Yard  of  C.  Rawson,  Esq.,  The  Hurst, 
Walton  •on-Thames. 

Buff  Cochins;  Spanish;  Coloured  and  White 
Dorkings;  Grold  and  Silver,  Spangled,  and  Pen- 
cilled Hamburgs;  Gold  and  Silver  Bantams; 
and  Aylesbury  Duck*,  128.  per  dozen. 

White  and  Black  Cochins ;  Gold,  Silver,  and 
Black  Polands ;  and  Toulouse  and  White  Geese, 
21s.  per  dozen. 

Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  from  imported  birds  of 
the  best  strains,  JS2.  2s.  per  dozen. 

Post-office  orders  (including  Is.  for  packing) 
to  be  sent  with  the  order.  The  Eggs  will  be  sent 
out  in  rotation  according  to  the  date  of  order. 

BRAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS.— A  few  sit- 
tings of  EGGS  of  this  breed  to  be  disposed 
of  (according  to  priority  of  application)  from 
the  prize  and  selected  birds  of  a  gentleman, 
Brahmas  of  whose  breeding  have,  during  the 
past  year,  taken  Prizes  at  the  following  large 
Poulb^  Shows, — ^The  Royal  Agricultural,  Great 
Metropolitan,  Birmingham,  Great  Yarmouth, 
Doncaster,  Winchester,  Norwich,  and  Manches- 
ter.—Apply  to  W.  C.  G.,  Post-office,  Sandbach, 
Cheshire. 

MR.  W.  POPE,  of  Compton  Pamofort,  Castle 
Carey,  is  now  willing  to  dispose  of  a  few 
sittings  of  Dorking  Eggs  (from  the  same  stock  as 
his  prize  birds)  at  8s.  6d.  the  dozen. 

GENUINE  PRIZE  STOCK.— POULTRY 
EGGS.  Per  doz. 

White  Cochin  China £14    0 

Black  Cochin  China 14    0 

Lemon  Cochin  China 0  12    0 

Partridge  Cochin  China  ..     0  12    0 

Silver  Pencilled  Hamburgs     . .         . .     0    8    0 

White-faced  Spanish 14    0 

White  Muffled  Poland  ..         ..     1  10    0 

Ptarmigan  2    2    0 

Pure  White  Turkey 2    0    0 

Also,  a  White  Cochin  China  Cockerell  and 
Two  Pullets  for  Sale,  price  £8. 

Also,  a  fine  Ptarmigan  Cockerell  and  Pullet, 
now  laying,  for  Sale,  price  iS12. 

Apply  to  William  Hammond,  Stubington, 
near  Fareham,  Hants. 

PRIZE  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  White,  Buff, 
and  Cinnamon  Cochin  China,  White-faced 
Black  Spanish,  Gold  Pencilled  Hamburgh,  and 
White  Silk  Cochin  China  Fowls  which  took 
Prizes  at  the  Great  Metropolitan,  Hitchin, 
Yarmouth,  Cheveley  Park,  and  Cheltenham 
Poultry  Shows,  may  be  had  upon  application 
to  J.  B.,  Quay,  Great  Yarmouth.  N.B.— A 
few  first-class  birds  for  sale. 
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COLOURED  DORKINGS.— For8ale,a  Cock 
and  Hen,  aged  10^  months.  They  took  the 
First  Prize  at  the  South-east  Hants,  and  Second 
at  Dorchester  and  Surrey  Zoological  Gardens 
Winter  Shows.— Apply  to  F.  Brrnax,  Esq., 
Fareham,  Hants. 

GOLDEN  SPANGLED  HAMBURG 
EGGS,  from  birds  that  took  First  Prizes  at 
Dorchester,  Southampton,  and  Surrey  Gardens 
in  1853;  Salisbury  and  Great  Metropolitan 
Shows  in  1854 ; — the  only  places  they  were  exhi- 
bited. Thirteen  for  One  Guinea,  box  included, 
and  carefully  packed. — Apply  to  Mrs.  Henkt 
FooKES,  Whitechurch,  Blandford.  Sent  in  rota- 
tion of  orders  by  remittance  or  post«office  order, 
Blandford. 

SPANISH  (pure  White-faced),  DORKING, 
and  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS. 
A  Gentleman  who  gained  the  Second  Prize  in 
Dorking  Chickens  at  Birmingham,  and  the  First 

Enzes  in  Spanish  and  Cochin  Chickens  at  Shrews- 
ury,  will  sell  EGGS  from  the  same  breed  as 
his  prize  birds :— Spanish  and  Dorking  Eggs, 
j62.  2s.  per  dozen.  Cochins  (buff  or  white), 
£1.  lis.  6d.  per  dozen.  The  Spanish  from 
Capt.  Hornby's  breed. 

Also,  Two  good  white-faced  Spanish  Cocks  to 
be  sold. 
Apply  to  Mr.  John  Chidlaw,  Oswestry. 


PRIZE  BUFF  COCHINS.-EGGS  for  Sit- 
ting from  Fowls  which  took  First  Prizes 
at  Cheltenham,  Plymouth,  Southampton,  Surrey 
Gardens.  Honiton,  and  Torquay.  COLOURED 
DORKINGS  from  the  same  stock  which  took 
First  and  several  other  Prizes  at  the  late  Metro- 
politan Show.  Cochins,  21s.,  Dorkings^  10s.  6d. 
per  dozen,  package  included. 

A  few  Dorkings,  and  a  pair  of  first-rate  Ptar- 
migans just  imported  for  sale. — Address  H.  B. 
HiGGS,  Hill  Lodge,  Southampton. 

EGGS  of   BUFF  COCHIN  Well-feathered, 
and   WHITE -FACED    BLACK    SPA- 
NISH, at  10s.  per  dozen ;  and  a  few  of  PURE 
INDIAN  GAME  at  6s. per  dozen. 
Apply  to  E.  S.  H.,  Aldervasley,  Belper. 

A  LADY  WHO  HAS  TAKEN  A  PRIZE 
for  WHITE  CHINA  SILK  FOWLS, 
will  be  glad  to  exchange  one  young  Cock  of  that 
breed  for  a  good  young  Spangled  HAMBURGH 
COCK ;  or  she  would  sell  the  Silk  Cock  for  £1, 
as  she  has  more  cocks  than  pullets. 
Direct  to  F.  H.,  Aldorwasley-HaU»  near  Belper. 


BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS  for  SALE, 
from  birds  that  have  taken  prizes  at  the 
Derby,  East  Kent,  Bristol,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
Ponlb7  Shows,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen.  Also 
Partridge  Cochin  China  Eggs  from  birds  that 
have  ta^cen  prizes  at  London  Summer  Meeting, 
Surrey  Gardens'  Show  in  August,  Malvern, 
Yeovil,  Honiton,  and  Torquay  Poultry  Shows, 
at£l.  Is.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  John  R.  Rodbakd,  Aldwick-Court,  ^ 
Wrington,  near  Bristol. 


E 


GGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam, and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3s.  4d. 

Bailv's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6a.;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
136.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

•'Fowls."  by  Baily,  2s. ;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  CATTLE  SHOWS. 

Postponement  of  the  proposed  Show  of  Store 
Stock  and  Agricultural  Implements. 

AT  A  MEETING  of  the  GENERAL  PUR- 
POSES  COMMITTEE  of  the  COUNCIL, 
held  on  Thursday,  the  23rd  of  February  in- 
stJant,  the  subjoined  Resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : — 

"That,   as  from  unavoidable  circumstances, 
the  plans  for  holding  the  Show  of  Store  Stock 
and  Agricultural  Implements  in  June  next  can- 
not be  sufficiently  matured,  it  is  resolved  that 
the  Show  be  postponed  until  1855,  and  that  pro- 
per notice  be  given  to  the  public  without  delay." 
By  order,  John  Morgan,  Jnn.,  Sec. 
Offices,  38,  Bennett's-hill,  Birmingham, 
February  25,  1854. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  CATTLE  AND 
POULTRY  SHOW,  1854. 

THE  Sixth  Great  Annual  Exhibition  of  STOCK 
and  DOMESTIC  POULTRY  will  be  held 
in  Bingley  Hall,  on  the  12tb,  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  ot  December  next.    The  Prize  Lists,  and 
any  further  information,  may  be  obtained  from 
John  Moboan,  Jun.,  Sec. 
Offices,  ZS,  Bennett's-hill,  Birmingham. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


35 


Now  ready.  Parts  I.  to  III.,  and  Nos.  1  to  10«  of 

DR.  LARDNER'S 

MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE  AND  ART. 

A  MT8CBLLANY  OF 

INSTRUCTIVE  AND  AMUSING  TRACTS  ON  THE  PHYSICAL  SCIENCES,  AND  ON 

THEIR  APPLICATION  TO  THE  USES  OF  LIFE. 

Uliuitrated  by  Engravixigs  on  Wood. 

Continued  in  Weekly  Nambers,  at  Id. ;  Monthly  Parts^  at  5d. ;  and  Quarterly  Volumes,  at  Is.  6d. 


Part  I.,  price  5d. 

1.  The  Planets;  are  they  Inhabited  Globes  ? 

2.  Weather  Prognostics. 

3.  The  Planets.    Chap.  2. 

4.  Popular  Fallacies  in  Questions  of  Physical 

Science. 

Part  II.,  price  5d. 

5.  Latitudes  and  Longiitudes. 

6.  The  Planets.    Chap.  3. 


7.  Lunar  Influences. 

8.  Meteoric  Stones  and  Shooting  Stars.  Chap.l. 

Part  III.,  price  6d. 

9.  Railway  Accidents.    Chap.  1. 

10.  The  Planets.    Chap.  4. 

11.  Meteoric  Stones  and  Shooting  Stars.  Chap.  2. 

12.  Railway  Accidents.    Chap.  2. 

Title  and  Contents  of  Vol.  I. 


*4c*  Volume  1,  price  Is.  6d.,  in  handsome  boards,  will  be  ready  on  the  15th  of  March. 

LONDON:  WALTON  &  MABERLY,  UPPER  GOWER  STREET,  AND  IVY  LANE, 

PATERNOSTER  ROW. 


Now  ready,  price  One  Shilling, 

PROFITABLE  POULTRY:  their  Manage- 
ment in  Health  and  Disease.  By  W.  B. 
Tezbtmeier,  anthor  of  a  series  of  papers  on  the 
Diseases  of  Poultry  in  the  Cottage  Gardener, 
the  Poultry  Book,  &c.  &c, 

Fraser's  Magazine,  December,  1853,  in  a 
lengthened  review  extending  to  thirteen  pa^, 
states,  "  There  is  more  good  sense  and  practical 
knowledge  in  this  modest  shilling's  worth  thui 
in  many  a  more  Toluminous  treatise,  and  it  is 
only  necessary  to  say  that  the  illustrations  are 
by  Harrison  Weir,  to  give  a  notion  of  their  cha- 
racteristic truth." 

'  The  Field,  September  24.—-"  Scarcely  a  single 
person  among  the  large  number  that  wiU  oe 
tempted  to  purchase  Uiis  book  will  think  his 
shilling  unproiltaUy  spent ;  the  author  enters 
into  his  subject  eon  amore ;  it  is  evident  that  his 
knowledge  has  not  been  gained  from  hearsay." 

The  hadg*8  Newspaper,  December  10.— **  This 
very  excellent  and  useful  work  *  *  With  the 
information  derived  from  it  any  person  may  com- 
mence poultry-keeping  without  risk  of  loss  or 

,  failure.'^ 


London :  Darton  &  Co.,  Holbom  HilL 


FANCY  POULTRY. 

PERIODICAL  SALES  BY  AUCTION. 

Arrangements  for  the  Month  of  March. 

MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  begs  to  announce 
that  the  SALES  by  AUCTION  at  his 
Great'  Room,  38,  King-street,  Covent-garden, 
will  take  place  as  under,  viz. — 

On  TUESDAY,  14th— Extra  Sale.  Selection 
from  the  yard  of  Mr.  Cyrus  Clark,  of  Street, 
(only).  Buff  and  White  Cochins  from  first- prise 
birds,  Spanish,  Silver  Polands,  and  Dorkings. 

On  TUESDAY,  21st— Periodical  Sale.  Choice 
Cochins  from  the  Rev.  C.  Hotham,  Rev.  J.  Hut- 
chinson, Rev.  J.  Nightingale,  and  some  Ptarmi- 
gans from  Dr.  Burney's  famed  birds. 

On  TUESDAY,  28th— Extra  Sale.  Cochins, 
Brahmas,  Dorkings,  Spanish,  &c.,  from  several 
first-dass  breeders. 

.  These  Sales  commence  at  12  o'clock  precisely, 
and  will  be  continued  throughout  the  season  on 
the  first  and  third  Tusday  in  every  month,  with 
extra  sales  on  the  intervening  Tuesdays  as  cir- 
cumstances require  them.  Catalogues  may  be 
had  by  enclosing  a  stamped  directed  envelope  to 

Mr.  J.  C.  Stbvbns, 
38,  King-street,  Covent-garden,  London. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


1,  Baker-street,  London. 
EXHIBITION  PRIZE  MEDAL. 

CAISTOR'S  LADIES'  SADDLES  combine 
elegance  and  lightness  with  strength  and 
durability.  They  are  horizontal  from  bead  to 
cantle ;  and  by  the  copstruction  of  the  seat,  en> 
able  the  lady  to  keep  her  proper  position  without 
inconvenience,  irritation,  or  exertion. 

CAISTOR'S  PRIZE  HUNTING  SAD- 
DLES  are  superior  to  an]r  other  for  ease  to 
borse  and  rider.  The  tree  is  so  constructed  as 
to  sit  well  behind  the  shoulder,  and  does  not 
confine  or  impede  the  action  of  that  important 
joint.  They  are  narrow  in  the  grip,  flat  in  the 
seat,  light,  and  durable. 

CAISTOR'S  System  of  Saddle-making  is 
based  upon  Anatomical  principles,  he  haying 
studied  the  natural  requirements  of  the  horse 
and  its  rider. 

The  PRIZE  SADDLES  and  HARNESS 
may  be  seen  at  7,  Baker- street,  where  a  large 
Stock  of  Saddlery  and  Harness  may  be  inspected, 
as  also  every  requisite  for  the  Stable.  A  detailed 
list  of  Prices  free,  on  application  to 

A.  B.  CAISTOR,  SADDLER,  &c. 
7,  Baker-street,  London.    . 

DOLBY'S  WEDDING  AND  HERALDIC 
STATIONERY.  — CREST  DIES  EN- 
GRAVED as  gems  of  art  without  charge  where 
the  order  amounts  to  21s.  H.  Dolby  having 
crest  dies  appertaining  to  more  than  10,000  fa- 
milies, can  supply  even  100  envelopes  with  the 
desired  crest,  wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  en- 
graved and  printed  in  the  perfection  of.  fashion. 
Pedigrees  traced,  with  illustrative  notices,  anti- 
quarian and  topographical.  Arms  found,  embla- 
zoned, and  engraved  for  book-plates,  seals,  &c. 

HENRY  DOLBY,  Heraldic  Draughtsman 
«nd  Stationer,  56,  Regent-street-quadrant. 

TO  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHERS. 

JOHN  S.  HOLROYD,  Manufacturer  of 
RODS  and  TACKLE,  59,  Gracechurch- 
street,  London,  begs  to  call  the  attention  of 
Anglers  to  his  large  and  superior  assortment  of. 
Fly  Rods,  warranted  made  of  the  best  seasoned' 
materials,  and  for  action  and  workmanship  ex- 
celled by  none  in  London. 

J.  S.  H.  has  also  a  very  compact  Flv  Rod, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  neat  umbrella,  and 
interfering  in  no  way  with  the  utility  of  the  Rod. 
Artificial  Bait  in  great  variety.  The  best  Trout 
Flies  on  Limerick  Hooks  at  2s.  per  dozen. 
59,  GRACECHURCH-STREET,  LONDON. 


WM.  DRAY  &  CO.'S  PATENT  VTIRE 
Tf  FENCING,  strong  enough  to  keep  out 
Sheep,  &c.,  and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.  Price  2d.  per  square  foot.  Ordi- 
nary Wire  Netting,  from  2H>  P«r  yard,  2  feet 
wide.—Address  Wm.  Drat  &  Co.,  Agricultural 
Implement  Manufacturers,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices : — I  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2  yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  vards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  wiUi  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  ^George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


DOG  BISCUITS.— The  best  in  London,  at 
T.  STYLBS'S  (late  J.  Waldron),  82, 
Upper  Thames  Street,  made  expressly  for  Dogs 
(not  old  ship-stores,  as  they  are  apt  to  have  the 
weevil  in  them),  208.  per  cwt.,  bag  included. 
Scotch  Oatmeal,  198.  per  cwt.,  and  best  Town- 
made  Greaves  168.  6d.  per  cwt.  All  post-oflSce 
orders  payable  to  Thomas  Styles,  will  be 
punctually  attended  to. 


FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  recj^uired  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARE  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate. 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING  FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  Uning  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 


Lohdoh:  Printed  by  COX  (Brothen)  and  WTMAN.  74  &70, 
Great  QaeeiiBtreet,Linooln1i-lnn4ield«.Mid  published  at  the 
Offlee,  1,  York-«treet,  Corent  Garden.— Weduead»y.  March  8, 
18S^ 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Aylesbury  Local  Show,  April  12th.  Secretary, 
Cheplyn  Hall,  Esq.    Entries  are  closed. 

Royal  Dablin  Society's  Spring  Show,  April  18, 
and  three  following  days.  Assistant  Secretary, 
W.  E.  Steel,  Esq.,  M.B.    Entries  close  Aprils. 

Hexham  Poultry  Show,  in  (he  Abbey  Grounds. 
Second  Annual  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
the  12th  and  13th  of  May.  Secretary,  W.  Turner, 
Esq.,  Hencotes,  Hexham.    Entries  close  May  6. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7tb,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.  Pirector,  Jona- 
than Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Finchley-road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec,  H.  Spack- 
man,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace- walks,  Bath.  Entries 
dose  May  10th. 

€rreat  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Septem- 
ber 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary,  T. 
McCann,  Esq.,  Graham  House,  Malvern.  En- 
tries close  August  19th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  Saturday,  November  11th. 

We  Mhallfeel  obliged  \f  Secretariei  and  Com- 
rmtteeM  of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  us  with 
early  impressions  qfthe  Schedules,  These,  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  '*  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead" 


The  Te  Deum  should  not  precede  the 
victory,  but  thanks  may  be  given  for  a 
first  success  which  is  looked  upon  as  the 
harbinger  of  future  exploits.  In  this,  our 
third  number,  we  have  to  record,  and  to 


thank  our  friends  for,  a  support  almost 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  period- 
icals. Our  circulation  has  justified  us  in 
doubling  the  size  of  our  '*  Poultry  Chro- 
nicle." The  misgivings  of  a  first  under- 
taking disappeared  on  the  day  of  its  pub- 
lication ;  and  our  modest  eflForts  have  met 
with  a  success  we  hardly  dared  to  hope 
for. 

We  do  not  profess  to  stand  alone ; 
and  we  ask  of  our  supporters  their  con- 
tinued countenance,  as  subscribers  and 
contributors. 

We  hope  we  are  about  to  realize  our 
^^  chateaux  en  Espagne,**  and  to  have  none 
but  friends  among  those  who  read  our 
weekly  sheet;  to  them  we  return  our 
thanks,  and  hope  we  are  destined  to  years 
of  successful  and  useful  co-operation. 


"  Poultry  Majiia." 

In  a  previous  article  I  expressed  my  in- 
tention of  forwarding  you  a  few  stray  i-e- 
collections  as  to  poultry  when  kept  with 
the  united  advantages  of  locality  and  suit- 
able premises,  in  contrast  with  situations 
where  the  limited  space  allotted  to  them 
by  poultry  amateurs,  although  it  did  not 
prevent  them  being  maintained  to  some 
considerable  benefit,  was  evidently  a  re- 
striction, and  unless  carefully  attended,  a 
manifest  disadvantage. 

I  cannot  do  so,  however,  until  I  have 
openly  expressed  my  opinions  of  the  utt^ 
folly  so  many  beginners  have  evinced  in 
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reference  to  the  unjustifiable  prices  given 
for  "brood-stock." 

I  am  myself,  in  toto^  an  advocate  for  (as 
the  term  is  generally  accepted)  "  beginning 
well ;"  that  is,  with  the  best  stock  that  can 
by  possibility  be  obtained ;  but  certainly 
nothing  can  be  conceived  much  more  ab- 
surd than  giving  forty,  fifty,  or  even  a 
hundred  pounds  per  head  for  poultry,  and 
at  the  same  time  indulging  the  hope  of 
ever  making  them  pay  a  suitable  return. 
Had  not  this  been  frequently  done  of  late 
years,  there  would  have  been  but  trifling 
necessity  for  mentioning  it ;  but  were 
many  who  have  paid  sttch  prices  candid  in 
their  acknowledgments,  I  doubt  not  they 
would  themselves  admit  to  having,  ere 
this,  both  seen,  and  also  paid  for,  their  in- 
experience and  folly. 

Ferhaps  there  is  not  (where  kept  in  con- 
siderable quantities)  any  range  for  fowls 
that  seems  so  suitable  as  a  "  straw-yard;" 
and  most  unquestionably  the  very  best 
grey  and  speckled  Dorkings  (as  a  whole) 
I  ever  saw,  were  allowed  the  run  of  out- 
buildings, where  generallv  at  least  100 
beeves  were  tied  up  for  stall-feeding.  The 
benefit  of  untold  food,  the  opportunities  of 
selecting  (according  to  the  state  of  the 
weather)  the  most  sheltered  of  the  cow- 
houses, and  the  constant  scratching  in  the 
unlimited  amount  of  fodder  supplied  to 
the  cattle,  were  advantages,  I  am  aware, 
not  generally  to  be  obtained ;  but  my  ob- 
ject in  the  narration  is  this,  that  though 
for  many  years,  from  80  to  100  fowls 
here  composed  the  breeding-stock,  and 
f  till  some  of  the  earliest  broods  were  ready 
tor  the  market)  in  summer-time  that 
amount  was  frequently  six-fold^  the  occu- 
pant's wife  stated  to  me,  "  they  never  lost 
natf-Or-dozen  grown  fiyiolSy  from  disease,  in 
seventeen  years,  and  tliat  their  chief  mis- 
haps were  from  the  cows  treading;  on  the 
chickens  when  little."  These  fowls  had  no 
regular  pouUry-kouse,  but  roosted  either  in 
some  neighbouring  pear-trees  or  on  the 
cross-beams  in  the  roofs  of  the  cattle- 
sheds. 
Under  this  treatment  eggs  were  attain- 


able all  the  year  round,  and  chickens  were 
produced  very  much  earlier  than  at  the 
surrounding  farms,  while,  though  the  rage 
for  fancy  fowls  did  not  then  exist,  and  con- 
sequently the  returns  were  entirely  limited 
to  their  value  for  table-purposes,  I  was  in- 
formed that  "  the  result  was  far  better 
from  the  poultry  than  from  any  other  de- 
scription of  stock  around  the  homestead." 
By  the  above  plain  and  ungamished  state- 
ment I  trust  other  agriculturists,  similarly 
situated,  may  be  induced  to  try  the  eaperv- 
ment  fairly ;  and  (if  so  conducted)  it  is 
pretty  certain  to  produce  even  better  re- 
sults, as  no  doubt  ^portion  of  the  produce 
would  now  realize  much  better  prices  for 
brood-stock,  than  when,  as  above  stated, 
they  were  all  sent  either  to  the  poulterer 
or  taken  to  general  market. 

My  next  narration  is  in  respect  of  a 
tolerably  large  farm,  where  there  were 
originally  some  purely-bred,  golden-span- 
gled Hamburgs, — and  which  at  that  time 
were  best  known  as  the  "  pheasant  fowl  ; " 
— ^here  the  natural  advantages  were  very 
great,  the  premises  being  almost  surrounded 
by  plantations  for  the  preservation  of  game. 
Finding,  however, — from  the  Hamburgs 
being  no»-sitters — ^the  great  difficulty  of 
raising /reffA  stock,  their  owner  had  intro- 
duced a  few  of  the  "  black-breasted  red  " 
game-fowls,  the  result  of  this  cross  being 
a  good-laying  and  steady-sitting  offspring ; 
the  deterioration  in  the  eyes  of  an  amateur 
of  the  present  day  being  occasional  single- 
flap  combs,  and  ofttimes  those  unseemly 
large-lop  rosy  combs  now  too  prevalent  in 
show-pens ;  out  I  must  fain  here  acknow- 
ledge that  a  more  beautifully -feathered  and 
credit-deserving  yard  of  fowls  it  has  rarely 
been  my  lot  to  witness  in  any  agricultural 
district.  These  fowls  generally  ran  in  the 
woods,  and  roosted  indi£Perently  in  the 
various  out-buildings  ;  whilst  the  chickens 
were  celebrated  for  being  always  ^'  plump 
and  ready," — a  very  sign^Uant  remark  of 
their  owners, — ^that  at  any  age  they  were 
sure  to  be  in  good  condition  ;  and  being  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Birmingham,  the 
eggs  were  anxiously  sought  for,  at  a  much 
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higher  than  market-price,  by  the  principal 
hotel-keepers,  as  they  could  always  he 
depended  upon  for  the  purposes  of  the 
,  breakftwt-table ;  and  the  rich,  brown  co- 
lour of  the  shell  was  a  feature  that  cus- 
tomers generally  approved.  Thoueh  seve- 
ral large  baskets  of  these  eggs  left  the  farm 
weekly,  it  is  certain,  had  the  supply  been 
twenty-fold,  they  could,  at  the  same  rate, 
have  been  easily  disposed  of;  and  scarcely 
any  week  passed  by  in  which  messengers 
did  not  apply  who  could  not  be  accommo- 
dated. The  result  was  an  admission  by 
■  the  owners,  "the  fowls  paid  as  well  as 
anything  they  possessed." 

One  of  the  chief  drawbacks  to  success 
was  the  determined  inclination  of  some  of 
.   the  old  cock  pheasants  (the  toild  game  of 
;  the  woods)  to  destroy  the  chickens  of  these 
'  i  fowls,  till  three  weeks  or  a  month  old,  by 
'  pecking,  and  literally  scalpingy  their  heads ; 
and  as,  from  the  immediate  attendance  of 
the  game-keepers,  reprisals  were  quite  out 
of  the  question,   the  plan  was  constantly 
adopted  of  cooning  tne  mother-hens  close 
to  the  house  till  the  chicks  attained  that 
age,  as  the  pheasants  did  not  like  to  ven- 
ture so  near  an  occupied   building,    and 
after  the  age  specifiea  there   seemed    no 
inclination  to  molest  them  aiiywhere. 
For  many  years   the  produce  oi  the 
'    poultry  ahne  "  clothed  the  family  ; "  the 
'  generality  of  persons  in  this  class,  at  that 
time,  being  by  no  means  so  expensively 
attired  as  in  the  present  day.    I  must  now 
leave  the  habitations  of  the  comparatively 
affluent  to  approach  the  thatch-roofed  cot- 
tage of  the  humble  labourer. 

The  party  to  whom  I  shall  particularly 
allude  was,  at  the  onset,  a  workman  under 
the  trustees  of  the  road,  a  man  considerably 
past  his  prime,  and  whose  weekly  pay  was 
only  88.,  from  wliich  Is.  9d.  was  deducted 
J  for  the  rental  of  his  little  two-roomed  cot- 
tage and  garden.  This  man,  from  the  diffi- 
.  cutties,  with  a  large  family,  "  of  making 
I  both  ends  meet^"  not  nnfrequentlv  under- 
I  took  Uttle  jobs  aft3r  the  close  of  his  gene- 
ral duties,  at  six  in  the  evening.  It  was  on 
I  such  an  occasion  the  stepping-stone    to 


future  comparative  affluence  suddenly 
awaited  him  ;  for,  going  to  a  farm-house, 
And,  work  ended,  he  was  asked  into  the 
kitchen  for  refreshment,  and  there,  in  a 
basket  placed  before  the  fire,  were  six 
young  goslings,  the  pai;ent-bird  having 
been  killed,  a  day  or  two  previously,  by 
some  mischievous  wanderers  from  the 
town,  who,  simply  because  she  naturally 
defended  her  newly-hatched  offspring  from 
the  rude  advances  of  their  dog,  deliberately 
destroyed  her  by  stone-throwing,  and  then 
speedily  absconded.  Truly  has  it  been  said, 
"  The  wind  is  a  bad  one  that  blows  luck  to 
none;"  for,  bein^  only  a  few  days  old, 
and  nealected,  their  owner,  in  speaking  to 
my  iniormant,  said,  **they  will  never  he 
reared,  and  if  you  like,  Robert,  to  take 
them  home,  and  be  bothered  with  them, 
you  can  have  them."  The  offer  was  at 
once  thankfully  accepted ;  and  though 
almost  all  the  goslings  were  now  perfectly 
unable  to  stand  ftK>m  sheer  exhaustion,  tiie 
result  of  careful  attention  proved  what  eon 
he  done  under  diffimUieSf-^l  were  reared ! 
and  thus  two  ganders  and  four  geese  were 
now  located  in  a  slope-roofed  hut,  pur- 
posely erected  against  the  back-wall  of 
their  present  owner's  cottage. 

The  cottage,  I  must  here  digress  to  say, 
was  situated  on  the  borders  of  a  common, 
and  almost  close  to  a  large  sheet  of  water ; 
and  therefore  every  possiMe  facility  for  well- 
doing was  at  hand.  I  think  it  a  duty  to 
record  an  act  of  thoughtful  gratitude  on 
the  part  of  their  present  owner,  thatfoims 
a  pleasing  contrast  to  that  of  many  others 
so  situated.  He  offered,  at  Christmas,  a 
pair,  not  intended  for  breeding-stock,  to 
the  party  from  whom  he  received  them, 
and,  as  my  object  is  simply  the  narration 
of  a  veritable  anecdote,  I  state  without 
comment,  they  were  accepted,  thus  leaving 
a  gander  and  three  geese  as  brood-stock  for 
the  coming  year.  During  the  season,  two 
sat  twice  each,  and  the  other  produced  a 
single  hatch.  Memory  will  not  tell  the 
exact  produce  of  this  year,  but  sufficiently 
close  for  my  purposes.  Of  an  eleven, 
two  nines,  and  a  seven,  I  am  confident, 
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the  number  of  the  remaining  brood  I  have 
forgotten ;  but  as  all  were  reared  except 
two,  it  amounted  certainly  to  fully  forty. 
I  will  compress  the  sequel  of  my  story. 
With  the  money  raised  by  the  sale  of  these 
birds  at  autumn  a  small  heifer  was  pur- 
chased ;  and  the  year  foUowing  a  second 
was  obtained  by  the  same  means ;  while 
their  ownei^s  well-merited  success  did  not 
induce  snpineness;  and  some  few  years 
afterwards,  we  find  the  once  indigent  cot- 
tager comfortably  situated  as  the  tenant  of 
a  small  farm  of  thirty-four  acres,  with  a 
dairy  of  seven  cows,  a  good  team,  several 
pigs  feeding,  and,  indeed  it  miut  be  men- 
tioned, all  four  of  his  old  geese,  which  he 
himself  very  graphically  named  ^  his 
friends  in  need."  1  will  add,  that  when 
solicited  by  inquisitive  listeners,  ofttimes 
have  tears  of  honest  gratitude  swept  down 
the  cheeks  of  this  still  plainly-clad  couple, 
while  engaged  narrating  the  eventful  ad- 
vent of  their  justly-esteemed  favourites. 
Since  their  removal  from  the  old  cottnge, 
a  roasted  goose  aly^s  smokes  on  their 
board  at  the  family  reunion  of  Christmas- 
tide,  and  the  slaughtered  pigs  afterwards 
claim  a  place  as  bacon  in  their  own  "kit- 
chen, in  most  pleasing  conifost  to  the  time 
when  the  taste  of  the  one  was  unknown, 
and  the  then  solitary  pig  (for  they  even 
then  fed  one)  was,  all  but  one  side,  sold  to 
pay  the  miller's  account  for  food  it  had 
itself  consumed. 

It  will  be  at  once  obvious  from  the  cir- 
cumstances just  narrated,  and  which  form 
a  mere  unit  in  the  remembrances  of  the 
writer,  that  though  the  absurdity  of  the 
fictitious  prices  in  many  cases  received 
and  paid  for  fancy  fowls  is  fully  acknow- 
ledged and  deprecated,  it  is  equally  main- 
tained, in  its  fullest  acceptance,  that  poul- 
try have  been  hitherto  frequently  kept, 
and  may  now  still  be  readily  maintained, 
with  very  considerable  emolument  to  their 
ownera,  irrespective  of  any  undue  value 
placed  upon  them  by  the  arbitrary  and 
capricious  follies  of  ever-varying  public 
opmions  ;  in  short,  when  subjected  to  the 
exclusive  and  severe  ordeal  of  their  intrinsic 


yalvLe  for  tahle  purposes  onfy.  Surely,  then, 
the  unwarrantable  expenses  that  some 
parties  think  fit  to  incur,  does  not  con- 
vince that  the  term  "poultry  mania"  is 
at  all  applicable  to  those  who,  from  their 
own  or  others^  experience,  think  fit  to  em- 
bark in  the  management  of  an  amusement 
that,  if  properly  conducted,  will  certainly 
yield  both  pleasure,  occupation,  and  com- 
pensatory reward. 

To  what  r?e  now  written  I  willingly  place 
An  adage  that  will  not  my  sabject  disgrace. 
Its  truth  I  have  proved  (which  you  caDDOt 

deny), 
"  It's  wonderful  what  we  can  do  if  we  try." 
Supineness  may  whisper,  "  The  thing  can't  be 

done;" 
Let  energy  struggle ;  the  battle  is  won ; 
Determined,  all  obstacles  quickly  will  fly, 
"  Oh !  it's  wonderful  what  we  can  do  if  we 

try." 

E.  C. 


On  Feeding. 

If  you  go  to  a  physician  to  consult  him 
for  a  disoraered  stomach,  he  inquires  your 
habits,  and  particularly  your  diet,  and 
manner  of  eating.  From  defects  in  these, 
he  finds  the  origin  of  your  disease,  and  for 
its  cure  he  inculcates  a  new  and  better 
system.  When  men  lived  in  a  state  of 
nature,  ailments  were  less  numerous ;  and 
so  it  is  with  poultry.  In  a  natural  state, 
they  have  few  diseases ;  with  as  they  have 
many,  because  we  have  forced  them  into 
an  unnatural  state  of  life.  We  would 
then  trace  them  to  bad  feeding,  and  would 
also,  by  plain  suggestions,  point  out  a 
cure. 

Pheasants,  wild  fowl,  and  poultry, 
where  they  are  wild,  as  in  India,  are 
always  healthy,  and  the  scars  and  seams, 
well  known  to  ail  those  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  pluckinp^  them,  testify  to  tlie  con- 
dition that  enables  them  to  recover  from 
the  most  serious  wounds.  Our  feeding, 
then,  should  most  resemble  tliat  of  the 
wild  bird,  if  we  would  seek  the  same 
result  both  in  condition  and  feather.  We 
should  also  seek  to  give  the  same  food  as 
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the  bird  would  find  if  left  to  its  own 
resonrces. 

The  faults  of  modern  feeding  are,  giving 
meaty — ^feeding  out  of  vessels  of  any  de- 
scription,— ^throwing  down  large  heaps  of 
food,  irregularity, — and  too  often  the  sub- 
stitution of  anything  that  is  cheap  for  that 
which  is  wholesome. 

Meat  is  an  unnatural  food  for  poultry. 
It  was  extensively  given  during  the  Cochin 
mania,  in  order  to  make  weight ;  and  many 
are  the  buyers  who  have  paid  from  ten  to 
twenty  pounds  each  for  very  heavy  hens, 
so  unnaturally  fatted  by  this  process,  that 
they  could  never  lay  a  perfect  egg,  and 
numbers  died  in  the  attempt.  A  fowl  is 
not  provided  with  digestive  organs  for 
meat. 

In  a  state  of  nature,  fowls  run  over  a 
great  extent  of  ground  before  they  get  a 
crop-full.  They  pick  up  food  grain  by 
gram,  and  with  it  small  pieces  of  dirt, 
blades  of  grass,  and  other  things,  that  all 
help  digestion.  What,  then,  can  be  said 
of  the  various  feedera  in  use?  Placed 
before  the  fowls  filled  with  barley,  the 
birds  do  in  five  minutes  that  which  should 
be  the  work  of  two  hours :  they  eat  a 
greedy  fill,  and  suffering  from  unnatural 
repletion,  they  have  recourse  to  drink. 
The  com  swells  in  the  crop,  and  the 
sufferers,  instead  of  walking  cheerfully 
about,  hide  in  corners,  and  squat  about  to 
the  detriment  of  their  health.  This  ap- 
plies to  the  equally  bad  practice  of  tlurow- 
mg  down  the  food  in  heaps. 

Irregularity.  In  a  natural  state  at 
break  of  day,  all  birds  are  in  search  of 
food,  and  they  find  it.  What  an  evil  it 
is,  then,  for  them  to  be  fed  one  day  at 
seven,  next  day  at  nine,  and  sometimes 
not  till  mid-day.  A  still  greater  evil  is,  to 
endeavour  to  make  up  for  previous  neg- 
lect by  an  extra  quantity. 

Amon^  the  improper  food  given  to  fowls 
we  include  two  rather  popular  articles,  viz., 
Indian  com  and  rice.  We  can  only  add, 
we  have  tried  both ;  the  former  makes 
fowls  extremely  fat,  but  it  makes  no  flesh. 
We  conaider  the  latter  worthless^  as  we 


have 'tried  it  to  our  cost ;  and  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  no  good  is  ever  done 
either  in  condition  or  feather,  when  the 
birds  are  fed  with  it. 

Having  disposed  of  our  complaints,  we 
will  now  endeavour  to  point  out  a  better 
plan  for  general  feeding,  not  with  a  view 
to  fatting  or  extra  condition,  but  to  keep 
a  yard  in  really  good  plight. 

They  must  be  out  at  daybreak,  and 
should  be  fed  directly  with  oatmeal  slaked, 
and  thrown  down  to  them.  Let  it  be  so 
mixed,  that  when  cast  down,  it  will 
crumble.  As  soon  as  they  cease  to  run 
after  it,  leave  off  feeding;.  At  mid-day, 
give  some  whole  corn,  wheat  is  best,  but 
throw  it  as  far^  and  scatter  it  as  much  as 
you  can, — throw  it  among  the  grass :  you 
will  see  the  fowls  spreading  about  in  a 
natural  way,  and  seeking  the  stray  ^ains. 
In  the  afternoon,  feed  again  as  in  the 
morning.  Our  system  then  is,  regular 
feeding  three  times  per  day,  and  no  food, 
save  what  they  can  find,  at  any  other 
time.  It  will  cost  no  more  than  the 
systems  we  have  blamed,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  fowls  will  amply  compensate 
for  the  little  extra  trouble.  H.  R. 


Kind  Treatment. 

It  is  said  on  the  highest  possible  autho- 
rity, "  The  merciful  man  is  merciful  to  his 
beast."  Is  it  taking  too  high  a  stand  to 
consider  that  uniform  kindness  to  our 
feathered  favourites  also  may  hold  a  place 
even  among  Christian  duties  ? 

Those  who  are  fond  of  living  things  will 
feel  pain  to  see  them  treated  with  cruelty, 
although  this  cruelty  may  arise  (as  it 
generally  does)  from  thoug^htlessness,  not 
from  design.  To  see  a  little  miserable 
chicken  beaten  about  among  older  and 
stronger  fowls,  and  to  hear  the  owner 
say,  "  Never  mind — ^the  littie  misery  will 
never  do  any  good,"  has  many  times 
excited  the  remark — or  perhaps  only  the 
thought — ^inthe  tender-hearted,  "Then  why 
not  show  it  the  mercy  of  having  it  put  out 
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of  its  misery  ?*'  It  is  far  from  my  mean- 
ing to  attribute  this  kind  of  neglect  to 
intentional  unkindness,  but  surely,  it 
would  be  a  forethought  which  would  pay 
itself  to  consider,  before  filling  our  poultry- 
yards  with  little  sufferers,  what  would  be 
their  chance  of  living  there  in  comfort  and 
enjoyment. 

JPerhaps  with  all  of  us  the  greatest  fault 
may  be,  that  when  we  get  a  number  of 
chickens  hatched,  we  forget  to  reckon  the 
space  they  will  require  wnen  nearfy  grown 
up»  At  three  weeks  old,  the  little  twit- 
terers  run  about,  are  strong  in  health, 
enjoy  life,  and  are  happy.  At  three 
months  old,  "a  change 'comes  o'er  the 
spirit  of  their  dream ;"  the  house,  in  which 
there  was  plenty  of  room  for  its  inhabi- 
tants while  they  were  still  in  the  down,  is 
now  too  full ;  the  ventilation  becomes  in- 
sufficient to  supply  so  many  breathers,  and 
the  task  of  maintaining  the  degree  of 
purity  and  cleanliness  needful  for  health, 
is  a  matter  of  increasing  difficulty.  The 
chickens,  under  these  circumstances,  as- 
sume a  new  aspect ;  they  lose  their  liveli- 
ness, in  their  eatables  they  are  hard  to 
please,  they  mope  about,  and  become  pallid 
and  sickly  in  appearance.  Then  begins 
the  amateur's  most  painful,  troublesome, 
and  generally  unrewarded  task — ^that  of 
nursing  up  a  parcel  of  sick  chickens. 
Most  amateurs  find  this  a  duty  towards 
their  feathered  dependents,  which  gene- 
rally ends  in  disappointment,  but  still  it 
is  a  duty ;  and  if  we  derive  from  the  in- 
habitants of  our  poultry-yards  profit  or 
amusement,  as  the  case  may  be,  we  can 
scarcely  refuse  to  them  the  return  of  trying 
to  make  their  sufferings  less  when  they 
are  sick,  or  of  ending  their  pain  by  having 
them  killed. 

Another  duty  we  owe  to  our  chickens 
is  to  take  care  that  they  are  neither  teazed 
nor  neglected  by  those  we  employ  to  look 
after  them.  I  do  not  exactly  participate 
in  the  sentiment  of  Anthony  Charles 
Fluid  (of  Olympic  mempry),  in  a  general 
hatred  of  boys ;  but  certainly,  girls  will 
often  be  found  more  unremitting  in  their 


attention,  more  neat  in  their  habits,  and 
more  devoted  to  their  task  than  the  junior 
members  of  the  nobler  sex.  But  whoever 
we  may  employ  to  attend  to  the  fowls,  let 
us  see  that  they  are  tended  and  cleaned 
with  regularity  ;  and  let  us  never  intrust 
them  to  the  care  of  a  person  of  a  teazing 
disposition.  In  spoiling  the  temper  of 
the  fowls,  in  interfering  with  the  sitters, 
and  in  bringing  about  apparent  accidents 
to  the  young  chicks,  an  interfering, 
meddling,  teazing  attendant  may  do  more 
mischief  among  the  stock  than  the  owner 
has  any  idea  of. 

Accidents  and  mischances  in  my  own 
poultry-yard  first  led  to  these  reflections. 
A  fine  Spanish  cock  was  dnce  so  spoiled 
in  temper  by  being  constantly  teazed  by  a 
young  Flibbertigibbet,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  take  care  of  him,  that  the  members  of 
the  family  could  not  pass  through  the 
yard  in  which  he  was  kept  without  a  stick 
or  a  birch  broom,  or  some  equally  potent 
weapon  of  defence.  The  expectations  of 
the  early  chickens  of  one  season  ended  in 
disappointment  from  the  inquisitive  habits 
of  a  young  lass,  who  liked  to  see  the  sitting 
hens  raise  their  feathers  and  to  hear  them 
scold,  and  to  investigate,  by  handling  the 
eggs,  the  progress  of  the  hatching  process. 
These  are  but  two  examples  among  many 
similar.  E.  W. 


A  few  general  Eemarks  on  Fancy 
Poultry  and  Poultry  Shows. 

It  is  quite  certain  nothing  has  become 
so  general,  or  so  universally  popular  in 
modern  times,  as  a  taste  for  the  culture  of 
domestic  poultry. 

This  has  arisen  most  probably  in  a  great 
measurefrom  the  twofold  fact,  that  though 
a  most  exceedingly  pleasing  recreation,  it 
has  proved- itself  far  more  remunercuHve,  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  than  any  other 

Sublic  fancy  of  recent  date  ;  the  latter  no 
oubt  having  ensued  in  no  slight  degree 
from  the  anxiety  of  exhibitors  to  obtain 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


43 


first-rate  specimens  wherewith  to  compete 
at  the  numerous  public  exhibitions  of 
poultry.  A  few  years  since,  the  prices  now 
otUnnid  easily  for  fancy  fowls  would  have 
been  considered  fabulous,  and  their  pur- 
chasers jeered  right  heartily  on  the  litter 
improbability  of  ever  "  seeing  their  money 
return."  Time,  however,  that  proves  all 
things,  shows  that  some  of  those  who  were 
thus  situated  had  displayed  greater  fore- 
sight than  their  neighbours,  and  thus 
attained  very  considerable  emoluments 
from  a  source  that  had  for  many  years 
been  almost  altogether  neglected,  or  the 
profits  of  which  (thus  carelessly  and 
I  mdolently  obtained),    were  only  appro- 

Sriated  as  ^^pin-momy'*  for  the  wife  or 
aughters  of  agriculturists  generally.  It 
is  now  far  difierent,  and  many  have 
largely  increased  their  scanty  incomes  by 
the  produce  of  some  three  or  four  heads  of 
weUr^elected  poultry. 

There  appears  to  have  been  two  radical 
errors  into  which  aspirants  for  poultry 
honours  have,  by  far,  too  generally  fallen, 
tIz.  :  the  supposition  they  foigM  get  very 
first-rate  pi'oauce  from  indifferent  stock ; 
and  others  have  erred  quite  as  glaringly 
by  adopting  the  plan  of  buying,  at  any 
price,  those  fowls  only  that  have  taken  first 
prizes  at  the  diflferent  poultry  shows.  A 
few  moments'  quiet  renection  will  tend  to 
prove  the  fallacy  of  either  plan. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  even  when 
fowls  are  bred  from  the  purest  strains,  all 
ihe  produce  will  not  evidence  equal  purity 
with  their  parents,  as  to  the  diaracteristics 
of  that  particular  variety  to  which  they 
belong :  it  will  therefore  be  easily  con- 
ceived how  infinitely  removed  are  the 
probabilities  of^  obtaining  such  where  the 
"  Brood-stock "  are  of  only  tolerable 
character;  and  as  regards  the  purchase 
of  first  prize  pens  only,  this  arrangement 
is  open  to  the  very  serious  objection  that 
by  so  doing  we  have  no  change  of  blood, 
and  the  past  experience  of  many  a  disap- 
pointed amateur  has  proved,  and  doubtless 
the  dearly-bought  knowledge  of  others 
tcill  yet  confirm^  that  the  undeviating  and 


inevitable  consequences  of  such  ''inter- 
breeding "  will  be  imbecility  and  deterio- 
ration of  character  in  the  offspring. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  breeders  generally  to  the  fact,  how 
few  amateurs  in  England  have  maintained 
their  superiority  for  a  series  of  years  in 
any  particular  variety,  unless  hy  the 
exhibition  of  the  same  identical  birds ; 
this  doubtless  arises  from  the  same  cause 
which  exists  when  first-prize  pens  only 
are  purchased  for  breeding-stock  by  a 
wealthy  new  beginner.  All  being  nom 
the  same  blood,  their  offspring  (if  anj') 
are  puny,  weakly,  and  highly  suscep- 
tible of  disease.  These  much-to-be- 
dreaded  consequences  are  easily  obviated 
by  obtaining  the  male  birds  from  one 
strain,  their  hens  or  pullets  (as  the  case 
may  be)  from  a  (different  one ;  then  (if 
well  selected^  there  is  but  little  fear  but 
there  will  oe  ample  cause  for  self-con- 
gratulation as  to  their  produce  for  a 
couple  of  generations,  after  which  period 
deterioration  will  certainly  ensue  if  the 
same  plan  is  not  again  re-adopted. 

Now,  the  subject  naturally  leads  on- 
wards to  the  ''  cmcken  classes  ; "  I  cannot 
forbear  making  a  passing  remark  on  a 
condition  we  generally  nnd  introduced 
into  prize  lists,  viz. :  ''  that  the  respective 
ages  of  the  chickens  must  be  aecurafefy 
stated."  I  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that 
this  rule  seems  ''  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  the  observance  ; ''  and  that 
while  some  exhibitors  deduct  only  a  few 
weeks  from  the  ages  of  their  respective 
stock,  others  (less  scrupulous)  do  not 
hesitate  to  assert,  with  the  most  un- 
blushing effrontery,  they  have  not  attained 
half  their  real  age.  This  is  evidently 
unjust  to  the  conscientious  exhibitor,  and 
entails  a  most  unpleasant  task  on  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  adjudicate  the  prizes ; 
for,  in  case  the  judges  (as  empowered) 
disqualify  a  pen  from  this  cause,  it  is 
almost  certain  the  disappointed  one  turns 
round  on  his  rivals  and  points  out  (and 
perchance  proves),  that  they  too  have  been 
guilty  of  a  similar  mis-statement,  though 
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in  a  less  degree.  To  draw  a  line  of  de- 
marcation as  to  how  far  such  practices 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  unpunished,  on 
the  one  hand,  or  where  a  stand  should  be 
made  on  the  other,  is  impossible ;  and  now 
the  prevalence  of  this  oDJectionable  habit 
is  so  generally  admitted,  perhaps  it  would 
not  be  ill-judged  for  the  managing  com- 
mittees of  future  poultry  exhibitions  to 
gravely  consider  wnether  it  would  not  be 
well  to  leave  the  ages  of  the  chickens  an 
open  question  for  the  judges,  thereby 
leaving  no  opportunity  for  the  gross 
misrepresentationa  so  commonly  in- 
dulged in. 

I  will  just  advert  to  one  other  most  uni- 
versal mistake^  into  which  an  unreflective 
novice  is  almost  certain  to  inveigle  him- 
self, unwittingly,  viz.,  a  thirst  for  morb 
poultry  than  he  has  the  means  to  accommo- 
date; the  consequences  on  the  adult  fowls 
are  bad  enough;  but  on  the  '^ younger 
branches,"  it  acts  with  crushing  effect; 
and  certain  it  is,  that  many  a  one  has 
seen  contagion  spreading  its'  baneful  in- 
fluences on  every  side  (and  gaining 
strength  every  hour)  within  the  precincts 
of  his  poultry-yard,  without  the  slightest 
supposition  ever  crossing  his  mind,  that 
his  oton  former  imprudence  was  the  foster- 
parent  of  all  his  present  troubles.  I  need 
scarcely  insist  on  the  all-important  subject 
of  the  most  scrupulous  care,  as  to  cleanliness 
in  every  department  of  a  poultry-yard, 
whether  in  regard  to  water,  food,  or  the 
roosting-houses.  If  proper  attention  is 
nBAhhY  given^  good  food  used^  and  **  though 
last,  not  least,"  the  fowls  have  been  care- 
fully and  wisely  chosen  in  the  first  in- 
stance, I  for  one  do  not  fear  an  unsatis- 
factory result 

E.  H. 


Schedule!  of  Poultry  Shows. 

Atlbsbu&t  Show. — There  will  be  a 
poultry  exhibition,  of  a  novel  character, 
at  Aylesbury,  on'  the  12th  April. 


The  Baroness  Meyer  de  Rothschild  will 
give  a  silver  tea-pot  to  the  owner  of  the 
best  collection  of  four  pens  of  poultrv,  pre- 
ference being  given  to  the  most  useful  sorts, 
and  not  to  contain  more  than  one  pen  of 
ducks.  The  competition  is  restricted  to 
farmers  of  not  less  than  fifty  acres  in  the 
vale  of  Aylesbury,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Baron  de  Rothschild's  hunt;  but  farm- 
servants  are  allowed  to  compete. 

All  the  amateurs  and  poultry-feeders  are 
on  the  qui  vive,  and  the  competition  will 
be  great. 

Bath  and  West  op  England  Poultry 
Show.— The  Schedule  of  the  Bath  and  West 
of  England  Society  announces  the  annual 
exhibition  to  take  place  in  the  city  of 
Bath  early  in  June»  as  noticed  in  our 
weekly  list  of  poultry  shows.  The  prizes 
which  are  offered  are  of  an  amount  calcu- 
lated to  entice  exhibitors.  They  are, — 
three  of  £3,  £1. 10s.,  and  15s.,  respectively, 
for  mature  birds  of  the  Spanish,  Dorking 

i coloured  and  white),  Cochin-China  (l^e 
bur  varieties),  and  Brahma  Pootras.  For 
chickens  of  1854,  of  the  same  classes  (ex- 
cept Black  Cochins  and  Brahma  Pootras, 
which  are  not  mentioned),  two  prizes  of 
1/.  10s.  and  15s.  are  offered. 

Game  fowls  (four  classes),  Malay,  Ham- 
burgs  (four  classes),  an|}  Polands  ^the 
usual  three  classes),  have  each  two  prizes 
of  £1. 10s.  and  15s.  In  these  cUsses  no 
chickens  are  mentioned. 

^  The  judges  will  award,  in  class  27,  two 
prizes  of  £1. 10s.  each  to  deserving  speci- 
mens of  a  cock  and  two  hens  of  an^ 
and  of  any  distinct  breed  not  named  in  t 
foregoing  classes.'' 

^' The  judges  will  awar^,  in  class  28,  two 
prizes  of  £1. 10s.  each  to  deserving  speci- 
mens of  a  cockerel  and  two  pullets, 
hatched  in  1854^  of  any  distinct  breed, 
not  named  in  the  foregoing  classes." 

For  bantams  there  are  two  prizes  for 
each  class  of  gold-laced,  silver-laced,  white 
and  black,  ox  £1  and  lOs.,  and  the  prizes 
for  ducks,  geese,  and  turkeys  are  of  the 
same   amount*      Pigeons,  one   prize   to 
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each  rariety,   of   10s.     Total  of  prizes, 
£114. 

A  silver  cup,  valae  £6,  will  be  awarded, 
in  addition  to  the  exhibitor  obtaining  the 
gnaUr  number  of  first  prizes  in  the  classes, 
for  laature  Spanish,  Dorking  (coloured  and 
white),  Cochin-China  (four  varieties),  and 
Brahma  Footras ;  in  fact,  to  the  person 
Tdio  receives  the  greatest  number  of  prizes 
of  3/. 

We  give  the  rules  and  regulations  : — 

All  exhibitors  will  be  required  to  pay 
for  coops,  food,  attendance,  &c.j  as  fol- 
lows : —  Per  Pen. 

For  classes  of  mature  birds,  of    «•   d, 
the  large  varieties 4    0 

For  classes  of  chickens,  and  for 

the  smaUer  varieties  ...    3    0 

For  classes  of  bantams,  turkeys, 

and  water-fowl        2    6 

For  classes  of  pigeons    1    6 

The  above  fees  include  the  free  delivery 
of  all  birds  to  and  from  the  show-yard  to 
the  railway  station;  but  all  expense  of 
carriage  to  and  from  Bath  must  be  borne 
by  the  proprietors,  and  all  carriage  to 
Bailh  must  be  pre-paid,  or  the  specimens 
will  not  be  removed  from  the  station. 

All  certificates  must  be  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Henry  Spackman,  honorary  secretaiy.  No. 
6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath,  together  with  the 
amount  of  fees  chargeable  at  the  above 
rates,  on  or  before  the  10th  of  May,  1854, 
on  printed  blank  forms,  which  will  be  fur- 
nished by  him  on  application.  Application 
should  M  made  not  later  than  the  26th  of 
AprO. 

Exhibitors  must  state  the  price,  breed, 
and  age  (if  possible),  calculated  up  to  the 
day  of  exhibition,  of  their  specimens,  on 
their  certificates ;  and  all  birds  competing 
for  any  chicken's  prize  must  have  their 
easad  ages  entered  thereon.  And  a  sale 
musi  take  place  if  the  price  be  offered 
through  the  secretary,  when  the  exhibitor 
will  Iw  cluurged  £5  per  cent.,  towards  de- 
frimnff  expenses. 

High  condition,  quality,  beauty^  of  plum- 
age, purity  of  race,  and  uniformity  in  the 


markings,  combs,  and  other  characteristics, 
will,  in  all  the  classes  for  fowl,  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  judges  in  a  greater 
degree  than  mere  weight  wi&out  these  dis- 
tinctions, if  the  more  perfect  specimens  are 
at  the  same  time  of  a  fair  average  size. 

All  specimens  (shown  for  prizes)  must 
be  bond  fide  the  propertv  of  the  esdiibitor, 
the  discovery  of  any  wilful  mis-statement 
will  exclude  the  exhibitor  from  all  future 
exhibitions. 

The  competition  for  prizes  is  strictiy  con- 
fined to  amateurs,  but  poultry  dealers  may 
send  specimens  for  sale,  on  payment  of  6s. 
for  each  coop,  which  shaU  not  contain  more 
than  six  hiras,  to  be  entered  and  paid  for 
before  the  10th  of  May,  1854. 

The  judges  will  be  empowered  to  with- 
hold any  prize  where  specimens  are  not 
considered  of  sufficient  merit. 

The  poultry  department  will"  be  subject 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  director. 

Medals  will  be  given-  instead  of  prizes, 
if  desired. 

^  All  the  specimens  intended  for  exhibi- 
tion must  be  at  the  show-yard  before  seven 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  6th 
of  June,  otherwise  they  will  not  be  ad- 
mitted ;  and  no  specimen  can  be  removed 
before  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  of  Friday, 
the  9th  of  June. 

All  eggs  laid  will  be  destroyed. 

It  is  particularly  desired  that  no  birds  be 
sent  unless  in  a  perfectiy  healthy  condi- 
tion. 

All  birds  to  which  prizes  have  been 
affixed  may  be  claimea  at  the  price  put 
upon  them  after  three  o'clock  on  the  mst 
day.  Application  to  be  made  at  the  secre- 
tary's <Smoe,  where  all  sales  must  be 
effected. 

Subscribers  of  20s.  are  entitied  to  two 
transferable  tickets,  to  admit  their  nomi- 
nees during  the  whole  show ;  of  10s.  to 
one  ticket,  not  transferable. 

Exhibitors  are  particularly  requested 
carefully  to  examine  the  piize  lists  and 
regulations  of  the  show,  in  order  to  avoid 
errors  in  making  their  entries.  It  must 
also  be  understood  that  no  alteration  can  be 
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made  in  the  prices  as  stated  on  the  cenrtifir 
catesy  and  set  forth  in  the  catalogue ;  that 
the  specimens  must  he  sold  in  pens^  cmdnot 
dimM;  and  that  the  persons  who  have 
the  management  of  the  sales  cannot  take 
charge  of  fowl  which  are  disposed  of 
privately.  Exhihitors  who  do  not  wish  to 
effect  sales  are  recommended  to  name  a 
really  prohibitory  price,  say  £1,000  per 
pen.  Attention  to  these  regulations  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  business  of  the  show, 
and  prevent  errors  in  the  accounts,  and  in 
the  despatch  of  the  specimens  at  its  close. 

It  is  particularly  requested  that  all 
parties  appfyina  to  the  secretary  for  certi- 
ficates name  what  class  they  wish  to  enter 
in,  and  inclose  postage  stamps. 

Admission  to  the  poultry  show  only  (the 
first  day),  2s.  6d. ;  second  day,  until  six 
P.M.,  Is. ;  six  until  eight  p.m.,  6d. ;  third 
day,  until  twelve  o'clock,  6d.  No  re- 
admissian. 

Director,  Jonathan  Gray,  Ksq.  (late  of 
Bath),  12,  Upper  Finchley-road,  St.  John's 
Wood,  London. 

Honorary  Secretary,  Henry  Spackman, 
Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath. 

Hexham  Show. — ^The  Schedule  of  the 
Hexham  show  announces  an  entirely  new 
sjrstem  for  arranging  the  prizes,  which 
will  be  best  explained  by  giving  the  rule 
relating  to  it : — 

"  The  whole  of  the  receipts  of  the  exhi- 
bition, after  payment  of  the  necessary 
expenses,  will  be  divided  into  equal  parts, 
and  distributed  in  prizes.  (The  value  of 
a  part  last  year  was  a  smiling.)  The 
judges  will  be  empowered  to  withhold  a 
prize  or  prizes  in  any  of  the  classes  in 
which  specimens  are  of  an  inferior  qua- 
Uty." 

Thus  to  the  Spanish  are  allotted,  ^^  best 
cock  and  two  hens,"  a  first  prize,  con- 
sisting of  15  parts ;  second  prize,  10  parts. 
Best  cock  and  one  hen,  first  prize,  9,  and 
second  prize,  6  parts.  Best  cockerel  and 
two  pullets  of  1B53,  one  prize  of  12  parts. 

To  the  Dorking  classes,  cock  and  two 
hens,  first  prize,  15 ;  second  prize,  10. 


Cock  and  one  hen,  first  prize,  9 ;  second 
prize,  6.    White  Dorkings,  the  same. 

ToCocfain-Chinas  (buff,  partridge,  Uaok 
and  white),  the  same  scale  of  prizes  to  each 
class ;  and  two  prizes,  12  and  9  parts, 
^^  for  the  best  cockerel  and  two  pulletsi, 
chickens  of  1853,  of  the  various  breeds  of 
Cochin-China.'* 

The  same  nmnher  of  prizes  are  ofi^ered  to 
Malays,  game  fowl  (white,  piles,  duck- 
wings  and  greys),  ^ame  fowl  (black- 
breasted,  and  other  reds),  the  usual  classes 
of  Hamburgs,  Polands  (black,  golden,  and 
silver),  and  to  a  new  class  for  Andalusian 
fowls ;  but  the  amount  varies  from  12  parts 
to  6. 

The  prizes  for  bantams,  turkeys,  geese, 
ducks,  and  pigeons  are  much  lower  ;  and 
eleven  classes  are  introduced  for  canaries 
and  other  singing  birds. 

It  is  feared  the  plan  of  arranging  the 
prizes  will  prove  very  puzzling  to  many 
persons. 

Five  per  cent,  only  is  to  be  deducted 
from  all  sales. 

We  will  give  the  following  extracts  from 
the  rules,  as  likely  to  prove  interesting  to 
persons  wishing  to  reckon  the  probable 
amount  of  the  prizes.  The  last  rule  will 
be  very  pleasing  to  those  who  exhibit  their 
birds : — 

^^  No  exhibitor  shall  enter  more  than  two 
pens  in  any  one  class,  and  one  shilling  en- 
trance shall  be  paid  for  each  pen.  Exhibi- 
tors of  less  than  four  pens  shall  be  entitled 
to  one,  and  exhibitors  of  four  ^ns  and  up- 
wards, to  two  tickets  of  admission  to  the 
show." 

'^  Charges  for  admission  on  Friday,  the 
12th  of  May,  from  two  o'clock  till  five. 
Is,,  and  from  five  till  seven,  6d.  On  Satur- 
day, the  Idth,  from  ten  till  one.  Is.,  and 
from  one  till  six^  6d. 

^*  The  committee  will  attend  to  the  care 
and  feedinff  of  the  ponltiy,  and  to  the  col- 
lecting ana  breaking  of  all  the  eggs  during 
the  show.  Any  person  detected  taking 
eggs  out  of  the  show  will  be  rigorously 
prosecuted.  All  sticks  and  umbreUas  must 
be  left  at  the  door." 
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Poultry  Judging. 
Iir  jadging  poultry,  some  rules  are  iiu- 
<  penitiTe,  others  are  not.  There  are  two 
.  reaaons  for  this.  If  it  be  made  absolutely 
I  necessary  that  a  prize  fowl  shall  possess 
all  the  characteristics  of  the  breed  to  which 
I  it  belongs,  then  of  necessity  it  follows,  the 
I  absence  of  them  will  disqualify  from 
j  taking  a  prize.  If  this  be  the  case,  then, 
I  eren  at  the  best  exhibitions,  half  the 
I  prizes  will  be  withheld,  and  even  those 
I  who  are  most  desirous  for  fixed  rules  for 
judges  will  feel  disappointoient  when  their 
,  pets  are  denied  their  anticipated  honours, 
{  and  those  to  which,  as  the  best  of  their 
j  class,  they  were  perhaps  entitled. 

The  office  of  Judge  at  a  poultry  show  is 
not  an  enviable  one,  but  it  is  in  the  power 
of  exhibitors  to  make  it  easier,  by  attending 
to  those  roles  that  are  imperative.  Now, 
none  is  more  so  than  proper  matchin|^, 
and  perhaps  a  few  suggestions  on  this 
head  may  not  be  thrown  away. 

Those  birds  are  the  most  difficult  to 
match  where  colour  is  not  a  test  of  purity, 
and  where  comb  is  not  an  indication  of 
merit,  or  otherwise.  Let  us  then  begin 
with  Dorkings. 

In  these  we  unhesitatingly  assert  tliat 
neither  comb  nor  colour  is  essential;  but 
it  is  most  important  that  the  birds  ex- 
hibited in  the  same  pen  should  be  all  alike 
in  every  respect :  because,  although  where 
an  ill-matcned  pen  distances  all  com- 
petitors, it  must  have  the  prize;  yet^ 
where  competition  is  very  close,  a  defect 
in  matching  will  be  fatal  to  a  pen. 

Grey  Dorkings.  Any  colour  of  grey 
Dorking  hen  may  be  put  to  a  black- 
breasted  and  black<*tailed  cock  with  light 
hackle  and  saddle ;  and  here  the  grey 
meana  any  colour  but  brown  or  speckled. 
But  it  is  a  mistake  to  overlook  or  condemn 
a  cock  because  he  has  a  i^eckled  breast  or 
a  Ik-ht  tail.  We  may  say  again,  any  cock 
will  match  grey  hens,  except  a  red,  black- 
breasted  red,  or  cuckoo. 

Cnekoo  Dorkings  must  of  course  be  all 
similar  in  colour,  although  a  slight  dif- 


ference in  shade  should  never  tell  against 
them,  as  some  of  these  birds  have  more 
blue  in  the  shade  of  their  feathers  than 
others. 

Speckles  are  of  three  characters,  cho- 
colate with  black  speckle,  chocolate  with 
white  speckle,  and  grey  with  white  speckle. 
The  hrst-mentioned  belong  to  the  same 
class  as  the  brown  with  dark  hackles,  and 
admit  of  any  cock  except  a  light  one. 
The  proper  mate  for  them  is  a  black  breast 
and  tail,  dark  straw  hackle,  and  a  red 
saddle.  The  second  mate  with  the  browns, 
and  to  these  the  cock  should  be  red,  or  red 
with  black  breast,  or  red  and  white  speckle. 
The  third  have  no  cock  properly  belonging 
to  them,  and  must  be  put  with  a  light 
mate. 

Combs  must  be  uniform,  and  all  mutt 
have  five  claws,  which  should  be  well 
defined. 

Spanish  are  true  as  regards  colour,  but 
the  cocks  want  to  be  well  looked  at,  lest 
there  be  any  red  feathers  in  the  plumage ; 
the  less  should  be  all  blue,  and  here  there 
should  be  if  possible  diversity  of  comb, 
inasmuch  as  that  of  the  cock  should  be 
upright,  while  those  of  the  hens  should  fall 
well  over  the  face.  But  although  the 
upright  comb  is  preferable,  it  is  not 
essential,  and  is  not  a  point  of  sufficient 
importance  to  palliate  any  red  in  the  face. 
The  comb  pi  Hamburg  fowls  is  of  vast 
importancei  and  should  be  strictly  uniform 
throughout  the  pen,  well  pointed,  sitting 
well  and^  upright  on  the  head..  In  the 
chicken  classes  of  these  birds^  it  is  most 
essential  to  exhibit  them  all  of  one  age* 
There  is  here  no  difficulty  of  colour. 

Matching,  both  in  colour  and  legs,  is 
most  imperative  in  game  fowls,  more  so 
than  in  any  other  breed,  and  if  there  be 
any  diffisrence  or  degree,  the  legs  are  more 
important  than  the  feather,  seeing  that 
when  judges  go  round  a  first  time,  every 
pen  showing  legs  of  divers  colours  is  at 
once  disqualified*  The  cocks  must  be 
dubbed. 

Polands  must -all  have  blue  legs,  and 
here  uniformity  of  marking  and  top-knots 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48 


THE   POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


u  desirable.  There  is  a  great  difference 
in  spangling:  some  are  heavily,  some 
lightly  marked ;  a^ain,  some  top-knots 
have  mnch  white  in  them,  others  very 
little ;  if  birds  thus  various  in  points  are 
put  together  in  a  pen,  they  can  only  at 
best  hope  for  an  mglorious  victory,  due 
rather  to  the  worthlessness  of  their  op- 
ponents than  their  own  merits.  Not  only 
should  tiie  spangling  be  alike,  but  the 
ground  colour  of  all  in  the  pen  should  be 
the  same. 


wad  Fowl 

NoTHixa  can  be  more  beautiful  on  a 
piece  of  ornamental  water  than  domesti- 
cated wild  fowl.  Few  persons  possess  a 
large  sheet  of  water  without  desiring  to  have 
them;  yet,  after  many  trials,  &ey  are 
compelled,  by  repeated  failures,  to  give 
up  the  attempt.  Now,  as  those  who  are 
fond  of  poultry,  are  generally  lovers  of 
this  class  of  birds  as  well,  we  are  led  to 
believe,  that  a  few  remarks  of  a  practical 
nature,  tending  to  lessen,  if  not  to  over- 
come, the  difficulties  hiUierto  insuperable, 
will  not  be  out  of  place. 

If  the  piece  of  water  is  supplied  by  a 
stream  running  into  it  one  way,  and  out 
of  it  the  other,  it  will  always  be  difficult 
to  keep  them,  as,  although  pinioned,  and 
consequently  unable  to  fly,  they  swim 
down  the  stream,  and  become  an  easy 
prey  to  thieves  or  vermin. 

If  it  be  a  pond  or  lake  without  fence 
around  it,  the  most  important  thing  is  to 
consult  the  habits  of  the  biixis  you  are 
about  to  place  upon  it.  Any  sort  of  geese 
will  do,  as  thev  become  tame  as  soon  as 
they  discover  their  inabilitv  to  fly.  The 
ducks  should  be  the  tufted  duck  Tblack- 
headed  Pochard),  dun  bird  (red-neaded 
Pochard),  and  anv  other  divers.  These 
latter  remain  on  the  water,  because  being 
divers,  their  feet  are  placed  far  behind, 
and  they  are  consequently  badly  adapted 
for  the  land.  If  they  attempt  to*run,  they 
fall  forwards  on  their  breasts. 


If  the  piece  of  wliter  be  inclosed,  and  a 
fence  three  feet  high  is  amply  sufficient, 
then  a  large  and  varied  selection  may  be 
made.  Sheldrake,  pintail,  gadwalL  sho- 
veller, whistling  ducks,  common  and  Gar- 
gane^  teal,  and  widgeon,  may  be  kept  wiUi 
security. 

The  first  thing  is,  they  must  be  all 
securely  pinioned ;  thjs  is  a  very  trifling 
operation.  The  wing  of  a  duck  has  two 
joints  above  the  spur.  The  amputation 
must  take  place  below  the  second ;  indeed, 
the  simplest  plan  is  to  count  eight  feathers, 
which  takes  the  whole  flight.  Place  a 
sharp  stout  knife  below  the  quill  of  the 
eighth  feather,  on  the  bone  of  the  wing,  as 
it  lies  flat  on  a  block,  post,  or  table ;  let 
some  one  strike  the  back  of  the  knife  a 
smart  blow  with  a  mallet  or  hammer,  and 
turn  the  duck  immediately  into  the  water. 
The  whole  flight  will  be  removed,  and  tiie 
spur  of  the  wing  temains  to  cover  and 
protect  the  wounded  part.  It  is  useless  to 
cut  ofi^  less  than  this. 

The  next  thing  is,  to  have  four  landing- 

? laces  for  the  ducks,  one  at  each  side. 
*hese  should  be  cut  through  the  bank, 
and  shelve  down  into  the  water.  It  is 
well  to  make  the  path  hard,  by  ramming 
down  large  gravel  stones,  as  otherwise  it 
will  become  muddy.  These  landings  are 
necessaiy,  because  ducks  cannot  climb  up 
perpendicular,  and  sometimes  over-hang- 
mg,  banks,  and  a  beaten  bird  is  often 
killed  by  his  pursuer  for  want  of  these 
means  ot  escape. 

If  birds  have  been  travelling,  or  in  con- 
finement for  some  time,  they  must  not  be 
at  once  turned  out  on  a  large  piece  of 
water,  as,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  they 
will  dix)wn,  thdr  feathers  being  dry,  and 
unable  to  resist  or  repel  the  water.  In 
this  state,  if  turned  out,  they  immediately 
h^pn  wasliing,  they  struggle  into  the 
middle  of  the  water,  and  as  it  reaches 
their  down,  from  the  bad  condition  of  the 
feather,  they  sink  lower  and  lower,  till 
they  die. 

This  may  be  avoided  by  putting  them 
first  in  a  small  place  or  cage,  about  six 
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feet  B^uare^  being  two-thirds  land  aiid 
one-third  wator.  Here  the  birds  can 
wnab^  and  in  four  or  fire  days  may  be 
safely  turned  on  any  piece  of  water^  now- 
erer  large.  Where  birds  are  frequently 
tuned  out^  sach  a  cage  should  be  put  up 
at  the  edge  of  the  water ;  but  where  not 
often  required,  one  mav  be  easily  con- 
structed with  four  hurdles.  The  birds, 
whOe  in  this  confinement,  should  be  rery 
Uberally  fed. 

There  are  very  few  places  so  productive 
of  food,  that  ducks  require  no  teeding  by 
hand.  The  best  food  is  barley;  for  a 
change^  buckwheat  and  hempseed.  The 
latter  are  more  expensive,  and  need  only 
be  giyen  at  times,  or  I  am  not  sure  that 
ne^  is  a  proper  term,  as  there  is  no  real 
need  for  it  at  all.  All  persons  who  keep 
wild  fowl,  wish  to  have  them  tame ;  and 
nothing  helps  more  to  accomplbh  this, 
than  to  feea  them  at  stated  tmies  with 
food  of  which  they  are  fond,  and  it  should 
always  be  thrown  into  shallow  water. 
For  this  purpose,  nothing  is  so  ^ood  as 
bread,  both  because  they  like  it»  and 
because  it  floats. 

We  would  close  this  pi^ier  by  one  re- 
mark. The  first  difficulty  is  to  get  a  few 
tame  birds  on  the  water,  thoroughly  re- 
conciled to  their  captivity,  and  attached  to 
their  feeder.  These  must  be  divers;  and 
those  easiest  to  obtain  and  domesticate  are 
the  dun  bird  and  tufted  duck.  These, 
wcith  some  sheldrakes  (always  to  be  had 
tame-bred),  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
larger  collection,  and  prove  the  means  of 
taming  the  wilder  varieties,  provided  they 
foe  put  on  the  water  in  small  numbers,  not 
exceeding  half  the  tame  birds  with  which 
they  are  to  associate.  A  few  really  tame 
wild  ducks  are  useful  for  the  same  pur- 
pose ;  and' if  it  is  not  desired  to  breed 
them,  mallards  alone,  while  they  are  more 
ornamental,  will  be  equally  useful  with 
pairs.  H.  R. 

You  may  take  it  for  an  infallible  rule, 
that  all  wmte*feathered  poultry  are  tender, 
save  Aylesbury  ducks. 


The  PouUfy  PenUH/ogue;  or,  Fht  Bulea 
far  Fancy  Fowls  and  Fwol  Fanciers^  in- 
tended fir  Popular  Use  and  Practical 
Purpoees.  By  James  Fwrneaiusy  Esq. 
W.  S.  Obb  &  Co.,  London ;  and  Roqer 
LiDSTONB,  Plymouth. 
''Fob  fear  that  the  reader  should  not  so 
beyond  the  first  pa^e,'*  commences  the 

r'ited  writer  of  this  little  treatise,  ''I 
k  it  as  well  to  put  him  at  once  in  pos- 
session of  those  which  I  consider  to  be  the 
five  great  Rules  that  should  constitute  the 
Pentalogue  of  a  fowl  fancier: — 1.  Pubb 
Breed  ;  2.  Fbesu  Blood  ;  8.  Yabibd 
Diet  ;  4.  Ei^uable  Tempebature  ;  5. 
Stbict  Cleanliness."  But  we  fiincy 
there  is  little  danger  that  the  person  who 
lays  out  his  eighl^nce,  becomes  possessed 
of  the  little  work  and  opens  it,  will  fEul  to 
read  on  to  the  end.  *' Having  paid  his 
money,"  continues  the  writer,  **he  is  en- 
titled to  take  his  choice ;"  and  the  choice 
of  most  persons  will  certainly  be  to  read 
and  profit  by  the  contents  of  this  concise, 
humorous,  and  sensible  book  of  directions. 

In  a  chapter  which  the  author  face- 
tiously calls  "domiciliary,"  in  which  he 
remarks  that,  "  A  few.  yards  of  wire  fenc- 
ing and  a  little  common  sense  will  ffo  a 
long  way  in  providing  suitable  pens ''  for 
fowls,  he  gives  the  following  truthful  ac- 
count of  the  caprice  of  hens  respecting 
their  nests : — 

"Hens  exhibit  peculiar  fancies  about 
nests,  which,  like  our  watering-places, 
suddenly  become  all  the  rage  at  one  time, 
and  are  pronounced*  unfashionable  at 
another.  Out  of  about  ten  nests  in  my 
own  house,  but  three  are  at  present  popu- 
lar, why  or  wherefore  I  know  not,  as  they 
possess  very  different  qualities.  One  of 
these  is  in'^a  cold  comer  on  the;ground, 
the  second  is  in  a  window  exposed  to  light 
and  heat,  and  the  third  is  situated  in  a 
dark  nook  in  an  iron  pot.  Although  I  am 
of  opinion  that  nests  nad  better  be  left  an 
open  question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
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hens  themselves,  I  will  give  my  ideas  on 
the  subject.  Of  all  materials  usually  em- 
ployed in  their  construction,  I  think 
heather  or  straw  the  best.  R&y  is  bad,  as 
it  soon  generates  insects  of  a  kind  *not  to 
be  mentioned  to  ears  polite/  My  own 
experience  is  in  favour  of  shallow  holes  in 
the  floor,  loosely  lined  with  a  little  clean 
straw  ;  and  I  have  almost  invariably 
found  that  the  lai-gest  and  strongest  broods 
are  hatched  on  the  ground." 

The  following  recipe,  if  successful,  may 
prove  useful  to  some  of  our  readers  r— 

"In  order  to  give  Equality'  to  the 
plumage,  particularly  on  special  occasions 
as  a  poultry  exhibition,  boil  half-a-pint  of 
linseed  in  a  quart  of  water  until  it  is 
reduced  to  a  pint.  Pour  the  seed  and 
liquid  over  as  much  meal  as  will  absorb 
it,  and  give  this  every  other  day  for  a  fort- 
night to  your  pen  of  birds,  i.e,,  a  cock  and 
two  hens.*' 

We  strongly  recommend  a  perusal  of 
the  little  book. 

Routledg^s  Illustrated  Book  of  Domestic 

JPou&y.    Edited  by  Martin  Doyle,    G. 

RouTLEDOE  &  Co.,  Faningdon  Street. 

This  is  the  eighth  number  of  a  serial 

work  on  poultry,  conducted  by  the  enters 

Arising  house  of  Messrs.  Boutledge  &-Co. 
*he  preceding  numbers  have  treated  of  the 
Cochin  China  and  Spanish  fowls,  the 
Dorking^,  the  Polish,  and  its  varieties ; 
the  Malay,  Javan,  and  eastern  varieties 

i including  the  Brahma  Pootra)  ;  the  dif- 
erent  kinds  of  game  fowls,  and  the 
Bantams. 

The  present  number  speaks  of  Pea-fowl 
and  Guinea-fowl,  to  the  latter  of  which, 
we  have  been  told,  the  editor  has  devoted 
much  attention.  We  cannot  do  better 
than  cull  a  few  short  extracts  from  his 
account. 

**Even  in  domestication,*'  remarks  the 
author,  "these  birds  observe  the  mono- 
gamous disposition  common  to  fowls  in  a 
state  of  nature.  Though  they  associate 
in  *  packs'  they  are  strictly  paired,  the 
rare  exceptions  to  the  rule  arising  only 


from  very  peculiar  circumstances.  Natu- 
ralists have  not  sufficiently,  if  at  all, 
noticed  this  (though  evidently  an  impor- 
tant point  when  their  eggs  are  to  be 
hatched)  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  some 
supposing  the  male  to  be  as  polygamous  as 
a  Turk  of  high  degree,  have  limited  him 
to  no  fewer  than  ten  wives.  #  #  #  * 
The  eggs  of  the  Guinea-fowl,  which  are 
much  smaller  than  those  of  the  common 
hen,  and  surprisingly  diminutive  in  pro- 
portion to  the  size  of  the  bird,  are  fur^ 
nished  with  a  very  hard  shell  of  reddish 
hue,  which  becomes  paler  soon  after  it  is 
laid.  The  round  spots  with  which  the 
shells  of  the  wild  bird  are  variegated,  dis- 
appear under  the  influence  of  domesti- 
cation. 

"  As  the  Guinea-fowl  rarely  sits  ♦  *  ♦ 
a  deputy  hen  must  be  provided  for  the 
purpose  of  hatching  her  eggs,  and  she 
must  be  engaged  to  sit  steadily  during  an 
entire  month.  At  the  end  of  this  length- 
ened period  the  chicks  appear,  in  a  state 
of  vivacity  and  vigour  much  exceeding 
that  of  other  newly-born  fowls,  and  can 
soon  use  their  tiny  wings,  fluttering  about 
their  foster-mother  at  her  call,  and  ready 
to  accompany  her  through  orchards  and 
shrubberies,  where  they  find  congenial 
sport  in  the  pursuit  of  grubs  and  maggots, 
insects,  and  such  like  game,  on  which  it 
is  their  nature  and  delight  to  prey.  They 
are  beautifully  striped  when  young,  and 
do  not  then  show  any  of  the  speckled 
feathering  which  they  afterwards  display. 
To  the  eye  of  the  observer,  the  sexes  are^ 
as  has  been  partly  intimated,  undistin- 
guishable  until  they  are  at  least  six  months 
old :  then  the  larger  homy  substance  on 
the  head,  rising  mm  it  like  a  peg,  and 
the  larger  jsize  of  the  body  will  enable  one 
to  decide  as  to  the  sex.        #      #      #      » 

"The  best  chance  of  having  a  quiet, 
stay-at-home  pair  of  Guinea-fowls  (which, 
however^  must  have  an  extensive  range) 
is  to  have  them  hatched  on  the  premises, 
from  which  they  will  be  less  disposed  to 
ramble  than  if  they  had  been  brought 
there  when  grown  up." 
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Books  for  the  Couniry,   The  PimUty  Yard; 
inehtding  the  Management  of  the  Cochin 
China  Fowl.     By   IF,  C.  Z.  Martin, 
G.    RouTLEDGS    &    Co.,    Famngdon 
Street. 
Truly  this  is  the  day  for  cheap  books, 
for  here  we  have  an  8vo.  volume  contain- 
ing 144  pages  for  one  shilling.    The  largest 
book  does  not,  however,  aiwavs  contain 
the   most  information,  and   the  present 
work  is  in  parts  somewhat  lengthy,  espe- 
cially in  the  discussion  of  that  frequently- 
mooted  miestion — ^theorigin  of  our  domestic 
fowls.    Not  so,  however,  where  the  author 
treats  of  the  more  praeti(^  part  of  his 
subject.    We  extract  the  account  of  rear- 
ing young  turkeys : — 

^As  in  the  case  of  youn^  fowls,  the 
turkey  chicks  do  not  require  food  for 
several  hours.  It  is  useless  to  cram  them 
as  some  do,  fearing  lest  they  should  starve  ; 
and,  besides,  the  beak  is  as  yet  so  tender 
ti^t  it  runs  a  chance  of  being  injured  by 
the  process.  When  the  chick  feels  an 
inclination  for  food.  Nature  directs  him 
how  to  pick  it  up.  There  is  no  occasion 
for  alarm,  if  for  thirty  hours  they  content 
themselves  with  the  warmth  of  their 
parent,  and  enjoy  her  care.  Yet  some 
food  must  be  provided  for  them,  and  this 
should  be,  of  course,  suited  to  their  nature 
and  appetite.  Here,  too,  let  the  simpli- 
city or  N  ature  be  a  guide.  We  say  this, 
because  some  have  recommended  spices^ 
wine,  and  even  bathing  in  cold  water. 

"  The  first  diet  offered  to  turkey  chicks 
should  consist  of  eggs  boiled  hard  and 
finely  minced,  or  curd  with  bread-crumbs, 
boiled  nettles,  and  tihie  green  part  of  onions, 
parslev,  &c.,  chopped  small  and  mixed  so 
as  to  form  a  loose  crumbly  paste.  Barley 
or  oatmeal  kneaded  with  a  httle  water  and 
mixed  with  the  pulp  of  potatoes  and 
Swedish  turnips,  to  wnich  chopped  beet- 
leaves  are  added,  may  also  be  given.  They 
will  require  water,  but  this  should  be  put 
in  a  very  shallow  vessel,  so  as  to  insure 
against  the  danger  of  the  clucks  becoming 
wetted.  Fresh  milk  is  apt  to  disa^free 
with  the  young  birds,  and  is  not  nee<uuL 


Both  the  turkey-hen  and  her  chicks  should 
be  housed  for  a  few  days.  They  may 
then,  if  the  weather  be  fine,  be  allowed  a 
few  hours'  liberty  during  the  day ;  but, 
should  a  shower  threaten,  they  must 
immediately  be  put  under  shelter.  This 
system  must  be  persevered  in  for  three  or 
four  weeks,  Bv  this  time  they  will  have 
acquired  considerable  strength,  and  will 
know  how  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
On  the  first  drops  of  a  shower,  they  will 
run  for  shelter  tp  their  accustomed  place 
of  refuge,  which  should  be  warm  and 
weather  proof.  As  they  become  older, 
meal  and  grain  may  be  given  more  freely. 
They  now  begin  to  search  for  insects,  and 
to  dust  their  growing  plumi^e  in  the 
sand.  At  the  ^e  of  about  two  months,  or 
perhaps  a  little  more,  the  males  and 
females  begin  to  develop  their  distinctive 
characteristics.  In  the  young  males  the 
carunculated  skin  of  the  neck  and  throat, 
and  the  horn-like  contractile  comb  on  the 
forehead,  assume  a  marked  character. 
This  is  a  critical  period.  The  system 
requires  a  full  supply  of  nutriment,  and 
good  housing  at  night  is  essential.  Some 
recommend  that  a  few  grains  of  Cayenne 
pepper,  or  a  little  bruised  hempseed  be 
mixed  with  their  food.  The  distinctive 
sexual  marks  once  fairly  established,  the 
young  birds  lose  their  name  of  chiche^  and 
are  termed  turkey  poults.^' 

A  kindly  spirit  of.  humanity  gives  its 
tone  to  the  book  throughout.  The  author 
would  have  his  favourites  killed  with  as 
little  pain  as  practicable.  ^'  As  fowls  are 
to  be  killed  for  the  table,  it  may  be  as  well 
to  point  out  a  merciful  way  of  destroying 
them — a  point  on  which  few  concern 
themselves.  Fowls  are  never  bled  to  death 
(like  turkeys  and  geese),  as,  from  the  loss 
of  blood,  the  flesh  becomes  dry  and  insipid. 
Poulterers  and  higglers  eitlier  strain  at 
the  vertebrae  of  the  neck  till  their  disloca- 
tion takes  place,  or  produce  the  same  effect 
by  a  sudden  twist.  The  former  mode  is 
very  cruel ;  the  second  plan  is  more 
merciful,  but  is  not  always  skilfully  ma- 
naged, and  requires  considerable  dexterity. 
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The  best  plan  is  to  take  a  blunt  stick,  such 
as  a  child's  bat  or  a  boy's  wooden  sword, 
and  strike  the  bird  a  smart  blow  at  the 
back  of  the  neck,  about  the  third  joint 
from  the  'head ;  death  follows  in  a  mo- 
ment. 


®jfe  mat's  fttkt-^iK. 


BRAHMA  FOOTRA  FOWLS. 

Sib, — ^Having  perused  the  first  number 
of  your  "  Poultry  Chronicle,"  I  feel  con- 
fident that  the  poultry  world  cannot  too 
highly  appreciate  your  supplying  the  want 
they  so  long  have  felt ;  and  feeling  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  every  one  to  enlighten 
the  iffnorant,  and  caution  the  uninitiated, 
I  will  give  your  readers  the  origin  and 
characteristics  of  the  race  of  poultry  called 
Brahma  Pootras,  which  I  consider  to  be 
especially  needed  at  this  present  moment. 
They  are  natives  of  India,  and  take  their 
name  from  a  river  in  that  country  ;  they 
may  be  distinguished  by  their  ^legantly- 
pencilled  neck-hackle,  erect  single  regu- 
larly-toothed comb  (tlie  person  who  says 
that  he  prefers  the  pea-comb  in  these  fowls 
is  mistaken  in  this  particular),  white  body, 
black  tail  and  wing  feathers,  yellow  legs, 
feathered  (not  often  very  heavily),  length 
of  body,  rotundity  of  breast.  Their  gene- 
ral appearance  is  most  pleasing  and  grace- 
ful ;  they  are  much  more  active  than  the 
Shanghae,  and  I  am  satisfied  can  be  kept 
at  half  the  expense,  as  they  prefer  wander- 
ing in  quest  of  food  at  a  great  distance 
from  home  to  being  fed  in  a  confined  yard. 
As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  which  is  now 
about  two  years  and  a  half  since  my  birds 
first  arrived,  their  laying  properties  are 
second  to  no  breed  of  poultry,  their  eggs 
being  as  large  as  the  Dorking  or  Spanish  ; 
they  will,  as  they  become  more  generally 
known,  gain  preference  to  any  species  of 
poultry  yet  known  to  us.  I  regard  those 
specimens  lately  sent  us  from  America  to 


be  altogether  spurious,  which  says  little  for 
the  experience  of  thoss  entrusted  with  the 
important  post  of  adjudicating  upon  the 
merits  of  poultry,  who  have  awarded  the 
laurels  to  a  decidedly  cross-bred  fowl,  being 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  Brahma 
crossed  with  the  Malay  in  America^  whence 
their  dark,  unsightly  plumage,  and  various- 
coloured  legs,  some  of  them  being  white, 
others  green,  some  again  are  mud-coloured ; 
yet  these  particular  points  were  winked  at^ 
inasmuch  as  the  decision  of  the  judges  must 
not  be  called  in  question. 

No  one,  for  a  moment,  can  suppose  that 
the  Brahma  is  a  native  of  the  United  States, 
consequently  must  have  been  borrowed ; 
and  tnese  magnificent  birds  have  been 
abused  with  the  Malay  in  America,  just  as 
the  Shanj^hae  have  been  in  England  with 
the  Dorking,  so  that  even  now  a  genuine 
Shanghae  is  a  rcura  avis.  As  I  bave  no 
doubt  many  others  may  wish  a  comer  in 
your  "  Chronicle,"  I  wUl  not,  for  the  pre- 
sent, trespass  further  on  your  valuable 
space,  and  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

A  NON-EXHIBITOIU 


EXTRACTS    FROM   THE    LETTER  OP  A  CODNTRY 
CORRESPONDENT. 

I  DULY  received  the  "Poultry  Chro- 
nicle ;"  I  observed  two  stamps  on  it,  there- 
fore please  infonn  me  the  subscription  by 
post,  and  *  *  *  I  hope  it  will  succeed.  I 
was  much  pleased  with  the  article  signed 
E.  W.  All  the  Cochin  China  fowls  want 
is  more  meat  upon  the  breast ;  this  I  am 
certain  is  to  be  obtained  in  a  short  time 
without  the  sacrifice  of  any  good  quality, 
and  in  this  point  I  think  tne  pure-bred 
Brahma  Pootras  excel  them. 

It  would  I  know  with  country  ama- 
teurs greatly  increase  the  interest  of  tiie 
"Chronicle,"  if  there  were  an  account  given 
of  the  sales  of  poultry  that  take  place  in 
London,  and  sometimes  in  the  country, 
as  then  persons  at  a  distance  would  be 
enabled  to  form  some  idea  as  to  who  has 
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the  best  birds,  there  being  no  better  test  of 
quality  than  a  public  auction. 

A  Country  Correspondent. 
[We  beg  to  mention  in  reply,  that  the 
second  postage-stamp,  which  was  made  use 

'  of /or  the  first  number  of  the  "  PouUry  Chro- 
nicle*^ onh/y  will  in  no  case  be  chfurged  to 
subscribers;    it    was    rendered   necessary 

I  from  a  miscalculation  of  the  time  that  it 
would  take  to  obtain  the  stamp  for  the 

'  stamped  edition. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  give  insertion  to 
concise  accounts  of  poultry  sales  which 

;  may  take  place  in  the  country  with  which 
our  correspondents  may  favour  us ;  but 
we  shall  feel  obliged  to  them  to  ascertain 
that  they  are  bond-fide  sales. — En.] 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  "POULTRY 
CHRONICLE." 

Sir, — ^I  was  very  glad  when  I  saw  your 
work  advertised,  and  I  can  bear  witness  to 
the  truth  of  J.  B.'s  statement  as  to  the 
wandering  propensities  of  the  Brahma 
Pootra  fowls.  I  have  for  the  last  three 
years,  at  leasts  kept  the  Cochin  China 
fowls,  and  I  have  always  found  a  fence  of 
three  feet  in  height  keep  them  in  their  pro< 
per  place  ;  and,  confidmg  in  the  truthful- 
ness of  those  who  told  us  Brahma  Pootra 
was  only  another  name  for  grey  Shanghae, 
I  hoped  that  they  would  be  equally  well- 
behaved.  Alas !  I  soon  found  now  foolish 
I  had  been  in  thus  believing ;  my  fence 
was  jumped  over,  and  my  garden  invaded. 
I  had  hoped  for  an  early  crop  of  radishes, 
I  must  now  look  for  them  in  the  crops  of 
my  Brahma  Pootras.  My  asparagus  oeds 
have  been  well  scratched  over  for  insects, 
until  I  almost  fear  to  hope  for  asparagus  ; 
and  as  for  greens,  my  family  and  I  must 
wait  till  the  spring  comes,  n>r,  except  in 
being  so  green  as  to  believe  that  Brahma 
Pootras  were  Cochin  Chinas,  we  shall  have 
no  greens  for  a  long  time.  I  must  say, 
en  revanche^  that  they  are  magnificent 
fowls,  and  that  their  eggs  a^  much  larger 
than  Cochin  China»  and,  to  my  thinking, 


much  more  delicate.  Pray  have  any  of 
your  readers  noticed  how  much  larger  and 
longer  the  wing  feathers  of  the  young 
chickens  are  than  those  of  the  Cochin  China 
fowls  ?  With  many  apologies  for  intruding 
on  your  valuable  space,  believe  me,  most 
respectfully  yours, 

Polly  Parkins. 


DOUBLE-YOLKED  EGOS. 


Sir, — As  it  may  ofttimes  have  been  a 
disputed  fact,  whether  double-yolked  eggs 
can,  by  possibility,  produce  tvH>  perfect 
birds,  I  forward  you  the  following : — In 
the  year  1836, 1  purchased  from  a  farmer 
in  this  neighbournood,  a  set  of  nine  ducks' 
eggs :  these  I  placed  under  a  small  hen  for 
incubation ;  one  egg  proved  unprolific, 
but,  from  another  egg,  which  I  had  pur- 
posely selected  (on  account  of  its  great 
size),  two  quite  perfect  ducklings  were 
the  issue.  Though  at  first  much  smaller 
than  the  others  of  the  same  brood,  a  very 
few  weeks  only  passed  by  before  they 
equalled  their  fellows  in  size,  and  when 
reared,  the  two  drakes  (for  they  happened 
to  be  both  male  birds)  proved  so  exactly 
alike,  they  were  difficult  to  distinguish. 
They  were  of  the  Rouen  breed. 

Last  season,  a  friend  of  mine,  whose 
Cochin  China  fowls  have  frequently 
figured  as  A  1  at  the  different  poultry 
shows,  also  procured  two  distinct  and 
perfectly  formed  chickens  from  a  sino^le 
egg ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  hen  trampled 
upon  and  destroyed  botli.  In  this,  as  in 
the  former  instance,  the  similitude  of  '^  the 
twins  "  was  most  striking. 

In  all  other  attempts  to  obtain  the  same 
result  I  have  been  unsuccessful,  the  pro- 
duce of  such  eggs  being  constantly  some 
repulsive,  abhorrent-looking  deformity, 
with,  perchance,  two  heads,  or  an  addi- 
tional number  of  wings  or  legs ;  or  even 
more  frequently,  two  tolerably  perfect 
chicks,  but  connected  by  a  membrane, 
the  severance  of  which  produced  instant 
death.    In  the  two  first-named  instances, 
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most  probably,  the  yolks  were  perfect  and 
entire  prior  to  incubation ;  in  the  latter, 
it  is  equally  certain  the  yolks  were  united 
by  a  membrane,  that  the  warmth  of  the 
sitting  hen  only  tended  to  strengthen  and 
increase.  As  such  eggs  are  useless  for 
reproduction,  and  equally  valuable  for 
the  use  of  the  table  with  any  others,  it 
will  be  well  for  unpractised  amateurs  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  independent  of  greater 
size,  they  invariably  are  much  longer  than 
usual,  and  therefore  easily  distinguished  ; 
wldlst  it  may  prevent  the  annoyance  of 
finding  themselves  deceived  by  the  suppo- 
sition, '^  that  a  large  egg  must  produce  the 
largest  chicken," — Yours,  truly, 

Edward. 


SB^LINO  POULTRY  TO  STRANOBRS. 

I      Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  through  the 
;  medium  of  your  paper,   to  advise    my 
brother  amateurs  to  use  caution  in  selling 
fancy  poultry  to  perfect  strangers  ? 

I  have  lately  had  the  pleasure  of  send- 
ing four  valuable    birds   to  a  party  of 
swindlers,    who,  I    have   since  learned, 
,  make  a  practice  of  such  things. 
i      They  answer   your   advertisement,  or 
write  to  you  after  some  exhibition,  pro- 
I  fessing  to  buy  your  birds.    The  birds  are 
;  sent,  and  it  is  needless  to  add,  you  hear 
no  more  of  them  or  their  money.     As, 
according  to   the  present  custom,  there 
is  every  facility  for  such  a  trade  prosper- 
ing, I  think  it  well  to  tell  you  my  ex- 
I  perience  and  put  you  on  your  guard. — 
I  Yours,  truly,  A  Victim. 


I  POULTRY  EXHIBITIONS  AND  RAILWAYS. 

I      Sir, — I  am  led  to  trouble  your  readers 

I  with  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject  from 

I  what  was  said  in  your  last  number  about 

I  birds  being  detained  at  the  stations  after 

the  exhibitions,  and  from  having  been  a 

sufferer  myself  from  this  cause ;  but  first 

I  would  have  an  active  person  appointed 

by   the  committee,  to  visit  tlie    station 


constantly  on  the  days  that  birds  are 
expected  to  arrive  before  the  show.  I 
have  often  seen  hampers  waiting  at  the 
station  when  the  birds  ou^ht  to  have  been 
in  their  pens,  and  in  making  observations 
have  been  told  somebody  ought  to  send  for 
them.  Many  a  bird  arrives  "  too  late  for 
competition,"  from  not  being  forwarded 
directly  from  the  station  to  tne  place  of 
exhibition. 

As  to  returning  birds  after  the  show  is 
over,  I  do  not  think  the  railways  can  be 
blamed  for  not  sending  off  an  unlimited 
number  of  hampers,  unless  notice  has 
been  given  them  beforehand  of  what  they 
may  expect.  I  think  railways  might  be 
more  accommodating ;  but  let  us  remember 
if  there  were  no  rauways,  we  could  have 
no  great  exhibitions  of  poultry. 

After  a  horse  or  cattle  fair,  I  believe  it 
is  usual  for  persons  to  order  a  certain 
number  of  boxes  or  trucks  to  be  ready  at 
the  station.  Why  should  not  the  same 
plan  be  adopted  by  the  managers  of 
poultry  shows?  Let  them  order  the  re- 
quisite number  of  vans  to  be  ready  at  a 
certain  time  and  day,  and  then  let  them 
take  care  to  have  the  birds  all  packed  and 
ready  to  go  off  at  the  appointed  time. — 
Yours,  &C.,  H.  G. 


COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS. 

Your  correspondent  E.  W.  asks,  "Are 
Cochin  China  fowls  always  to  remain  fancy 
stock?"  He  then,  very  properly,  can- 
vasses their  ^^  points,"  and  takes  exception 
to  the  want  ot  flesh  on  the  breast ;  for  we 
may  all  well  exclaim,  with  Marc  Antony, 
"Oh,  what  a  falling  off  was  there!'*  'l 
would  state,  with  all  confidence,  that,  in 
this  utilitarian  age,  utility  must,  and  wiU 
eventuaUy,  decide  the  point  of  shape  for 
us,  and  give  to  the  Cochin  China  a  plump 
breast. 

Judges  and  amateurs  may  stickle  for 
"  the  true  Cochin  shape  "  awhile  longer  ; 
but,  be  assured,  that  they  must  either  give 
way,  or  the  .body  public  will  turn  away 
from  them.    What  further  object,  I  would 
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ask  even  now,  have  the  fancy  in  hreeding 
Cochins  ?  All  the  points  of  the  true  Cochin 
shape  we  have  already, — and  as  to  colour, 
that,  too,  is  now  obtained  '^  to  a  feather." 
The  real  aim  now  should  be,  to  improve 
the  points  of  utility  ;  and  there  can  be  no 
question,  but  that  the  plump,  fleshy  breast 
could  be  obtained  in  a  few  seasons. 

E.  W.  is  correct  when  he  says,  that  they 
are  less  in  the  breast  now  than  they  were 
a  few  years  ago  ;  inasmuch  as  many  strains 
at  that  time  contained  Dorking  blood.  All 
such  birds  are  now  eschewed,  and  nothing 
bat  the  pure  Cochin  shape  satisfies  us.  But 
how  is  this  to  be  remedied  ?  I  believe  it 
can  only  be  done  by  committees  of  shows, 
—  by  the  Birmingham  committee  espe- 
cially. I  can  assure  you,  that  judges  will 
not,  or  dare  not,  take  the  initiative ;  as 
the  following  incident  will  show.  I  was 
last  year  judging  with  two  of  our  most 
popular  judges.  Mr.  A.  (and  the  letters 
are  suggestive)  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  B. 
as  to  the  excellence  of  two  cockerels.  I 
was  of  Mr.  A.'s  opinion,  and  observed,  in 
telling  over  the  excellencies  of  my  favour- 
ite, **  See,  how  well-breasted  the  bird  is." 
**  The  very  thing  I  object  to,"  said  Mr.  B. ; 
"that's  not  Cochin  shape;" — ^the  bird  was 
cast  because  he  had  too  much  flesh  on  the 
breast! 

As  the  Cochin  China  fowl  has  risen  so 
highly  and  so  rapidly  into  favour  because 
of  its  usefulness — because  of  the  number 
of  its  eggs — and  the  early  maturity  of  its 
chickens,  it  does  seem  to  me  to  be  incon- 
sistent to  put  a  bar  upon  this  usefulness 
by  declaring  that,  though  we  value  it  for 
its  early  chickens,  yet  these  very  chickens 
shall  have  little  flesh  on  their  breasts  ! 
Tristram  Shandy. 

HuU,  March  10th,  1854. 

Chit-Chat 
The  Poultry  sales  in  London  last  week 
did  not  create  great  interest ;  they  were 
but  badly  attended,  and  the  prices  were 
generally  low.  A  rather  high  reserve 
saved  some  good  birds. 


The  exceedingly  moderate  prices  at 
which  Cochin  China  and  other  exceUent 
descriptions  of  fowls  are  now  selling,  will 
doubtless,  in  due  time,  effect  great  im- 
provements with  r^ard  to  the  general 
supply  of  eggs  in  the  country. 


Poultry  Market,  LeadenhalL 

The  supply  this  week  has  been  moderate,  and 
the  tnde  scarcely  an  average.  As  usual  at  this 
time  of  year,  no  lots  of  Fowls  are  good  enough  to 
command  the  best  price  throughout;  many  of 
them  show  the  time  of  year  by  their  maturity, 
and  consequent  hardness. 


Fowls    ..     .. 

..   4s.  6d.  to  5s.  6d.  each 

Chickens 

.«  38.  6d.  to  48.  Od.    „ 

Goslings 

..  68.  6d.  to  78.  6d.    „ 

Ducklings    . . 

..   58.  Od.  to  58.  6d.    „ 

Pigeons. .     . . 

..   Os.  9d.  to  l8.  Od.    „ 

Guinea  Fowls 

..  38.  Od.  to  3s.  6d.    „ 

Rabbits,  tame 

..       -           Is.  6d.    „ 

Do.      wild 

..  Os.  8d.  to  Os.  9d.    „ 

There  are  large  quantities  of  inferior  poultry, 
which,  from  the  change  in  the  weather,  are  dim- 
cult  of  sale  at  low  prices. 


/.  C.  B.  would  be  much  obliged  to  any  contri- 
butor or  correspondent  of  the  "  Poultry  Chro- 
nicle "  who  could  give  him  a  good  description  of 
some  fowls  shown  on  the  last  day  of  the  Birming- 
ham exhibition,  and  again  in  London,  called 
Ghou-Rooks.  He  wishes  to  know  about  tiieir 
appearance,  disposition,  and  qualities  as  layers. 

A  Correspondent  living  in  Kent  wishes  for 
information  "how  to  get  up  a  Poultry  Show, 
and  to  make  it  self-supporting."  We  hope  the 
papers  of  E.  H.  and  W.  W.  will  have  given  him 
some  useful  hints.  The  subject  will  be  followed 
up,  we  have  reason  to  hope,  by  both  these  able 
contributors. 

To  if.  B,  H.—ln  answer  to  this  correspond- 
ent's request,  I  beg  to  state,  baring  the  original 
imported  birds,  that  they  are  of  the  purest  dead 
white,  deeply  Tulture-hocked,  very  handsome 
top-knots,  cupped  combs,  heavily-feathered  legs 
and  feet,  and  very  short  on  the  legs,  not  like 
some  miserable  pictures  which  I  have  seen  of 
them,  reminding  one  of  a  tall  thin  girl  of  fifteen 
years  of  are,  with  short  petticoats  and  long 
trousers.— H.B. 
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H.  J,,  Esq.— We  cordially  hope  our  corre- 
spondoDt  will  oblige  us  with  an  aooount  of  his 
successful  method  of  rearing  chickens.^  May  be 
not  partly  thank  his  wise  moderation  with  regard 
to  number  for  his  success.  We  are  much  grati- 
tified  by  the  flattering  manner  in  which  he  speaks 
of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle." 

Rev,  8.  D. — Watch  the  hen  when  she  goes  to 
nest,  and  remove  the  egg  immediately;  if  this  is 
done  for  a  day  or  two,  she  will  discontinue  the 
practice.  Let  there  be  some  bricklayer's  rubbish 
thrown  down  in  their  haunts, — old  ceilings,  mor- 
tar, &c.  Generally  speaking,  a  hen  first  eats  the 
egg  for  the  sake  of  the  shell.  An  old  remedy 
was  to  blow  an  egg,  and  fill  it  with  mustard, 
pepper,  ginger,  or  anything  distasteful  to  the 
bird,  and  to  put  it  in  her  way. 

G.  H.—We  have  received  G.  H.'s  contribu- 
tions with  pleasure,  and  shall  be  much  pleated  to 
have  the  communications, which  he  kmdly  pro- 
mises. . 


PRIZE  COCHINS  FOR  SALE:— 
1.  Buff  Cock,  H.  C.  at  Doncaster,  and  let 
Prize  at  Leeds  (Chicken  of  1853). 

2.  Yellow  Cock,  H.  C.  at  Doncaster,  and  3rd 
Prize  at  Leeds  (Chicken  of  1853). 

3.  Black-breasted  Grouse  Cockerel. 

For  particulars  apply  to  Rev.  G.  Hustler, 
Appleton,  Tadcaster. 

COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS  and  EGGS  for 
SALE.— A  First-rate  Buff  Andrawt'  Cock, 
▼ery  short-legged  and  well-feathered,  a  son  of 
Mr.  Andrews^s  *' Nankin."  A  Clear-necked 
Buff  Cock,  well-feathered,  son  of  a  first-prize 
Andrews's  Cock.  Two  or  three  Lemon  Hens, 
dear-necked  and  well-featbered« 

Eggs  from  above  ISs.  per  dozen.  Eggs  from 
Wincnester  and  Yarmouth  Prize  White  Cochins, 
2l8.  per  dozen.  Aylesbury  Ducks'  Eggs,  7s.  6d. 
per  dozen.    A  few  sets  only. 

Apply  to  R.  Gbioos,  Marchwood,  near  South- 
ampton.   Letters  to  inclose  a  stamp. 


E 


UFF  COCHIN  EGGS.— A  few  may  be  bad 

'  during  the  season,  from  birds  selected  with 
great  care  from  the  strains  of  Sturgeon  and  An- 
drews's prize  birds,  Capt  W.  W.  Hornby,  and 
Miss  Watts.  The  latter  birds  were  commended 
at  the  Metropolitan  show  in  1852.  Price  2l8.  per 
dozen,  package  included. 

These  birds  are  of  fine  plumage,  heavy,  short 
in  the  leg,  and  no  other  variety  Kept. 

Applv  to  Mr.  Howard  Jambs, 


USEFUL  AND  ORNAMENTAL 
POULTRY. 


WILLIAM  JOHN  CHURCHILL,  West- 
gate- street,  Gloucester,  will  feel  a  pleasure 
in  supplying  parties  with  any  description  of  use- 
ful and  ornamental  Poultry;  also  Eggs,  from 
pure  breed : —  Per  doz. 

BuffCochins  ..      JCO  12    0 

Black   do.  14    0 

White  do.  ..         14    0 

Cuckoo  do.  ..         ..         1  10    0 

Spanish  White-face  0  12    0 

Dorking 0  12    0 

Prices  of  other  Eggs  and  Fowls  on  application. 
A   splendid    Cuckoo  Cochin  Cock  and  Two 
Pulleto  for  Sale. 

BLACK  SHANGHAE  COCK. —Wanted,  a 
Pure-bred,  Jet-black  Cock,  of  two  years 
old  or  more,  with  no  white  or  red  feathers  on 
him,'— either  for  purchase,  or  hire  for  two 
months. — Apply,  by  letter,  to  the  Editor  of  the 
Poultry  Chronicle,  Monk  Barns,  Hamp- 
stead. 

PARTRIDGE'S  COLOUR  CHINA  FOWLS. 
—The  best  Stud  of  Hens  in  England  or 
this  choice  variety  for  Sale.  —  Address  to 
T.  A.,  Esq.,  care  of  the  Publisher  of  the  Poultry 
Chronicle,  1,  York-street,  Covent-gaiden^ 
London. 


GENUINE  PRIZE  STOCK.— POULTRY 
EGGS.  Per  doz. 

White  Cochin  China JBl    4     O 

Black  Cochin  China 1    4     O 

Lemon  Cochin  China 0  12     O 

Partridge  Cochin  China  ..         ..     0  12     O 

Silver  Pencilled  Hamburgs    . .        . .     0    8     O 

White-faced  Spanish 1    4     (> 

White  Muffled  Poland  ..        ..     110     O 

Ptarmigan         2    2     (> 

Pure  White  Turkey 2    0     (> 

Also,  a  White  Cochin  China  Cockerell  and 
Two  Pullets  for  Sale,  price  £8. 

Also,  a  fine  Ptarmigan  Cockerell  and  Pallet^ 
now  laying,  for  Sale,  price  ^512. 

Apply  to  William  Hammond,  Stubington, 
near  Fareham,  Hants. 

COLOURED  DORKINGS.— ForSale,a  Cock 
and  Hen,  aged  10|  months.  They  took  the 
First  Prise  at  the  South-east  Hants,  and  Second 
at  Dorchester  and  Surrey  Zoological  Guldens 
Winter  Shows. — Apply  to  F.  Bernal,  Bsq., 
Fareham,  Hants. 
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PROFITABLE  AND  ORNAMENTAL 
POULTRY. 

P  JONES,  High-street,  Fulham,  will  supply 
•    Eggs  from  the  following  Varieties  :— 
I      Bramah  Pootra,  from  Ist  and  2nd  Prize  birds 

at  Winchester  and  Norwich,  £4.  48.  per  dozen. 
I      SiWer  Poland,  from  birds  which  have  taken 
1  five  prizes,    and  highly  commended  whereyer 
,  exhibited,  £1.  Is.  per  dozen. 
I      Buff  and  Silver  Cinnamon  Cochins,  12s.  and 
i  £1.  Is.  per  dozen. 
I      The  birds  can  be  seen  at  the  above  address. 

FANCY  POULTRY.— The  PTARMIGAN. 
— ^These    beautiful  and  scarce  birds  have 
obtained  PRIZES  at  the  following  Shows  during 
the  last  few  months : — ^The  Surrey  Zoological 
1  Gardens,  Baker-street  Bazaar,  Norwich,  South- 
ampton, South-east  Hants,  Salisbury,  Plymouth, 
&e.    They  are  a  pure  white,  with  topknots,  vul- 
'  tnre  hocked,    cupped   combs,  and  remarkably 
!  well-feathered  legs  and  feet.    Eggs  can  be  pur- 
chased  at  £2.  2s.  per  dozen,  from  Dr.  Bumey's 
Original  Birds,  which  may  be  seen  at  Brock- 
hurst  Lodge,  near  Gosport. 


EGGS  FOR  SALE,  from  Prize  birds,  from 
the  Yard  of  Christopher  Rawson,  Esq., 
The  Hurst,  Walton <on-Thames 

Buff  Cochins;  Spanish;  Coloured  and  White 
Dorkings;  Gold  and  Silver,  Spangled,  and  Pen- 
dlled  Hamburgs;  Gold  and  Silver  Bantams; 
and  Aylesbury  Ducks,  128.  per  dozen. 

White  and  Black  Cochins ;  Gold,  Silver,  and 
Black  Polands;  21s.  per  dozen. 

Brahma  PootraEggs,  from  imported  birds  of 
the  best  strains,  £2.  2s.  per  dozen. 

Post-office  orders  (including  Is.  for  packing) 
to  be  sent  with  the  order.  The  Eggs  will  be  sent 
out  in  rotation  according  to  the  date  of  order. 


EGGS  frt)m  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
snd  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3s.  4d. 

Baily's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d.;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
138.  6d.     Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Baily,  28.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113^  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square. 


PRIZE  BUFF  COCHINS.-EG6S  for  Sit- 
ting  from  Fowls  which  took  First  Prizes 
at  Chdlenham,  Plymontfa,  Southampton,  Surrey 
Gardens,  Hooiton*  and  Torquay.  COLOURED 
DORKINGS  from  the  same  stock  which  took 
Plrst  and  several  other  Prizes  at  the  late  Metro- 
politan Show.  Cochins,  21s.,  Doridngs,  10s.  6d. 
per  dozen,  package  included. 

A  few  Dorkings,  and  a  pair  of  first-rate  Ptar- 
migans just  imported  for  sale. — AddivM  H.  B. 
HiOGS,  llill  Lodge,  Southampton. 


E 


A 


GGS  of  BUFF  COCHIN  Well-feathered, 
and  WHITE -FACED  BLACK  SPA- 
NISH, at  10s.  per  dozen ;  and  a  few  of  PURE 
INDIAN  GAME  at  6s.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  E.  S.  H.,  Aldervasley,  Belper. 

LADY  WHO  HAS  TAKEN  A  PRIZE 
for  WHITE  CHINA  SILK  FOWLS, 
will  be  glad  to  exchange  one  young  Cock  of  that 
breed  for  a  good  young  Spangled  HAMBURG 
COCK ;  or  she  would  seU  the  Silk  Cock  for  £1, 
as  she  bas  more  cocks  than  pullets. 
Direct  to  F.  H.,  Aldorwasley-Hall,  near  Belper. 

BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS  for  SALE, 
from  birds  that  have  taken  prizes  at  the 
Derby,  "EBOt  Ken^  Bristol,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
Poulta7  Shows,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen.  Also 
Partridge  Cochin  China  Eggs  from  birds  that 
have  taken  prizes  at  London  Summer  Meeting, 
Surrey  Gardens'  Show  in  August,  MalTcm, 
Yeovil,  Honiton,  and  Torquay  Poultry  Shows« 
atdSl.  Is.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  John  R.  Rodbard,  Aldwick-Court, 
Wrington,  near  Bristol. 

GOLDEN  SPANGLED  HAMBURG 
EGGS,  from  birds  that  took  First  Prizes  at 
Dorchester,  Southampton,  and  Surrey  Gardens 
in  1853;  Salisbury  and  Great  Metropolitan 
Shows  in  1854 ; — ^the  only  places  they  were  exhi- 
bited. Thirteen  for  One  Guinea,  box  included, 
and  carefully  packed. — ^Apply  to  Mrs.  Hbnrt 
FooKES,  Whitechurch,  Blandford.  Sent  in  rota- 
tion of  orders  by  remittance  or  post-office  order, 
Blandford. 

t>RAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS.— A  few  sit- 
Jj  tings  of  EGGS  of  this  breed  to  be  disposed 
of  (according  to  prioritv  of  application)  from 
the  prize  and  selected  oirds  of  a  gentleman, 
Bnhmas  of  whose  breeding  have,  during  the 
past  year,  taken  prizes,  at  the  following  large 
Poultry  Shows,— The  Royal  Agricultural,  Great 
Metropolitan,  Birmingham,  Great  Yarmouth, 
Doncaster,  Winchester,  Norwich,  and  Manches- 
ter.— Apply  to  W.  C.  G.,  Post-office,  Sandbacb, 
Cheshire. 
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"DLACK  POLANDS  with  WHITE  CRESTS. 
a    —EGGS  for  Sale  at  128.  per  dozen,  fresh 
laid,  from  birds  which  obtained  two  prizes  at  ex- 
hibitions last  year.— Apply  C.  W.,    Hemsby, 
Yarmouth. 

QPANISH  (pure  White-faced),  DORKING, 
10  and  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS.-A 
Gentleman  who  gained  the  Second  Prize  in 
D<Mr]dn|  Chickens  at  Birmingham,  and  the  First 
prizes  m  Spanish  and  Cochin  Chickens  at 
Shrewsbury,  will  sell  EGGS  from  First  Class 
and  Prize  Birds  r—Spanish  and  Dorking  Eggs, 
£2.  28.  per  dozen.  Cochins  (buff  or  white), 
£1,  lis.  6d.  per  dozen.  The  Spanish  from 
Capt.  Hornby's  breed. 

Alto,  Two  good  white-Auxd  Spanish  Cocks  to 
be  sold. 

Apply  to  Mr.  John  Chidlaw,  Oswestry. 

T7BRY  CHOICE   COCHIN    COCKERELS 
V      (Sturgeon  &  Andrews),  from  the  Yard  of 
James  Nightingale,  Esq.,  of  Hersham.     Also, 
some  first-rate   PULLETS,    and   some   Prize 
Birds    bred    by  Captain  SneU,  to  be  sold  by 
Mr.  Stevbns,  on  2l8tMarch,at38,  King-street, 
Covent-garden. 

TIGGS.  —  BRAHMA  POOTRA,  SPANISH 
£1    FOWLS,   and   AYLESBURY   DUCKS* 
EGGS,  from  birds  of  the  most  superior  descrip- 
tion,   the  property  of  a  well-known  amateur 
(owner  of  the  three  magnificent  Brahmas  with 
which  he  challenged  the  world). 

Brahma  Eggs,  "from  birds  of  pure   Perdoz. 
blood" £2    2    0 

Spanish  ditto,* 'from birds  perfectly 
white-faced"         0  12    0 

Aylesbury    Ducks'  ditto,     "from 
Edwards  &Ridgway's  prize  buds"  0    6    0 

Address  D.   C,    Mr.  Hinton's,  8,  Winsley- 
street,  Oxford-street.  —  The   most   satisfactory 
references  can  be  given  as  to  quality  of  all  the 
birds  ;  they  are  a  few  miles  from  London,  and 
could  be  seen  by  an  appointment  being  made. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  CATTLE  SHOWS. 

Postponement  of  the  proposed  Show  of  Store 
Stock  and  Agricultural  Implements. 

ATA  MEETING  of  the  GENERAL  PUR- 
A    POSES  COMMITTEE  of  the  COUNCIL, 
held  on  Thursday,  the  23rd  of  February  in- 
stant,  the  subjoined  Resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  :— 

"That,   as  from  unavoidable  circumstances, 
the  plans  for  holding  the  Show  of  Store  Stock    1 
and  Agricultural  Implements  in  June  next  can- 
not be  sufficiently  matured,  it  is  resoked  that 
the  Show  be  postponed  until  1855,  and  that  pro- 
per notice  be  given  to  the  public  without  delay." 
By  order,  John  Morgan,  Jun.,  Sec. 

Offices,  38,  Bennetf  s-hill,  Birmingham, 
February  25,  1854. 

FANCY  POULTRY. 

-riDWARD  H.  STRANGE,  AmpthiU,  Beds., 
Jj     has  for  sale  a  few  pairs  of  the  following 
birds :— Black  Spanish,  from  Captain  Hornby's 
strain  (these  Birds  obtained  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd 
prizes  at  the  Bedford  Exhibition,  1853) ;  Golden 
Pencilled  Hamburg  and  White-bearded  Polands 
(first  prizes  were  awarded  to  each  of  these  va- 
rieties at  the  Hitchin  and  Home  Counties  Ex- 
hibition, 1853) ;   White  and  Buff  Shanghaese, 
fine  heavy  birds;    Silver  Spangled  Hamburg, 
(these  birds  gained  a  prize  at  the  Bedford  Exhi- 
bition). 

E.  H.  S.  will  have  a  few  sittings  of  Eggs  from 
each  of  the  above  fowls  to  sell,  and  from  the 
Staffordshire  pile  Game,  from  birds  that  took  a 
prize  both  at  Hitchin  and  Bedford.-— Price  and 
other  particulars  sent  on  receipt  of  a  directed 
envelope. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  CATTLE  AND 
POULTRY  SHOW,  1854. 

mHE  Sixth  Great  Annual  Exhibition  of  STOCK 
1     and  DOMESTIC  POULTRY  will  be  held 
in  Bingley  Hall,  on  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  of  December  next.    The  Prize  Lists,  and    i 
any  further  information,  may  be  obtained  from  ^ 
John  Morgan,  Jun.,  Sec. 
Offices,  38,  Bennett's-hill,  Birmingham. 

FANCY  POULTRY.-PERIODICAL  SALE. 

TliTR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  will  sell  by  auction  at 
lu.    his  Great  Room,  38,  King-street,  Covent- 
garden,  on  Tuesday,  21  st  March,  at  12  o'clock 
precisely,  a   very   Choice    Selection,  including 
Brahma  Pootras,  Cochins,  &c.,  from  the  yards 
of  J.  Fletcher,   Esq.,  Rev.  J.  Hutchinson,  J. 
Nightingale,  Esq.,  and  others,  many  being  first- 
class  birds  ;  also  a  few  pure  Ptarmigans,  bred  by 
Dr.  Bumey,  and  other  Fancy  Stock. — Catalogues 
by  enclosing  a  stamped  directed  envelope  to  Mr. 
J.  C.  Stevens,  38,  King-street,  Covent-garden. 

TlirR.  EDWARD  HEWITT,  of  Eden  Cottage, 
1t1    Sparkbrook,  near  Birmingham,  will  imme- 
diately dispose  of  ALL  his  PURELY  BUFF 
COCHINS,  selected  from  the  best  strains  in 
the  kingdom.                        , 
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SPANISH  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  Priws  Biids 
at  Southampton  and  Salisbury,  and  from 
first-rate  and  imported  Stock,  purchased  regard- 
I  less  of   expense,    whose   progeny   took  prizes 
•  wherever  exhibited  last  year,   are  now  selling 
I  at  2s.  6d.  each.    As  the  appUcations  are  nume- 
rous, they  will  be  executed  in  the  order  they 
arrive.  —  Address,  inclosing   post-office  order, 
payable  at  Hartford-bridge,  to  Mr.  John  Clarke, 
Shmb-cottage,  Hartley-row. 

FANCY  POULTRY. 

PERIODICAL  SALES  BY  AUCTION. 

Arrangements  for  the  Month  of  March. 

MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  begs  to  announce 
that  the  SALES  by  AUCTION  at  his 
Great  Room,  38,  King-street,  Cotent-garden, 
will  take  place  as  under,  viz. — 

On  TUESDAY,  2l8t— Periodical  Sale.  Choice 
Cochins  from  the  Rev.  C.  Hotham,  Rev.  J.  Hut- 
chinson, Rev.  J.  Nightingale,  and  some  Ptarmi- 
gans from  Dr.  Bumey's  famed  birds. 

On  TUESDAY,  28th— Extra  Sale.  Cochins, 
Brahmas,  Dorkings,  Spanish,  &c.,  from  several 
first-class  breeders. 

These  Sales  commence  at  12  o'clock  precisely, 
and  will  be  continued  throughout  the  season  on 
the  first  and  third  Tusday  in  every  month,  with 
extra  sales  on  the  intervening  Tuesdays  as  cir- 
cumstances require  them.  Catalogues  may  be 
had  by  enclosing  a  stamped  directed  envelope  to 
Mb.  J.  C.  Stevens, 
38,  King-street,  Covent- garden,  London. 

BRAHMA  POOTRA  &  COCHIN  CHINA 

FOWLS, 

From  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  Kensington. 

MR.  STEVENS  will  SELL  by  AUCTION, 
at  his  Great  Room,  38,  King-street,  Covent- 
Garden,  on  TUESDAY,  March  21st,  at  12 
o'dock  precisely,  several  Brahma  Pootra  Fowls, 
selected  from  Mr.  F.'s  most  choice  and  interest- 
ing collection  ;  also  the  Cochin  China  Cock 
"The  Pilot,''  believed  to  be  the  best  specimen 
in  England  ;  a  Hen,  "  The  Empress,"  20  months 
old,  weighing  Hi  lbs. ;  an  imported  Hen, '  'Nelly  " 
(purchased  of  Miss  Watts),  of  great  size,  and  per- 
fect in  all  points j  a  Hen,  "Fairy,"  vulture- 
hocked;  a  very  fine  fowl  Mr.  F.  bred  from  her 
last  year ;  nearly  all  his  vulture- hocked  fowls, 
which  sold  for  such  extraordinary  prices ;  several 
other  hens,  and  two  vulture-hocked  cocks.  Ama- 
teurs will  do  well  to  embrace  the  present  chance 
of  obtaining  fowls  such  as  are  seldom  met  with. 
None  of  them  have  been  publidv  exhibited,  as 
Mr.  F.  never  exhibits.  —  May  be  viewed  the 
morning  of  Sale,  and  Catalogues  had. 


EGGS  from   PRIZE  WHITE  and  CLEAR 
BUFF  COCHINS,  and  WHITE-FACED 
SPANISH  FOWLS,  from  12s.  the  set. 

Apply  to  Samuel  Hill,  Rose  Hill,  Heywood, 
near  Manchester. 

SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY- HOUSE,  dW, 
consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.  The  above  are 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  by 
any  ordinary  labourer.  Wire  work  from  6  to  15 
inches  wide,  6|d.  per  square  yard,  to  endose 
poultry,  &c.— R.  Richardson,  21,  Tunbridge- 
place.  New-road,  near  Kmg's-cross.  N.B. 
Maker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants;  drawings  of  21 
houses  sent  free. 

FRUIT  TREES,  POULTRY,  RABBIT, 
SHEEP,  and  CAT  FENCING.— Worsted 
NETTING  to  protect  the  bloom  of  peach,  nec- 
torine,  and  otner  trees,  flower,  or  seed  beds, 
from  frost,  blight,  and  birds,  two  yards  wide  5d. 
per  yard.  New  twine  netting  (tanned  if  required), 
one  yard  wide,  lid.  per  yard ;  two  yards  wide, 
3d.  per  yard ;  four  yards  wide,  fid. ;  half-inch 
mesh  ditto,  two  yards  wide,  fid.  per  yard. 
Tanned  netting,  two  or  three  yards  wide,  l^d. 
per  yard ;  four  or  six  yards  wide,  3d.  per  yard. 
Elastic  hexagon  garden  net,  or  scrim  canvas, 
4id.  per  square  ym.  Cocoa-nut  fibre,  or  hemp 
sheep-folding  net,  of  sujf>erior  quality,  four  feet 
high,  4d.  to  fid.  per  yard.  Raboit  net,  four  feet 
wide,  l^d. ;  six  feet  wide,  2^. ;  eight  feet,  3d. 
per  yard.  Each  edge  corded,  id.  per  yard  extra, 
suitable  for  poultry  fencing.  Square  mesh  cri- 
keting  net,  fix  its  rail  width  and  length  made  of 
stout  cord,  3d.  to  4d.  per  square  yard ;  this  is 
the  best  article  made  for  fencing  against  fowls, 
cats,  &c. — ^At  W.  Cullingford's,  No.  1,  Ed- 
mund-terrace,  Dalston.  Orders  by  post,  with 
P.  O.  order  or  town  reference,  punctually  at- 
tended to.    Fishing-nets  of  all  kinds  in  stock. 

DOLBY'S  WEDDING  AND  HERALDIC 
STATIONERY.  — CREST  DIES  EN- 
GRAVED as  gems  of  art  without  charge  where 
the  order  amounts  to  21s.  H.  Dolby  having 
crest  dies  appertaining  to  more  than  10,000  fa- 
milies, can  supply  even  100  envelopes  with  the 
desired  crest.    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  en- 

f  raved  and  printed  in  the  perfection  of  fashion, 
'edigrees  traced,  with  illustrative  notices,  anti- 
quarian and  topographical.  Arms  found,  embla- 
zoned,  and  engraved  for  book-plates,  seals,  &c. 

HENRY  DOLBY,   Heraldic   Draughtsman 
and  Stationer,  56,  Regent-street-quadrant. 
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FOR  POULTRY.HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Sayes  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARE  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
Wll,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 


WM.  DRAY  &  CO.'S  PATENT  WIRE 
FENCING,  strong  enough  to  keep  out 
Sheep,  &c.,  and  close  enough  for  Dojp^s,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.  Price  2d.  per  square  foot.  Ordi- 
nary Wire  Netting,  from  2^.  per  yard,  2  feet 
widejir-Address  Wm.  Dray  &  Co.,  Agricultural 
Implement  Manufacturers,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices: — 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Kod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


TO  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHERS. 

JOHN  S.  HOLROYD.  Manufacturer  of 
RODS  and  TACKLE,  59,  Gracechurch- 
street,  London,  begs  to  call  the  attention  of 
Anglers  to  his  large  and  superior  assortment  of 
Fly  Rods,  warranted  made  of  the  best  seasoned 
materials,  and  for  action  and  workmanship  ex- 
celled by  none  in  London. 

J.  S.  H.  has  also  a  very  compact  Fly  Rod, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  neat  umbrella,  and 
interfering  in  no  way  with  the  utility  of  the  Rod. 
Artificial  Bait  in  great  variety.  The  best  Trout 
Flies  on  Limerick  Hooks  at  2s.  per  dozen. 

59,  Gracechurch  Street^  London. 


SUBSTITUTE   FOR    GARDEN   MATS.—  ! 

Waxed  Sheeting  nearly  2  yards  wide.  Is.  per  ; ' 
yard  run — admits  light  and  excludes  cold ;  thick 
Canvas  Tarpauling,  Is.  per  square  yard ;   thick     | 

Canvas  Waxed  Sheeting,  Is.   per  square  yard,  , 

may  be  had  various  widths ;  these  Canvases  are  ; , 

excellent  for  roofing  Sheds  and  Outhouses,  as  :. 

they  are  quite  waterproof. — R.  Richardson,  ' 

21,   Tonbridge-place,    Judd-street,    New-road,  'I 

London.  ; : 

DOG  BISCUITS.— The  best  in  London,  at 
T.  STYLES'S  (late  J.  Waldron),  82, 
Upper  Thames  Street,  made  expressly  for  Dogs 
(not  old  ship-stores,  as  they  are  apt  to  have  the 
weevil  in  them),  20s.  per  cwt.,  bag  included. 
Scotch  Oatmeal,  19s.  per  cwt.,  and  best  Town- 
made  Greaves  16s.  6d.  per  cwt.  All  post-office 
orders  payable  to  Thomas  Styles,  will  be 
punctually  attended  to. 

7,  Baker-street,  London. 
EXHIBITION  PRIZE  MEDAL. 

CAISTOR'S  LADIES'  SADDLES  combine 
elegance  and  lightness  with  strength  and 
durability.  They  are  horizontal  from  head  to 
cantle;  and  by  the  construction  of  the  seat,  en- 
able the  lady  to  keep  her  proper  position  without 
inconvenience,  irritation,  or  exertion. 

CAISTOR'S  PRIZE  HUNTING  SAD- 
DLES  are  supei-ior  to  any  other  for  ease  to 
horse  and  rider.  The  tree  is  so  constructed  as 
to  sit  well  behind  the  shoulder,  and  does  not 
confine  or  impede  the  action  of  that  important 
joint.  They  are  narrow  in  the  grip,  flat  in  the 
seat,  light,  and  durable. 

CAISTOR'S  System  of  Saddle-making  is 
based  upon  Anatomical  principles,  he  having 
studied  the  natural  requirements  of  the  horse 
and  its  rider. 

The  PRIZE  SADDLES  and  HARNESS 
may  be  seen  at  7,  Baker- street,  where  a  large 
Stock  of  Saddlery  and  Harness  may  be  inspected, 
as  also  every  requisite  for  the  Stable.  A  detailed 
list  of  Prices  free,  on  application  to 

A.  B.  CAI8T0R,  SADDLER,  &c. 
7,  Baker-street,  London. 

Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  68. 6d.;  quarterly,  Ss.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  Georgk 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-street,  Covent- garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed.— Advertisements  received  until  Five 
o'clock  on  Mondays. 

IiOHDOir :  Printed  by  Charlss  WTXAV.at  the  Printing  Office 
of  cox  iBrotheni  is.  WYMAN.  74  ft  78,  Great  Queeu  street, 
LinoolnVinn-fleldi,  And  published  by  Okoiuik  Clkkkmts, 
1,  Twk-etreet,  Covent  Garden.— Wedue«da7.  March  89,  1854. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Aylesbnry  Local  Show,  April  12th.    Secretary^ 
Cheplyn  Hall,  Esq.    Entries  are  closed. 
Roval  Dnblin  Society's  Spring  Show,  April  18, 
,    and  three  following  days.     Assistant  Secretary, 
W.  E.  Steel,  Esq.,  M.B.   Entries  dose  April  3. 
Hexham  Poultry  Show,  in  the  Abbey  Grronnds. 
'    Second  Annual  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
the  12th  and  13th  of  May.  Secretary,  W.  Tumcnr, 
Esq.,  Henootes,  Hexham.    Entries  close  May  6. 
,      Bath  and  West  of  Ensland  Society,  at  Bath, 
)    the  7ih,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.    Director,  Jona- 
than Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Finchley^road,  St. 
'    John's  Wood,  London.    Hon.  Sec.,  H.  Spack- 
nan,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.     Entries 
.    ck»e  May  10th. 

Royal  Agricoltural  Societ^r  of  England.    An- 

1 1  nual  County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 

commemcing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.    Secre- 

«   tary,  J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.    Entries  close, 

June  1st. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
,    Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.     The  Schedule 
•   not  quite  ready. 

I       MalTem,  in  the  Promenade  Grardens,  Septem- 
I    ber  13th    and    14th.  Honorary  Secretary,    T. 
.    MoCann,  Esq.,  Graham  House,  Malvern.    En- 
tries dose  August  19th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Ejchibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  dose  Saturday,  November  11th. 

We  thaUfeet  obliged  if  Seereiarieg  and  Com- 

mitie€8  of  Poultry  Showt  will  favour  U8  wiih 

;  emrfy  hmpr^aimu  of  the  Sehedulee.    Theee,  and 

'  all  other  eommunicatione  for  the  Editor,  to  be 

addreeeed  to  '*Monk  Beame,  Hampstead,** 


It  is  an  indubitable  fact,  that  every 
class  works  for  tlie  advantage  of  the  others, 


which,  with  itself,  form  the  great  mass  of 
society ;  and  those  who,  with  the  means 
to  do  so,  take  up  the  fancies  of  the  day, 
and  carry  them  out,  are  real  benefactors. 
If  we  take  agriculture,  for  instance,  now 
going  hand  in  hand  vrith  every  science, 
and  becoming  daOy  more  perfect  as  a  pur- 
suit, and  as  a  means  of  producing  many  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  to  whom  may  the 
great  change  be  attributed? — ^to  the  late 
Earl  of  Leicester,  and  other  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  who,  regardless  of  the  expense, 
and  the  ridicule  (too  often  the  reward  of 
those  who,  even  in  the  cause  of  utility,  are 
innovators),  tried  those  experiments  which 
were  beyond  the  reach  of  men  whose  first 
care  it  was  to  earn  their  daily  bread.  For 
these  reasons  we  believe  the  term  "  mania  " 
which  has  been  applied  to  those  who  are 
following  the  Poultry  movement  of  the 
present  day,  to  be  a  misnomer ;  and  we 
believe  the  result  of  it  will  be,  to  induce 
those  who  have  the  means  of  keeping  any, 
to  keep  only  such  fowls  as  shall  be  the 
most  productive,  either  of  meat  or  eggs, 
and  thereby  increase  the  amount  of  food  in 
due  proportion  to  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion. • 

There  is  also  a  good  field  open  for  the 
amateur,  who  has  time  and  talent,  to  com- 
pile a  statistical  paper,  proving  which  of 
the  many  popular  breeds  will  produce  the 
greatest  quantity  of  food,  of  any  sort,  at 
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the  least  cost.  Such  labours  will  not  be 
thrown  away,  and  will  come  with  autho- 
rity sufficient  to  carry  conriction,  where 
the  mere  assertion  of  a  brother  amateur  is 
disregarded. 

It  is  precisely  the  case  where  those  who 
have  leisure  and  means  can  help  others, 
who,  fully  employed  in  their  necessary 
daily  avocations,  have  no  opportunity  of 
arriving  at  such  conclusions,  or  of  ac- 
quiring such  accurate  knowledge.  The 
connection  between  the  former  and  latter 
part  of  our  subject  is  proved  by  the  liberal 
prize  list  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  So- 
ciety of  England,  which  we  publish  this 
day. 

Hints  to  Poultry-Show  Committees. 

To  continue  the  subject  in  the  same 
form  as  my  last,  we  will  suppose  the 
committee,  with  their  appointed  secretary, 
to  have  again  assembled ;  and  having  ap- 
pointed a  chairman,  th^  should  proceed 
to  draw  up  the  "Prize  List'*  and  regula- 
lations.  Nothing  requires  ^eater  care 
than  the  ^^  carte  '*  of  their  exmhilion.  Of 
course,  the  amount  of  prizes  must  greatly 
depend  upon  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  committee,  and  these  are  equally 
dependent  on  the  support  they  dare  calcu- 
late uf  on  from  visitors ;  for  the  amount 
paid  in  subscriptions,  on  the  usual  scale  of 
charges,  will  nardly  cover  the  cost  of 
pens.  The  sa^Bst  way  for  the  conmiittee 
to  guard  against  heavy  individual  loss, 
is  to  canvass  the  neighbourhood  for  a 
cpiaiantee-f und,  and  if  they  can  get  from 
nfty  to  seventy  friends  to  undertake  a 
risk  of  £5  each,  they  will  fully  insure 
against  losses.  To  make  a  Prize  list 
sufficiently  attractive  for  the  principal 
amatevTs  and  breeders,  will  require  £120 
to  £160.  It  is  true  that  a  much  smaller 
sum  will  make  a  decent  list  if  great 
judgment   is   displayed  in   dividing  tibie 


afcaOunts  of  Ihe  different  classes.  The 
committee  should  give  one  handsome  prize 
in  each  class,  viz.,  Ist  class  £2,  2nd  class 
£1,  drd  class  5s.,  is  better  than  £1.  10s., 
£1,  and  16s. ;  for  one  large  prize  will  un- 
doubtedly draw  more  good  birds  to  a  show 
than  three  prizes  of  more  equal  but  smaller 
amounts.  Indeed,  I  question  the  policy  of 
a  third  prize  altogether.  Judges  will  give 
a  third  prize  to  a  pen  which  would  not 
command  a  first  even  if  its  more  success- 
ful competitors  first  and  second  were  with- 
drawn ;  and  to  the  very  profuse  prizes 
may  be  attributed  the  immense  number  of 
"  prize  '*  bird  eggs,  advertised  all  over  the 
country;  mind/  "prize" — not  first  nor 
second,  nor  third.  It  would  be  a  curious 
analysis  if  one  could  dissect  the  vamus 
stocks  advortised,  and  aseertsuin  how  many 
truly  first-class  prize  birds  could  be  dis- 
played. But  I  am  digressing  and  must 
return  to  the  subject.  I  would  recom- 
mend the  committee  to  adopt  the  classifi- 
cation of  some  of  the  older  established 
shows,  rather  than  endeavour  to  draw  up 
one  of  their  own.  They  can,  of  course, 
alter  tl&e  amount  of  their  praniums  to  suit 
their  funds. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  even  tlie  best 
prize  lists  are  perfect^  for  I  look  upoa 
poultry  shows  as  a  proper  means  for  bene- 
fiting and  improving  the  domestic  poultry 
of  this  country,  and  not  as  they  are  too 
frequently  maae,  the  arena  for  competing 
amateurs  to  contend  for  the  leadenudp  of 
the  poultry  world.  And  this  can  best  be 
effected  bv  having  a  prize  for  the  best 
single  cock  of  each  class,  and  also  one 
cockerel  and  pullet,  and  it  would  most 
benefit  the  neighbourhood  if  the  winning 
birds  of  each  class  could  be  sold  by  auction 
after  the  show.  No  breeder  need  be  afcaid 
of  not  having  a  fair  price  for  his  bird,  for 
if  it  had  won  a  first  prize  it  would,  in  the 
present  state  of  ^ulirydom  (I  do  not  like 
the  word  "mania,"  and  therefore  coin  a 
new  one),  command  its  full  value. 

And  now  for  the  regulationa.  The  first 
should  be  respectiAg  the  time  of  the  show. 
It  ought  not  to  be  at  the  same  time  as  any 
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of  the  leading  shows  unless  at  a  great  dis- 
tance ;  bnt  in  all  cases  it  is  better  to 
avoid  this,  as  birds  will  be  sent  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  distance  appears 
to  be  no  obstacle.  If  the  show  is  intended 
to  be  a  very  large  one,  it  is  well  not  to  fix 
the  time  within  a  month  of  any  large 
show,  for  it  is  impossible  for  any  amateur 
to  get  his  birds  into  first-rate  order  in  less- 
time^  after  the  fatigue  and  excitement  of  a 
previous  show. 

The  proper  months  for  a  show  are  from 
the  beginning  of  November  to  the  end  of 
January  for  mature  birds  ;  but  very  good 
shows  may  be  made  of  chickens  from 
June  to  the  end  of  October,  and  during 
that  period  the  premiums  for  the  older 
birds  should  be  reduced  and  added  to  the 
chicken  class ;  or  they  might  be  altogether 
omitted,  as  few  old  birds  will  be  fit  for 
exhibiUon,  their  plumage  being  worn  out 
by  the  cares  and  fatigues  of  hatching. 

The  committee,  in  fixing  the  date  of 
their  show,  should  bear  in  mind  the  best 
days  <rf  the  week.  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day will  allow  most  exhibitors'  birds  com- 
fortable time  for  travelling.  If  it  is  designed 
to  have  the  show  on  a  Tuesday,  the  day 
for  reeeiving  Uie  birds  must  be  Saturday ; 
for  in  the  first  place,  the  judges  ought  to 
have  a  clear  day  allotted  to  them  for  th^* 
deciMDSy  and  it  is  better  for  the  birds  to 
be  comfortably  penned  in  the  show-room 
than  starving,*  freezing,  or  fretting  some- 
where ;  or  perchance  taking  a  permanent 
pait  in  a  cock-fight,  for  the  special  edifi- 
cation and  amusement  of  a  few  railway 
porters  or  worse  characters.  But  on  this 
subject  more  anon — ^having  already  occu- 
pied too  much  of  your  valuable  space. 

P.& — ^What  adventures  and  strange 
scenes  some  of  our  prize  poultry  would 
describe  if  they  could ;  I  wonder  they  do 
not  employ  an  amanuensis !         W.  W. 


Domestieation  of  the  Onraflsow. 

All  the  writers  who  have  given  accounts 
.   of  the  crested  and  galeated  Curassows, 


concur  in  the  opinion  that  they  might  be 
domesticated  witnout  great  difficulty,  and 
introduced  with  advantage  as  n^embers 
of  our  poultry  yards.  Few  steps  appear, 
at  present,  to  have  been  taken  towards 
this  desirable  end ;  but  some  hope  is 
offered  in  the  questions  contained  in  the 
letter  of  our  correspondent,  "  T.  S." 

In  many  parts  of  South  America^  we 
are  told,  and  also  in  several  of  the  Dutch 
settlements,  thev  have  been  reclaimed, 
and  that  in  Holland  they  were  once  ac- 
climated, and  were  aa  prolific  in  their  do- 
mesHcated  state^  as  m$f  of  cur  common 
pouUfy.  Surely  this  is  an  assertion  calcu- 
lated to  lead  on  an  enterprising  amateur. 
The  establishment  in  Holland  in  which 
this  success  was  attained,  was  broken  up 
by  the  civil  commotions  following  the 
French  revolution,  and  all  the  pains  which 
had  been  bestowed  on  the  birds,  lost  to, 
the  world. 

The  Curassows  are  natives  of  South 
America^  but  they  are  said  to  become  easify 
habituated  to  our  climate  ;  and  this  state- 
ment appears  likely,  from  their  thriving 
pretty  well  in  the  gardens  of  the  Zoologi- 
cal Society,  Regent's  Park ;  for  persons 
who  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Uamp- 
stead,  to  which  the  same  soil  extends,  find 
it  disadvantageous  to  ppultrr  on  account 
of  the  cold  clay  suhsoil.  The  result  of 
experiment  there  made  in  breeding  the 
birds  is  not  very  satisfactory,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  reply  to  T.  S.*8  query,  contained 
in  our  answers    to    correspondents   this 

The  author  of  the  "Poultry  Yard," 
published  by  Geoige  Eoutledge  and  Co., 
W.  C.  L.  Martin,  writes,  "We  think  that 
private  individuals,  with  moderate  means 
at  command,  and  bent  upon  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  desirable  object  of  natu- 
ralizing these  birds,  would  be  far  more 
successful  than  any  institution  or  society, 
more  especially  in  some  of  our  southern 
counties,  as  Surrey,  Sussex,  Hampshire, 
and  Kent.  The  birds  should  be  kept  in 
a  large  dry  yard  or  netted  enclosure,  with 
a  grass  plot  and  water  in  it,  there  diould 
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be  two  or  three  trees  of  moderate  eleyation. 
To  this  should  be  attached  a  j^ood,  high 
bam,  perfectly  weather  tight,  with  perches 
at  some  distance  overhead;  to  this  barn 
they  must  be  induced  to  resort  every 
evening,  which  may  be  done  by  ffiving 
them  their  evening  meal  there,  and  then 
closing  the  door.  There  should  be  a  win- 
dow or  two  in  the  walls,  well  secured  by 
netting,  in  order  to  give  them  sufficient 
light;  boxes  placed  at  the  ends  of  the 
perches,  or  in  such  situations  as  are  in 
accordance  with  their  instincts,  should  be 
provided  for  the  hens  to  lay  in,  and  be 
lined  with  straw  and  dry  leaves.  Should 
the  hens  exhibit  no  disposition  to  incubate, 
the  eggs  may  be  placed  under  a  common 
fowl.  The  food  and  general  treatment  is 
much  the  same  as  for  the  Turkey." 

The  Curassows  appear  to  be  arboreal  in 
their  habits ;  more  so  than  the  Pea-fowl, 
the  Turkey,  or  the  Guinea-fowl.  They 
build  large  nests  on  trees  of  sticks  and 
long  herbage,  and  line  them  with  grasses 
and  leaves  (this  is  the  crested  variety). 
The  galeated  Curassow  (with  a  sort  of  ex- 
crescence surmounting  the  head^  perches 
on  trees ;  but  it  is  stated  that  tne  female 
makes  her  nest  on  the  ground,  and  leads 
forth  her  young  brood  like  a  hen. 

The  ^gs  which  they  lay  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  hen,  but  larger  and  thicker 
in  the  shell ;  the  number  is  generally  six 
or  eight,  but  it  seems  likely  that  in  a 
domesticated  state  they  might,  after  severed 
generaUons,  lay  a  great  many  more  ;  like 
other  fowls  which,  in  a  wild  state,  no 
doubt,  confine  themselves  to  an  equally 
limited  number. 

The  Curassow  is  about  as  large  as  a 
Turkey,  with  plumage  of  a  brilliant  black. 
The  hind  toe  instead  of  being  placed  as  in 
rasorial  birds  generally,  is  on  a  level  with 
the  rest,  thus  adapting  the  feet  to  arboreal 
habits ;  the  legs  are  spurless.  The  tail  is 
ample  and  composed  of  stiff  feathers; 
the  crested  variety  has  fourteen  tail 
feathers. 

Berries,  and  various  sorts  of  grain,  con- 
stitute their  food ;  the  young  (and,  no 


doubt,  the  old  ones  too)  are  fond  of  worms, 
larve,  and  insects. 

They  are  mentioned  as  remarkable  for 
their  tameness  and  soon  becoming  familiar, 
but  this  account  is  at  variance  with  recent 
trials. 

The  flesh,  in  delicacy  and  whiteness, 
surpasses  that  of  the  fowl  or  the  pheasant. 

Some  varieties  pair  like  the  pigeon ;  this 
is  a  point  which  should  receive  attention 
from  those  who  are  anxious  to  breed  them. 

In  an  attempt  to  domesticate,  the  great- 
est danger  to  them  appears  to  arise  from 
wet  or  damp,  especiall;^  to  the  feet,  which, 
if  subjected  to  its  injurious  effects,  will 
sometimes  mortify. 

If  any  of  our  readers  should  be  en- 
couraged to  follow  out  an  attempt  to 
domesticate  the  Curassow,  will  they 
kindly  favour  the  "Poultry  Chronicle" 
with  the  result? 


What  Variety  of  Fowls  is  best  to 
keep? 

Thts  is  a  question  that  is  not  unfre- 
quently  propounded  to  the  writer  of  this 
article  many  times  in  a  day,  the  querists 
apparently  altogether  overlooking  dissimi- 
larities of  situation,  character  of  soil,  and 
aptitude  of  habitation ;  for  on  these  pecu- 
liarities, whether  combined  or  separately 
considered,  very  much  depends  as  to  the 
results  consequent  on  a  poultry  amateur's 
first  attempts. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  any  land  well 
calculated  for  sheep  or  a  rabbit  warren  is 
highly  suitable  for  the  profitable  produc- 
tion of  poultry,  damp  being  equally  adverse 
to  the  succes^ul  rearing  of  the  one  as  the 
other.  For  this  especial  reason  a  high- 
lying  and  gravelly  soil  is  ever  to  be  pre- 
ferr^  at  the  outset,  for  on  damp  boggy 
lands  (except  for  aquatic  birds,  which 
there  may  be  kept  to  the  greatest  advantage 
possible),  success  will  be  worse  than  un- 
certain, and  a  grievous  disappointment  the 
most  probable  result. 
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There  are,  however,  very  considerable 
differences  in  the  various  kinds  of  fowls  as 
to  their  hardihood,  and  it  is  not  less  re- 
markable with  what  aptitude  some  breeds 
struggle  with  difficulties  that  would  at 
once  prove  fatal  to  those  of  more  weakly 
constitution.  It  is,  therefore,  my  intention 
to  lay  before  your  numerous  readers  a  few 
hints  (not  from  theory  but  actual  expe- 
rience), and  then  leave  each  to  determme 
for  himself  whether  he  gives  the  preference 
(m  his  own  individual  case)  to  ornament 
or  utility.  Circumstances  are  not  un- 
frequently  connected  with  different  locali- 
ties that  render  it  expedient  to  adopt  a 
breed  in  reference  to  the  fact  as  to  whether 
chickens  or  eggs  are  the  most  saleable  and 
remunerative  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to 
this  point  I  wish  your  readers  to  pay 
especial  attention,  as  it  is  one  on  which  thei/ 
atone  can  arrive  at  a  positive  and  satis- 
factory conclusion.  It  must  also  be  con- 
stantly borne  in-  mind  the  very  great 
difference  in  value  of  eggs,  if  laid  during 
the  heat  of  summer  or  the  severities  of 
winter  time.  In  the  former  they  are 
frequently  found  to  average  from  twenty- 
four  to  even  thirty  for  a  shilling,  whilst 
during  the  latter  period  they  oft-times 
range  from  three  halfpence  to  twopence 
each.  This  is  in  reference  to  the  generality 
of  our  market  towns,  for  in  the  metropolis 
I  find  the  disparity  of  prices  is  even  far 
more  remarkable  ;  but  as  comparatively 
few  persons  can  possibly  avail  themselves 
of  the  London  market,  and  my  remarks 
appertain  rather  to  t/ie  many  tmn  the  few, 
I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  the  more  ex- 
tended sale  generally  throughout  the  coun- 
try. From  what  has  just  been  advanced 
it  is  manifestlv  apparent  tliat  a  varietur 
of  fowls  that  lays  well  in  the  winter  is 
infinitely  the  most  profit-producing  to  its 
owner,  even  if  tlie  amount  of  eggs  laid  is 
numerically  tJie  same  as  those  of  a  breed 
that  lays  chiefly  in  the  summer  months. 
It  is  my  opinion  also,  and  one  in  which 
I  find  agriculturists  generally  freely 
coincide  with  me, "  that  ^gs pay  better  than 
ckicienSf'*  take  the  season  through.    One 


reason  for  this  is  obvious:  the  chickens 
require  attentive  and  o^enerous  feeding  to 
render  them  marketable,  whilst  on  the 
other  hand  the  production  of  eggs  is 
attended  with  no  additional  expense 
whatever.  I  must  here,  too,  mention 
another  fact  that  is  indisputable,  hut  little 
noticed,  viz.,  that  all  young  poultry  are  by 
far  more  susceptible  of  £sease  tlian  the 
parent  birds;  therefore  where  numbers  of 
fowls  are  congregated  it  is  generally  found 
that  contagion  not  only  manifests  its 
presence  in  the  first  instance  among  the 
I*  younger  branches,"  but  what  sadly 
iticreases  the  perplexity,  it  there  is  found 
the  most  difficult  to  eradicate.  If  chickens 
are  from  peculiar  circumstances  the  most 
desired,  experience  tells  me  that  those  of  a 
**  cross  breed  "  are  by  far  both  the  most 
Jiardy  to  rear  and  (generally  speaking) 
carry  more  flesh  than  birds  of  perfect 
purity  of  blood.  I  must  here  say  no 
individual  more  highly  appreciates  or 
more  anxiously  desires  to  encourage  the 
attention  of  amateurs  generally  than  the 
writer  himself,  to  the  great  importance  of 
keeping  their  respective  stocks  pure  and 
undefiled  from  tne  approaches  of  other 
varieties ;  but  where  chickens  are  produced 
exclttsively  mth  the  intention  of  applying 
them  to  table  purposes,  I  am  certain  the 
opinion  I  have  advanced  will  be  found  {on 
trial)  not  far  from  the  correct  one.  I 
must  also  willingly  acknowledge  my  innate 
dislike  to  the  appearance  of  mongrel-bred 
fowls  of  any  kind,  but  am  not  so  com- 
pletely enthralled  by  amateur  prejudices 
as  to  be  incapable  or  unwilling  to  recognize 
merit  where  merit  is  justly  due,  and  thus 
qualified,  I  repeat  mv  convictions  in  favour 
of  cross-breeds,  to  Mil  the  same  season  for  the 
purposes  of  the  table.  It  cannot  be  amiss 
here  to  mention  a  few  prominent  pecu- 
liarities of  some  of  the  leading  varieties  of 
the  day,  as  to  their  hardihood,  egg-pro- 
ducing qualities,  and  also  their  advantages 
as  table  fowls.  I  am  aware  that  most 
amateurs  think'  their  otonpets  the  best,  and 
many  will  dauntlessly  throw  down  the 
gauntlet  of  defiance  in  their  favour  ;  mine 
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is  not  a  desire  to  rush  headlong  into  con- 
troversy, but  simply  to  jot  down  the  ex- 
periences of  many  years  for  the  benefit  of 
those  whose  opportunities  have  been  com- 
paratively limited,  and  to  prevent  an  undue 
outlay  of  time  and  also  of  expense  in 
parties  thus  situated. 

As  a  general  rule,  it  will  be  found  that 
fowls  ^mch  **  roost  haphazard  anywhere 
in  the  outbuildings"  enjoy  a  far  better 
state  of  health,  and  are  more  productive, 
than  when  subjected  to  the  restraints  of  a 
hen-house  for  a  roosting-place.  This  is 
easily  accounted  for,  they  roost  farther 
apart,  and  consequently  the  ventilation  is 
decidedly  superior.  Against  these  advan- 
tages, I  am  willing  to  admit  fully  they 
are,  after  nig[ht-fall,  far  more  exposed  to 
the  depredations  of  thieves ;  stul,  it  is 
equally  notorious,  that  when  such  parties 
have  "fixed  their  minds  on  having  them," 
closed  doors,  bolts,  and  bars  afford  but 
very  little- real  security;  indeed,  I  myself 
consider  "a  wholesale  sweep*'  even  more 
improbable  (than  it  may  appear  at  first- 
sight)  in  the  former  instance,  than  the 
latter,  and  I  have  known  very  many 
parties  whose  poultry  roosted  either  in  an 
old  yew  or  fir-tree  close  adjacent  to  the 
premises  for  a  long  succession  of  years, 
without  any  molestation  whatever. 

Now  the  general  utility  of  the  various 
classes  must  be  considered. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  brakes  and  wild 
places,  no  doubt,  the  game  fowls  are  the 
most  successful ;  they  are  a  variety  ever 
alive  to  the  approach  of  danger,  and  far 
more  capable  of  avoiding  it  than  most 
others  ;  they  take  wine  most  readily,  and 
from  the  smaller  kinds  of  vermin,  they 
will  most  resolutely  defend  their  newly- 
hatched  offspring,  and  seldom  fall  a  prey 
to  those  mishaps  that  would  be  certain 
(under  these  circumstances)  to  befal  the 
larger  and  more  lethargic  kinds.  The^ 
are,  however,  very  annoying  to  their 
owners  by  their  dire  pugnacity  ;  and  fre- 
quently, when  heretofore  as  fnendly  with 
each  other  as  could  be  desired,  they  sud- 
denly, without  any  apparent  real  cause, 


fall  to  fighting,  and  the  chances  are  then 
many  pay  the  forfeit  of  theu'  lives  before 
the  combatants  have  arranged  their  dif- 
ferences ;  in  these  sudden  outbreaks,  the 
hens  prove  their  valour  equalfy  with  the 
male  birds,  and  from  this  cause,  un- 
doubtedly it  is,  the  battle  soon  becomes 
quite  umversal.  They  are  also  most  apt 
to  injure  the  very  young  chickens  by  their 
own  anxious  desire  to  ds/end  them.  They 
are  certainly  not  surpassed  in  flavour  by 
any  fowL  They  lay  freely,  but  chie£^  in. 
the  summer,  and  sit  very  closely.  It  is, 
too,  a  very  hardy  kind,  if  enjoying  a  nice 
open  walk,  and  allowed  freely  to  ^^take 
their  chance." 

In  the  cultivation  of  Dorkings,  a  per- 
fectly dry  straw-yard  and  extensive  out- 
buildings are    quite   an   advantage ;    no 
fowls  show  the  nature  of  the  management 
to  which  they  have  been  subjected  more 
than  they  do,  nor  do  any,  as  farm  fowls, 
repay  additional   attention   with  greater 
certitude ;  hence,  their  far-famed  notoriety 
for  the  table.     With   great   care  as    to 
liberal  feeding,  this  variety  will  attain  a 
most   unusu^    weight    (I    have   myself 
several  times  partaken  of  cockerels  that 
weighed  eight  and  a  half,  and  even  nine 
pounds,  wnen  dressed),  but  of  course  this 
was  the  result  of  excessive  feeding,  and, 
though   we   may   not   unfrequenuy.    see 
Dorkings  in  an  exhibition-room  of  even 
greater  weight,  they  are  instances  rather 
of  the  exception  than  the  general  rule. 
On  damp  soils  or  in  very  cold  exposed 
situations,  Dorking  rarely  attain  a  me- 
dium size,  they  delight  so  milch  in  warmth, 
and  a  dry  atmosphere  ;  this  accounts  for 
their  intrinsic  merit   being    so  generally 
acknowledged  in  the  southern  counties  o£ 
England.    They  are  tolerable  layers  ;  the 
chickens   grow    quickly,    and   generally 
maintain  pretty  much  the  same  condition  at 
aU  aaesy  therefore  are  always  available  for 
market  purposes.     They  are  exceedingly 
hardy,  on  a  suitable  walk,  but  confinement 
affects  them  very  severely  ;  hence,  I  woulcl 
not  advise  them  (if  crippled  for  room)  ; 
though,  for  all  purposes  combined  (on  esc^ 
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tenore  premises),  I  consider  there  is  not 
Kajjmrify  bred  fowl  that  will  eive  greater 
satisfaction,  or,  when  plucked,  so  easily 
seeare  an  immediate  safe. 

The  Cochins  are  as  hardy  a  race  as 
any ;  they  are  capable  of  hesaing  hard- 
sMps  (sach  as  close  confinement  in  un- 
suitable places)  with  far  less  injury  to 
their  health  than  most  others  ;  tney  are 
exeeasiye  layers,  and  that  too  when  Ihe 
eggs  are  most  valued  (mid-winter),  and,  if 
realfy  well  bred,  profis^-feather^  birds  ; 
the  sererity  of  the  season,  however  great, 
very  little  affects  their  laying,  very  far 
less  than  that  of  any  other  hmpn  variety; 
they  appear  to  endure  the  effects  of  damp 
better  than  most,  and,  as  before  hinted,  as 

I  winter-layers,  are  certainly  without  an 
eqnaL  The  eggs,  bdng  very  strong-shelled, 
keep  better  t£flai  others,  and  are  good- 
flavonred  as  well  as  good-looking.  These 
fowls  are  very  lethargic,  will  not  attempt 
any  fence  a  ^ard  high,  and,  from  their 

I I  truly  domestic  habits,  will  succeed  well 
i|  in  confined  premises  (if  only  kept  for  the 
,  eggs) ;  but  1  entertain  the  strongest  doubts 

whether  they  are  reaUy  profitable  if  chickens 
I  for  the  table  only  are  sought  for,  as  they 

est  heartily  (the  young  cocks  rawnously)^ 
,  and  in  the  market  (when  dressed)^  have 
^  bat  few  admirers,  the  great  bulk  of  the 
I  meat  being  placed  on  those  parts  which, 
!|by  geneni  acceptation,  are  regarded  as 
;  the  most  common.  If  considered  as  to  the 
I  fictitious  value  sometimes  obtained  for  the 
I  produce,  in  the  hope  such  chickens  will 

I  j  '^make  future  prize  birds^**  I  will  be  silent ; 

I I  my  object  being  simple  tests  of  tOiUty  only. 
j  In  flenrere  weather,  the  young  chickens 

feather  very  slowly,  and  frequently  be- 

,  come  completely  denuded  of  even  the  down 

i!  («e^  <m  their  heads)^  and  at  sach  times, 

1 1  Ithmk  the  most  enthusiastic  amateur  will 

ij  have  occasionally  his  qualms  and  mis- 

^Tings  as  to  any  benefits  (as  far  as  his 

,  mtcBMts  are   concerned)  which  may  be 

I  **  looming  in  tiie  future."    Though,  as  I 

have  stated,  car^tned  space  will  suit  Cochins 

if  kept  exclusively  for  laying,  certainly 

their,  diicks  require  a  good  grass  run,  to 


progress  favourably.  The  flesh  of  the 
young  birds  is  of  very  good  flavour,  if 
well  fed  ;  but  roasted  CocMns  are  far  pre- 
ferable to  boiled  as  regards  appearance  on 
the  table,  for  when  cooked  the  latter  wa^, 
both  the  colour  and  great  thickness  of  me 
skin  are  alike  unpleasing  to  the  e^e  of  any 
who  may  be  unaccustomed  to  seeing  them. 
My  remarks  appertain  only  to  real  Cochins, 
not  the  weedy,  stilty  fowls  sometimes  so 
called  ;  for  while  I  freely  attest  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  former,  as  being  the  best 
fowls  for  egg-production  we  can  select, 
the  latter  are  unworthy  of  commendation 
altogether. 

Of  the  Bramah  Pootra  fowls,  I  know 
but  littlcL  therefore  shall  be  very  brief: 
they  are  far  more  willing  to  wander  about 
and  "try  to  get  their  own  living"  than  the 
Cochins ;  the  well-bred  ones  carry  a  vast 
deal  more  on  the  breeuts  than  Cocmns,  and 
there  is  no  doubt,  for  constitution,  the 
chichens  are  most  unusually  strong,  I 
have  seen  them  early  in  the  morning,  in 
fact  at  break  of  day,  wandering  about 
bUthely  and  unconcernedly  in  the  most  in- 
tense hoar-frost  of  last  winter  (though 
only  two  or  three  weeks  old),  and  when 
the  writer  of  this  article  found  three  coats 
but  little  protection  from  the  severities  of 
the  weather  in  railway  travelling.  The 
eggs  are  freely  produced,  and  assimilate 
very  closely  to  Cochins,  both  in  flavour 
and  appearance.  They  carry  favourable 
ideas  as  to  their  flesh  whilst  living^  but  it 
has  not  been  my  lot  yet  to  see  them  cooked, 
though  I  have  heard  those  who  have 
tasted  them  speak  favourably. 

Malays  are  not  free  layers ;  they  are 
fowls  naturally  very  hardy,  but  most  cruel 
and  vindictive  to  all  around  them,  what- 
ever poultry  it  may  be ;  thej;  stand  a  damp 
soil  weU  (but  not  confinement)  ;  the  flesh 
is  good,  abundantly  supplied,  the  wings, 
merry-thought,  and  breast,  telling  very 
favourably  under  the  hands  of  an  ex- 
perienced carver. 

The  Polish,  except  on  dry  upland,  warm 
soils,  are  tender  and  liable  to  disease;  if 
favourably  situated,  they  are  good 
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lading  fowls.  Both  the  eggs  and  flesh 
of  the  fowls  themselves  are  good,  but  the 
chickens  grow  slowly.  Under  damp  and 
hardships,  they  suffer  severely,  both  old 
and  young. 

The  Hamburgs.  Here  perhaps  we  have 
fowls  whose  laying  properties  are  un- 
equalled, but  then  most  or  all  the  eggs  of 
tms  variety  are  produced  at  that  season  of 
the  year  when  eggs  are  most  plentifiil; 
those  of  the  golden  spangled  are  large  when 
compared  with  the  eggs  of  the  pencilled 
varieties,  and  I  am  persuaded,  as  regards 
the  fowls  themselves,  the  spangled  of  both 
kinds  of  Hamburgs  are  the  most  hardy  and 
useful;  the  chicks  grow  rapidly,  carry 
well  of  flesh,  which  is  also  of  excellent 
flavour,  and,  on  a  favourable  site,  are 
easily  reared.  The  combined  produce 
generally,  too  (both  of  chickens  and  eggs), 
is  found  satisfactory  to  their  owners,  while 
their  great  beauty  is  no  mean  addition  to 
their  other  good  qualities. 

Spanish  must  have  a  warm,  dry,  and 
comfortable  "  walk  "  to  be  successful,  and, 
unless  these  essential  adjuncts  are  at  hand, 
I  have  not,  mth  purefy-bred  birds  (and  of 
such  only  am  I  now  speaking),  strong 
hopes  of  a  satisfactory  issue.  Under  hard- 
ships, such  fowls  are  undoubtedly  great 
sufferers ;  though,  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, perhaps  it  is  impossible  to 
select  any  variety  of  greater  beauty  or 
more  aristocratic  bearing,  still  more  so 
when  in  a  strong  light  all  the  metallic 
radiations  of  colour  in  their  plumage  tell 
wonderfully  in  their  favour  when  brought 
out  in  powerful  contrast  with  the  curd- 
like colour  of  the  face  and  ear-lobes.  Still, 
it  is  useless  to  deny  the  stem  fact,  that  the 
chickens  are  only  reared  with  considerable 
difficultv;  that  the  old  fowls  are  more 
susceptiole  thai!  others  of  injury  from  the 
effects  of  frost  to  the  wattles  and  comb, 
from  both  of  which  I  have  frequently 
known  large  pieces  "die  away,'*  to  the 
most  intense  suffering  of  the  poor  bird 
itself,  and  the  grievous  mortification  of  its 
owner ;  for  a  bird  thus  mutilated  is,  of 
course,  for  ever  useless  in  the  exhibition- 


room,  and  fearfully  injured  in  constitution. 
If  well  cared  for,  they  lay  freely,  and  very 
fine-sized  superior  eggs ;  the  chicks  for 
table  purposes  are  good-flavoured,  but  the 
deficiency  of  breast  in  "  dressed"  specimens 
is  apparent  on  the  most  trivial  inspection, 
besides  which,  they  while  yoimg  are  too 
apt  to  fail  as  to  "  condition." 

I  must  now  very  briefly  draw  to  a  con- 
clusion. The  foregoing  remarks  will  evi- 
dence some  of  the  leading  advantages  and 
also  faults  of  our  principal  purely-bred 
varieties;  it  wUl  be  also  seen  that  for 
winter-layers.  Cochins  are  the  fowls,  and 
where  eggs  are  required  in  the.  warmer 
periods  of  the  year,  the  Hamburgs  must 
claim  the  laurels,  from  the  combined 
advantages  of  prodtictiveness  and  hardihood^ 
features  which  I  have  forcibly  borne  in 
mind  throughout  the  whole  of  my  remarks, 
and  which  I  trust  may  prove  of  some 
little  use  to  your  agricultural  readers. 

I  thus  give  the  most  decided  preference 
to  purely-descended  stock  for  the  purposes 
of  the  egg  market,  and  here  I  will  draw 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  no  article  of 
farm  produce  sells  more  freely  than  eggs, 
the  demand  always  far  exceedinj^  the 
supply;  hence  their  advantages.  In  re- 
gara  to  chickens  (for  general  purposes 
only)  the  best  chickens  I  have  ever  seen, 
are  the  product  of  a  cross  between  a  Malay 
and  Dorking.  All  the  hens  are  of  the 
latter  breed,  and  like  the  sire,  are  each 
quite  pure  of  their  variety ;  the  chicks 
assimilate  verv  closely  in  their  genercU 
contour  rmth  the  maternal  parent^  but  in 
great  size,  and  constitution,  they  very  far 
outvie  the  competition  of  surrounding 
farms,  where  equal  care  is  lavished  on  the 
poultry.  The  mistress  of  this  farm  boasts, 
^^  she  can  always  bring  her  chicks  to  mar- 
ket, at  any  age,  fit  for  killing,  from  a 
pound  to  two  pounds  heavier  than  her 
neighbours;  consequently,  from  eighteen 
pence  to  two  shillings  superior  price  per 
couple  is  always  attained,  and  deaths 
rarely  oecurC*  None  of  these  chicks  are 
ever  kept  as  stock,  but  killed  off  every 
season,  and  the  profits  (from  a  diaiy  I 
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there  saw)  were  far  from  inconsiderable ; 
whilst  the  farm  is  not  by  any  means  cal- 
culated for  the  production  of  delicate 
varietiesy  being  very  bleakly  situated,  a 
cold  clayey  soO,  and  but  ill  drained ;  so 
that  natural  advantages  of  situation  are 
sadly  in  their  disfavour.  As  their  ml$te 
far  the  table  is  the  real  test-atone  of 
utility^  to  that  only  have  I  strictly  ad- 
hered, leaving  both  pei'sonal  fancies,  and 
fancy  prices,  altogether  out  of  the  question. 

E.H. 


Schedule  of  fhe  Soyal  Agricnltoral 
Society. 

Extracts  relating  to  Poultry  from  the 
Schedule  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. The  meeting  is  to  take  place  at 
Lincoln,  during  the  week  commencing 
Monday,  the  17th  of  July,  1854. 


Begolations  for  the  Poultry  Department. 

1. — Members  of  the  Society  to  pay  2s.  6d.,  and 
non-members  5s.  on  each  pen. 

2.T-A11  pens  will  be  disqualified  if  the  plumage 
of  the  burds  shall  have  been  trimmed^  removed, 
or  otherwise  tampered  with. 

3.  Proper  persons  will  be  appointed  by  the 
Society  to  attend  to  and  feed  the  birds  sent 
without  a  servant  in  charge. 

4. — ^After  the  show,  the  Society's  men  only  will 
be  allowed  to  remove  the  birds  from  the  pens, 
and  place  them  in  the  baskets. 

5. — In  all  cases,  the  birds  will  only  be  given  to 
the  *'  Delivery  Order/*  signed  by  the  exhibitor 
or  his  servant;  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  for 
the  exhibitors  to  furnish  their  servants,  or  the 
carriers  who  are  to  apply  for  the  birds,  with  the 
deHverv  order  as  above  named. 

6. — In  no  case  will  the  Society  be  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  either  the  birds  or  the  packages. 


Prizes  for  Improving  the  Breeds  of  Farm 
Poultry. 

Class  l.-DORKING  FOWLS;  Chickens  of 

1854. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  cock  and  two 

pullets .£5    0  0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     3    0  0 

Totheownerofthethird-best    ditto     2    0  0 

To  the  owner  of  the  fourth-best  ditto     10  0 


Class  2.~D0RKING  FOWLS;  more  than 

one  year  old. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens £b    0  0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     3    0  0 

To  the  owner  of  the  third-best    ditto     2    0  0 

To  the  owner  of  the  fourth-best  ditto     10  0 


Class  3.— DORKING  COCKS;  of  any  age. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Dorking  Cock 

of  any  age       2    0    0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     10    0 


I 


I 


Class  4.~SPANISH  FOWLS. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens  500 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto  3  0  0 
To  the  owner  of  the  third -best  ditto  2  0  0 
To  the  owner  of  the  fourth- best  ditto     1    0    0   I 


Class  5.— SPANISH  COCKS;  of  any  ago. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Spanish  Cock 
ofanyage 2    0    0 


Class  6. —COCHIN   CHINA   FOWLS; 
Chickens  of  1854. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Pullets 5  0  1 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     3  0  < 

To  the  owner  of  the  third-best     ditto     2  0  < 

To  the  owner  of  the  fourth-best  ditto     1  0  ( 


Class  7.— COCHIN  CHINA  COCKS ;  of  any 

age. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Codiin  China 
Cock  ofanyage  2    0    0 


Class  8.— BRAMAH  POOTRA  FOWLS. 
Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets  or  Hens   ..300 


Class  9.— GAME  FOWLS. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens 5 

To  the  owner  of  tiie  second-best  ditto     2 
To  the  owner  of  the  third-best     ditto     1 


Class  10.— GAME  COCKS;  ofanyage. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Game  Cock  of 
any  age  . .        . .     ' 2    0 
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Class  ll.-HAMBURG  FOWLS;  Golden 
Pencilled. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens £2    0    0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     10    0 


Class  12.  — HAMBURG  FOWLS;  SUrer 
Pencilled. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens 2    0    0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     10    0 


Class  13.— HAMBURG  FOWLS;  Golden 

Spangled. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens 2    0    0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     10    0 


Class   14.  — HAMBURG  FOWLS;  SUver 
Spangled. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens     ..  2    0    0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     10    0 


Class  15.— MALAY  FOWLS. 

To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens 2    0    0 

To  the  owner  ofthe  second -best  ditto     10    0 


Class  16.— POLAND  FOWLS. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Cock  and  two 

Hens 3 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     2 
To  the  owner  of  the  third-best     ditto     1 


Class  17.— TURKEYS. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Turkey  Cock 

and  two  Hens 3 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     2 
To  the  owner  of  the  third-best     ditto     1 


Class  18.— GEESE. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Gander  and 

twoGeeee        3 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto    '  2 
To  the  owner  of  the  third-best     ditto     1 


Clas^  19.-AYLESBURY  DUCKS. 
To  the  o?mer  of  the  best  Drake  and  two 

Ducks 3    0 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     2    0 
To  the  owner  of  the  third-best    ditto     1    0 


Class  20.-ROUEN  DUCKS. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Drake  andtwo 

Ducks £3 

To  the  owner  of  tiie  second-best  ditto     2 
To  the  owner  of  the  third-best     ditto     1 


Class  21.— DUCKS  of  any  other  variety. 
To  the  owner  of  the  best  Drake  and  two 

Ducks 2.0O 

To  the  owner  of  the  second-best  ditto     10    0 


Bxtracts  from  "  General  Beg^ilations." 
Certificates. 

1.— The  necessary  printed  forms  of  certificates 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary^  at  No.  12, 
HanoTer-square,  London,  by  persons  desirous  of 
exhibiting  five  stock. 

2.— No  stock  whatever  will  be  admitted  for  ex- 
hibition unless  the  necessary  certificates,  filled 
in,  upon  the  printed  forms  prescribed  complete, 
and  signed  by  the  exhibitor  (or  his  agent)  in  the 
manner  directed,  have  been  ddivered  to  tlie 
secretary,  or  sent  (postage  free)  directed  to  lum, 
so  as  to  reach  No.  12,  Hanover-square,  London, 
on  or  before  the  l»t  qfJune.  The  secretary  will 
acknowledge,  by  return  of  post,  the  due  receipt 
and  redstration  of  the  certificates. 

6.— The  age  of  each  ^imal,  calculated  up  to 
the  1st  of  July  (instead  of,  as  formerly,  np  to 
the  day  of  the  Show),  must  be  stated  in  the  cer- 
tificate. 

8.— In  every  certificate  for  live  stock  the  ex- 
hibitor will  be  required  to  sign  an  engagement, 
to  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Society  the  sum  of  £20, 
as  and  for  liquidated  damages,  if  the  animal,  or 
any  of  the  animals  (as  the  case  may  be)  which  he 
exhibits  are,  to  his  knowled^,  suflfering  onder 
any  contagions  or  infectious  disease. 

We  do  not  know  whether  this  last  regu- 
lation can  be  put  in  force  with  regard  to 
poultry,  but  if  this  description  of  stock 
can  be  reckoned  of  sufiBicient  importance, 
we  think  it  ahould. 

Arrival  of  Live  Stock. 

9.— No  stock  whatever  will  be  admitted  into 
the  yard  for  exhibition,  unless  the  necessary  cer- 
tificate has  been  sent  to  the  secretary  at  the  proper 
time. 

10.— All  stock  entered  for  exhibition  may  be 
brought  to  the  show- yard  between  the  hours  of 
eight  in  the  morning  and  six  in  the  afternoon  of 
Monday,  the  ITlh  of  July,  and  must  all  be  in  tbe 
yard  by/otir  p.m.  on  Tuetday,  the  18/A  qfJuip, 
and  none  will  be  admitted  after  the  latter  hour. 
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11. — ^The  parchment  ticket,  which  will  be  sent 
by  the  director,  must  be  firmly  tied  on  each 
animai,  before  it  is  brought  to  the  gate; 

12. — ^The  "  Admission-order,"  which  will  also 
be  sent  by  the  director  for  stock  properly  entered^ 
must  be  delivered  to  the  gate-keeper  of  the  yard 
by  &e  person  who  brings  the  stock  for  admission. 

DEPABTtTRE  OP  StOCK  AFTER  THE   ShOW. 

13. — All  stock  must  remain  in  the  show-yard 

'  until  after  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 

,    the  2l8t  of  July,  and  as  mueh  longer  as^  the 

•  director  may  consider  it  necessary. 

,        14. — No  animal  can  be  removed  from  its  place, 

or  taken  out  of  the  show-yard,  without  leave  in 

,    wilting  from  the  director  or  the  stewards  of  the 

I    cttttle-yard. 

I      16. — If  any  anim  al  shall  not  have  been  removed 
I    on  Uie  evening  of  Friday,  it  will  not  be  permitted 
j    to  leave  the  yard  until  six  o'dodt  on  Saturday 
morning. 

17.— The  "Delivery-order,"  filled  up  and 
signed  by  the  exhibitor  or  bis  agent,  must  be 
ddivered  to  the  gate-keeper :  no  stock  can  be 
removed  vnthout  it. 

General  Rules. 
18. — Caution. — In  order  to  prevent  disap- 
pointment, all  persons  intending  to  become  ex- 
\  I  hibitors  of  live  stock,  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  pigs, 
1|  ham  poultry,   or   long  wool,   at  the   Lincoln 
.  Meeting,  must  distinctly  understand,  that  no 

I  certificate  will,  under  any  circumstances,  or  on 
any  plea,  be  accepted,  unless  delivered  or  for- 

I I  waraed  (properly  filled  up  and  completed),  so  as 
'  to  reach  the  office  of  the  Society,  No.  12,  Hanoter- 

square,  London,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  June, 
1854. 

20.  Any  |)er80n  who  shall  have  been  shown,  to 
tiie  aatisfaction  of  the  C!ouncil,  to  have  been  ex- 
dnded  from  exhibiting  for  prises  at  the  exhibition 
dr  any  society,  in  consequence  of  having  been 
convicted  of  an  attempt  to  obtain  a  prize  by 
giving  a  false  certificate,  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
compete  for  any  of  the  prizes  offered  by  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England,  or  at  any 
of  their  meetings. 

21.-^Any  pnze  wiU  be  withheld,  when  the 
jndffes  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  not  sufficient 
merit  in  the  stock  exhibited  for  such  prize  to 
justify  an  award. 

22. — All  servants  coming  in  charge  of  stock  WiU 
be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  director  and 
stewards  of  the  cattle-yard. 

25. — In  order  to  check  the  non-exhibition  of 
aniiiMilB  which  have  been  entered  for  the  Show, 
thus  causing  the  Society  to  make  unnecessary 
pieparations,  and  incur  unnecessary  expenses. 


il 


and  also  to  prevent  the  show-yard  firom  being 
disananged,  a  find  of  106.  will  be  letfed  ito  each 
entry  of  stock  which  shall  not  be  exhibited,  un- 
less a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the  exhibitor, 
or  his  authorised  agent>  be  lodged  wHh  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Society  on  or  before  the  day  of  ex- 
hibition, proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council 
that  such  non-exhibition  is  caused  by  one  or 
other  of  the  following  circumstances— 1st,  the 
death  of  the  animal  or  animals ;  2nd,  contagious 
or  infectious  disease;  or,  3rd,  unayoidable  in- 
jury, sufficient  to  prevent  such  stock  firom  being 
exmbited. 


Instruotions  to  the  Director  and  Stewards. 

1. — ^The  director  and  stewards  are  instruoted  to 
take  care  that  no  member  of  Coundl,  governor 
or  member  of  the  Society,  stranger,  or  exhibitor, 
be  admitted  into  the  cattle-yard,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  until  the  awards  of  the  judges 
shall  have  been  delivered  to  the  director. 

2. — ^The  Council  delegates  full  power  to  the 
director  and  stewards  to  enforce  all  the  aboye 
regulations. 

3.— The  director  and  stewards  of  the  yard  are 
requested  to  report  to  the  secretary  the  names  of 
any  parties  who  have  not  exhibited  as  entered  at 
the  Show. 

4.— The  stewards  of  the  cattle^-yard  shall  re- 
port to  the  Council  annually  their  observations 
on  the  exhibition  of  stock. 

•  Protests. 

The  stewards  will  be  instructed  to  endeavour 
if  possible  to  decide  aU  protests  against  the 
awards  of  the  judges  at  the  coun^  meeting,  be. 
fore  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting;  that  such 
protests  shall  be  delivered  to  the  stewards,  at  the 
directors'  office,  in  the  show-yard,  before  six 
o'clock  on  the  Thursday  eveninR  of  the  show- 
week  ;  and  that  no  protest  shall  be  subsequently 
received,  unless  satisfactory  reasons  be  assigned 
for  the  delav. 

*«*  As  the  Annual  Prize  Sheets  are  finally 
settled  by  the  Council,  at  the  date  prescribed  by 
the  bye-laws,  no  alteration  in  the  amount  or  con- 
dition of  the  prizes  offered  by  the  society  can  be 
subsequently  made.  Cheques  fbr  the  amount  of 
prizes  awarded  at  the  country  meetings  of  the 
Society  are  drawn  after  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Council  held  in  London  io  the  ensuing  month 
of  August,  and  forwarded  by  post  to  the  respective 
parties. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

.  James  HtrnsoN,  Secretai^y. 

Londdn*  March  1st,  1854. 
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How  to  get  up  a  SueoeasM  Poultry 
Show,  and  make  it  self-supportixig. 

Your  **  Correspondent  living  in  Kent " 
wishes  to  have  some  suggestions  to  enable 
him  to  obtain  the  aboye  very  desirable 
result  I  will  give  him  a  few  off-hand 
(that  is  if  you  think  them  worth  inserting), 
[We  do  indeed. — En.J  which  I  know  were 
acted  upon  in  one  instance  with  success, 
the  committee  having  a  balance  at  their 
bankers'  of  some  £12,  after  paying  all 
expenses.  So  confident  do  they  now  feel 
of  the  show  proving  self-supporting,  that 
they  have  this  year  doubled  the  amount 
of  their  "Prize  money/*  and  intend  to 
purchase  pens. 

1st.  Choose  a  committee  from  men  whose 
position  will  prove  the  respectability  of 
the  affair ;  they  must  not  be  fine  gentle- 
men, afraid  to  touch  a  fowl, — and  do  not 
have  one  who  would  be  likely  to  answer 
as  one  did  to  me,  when  I  asked  him  to 
assist  in  unpacking — "  No,  thank  you,  I'd 
rather  not ;  iVe  not  been  accustomed  to 
that  sort  of  thing.'* 

2nd.  Secure  a  good  working  honorary 
secretary,  if  possible,  not  one  who  has  a 
latent  idea  that  the  position  of  secretary  to 
a  *'  cock  show  "  is  something  ridiculous  or 
degrading.  And  here  I  would  remark, 
that  after  a  first  successful  show,  a  paid 
secretary,  would  be  desirable  for  many 
reasons. 

3rd.  Decide  to  take  all  tlie  responsibility 
and  work  on  yourselves,  and  to  allow  the 
expected  profit  to  stand  over  for  another. 

4th.  Get  an  experienced  person  to  give 
you  a  prize  list  suited  to  the  locality  and 
"pluck**  of  the  committee.  Above  all, 
decide  to  give  £10  or  so  in  prizes  to  the 
cottagers  occupying  houses  under  a  certain 
rental  (say  £8  a  year),  and  within  a  j^ven 
distance  (say  fiy^  miles)  of  the  exhibition, 
and  allow  them  to  exhibit  their  birds /r«e 
of  all  charge.  Vqtj  likely  the  birds  may 
not  be  worth  the  prize  money,  but  they 
will  be  better  another  year. 

dth.  Solicit  donations  from  all  wealthy 


parties  locally  interested,  and  gain  permis- 
sion to  use  tndr  names  as  patrons.  You 
can  do  so  with  a  good  grace  if  you  adopt 
the  two  last  recommendations,  and  maKe 
it  understood  that  you  will  not  "  cut  and 
come  again;**  you  only  want  them  to  am«^ 
in  gtarHng  so  denrable  an  afiair.  If  they 
are  at  afi  doubtftil,  send  them  No.  3  of 
the  "Poultry  Chronicle,"  and  call  their 
attention  to  the  article  under  the  head  of 
"Poultry  Mania." 

6th.  Fix  the  days  of  the  show  as  soon 
as  you  find  you  meet  with  proper  encou- 
ragement, and  advertise  them  at  once  in 
the  "Cottage  Gardener,"  "Gardeners* 
Chronicle,"  and,  though  last,  &c.,  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle.**  The  show  ought 
not  to  continue  more  than  two  days,  but 
you  can  have  &  private  view  alter  two  o'clock 
on  the  judging  day,  to  which  your  sub- 
scribers should  be  admitted  free,  and  other 
parties  on  payment  of  5s.  or  so. 

7th.  Engage  the  sympathy  of  the  nearest 
railway  company,  and  endeavour  to  have 
cheap  trains  put  on  from  any  populous 
town  in  the  neighbourhood  on  the  days  of 
the  show  ;  and  if  in  addition,  you  can  get 
the  birds  conveyed  to  and  from  the  show 
for  one  fare,  your  exhibitors  will  be  more 
numerous  and  better  pleased. 

8th.  Charge  so  mucn  (28.  6d.  or  3s.)  ad- 
mission each  pen,  in  preference  to  making 
exhibitors  subscribe  a  large  sum  and 
exhibit  four  or  six  pens.  To  have  a  good 
first  show  your  prizes  ought  to  be  good 
and  your  admission  low.  Trusting  to 
your  donations  to  make  up,  and  if  they 
are  not  very  liberal,  it  would  be  better 
to  hire  than  to  purcluMe  pens. 

Catalogues  for  a  first  show,  which  would 
probably  not  exceed  300  pens,  ought  not  to 
cost  3d.  each,  and  being  sold  at  Is.  would 
realize  a  satisfactory  profit.  It  is  very 
important  to  have  the  catalogues  ready  to 
sell  on  the  opening  of  the  doors  for  the 
private  view.  The  list  of  awards  can  be 
printed  on  a  separate  sheet. 

So  much  has  been  written  about  feeding 
exhibition  birds  and  the  necessity  of  their 
despatch  a  few  hours  after  the  close  of 
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the  show,  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to 
attempt  any  directions.  The  committee 
musty  however,  have  an  O'Connell  kind  of 
feeling,  and  he  prepared  to  ^^die  on  the 
floor  of  the  house  "  to  accomj^lish  it.  They 
must  also  sharpen  their  wits  to  reply  to 
a  few  sarcastic  observations  ;  a  little  good- 
humoured  *^  tit-for-tat "  does  no  harm. 

In  conclusion,  I  sign  myself  as  I  have 
been  christened  by  my  would-be  facetious 
brother.  The  Fowl  Badger. 


Poultry  Honses  and  Fonltry  Bnildings. 

Ik  these  poultry-loving  days,  we  are  con- 
stantly asked  to  give  descriptions  of  houses 
for  the  fowls.  We  will  endeavour  to  do  so, 
and  to  suit  every  amateur's  means.  We 
will  first  describe  such  as  can  and  should 
be  made  by  those  who  can  afford  to  make 
good  ones. 

Choose  a  southern  aspect,  and  if  possi- 
ble let  it  be  built  at  the  top  of  a  rising 
ground. 

The  walls  of  the  house  should  be  9  feet 
high ;  it  should  then  be  lightly  ceiled  with 
laUi  and  plaster.  In  the  ceiling  should  be 
five  openings ;  one  4  inches  f ropi  each  cor- 
ner, and  one  in  the  centre.  The  roof  shouldf, 
in  the  centre,  be  3  feet  above  the  ceiling,  and 
bricks  should  be  left  out  of  the  walls  at  the 
two  extremities  above  the  ceiling,  to  cause 
a  constant  current,  which  will  carry  away 
the  vitiated  air  that  rises  from  the  house 
through  the  openings  in  the  ceiling.  The 
roof  snould  be  slanting  both  ways  from  the 
middle,  should  project  a  foot  beyond  the 
building,  and  be  provided  with  spouts  to 
carry  off  the  wet.  The  door  should  not  be 
in  the  middle  of  the  building ;  but  if  the 
length  of  it  be  15  feet,  then  it  should  be  3 
feet  from  one  end.  The  walls  should  be 
lime-whited.  The  floor  should  be  of  gravel, 
rammed  down  hard,  and  should  rise  in 
every  direction  from  the  door,  so  as  to  give 
a  fail  to  it.  The  surface  should  be  level, 
tliat  no  dirt  may  accumulate.  In  such  a 
house  as  this^  15  feet  long,  10  feet  high. 


and  8  feet  deep,  thirty  fowls  will  roost 
with  perfect  comfort.  There  is,  of  course, 
room  for  inany  more ;  but  as  we  are  writing 
for  those  who  can  afford  to  follow  their 
fancy,  we  would  always  rather  advise  three 
such  houses,  even  were  they  smaller,  than 
one  very  extensive  one.  If,  then,  the  house 
be  15  feet  long,  and  the  door  be  put  3  feet 
from  one  end,  there  will  be  9  feet  of  solid 
wall,  without  break  of  any  sort;  Here,  at 
distances  of  2  feet  aparty  and  not  more  than 
24  inches  from  the  ground,  the  perches 
should  be  put^  running  across  the  house, 
not  the  length  of  it.  These  perches  should 
be  poles  sawed  in  half,  measuring,  when 
whole,  14  inches  in  circumference.  They 
should  be  fastened  to  their  supports  with 
the  round  side  uppermost.  On  the  other 
side  of  the  house,  and  away  from  the 
perches,  the  laying-boxes  should  be  made. 
They  would'  be  on  the  ground,  and 
very  simple  in  their  construction,  being 
nothing  more  than  a  number  of  boards, 
18  inches  wide  and  24  high,  fastened  to  the 
wall  at  distances  of  15  inches.  In  front  of 
them  should  be  a  bead  1  inch  high,  for 
cleanliness  sake,  and  to  prevent  the  eggs 
from  rolling  out.  Each  house  should  have 
a  window  6  feet  from  the  ground  ;  but  one 
that  in  winter  will  shut  quite  close. 

The  sitting-house  should  be  quite  dis- 
tinct from  the  roosting  or  laying  houses. 
It  may  be  made  like  the  others,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  door  should  be  dose  to 
the  end  wall,  and  the  part  allotted  to 
perches  in  the  other  must  here  be  given  to 
sitting-boxes.  These  are  made  like  the 
laying-places ;  but  the  width  of  the  board 
should  be  2  feet,  and  its  height  30  inches. 
The  bead  may  be  put  18  inches  from  the 
wall,  as  in  laying-pens.  This  house  should 
have  two  windows,  for  purposes  both  of 
ventilation  and  light ;  because,  when  the 
hens  are  sitting  the  door  must  be  kept 
shut,  and  in  hot  weather  tiie  birds  require 
air.  We  think  this  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary for  fowls,  in  the  way  of  houses,  for 
either  laying  or  sitting. 

The  immediate  space  in  front  of  the 
building  should  be  hard,  diy  gravel,  for  a 
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space  of  12  or  14  feet,  and  beyond  that 
grass. 

We  would  now  state  why,  where  the 
expense  is  not  an  object,  we  prefer  several 
houses  to  one.  First,  because  the  fowls 
are  more  comfortable,  and  do  not  huddle 
together  as  they  do  when  considerable 
numbers  are  in  one  house,  howerer  large 
it  may  be.  Next,  it  prevents  much  fight- 
ing among  the  cocks,  as  they  will  take  to 
their  separate  apartments.  Hens,  also, 
sit  better  when  they  are  not  too  numerous 
in  the  same  place.  We  have  given  the 
extreme  sizes  of  nests  both  for  laying  and 
sitting ;  and  where  they  take  up  too  much 
space,  they  may  safely  be  reduced  3  inches 
for  sitting  or  6  for  laying,  by  placing  the 
partitions  nearer  together.  Another  advan- 
tage of  having  several  houses  is,  it  will  ena- 
ble amateurs  to  keep  divers  sorts  in  perfect 
health,  and  quite  distinct,  thus  doing  away 
with  the  baneful^  practice  of  allowing  the 
hena  only  to  be  at  liberty,  and  keeping  the 
cocks  constantly  immured. 

This  brings  us  to  another  style  of  house, 
adapted  for  those  who,  although  in  what 
the  world  calls  easy  circumstances,  still, 
from  prudential  or  other  motives,  wish  in 
every  respect  to  do  as  much  as  they  can  at 
a  small  cost.  They  wish,  on  a  small  space, 
to  keep  two  or  three  different  sorts,  and  to 
have  them  all  in  high  condition.  This, 
again,  is  not  difficult,  and  we  will  give  our 
own  experience,  which  has  been  most  suc- 
cessful. Having  much  ambition,  little 
space,  and  less  money,  we  sought  to  do  as 
much  as  possible  witn  small  means.  We 
built  a  row  of  houses  4  feet  deep,  15  feet 
long,  7  feet  high  in  front  and  5  feet  be- 
hind'; one  brick  thick  throughout.  We 
divided  it  into  three  houses  of  equal  size ; 
the  partition  being  of  brick  to  tne  height 
of  4  feet,  and  boards  above,  with  i  inch 
openings  left  for  ventilation.  The  doors 
were  behind.  In  the  front  wall,  at  mea- 
sured distances,  being  the  centre  of  each 
house,  and  close  under  the  roof,  seven 
small  openings  were  left  to  admit  air.  The 
roof  was  of  plain  tiles  laid  on  straw.  The 
doors  were  in  the  comer  of  each  pen,  giving 


a  sheltered  portion  of  the  space  forxwsrches. 
The  laying-pens  were  parallel  with  the 
door,  which  opened  outwards.  There  were 
three  openings  to  the  runs,  which  were 
divided  by  wire  netting  6  feet  high,  and 
hurdled  at  bottom  wim  common  sheep- 
huidles,  to  prevent  the  cocks  from  fighting 
through  the  wire.  The  space  afibrded  to 
each  walk  was  increased  by  jutting  the 
openings  one  at  each  extremity  of  the 
building,  the  other  in  the  middle..  The 
space  afforded  to  each  breed  must  of  course 
be  subject  to  the  extent  at  command  ;  but 
it  will  be  seen  that  by  this  arrangement 
the  middle  run  may  be  14  feet  widhe,  and 
the  others  at  will  or  convenience.  But  we 
shall  perhaps  do  more  good  by  giving  the 
most  limited  space  in  which  fowls  will  do 
well.  Our  pens  are  grass,  8  feet  wide  and 
20  long ;  in  each  we  keep  a  cock  and  six 
hens,  and  their  condition  and  health  are 
perfect.  A  lower  fence  is  sufficient  to  sepa- 
rate Cochin  China  fowls ;  but  with  Spanish, 
Dorking,  Polish,  or  Hamburgs,  the  wings 
must  be  cut  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
mixture.  All  this  was  done  at  a  trifling 
expense. 

We  have  also  used,  and  still  use,  a  much 
cheaper  house,  which  answers  every  pur- 
pose where  only  one  sort  of  fowl  is  kept, 
and  they  are  only  seven  or  eight  in  num- 
ber. It  is  made  entirely  of  wood,  6  feet 
deep,  6§  feet  wide;  6i  feet  high  in  the 
centre,  1  foot  lower  at  the  sides,  from  the 
slanting  of  the  roof.  The  door  is  in  the  middle 
in  front ;  on  the  one  side  are  four  laying- 
boxes,  on  the  other  a  perch,  which  is  also 
carried  round  at  the  end.  This  house  has 
no  bottom,  and  is  easily  moveable.  Seven 
or  eight  fowls  do  well  in  it ;  and  the  whole 
cost  was  £2.  Holes  were  bored  at  top  for 
ventilation. 

Nothing  is  more  useful  as  a  poultry 
building  than  a  covered  shed  for  chickens 
in  wet  weather,  and  we  mention  it  because 
manv  an  old  place  is  pulled  down  which 
would  be  invaluable.  Such  a  shed  is  not 
expensive  ;  it  is  a  thatched  skeleton  roof, 
closed  with  paling  at  one  end  and  one  side, 
those  most  exposed  being  of  Kiourse  chosen. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


It  is  essential  to  eonakder  all  these  little 
comforts  and  appliances.  Fowls  do  not 
like  to  sit  wet ;  and  where  they  have  no 
sach  covered  place  as  this,  they  get  into 
their  roosting-houses,  or  under  ricks  or  the 
roofis  of  outhuildings.  At  all  events,  if  the 
old  birds  are  denied  it,  let  the  chickens 
have  it  in  their  yard,  and  let  it  be  well  sup- 
plied \^ith  wood-ashes  and  gravel.  If  pos- 
sible, let  your  cliicken-run  be  quite  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  your  old  fowls. 

J.B. 


%  mafi  f ttttr-iffj. 


COCHIN  CBINA  FOWLS. 

SiK, — After  various  peregrinations, 
dangers,  and  injuries,  arising  from  the 
extravagant  expectations  of  some,  the 
cupidity  of  many,  the  trickery  of  not  a 
few,  the  fickleness  of  others  —  notwith- 
standing white  comb,  roup,  diarrhoea, 
partial  paralysis,  and  almost  all  the 
nameabie  and  naiaeless  ills  that  cocks  are 
(now-a-days)  heirs  to,  and  the  ten  thousand 
quackeries  and  nostrums  of  toould-appear- 
unse  charlatans,  which  as  inward  and 
outwaM  applications  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  submit  to, — and  in  spite  of  sun- 
dry pokes  and  knocks  from  umbrellas, 
parasols,  gold  and  silver  knobbed  walking- 
stidks,  of  young  maids,  old  maids,  and 
matrons,  of  ffentlem&Xf  and  simplemen, 
downs,  clergvmen,  and  tradesmen,  pro- 
fessionals, ana  snobs,  at  sundry  shows  and 
sales— -not  to  name  tail  pulling,  ordinary 
and  extraordinary,  hackle-trimming  and 
plumage-tinting — here  I  am,  after  long 
loss  of  voice,  able  vet  to  crow !  Some- 
times  in  pity  for  the  victimized,  some- 
times in  scorn  at  the  biters  now  bitten  ; 

I  now,  in  sympathy  with  the  honest  and  too 
confiding  purchasfsrs  of  first-rate  (?)  stock, 

\  and  anon  in  wratli  at  HnenrofeMai  genUe- 
men  whose  ungenilemamy  conduct  has 
become  a  byword. 


I  am,  thank  goodneiss,  in  exoeUent 
quarters  at  present,  but  overheard  my 
owner  say,  it  was  "  all  up  "  with  Cochins 
now,  and  that  he  should  sell  ofi^  like 
others ;  so  that  I  am  in  daily  expectation 
of  an  advertisement  to  the  efiect,  that 
Mr.  Stevens  or  Mr.  Bra^  is  instructed  to 
ofier  for  public  competition,  the  world- 
renowned  stock  of  Sir  Knownothing 
Nobody,  and  of  course  a  change  for  better 
or  for  worse. 

Ah  !  sir,  you  little  think  how  rejoioed 
we  all  are,  who  have  any  pretensions  to 
Cochinism  about  us,  that  it  is  ^  all  up," 
as  they  cal^  it,  with  Cochins,  because  now 
only  real  amateurs  will  keep  us,  and  that 
for  the  simple  love  of  poultry,  not  gain 
onfyy  and  hence  we  have  a  [prospect  of  a  i 
somewhat  quiet  life,  which  for  years  has 
been  denied  us.  We  shall  no  longer  be 
crowded  by  hundreds  into  a  space  fit  only 
for  !a  dozen,  and  so  be  spared  the  necessity 
of  the  filthv  and  nauseous  druss  thrust 
down  our  throats  by  something  less  than 
the  peck ;  our  young  ones  will  have  room 
for  developement,  and,  instead  of  mis- 
formed  abortions  and  wrecks,  our  cha- 
racter for  symmetry  will  be  regained,  and 
a  fair,  not  extravagant  price  realized  for 
good  specimens,  whether  adorned  with  a 
pretty  tippet,  or  in  plain  quakerish  garb, 
because  tiie  market  will  be  no  longer 
glutted,  but  amply  supplied. 

To  tell  the  plain  nonest  truth,  I  cant 
hardly  recognize  an^  marks  of  Cochins 
left,  in  some  of  the  things  now  called  such ; 
forthev  have  so  run  after  pure  canary, 
bufif,  &c.,  that  aU  has  been  sacrificed  to 
colour. 

It  is  quite  a  novelty  to  see  such  as  those 
with  whom  I  used  to  run  in  my  old 
master's  farm.  They  had  deep  breasts, 
short  legs,  and  were  as  well  covered 
with  meat  as  a  Dorking.  But  oh,  how 
changed ! 

You  can  scarcely  credit  the  joy  that  is 
difiiised  through  one  section  of  we  Cochin 
world,  and  gnef  through  the  other,  at  the 
change  from  pounds  to  shillings  in  our 
marketable  value.    The  former  deriving 
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pleasure  from  delirerance  from  the  crowd 
and  from  extra  comfort ;  the  other,  because 
worthless,  being  consigned  to  the  pot,  as 
they  sigl^  ^*To  what  vile  nses  have  we 
come."  Nor  is  our  pleasure  lessened  when 
we  look  on  and  listen  to  the  altered  looks 
and  tone, of  Cochin  fanciers.  Now,  we 
overhear  Messrs.  Easy  and  Credit-all 
lamenting  their  folly  in  giving  such  enor- 
mous sums  for  such  numbers,  without  a 
solitary  hope  of  reimbursement.  Then 
Messrs.  Cheatem  and  Doembrown  chuck- 
ling with  unhallowed  delight  at  their 
wretchedness  and  their  own  successful 
trickery.  Here  poor  Mr.  Se)foomplacent 
is  bewailing  his  obstinacy  in  not  listening 
io  advice.  Ben  Burntfingers  is  purposely 
avoiding  all  his  old  companions,  and  if,  by 
accident,  meeting  them,  coolly  remarking 
that  he  has  ^^cui**  the  fancy,  when  in 
truth  the  fancy  has  cut  him.  Sir  Timothy 
Topem  is  like  a  bear  robbed  of  her  whelps, 
because  robbed  of  the  chance  of  another 
season  of  profits,  blaming  all  but  the  right 
one,  namely,  himself.  Mr.  Winkum  still 
declares  that  no  one  bred  such  birds  as  he 
did,  thougli,  in  truth,  he  went  from  Jolm- 
'o-Groat's  to  Land's  End  to  buy  them,  and 
always  strutted  about  in  borrowed  plumes, 
and  many  others  are  cursing  the  day  when 
they  first  became  fanciers,  and  still  worse 
are  cursing  us  poor  Cochins,  and  why? 
Have  we  harmed  them  ?  No !  Their 
own  folly  alone  ;  for  had  they  not  been 
inoculated  for  the  simples,  they  could 
never  have  supposed  that  prices  so  purely 
fabulous  could  be  maintained,  if  ever 
realized.  Some  have  lost  hundreds,  and 
some,  whose  cash  is  easily  gotten,  and  as 
easily  spent,  have  lost  as  much,  but  have 
been  too  careless  to  know  it,  and  if  they 
knew  it,  are  too  cunning  to  tell  it  to 
others. 

There  is,  you  see,  an  advantage  in  every 
kind  of  life,  not  excepting  that  of  a  Cochin 
cock,  as  it  enables  me  to  look  on  unob- 
served, and  to  listen,  unsuspected,  to  the 
soliloquies  and  private  arrangements  of 
men. 

COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO-O-O-O. 


BIBMfNGBAM  8B0W. 


Mr.  Editor, — ^If  you  have  occasion  to 
write  again  about  the  Birmingham  show, 
perhaps  a  hint  from  you  (if  it  agree  with 
your  ideas)  might  alter  their  rule  that  a 
person  can  only  show  four  pens,  that  is, 
one  pen  in  each  of  four  classes,  though  he 
may  keep  a  dozen  sorts.  The  subscribers, 
of  course,  should  pay  in  the  same  propor- 
tion for  all  pens  ahove  four ;  but,  as  it  is 
now,  some  perhaps  may  think  if  they  go 
100  miles  to  exhibit  and  to  selly  the  chance 
of  selling  part  of  four  pens  would  not  be 
worth  whue  going  so  far  for. — Yours 
truly,  A.  B.  C. 

[The  difficulty  of  accommodating  the  vast 
assemblage  of  birds  which  the  fame  of  the 
Birmingmim  show  brings  together  yearly, 
has  rendered  the  restriction  of  which  our 
correspondent  complains,  imperative,  and 
when  we  come  to  consider  that  the  strong 
competition  thus  induced,  renders  a  com- 
mendation at  Birmingham  a  greater  honour 
and  more  enhancing  to  the  value  of  a  stock 
than  a  prize  elsewhere,  we  can  scarcely 
regret  the  restrictions  which  make  this  an 
exhibition  of  choice  potdtry,  not  a  pot&ltfy 
mart, — Ed.] 


ANDALUSIAN  FOWLS. 


Sir, — ^As  you  are  the  advocate  of  no 
party,  but  offer  your  columns  for  the  in- 
vestigation of  truth  and  interchange  of 
opinions,  *I  write  to  ask  you  and  other 
amateurs,  are  the  so-called  Andalusian 
fowls  a  distinct  variety,  or  are  they  not 
^from  a  cross  or  sport  of  nature  ?  I  hold  to 
the  latter,  and  will  tell  you  why,  prefacing 
it  by  saying  that  I  have  no  personal  feeling 
in  the  matter,  but  wish  to  aim  at  the  fact. 

Calling  on  an  acquaintance  a  little  time 
since,  I  noticed  a  fine-looking  Andalusian 
pullet,  and  on  inquiry  learnt  its  history. 
Walking  in  a  town  near  him,  my  friend 
saw  a  lot  of  Minorca  chickens,  and  this 
one  in  question,  and  the  owner  told  him. 
that  out  of  thirteen  of  his  own  Minorca 
eggs,  nine  or  ten  had  come  true,  and  this 
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one  variety  had  appeared  ;  he  sold  it  him 
for  2s.,  and  a  very  handsome  one  it  is. 
Again,  close  to  me  are  several  so-called 
Andalnsians,  hred  hy  a  Minorca  cock  out 
of  a  Maltese  hen  (very  few  persons  know 
the  latter  fowl,  which  is  of  a  orown  colour, 
and  in  all  respects  like  the  Minorca,  but 
with  a  larger  comb  and  laying  even  finer 
eggs).  Now,  wiUi  these  two  examples  be- 
fore me,  I  am  led  to  doubt  their  being  an 
original  breed,  but  should  like  to  hear  your 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  and  congratulating 
you  on  the  career  of  usefulness,  and  I  hope 
profit,  which  awaits  you,  and  hoping  you 
will  not  consider  me  an  intruder, 
I  am  yours  faithfuUy, 

T.B. 
QThe  Andalusian  fowls  were  introduced 
to  the  notice  of  amateurs  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  Shepherd's  Bush,  who  mentions  that 
some  of  his  original  stock  were  presented 
to  him  by  a  friend  in  Dublin,  and  the  re- 
mainder imported  by  himself  from  Spain. 
He  considers  them  a  perfectly  distinct  va- 
riety. Some  years  back  we  bred  from  a 
black  Spanish  cock  and  Malay  hen,  some 
blue  fowls,  which  remained  true  to  the 
colour  generation  after  generation.  They 
varied  in  comb :  the  last  remnant  of  the 
stock,  an  old  lady  seven  years  old,  bearing 
the  name  of  Mother  Grey,  tolerated  for 
old  acquaintance  sake,  still  runs  in  the 
poultry-yard. — ^Ed.] 


POINTS  OF  FOWLS. 

SiK, — Your  publication  is  a  very  ex- 
cellent one,  and  calculated  to  confer  the 
benefit  of  practical  information  upon  the 
poor  man  who  keeps  poultry  for  profit,  as 
well  as  to  convey  mstruction  ana  amuse- 
ment to  the  rich  man,  whose  poultry-yard 
is  his  diversion. 

You  have  already  conveyed  many  valu- 
able hints  to  both  tnese  classes  in  the  first 
numbers  of  your  publication.  Would  you 
allow  me  to  suggest  that  in  anticipation  of 
the  coming  poultry  shows,  a  chapter  on 
the  various  points  (I  think  your  contribu- 


tor «  W.  W."  says  there  are  nine)  required 
hy  judges  to  form  a  perfect  fowl,  would  be 
very  acceptable  to  many  of  your  readers. 
It  is  true  that  a  fowl  may  be  equally 
valuable  to  a  cottager,  whether  it  be  a  long- 
tailed  Cochin  or  a  lonff-legged  Dorking, 
supposing  one  to  lay  well  and  the  other  to 
be  plump  breasted;  but  let  ine  remark 
that  even  a  cottager  with  laudable  ambition 
would  rather  have  a  better  bird  than  a 
worse,  even  if  it  be  only  a  matter  of  ap- 
pearance. Whenever  it  is  a  question  of 
showing  poultry,  of  course  a  minute  de- 
scription of  the  different  merits  of  the 
various  breeds  is  invaluable. 

Thinking  such  a  subject  not  unworthy 
of  your  observation,  and  one  which,  if 
periodically  worked  out  in  your  paper, 
might  offer  most  valuable  food  for  the 
crop  of  many  a  sincere,  though  it  may  be, 
incoherent  poultry  fancier,  I  have  the 
honour  to  sign  myself,  your  obedient 
servant  and  subscriber,  ^iXopvtOa, 

[We  feel  sure  that  a  description  of  good 
specimens  of  different  kinds  of  fowls  is  a 
subject  which  will  receive  the  attention, 
not  only  of  our  contributors,  but  of  the 
numerous  correspondents  desirous  of  com- 
paring notes  in  our  "  Letter  Box." — ^Ed.] 


BOUGHT  EGGS. 


Sib, — ^Will  you  allow  me  to  say  a  word 
or  two  as  to  buying  eggs  of  advertisers, 
and  to  warn  purchasers,  from  my  own 
experience,  of  what  they  may  expect  to  get 
from  the  eggs  (if,  indeed,  they  ever  hatch 
at,  all)  in  return  for  tlieir  Is.  each,  or  £1.  Is. 
or  £4.  4s.  a  dozen,  as  the  case  may  be? 
Last  year  I  commenced  by  buying  Spanish 
and  Cochin  eggs,  from  which,  after  ex- 
pending about  £8  in  their  purchase,  I  did 
not  obtain  a  single  diicken  that  would 
fetch  6s.,  though  1  was  positively  assured 
in  some  cases  wat  ^'  if  I  could  only  hatch 
one  egg  it  would  amply  repay  the  outlay." 
I  may  say  perhaps  one  (and  I  believe  I 
am  under  the  mark)  out  of  three  eggs 
hatched,  but  the  greatest  set  of  mongrels 
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that  cau  be  conceived  were,  in  nine  cases 
ont  of  ten,  the  result  of  such  hatching. 
From  the  Spanish  I  had  one  chicken,  a 
buff  colour  and  heavily  feathered,  others 
spotted  with  white,  clearly  showing  a  cross 
with  the  Ancona  or  some  other  equally 
objectionable  strain.  And  with  the  Cochins 
I  fared  no  better;  in  many  cases  not  a 
feather  was  on  the  legs  of  the  chickens ; 
in  others,  in  which  I  had  bought  eggs 
warranted  to  produce  white  chickens,  I 
had  three  out  of  five  jet  black,  but  without 
a  feather.  In  fact,  I  was  so  die^sted 
with  the  rascality  of  the  whole  transaction, 
that  I  resolved  never  again  to  become  the 
dupe  of  esg-sellers.  R^lutions,  however, 
seem  made  to  be  broken,  for  being  a  little 
touched  with  the  Brahma  Pootra  mania, 
and  not  liking  to  pay  the  extravagant 
price  that  has  been  given  for  the  birds 
themselves,  I  purchas^  seven  eggs.  After 
waiting  in  anxious  expectation  the  three 
weeks,  I  find  that  ^ve  of  the  eg^  are 
rotten,  and  that  I  have  two  puny  chickens 

ione  since  dead)  from  the  other  two  eggs, 
have  also  been  induced  to  buy  eleven 
Cochin  eggs  from  a  well-known  advertiser ; 
and  I  hear,  from  a  letter  this  morning 
received  from  the  country,  that  the  whole 
eleven  eggs  are  bad  :  so  that  you  see,  and 
your  readers  will  see,  what  they  may 
expect  by  buying  eggs.  I  have  been  told 
within  a  day  or  two,  that  a  man  who  last 
year  was  continually  advertising,  now 
complains  that  he  can  get  no  answers  to 
his  advertisement ;  but,  as  he  frankly 
avows  that  he  '^senda  out  the  greatest 
rubbish  he  can  get "  if  thev  be  only  choco- 
laiB  colour,  he  can  hardly  complain  of 
want  of  patronage  from  the  pubHc ! 
— ^Yours,  truly,  Zenas. 


BRAHMA  POOTRA. 


Sib, — I  quite  a^ree  with  your  corre- 
spondent "  Non-Exhibitor"  in  what  he  savs 
aoout  you^  but  not  in  his  views  of  the 
Brahma  Pootra  fowls.  He  is  right,  be- 
yond doubt,  in  saying  we  want  a  full  de- 


scription of  them,  and  gives  a  good  one  ; 
but  I  cannot  think  your  readers  will  sup- 
port his  sweeping  condemnation  of  oar 
American  birds,  upon  which  he  casts  the 
bar  sinister.  I  do  not  find  any  resemblance 
in  any  point  to  the  Malay,  in  the  birds  I 
have  received  from  the  United  States,  or 
in  those  which  I  have  bred  from  them. 
Having  kept  Malays,  Cochins,  and  Brah- 
mas,  and  ooserved  them  very  narrowly,  I 
believe  the  latter  to  be  quite  distinct  vroxa 
either  of  the  others.  With  regard  to  the 
comb,  a  pea^comb  is  not  the  description  we 
get  by  a  cross  with  the  Malay ;  and  when 
we  find  that  pea-combed  birds  throw  pea- 
combed  chicKens,  this  is  surely  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  purity  of  the  breed. 

The  majority  of  the  Brahmas  which  I 
have  seen  (except  some  which  I  happen  to 
know  to  have  been  crossed  with  another 
variety  of  fowls),  have  had  deeper  breast- 
bones than  any  fowls  I  know  :  tlus  is  a  pro- 
perty you  cannot  get  either  in  Malay  or 
Cochin  China. 

I  have  never  seen  any  white-leg^d' 
birds,  but  have  had  many  hatched  with  a 
beautifully  pencilled  plumage  f  not  "  dark, 
unsightly"),  with  apparently  black  legs, — 
but  these  have  invariably  changed  to  a 
bright  orange. 

I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that 
"  Non-Exhibitor*s'*  remarks  on  the  judges 
are  scarcely  sufficiently  considered,  and 
that  he  must  have  been  out  of  the  poultry 
world  a  long  time,  not  to  know  that  hun- 
dreds of  good,  pure  Cochin  China  fo'wls 
have  lately  been  sold  at  the  auctions  for 
very  low  prices  indeed.  I  will,  however, 
concede  to  your  correspondent  that  these 
birds  have  fallen  off  in  quality ;  their  really 
good  qualities  were  neglected  to  reach  an 
ideal  standard  of  feather,  which,  when 
attained,  was  worthless. 

I  hope  your  correspondent  will  take  my 
remarks  on  his  letter  in  good  part,  and  as 
I  make  them  only  with  a  wish  to  compare 
notes  in  a  manner  beneficial  to  him,  to 
youy  to  the  poultry  world,  and 

To  your  obedient  servant, 

Rus. 
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JEBSBY. 

Mil.  £ditob, — ^Your  oorreflpondent "  A 
Bit  of  a  Wanderer"  wants  to  know  abont 
ponltry  in  Jersey.  No  doubt  some  of  your 
correspondents  will  tell  him  how  it  is  now, 
which  is,  I  dare  say,  a  great  deal  better 
than  when  I  saw  it.  I  was  staying  in 
Jersey  many  years  ago  (I  know  it  was 
before  1840,  but  cannot  recollect  the  exact 
date).  At  that  time  there  was  one  poul- 
terer's shop  in  the  town  (St.  Hdier's),  and 
oh!  the  poultry  from  tkta  shop —  th^ 
should  have  had  strong  teeth  who  ven- 
tured on  it.  But  the  natioes  knew  better 
than  to  go  there^  and  depended  on  the 
market. 

In  the  market  the  fowls  were  displayed 
alive.  Widi  characteristic  cautiousness* 
tiie  owners  avoided  killing  a  supply  which 
might  exceed  the  demaQd;  so  poor  little 
chickens  were  laid  along  on  the  stones 
with  their  legs  tied,  looking  uncomfortable 
enough.  The  chickens  when  bought  were 
good,  although  amaUy  and  very  cheap,  I 
am  not  poultry  ludge  enough  to  know  what 
fiunily  they  belonged  to,  but  I  recollect 
well  how  they  lay  about  on  the  stones, 
fluttering  their  poor  little  wings,  often 
picked  out  by  their  cheapeners  with  a  kick 
— poor,  small,  lean  birds,  but  very  rood 
to  eat,  because  they  were  of  good  healthy 
stock. 

At  this  time  I  think  there  was  but  one 
market  at  St.  Heller's,  with  a  little  gusset 
off  one  side  for  a  flsh-market. 

Your  well-wisher, 
A  Bit  of  a  Stay-at-Homb. 


NOTES  ON  PAST  NVMBHB84 
NO.  I. 

At  page  3, "  E.  H.,**  in  a  sensibly  written 
artide  on  poultry  ^ows,  decries  the  use 
of  '^  HARD  com,"  as  tendui^ to  make' fowls 
^  croD-bound."  My  experience  is  diame- 
trically opposed  to*^  his,  for  I  have  found 
that  meal  causes  a  great  deal  of  the  sand 
or  saw-dost    with  which  the  pens    are 


strewed  to  be  swallowed  with  it  by  the 
birds.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  hrtUsed 
com  given  in  moderate  quantities,  three 
or  four  times  a  dav,  would,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  plentiful  supply  of  green  food, 
prove  the  best  diet. 

I  quite  agree  with  "  E.  W.,"  at  page  5,  in 
what  he  says  concerning  the  propriety 
of  improving  the  weak  point  of  Cbchin 
China  fowls.  Whenever  I  have  acted  as  a 
judge  I  have  always  given  the  prize,  where 
there  was  any  doub^  to  the  best  breasted 
bird.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the 
imported  specimens  of  these  birds  have 
not  been  selected  by  poultry  fanciers,  I 
thmk  that  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  we 
have  seen  the  best  samples  of  the  kind, 
any  more  than  an  English  ship  would  land 
the  best  breed  of  English  fowls  in  China. 

What «  J.  B."  states,  at  pp.  6  and  7,  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  distinctiveness 
of  the  Brahma  Pootras.  I  allude  to  their 
wandering  habits.  But  if  they  are  a  hybrid 
or  mongrel  race,  may  not  that  fact  ac- 
count for  their  habits  differing  from  those 
of  the  Cochin  Chinas?  The  Pea-comb 
may  possibly  be  derived  from  the  Malay. 
One  of  the  most  successful  amateurs  in  the 
West  of  England  recently  assured  me, 
that  had  he  chosen  to  have  played  the 
rogue,  he  could  have  obtained  a  prize  in 
the  Brahma  Pootra  class,  with  birds  be- 
tween a  Cochin  China  and  a  Dorking,  and 
very  fine  birds  they  were.  It  strikes  me 
that  the  surest  and  simplest  method  of 
concluding  this  discussion  is,  for  some 
English  amateur  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  American,  and  impart  tkf^ireed  fiym 
the  banks  of  the  Brahma  Pix^a  ;  a  thing 
very  easily  to  be  done,  unless  the  Yankee 
has  the  monopoly  of  the  market,  or  has 
bought  up  all  tne  stock. 

At  pa^e  8,  '*  Martha  **  attributes  virtues 
to  Cochin  China  e^gs  which  are  shared 
equally  by  other  kinds.  I  suspect  that 
the  majoritv  of  the  eggs  imported  from 
Ireland,  and  consumed  by  us  in  November 
and  December,  are  many  of  them  four 
months  old,  and  all  dependent  on  their 
own  rteouxces  for  keepmg  fresh.    I  can 
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coniirm  her  second  anecdote  from  my  own 
experience.  Last  summer  a  hen  of  mine 
was  Bitting  on  a  mixed  batch  of  game  and 
Cochin  China  eggs,  when  a  fox  took  her 
off  on  the  third  night  of  incubation.  The 
next  morning  the  eggs,  which  were  quite 
cold,  were  placed  under  another  hen,  and 
a  good  brood  of  both  kinds  was  hatched 
out.  This  fact  argufes,  that  the  verifying 
principle  of  an  egg  is  not  quickened  until 
some  days  after  they  have  been  sat  upon. 
Hens  seem  to  know  this,  and  many  of 
them  will  not  sit  "  close,"  as  it  is  termed, 
for  three  or  four  days. 

Permit  me  to  conclude  tliis  notice  of 
your  first  Number,  with  two  hints  to  the 
managers  of  exhibitions : — 1st.  To  give  a 
prize  for  eggs  ;  and  2nd,  for  dead  fowls. 
In  both  these  respects  there  is  ample  room 
for  improvement  in  the  Cochin  Chinas. 
Their  eggs  are  generally  small,  but  this  is 
not  always  the  case ;  and  the  layers  of 
large  eggs  will  consequently  be  the  more 
cherished.  In  point  of  form  they  are 
usually,  but  not  invariably,  inferior  to  the 
Dorking.  Cultivation  will  eventually  bring 
them  up  to  as  high  a  standard  of  perfec- 
tion. Cross-bred  birds,  as  between  these  two 
kinds,  might  be  admitted  to  competition. 
The  breed  should  be  stated,  and  the  feathers 
should  only  be  removed  from  the  breast, 
in  order  that  the  plumage  should  identify 
the  variety.  Separate  prizes  should  be 
given  to  cockerels  and  pullets. 

What  "E.  C."  advises,  at  page  16,  is 
well  adapted  for  dwellers  in  towns ;  but 
residents  in  the  country  may  rest  assured 
that  the  bird  that  roosts  in  a  laurel  or 
other  evergreen  all  the  year  round,  will 
present  a  higher  quality  of  plumage  than 
one  that  has  been  coddled  up  under  cover. 

Alector. 


ChilrCliat 
Sale  of  Poultry. — Our  correspondent 
**  One  of  the  Maniacs,"  knowing  that  an 
account  of  the  sales  bv  auction  is  inte- 
resting to  our  readers,  has  kindly  sent  us 
the  following  particulars  : — *'  Mr.  Stevens* 


sale,  onTmesday,  the  21st  instant,  included 
specimens  from  the  yards  of  Messrs.  Ellis, 
Fletcher,  Nightingale,  Fleetwood,  Chatteris, 
and  Button,  and  from  the  Rev.  C.  Hotham* 
The  attendance  of  amateurs  ratlier  exceeded 
the  usual  number.    The  competition  for 
the  majority  of  the  birds  was  rather  lan- 
guid, many  being  put  up  at  6s.  (under 
which  Mr.  Stevens  does  not  sell  any  lot), 
and  bought  in.     I  tliink  this  rule  must 
sometimes  disappoint  parties  residing  far 
from  London,  who  have  incurred  trouble 
and  expense  in  sending  their  fowls. — [Is 
there  not  an  understanding  between  Mr. 
Stevens  and  his  constituents  on  this  point  1 
— ^Ed.]    One  of  the  many  advantages  of 
auctions  is  a  certain  sale  at  some  pricCy  and 
eyen  at  a  low  figure,  some  sellers  ma}*-  be 
glad  to  get  rid  of  their  surplus  fowls  ; 
for,  in  addition  to  the  costs  of  the  auction 
and  returning  the  birds,  many  droop  and 
die  after  the  confinement  and  journey. 
Of  Mr.  Fletcher's  birds,  a  favourite  cock 
of  his  called  '  The  Pilot '  (by  Salopian), 
sold  for  £6.  68. ;  a  hen,  *  The  Empress,* 
twenty-one  months  old,  and  very  heavy, 
£7  ;  buff  imported  hen,  <  Nelly,'  £2. 16s. 
Two  or  three  other  fowls  also  sold  well, 
and  the  remainder  for  prices  varying  from 
7s.  to  208.    Ten  lots  of  Brahma  Pootra 
fowls,  of  medium  quality,  and  not  in  first- 
rate  order,  from  £4  to  £6. 15s.  each." 


f 0  Cjffmspnlrintj. 

A,  B.  C,  wishes  for  advice  on  the  following; 
sabject :— He  has  some  birds  which  eat  their  egg^ 
as  soon  as  laid.  They  have  been  fed  on  oats  and 
barleymea],  with  sweeds  and  cabbage  for  green 
food,  chalk  and  sand  being  snppUed,  with  raw 
meat  and  egg-shells  (pounded  fine)  occasionally. 
Can  you  find  out  a  remedy  ?  ' '  The  only  one  known 
to  us  has  been  applied,  yiz.,  a  boiled  egg  given 
hot  from  the  saucepan,  which  they  devoured 
du-ectly  with  great  apparent  relish."  We  would 
recommend  A.  B.  C.  m  the  first  place  to  take 
care  that  the  hens  have  not  the  temptation  of  im. 
perfectly  shelled  eggs,  by  reducing  their  con- 
dition u  too  fat,  and  supplying  them  with  lime. 
Then  let  them  be  almost  constantly  watched^ 
about  laying  time,  and  deprived  of  the  chance  of 
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indnlKiiiK  in  ther  unnatanl  taste,  and  leave 
plenty  of  wooden  eggs  in  their  way  to  accustom 
them  (as  suggested  hy  E.  C.)  to  the  sight  of  eg^ 
which  they  cannot  eat. — {Note.  Very  good  arti- 
ficial eggs  can  he  honght  in  King  William-street 
for  2d.  each).  The  result  of  the  experiment 
with  the  hot  egg  (so  often  recommended)  is  just 
what  we  shoidd  expect. 

7.  L. — ^The  hahits  of  the  Cnrassow  are-  not 
▼ery  well  known  as  a  breeding  bird.  We  believe 
they  lay  in  their  native  countary  about  seven  eggs. 
Here  when  they  lay  it  is  generally  April  or  May, 
and  they  rarely  lay  more  than  five  eggs,  of  these 
they  seldom  hatch  more  than  two,  as  the  female 
as  soon  as  two  or  three  are  hatched,  leaves  the 
nest  with  them,  and  deserts  the  remaining  eggs. 
They  are  very  wild.  At  the  Zoological  Gardens 
they  bred  two,  and  knowing  their  shy  habits,  they 
were  placed  on  a  small  islsmd ;  when  the  keeper 
who  attended  to  them,  took  them  thdr  food,  the 
yonng  ran  into  the  water  and  were  both  drowned. 
We  believe  they  sit  twenty-one  days,  but  we 
are  not  sure.  The  young  are  just  as  wild  if 
hatched  under  a  hen  turkey.  A  cock  Guinea 
fowl  can  be  had  for  seven  shillings,  or  often  for 
less.  Mr.  Baily,  in  Mount^street,  will  get  yon 
one.  Our  advertising  columns  will  give  you  the 
names  of  many  parties  of  undoubted  respecta- 
bility, who  can  supply  you  with  colden-spangled 
Polish  fowls  and  their  et^gs.  Mr.  Rawson,  of 
the  Hurst,  Walton-on-Thames,  has  exoeUent 
birds  of  this  breed. 

J.  F.  3f.  i>.— This  would  be  late  to   hatch 

I  chickens  for  exhibition  in  June,  but  next  month 
is  soon  enough  if  they  are  not  wanted  for  com- 

I I  petition  till  the  winter. 

M      /.  C.  IT.— The  best  food  for  fattening  ducks  is 

barley- meal  and  greaves  mixed  up  together ;  for 

i  your  stock-birds  we  would  recommend  barley  or 

,    oatmeal,  plenty  of  green  food,  and,  occasionally, 

whole  com,  mixed  with  brewers'  grains.    The 

j  I  simpler  your  duck-pen  the  better,  if  you  merely 

,    intend  it  for  their  shelter  at  night ;  and  for  them 

to  lay  in,  a  pig-stye  will  answer  every  purpose,  if 

at  Ittnd.     If  yon  intend  to  build  one,  let  it  be 

i  t  eovered  in  sufficiently  to  comfortably  shelter  all 

•  i '  your  ducks,  and  place  nests  round  the  end  and 

j  one  side,  on  the  ground. 

H.  T.— Bumble-foot  comes  from  the  ball  of 

the  foot,  tfnd  is  quite  distinct  from  the  ulcer  you 

I  mention.    I  should  advise  you  to  poultice  the 

foot  constantly  till  cured;    and,  if  it  appears 

I  necessarv,  open  it  freely  with  a  razor  or  sharp 

,  I  knife.    If  that  on  the  back  is  so  situated  that  it 

;  I  cannot  be  poulticed,  foment  it  frequently  with 

I  hot  water.    Give  the  fowl  immediately  a  table- 

-    spoonful  of  castor  ml.    Feed  solely  on  oatmeal 

I  mixed  with  water,  and  let  the  fowl  have  access 

I  to  grass,    I  should  advise  the  castor  oil  to  be 


repeated  every  third  day  till  improvement  ap« 
pears. 

B.  A.—Tihe  influenza  yon  speak  of,  will  end  in 
roup  if  neglected.  The  symptoms'  you  mention 
are  premonitory.  Give  aU,  as  fast  as  they  show 
any  symptoms,  a  tablespoonful  of  castor  oil  each. 
Follow  this  with  Baily's  pills.  If  you  have 
convenience  for  it,  separate  the  sickly  fowU  from 
the  others,  and  keep  them  dry  and  warm.  You 
can  enter  your  four-toed  fowls  in  the  various 
chisses  under  any  denomination  you  like. 


Poultry  Market,  LeadenhalL 

The  market  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
inadequately  supplied.  The  poultry  is  not  only 
deficient  in  quality,  but  the  quantity  is  far  below 
the  average.  All  prices  have  risen,  and  were  it 
not  that  the  trade  is  unusually  dull,  they  would 
be  much  higher  than  common.  We  add  those 
of  first-class  quality : — 

"     '  48.  6d.  to  6s.  Od.  each. 

48.  Od.  to  48.  6d.  „ 
86.  Od.  to  8s.  6d.  „ 
68.  Od.  to  6s.  6d.  „ 
3s.  Od.  to  3s.  6d.  „ 
Os.  9d.  to  Is.  Od.  „ 
Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d.  „ 
Os.  8d.  to  Os.  9d.  „ 
Inferior  poultry  has  also  risen  in  price  in  a 
corresponding  proportion. 


Fowls 
Chickens 
Goslings 
Ducklings    . . 
Guinea  Fowls 
Pigeons 
Tame  Rabbits 
Wild      do. 


^tetismtnts. 


PUREST  BRED  AYLESBURY  DUCKS* 
EGGS,  Is.  6d.  per  egg.  Dorkings,  Is.  per 
egg.  Beautiful  Silver  Cinnamon  Cochin,  Urge 
and  well  feathered.  Is.  6d.  per  egg.  Buff  Cochin, 
ditto  ditto,  6d.  per  egg.  Guinea  Fowls'  Eggs, 
8s.  per  dozen.  Whit&  Cochin,  very  handsome. 
Is.  6d.  per  egg. 

Cambridge  grey,  very  large  Turkey,  5s.  and 
5s.  6d.  per  egg;  Nutmeg,  5s.  per  egg;  Black 
Norfolk,  29.  6d.  per  egg ;  White,  2s.  6d.  per  egg. 

Brahma  Footra,  58.  per  egg.  A  pair  of  Brahma 
Chickens,  6  weeks  old,  £5. 

Applyimmediately  to  Mr.  G.  Lee,  Ashbocking, 
Needham  Market,  Suffolk. 

SPANISH  FOWLS.— Eggs  from  Prize  and 
Imported  Birds,  at  2s.  6d.  each.— Address, 
inclosing  post-office  order,  payable  at  Hartford- 
bridge,  to  Mr.  John  Clarke,  Shrub  Cottage, 
Hartley-row. 
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FANCY  POULTRY.— PBRIOWCAIi  SALE. 

r.  J.  C.  STEVENS  wfll  SELL  by  AUC- 
TION at  hU  Great  Boom,  38,  King-street, 
Covent-garden,  on  TUESDAY,  4th  Apnl,  at  12 
o^ock  ^8dy-CH0ICE  BUFF  COCHINS 
from  the  yards  of  C.  Rawson,  Esq.,  Capt.  Snell, 
Mr.Collinson,  and  others ;  also  some  good  Spanish, 
]>orking8,  PoUnds,  Hambnrgs,  and  a  very 
choice  lot  of  Brahma  Pootras,from  Dr.  Gwynne, 
of  Sandbach.— Catalogues  by  enclosing  a  stamped 
directed  enyelope  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Stevens,  38, 
King-street,  Coyent-garden. 

BRAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS.— A  few  sit- 
tings  of  EGGS  of  this  breed  to  be  disposed 
of  (according  to  priority  of  application^  from 
the  prize  and  selected  birds  of  a  gentleman, 
Brahmas  of  whose  breeding  haye,  during  the 
past  year,  taken  prizes  at  the  following  large 
FouKar  Shows,— The  Royal  Aj|ricultural,  Great 
Metropolitan,  Birmingham^  Great  Yarmouth, 
Doncaster,  Winchester,  Norwich,  and  Manches- 
ter.—Apply  to  W.  C.  G.,  Post-office,  Sandbach, 
Cheshire. 

SPANISH  (pure  White-faced),  DORKING, 
and  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS.— A 
Gentleman  who  gained  the  Second  Prize  in 
Dorking  Chickens  at  Birminghilm,  and  the  First 
prizes  m  Spanish  and  Cochin  Chickens  at 
Shrewsbury,  will  sell  EGGS  from  First  Class 
and  Prize  Birds :— Spanish  and  Dorking  Bfsgfi, 
JS2.  2s.  per  dozen.  Cochins  (buff  or  white), 
£1,  lis.  6d.  per  doieo.  The  Spanish  from 
Capt.  Hornby's  breed. 

Alto,  Two  good  white-fued  Spanish  Cocks  to 
be  sold. 

Apply  to  Mr.  John  Chidlaw,  Oswestry. 

EGOS   FOR    HATCHING,    ALL    FROM 
PRIZE  BIRDS. 
White-crested  Black  Polanda    15b«  per  doz. 
Golden-spangled  Hamburg  . .   lOs.      „ 
White  Aylesbury  Ducks       ..5s.      „ 
1  Cock  and  3  Hens  Golden- spangled  Hamburg 
Fowls  for  Sale,  price  £2.  5s.— Pbst-offioe  orders 
payable  to  Thomas  P.  Edwakds,  Lyndhurst, 
Hants. 

EGGS  FOR  SITTING.— Haying  taken  Fkizes 
at  Yarmouth,  Surrey,  London,  MaWem, 
Bedford,  and  Burmingham8hows,Ihaf e  afewEggs 
to  dispose  of  at  the  following  prices :— Grolden- 
spangle.  Us. ;  Silyer-spangle,  lOa. ;  Black  Ham- 
burg, 7s. ;  White  Duck  Eggs,  4s.  per  dozen, 
including  box,  on  remittance  ofpost-office  order. 
Also,  a  few  Silyer-pencilled  Fowk  on  Sale. — 
Address  to  Joseph  JouifEK,  WaterfiUl  Cottage, 
Wheeler-street,  Birmingham. 


FIRST-CLASS  BRAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS 

MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  has  been  instructed 
to  include  in  the  SALE  at  his  Great 
Room*  38,  King-street,  Coyent-garden,  on 
TUESDAY,  4th  AprU,  about  30  lots  of  PURE- 
BRED BRAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS,  most  of 
them  choice  samples  of  the  breed,  including  a 
few  hatched  from  q|gs  from  the  Royal  Ayiary, 
and  all  bred  by  Dr.  Gwynne,  of  Sandbach, 
Cheshire.  The  parents  of  nearly  all  the  aboye 
were  ihe  pick  of  twelve  birds  from  the  only 

Sinuine  stndn  ui  America ;  and  chickens  from 
e  same  parents  haye,  during  the  past  year, 
taken  prizes  at  the  following  important  Poultry 
Shows:— The  Birmingham,  Great  MetropoUteo, 
Royal  Agricultural,  Great  Yarmouth,  Doncaster, 
Norwich,  Winchester,  and  Manchester.— Cata- 
logues  in  due  course. 

FIRST  PRIZE,  and  HIGHLY  RECOM- 
MENDED BUFF  COCHINS'  EGGS. 
—From  the  above  may  be  had,  on  receipt  of  a 
post-office  order,  payable  to  William  Tomlin- 
SON,  Bank-plain,  Norwich,  at  21s.  per  doz.  if 

rranteed,  or  for  I2s.  per  doz.  without  guarantee, 
eggs  equally  f^nesh  m  both  cases. 

BUFF  COCHINS,  WHITE-FACED  BLACK 
Spanish,  and  Gold-laced  Bantam  EGGS.— 
Mr.  Samubl  HAftftOP,  of  13,  Cooper-street, 
Mancherter,  has  made  anrangements  with  Mr. 
John  S.  Hbnrt,  of  Woodlands,  Crumpsall,  to 
seU  EGGS  from  ''  Lizzie ''  and  "  Annie''  (late 
the  property  of  Mr.  Ambler,  of  Halifrx)  which 
took  the  Futt  Prim  at  HaMiiBz,  Keighley,  Don- 
castei^,  York,  Kendall,  and  last  at  Manchester. 
The  Black  Spanish  are  bredfirmn  Capt.  Homby'a 
prize  birds,  and  the  Bantams  took  the  Soeond 
Prize  at  Manchester. 

from  "Lizzie"  and  ^'Aiinie"£2. 28.  perdos. 

itto    Black  Spanish    ..     ..  £2.2s.      „ 
Ditto     Gold-laced  Bantams..      15s.      „ 

GGS.— AN  AMATEUR  having  had  mmj 
I  applications  for  Eggs  and  the  prices  of  Sit- 
tings, will  dispose  of  a  few  from  birds  of  a  siipa- 
rior  description.  Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  from 
birds  recently  imported  from  America,  iS3.  3s. 

Sr  doz.  Buff  and  White  Cochin  ditto,  from 
.  Gilbert,  Esq.'s  stodc  and  prise  birds,  15s. 
per  dozen.  Silyer-pencilled  Hamburg  ditto, 
from  birds  whose  produce  haye  taken  prissa 
whereyer  exhibited,  10s.  per  dozen.  And  one  or 
two  Sittings  of  Golden-pendlied  Hamburg  ditto, 
10s,  a  dozen.  Packages,  Is.  The  Eggs  will  be 
sent  off  acoordingto  the  dates  of  orders  reoeiysd. 
—To  be  sold,  a  Brahma  Pootra  Cockerel,  abool 
10  months  old,  of  Dr.  Gwynne's  strain,— a  bean* 
tifrd  bud.— Address  Mtsa  Walkbb,  CUpstoa» 
Northampton. 
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QG8  FOR  SALE,  from  Frixe  biids,  from 
the  Yard  of  CHAiSTOPHBa  Rawson^  Esq., 
The  Hnnt,  Walton -OD-Tluniiw  :— 

B«ff  Cochins ;  Spanish ;  Coloured  and  White 
Dorkincs ;  Gold  and  SilTer,  Spangled,  and  Pen- 
cilled fiamboTKs;  Gold  and  Silver  Bantams; 
and  Avlesbary  Dacks,  12s.  per  doien. 

White  and  Black  Cochins ;  Gold,  Silver,  and 
BladE  Polands ;  2l8.  per  doxen. 

Brahma  "PoobmEgg^  from  imported  Imrda  of 
Ihe  best  strains,  £2.  2s.  per  doien. 

Poat-office  orders  (including  Is.  for  packing) 
to  be  sent  with  the  oider.  The  Eggs  will  be  sent 
ont  in  rotation  according  to  the  date  of  order. 

GG8  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Bailt  has  now  for  Sale, 
DorloBg,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  BantBm,aBd  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
seleeted  and  very  superior  birds. 

Sally's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.    Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  38.  4d. 
)      Bmlv's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
.  17s.  6a. ;  seven  Quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
I  13s.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 
I      "Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  28. 6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
dajr. 
1  113,  Mount-street,  Grrosvenor-square. 

COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.PuMGBABD, 
•r  Blnnt's  Han,  near  Haverhill,  Suffolk, 
B  of  E|gs  from  his  Buff,  and  also  from  his 
I  Partndge-eoloured,  Birds,  price  Is.  each, 

[is.   for  package. — Applications  for  either 

variety  will  bd  supplied  in  the  order  received. 


COCHIN  CHINA  POULTRY,  Ac.— Eggs 
from  Priae  Birds.--In  reply  to  the  very 
urgent  applications  from  numerous  amateurs,  Ifr. 
JoHK  Fa^bxib,  of  Cheverley-park,  Newmarket, 
ia  now  prepared  to  dispose  of  a  limited  number 
of  BQUS,  from  his  celebrated  prize  Cochins, 
Biahma  Pootras,  Scotch  Bakies,  Dorkings,  &c., 
oootding  to  the  dates  of  tbe  orders  received. 


BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS  for  SALE, 
from  birds  that  have  taken  prises   at   tbe 
Deri>y,  East  Kent,  Bristol,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
,  Poumy   Shows,  at  £1,  Is.  per  dozen.    Also 
I  Partrioce  Cochin  China  Eggs  from  birds  that 
,  have  taken  prizes  at  London  Summer  Meeting, 
Surrer  Gardens'    Show  in  August,  Malvern, 
,  Yeovil,  Honiton,  and  Torquay  Poultry  Shows, 
at£l.  is.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  John  R.  Ropbabd,  AUwick-Court, 
Wiiiigton,  near  Bristol. 


TURiaSH  BANTAMS.— A  few  Sittmgs  of 
EGGS  to  be  disposed  of  at  £1.  13s.  per 
dozen,  box  included.  These  birds  have  been 
recently  imported,  are  of  great  beauty,  perfect  in 
symmeby  and  plumage,  and  very  smsll.—Ad- 
dress,  E.  D.^Swabbbbck,  Thirsk,  Yoricshire. 


FANCY  POULTRY.— The  PTARMIGAN. 
-—These  beautifiil  and  scarce  birds  have 
obtained  PRIZES  at  the  following  Shows  during 
the  last  few  months :— The  Surrey  Zoologicid 
Gardens,  Bakerostreet  Bazaar,  Norwich,  South- 
ampton, South-east  Hants,  Salisbury,  Plymouth, 
&c.  They  aie  a  pure  white,  with  topknots,  vul- 
ture hodiied,  cupped  combs,  and  remaikably 
well-feathered  legs  and  feet  Eggs  can  be  pur- 
chased at  £2.  2a,  per  dozen,  from  Dr.  Burney's 
Obioinal  Btrda,  which  may  be  seen  at  Brock- 
hurst  Lodge,  near  Gosport. 


B 


UFF  COCHIN  EGGS.— A  few  may  be  had 
during  the  season,  from  birds  selected  with 
creat  care  irom  the  strains  of  Sturgeon  and  An- 
drews's prize  birds,  C^it.  W.  W.  Hornby,  and 
Miss  Watts.  The  latter  birds  were  commended 
at  the  Birmingham  show  in  1852,  and  took  the 
first  prize  as  chickens  at  Yarmouth.  Price  2l8. 
per  dozen,  package  induded. 

These  birds  are  of  fine  plumage,  heavy,  short 
in  the  leg,  and  no  other  variety  Kept. 


Wi 


Applv  to  Mr.  HowAKo  Jamba,  Bridge-street* 


FRUIT-TREES,  POULTRY,  RABBIT, 
SHEEP,  and  CAT  FENCING.-Worsted 
NETTING  to  protect  the  bloom  of  peach,  nec- 
tarine, and  other  trees,  flower,  or  seed  beds, 
from  frost,  blight,  and  birds,  two  yards  wide  5d. 
I»er  yard.  New  twine  netting  (tanned  if  reauired), 
one  yard  wide,  l|d.  per  yird ;  two  yards  wide^ 
3d.  per  vard ;  four  yards  wide,  6d. ;  half-inch 
mean  ditto,  two  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yant 
Tanned  netting,  two  or  three  yards  wide,  l|d. 

g!r  yard ;  four  Or  six  yards  wide,  3d.  per  yard, 
lastic  hexagon  garden  net,  or  scrim  canvas, 
4|d.  per  square  yud.  Cocoa-nut  fibre,  or  hemp 
sheep-foldmg  net,  of  superior  nuality,  four  feet 
high,  4d.  to  6d.  per  yard.  Rabbit  net,  four  feet 
wMe,  lid. ;  sixfoet  wide,  2id. ;  eight  feet,  Sd. 
per  yard.  Bach  edge  corded,  |d.  per  yard  extra, 
suitable  for  poultnr  feneing.  Square  mesh  cri- 
keting  net,  fix  its  rail  widtn  and  length  made  of 
stout  cord,  3d.  to  4d.  per  square  yard ;  this  is 
the  best  article  made  for  fencing  against  fowls, 
cats,  &c.— At  W.  Cullingvobd's,  No.  1,  Ed- 
mund-tenraoe,  Dalaton.  Orders  by  post,  with 
P.  O.  order  or  town  reference,  punctually  at- 
tended to.    PishlDg-BetsofaUklndainstock. 
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FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  lain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
8aye9  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  fitcility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  Ons  Penny  per 
SauA&E  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boUers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fiiel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING  FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Wi^ls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Rooft 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

WM.  DRAY  &  CO.'S  PATENT  WIRE 
FENCING,  strong  enough  to  keep  out 
Sheep,  &c.,  and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.  Price  2d.  per  square  foot.  Ordi- 
nary Wire  Netting,  from  2id.  per  yard,  2  feet 
wide.— Address  Wm.  Dray  &  Co.,  Agricultural 
Implement  Manufacturers,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2 yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  qaantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


TVOLBY'S  WEDDING  AND  HERALDIC 
JJ  STATIONERY.  —  CREST  DIES  EN- 
GRAVED as  gems  of  art  without  charge  where 
the  order  amounts  to  2l8.  H.  Dolby  having 
crest  dies  appertaining  to  more  than  10,000  fa- 
milies, can  supply  even  100  envelopes  with  the 
desired  crest.    Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  en- 

f  raved  and  printed  in  the  perfection  of  fashion, 
'edigrees  traced,  with  illustrative  notices,  anti- 
quarian  and  topographical.  Arms  found,  embla- 
*°?fS.\fSi®°JK;*^i?^  book-plates,  seahi,  &c. 

HENRY  DOLBY,   Heraldic   Draughtsman 
and  StaUoner,  56,  Regent-street-quadrant. 


TO  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHERS. 

JOHN  S.  HOLROYD,  Manufacturer  of 
RODS  and  TACKLE,  59.  Gracechurch. 
street,  London,  begs  to  call  the  attention  of 
Anglers  to  his  large  and  superior  assortment  of 
Fly  Rods,  warranted  made  of  the  best  seasoned 
materials,  and  for  action  and  workmanship  ex- 
celled by  none  in  London. 

J.  S.  H.  has  also  a  very  compact  Fly  Rod, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  neat  umbrella,  and 
interfering  in  no  way  with  the  utility  of  the  Rod. 
Artificial  Bait  in  great  variety.  The  best  Trout 
Flies  on  Limerick  Hooks  at  2s.  per  dozen. 

59,  Gracechurch-strbet,  London. 

7,  Baker-street,  London. 
EXHIBITION  PRIZE  MEDAL. 

CAISTOR'S  LADIES'  SADDLES  combine 
elegance  and  lightness  with  strength  and 
durability.  They  are  horizontal  from  head  to 
cantle ;  and  by  the  construction  of  the  seat,  en- 
able the  lady  to  keep  her  proper  position  withoat 
inconvenience,  irritation,  or  exertion. 

CAISTOR'S  PRIZE  HUNTING  SA.I>. 
DLES  are  superior  to  any  other  for  ease  to 
horse  and  rider.  The  tree  is  so  constructed  as 
to  sit  well  behind  the  shoulder,  and  does  not 
confine  or  impede  the  action  of  that  important 
joint.  They  are  narrow  in  the  grip,  flat  in  the 
seat,  light,  and  durable. 

CAISTOR'S  System  of  Saddle-making  is 
based  upon  Anatomical  principles,  he  having 
studied  the  natural  requirements  of  the  horse 
and  its  rider. 

The  PRIZE  SADDLES  and  HARNESS 
may  be  seen  at  7,  Baker-street,  where  a  large 
Stock  of  Saddlery  and  Harness  may  be  inspected, 
as  also  every  requisite  for  the  Stable.  A  detailed 
list  of  Prices  free,  on  application  to 

A.  B.  CAISTOR,  SADDLER,  &c. 
7,  Baker-street,  London. 

Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarteriy,  3s.  3d.  - 
payable  in  advance  bypostroffice  order  to  Gkorgk 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-street,  Covent. garden 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed.  —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

^Wholesale  Agents,  G.  Roittledge  &  Co. 
Farringdon-street.  ** 

LoRooir :  Printed  by  Charljcs  Wrv av.  at  the  PrinHnir  rwR 
1,  York-stwet,  Covent  Oarcren.-ircdne.day.  lfan:h  »  iSSt 
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Wednssday,  Apbil  5,  1854. 


[Peick  2d. 


Secretary, 
Entries  are  closed. 


Poultry  Shows. 

Aylesbury  Local  Show,  April  12th. 
Cheplyn  Hall,  Bsq,    "      * 

Royal  Dublin  Society's  Sprin|^  Show,  April  18, 
and  three  following  days.  Assistant  Secretary, 
W.  E.  Steel,  Esq.,  M.B.   Entries  are  closed. 

Hexham  Poultry  Show,  in  the  Abbey  Grounds. 
Second  Annual  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
the  12th  and  13eh  of BCay.  Secretary,  W.  Turner, 
Esq.,  Hencotes,  Hexham.    Entries  close  May  6. 

Baih  and  West  of  England  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7tfa,  8tb,  and  9th  of  June.  Director,  Jona- 
than Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Fiochley-road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec.,  H.  Spack- 
man,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.  Entries 
close  May  10th. 

Rofytl  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
nual Coun^  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  Jnly.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  close, 
Jane  1st.  • 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  Ju)y. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  qinte  ready. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  HbAorary  Secreted^, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  MaWem. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  Jan.,  Esq. 
Entries  dose  Saturday,  November  11th. 

We  thaUfeel  obliged  \f  Secretariea  and  Com- 
mitteet  of  PouUry  Skowt  will  favour  ue  with 
earlff  impreMions  qfthe  SekedtUee,  Theses  and 
all  other  eommurucationa  for  the  Editor ,  to  be 
addrened  to  '*  Monk  Bams,  Hampsiead.'* 


At  the  present  period,  when  details  for 
ponhry  shows  are  daily  being  arranged 
for  every  district,  for  •  every  countj^  nay. 


almost  for  every  town  of  importance,  there 
is  one  vast  organization  in  the  kingdom 
whose  co-operation  may  be  reckoned  6{ 
so  incalculable  a  value,  that  its  being  with- 
held is  likely  to  lead  to  disappointments, 
mischances,  delays,  and  accidents,  perhaps 
even  ending  in  failure  ; — ^we  allude  to  the 
assistance  which  the  Railways  may  lend 
to  the  Committees  of  Poultry  Shows,  if 
they  will  only  condescend  to  do  so.  We 
know  that  the  carriage  of  hampers  to  a 
poultry  show  is  a  trifle, — and  a  trouble- 
some trifle,  too, — ^to  a  great  Company,  but 
when  we  consider  that  the  improvement 
in  poultry  is  the  result  of  poultry  exhi- 
bition, and  that  an  increased  supply  (in 
proportion  to  consumption)  of  a  delicato 
and  valuable  article  of  food,  is  the  result 
of  this  improvement ;  when  we  reckon,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  as,  according  to  Miss 
Martineau,  *^the  many  are  right,"  and 
that  we  may,  consequently,  look  to  a  large 
body  for  a  liberal  policy,  we  hope  we  are 
not  soliciting  too  much  at  the  hands  of 
railway  managers  in  asking  their  aid  to- 
wards the  poultry  movement. 

The  assistance  which  we  request  is  cheap- 
ness, despatch,  and  punctuality  in  the  con- 
veyance of  the  birds  both  to  and  from  the 
shows,  facilities  for  visitors,  and  last,  not 
least,  that  these  favours  may  be  bestowed 
freely,  unshackled  by  restrictions  and 
conditions. 
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We  hope  we  shall  not  be  thought  exiffearU. 
if  we  hint,  that  it  superlatively  diminishes 
the  advantage  to  the  travelling  commu- 
nity, if  a  return  ticket  for  a  journey  of 
several  hours'  duration  may  not  stand  over 
untU  the  next  morning,  and  is  restricted 
to  the  use  of  a  single  train  each  way.  We 
cannot,  at  the  same  time,  quit  this  subject 
without  offering  our  thanks,  in  the  name 
of  the  poultry  world,  to  those  railways 
which  have  given  to  poultry  exhibitors, 
and  to  the  shows  at  which  they  have  exhi- 
bited, the  unfettered  advantage  of  carrying 
the  hampers  both  ways  at  a  single  charge, 
of  deliyenng  them  promptly,  and  of  grant- 
ing to  visitors  return  tickets,  at  a  single 
fare,  available  for  every  train. 


Poultry  Shows, 

ThHr  Uses^  and  the  relaUve  DtOiet  of 
Committees  and  ExMbitors, 

^^CoMiKG  events  cast  their  shadows 
before ;"  but  in  some  instances,  the  shadow 
has  quite  disappeared  before  tlie  substance 
is  seen — at  least  it  was  so  with  Poultry 
Shows.  Many  years  ago,  the  Zoological 
Society  offered  premiums  for  poultry,  and 
a  show  was  continued  for  three  years  in 
succession.  The  prize  list  was  liberal : 
pains  were  taken  to  make  it  popular, 
out  it  was  premature  ;  the  pubUc  took 
little  interest  in  it,  and  spite  of  a  prize  of 
£10,  to  be  given  to  any  pen  of  unusual 
merit,  the  competition  was  small, — almost 
confined  to  dealers — the  attendance  meagre, 
and  the  attempt  failed. 

The  moment  was  not  come.  The  next 
exhibitions  were  in  Scotland,  and  partook 
more  of  the  character  of  a  private  compe- 
tition at  the  agricultural  meetings  between 
gentlemen  and  noblemen,  who,  being  mem- 
bers,   met  annually.     The  prizes    were 


mostly  confined  to  Dorkings^  and  they  did 
much  good  in  producing  most  excellent 
specimens. 

Then  came  the  first  Birmingham  show, 
of  which  we  will  say  little,  seeing  it  has 
lately  been  so  well  described  by  "  E.  C."  in 
these  pages  ;  but  we  must  say  this  much, 
that  the  associations  since  formed  on  its 
model,  have  been  successful  ones,  because 
its  principles  are,  above  all,  honourable, 
and  consequently  right. 

The  uses  of  Poultry  Shows  are,  to  ex- 
tend the  knowledge  of  the  birds  exhibited, 
to  stimulate  the  production  of  good  speci- 
mens by  offering  premiums  for  them,  and 
to  arrive  at  a  system  of  judging  which  by 
its  correctness  shall  satisfy  all  parties  con- 
cerned, that  strict  and  .impartial  jusdoe, 
coupled  with  accurate  knowledge,  have 
been  secured.  This  can  only  be  done  by 
an  efficient  committee,  who  always  incur 
immense  labour,  and  frequently  a  con- 
siderable oatlay,  the  repayment  of  which 
is  doubtful. 

The  use  of  exhibitors  is  to  produce  eood 
specimens  worthy  of  the  prizes  offered  for 
them,  and  to  co-operate  cordially  with 
those  who  afford  them  the  opportunitiy  of 
showing  their  birds.  On  the  beauty  and 
purity  of  the  competing  pens  the  admission 
money  will  depend,  and  again  on  that  lies 
the  fate  or  the  duration  of  the  undertaking. 
All  these  then  combine  to  form  an  attrac- 
tion for  the  public,  and  the  most  cordial 
sympathy  and  co-operation  should  exist 
between  them.  Does  it  ?  We  fear  in  many 
instances  it  does  not,  and  at  the  risk  of  pub- 
lishing a  dry  and  perhaps  not  very  pleasing 
paper,  we  will  in  the  interest  and  for  the 
good  of  the  poultry  world,  point  out  some 
of  those  evils  we  have  <]|bserved  during  a 
lons^  experience  in  these  matters. 

Considerable  indulgence  should  always 
be  extended  to  a  committee,  because  eui- 
bitors  should  recollect  they  have  to  please 
both  the  owners  of  the  birds  and  the 
public.  Now,  what  are  the  char&^es  most 
frequently  brought  aeainst  them  by  exhi- 
bitors? The  prize  lists  are  not  libenl 
enough.    The  show  is  kept  open  too  long. 
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Ill 


The  birds  are  not  properly  attended  to.  j 
They  are  not  sent  bacds:  punctually.  They 
are  put  in  the  worst  pens.  When  a  com- 
mittee sits  in  conclave  on  a  prize  list, 
every  possible  pound  which  can  be  earned 
is  put  down ;  every  expense  that  can  be 
curtailed  is  scratched  out,  to  furnish  a 
liberal  prize  sheet.  The  possibilities  of 
wet  or  snowy  weather,  of  cab  strikes,  or 
churlish  railway  companies,  are  wilfully 
forgotten,  and  the  tempting  bill  of  fare  is 
sent  forth.  Let  the  exhibitor  recollect 
that  the  receipts  may  fall  olF  one-half,  or 
subscribers  may  exist  only  in  imagination ; 
but  the  prizes  must  be  awarded,  and  he 
must  be  paid  the  sum  to  which  he  is  en- 
titled. Is  it  kept  open  too  long,  or  does  a 
Sunday  intervene  ?  Let  the  exhibitor  re- 
collect that  a  balance  of  £20  is  a  large 
one  for  a  committee  to  carry  on  to  a  follow- 
ing year — one  private  day  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  so  is  the  market-day  in  a 
provincial  town.  The  receipts  from  which 
the  prizes  are  to  come,  depend  mainly 
perhaps  on  these  days  to  which  he  objects. 
So  many  different  opinions  are  held  as  to 
the  proper  food  and  treatment  of  birds  in 
confinement^  that  here  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  please  all — one  would  have  sand  at 
the  bottom  of  the  cage,  another  straw-chaflF, 
another  saw-dust — one  would  keep  them 
supplied  with  water,  another  would  give 
it  only  at  stated  times;  one  swears  by 
whole  com,  another  vows  it  is  worse  than 
poison ;  one  advises  stimulants,  the  other 
says  the  birds  are  already  too  much  ex- 
cited. All  the  committee  can  do  is  to  act 
to  the  best  of  their  judgment. 

Not  returned  punctually.  If  any  one 
would  take  part  at  a  large  show  in  the  six 
hours  following  the  departure  of  the  public, 
this  reproach  would  not  be  made  so  often. 
The  labour  is  immense — we  are  writing  of 
that  which  we  have  seen  and  done.  The 
complaint  more  often  belongs  to  railways, 
earners,  cross-country  coaches,  and  above 
all,  the  transmission  from  one  railway  to 
ano^er.  Provision  is  not  always  made 
at  the  station  for  conveying  some  hundreds 
of  the  large  baskets  now  used  to  convey 


fowls,  geese,  and  turkeys.  We  will  give 
an  instance  that  occurred  to  ourselves. 
Having  many  birds  at  the  last  Birmingham 
show,  we  had  a  man  in  charge.  As  soon 
as  it  closed,  he  got  his  baskets,  packed  the 
birds,  and  took  them  to  the  station.  Some 
arrived  the  following  evening,  and  the 
others  twenty  hours  after  the  first.  IJere 
there  could  be  no  fault  of  the  committee. 
But  the  greatest  delays  occur  when  the 
birds  have  to  pass  tlirough  London  from 
one  railway  to  another.  Here  again,  all 
the  delay  is  independent  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  all  the  blame  is  throMrn  upon 
them. 

Very  often  when  the  position  of  a  pen  is 
complained  of,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  exhi- 
bitor, who  defers  making  his  entr^  till  the 
last  day  or  days  that  wul  allow  him  to  do 
so.  It  is  a  duty  of  exhibitors  to  enter 
early,  if  they  mean  to  enter  at  all.  No 
man  is  justified  in  these  times,  when  hours 
and  minutes  are  so  valuable,  in  taking  up 
the  time  of  another  if  he  can  help  it,  and 
these  delays  cause  much  inconvenieiice. 
We  wodid  have  exhibitors  feel  their  in- 
terests to  be  identical  with  those  of  the 
committee,  and  would  that  they  should 
work  cordially  together,  increasing  each 
other's  strength  and  usefulness. 

They  cannot  exist  without  each  other, 
but  while  we  contend  tlie  profit  b  all  on 
the  side  of  the  exhibitor,  we  can  hardly 
forbear  expressing  our  astonishment,  that 
for  a  really  well-conducted  and  disinterested 
show,  a  committee  man  can  ever  be  found 
at  all.  We  mean  a  show  conducted  on 
public  grounds  alone,  without  any  prospect 
or  even  possibility  of  pecuniary  reward. 
The  oflBce  involves  much  labour  and  risk 
of  money,  without  other  return  than  the 
expected  gratitude  of  those  who  are  amused 
or  benefited  by  the  exhibition.  We  know 
no  office  so  ungrateful  save  that  of  honorary 
secretary.  In  both  there  is  the  unthank- 
ful task  of  asking  for  subscriptions,  there 
are  the  constant  meetings  for  many  months 
previous  to  the  shows,  the  anxiety  attending 
it,  and  the  labour  while  it  is  open ;  but  the 
secretary  has  also  thousands  of  letters  to 
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write  and  answer,  books  and  accounts  to 
prepare  and  keep,  and  above  all,  to  wind 
up  after  the  show  has  closed.  We  have 
neveryet  seen  an  honorary  secretary  the  day 
before  the  opening,  who  was  not  completely 
worn  out,  and  who  did  not  exclaim  that 
had  he  known  of  half  the  labour  attending 
it,  he  would  not  have  undertaken  it,  even 
were  he  liberally  paid.  We  believe  we  are 
correct  in  stating  that  the  most  successful, 
and  the  largest  show  on  record — viz.,  the 
Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties — is 
barely  self-supporting. 

But  the  case  is  widely  different  with 
exhibitors.  Many  of  these  have  realized 
considerable  sums  through  exhibitions,  both 
in  prizes,  by  sales,  and  by  the  value  added 
to  their  stock.  If  shows,  then,  were  to  be 
discontinued,  committee-men  would  lose 
the  pleasure  they  have  derived  from  a  pur- 
suit of  which  they  must  be  fond,  or  they 
would  not  have  undertaken  it,  but  they 
would  at  the  same  time  be  relieved  from 
i^uoh  labour  and  anxiety.  Exhibitors 
would  lose  the  opportunities  of  showing 
their  birds,  which  would  become  compara- 
tively valueless. 

Holding  a  neutral  position,  having  only 
the  good  of  all  classes  at  heart,  and  writing 
for  the  poultry  world,  we  have  penned 
these  few  remarks  in  the  hope  of  inducing 
a  thorough  feeling  of  mutual  respect  among 
those  wno  are  engaged  in  a  common  pur- 
suit. The  fact  mat  complaints  fill  our 
columns,  and  give  rise  to  correspondence 
when  they  come,  is  no  balm  to  us,  and  we 
are  not  of  those  who  have  a  secret  pleasure 
in  performing  what  in  courteous,  but  often 
very  unkind  terms,  is  called  a  painful 
duty.  We  wish  all  parties  to  stand  well 
together  as  friends,  and  would  rather  have 
to  print  one  letter  of  thanks,  than  a  hundred 
of  remonstrances.  As  the  period  of  poultry 
shows  is  gradually  coming  round,  we  have 
thought  the  time  propitious,  and  with  the 
best  feelings  for  the  success  of  those  of 
1854,  we  have  endeavoured  to  smooth  some 
of  the  rugged  paths  traversed  by  all  parties 
in  1853. 

H.R. 


Cottiers*  Prizes. 

Little  did  I  suppose  that  in  perusing 
a  leading  article  in  the  "Poultry  Chro- 
nicle" I  should  find  sentiments  ex- 
pressed therein  of  which  those  I  have  so 
long  entertained  are  the '  very  echo ;  but 
"strange  things  do  happen  in  families, 
however  well  regulated ;'  and  although  I 
feel  myself  absolutely  "forestalled,"  the 
reiteration  of  those  views  from  a  different 
hand  mav  possibly  only  serve  to  strengthen 
the  recollection  of  them  among  your  nume- 
rous readers ;  therefore,  though  supplanted, 
to  my  task. 

I  envy  not  the  mind  so  ungenerous,  that 
when  chance  serves,  "  will  not  step  a  little 
out  of  the  way," — aye — and  "put  his 
shoulder  (lustily)  to  the  wheel"  too,  if 
by  so  doing  he  can  "help  through  the 
heavy  roads  of  this  life  "  his  fellow-crea- 
tures of  hujnble  station.  If  such  a  mind, 
perchance,  peruses  these  lines,  for  Am  they 
are  not  written ;  he  will  find  here  no  kin- 
dred chord — no  responsive  impulse  ;  his 
good  opinions  I  shall  never  gain  (nor  do  I 
attempt  it)7-his  heartless  criticims  I  treat 
only  as  they  deserve. 

My  feelings  have  for  years  been  alto- 
gether favourable  to  cottagers*  prizes,  if 
properly  conducted,  and  the  restriction 
rigidly  enforced,  **that  cottagers  cUone  can 
compete  for  these  rewards."  On  several 
occasions  this  injunction,  I  am  aware,  has 
been  broken  with  impunity,  and  that  to 
the  but  too  evident  aisadvantage  of  the 
really  poor,  deserving  cottager.  I  freely, 
also,  confess  myself  quite  at  a  loss  to 
imagine  how  parties  can  feel  themselves , 
justified  (as  the  case  has  undoubtedly  oft- 
times  been)  in  lending  their  own  fowls  to 
their  own  servant-man  (!)  simply  to  secure 
for  their  domestic  the  reward  that  was  only 
intended  for  the  cottage-labourer,  and  to 
be  won  only  by  the  fowls  of  persons  so 
situated,  ana  who  really  had  an  undivided 
ownership  in  the  poultry  thus  exhibited. 
On  the  real  injury  to  the  intended  recipient 
it  would  be  thoughtless  waste  of  time  on 
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my  part  to  lengthily  dilate ;  I  must  briefly, 
however,  point  oat  the  sad  depression  of 
utter  hopelessness  that  must  pervade  the 
mind  of  a  really  poor  man  when  he  finds 
the  **  iirst-prize  birds  '*  at  many  and  many 
a  former  poultry  exhibition  have  here  re- 
putedly changed  ownership  suddenly — 
their  traits  of  character  (of  course)  remain 
the  same ;  that  of  their  real  owners  (I  feel 
compelled  to  write  it  to  the  world),  is,  I  con- 
sider, by  such  an  action,  as  irrevocably 
tarnished.  Except  to  the  wilfully  blind, 
the4,  my  views  must  now  be  tolerably  dis- 
tinct,— ^if  the  prizes  are  reserved  for  cot- 
tagers only,  let  such  only  enjoy  them; 
to  even  **  hoodwink  themselves"  to  the  con- 
trary mode  of  procedure  is,  in  a  poultry 
exhibition  committee,  a  very  failing ;  for, 
if  the  prizes  of  which  I  have  been  speak- 
ing are  the  gift  of  some  well-wisher  of  the 
poor,  his  intended  purposes  are  defeated, 
nis  kindness  misapplied ;  but  if  their  own 
gift,  they  break  every  tie  of  public  faith, 
by  this  cruelly  unjust  distribution  of  their 
premiums,  and  utter  falsification  of  the 
conditions  of  their  prize  list.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  more  than  diflicult  to  conceive 
the  incalculable  advantages  that  may  fre- 
quently arise,  from  a  faithful  realization 
of  the  intentions  of  those  to  whom  cottagers' 
prizes  are  indebted  for  their  institution. 
To  the  poor  man  of  truly  limited  means 
(and  to  whom  such  honestly-acquired  gains 
are  no  mean  advantage  one  way  or  other), 
this  is  indeed  a  boon,  a  benefit,  a  blessing ; 
therefore,  let  not  the  thoughtless  and  un- 
reflecting destroy  the  fond  hopes  of  de- 
serving parties,  by  placing  unnecessary 
stumbling-blocks  both  in  their  way,  and  in 
that  of  the  commendable  intentions  of  their 
real  benefactors.  "We  have  seen,  in  my 
third  article  on  "Poultry  Mania,"  that 
blessings  altogether  unexpected  may  arise 
around  the  dwellings  of  those  (though 
originally  humble  may  have  been  their 
condition)  who  fail  not  to  use  their  own 
best  exertions  to  improve  their  lot,  neither 
will  I  dare  to  say  from  how  trivial  a  be- 
ginning great  results  may  ensue.  It  is 
with  ^ese  feelings  strongly  implanted  in 


my  mind,  I  respond  most  heartily  to  the 
sentiments  of  last  week's  **  Poultry  Chro- 
nicle," as  to  prizes  exclusively  for  cot- 
tagers ;  if  such  should  be  generally  insti- 
tuted (and  afterwards  not  abused},  their 
popularity  is  as  secure  as  their  benefits 
are  undeniable.  Why  then  should  there  be 
severances  of  feeling  on  the  subject? 

Let  all  who  have  the  power  to  encourage 
their  institution  do  so,  without  fear  -  or 
trembling;  the  assistance  thus  generally 
rendered  will  prove  all-powerful :  the  effort 
will  not  be  unavailing,  or  the  subject  of 
after-regret.  I  will  conclude  with  an 
anecdote  that  may  itself  corroborate  the 
truth  of  my  opinions. 
^  Time  and  locality  (as  it  might  be  offen- 
sive to  some  parties)  I  will  not  mention ; 
suflice  it  to  say  my  present  narrative  is  a 
truthful  one,  and  appends  pertinently  to 
what  I  have  already  written.  The  clergy- 
man's "  better-half"  had,  with  considerate 
forethought,  herself  promulgated  the  fact, 
"  that  at  the  poultry^-show  a  prize  of  ten 
shillings  would  be  given  to  the  best  pen  of 
Cochins,  Hamburgs,  or  game  fowls,  that 
might  be  exhibiteo,  if  the  real  property  of 
any  cottager,  resident  in  the  narish,  without 
any  expense  whatever  to  their  respective 
owners.'*  Though  it  may  appear  to  your 
readers  a  very  trifling  amount,  certain  it 
is,  this  seed  fell  (by  God's  will)  on  good 
ground,  and  brought  forth  crop  accord- 
ingly. The  emulation  of  the  cottagers  was 
extreme,  and  more  than  twenty  of  such 
parties  forwarded  their  poultry,  from 
which  (by  each)  so  much  was  hoped  for. 
These  fowls  were  arranged  alone,  in  a  very 
small  room,  apart  from  the  general  exhi- 
bition (why  or  wherefore  it  matters  not, 
nor  do  I  feel  inclined  in  this  place  to  argue 
its  policy)  ;  among  them  were  many  most 
truly  meritorious  fowls,  but  as  with  some 
other  owners  (from  want  of  practice)  so 
vexatiously  matched,  that  the  judges'  la- 
bours, from  this  cause  only,  were  most 
sadly  protracted. 

But  Time,  that  does  always  bring  mat- 
ters to  an  end,  concluded  this  also,  and  the 
result  of  the  decision  was,  I  am  most  happy 
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to  flay,  the  placing  this  reward  in  the  handa 
of  a  cleanly,  industdous,  and  persevering 
widow.  At  this  moment  my  attention  was 
directed  to  a  group  of,  |>erchance,  thirty 
cottagers,  who  were  pressing  each  other  on 
the  narrow  stair  that  was  the  only  access 
to  this  room.  The  order  was,  however,  at 
length  given  for  their  gratuitous  admission, 
and  all  rushed  pell-mell  into  the  apartment^ 
with  a  rapidity  that  best  proved  tneir  great 
anxiety  to  know  who  was  "  the  successful 
one."  The  widow  seemed  silently  thank- 
ful. The  next .  meritorious  pen  was  the 
property  of  a  young  Irishman,  of  about 
nineteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  who, 
passing  rapidly  to  his  own  birds,  found  the 
**  tell-tale  rosette"  was  not  there ;  he  then 
proceeded  to  the  winners,  and  after  a  very 
earnest  examination  for  a  few  seconds, 
without  one  word,  retired  to  the  other  end 
of  the  room.  His  attitude  too  plainly  told 
of  hopes  long  cherished  thus  suddenly 
crushed,  whilst  his  diort,  rapid  breathings, 
bore  full  proof  how  manfully  he  struggled 
under  so  severe  a  disappointment. 

I  sympathised  ;  and  advancing  towards 
him,  tapped  his  shoulder  (for  he  professed 
to  be  looking  through  the  window),  say- 
ing :  ^^  My  good  man,  yours  are  most  de- 
serving birds,  and  I  earnestly  wish  they 
could  have  been  successful ;  but  (taking  a 
small  coin  from  my  pocket)  here  is  the 
same  amount ;  it  is  yours."  Raising  his 
besmeared  face — ^his  response  still  rings  in 
mv  ears — "  Maister !  do  you  think  1  could 
take  that,  that  I  didn't  win ;  put  him  up  for 
anither  ^ere,  and  thin  I'll  thry  agin  to  be 
afther  him."  He  raised  his  arm — rapidly 
it  crossed  his  countenance — on  that  barra- 
gon  sleeve  a  human  dew-drop  glistened  for 
a  moment  in  the  sunshine  of  our  laudatory 
smiles, — ^then  all  was  over.  No  I  hold  I — 
allow  me  to  correct  myself ;  its  effects  are 
still  apparent :  already  the  widow  has  dis- 
posed of  several  fowls  at  more  than  remu- 
nerative prices,  and  our  Hibernian  friend 
has,  by  self-imposed  and  hardly-earned 
<<  over- work,"  secured  a  faultless  male 
bird.  I  greet,  too,  with  sincerest  pleasure, 
the  announcement  that  even  now  he  has 


already  obtained  two  hatches  of  chickens 
that  "promise  well."  In  the  culture  of 
these  many  hours  are  thus  spent  that 
mieht  otherwise  have  been  squandered, 
within  the  soul-debasing  influences  of  a 
pot-house  kitchen. 

Readers  and  cottagers,  pray  do  give  one 
second  thought  to  the  reply  of  the  poor, 
but  honest  Mike  :— 

"Maister!  do  you  think  I  could  take 
that,  that  I  didn't  win  ;  put  him  up  for 
anither  yere,  and  thin  I'll  thry  agin  to.  be 
afther  him."  • 

E.  C. 


Amencan  Accoimt  of  the  Brahma 
Pootras. 

A  coRBESPONDENT  of  the  United  States 
has  frequently  urged  us  to  give  to  British 
amateurs  an  account  of  the  Brahma  Pootra 
fowl,  as  it  may  be  found  in  "  Miner's  Do- 
mestic Poultry  Book  " — ^the  last  American 
work  upon  poultry.  The  account  consists 
of  fourteen  pages  (many  of  them  very 
closely  printed)  with  long  digressions  on 
the  question,  by  what  name  we  should  call 
these  fowls — one  much  less  interesting  to 
the  English  amateur  than  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  fowls  themselves  as  a  hand- 
some and  useful  addition  to  our  poultry 
yards. 

A  single  pair  of  the  birds  appears  to 
have  been  brought  to  America  by  accident, 
the  name  of  the  person  into  whose  hands 
they  fell  does  not  transpire,  and  the 
account  which  he  gave  was,  that  ^Hhey 
were  brought  there  by  some  sailors  in  the 
India  ships."  They  were  purchased  at 
New  York  by  a  mechanic  of  the  name  of 
Chamberlain,  and,  from  him,  their  pro- 
geny soon  spread,  and  were  noticed  by 
many  first-rate  breeders  of  poultry. 

The  following  description  of  their  appear- 
ance, we  believe  to  be  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Bennett,  "  one  of  the  most  extensive 
fowl  fanciers  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
originator  of  the  New  England  Poultrv 
Society."     "The  Brahma  Pootra  fowls 
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may  be  thus  described:  the  cock  is 
mostly  white,  with  neck  hackles  pencilled 
with  Mack.  The  comb  is  small  and  ser- 
rated, though  frequently  they  have  the 
perfect  pea-comb  of  ihe  Sumatra  pheasant 
game  fowl,  which  is  always  a  rare  indica* 
tion  of  fineness  of  flesh.  The  samp 
hackles^  white,  faintly  tinged  with  yellow, 
the  tail  is  black,  with  glossy,  green  plume 
feathers.  The  wings  and  a  portion  of  the 
neck  hackles,  slightly  pencilled  with 
bkck." 

**^Iie  pullets  are  white,  with  black  tails, 
the  wings  and  neck  slightly  pencilled  with 
black.  The  wattles  ure  small;  but  the 
earlobes  are  extremely  large  and  pen- 
dulous/' 

"  The  legs  are  yellow,  and  usually  very 
heavily  feathered:  though  I  have  seen 
some  excellent  spedmens  with  smooth 
legs." 

"Their  weight,  at  maturity,  is  from 
twoify'-two  to  twenty-five  pounds  per 
pair,  and  l^ey  are  quite  symmetrical  in 
their  conformation." 

''The  Brahma  Pootras  lay  liurger  eggs 
than  any  other  Asiatic  fowls." 

The  next  quotation  is  in  Mr.  Miner's 
own  words. 

*^  I  received  in  the  spring  of  1852  a  pair 
of  Brahma  Pootras  from  Dr.  Bennett,  and 
I  have  had  abundant  evidence  of  their 
character  to  warrant  me  in  saying  that 
this  breed  of  fowls  is  magnificent,  hardy, 
handsome,  and  prolific,  and  destined  to  be 
of  great  po^ularitv-.  They  possess  all  the 
vaLuaUe  traits  of  the  best  Shanghaes,short- 
Ifi^ed,  compact,  great  layers,  &c.,  besides 
bang  larger  and  far  more  attractive  to  the 
eye.  They  lav  daily  while  titiey  do  lay, 
as  a  general  rule,  and  stop  but  a  few  days 
between  broods,  when  not  allowed  to  sit. 
Tiieir  eggs  are  very  large,  laiger  than 
thoee  of  any  other  fowl  m  this  country. 
They  are  the  most  quiet,  docile  fowl 
known,  never  pecking  at  young  chickens, 
and  will  seldom  leave  the  yard  where  bred 
when  an  opportunity  is  given  them,  unless 
forced  to  do  so.  [This  last  particular  we 
find  at  moience  with  our  own  experience. 


which  is,  that  the  Brahma  Pootras  are  ex- 
ceedingly fond  of  ranging,  and  net  very 
easy  to  keep  in. — ^En.l 

'^In  regard  to  hardiness,  I  can  truly  say 
that  nothing  in  the  way  of  poultry  can 
excel  them.  The  chicks  are  the  most 
easily  raised  of  any  I  ever  saw.  Few  or 
none  die  of  disease,  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  and  what  I  learn  from  others  who 
have  bred  lliem.  They  are  covered  with 
a  soft  down  that  protects  them,  similar  to 
that  on  young  ducks,  and  the  morning  dew 
or  wet  grass  nas  little  or  no  effect  on  them. 
If  you  have  a  brood  hatch,  you  can  counfc 
upon  raising  every  chick,  unless  killed  by 
accident,  vermin,  or  some  other  enemy. 
The  feathers  of  these  fowls  equal  those  of 


*' During  the  summer  season  they  feed  on 
grass  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  consume 
no  more  food  than  our  smallest  common 
breedsw  This  occurs  when  they  have  a 
good  range  of  grass. 

**This  breea  of  fowls  was  wholly  un- 
known in  £«ngland,  till  Dr.  Bennett  sent 
a  pair  to  Mrs.  Hosier  Williams,  of  Eaton 
Mascott,  near  Shrewsbury.'' 


Can  Poultry  be  made  profitable? 

PART  I. 

Thb  question  is  often  asked  of  those 
conversant  with  poultry,  can  it  be  made  a 
profitable  pursuit?  As  it  is  put  by  two 
classes,  it  will  be  necessary  to  divide  the 
answer  to  suit  all  querists. 

Do  you  mean  to  breed  for  exhibition  1 
It  can  be  made  to  pay. 

The  outlinr  will  be  large,  but  the  return 
will  be  speecly .  If  you  are  not  a  thoroughly 
good  judge  of  the  breed  you  are  about  to 
buy,  you  must  get  the  assistance  of  some 
one  who  is^  and  here  under  proper  guidance 
the  utility  of'  a  poultry  show  becomes 
manifest.  The  larger  the  show  the  better. 
Take  Birmingham  for  example,  and  say 
YOU  want  to  buy  Dorkings^  vou  have 
between  two  and  three  hun<ked  pens  of 
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the  best  birds  in  the  woidd,  where,  .with 
the  assistance  of  a  connoisseur^  you  may 
read  their  merits  as  in  a  book.  You  have 
also  the  prizes  and  commendations  to  guide 
you.  If  the  prices  b^  too  high,  being,  as 
they  are  intended  to  be,  proMbitory,  at 
least  you  can  learn  to  know  the  requisite 
merits  and  points  of  the  bird  you  wish  to 
purchase,  and  possessing  such  knowledge 
either  from  dealer  or  amateur,  you  can 
procure  those  you  require.  But  you  cannot 
buy  them  cheap,  and  the  saving  of  a  few 
pounds  may  be  the  loss  of  many  prizes, 
and  entail  endless  disappointment. 

From  such  birds  as  have  taken  prizes  at 
laige  exhibitions,  you  may  fairly  calculate 
on  rearing  stock  that  will  be  themselves 
winners.  It  is  hard  in  the  present  day  to 
say  what  price  amounts  to  a  prohibition,  but 
it  may  occur  that  the  sale  of  one  prize  pen 
will  pay  for  the  purchase  of  the  parents  of 
your  whole  stock.  But  you  would  doubt- 
less exhibit  more  than  one  pen, — all  of 
the  same  strain,  as  the  prize  birds  are  sure 
to  be  sold.  Take  Mr.  I^isher  Hobbs's  suc- 
cess at  the  London  show  as  an  example. 
That  gentleman  exhibited  for  the  second 
time  in  his  life  at  the  Metropolitan  show. 
He  was  successful,  taking  both  prizes  in 
one  class,  and  having  both  pens  highly 
commended  in  another.  He  had  nine 
birds,  and  they  were  sold  for  seventy-eight 
guineas.  Such  examples  might  be  cited 
m  numbers,  but  he  bought  the  best  to  begin 
with,  bred  from  them,  and  had  them  well 
done  from  the  first.  But  the  amount  for 
which  the  birds  actually  at  the  show  are 
sold  is  small,  compared  with  the  increase 
in  value  of  the  wnole  stock  from  which 
they  were  selected.  It  is  four-fold  at 
least,  and  it  is  soon  perceived  by  the  orders 
that  pour  in  for  eggs  and  chickens  of  the 
prize  stock.  We  know  that  hundreds 
have  been  made  in  a  year  from  such  a 
yard.  These  are,  however,  the  blue  ribands 
of  the  poultry  pursuit,  and  belong  to  the 
favoured  few.  Seeing  that  three  prizes 
have  often  to  be  distributed  among  three 
hundred  pens,  we  should  offer  but  little 
solace  to  competitors,  and  poorly  redeem 


our  assertion  that  we  would  prove  poultry 
profitable,  if  we  had  nothing  to  offer  beyond 
this.  Unsuccessful  exhibitors  are  only  in 
that  cat^[ory  so  far  as  the  prize-taking  is 
concerned.  There  is  always  a  ready  sale 
at  highly  remunerative  prices  for  good 
stock,  well  matched,  and  in  high  condition. 
Here,  the  produce  of  birds  bought  at 
moderate  sums,  may  come  in  for  some  of 
the  emolument  which  should  be  the  reward 
of  care  and  iudgment. 

Those  who  were  at  the  Birmingham 
show  last  December,  will  easily  recollect 
that  after  two  hours,  there  was  not  a  pen 
of  good  Dorkings  unsold.  The  catalogue 
will  show  that  many,  altogether  undis- 
tingubhed  by  the  judges,  sold  for  sums 
varying  from  thirty  to  fifty  shillings  each. 
Four  pens,  each  containing  four  fowls, 
sold  for  thirty  pounds,  must  be  profitable^ 
and  this  done  at  four  shows  in  the  year, 
will  make  the  result  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds.  This  is  not  an  imaginary 
case.  To  go  lower  in  the  scale  of  prices, 
admit  that  they  make  but  one  pound,  or 
even  fifteen  shillings  each,  still  it  pays, 
because  the  current  expenses  of  the  birds 
will  be  defrayed  by  eegs  and  chickens  sold 
or  consumed,  and  these  exhibited  birds 
will  be  a  clear  profit.  J.  B. 


Time  of  Tear  most  suitable  for  Poultry 
ExMbitioiis. 

This  subject  has  already  been  a  good 
deal  canvassed,  but  almost  always  the  con- 
sideration which  has  seemed  to  weigh  most 
heavily  on  the  opinions  of  the  disputants 
has  been  the  question  :  what  time  of  the 
year  will  the  fowls  be  in  best  feather 
for  show?  This  is,  I  admit,  a  very  im- 
portant consideration,  worthy  of  every 
regard ;  and  I  think  that  perhaps  the 
generally  received  opinion,  tliatsoon  after 
moulting  (viz.,  the  latter  end  of  Novem- 
ber, December,  and  January),  is  the  time 
when  this  desirable  feature  is  best  attained. 

This  by  no  means  proves,  however,  that 
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for  every  purpose  this  is  the  season  to 
select  for  a  poultry  exhibition ;  and  I 
rather  fancy  some  few  will  second  my 
ojuiions.  Taking  it  as  allowed,  that  to 
continue  lasting,  a  poultry  show  must  be 
profitable,  or  at  least,  that  its  expenses  and 
receipts  must  in  a  general  degree  equalize ; 
my  ideas  are  in  favour  *^^Jonger  days 
•id  finer  toeatherJ*  There  are  naturally 
some  peculiaritieB  connected  with  di£Ferent 
localities,  which  none  but  the  inhabitants 
themselves  can  fully  appreciate,  and  ithe 
importance  of  which,  poultry  exhibition 
counties  will  do  well  to  consider,  with  the 
attention  it  so  justly  deserves,  prior  to  tiie 
publication  of  the  first  prize  list.  This  is 
more  than  usually  applicable  to  most  of  our 
fiisfaionable  watering  places,  and  want  of 
reflection  on  this  point  has  been  the  first 
'^stumbling-block"  to  many,  who  might 
otherwise  have  been  successful.  At  the 
time  the  first  show  took  place  at  Birming- 
ham, the  date  was  fixed  through  the  con- 
nection of  fat  pigs  with  the  poultry  ;  the 
latter,  of  courae,  it  was  necessary  to 
slaughter  at  the  close-approaehing  Christ- 
mas. Since  that,  the  addition  ox:  the  fat 
stock  has  caused  it  still  to  be  fixed  at  the 
same  period.  •  In  the  instance  of  Birming- 
ham, the  consequences  mav  not  be  so  im- 
portant, from  its  now  being  perfectly 
established,  and  its  unusual  advantages  by 
railway  communication  to  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  ;  but  to  a  society  on  the  eve  of 
its  nudden  attempt,  the*state  of  the  weather 
on  the  morning  of  opening  to  the  public, 
if  unpropitious,  tells  fearfullv  on  the 
ooffBrs ;  and  if  not  parties  ^  who  do  not 
chobee  to  be  beaten,''  the  chances  are,  the 
attempt  is  never  repeated,  and  the  project 
(somewhat  rashly)  is  determined  **  a  com- 
plete faOure." 

It  may  be  supposed,  ^  that  though  the 
injury  may  be  great,"  this  statement  must 
be  aomewmit  exag|9erated ;  that  if  inclined 
to  oome,  parties  will  not  think  anything  of 
the  weather,  and  a  few  pounds  difference  in 
the  admission-money  v^U  not  ruin  or  make 
us;  such  like  is  the  reasoning  often  made 
use  of  by  parties  unpractised  in  the  essen- 


tials necessary  to  insure  areally  successful 
show.  The^  are  fallacious.  Though  wU- 
Ungly  admitted,  that  those  parties  who 
attend  the  private  view  (on  the  five  diil- 
lings  or  half-crown  day,  as  tiie  case  may- 
be, and  of  whom  it  is  wished  to  speak 
with  the  utmost  respect)  are  not  greatly 
influenced  by  such  matters ;  the  middle 
and  humble  classes,  whose  shillings  tell 
twenty-fold  on  the  finances  the  following 
day,  are  oft  times  virtually  prohibited 
from  attending  if  bad  weather  sets  in ; 
more  especially  if  out  of  the  way  of  rails, 
when  a  seat  in  the  only  conveyance  be- 
comes a  luxury  which  money  can  scarcely 
purchase.  There  seems  to  be  one  feeling 
common  to  all  human  nature,  *'  that  sum- 
mer storms  are  transient,  winter  storms 
hold  on ;"  independent,  therefore,  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  long  summer's  day  to  insure 
plenty  of  time  on  such  an  occasion,  fancy 
the  difierent  ideas  suggested  to  the  minds 
of  the  aroused  ones  at  early  dawn,  should 
tempestuous  weather  rule  the  day.  If  vour 
solitary  domestic  tells  you  ''It's  six  o'clock, 
sir,  but  it's  raining  ever  so,"  hope  prompts 
a  change,  if  summer  time ;  but  should  the 
opposite  statement,  "  It's  been  snowing  all 
niffht,  sir,"  be  proclaimed,  and  beneath  the 
half-raised  window-blind  you  witness  the 
best  possible  attestation  of  the  fact,  it  cer- 
tainly requires  not  a  prophet  to  f oretel  the 
probabilities.  There  is  also  a  national  in- 
clination for  "an  out"  that  takes  posses- 
sion of  us  all  (though  perhaps  in  different 
degrees),  when  mature  appears  in  all  her 
wonted  loveliness  ;  not  so,  however,  when 
rugged  winter  pinches  all  around,  and  the 
question  begins  to  assume  undue  import- 
ance, as  to  "  what  we  are  to  do  with  our 
over-coats,  shawls,  &c.  while  in  the  exhi- 
bition." On  such  occasions  they  are  always 
troublesome  companions  if  taken  with 
you  ;  if  they  are  left  in  the  care  of  stran- 
gers (amid  many  others),  it  is  possible 
thev  may  never  prove  any  further  trouble, 
or  he  exchanged  for  such  as  are  by  no 
means  their  superiors.  All  these  matters, 
trifling  as  they  appear  at  first  sight,  when 
combined  teU  wonderfully  on  the  receipts ; 
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aad  it  need  not  be  insmtod,  the  amount  oif 
the  awards  for  prizes  in  future  yeans  is 
greatly  influenced  by  the  success  of  pre- 
sent  speculations. 

E.C. 


A  Chapter  on  Bats. 

Rats  amonc^  the  poultry !  **  Dear  me," 
the  reader  will  exclaim,  '*^A^  surely  seem 
a  little  out  of  place  there  r^  So  also 
thinks  many  an  amateur  when  some  patri- 
arch among  the  rats  thins  out  his  finest 
chickens,  and  then  defies  the  cleverest  of  his 
traps — ^the  most  tempHng  of  his  baits. 

When  provoked  beyond  patience  by  the 
depredations  of  these  bloodthirsty  enemies, 
I  saw  the  following  advice  in  an  American 
work  upon  poultry  (written  by  one  Mica- 
jah  Cock),  and  tried  it : — 

"Take  any  water-tight  vessel  and  fill 
it  partly  with  water :  pour  on  this  bran 
nearly  to  the  top,  and,  simple  as  it  appears, 
more  than  a  dozen  rats  have  been  caught 
by  it  in  one  night.** 

I  raised  a  pyramid  of  bran  that  <yught  to 
have  tempted  anything  fond  of  the  com- 
modity, and  for  a  day  and  a  half  it  stood 
its  ground — or  rather  its  water — ^nobly; 
but  then  it  sank  to  rise  no  mere,  and  there 
was  an  end  of  my  bushel  of  hnn,  and  no 
rats  caught. 

•  A  cage-trap  and  several  other  traps  are 
capital  at  catching  young  rats,  but  tne  old 
ones  are  too  sly  to  be  so  caught.  Fellow- 
amateurs  !  to^vm  I  appeal !  What  are  we 
to  do  about  the  rats  this  year?  Are  they 
to  cull  the  choicest  of  our  Cochin  Chinas 
(for  I  verily  believe  they  prefer  the 
clearest  coloured,  sqnarest-built  among  the 
chickens,  and  have  little  doubt  in  my  own 
mind  that  they  consider  Brahma  Pootras 
very  good  for  the  table),  or  eliall  we  make 
a  stand  against  them  ?  Now  I  am  credibly 
informed  thev  do  not  read  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle ;"  let  us,  therefore,  in  its  pages 
oonfbr  together  to  compass  their  destruc- 
tion. 

In  England,  perhaps  we  are  now  almost 


as  mtmenms  as  our  enemieB— but  then  they 
are  so  sly — ^I  rather  think  tlt^  have  the 
advantage  there.  But,  however,  let  us 
compare  notes  as  to  how  we  ean  best  rid 
ourselves  of  them  and  their  depredations. 

Since  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  my 
own  poultry,  I  haite  managed  to  compass 
the  destmotion  of  a  good  number  of  the 
enemy.  On  one  occasion,  a  lai^e  rat  had 
been  seen  in  the  yard  picking  up  the  com 
which  the  poultry  had  left  unconsumed, 
for  several  successive  mornings  at  an  >early 
hour.  When  I  looked  out  (having  been 
called  for  the  purpose)  there  ^e  was — a 
large  brown  rat.  She  was  engaged  in  a 
way  I  should  have  admired  and  com- 
mended in  any  beast  but  a  rat,  evidently 
carrying  com,  grain  by  grain,  to  her  little 
ones,  for  which  purpose  she  znade  repeated 
jonmeys  to  and  fro.  I  set  aside  mercy 
with  the  reflection — **  Perhaps  the  next 
meal  she  might  think  desirable  for  her 
ofispring,  might  be  two  or  three  of  my 
chickens  or  little  ducklings" — ^and  she  was 
shot. 

Can  any  of  your  correspondents  tell  me 
if  there  are  several  kinds  of  rats  which 
infest  houses  ?  For  I  have  soBMtimes  had 
my  chickens  carried  ofi;  the  greater  part 
of  a  brood  at  a  time,  and  they  have  after- 
wards been  found  with  the  Hood  suckad. 
Sometimes  they  axe  carried  away  singly, 
and  afterwards  found  almost  gnawed  to 
pieces. 

A  strong  gin  is  the  best  trap  I  have 
made  use  of;  a  cage-trM>  has  also  been 
found  very  good :  and  phosphorus  paste 
is  a  poison  which  I  -tad  does  great  eBecn- 
tion.  But  I  should  like  to  know  how- 
other  amateurs  deal  with  iheir  n,i%  and 
how  they  eiroomveat  the  machinations  of 
these  very  vexatious  pests  to  the  poultry- 
yard.  A.B. 


"  Shangfaae  hens  will  not  scratch."  Yes, 
but  they  will  scratch,  if  not  as  badly  as 
others,  as  badly  as  they  know  how. — In^fm 
"  The  FemMing  Mirror**  an  Amoriam 
periodical. 
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The  good  Step-&ther. 

Thb  old  axiom,  that  "  a  friend  in  need, 
is  a  friend  indeed,"  was  perhaps  nerer 
better  illustrated  than  in  the  lollowing 
narratiYe ;  nor  yet  an  instance  recorded, 
in  which  the  sensitiveness  and  persever- 
ance of  a  bird  was  more  strongly  tested. 
The  son  of  a  gamekeeper,  near  Birming- 
ham, kept  several  pairs  of  tumbler  pigeons, 
which  roamed  about  at  perfect  liberty, 
sometimes  to  considerable  distances. 

On  the  occasion  to  w^hich  I  am  about  to 
allade,  their  owner  was  "game  watching," 
when  he  heard  the  loud  report  of  a  gun, 
and  looking  sharply  around,  saw  his  own 
pigeons  flying  towards  home  from  a  piece 
of  newlf-sown  "  spring  wheat ;"  two,  how- 
ever, being  missing.  On  running  to  the 
spot  he  found  a  farmer's  boy-servant 
**  pocketing  "  the  two  lost  ones,  both  being 
killed  dead,  and  unfortunately  a  pair, 
which  then  had  young  ones  about  eight 
or  nine  days  old.  Towards  evening  when 
their  owner  returned  festering;  with  wrath, 
from  the  supposition  that  the  young  too 
mtue  fall  a  samfice  from  want,  he  was 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  an  old  cock 
pigeon  busily  engaged  feeding  the  bereft 
ones,  whilst  his  mate  performed  the  same 
kindly  offiee  for  her  awn  callow  ofispring, 
(which,  by-the-bye,  were  about  two  or 
tkree  days  younger  than  her  spouse^s 
adopted  ones).  Thus  the  affair  continued 
till  all  four  of  the  young  were  beginning 
to  feather,  when  as  '^  misfortunes  are 
alwij^s  twin-bortty*  a  large  hawk  pounced 
suddenly  on  the  hen  pigeon  whilst  basking 
in  the  son  on  some  out-buildings,  and  bore 
it  away  never  to  return. 

The  male  bird  now  seemed  very  sorely 
puzaled  ^  for  ways  and  means"  to  support 
nis  additional  charge;  walking  rapidly 
backwards  and  forwards  from  one  nest  to 
the  other,  then  flying  long  rounds  from 
the  premises,  and  returning;  cooed  most 
incessantly,  in  the  vain  hope  of  recalling 
to  her  duties  his  absent  mate. 

At  lengUi  (as  ^e  young  ones  in  bceh 


nests  flapped  their  wings,  and  called  pite- 
oualy  whenever  he  approached,  being 
oppressed  with  hunger),  he  commenced 
feeding  all  four,  which  self-imposed  task 
he  persisted  in  till  all  were  reared.  The 
sequel  of  my  anecdote  is  by  no  means 
satisfactory :  the  hawk  (which  had  so 
much  increased  tlie  toils  and  troubles  of 
this  faithful  bird)  returned,  and  made  a 
quarry  of  our  hero  ;  but  its  owner  being 
alive  to  the  disaster,  followed  secretly  to 
the  woods,  where  the  oppressor  fell  a 
victim  to  his  deadly  aim,  whilst  eating  its 
half-devoured  prey. 

E. 


Faxting  Directions. 

*'  Now  mind,  Richard,  take  care  of  the 
Queen,  and  keep  Lucretia  by  herself. 
The  Duke  must  be  shut  up.  He  is  worse 
than  nothing  now.  Let  Laura  out  in  the 
morning,  and  Miss  Dubois  in  the  after- 
noon. The  Muses  may  all  run  from  two 
till  four.  Has  Fanny  Kemble  come  off 
yet?'  Look  well  after  them  till  I  come 
down.  I  shall  sell  Rienzi  and  Julius,  but 
fear  their  day  is  gone  by."  These  were  the 
learned  interrogatories  and  orders  given  in 
the  two  short  minutes  at  a  station  on  the 
North  Western  while  the  train  stopped, 
and  a  young  man  evidently  met  an  old 
gentleman  by  appointment.  As  I  was  in 
the  same  carriage,  I  thought  the  journey 
to  London  would  unravel  that  which  was 
a  mystery  to  me. 

'the  names  referred  to  Cochin  China 
fowls.  The  Queen  was  supposed  to  steal 
her  nest.  Lucretia  had  a  bad  habit  of 
eating  her  eggs.  Laura  and  Miss  Dubois 
were  the  cracks  of  tlie  yard.  The  Muses, 
nine  hopeful  pullets.  Fanny  Kemble  was 
busy  sitting  on  nine  eggs.  The  Tribune 
and  the  p;iorlous  but  ambitious  Julius 
were  destined  to  the  famous  hammer  of 
Mr.  Stevens. 

A.  R. 
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HiatB  to  Poultry  Show  Committees. 

In  my  last  I  named  the  best  time  and 
davs  for  an  exhibition,  and  now  must  say 
a  few  words  respecting  the  number  of  days 
an  exhibition  should  be  kept  open. 

A  CTeat  agitation  was  made  about  a  year 
ago,  by  some  very  influential  exhibitors, 
to  induce  the  Birmingham  committee  to 
reduce  the  number  of  show-days,  but  un- 
fortunately without  the  success  the  move- 
ment deserved.  If  the  leading  committee 
had  yielded  to  the  wishes  then  so  strongly 
and  reasonably  expressed^  doubtless  all  the 
other  poultry-show  committees  would  have 
made  a  similar  abridgement :  no  one  can 
deny  that  a  four  days'  show,  and  the  neces- 
sary exposure  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
birds  to  two  Sundays' close  package,  is  ex- 
ceedingly prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the 
exhibitors,  and  when  the  great  value  of  the 
stock  exhibited  is  taken  into  consideration, 
it  is  questionable  if  the  injury  done  to  the 
birds  is  not  greater  than  the  hea^  gained 
to  the  promoters.  It  is  urged  on  the  other 
side  that  less  than  a  four  days'  show  will  not 
pay..  I  question  it — ^I  maintain  that  if  the 
oirds  were  all  penned  before  the  Saturday 
night,  and  judged  on  the  Monday,  the 
public  admitted  at  a  high  price  on  Tuesday 
morning  until  four  o'clock,  and  then  at  a 
reduceaprice  until  nine  o'clock,  and  the  ex- 
hibition opened  throughout  Wednesday  at 
a  low  rate,  that  the  birds  might  be  repacked 
during  the  night  or  following  day,  and 
returned  to  their  owners,  so  that  the  most 
distant  birds  would  be  quietly  at  home 
within  one  week  of  their  departure  thence. 
If  the  number  of  pens  exhibited  were  not 
large,  the  judges  might  perform  tlieir  work 
during  tiie  Monday  morning,  so  that  a 
private  view  might  take  place  during  the 
Monday  evening ;  but  this  must  be  a 
matter  of  great  consideration,  for  on  no 
account  ought  the  judges  to  be  pressed  for 
time,  but  this  b  a  point  I  shall  more  fully 
dilate  upon  hereafter. 

If  a  neighbourhood  will  not  support  a 
show  of  two  days^  I  would  not  recommend 


it  as  a  desirable  place  for  a  poultry  exhi- 
bition. The  committee  may  rely  that  the 
proposal  of  the  shorter  time  will  be  much 
more  likely  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  prin- 
cipal amateurs. 

Having  fixed  the  number  of  days,  the 
committ^  should  next  proceed  to  name  a 
day  upon  which  the  entries  must  be  closed. 
I  most  strongly  recommend  that  it  should 
be  a  clear  month,  if  not  six  weeks,  before 
the  show-day.  Let  me  assure  the  com-. 
mittee  that  they  will  have  four  weeks'  hard 
work  before  them,  and  moreover  let  them 
on  no  consideration  be  beguiled  into  keep- 
ing the  entry  open  one  minute  after  the 
appointed  time,  that  door  once  opened  is 
most  difficult  to  close,  and  endless  will  be 
the  confusion,  annoyance,  and  vexation  to 
one  and  all  if  this  regulation  is  not  strictly 
adhered  to.  With  regard  to  the  other 
regulations  for  the  show,  I  append  a  list  of 
regulations,  which  has  been  found  to  work 
well,  and  will  then  make  comments 
thereon. 

REGULATIONS. 

1.  The  jndgMwiUbelempowered  to  withhold  a 
prize  or  prizes  in  any  of  the  classes  in  which  the 
specimens  are  of  an  inferior  quality. 

2.  All  spedmens  must  be  the  property  of  the 
exhibitor,  and  the  discovery  of  any  false  state- 
ment as  to  the  proprietorship  of  the  specimens, 
or  their  ages,  or  otherwise,  will  nullify  all  claims 
on  the  promoters  of  the  exhibition. 

3.  The  aves  of  the  chickens  must  be  accnrat^y 
stated;  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  ages  of  the 
other  specimens  should  be  stated  in  the  certifi- 
cates, whenever  practicable.  Chickens  of  1854 
cannot  be  showh  in  the  classes  for  birds  above 
one  year  old. 

4.  All  specimens  most  be  named  with  theur 
correct  titles :  and  it  is  requested  that  all  known 
synonymes  (provincial  or  otherwise)  may  be 
added. 

5.  Exhibitors  must  state  a  price  for  all  sped- 
mens on  sale,  as  one  of  the  main  oojects  of  the 
Exhibition  is  to  afford  breeders  an  opportunity  of 
improving  their  collections  at  a  time  when  tbey 
are  best  enabled  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the 
several  varieties.  Specimens  that  are  not  for 
sale,  must,  therefore,  be  distinctly  entered  "  Not 
fOr  Sale."  Birds  must  be  sold  at  the  prices 
named,  if  daimed.  Five  per  cent,  will  be  de- 
ducted  from  all  sales,   towards  defraying  the 
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expenses  of  the  Exhibition.    AU  mlea  mnst  be 
made  through  the  Secretary. 

6.  Specimens  may  be  sent  from  any  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

7.  The  whole  of  the  specimens  must  be  in  the 

place  of  exhibition  on .    Hampers,  baskets, 

&c.,  moat  be  addressed  (carriage  paid)  to 

Honorary  Secretary. 

8.  Fowls  entered  in  a  wrong  class,  or  with 
dipoedy  drawn,  or  trimmed  plumage,  or  fraudn- 
lenuy  dressed,  will  be  excluded  from  taking 
prizes^  and  the  judges  will  be  requested  to  notice 
all  inegQlaritlea  they  may  discover. 

9.  HiA  condition,  beauty  of  plumage,  and 
purity  of  race  will  be  taken  into  consideration  by 
the  judges  in  preference  to  mere  weight. 

10.  All  eggs  laid  during  the  time  the  birds  are 
being  exhibited  will  be  destroyed. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  No.  5  is  a  better 
r^^nlation  iiuax  inviting  exhibitors  to  name 
a  nominal  and  ridicnlous  price  ;  the  latter 
practice  is  hiehly  objectionable,  and  ex- 
ceedingly likely  to  mislead  tjrros.  I  would 
also  append  to  the  same  r^^ation  the 
words  ''  that  in  all  cases .  of  sale  the 
hamper  or  package  shall  be  included  in 
the  purchase."  I  have  before  expressed 
an  opinion  that  such  a  regulation  will  save 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  all  concerned. 
No.  7  next  commands  attention;  this 
regulation  ought  to  be  prefaced  with 
**  Each  pen  of  birds  must  be  packed  in  a 
separate  namper,  with  its  direction  securely 
and  prouiinently  fixed  on  the  top ;  ham- 
pers or  packages  with  more  than  one  lot  in 
them  will  not  be  received  ;  proper  direction 
labels  will  be  supplied  by  the  secretary, 
and  on  the  reverse  side  must  have  the 
sender's  name  and  direction  written  for  the 
return  of  the  birds."  The  best  directions 
are  those  cards  used  by  the  .Birmingham 
committee,  and  no  better  can  be  devised. 
The  payment  of  carriage  must  also  be  in- 

'  sisted  on ;  and  the  secretary  should,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  birds,  immediately  write 
to  those  parties  who,  from  circumstances, 
have  been  unable  to  prepay  all  the  car- 
riage, and  obtain  from  them  the  full 
amount  before  the  birds  are  returned.    I 

.  have  known  parties  calling  themselves, 
gentlemen,  who  have  turned  a  deaf  ear 

I  to  all  applications  for  payment  when  they 


had  got  their  birds  home  again.  No.  8  is 
a  very  necessary  r^;ulation.  No.  10  re- 
quires that  the  word  destroyed  should  not 
be  too  soon  carried  into  effect ;  the  adop- 
tion of  this  word  has  caused  the  practice  of 
smashing  the  eggs  in  the  pens,  and  leaving 
them  there  with  the  kind  remark,  *'  There  I 
poor  things,  there's  something  for  you  to 
eat !"  Fowls,  like  other  bipeds,  have  their 
vices,  and  the  most  deadly  is  the  said  habit 
of  eating  their  own  eggs ;  the  habit  once 
adopted  can  never  be  broken  through,  it  is 
incurable,  and  many  an  amateur  would  at 
this  moment  pay  most  liberally  for  a  cer- 
tain cure  of  tnis  dreadful  vice.  I  have  at 
this  present  time  a  most  splendid  cock, 
who  learned  this  trick  at  a  late  show,  and 
now  seems  to  consider  all  eggs  as  his  per- 
quisites ;  indeed,  he  has  grown  so  cunning 
that  he  watches  some  bantams  to  their  nes^ 
and  after  what  he  considers  a  due  allow- 
ance of  time  will  turn  the  hen  out  of  the 
nest  to  obtain  the  very  undesii*able  bonne 
louche:  nothing  will  cure  it ;  I  have  tried 
mustard,  cayenne,  and  otlier  things  in- 
serted in  the  shells.  The  eggs  ought,  there-, 
fore,  to  be  carefully  removed  and  then 
broken  afterwards  by  some  authorised 
person,  who  ought  to  be  especially  ap- 
pointed for  this  sole  purpose. 

The  remainder  of  the  regulations  shall 
be  considered  next  week. 

W.W. 


Chit-Chat 

At  Mr.  Stevens's  Sale,  on  the  28tl^ 
Mr.  Stainton's  birds  were  well  competed 
for,  as  were  some  others  also  ;  but  many 
of  an  inferior  quality  were  to  be  returned 
unsold.  "  I  endeavour  to  prevent  parties 
residing  at  a  distance,"  Mr..  Stevens  writes 
to  us, "  sending  birds  of  an  inferior  quality 
to  London ;  but  with  all  my  endeavours, 
I  cannot  prevent  it.  The  clause  in  mv 
catalogue,  which  relates  to  putting  up  eacn 
lot  at  five  shillings,  I  was  in  hopes  would 
have  remedied  thSs,  as  I  do  not  agree  with 
your  correspondent,  ^  One  of  the  Maniacs,' 
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tiiat  it  would  be  adyisable  to  deriate  from 
this  plan.  Leadenhall  and  Newgate  market 
are  the  most  appropriate  places  for  the  class 
of  birds  which  are  not  worth  that  sum.  I 
established  these  periodical  sales  to  facilitate 
the  interchan^  of  breeds  of  faw^/ poultry^ 
and  I  want,  if  possible,  to  conduct  them 
respectably,  and  in  a  manner  to  conduce 
towards  this  end." — Signed,  J.  C.  Stevens. 

Gbeat  Poultry  Show  at  Albany, 
U.S.— "We  have  just  returned  from 
Albany,"  says  an  American  journalist, 
"  where  the  New  York  -  State  Poultry 
Society  held  its  first  annual  show,  and  a 
splenmd  affair  it  was.  Some  seven  or 
eight  hundred  specimens  were  on  exhibi- 
tion ;  from  the  Mammoth  Brahma-Pootra 
-^which,  if  saddled,  would  carry  a  man 
a  mile  in  *  two  forty '  easy— down  to  the 
little  Bantam,  no  larger  than  a  robin !  No 
diow  up  to  this  time  (the  national  show 
comes  off  in  New  York  next  week)  that 
has  taken  place  in  this  country,  can  be 
compared  to  that  at  Albany,  in  regard  to 
the  magnificent  display  of  Adatie  fowls. 
Several  New  England  gentlemen  admitted 
to  us  that  they  never  saw  such  splendid 
fowls  before,  and  that  the  Boston  shows 
were  far  inferior  in  Asiatic  fowls." — Ihnn 
the  Northern  Farmer  for  March, 

Pri(je  of  Fancy  Fowls  in  America. 
— The  condition  of  the  poultry  market 
for  the  sale  of  improved  birds  remains 
about  the  same  as  during  last  season. 
Shan&^haes  (ordinary  specimens)  from  1  to  . 
3  dollars  per  pair.  The  best  specimens  of 
pure  blooas  sell  at  about  5  dollars  per  pair. 
Black  Spanish  fowls  hold  their  reputation 
as  layers,  and  there  their  merit  ends  ; 
raices  range  from  5  to  10  dollars  a  pair. 
They  are  worth  no  more,  in  our  opinion, 
than  the  black  Polish  fowls,  that  sell  at 
25  cents,  apiece.  Chittagonfi;s  not  popular. 
Brahma-Pootras,  usually  called  Branmas, 
for  the  sake  of  brevity.  The  demand  for 
them  is  on  the  increase,  and  prices  range 
enormously  high.  The  prices  in  England 
range  ifery  high,  and  'eggs  sell  at  about  5 
dollars  each  |_Traly  tales  do  not  lose  by 
carriage. — ^Ed.],  so  eager  are  the  British 


fowl  fanciers  to  obtain  the  breed.  Sere, 
the  price  is  from  10  to  20  dollars  a  pair, 
6  dollars  a  dozen  for  eggs. — Abridged  fironk 
the  Northern  Farmer  • 

The  fifth  condition  in  the  schedule  of 
our  Birmingham  show  is  mentioned  with 
merited  approbation  among  American  ama- 
teurs. 

Norwich  Poultry  Show. — ^We  are 
officially  informed,  that  the  Norfolk  and 
Eastern  Counties  Association,  for  the  im- 
provement of  domestic  poultry,  of  which 
the  Earl  of  Leicester  is  president,  will  hold 
the  second  annual  exhibition  in  November. 
Full  particulars  will  very  soon  be  issued 
by  R.  Hansel,  Esq.,  the  honorary  secretary. 

We  have  authority  for  stating  that 
Captain  Hornby,  R.N.,  has  transferred  the 
whole  of  his  stock  of  Dorking  and  Spanish 
fowls  to  H.  Davies,  Esq.,  of  Spring  Grove, 
Hounslow.  All  applications  for  eggs,  &c., 
must  now  be  made  to  that  gentleman. 

Warning  to  Amateurs. — We  find  by  a 
letter  from  our  correspondent  **  E.  C."  that 
the  parties  against  whose  eleoer  deaHng  our 
readers  were  warned  in  last  week's  num> 
her,  are  still  carrying  on  their  depredations 
with  success.  Amateurs  must  therefore 
be  cautious  how  thev  trust  their  fowls  to 
persons  who  are  not  known  to  them,  with- 
out first  receiving  the  money. 


%\i  mat'i  f ifttr-§ff3f. 


BBAPMA  POOTRA  FOWLS. 

Sir, — ^Will  you  kindly  afford  me  a  little 
space  in  your  useful  and  excellent  work, 
for  a  few  remarks  on  the  artide  by  y6ur 
correspondent,  **W.  W./'  in  last  week's 
number?  Far  be  it  from  me  to  attempt  to 
add  or  find  fault  with  one  single  word 
there  used,  in  reference  to  the  subject  on 
which  the  article  is  written,  for  m  my 
humble  opinion,  it  is  most  excellent  in  its 
intention,  and  practical  in  its  compositton  ; 
but  I  must  be  excused  for  takii^f  exoep- 
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tion  to  one  allnsion  therein.  Your  corre- 
spondent, in  speaking  of  the  merits  of 
honorary  secretaries,  says  that  good  ones 
"  are  qfdte  a«  rare  cuf  genuine  Srahnuts** 
Does  he  mean  to  infer  hy  this,  that  there 
are  no  genuine  Brahmas  ?  If  so,  will  he 
kindly  mform  your  hnmble  servant,  and 
the  poultry  world  at  large,  in  what  point 
should  a  pure  Brahma  differ  from  those 
which  we  are  now  accustomed  to  consider 
as  the  true  variety?  I  am  aware  that  great 
diyersity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  whether 
they  are  a  distinct  variety  or  not;  my  ex- 
perience, and  I  might  almost  venture  to 
add,  that  of  most  persons  who  have  them, 
is  in  favour  of  the  former  conclusion ; 
while,  strange  to  say,  nearly  all  those 
persons  whom  /  have  heard  pronounce  a 
contrary  opinion,  have  them  not,  conse- 
quently cannot  be  in  so  good  a  position 
to  pronounce  a  verdict,  as  those  who  have 
sat  in  judgment  on  them  during  one  or 
two  seasons.  I  will,  with  your  permission, 
yentore  to  point  out  the  distinctive  points 
of  difference  which  have  come  under  my 
obserration;  at  the  same  time  I  will  l>e 
candid,  and  confess  that  I  am  a  great 
admirer  of  them,  prefer  them  to  the  buff 
Cochhis,  and  believe  the  time  will  come 
when  they  will  be  universal  favourites. 
In  the  first  place,  taking  the  chick  from 
the  egg,  I  thmk  it  will  not  be  denied  that 
they  are  more  robust,  that  they  certainly 
feather  earlier  than  buff  chickens  hatched 
in  the  same  clutch,  and  also,  that  they  are 
of  m<»e  rapid  growth,  I  can  prove  to 
demonstration,  by  birds  now  running  in 
myywd.  In  the  adult  male  birds,  no  one 
can  Ual  to  be  struck  with  the  peculiar 
carriage  and  good  development  of  breast, 
these  points,  I  confess,  are  more  observable 
in  the  cocks  than  the  hens,  though,  on  the 
average,  I  believe  the  latter  carry  more 
breast  than  the  Cochins.  There  is  one 
peculiarity  which  has  struck  me,  and 
^ich  I  have  not  yet  seen  noticed  by  any 
one  when  writing  on  the  Brahmas,  viz., 
the  great  difference  between  the  erow  of 
^e  Brahma,  and  the  Cochin  cocks,  this 
Itts  been  bbservable  in  three  Brahmas  in 


my  possession,  whose  crow  is  much  more 
shrill  and  brtskery  if  I  may  use  the  term, 
than  the  hoarse,  sepulchral,  prolonged, 
roar  of  the  eentleman  in  buff;  another 
thing  I  would  mention,  and  in  this  should 
like  to  have  the  opinions  of  other  persons 
keeping  Brahmas,  and  that  is,  that  the 
hens  are  not  so  prone  to  sit  as  Cochins: 
mth  me,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  this 
fact,  having  had  but  one  broody  hen  out 
of  seven  ;  some  which  were  laying  at  the 
London  show,  are  still  laying  daily; 
should  the  experience  of  others  have  been 
the  same  in  this  particular,  it  will  be  of 
no  small  importance.  Should  you  deem 
these  remarks  worthy  a  comer  in  the 
"Letter-Box,"  you  will  oblige — Your 
obedient  servant,  P.  Jones. 

Fulham,  Mar.  27th. 


THE  SEBRIGHT  BANTAM. 

A  chield'samang  you  takin'  notes. 
And,  fiaith,  he'll  prant  it. 

The  note  I  take  is  the  proper  marking 
of  the  Sebright  Bantams  tail.  Your 
correspondent  has  written  so  ably  on  the 
Sebrignt,  and  in  all  points,  save  one,  so 
correctly,  that  he  can  well  afford  to  have 
a  small  error  of  description  pointed  out, 
and  I  trust  he  will  agree  with  me.  He  by 
no  means  stands  alone  in  opinion,  when 
he  says  that  the  tail  feathers  of  the  Sebright 
Bantam  should  only  be  tipped  with  black, 
I  most  strongly  contend  that  the  tail 
feathers  should  not  form  an  exception; 
but  that  they  should  be  uniform  with  all 
the  rest  of  the  feathers, — ^with  those  of  the 
wing  and  other  parts.  It  would  be  dis- 
consonant,  incongruous,  and  subversive  of 
regularity,  to  make  the  tail  differ  from  the 
wholly  pervading  or  uniform  style  of 
markmg.  A  Sebright  is,  emphatically,  a 
laced  fowl ;  not  laced  in  part,  but  through- 
oul^  and  no  exception  must  be  tolerated. 

In  natwe'B  dhain,  whatever  link  you  strike. 
Tenth  or  tan  thouflandth,  breaks  the  chain  alike. 

True  it  is,  that  it  is  a  difficult  matter 
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to  pfet  the  tail  laced  clearly  and  distinctly. 
It  is  the  very  touchstone — ^the  experimentum 
crucis  of  perfection,  and  is  never  seen  but 
in  first-rate  specimens  ;  while  all  second- 
rate,  or  indifferently  laced  bantams,  never 
have  the  tail  feathers  laced,  but  only 
tipped  with  black,  or  with  splashed  and 
smudgy  feathers.  Show  me  a  Bantam 
with  its  tail  feathers  clean,  and  laced,  and, 
my  life  upon  it^  the  bird  is  perfect  in 
kcing  in  all  other  parts.  This  is  strong 
evidence,  surely,  that  the  lacing  of  the  tau 
feathers  is  a  concomitant  of  peHection,  and 
vice  verad. 

Again,  is  it  really  so,  that  Sebright 
Bantams  have  such  a  ubiquitous  love  for 
other  chickens.  It  may,  in  general,  be  the 
case ;  but  two  of  my  hens  were,  last  year, 
the  veriest  kill-and-eat-him  little  wretches 
that  ever  destroyed  the  luirmony  of  an 
aviary  or  poultry-yard  I  One  of  them 
destroyed^  in  one  morning,  four  Sonnerat 
chickens  that  had  accidentaUy  got  into 
her  domicile;  whilst  the  other  was  the 
terror  of  the  grass-plot,  by  darting  off  like 
a  hawk  at  my  young  Polish  chickens. 
Yet  these  two  Bantam  hens  were  the 
tamest  and  most  docile  of  pets,  when  they 
had  not  a  young  family.  I  consider  that 
it  was  the  excessive  affection  for  their  pum 
young,  that  wrought  snch  evil, — 

The  love  they  had  for  ojfspring  was  their  fault 

They  are,  however,  such  great,  little 
favourites  of  mine,  that  I  would  fain  make 
all  the  excuse  I  can  for  this  wayward 
Shandy  propensity  of  theirs,  and  contend, 
that 

E'en  this  failing  leans  to  Virtue's  side. 

Tristram  Shandy. 
Hull,  March  24th. 


TO  THB  EDITOR  OF  THE 
CHRONICLE." 


Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  **  One 
of  the  Maniacs,"  states  that  he  feaors  we 
may  not  have  another  London  poultry 
show,  and  that  he  thinks  an  association  of 


amateurs  should  be  formed  after  the  model 
of  Birmingham. 

Some  time  since,  I,  with  a  gentleman 
weU  known  in  the  poultry  world,  en- 
deavoured to  form  such  a  society,  and 
the  response  was  beyond  our  expecta- 
tions, when  the  thing  was  suddenly  put 
an  end  to. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  if  about  a  dozen 
amateurs  were  again  to  meet,  a  society  could 
be  formed  without  pecuniary  risk,  and 
many  persons  might  be  induced  to  come 
forwara  to  assist  in  forming  such  an  asso- 
ciation.— ^I  am,  yours  truly,  P.  G. 

[We  fear,  after  such  a  signal  failure  a^ 
our  correspondent  recounts,  that  h  would 
not  be  found  possible  to  resuscitate  the 
association  he  mentions,  and  we  are 
credibly  informed  there  will  be  a  London 
showunder  reiy  favourable  auspices. — ^En.] 


SITTING  and  SETTING. 

Sir, — ^After  the  ^'aettinff  down**  you 
gave  me  in  No.  2  of  your  valuable  and 
useful  publication,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  you  will  be  somewhat  surprised  at 
my  again  <'  sitHna  *'  down  to  address  you 
on  the  subject  of  hens  setting  or  sitting. 

However,  notwithstanding  that  your 
opinion  is  fortified  by  such  authorities  as 
Johnson,  Bacon,  Addison,  and  the  pro- 
phecies of  Jeremiah,  and  although  I  find 
that  the  great  Walker  decides  against  me, 
still,  I  very  respectfully  submit  that  they 
are  in  error  for  once,  and  I  plead  that 
poultry  has  a  language  of  its  own ;  and 
not  one  of  the  authorities  quoted,  ever  did 
(as  far  as  I  can  ascertain^  keep  chickens, 
or  in  any  other  wa^  interest  himself 
with  poultry,  and  umortunatdy,  in  their 
day  there  was  no  "  Poultry  Chionicle." 

By  way  of  a  second  plea  I  plead  cugtam, 
which  is  decidedly  in  my  favour,  for  nearly 
every  one  to  whom  I  have  spoken  on  the 
subject  agrees  with  me ;  ana  I  doubt  not 
but  that  you  will  find  the  same  result 
upon  inquiry  of  your  friends. 

Again.    I  was  taught  at  school  (and  a 
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rerv  good  one  too)  that  wesUtaid  keiUMi; 
and  nippomng  your  view  of  the  qaestion 
to  be  tne  eorrect  one,  I  should  like  to 
know  what  you  conclude  the  '^Irieh  Emi- 
gnmt"  was  doing  when  he  sang — 

rm  tUting  by  the  stile,  Kary. 

Ihaye  delayed  opening  this  subject  thus 
long  in  the  hope  that  some  one  who  mi^ht 
be  of  m^  opinion,  and  desirous  of  rushing 
into  pnnt,  would  take  up  the  question ; 
but  as  no  one  has  done  so,  I  trust  you 
will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take,  as  I  do  so 
from  strictly  conscientious  motiyes^  and 
with  a  yiew  of  setting  the  question  at  rest, 
for  yon  must  please  also  bear  in  mind  what 
a  lerolation  in  orthography  has  taken 
place  of  late  years,  and  especially  since  the 
oays  of  your  great  authorities. — I  am.  Sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  C.  J.  W. 

[As  our  correspondent  objects  to  ancierU 
avthmtieSy  we  could  bring  such  a  host  of 
modem  amateurs,  advertisers^  and  other 
oftf^upon  poultry,  in  favour  of  "sitting," 
that  it  would  prove  so  overwhelming,  that 
in  mercy  we  forbear  and  await  the  opinion 
of  other  correspondents.— Ed.] 


:  Mr.  Editor,—"  A  Bit  of  a  Wanderer  " 
wants  some  one  to  give  an  account  to  your 

.  readers  of  the  progress  and  state  of  the 
POttltiy  fancy  here.  I  shall  try  to  satisfy 
m  cariosity,  hut  would  rather  he  came 
and  saw  for  himself :  the  beauties  of  our 

I  lovely  little  island  would  more  than  com- 

'  pensate  for  tiie  inconveniences  of  a  sea- 

Till  within  two  years  since,  the  atten- 

I  tion  of  farmers  and  amateurs  here  had 

I  been  little  paid  to  poultry  of  pure  breeds 

i  (except  the  game),  although,  X  may  say, 

I  the  different  varieties  before  then  known 

in  England  had  been  introduced  in  the 

island,  but  no  care  had  been  taken  to 

keen  them  pure.     At  that   time   your 

poiUtrv  mania  began  to  tell  on  us,  and 

several  amateurs  nere  did  their  best  to 

|.  procure  good   stock   birds  of  the  most 


prized  varieties.  Last  year  the  mania 
increased  and  better  birds  were  imported, 
and  we  hope  soon,  from  our  being  able  to 
rear  chickens  (owing  to  the  mildness  of 
our  climate)  out  of  doors  as  early  as 
February,  and  from  our  attention  to 
breeding  only  from  birds  that  are  useful, 
to  be  in  a  position  to  compete  with  our 
mother  country. 

t  believe  you  might  find  in  Jersey  re- 
presentatives of  every  kind  of  choice  fowl 
with  the  exception  of  the  Ptarmigan,  the 
qualities  of  which  we  have  yet  to  learn. 

The  poultry,  in  general,  kept  bv  our 
farmers  for  supplying  us  with  fresh  eggs 
is  French,  brougnt  to  Jersey  by  our  neign- 
bours  from  Normandy  and  Brittany,  and 
sold  to  them  in  the  season  at  prices  so  low 
as  to  defy  competition  on  our  part.  Fowls 
imported  £rom  France  dead  or  alive,  of 
good  quality,  are  at  present  sold  in  St. 
Heller's  market  from  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  each, 
and  good  French  eggs  are  woilh  6d.  per 
dozen.  Jersey  eggs  are  at  8d.  per  dozen. 
In  ordinary  years,  chickens  fit  to  kill  are 
bought  in  France  at  from  5s.  to  6s.  the 
dozen,  and  are  brought  to  Jersey  either  to 
be  killed  or  to  renew  our  farmers*  stocks. 

CD.  P. 


MT  COCHIN  CHINAS. 

Sir, — As  there  is  a  strong  interest  amongst 
those  who  keep  poultry,  and  those  who  in- 
tend so  doing,  regarding  the  relative  ad- 
vantages of  the  various  varieties,  I  send 
you  an  account  of  my  experience  as 
regards  "Shanghaes,"  commonly  called 
"Cochins.'* 

Perhaps  those  of  your  readers  who  keep 
other  breeds  will  favour  us  with  their 
experience,  so  that  by  comparison  we  may 
be  enabled  to  form  an  opmion  as  to  the 
kind  most  suitable  for  our  purposes. 

On  11th  November  last  I  received  a  pre- 
sent of  a  cockerel  and  four  pullets  from  a 
relative  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  They  were 
hatched  the  previous  April.  I  must  men- 
tion I  had  previously  built  a  house  for 
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them  9  feet  long  by  4  feet  broad,  with  a 
run  of  20  feet  by  10  feet.  In  the  foUowmg 
account,  to  distinguish  the  different  fowls, 
I  will  call  them  by  their  colours,  viz,, 
partridge^  buff,  dnnanum,  and  red. 

The  partridge  began  laying  on  11th 
December  and  laid  thirty-six  eggs.  On 
January  26,  she  sat  on  nine  eggs,  all  of 
which  she  hatched,  but  killed  one  by  tread- 
ing on  it,  the  rest  are  fine  strong  birds. 

The  buff  hen  commenced  laying  on  De- 
cember 20th,  and  laid  forty-five  eggs.  On 
the  18th  February  she  sat  on  nine  eggs,  all 
of  which  she  hatched  in  due  time,  but 
unfortunately  killed  three  the  first  night 
by  treading  on  them^  the  remaining  six  are 
doing  well. 

The  cinncmon  began  laying  on  21st  De- 
cember and  laid  thirty-nine  eggs,  and  then 
showed  a  desire  to  sit.  She  remained 
broody  a  fortnight  before  I  sat  her.  I 
then  put  her,  on]  22nd  February,  on  nine 
ducks  eggs :  one  egg  she  broke  in  the  nest, 
and  six  out  of  the  remaining  ei^ht  were  duly 
hatched,  and  are  fine  lively  birds. 

The  fourth  hen,  which  I  shall  call  cin- 
namon  [|red  ?]  'began  laying  January  Ist^ 
and  is  still  laying,  naving  already  s^iven  me 
forty-five  eggs,  and  at  present  shows  no 
desire  to  sit. 

From  the  above  I  need  scarcely  say  the 
Cochins  are  excellent  layers,  sitters,  and 
mothers.  Having  k^t  poultry  for  many 
years  I  trust  you  will  not  consider  me  pre- 
sumptuous in  giving  a  short  account  of  my 
method  of  feeding,  rearing,  &c.  I  do  not 
give  my  poultrv  any  grain.  I  feed  them 
entirely  on  pofiard,  or  coarse  meal,  for 
which  1  now  give  2s.  per  bushel,  having 
risen  4d.  lately,  mixed  stiff  with  pot  liquor 
and  the  scraps  from  the  kitchen.  I  take 
care  to  supply  them  with  bullock's  liver, 
baked  and  cut  up  when  there  is  not  enough 
meat  from  the  nouse,  a  good  supply  of 
green  food  daily,  ashes  to  roll  in,  and  lime 
to  peck  at,  and  plenty  of  clean  water. 

The  birds  are  quite  satisfied  and  in  fine 
condition. 

Now  a  few  words  on  sitting,  &c.  When 
the  hen  shows  unequivocal  signs  of  sitting. 


I  place  her  on  an  inclosed  nest  (avoiding 
putting  too  many  eges  under  her  at  this 
early  season^  regularly  every  morning,  as 
I  feed  the  otner  fowls,  I  gently  lift  her  off 
the  nest  and  let  her  feed  with  them,  drink, 
and  have  a  roll  in  the  ashes  ;  then  I  care- 
fully put  her  on  the  nest  again.  On  hatch- 
ing do  not  remove  the  chicks  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  Then  feed  them  on  oatmeal 
mixed  stiff  and  crumbly,  and  groats  scalded, 
with  a  little  finely  chopped  dressed  meat, 
a  little  green  food  daily,  aiso  a  little  crushed 
hempseed  daily,  when  a  fortnight  old  it 
will  not  need  crushing  ;  a  good  supply  of 
clean  water  is  indispensable.  Above  all 
things  avoid  damp  and  cold  wind  with 
chicks,  let  the  coop  be  cleaned  daily  and 
the  mother  well  fed.  In  the  night,  during 
February  and  March  I  put  the  coops  under 
cover  of  a  shed  facing  the  souths  and  keep 
them  there  during  the  day  also,  unless  the 
day  proves  fine. 

Such  is  the  inclination  of  this  variety  of 
fowl  to  lay,  that  the  partridge^  hen,  after 
her  brood  were  a  fortnight  old,  commenced 
laying  in  her  coop,  and  has  done  so  regu- 
larly since. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  should  my  poultry 
show  any  symptoms  of  diarrhoea,  then  is 
the  only  occasion  on  which  I  give  them 
grfun,  consisting  of  best  wheat  and  barley, 
for  a  day  or  two.  One  great  advantage  of 
the  Cochins  is  their  extreme  tameness  and 
tractability,  a  hurdle  of  3  or  4  feet  will 
confine  them,  a  small  yard  is  ample  room 
for  them,  and  they  thrive  in  confined 
places,  where  most  other  sorts  would  pine. 
Give  an  ordinary  amount  of  oare,  and  I 
am  sure,  for  general  purposes,  no  fowl  will 
surpass,  if  approach  them. 

Gus. 


A  GOOD  DIGESTION— (a    BIT    OF  A  CHOKSr). 

In  September  last,  returning  home  from 
shooting  with  a  friend  and  gamekeeper,  I 
found  one  of  my  young  visitors  (a  yoath\ 
who  had  been  fishing  in  my  ponds,  in  mmcn 
trouble,  he  having  caught  one  of  my  tame 
pheasants  with  rod  and  line.    The  latter 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


127 


with  the  rod  had  been  left  near  the  door 
outside  the  house  with  a  worm  on  the 
hook.  One  of  the  pheasants  (a  fine  young 
cock)  had  been  tempted  with  the  bait, 
swallowed  the  same,  and  became  hooked ! 
**  What  was  to  be  done,"  my  game-keeper 
advised  its  being  killed,  as  it  ^*  never  could 
live?^  However,  I  thought  there  was  a 
chance  of  saving  life,  with  my  penknife  I 
cut  the  horsehair  as  low  down  the  throat 
as  possible,  and  set  the  bird  at  liberty  ;  it 
ran  away  into  some  shrubs. 

The  following  day  it  was  non  est,  the 
succeeding  one  it  appeared  for  about  half 
an  hour,  looking  most  miserable  and 
wretched,  feathers  ruffled,  wings  drooping, 
&C.  &c.  On  the  next  it  came  out  with  the 
others  and  ate  a  little  com,  looking  some- 
what better ;  afterwards  from  day  to  day 
it  improved ;  he  is  now  alive,  in  excellent 
health,  and  much  attached  to  his  wives, 
of  which  he  has  three  or  four. 

Shot. 


BKAHM A  POOTRA. 

Sib, — ^I  did  not  for  a  moment  suppose 
that  my  plain  unvarnished  description  of 
the  genuine  Brahma  Pootra  fowl  would 
be  welcome  to  all  your  readers,  especially 
the  "  fancy,"  but  by  those  who  have  an 
uninterested  desire  to  see  poultry  exhibi- 
tions prosper,  and  genuine  breeds  sup- 
planting the  spurious,  my  remarks  will,  I 
doubt  not,  be  heartily  welcomed.  Your 
correspondent^  *^Bus,"  for  one,  does  not 
quite  relish  my  description,  though  he 
admits  it  to  be  a  good  one  ;  still  he  cer- 
tainly does  not  attempt  to  refute  anything 
I  have  advanced,  ana  thinks  my  remarks 
on  the  judges  not  sufficiently  considered. 
What  would  he  say,  sir,  if  I  told  him  that 

a  friend  of  mine,  the  Rev. ,  applied 

to  one  of  our  eminent  judges  for  Brahma 
Pootras,  and  was  informed  that  they  were 
easily  got,  being  nothing  more  or  less 
than  a  cross  with  the  Cochin  and  Dorking 
or  Malay.  As  to  ^^  Bus's  "  remarks  about 
my  having  been  out  of  the  poultry  world 


a  long  time,  and  the  price  of  Cochins,  he 
must  be  confounding  another  of  your  cor- 
respondents with  myself;  for  though  I 
certainly  do  not  happen  to  be  one  of  those 
unfortunates  who  are  just  recovering  from 
the  "  Cochin  fever,"  I  am  nevertheless  no 
chicken ;  and  remain.  Sir,  yours  very 
truly,  A  NoN-ExHiBiTOB, 

[it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  one  in  autho- 
rity should  give  an  opinion  too  hastily ; 
but  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  poultry- 
judges,  like  others,  must  be  at  some  dilGfi- 
culty  to  judge  the  points  of  birds  so  very 
recentfy  introduced. — Ed,] 


Y0T7N6  CHIKE8E  PHEASANTS. 

I  FIND  the  "Poultry  Chronicle"  far 
more  interesting  than  I  anticipated.  I 
little  thought  I  should  read  in  its  pages 
anything  respecting  my  old  favourites,  gold 
and  silver  pheasants.  I  am  quite  pleased 
you  have  introduced  them  to  public  notice 
this  week  ;  audit  is  self-evident,  "E.  C," 
has  a  very  practiced  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  As  I  bred  them  many  yeara 
w^itn  some  success,  may  I  venture  in  ac- 
cordance with  my  former  promise  to  send 
a  hint  or  two,  that  I  hope  may  prove  use- 
ful \/Qyou7ig  beginners  ?  It  is  usual,  I  am 
aw£ure,  to  hatch  a  chicken  or  two  with 
each  brood  of  pheasants  to  make  them 
famUiar  ;  I  did  so  at  first,  but  soon  found 
it  "a  custom  better  honoured  in  the  breach 
than  the  observance."  The  cry  of  the 
pheasants  is  so  unlike  the  chickens,  and 
their  habits  so  very  dissimilar,  that  the 
poor  hen  seems  bewildered ;  and  unless 
she  is  indeed  a  pattern  nurse,  clings  natu- 
rally to  her  own  offspring  to  the  neglect  of 
the  foster  brood,  A  gentle,  perhaps  what 
some  would  call  a  helpless  hen,  is  really 
an  essential :  one  that  scratches  well  for 
chickens  does  mischief  here ;  the  little 
pheasants  are  so  active,  so  quick  in  sup- 
plying their  own  wants,  that  if  she  will 
quietly  brood  them  that  is  all  they  require, 
I  once  lost  the  whole  of  a  very  promising 
hatch  ere  they  were  eight  days  old,  from 
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the  restless  habits  of  the  hen :  she  scratched 
so  vehemently  that  in  one  day  she  liter- 
ally buried  two  of  the  pheasants ;  and  it 
frequently  happened,  that  at  a  rapid  stroke 
of  her  foot,  she  would  aend  a  poor  little 
Hrd  a  couple  of  yards  off :  this  rough  treat- 
ment, so  different  to  the  gentle  scratching 
of  the  pheasant  mother,  soon  killed  them 
all. 

As  the  male  bird  is  so  long  before  he 
dons  his  gay  attire,  it  is  considered  diffi- 
cult to  distinguish  the  sex  in  golden 
pheasant  chickens.  The  gait,  pugnacity, 
and  frequently  a  somewhat  brighter  tone 
of  colour  (though  the  markings  of  the 
feathers  are  alike  in  both  sexes)  seem 
to  point  out  the  male  birds  ;  but  this  is 
obviously  guess  work,  and  so  I  found  it, 
till  by  close  observation  I  discovered  what 
afterwards  proved  an  infallible  rule.  The 
eye  of  the  hen  birds  is  self-coloured,  the 
cocks  have  a  very  narrow  light  circlet 
round  the  iris  ;  this  may  be  distinguished 
when  first  hatched,  and  I  found  it  very 
useful  to  prevent  early  quarrels,  and  give 
the  male  birds  extra  care,  as  they  are  most 
difficult  to  rear.  When  the  golden  pheasant 
cock  assumes  his  resplendent  adult  plumage, 
the  eye  changes  to  that  lovely  colour  and 
brilliancy  which  is  so  attractive  in  these 
birds.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  trespass  too 
far  on  your  valuable  space,  or  your  readers' 
patience,  I  will  conclude,  by  wishing  your 
uttle  periodical  the  success  it  seems  so 
justly  to  merit. 

Martha. 


NOTES  ON  PAST  NUMBERS. 
NO.  II. 

"R.  J.  S."  wishes  to  know  the  points  of  a 
Dorking,  Cochin  China,  and  Spanish  fowl. 
I  will  give  him  my  ideas  upon  each.  First, 
Dorking.  No  kind  is  more  difficult  to 
breed  true  to  colour,  but  a  good  Dorking, 
like  ^^a  good  horse,  can't  be  of  a  bad 
colour."  Size  should  be  attended  to, 
but  coarseness  must  be  avoided.  The 
figure  should  be  square,  the  tail  full,  the 


legs  short  and  strong,  but  fine,  and  the 
extra  claw  quite  distinct.  Second,  as  re- 
gards Cochin  Chinas.  I  would  recom- 
mend the  beginner  not  to  pay  too  much 
devotion  to  colour  at  the  outset^  but  to 
attend  chiefly  to  form.  Above  all  things, 
cultivate  the  f  uU  square  breast.  A  Cocmn 
China  ought  to  be  low  on  the  legs,  which 
ought  to  be  full-feathered  down  to  the  nail 
of  the  outer  toe.  The  legs  should  be  stout, 
set  well  apart,  with  a  Dutch-like  fulness 
over  the  hips.  In  colour  they  should  be 
of  an  orange-yellow.  The  tail  of  the  cock 
is  destitute  of  sickle  feathers,  that  of  the 
hen  just  slants  a  little  up  above  the  fluff  of 
the  back.  Beneath  the  tail  and  down  to 
the  legs  the  fluff  should  be  very  dense. 
The  beak  should  be  yellow  and  snort,  the 
eye  full,  the  ear-lobes  red,  the  wings  com- 
pact, and  their  end  stowed  away  under 
the  fluff  of  the  body.  Vulture-hocks  are 
a  matter  of  taste.  Third,  Spanish.  To 
have  recourse  once  more  to  the  stable  for 
a  simile,  I  would  say,  that  as  ^^a  good- 
actioned  horse  can't  be  a  bad  one,"  so  a 
white-faced  Spanish  must  be  a  good  bird. 
In  other  words,  whatever  you  do,  take 
care  that  there  is  no  red  in  the  face,  and 
almost  any  other  defect  may  be  over- 
looked. 

The  combs  of  the  cocks  of  all  three 
kinds  must  be  single,  lofty,  and  well 
toothed,  and  the  wattles,  especially  of  the 
Spanish,  are  pendulous.  In  the  hens  the 
comb  of  the  Cochin  China  is  small,  of  the 
Spanish  very  large  and  drooping  ;  whilst 
the  Dorking  is  between  the  two.  The 
wattles  of  me  Spanish  are  much  longer 
than  the  others. 

Rose  combs  are  allowed  in  aU  Dorkings, 
and  white  Dorkings  must  have  them,  but 
in  the  coloured  birds  I  prefer  the  single 
comb. 

It  is  curious  to  see  how  doctors  differ. 
^*  H.  R.,"  at  page  41,  condemns  Indian  com 
and  rice.  He  considers  the  former  makes 
fat  but  not  flesh,  and  that  the  latter  is 
worthless.  If  I  mistake  not.  Captain 
Hornby  is  quoted  in  the  "  Poultry  Book  " 
as  stating  tnat  Indian  com  produces  diar- 
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riicea,  wlucb  would  create  anything  but 
hiy  and  we  are  told  in  the  ^'Poultry 
Pentalogue"  that  rice  parboiled  in  milk 
and  sweetened  with  sugar  is  good  for  fat- 
temng.  To  be  sure,  milk  and  sugar  are 
nutritious  in  themselves,  and  the  author 
mentions  other  cMenda,  I  quite  agree 
with  ^  H.  R."  about  the  folly  of  feeding  up 
fowls  with  flesh,  but  do  not  consider  it 
^^nnnatimil  food,'*  or  that  "  a  fowl  is  not 
provided  with  digestive  organs  for  meat." 

**  £.  C's"  gossip  about  geese  is  interesting, 
and  I  think  similar  stories  might  be  con- 
tributed by  some  of  your  readers.  I  half 
think  that  I  may  be  able  to  furnish  you 
with  a  pendant  one  day. 

As  regards  the  ages  of  birds  at  an  exhi- 
bition (see  page  43)  I  never  attend  to  the 
written  statements  in  acting  as  a  judge, 
but  form  my  own  opinion.  I  am  glad  to 
find  that  the  inducement  to  lie  and  cheat 
is  in  the  fair  way  of  being  removed  by 
prizes  being  given  to  chicks  or  adults 
irrespective  of  tiieir  exact  ages. 

** Edward's"  account  of  the  twin  pro- 
ducing eggs  is  curious ;  so  much  so  that  I 
think  it  should  be  verified  by  the  full  par- 
ticulars of  name  and  place  being  given. 
Not  that  I  am  doubting  his  word,  but 
because  I  consider  that  such  statements 
should  be  circulated  on  tangible  autho- 
rity. 

I      fOur    correspondent    signing    himself 

I  '^ Edward"  is  well  known  to  us,  and  we 

I  have  little  doubt  he  wiU  give  his  name 

and   authority  for  the    statement  above 

alluded  to.~£D.] 

"H.  B.'s"  account  of  "the  original 
imported  birds,"  now  known  as  Ptar- 
migans (see  page  55j,  gives  a  far  more 
accurate  description  oi  them  than  the  print 
in  the  **  Poultry  Book,"  which  is  a  decided 
failure,  and  perhaps  the  only  one  in  that 
able  but  prolix  work.  I  know  not  how 
long  "  H.  B."  has  had  his  stock,  but  I 

have  been  informed  that  a  Col.  E ^  of 

Plymouth,  has  had  them  for  twelve 
years  past,  and  that  his  birds  came  from 
Tarkey. 

Alector. 


Brahma  Pootra  Biver. 
In  a  conversation  onfowls  the  other  night 
with  a  travelled  amateur,  we  noticed  the 
various  names  and  spellings  of  the  Brahma 
Pootra  River,  which  has,  whether  right 
or  wrong,  given  its  name  to  the  fowls  now 
in  yogue.  He  informed  us  it  was  rightiy 
called,  and  that  the  Brahma  Pootra,  being 
translated,  signified  iheycung  Brahma. 

Why  do  hens  scratch  about  the  roots, 
of  trees  and  shrubs?  Every  gardener  is 
exasperated  by  the  obstinate  pertinacity 
with  which  fowls  uncover  the  roots  of  his 
roses,  raspberries,  cherry-trees,  and  if  there 
is  anything  else  which  he  especiall v  wishes 
to  protect  and  secure.  The  truth  is  that 
hens  know  where  to  look  for  their  food  ; 
and  at  the  roots  of  shrubs  are  the  precise 
places  wj^ere  worms  are  to  be  found, 
either  because  they  feed  on  the  sap  of  the 
plant,  or  wish  to  be  ready  to  climb  in  due 
season,  or  because  a  better  protection  than 
elsewhere  is  there  afforded  them. 

Hens  are  great  lovers  of  lettuce.  They 
do  not  ask  K)r  vinegar,  or  sugar,  or  oil  to 
eat  with  it,  but  wiU  mount  into  the  hot 
bed  and  take  it  by  word  of  mouth  just  as 
they  find  it,  more  to  their  own  satisfaction 
than  that  of  the  gardener,  whose  choice 
salad  heads  they  spoil.  Lettuce  might 
profitably  be  sown  for  fowls  when  con- 
fined, and  would  conduce  not  simply  to 
^'  their  amusement,"  but  to  their  comfort 
and  health.  Fowls  need  the  food  proper 
to  the  season.  In  summer  they  want 
grass  and  green  succulent  food,  with  but 
little  grain :  in  winter  they  want  grain, 
straw,  or  hay,  and  meats. — From  '*  The 
Farming  Mirror^**  an  Amef^iean  periodical. 


The  Gander  and  the  Game-cock. — 
A  singular  event  was  witnessed  the  other 
day  between  a  gander  and  a  game-cock, 
near  to  Compton-bridge,  Ashburn.  The 
cock  had  shown  considerable  animosity 
towards   his     comrade.      Observing   the 
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gander  sailing  down  the  water,  apparently 
at  his  ease,  the  cock  sprang  on  a  large 
stone  in  the  water,  and  patiently  awaited 
the  arrival  of  his  plump  adversary.  The 
%ht  commenced ;  the  cock  kept  his  posi- 
tion for  some  time,  and  dealt  some  severe 
and  painful  blows  on  the  gander.  At  last 
the  gander,  half  mad  with  the  sharp 
**pecks"  he  had  received,  took  the  cock 
by  the  neck,  and  gave  him  several  immer- 
sions in  the  water,  and  the  fight  was  closed 
by  the  gander  actually  drowning  the  cock ! 
— Der^shire  Advertiser, 


Poultry  Market,  LeadenhalL 

Wb  'have  seldom  seen  the  poultry  market  of 
London  so  scantily  sappUed  as  daring  the  past 
week,  consequently,  although  the  demand  is  iisr 
below  the  average  at  this  season,  yet  prices  are 
on  the  advance,  and  good  poultry  is  dearer  than 
it  has  been  for  some  years.  First  quality  makes 
as  under : — 

Fowls 58.  Od.  to  68.  Od.  each. 

Chickens     . .     . .     4s.  3d.  to  4s.  9d.    „ 

Geese 8s.  Od.  to  8s.  6d.    „   . 

Ducklings  . .  . .  68.  6d.  to  7s.  Od.  „ 
Pigeons  . .  . .  Os.  9d.  to  Os.  lOd.  „ 
Guinea  Fowls,  3s.  &  3s.  6d.  to  48.  ,0d.  „ 
Rabbits  . .  . .  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  8d.  „ 
A  few  plovers'  eggs  only  have  been  sent,  and 
they  have  made  good  prices— from  Is.  to.  Is.  6d. 
each. 


f 0  tomjimJrfnts. 

To  Mr.  T.  iS*.— Itis  quite  certain,  that  neither 
the  Golden,  nor  yet  the  Siifer  Pheasants,  will  do 
well,  when/tt//y  grown,  in  an  open  farm-yard ; 
for  tiiough  they  may  while  chickens  endure  the 
restraint  with  easy  complacency,  they  will  cer- 
tainly not  fail  to  "steal  away*'  to  the  nearest 
and  thickest  plantation,  or  covert,  as  they  set 
nearly  full  grown,  for  the  temptation  to  wander 
would  be  close  at  hand ;  I  would,  therefore,  not 
advise  the  attempt.  ~  The  eggs  are  about  two 
shillings  each,  but  they  rarely  lay  till  the  latter 
end  of  April.— E.  C. 

A  Subtcriber  from  the  first,— Vfe  vtry  much 
regret  that  our  correspondent  should  have  found 
a  difficulty  in  getting  our  early  nuaben  on  the 
date  of  publication,  but  have  since  madearrange- 
ments  which  we  hope  will  prevent  such  mis- 
chances for  the  future.   In  addition  to  the  Office, 


No.  1,  York-street,  the  work  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  6.  Routledge  &  Co.,  No.  2, 
Farringdon-street,  London,  #hicb  we  feel  con- 
fident will  prove  a  convenience  to  booksellers  and 
news-venders  whose  business  may  more  espe- 
cially call  them  into  the  city. 

XrOttwa.— We  fear  there  is  no  means  of  per- 
suading a  hen  to  sit  until  she  has  laid  out  her   | 
batch  of  eggs,  when  a  few  nest-eggs  left  in  her   I 
way  may  prove  an  inducement. 

Gua, — We  shall  be  delighted  to  hear  oocasion- 
ally  from  our  correspendont,  as  he  kindly  pro-   | 
mises. 

Will  An  Amateur,  Qiteenstown,  Cork,  whoae   , 
letter  about  "  Bought  Eggs  **  we    inserted  at 
p.  76,  favour  us  with  his  fidl  address,  as  a  letter 
addressed  to  him  has  been  returned; 

Hone8ta8,—We  are  very  sorry  to  receive  our 
correspondent's  corroboration  of  "Zenas's  "  ac- 
count of  boneht  eg|;8. 

IV,  TF".— The  Editor^s  only  consolation  in  being 
obliged  to  divide  this  capital  article  is,  that  the 
entertaining  and  useful  course  will  continue  a 
week  the  longer  for  so  doing. 

To  An  Amateur, — It  is  so  very  difficult  to 
judge  of  a  fowl  from  description',  and  seeing  a 
small  number  of  the  feathers,  that  we  osnnot 
pronounce  whether  your  purchased  birds  are 
genuine  Cochin  Chinas  or  not.  The  single,  ser- 
rated comb,  dense  flaffiness,  and  feathered  legs, 
are  quite  right,  and  a  bronze  tail  is  considered  a 
beauty ;  but  the  feathers  of  it  "  curved  after  the 
fashion  of  a  game  cock,''  should  'by  no  means 
resemble  those  in  the  tail  of  the  said  game  cock  ! 
in  length.  With  regard  to  colour,  there  seems 
to  be  too  much  miztnie  of  black  in  the  feather 
for  the  present  fashion ;  but  fowls  may  be  of  an 
unfashionable  colour,  yet  perfectly  true,  to  the 
breed. 

Aleetor.—We  should  be  delighted  to  have  a 
companion  to  E.  C.'s  "gossip  about  geese." 

A  WelUWisker,  need  not  fear  that  we  shall 
decrease  the  matter  in  the  "Chronicle"  in  favour 
of  an  increased  number  of  advertisements,  for  if 
such  an  accident  overtake  us,  we  shall  find 
means  to  meet  the  difficulty,  but  not  at  the 
espente  of  our  readers. 

To  fV,  8,— We  are  promised  the  paper  on 
*'  Gypsum  for  fowls  "  next  week. 
^  G.  H, — ^The  spangled  Hamburgs  are  good 
sitters  and  mothers,  and  do  not  in  this  particular 
resemble  those  of  pencilled  variety.  The  Brahma- 
Pootras  are  good  sitters,  and  lay  well  during  the 
winter  months. 


To  Correspondents,— We  shall  feel,  greatly 
obliged  if  our  correspondents  will  always  enclose 
us  their  name,— in  strict  confidence,  of  course. 
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THE  HORTICULTUBAL  JOURNAL,  and 
FARM  and  GARDEN  ADVERTISER. 
(Garden  Department  by  Mr.  Glenny.)  No.  1 
on  Satcrdat^  April  15th,  Price  2d. ;  Stamped, 
,  3d.— Communications  and  Advertisements  to 
F.  Dillon,  at  the  Pablishing  Offiee,  14,  York- 
street,  Covent  Garden. 

FIRST  PRIZE,  and  HIGHLY  RECOM- 
MENDED  BUFF  COCHINS'  B6GS. 
—From  the  above  <  may  be  hod,  on  receipt  of  a 
post-office  order,  payable  to  William  Tomlin- 
sox,  Bank-plain,  Norwich,  at  21s.  per  doB.  if 
gnaranteed,  or  for  128.  per  doz. without  gnaraotee, 
the  eggs  equally  fresh  in  both  cases. 

nOCHIN  CHINA  POULTRY,  &c.— Eggs 
V  from  Prize  Birds. — In  reply  to  the  very 
urgent  applications  from  numerous  amateurs,  Mr. 
John  Fairlik,  of  Cheverley-park,  Newmarket, 
ia  now  prepared  to  dispose  of  a  limited  number 
of  EGGS,  from  his  celebrated  prize  Cochins, 
Brahma  Pootras,  Sccftch  Bakies,  tk>rkingt,  &c., 
according  to  the  dates  of  the  orders  received. 

~~  EGGS  FOR  SALE.  " 


BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS  for  SALE, 
from  birds  that  have  taken  prizes  at  the 
Derby,  East  Kent,  Bristol,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
PoulfaT  Shows,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen.  Also 
Partridge  Cochin  China  Eggs  from  birds  that 
have  ti^en  prizes  at  London  Summer  Meeting, 
Surrey  Gardens'  Show  in  August,  Malvern, 
Yeovil,  Honiton,  and  Torquay  Poultry  Show^, 
at£l.  Is.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  John  R.  Roobabd,  Aid  wick- Court, 
Wrington,  near  Bristol. 


B 


BLACK  POLANDS  with  WHITE  CRESTS. 
-EGGS  for  Sale,  at  14«.  per  dozen,  fresh 
laid,  from  Birds  which  obtained  several  Prizes 
last  year.— Apply  to  C.  E.  H.,  Dnffield  Bank 
House,  near  Derby. 


MB.,  who  has,  at  a  great  expense,  procured 
•    all  the  beat  sorts  of  the  undermentioned 
biids,  and  has   every  accommodation  requisite 
far  ensuring  die  purity  of  the  different  breeds, 
is  wilUng  to  part  with  a  few  Sittings  of  Eggs  at 
the  follovnng  prices : — 
White.fa<»d  Spanish  £2.  2s.  Od.  per  dozen. 
Buff  Cochins. .      ..     JSl.  Is.  Od.        „ 
Golden  Hamburgs  lOs.  6d.         „ 

Also,  two  fine  coloured  Dorking  Cocks,  just 
twelve  months  old.  Two  Guineas  each. 
The  Spanish  and  Dorking  birds  are  direct  from 
.  Captain  Hornby's  best  and  Prize  Birds. 

Post-office  orders,  induding  Is.  for  packing 
^e  «SS>  (&n<I  28.  for  the  basket  if  the  Dorkings 
'  are  ordered),  to  be  sent  with  the  orders.  Eggs 
'  will  be  sent  out  in  rotation,  according  to  the 
dates  of  the  orders.  By  early  application,  a  few 
pairs  of  Chickens  may  be  secured  of  each  sort.— 
Direct,  M.  E.,  care  of  Mr.  E.  Caret,  Moat 
Lodge,  Soham,  Cambridgeshure. 

•UFF  COCHIN  EGGS  for  SALE.— 
—'  A  few  Sittings  from  pure  Buff  Birds,  pur- 
chased from  the  Sales  of  Messrs.  Fletcher, 
Gilbert,  Hutchinson,  and  Mrs.  Stow,  at  10s. 
the  sitting;  packing,  Is.  extra. — Apply  to  Mr. 
H.  C0RNWB1.L.,  1,  Northampton-place,  Old 
Kent-road,  London. 


EGGS    for    SITTING.  — AN   AMATEUR 
,  will  dispose  of  a  few  Sittings  of  Ens  from 

I  Speckled  Dorkings,  the  produce  of  prize  birds  at 
I  Cheltenham  and  Metropolitan  Shows;  Brown- 
I  breasted  Game,  prise  birds  at  Birmingham,  each 
I  at  7s.  6d.  tiie  sitting  of  thirteen;  pure  bred 
Aylesbury  Ducks'  Esgs,  at  5s.  the  sitliog.  — 
,  Apply  to  W.  DiNOLET,  Sand-fields,  Charlton, 
Pershore,  Worcestershire. 


PTARMIGANS  for  SALE.-Two  Fine  Pair 
of  these  beantifril  Fowls,  bred  from  the 
Original  Birds.  Age,  10  months.  Both  PuUets 
are  prize  and  cornmended  birds.  Price  per  pair, 
^.— Apply  to  F.  Bkrnal,  Esq.,  fWeham, 
Hants. 


EGGS  from  the  celebrated  West  of  England 
Prize  POLISH  and  HAMBURG  FOWLS 
(different  varieties)  of  James  P.  Hine,  Esq., 
may  be  obtained  at  10s.  6d.  per  dozen  (according 
to  priority  of  application),  by  applying  to  Mr.  E. 
Hayball,  Donyatt,  near  Ilminster,  Somerset. 


SILVER-SPANGLED  and  GOLDEN-PBN- 
CILLED  HAMBURG  EGGS.— From 
/  HEN8.-^Pen  1422,  Birmingham,  First 
SUver-     )        Prize,  1853. 
spangled  )  Cock.— Pen  1496,  Birmingham,H.C., 
I        1853. 

/Hens.— Pen  1235,  Birmingham,  Se- 
Golden-  )  cond  Prize,  1853. 
pencilled^  Cock.— Pen  4,  Class  28,  London  Sum- 
V  mer  Show,  First  Prize,  1853. 
Six  Shillings  per  dozen,  package  included. — 
Apply  to  the  gardener,  Charles  Beagles, 
BristlingtoB,  nearBristGa. 
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BLACK  SHANGHAE  COCK.  —Wanted,  a 
Pure-bred,  Jet-black  Cock,  of  two  years 
old  or  more,  with  no  white  or  red  feathers  on 
him, — either  for  purchase,  or  hire  for  two 
months. — Apply,  by  letter*  to  the  Editor  of  the 
P0UI4TRT  Chronicle,  Monk  Barns,  Hamp- 
stcad.         

FANCY  POULTRY.— PERIODICAL  SALE. 


M 


R.  J.  C.  STEVENS  will  SELL  by  AUC- 
TION at  his  Great  Room,  38,  King-street, 
Covent-garden,  on  TUESDAY,  18th  April,  at  12 
o'clock  precisely— a  Choice  Selection  of  WHITE 
COCHINS,  from  the  yard  of  G.  H.  Preston, 
Ssq. ,  of  Great  Yarmouth.  Fine  Bnif  Birds  from 
T.  Shackell,  Esq.,  of  Hayes.  Some  first-class 
White,  Golden,  aad  Silver  Polands,  from  W.  G. 
Vivian,  Esq.,  of  Singleton.  A  few  Brahmas, 
and  other  fancy  varieties. — Catalogues  by.  en- 
closing a  stamped  directed  envelope  to  Mr.  J.  C. 
Stevens,  38,  King-street,  Covent-garden. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  nun,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
Square  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  DowsAte- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  this  temperature. 


DOLBY'S  WEDDING  AND  HERALDIC 
STATIONERY.  —  CREST  DIES  EN- 
GRAVED as  gems  of  art  without  charge  where 
the  order  amounts  to  21s.  H.  Dolby  having 
crest  dies  appertaining  to  more  than  10,000  fa- 
milies, can  supply  even  100  envelopes  with  the 
desired  crest.  Wedding  and  Visiting  Cards  en- 
graved and  printed  in  the  perfection  of  fashion. 
Pedigrees  traced,  with  illustrative  notices,  anti- 
quarian and  topographical.  Arms  found,  embla- 
zoned, and  engraved  for  book-plates,  seals,  &c. 

Henry  Dolby,  Heraldic  Draughtsman  and 
StaUoner,  56,  Regent-street-quadrant. 


mM.  DRAY  &  CO.'S  PATENT  W^IRE 
IT  FENCING,  strong  enough  to  keep  out 
Sheep,  &c,,  and  close  enough  for  Decs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.  Price  2d.  per  square  root.  Ordi- 
nary wire  Netting,  from  2id.  per  yard,  2  feet 
wide.— Address  Wm.  Dray  &  Co.,  Agricultural 
Implement  Manufacturers,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving  Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls.  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2yardB 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  vards  wide,  6d.  per  yard  ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  puncti»Uy  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  Georoe  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing.Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7-,  Crooked-lane,  London. 

TO  SALMON*  AND  TROUT  FISHERS. 


JOHN  S.  HOLROYD,  Manufacturer  of 
RODS  and  TACKLE,  59,  Graoechurcb- 
street,  London,  begs  to  call  the  attention  of 
Anglers  to  bis  large  and  snperior  assortment  of 
Fly  Rods,  warranted  made  of  the  best  seasoned 
materials,  and  for  action  and  workmanship  ex- 
celled by  none  in  London. 

J.  S.  H.  has  also  a  very  compact  Fir  Rod, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  neat  umbrella,  and 
interfering  in  no  way  with  the  utility  of  the  Rod. 
Artificial  Bait  in  great  variety.  The  best  Trout 
Flies  on  Limerick  Hooks  at  2s.  per  dozen. 

59,  Gracechurch-strebt,  London. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi-  ■ 
tion,  138.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  Sa.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  Gborgb 
Clements.  No.  1,  York-street,  Co  vent- garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed. —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Tirelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

WJioleaale  Agents,  G.  Rovtledob  &  Co., 

Farringdon -street. 


LoKDOK :  Printed  by  Charlks  Wyxax,  at  the  Printing  OfRcc 
of  OCX  (Brotbsni  &  WYMAN.74  h  79,  Great  Queen-street. 
liinooloVtnu-flelds,  and  pnblinhed  by  Gkohok  Clkmkxts, 
1.  Yotk-atreet,  Covent  GKurden.— Wedncidaj,  April  S,  ISSi. 
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Poultry  Sbows. 

Aylesbnrj  Local  Show,  April  12th.  Secretary, 
Cbeplyn  HaD,  Esq.    Entries  are  closed. 

Royal  Dublin  Society's  Spring  Show,  April  18> 
ud  three  following  days.  Assistant  Secretary, 
W.  E.  Steel,  Esq.,  M.B.    Entries  are  closed. 

Hexham  Poultry  Show,  in  the  Abbey  Grounds. 

Second  Annual  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 

the  12th  and  13th  of  May.    Secretary,  W.  Turner, 

'  Bsq.j  Hencotes,  Hexham.    Entries  dose  May  6. 

l)eT(m  and  Bxeter  Botanical  and  Horticultural 
Sodety,  at  Exeter,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Sodetf  B  Spring  Horticultural  Exhibition,  May 
18th  and  19th.  Hon.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Gray, 
^;  22,  Cathedral-yard,  Exeter.  Entries  dose 
{MafZnd. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.  Director,  Jona- 
I  thanGfray,  Esq.,  12.  Upper  Finchley- road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec.,  H.  Spack- 
Bu*  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.  Entries 
eloee  May  10th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Sodety  of  England.  An- 
nual Connty  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
^>  J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  close 
Jane  Ist. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 
Aminal  Exhibition,  25tb,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
^)«3retary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Yorkshve  Agricultural  Sodety,  at  Ripon, 
Aagost  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum. 
wq.,  Soweiby,  Thirsk.    Entries  dose  July  19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
y-  .T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Mtnes  close  August  19tb. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  Association,  at 
jorwidi,  m  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R-  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties :  Sixth 
Annual  Eriubitaon,Toe8day,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 


day, and  Friday,  the  12tb,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  Saturday,  November  11th. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com* 
mittees  of  Poultry  Shows  tcill  favour  us  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedules,  These,  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  "  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead" 


We  suppose  it  is  part  of  the  Anglo* 
Saxon  character  to  make  business  of 
everything,  and,  when  undertaken,  to  do 
it  heartily.  This  may  be  tlie  reason  why 
the  Poultry  movement  is  confined  to  this 
country  and  America.  That  which  a  few 
years  since  was  unknown  is  now  becoming 
a  great  pursuit,  and  affording  a  delightful 
and  innocent  change  to  those  who  require 
it  after  a  day  of  toil.  It  has  also  called 
forth  a  spirit  of  emulation,  and,  true  to 
our  first  remark,  it  has  endeavoured  to 
turn  it  to  account.  The  same  mania  as- 
sumes the  same  feature  in  each  country ; 
exhibitions,  sales,  pedigrees,  and  friendly 
paper  war.  Both  British  and  States  men 
quote  from  each  other's  papers,  and  the 
judgments  of  certain  breeds  are  carefully 
canvassed  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Almost  every  ship  coming  from  America 
brings  a  consignment  of  Brahma  Pootras, 
and  when  it  returns  takes  out  Dorkings, 
Swans,  Pigeons,  and  Rabbits.  Such  may 
be  trifles,  but  they  form  one  link  in  the 
chain  that  binds  the  two  countries  toge- 
ther.   Let  US  take  an  example  :  one  of  our 
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largest  dealexs  received  an  order  from  the 
United  States  for  some  Dorking  fowls ; 
they  were  sent,  and  on  receipt,  the  pur- 
chaser wrote  in  raptures  with  his  acqui- 
sition ;  his  mother  had  emigrated  sixty 
years  hefore  from  Sussex,  and  he  said  in 
his  letter  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
them,  "  They  did  my  mother  good ;  she 
said  they  took  her  home  again,  for  they 
were  precisely  such  as  her  parents  kept  in 
the  old  country/* 

If  a  letter  can 

Waft  a  sigh  from  Indus  to  the  Pole', 
cannot  our  feathered  friends  also  appeal 
to  long-cherished  remembrances,  and  while 
they  may  perhaps  cause  one  feeling  or 
pang' of  sorrow^  yet  contribute  their  mite 
towards  rivetting  the  alliance  in  feeling 
between  two  countries  of  the  same  lan- 
guage, parentage,  and  origin. 

But  it  is  not  only  a  pursuit,  it  is  become 
a  trade.  Let  the  **  George  Robins  "  of  the 
poultry  world  (Mr.  Steyens)  speak,  and  he 
will  tell  you  of  the  many  thousands  of 
pounds*  worth  of  fowls  that  have  fallen 
to  his  hammer.  Railway  companies  will 
tell  of  excttrsion-traihs  and  large  re- 
ceipts, and  hundreds  will  speak  of  the 
happy  and  friendly  competitions  at  shows, 
of  the  kind  and  good-natured  mixing  of 
all  grades  of  society  in  the  common  pur- 
suit, and  of  the  humanizing  effect  of  this 
OHr  weekly  subject. 


Sissppoljited  Eisliittton. 

It  has  been  i^ell  said,  '*  None  of  us  ever 
thank  parties  who  tread  upon  our  corns  ;" 
and  I  am  perfectly  aswan  the  persons  now 
addressed  are  of  a  peculMaely  sensitive 
character^  nor  can  it  be  expected  to  be 


otherwise  than  general  in  haman  nature, 
to  feel  a  little  sore  when  our  own  desires 
are  frustrated  by  the  opinions  of  other 
people.  So  it  is  with  many  poultry  fan- 
ciers of  this  present  day,  who,  relying  on 
the  excellency  of  their  own  specimens,  and 
supposing  them  to  be  in  reality  and  truth 
what  they  anxiously  wish  for — viz.,  **the 
very  best  in  the  world  " — ^rashly  defy  the 
competition  of  our  well-established  exhi- 
bitions, and  thus  prove  themselves  to  be 
acting  under  the  misapprehension  so  per- 
petually rehearsed,  in  reference  to  the 
opinion  held  by  newly-married  ladies  of 
their  first  little  one.  !^ut,  jesting  apart,  it 
is  in  no  way  surprising  that  individuals 
w^ho  thus,  without  council  or  advice,  rush 
headlong  into  public,  should  meet  with 
frequent  discomfiture,  'vexation,  and  dis- 
appointment ;  while  sometimes  thejr  are 
prone  to  express  their  own  individual 
opinions  somewhat  more  '^  harshly  than 
wisely."  One  of  the  strongest  traits  of 
character  in  exhibitors  generally  is,  the 
manifest  conviction  that  seems  to  reign 
pre-eminent  in  their  minds,  that  success  is 
indisputably  <7«r^n.  But  alittle  experience 
in  such  matters  will  prove  to  most  the 
fallacy  of  such  an  opimon,  and  also  aasure 
them  that  a  great  amount  of  care,  judg- 
ment, and  discretion,  is  necessary  to  com- 
mand success  where  the  competition  ia  so 
extraordinarily  severe. 

To  such  parties  then,  in  a  spirit  of  the 
utmost  friendship  and  kindness,  are  the 
following  remarks  addressed,  and  that  too 
in  the  l^pe  that  they  may  not  be  con- 
sidered misplaced,  as  emanating  from  an 
individual  who  has  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  exhibitors  atthe  different  poultry 
shows,  nt>w  so  universal ;  and  let  me  also 
add,  whose  only  desire  is  to  give  a  few 
stray  hints  to  amateurs  whose  experience 
is  comparatively  limited,  or  to  those  who 
are  now  about  to  enter  the  lists  of  rivalry 
for  the  Jlrst  time.  ' 

There  is  not  a  failing  more  prominent 
with  beginners  than  the  suppositicHi  that 
one  very  excellent  specimen  in  a  pen  of 
*'  show  fowls  "  will  eneiuce  aueeeaa  for  the 
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ii  whole,  toad  lotid  and  deep  are  the  gnim- 
:|  Uings  and  dissotisfiiotions  sometimes  ex- 
I  pressed  in  reference  to  the  iudges,  *'  who 
oonld  pass  over  the  hest  fowl  in  the  whole 
I  dass  withoni  a  commendation,"  or  even  a 
!  sim|ile  reoognitioii  of  its  super-excellence, 
;  whikt  the  most  invidious  comparisons  are 
iieely  indnlged  in  hy  the  Ittckless  owner, 
'  as  to  ^that  wretch  of  a  cock  in  the  first- 
price  pen,"  in  comparison  with  his  own 
.  eqiedal  favoarite.    it  seems  really  never 
to  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  an  indi- 
I  Tidoal  thus  situated^  that  the  prizes  are 
I  awBided  to  a  pen  of  three  or  four  birds,  (as 
'    the  case  may  be),  not  to  a  singie  specimen  ; 
I  and  that  thongh  if  restricted  to  only  one 
bin^  the  saperiority  of  th^  pet  would  be 
!  obTioQB   at    a    single   glance,  and  most 
I  willmgly  acknowledged.    The  presence  of 
one  oir  two  most  indifferent'fowls  among  its 
fellows  (placed  there  apparently  **  to  make 
np  thelotf'),  throws  his  chances  of  success 
altogether  in  the  shade. 

1  am  convinced  ia  my  own  earlier  efforts, 
I  myself  have  fi^qnently  injured  my 
prospects  of  winning  (as  many  brother- 
amateurs  of  the  present  day  are  now 
doing),  by  the  intxY>dnction  of  a  very  far 
superior  bird  to  the  remainder ;  and  though 
at  first  sight,  this  may  appear  paradoxical, 
nfleetion  will  tell  us  au  that  judges  can 
only  form  their  awards  by  a  careful  com* 
puuon,  and  that  therefore,,  the  presence 
of  an  infinitely  better  bird  tells  directly 
against  the  success  of  its  fellows,  and  thus 
we  find,  and  very  properly  too,  a  pen  of 
well-matched,  even  birds,  walk  in  to  head 
the  list,  and  leave  the  former  one  apparently 
neglected  or  unseen,  in  tiie  decisions  of  tlie 
^y*  Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  the  real 
indnoemant  to  exhibit  a  vay  superior  fowl 
^th  those  of  indifferent  character,  is  very 
'^  indeed,  shpuld  they  belong  to  well- 
practised  hands  ;  not  so^  however,  if  the 
<|tfaer  birds  are  of  tolerably  good  descrip- 
tioD)  for  tAm  the  addition  of  a  specimen 
I  ^OR  exoellenoe  is  undoubted,  will  cer^ 
^7)  in  many  instances,  *'carr^  the 
%/'  and  not  unfrequentiy  do  judges 
*c^owledge^  that  the  exhibition  of  such 


a   fowl   in  a  pen  gave  a  bias  to  theur 
decisions. 

This  proves,  as  before  said,  the  neces- 
sity of  careful  reflection  on  the  part  of 
competitors  themselves  as  to  what  birds 
they  exhibit,  and  it  will  be  at  oftce  ad- 
mitted, that  the  loss  or  attainment  of  a 
first  prize  is  not  quite  so  superficial  a 
matter  as  some  unreflectivo  individuals 
are  apt  at  first  thought  to  imagine,  and 
teUs  for  or  against  the  owner,  as  a  pecu- 
niary connderation  (somewhat  forcibly) 
in  the  sale  of  his  future  stock,  and  not 
less  does  it  affect  the  value  of  the  poultry 
at  present  exhibited^  It  will  be  seen  that 
similarity  of  character  and  also  of  plumage, 
are  essentials  to  success ;  and  be-  sure  to 
let  new  aspirants  make  certain  their  poultry 
are  rightly  entered  as  to  their  respective 
classes.  Oft-times  have  I  seen  fowls,  either 
from  being  placed  in  the  wrong  baskets  l^ 
their  owners,  or  in  the  wrong  pens  by  the 
committees,  subjected  to  the  severe  penalty 
of  '' disanalification,"  simply  because  the 
old  fowls  and  the  chickens  of  the  same 
variety,  had  by  some  inexplicable  mystery 
changed  their  relative  places,  to  the  utter 
denial  of  a  single  chance  to  aiher  of  the 
lots — ^the  fowls  being  returned  by  the 
judges  as  being  *^  wrongly  entered.''  I 
myself  fancy  that  this  terrible  mistake 
may  havefrequentiy  arisen  from  the  prone- 
ness  of  their  owners  to  ^  leave  everything 
to  the  last  few  minutes,"  a  failing  that 
ever  yet  has,  and  as  certainly  will  ever 
continue,  to  entail  trouble,  annoyance,  and 
disgust  on  those  who  obstinately  insist  on 
carrying  it  into  practice.  I  would  myself 
advise  all  exhibitors  never  to  have  two 
pens  of  fowls  packing  at  the  same  time. 
The  observance  of  this  rule  will  obviate 
many  vexatious  afterthoughts^  and  greatiy 
ex)>edite  the  present  business  of  despatching 
their  poultry  to  the  exhibition.  Manv  an 
inexperioiced  amateur  has  blighted  all  his 
hopes  by  the  well'-intentioned  folly  of  over- 
feeding his  fowls  just  prior  to  sendine 
away.  For  this  purpose  never  use  hard 
com,  88  it  is  oertam  the  noise  amd  uproar 
of  a  conveyanoe  prevents  proper  digestion 
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going  forward ;  and  if  the  attendants  at  the 
show  (when  the  fowls  get  there)  are  not 
efficient  ones,  after-neglect  only  increases 
the  evil.  Therefore,  let  soft  food  only  be 
used,  and  that  somewhat  sparingly,  on  the 
day  of  their  departure,  or  "  crop-bound  " 
fowls  are  tiiejinevitable  consequence.  Close 
baskets  are  by  far  the  most  suitable  for 
the  transmission  of  poultry  ;  in  such  they 
rest  better,  and  are  not  so  greatly  alarmed 
at  passers-by,  while  if  they  happen  to  be 
detained  at  a  railway  station,  they  are  not 
so  mudi  subjected  to  the  baneful  influences 
of  currents  of  air,  which  always  injure 
them  if  they  are  compelled  to  remain 
exposed  in  open  wicker-work.  Round 
baskets  are  preferred,  simply  because  any 
one  fowl  cannot  thrust  its  head  into  a 
comer  and  be  trampled  to  death  by  the 
others,  as  all  keep  moving  about  freely  if 
pressed  upon  ;  though  in  square  baskets 
many  a  very  valuable  (perhaps  highly-fed) 
bird  has  lost  its  life,  and  its  thoughtless 
owner  thus  been  subjected  to  considerable 
pecuniary  loss. 

Never  place  fowls  onlv  recently  ac- 
quainted in  the  same  pen,  for  depend  upon 
it,  tiioiigh  the  best  friends  at  setting  out, 
they  will  certainly,  when  ruffled  in  temper, 
become  pugnacious  and  sanguinary.  Care- 
fully, therefore,  avoid  it  under  eoery  cir- 
cumstance, and  a  little  forethought  and 
care,  you  will  eventually  acknowledge, 
are  by  no  means  thrown  away.  It  may 
also  prevent  your  finding  one  of  your 
birds  dead  or  dying  when  you  gain  ad- 
mission to  the  show-room  yourself. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  practically  to 
smooth  the  way  for  those  amateurs  who 
now  are  commencing  their  labours,  and 
also  to  prevent  to  Uiem  a  repetition  of 
Uiose  annoyances  to  which  so  man^  others 
(like  myself)  have  been  necessarily  sub- 
jected, by  pointing  out  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal dangers  they  may  possibly  incur, 
and  the  easiest  mode  of  avoiding  them. 
There  is,  however,  still  another  portion  of 
this  class  of  exhibitors  to  whom  I  wish 
also  to  address  a  few  courteous  words  of 
advice,  viz.,  parties  who,  regardless  of  ex- 


pense, buy  many  of  the  first  prize  pens,  in 
the  confident  assurance  they  muxt  always 
be  similarly  successful  at  other  exhibi- 
tions. This  proves  too  frequently  falla- 
cious. The  competition  at  some  future 
show  may  be  infinitely  more  severe  ;  or  if 
the  birds  originally  came  from  the  hands 
of  a  practised  amateur,  a  very  serious 
change  of  "condition"  may  speedily  ensue 
under  a  less  careful  management,  to  the 
very  great  disappointment  of  their  present 
owners,  and  the  eeneration  of  an  ill-founded 
impression  on  their  minds,  "These  fowls 
have  not  now  been  fairly  dealt  with." 
Therefore,  though  somewhat  tedious,  my 
efforts  may  not  be  altogether  thrown  away, 
and  perchance  also  tend  to  somewhat  soften 
down  circumstances  which,  to  disappointed 
exhibitors,  may  appear  incongruous  at 
the  first  impression,  and  prevent  those 
little  asperities  of  temper  that  sometimes, 
in  spite  of  better  feelings,  haunt  the  un- 
successful. E.  C. 


Column  for  Beginners. 

CHAPTER  III. 
CLEANLINESS   AND   FEEDING. 

When  the  fowls  are  established  in  their 
new  quarters,  with  a  comfortable  house 
for  roosting  and  laying,  a  shed  under 
which  to  retire  when  they  choose,  and  a 
supply  at  hand  of  all  thines  most  needful 
to  keep  them  in  health  and  comfort,  food 
feeding,  and  a  little  daily  attention  (chiefly 
devoted  to  maintaining  cleanliness),  will 
be  all  that  they  require.  The  principal 
work  to  do  for  tiiem  will  be  to  have  their 
places  kept  clean  ;  for  if  fowls  are  fed  on 
the  best  food  in  the  land,  they  will  never 
thrive  without  a  due  regard  to  cleanliness. 
The  accumulation  of  dirt  in  the  hen-house 
should  be  removed  every  day,  and  the  run 
swept  not  less  frequently  than  twice  a 
week.  Cabbage-stumps  and  stale  vege- 
tables, from  wliich  the  fowls  have  picked 
what  they  like,  must  be  carefully  removed  ; 
and  if  a  portion  of  the  ground  can  be  forked 
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orer,  it  will  prove  a  veiy  beneficial  iamuse- 
ment  to  fowls  which  are  confin^  to  a  small 
yard.  If  the  floor  be  of  concrete,  a  sprinkle 
of  slaked  lime,  after  it  is  cleane<^  miu^es  the 
home  yer^  nice ;  but  care  must  be  taken 
to  sweep  it  off  so  clear  that  no  dust  will 
rise  when  the  fowls  flutter  their  wings,  as 
that  would  be  injurious  to  them. 

The  nests  should  be  attended  to  when- 
ever they  happen  to  get  dirty,  and  supplied 
with  a  good  thick  bed  of  clean,  well-rubbed 
straw.  A  thorough  regard  to  cleanliness 
will  make  a  good  return  in  the  health  and 
comfort,  and  consequent  productiyeness,  of 
the  fowls, — ^without  it,  they  w^iU  neyer 
thrive. 

I  know  two  ladies  (and  one  has  been  a 
very  successful  exhibitor)  who  clean  their 
hen-houses  themselves,  and  those  houses 
wre  dean,  as  were  also  their  brushes  and 
cleaning  paraphernalia,  ranged  in  nice 
order  near  at  hand. 

Occasional  lime-washing  of  the  house  is 
very  good,  in  fact  highly  necessary.  For 
those  who  may  yyish  for  something  a  little 
smarter  than  common  whitewash,  I  will 
copy  the  following  recipe  for  making  a 
cheap  paint,  from  an  American  monthly 
periodical : — "  Take  a  barrel,  and  put  in  it 
ahashel  of  quick  lime  ;  slack  the  latter  by 
pouring  over  it  boiling  water — covering 
the  lime  four  inches  deep,  and  stirring  it 
till  slacked ;  dissolve  two  pounds  of  sul- 
phate of  zinc  (white  vitriol)  in  water, 
which  must  be  added  to  the  whitewash. 
This  will  harden  the  lime  when  applied  to 
the  wood,  leaving  a  firm,  white  crystalized 
surface,  not  easily  removed  by  the  weather 
or  friction.  To  make  the  wash  a  cream 
colour,  add  four  pounds  of  yellow  ochre; 
for  a  favm,  four  pounds  of  umber  and  one 
pound  of  lampblack;  stone  colour,  one 
pound  of  umber  and  two  pounds  of  lamp- 

With  regard  to  feeding  the  poultry,  re- 
pilarity  is,  above  all  tnings,  important. 
I*t  it  be  the  work  of  one  person  in  the 
house  to  feed  the  fowls,  for,  as  **  the  child 
^t  many  parents  share  has  seldom 
Known  a  parent's  care,"  the  fowls,  which 


it  is  no  person's  especial  business  to  feed, 
will  sometimes  go  without  their  dinner ; 
and  to  make  them  happy  and  comfortable, 
they  should  not  only  always  have  their 
dinner,  but  should  always  have  it  given  to 
them  regularly. 

Fowls  which  have  no  extensive  range 
want  to  be  fed  as  soon  as  they  are  let  out 
in  the  morning,  and  the  more  work  that  is 
given  to  them  to  earn  their  breakfast,  by 
having  it  thrown  wide,  the  better :  care 
must,  however,  be  taken  that  the  food  is 
not  thrown  in  dirty  places,  for  in  feeding, 
as  in  everything  else,  fowls  are  lovers  of 
cleanliness. 

So  much  has  been  said  by  different 
writers  about  the  kind  of  food,  that  it  is 
no  use  to  repeat.  Most  families  that  keep 
no  other  animals  will  get  together  scraps 
enough  to  give  four  or  six  fowls  one  meal 
a  day  ;  if  m  addition  they,  have  one  meal 
of  meal  and  one  of  com,  they  will  do  very 
well  as  far  as  food  goes. 


Fallacies  of  the  Fancy. 

NO.   I. 

Courteous  reader, — ^It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  beguile  you  into  the  idea  that  I  am 
about  to  expose  to  public  view  the  economy 
of  certain  poultry  establishments,  yidth  the 
view  of  attempting  to  rectify  errors,  which 
in  my  opinion  may  exist.  Such  a  flight 
woula  take  me  into  a  walk  that  I  know 
but  little  of,  and  I  think  I  should  deservedly 
have  my  wings  clipped,  in  order  to  prevent 
my  committing  the  like  trespass  in  future. 

Few  persons  pass  through  life,  none  I 
should  rather  say  possessed  of  a  thinking 
mind,  who  do  not  frequently  observe  certain 
dispositions  in  their  fellow  men,  aye,  and 
in  themselves  too,  which  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  alter ;  and  even  in  poultry  mat- 
ters, as  well  as  other^sublunary  occupations, 
a  vast  amount  of  hallucination  and  weak- 
ness will  be  perceived.  If  my  assertion  be 
doubted,  I  would  appeal  to  any  impartial 
visitor  at  some  of  our  recent  poultry  exhi- 
bitions, whether  he  have  not  observed  at 
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one  or  the  other  of  thooe  usiiaUjr  pleasant 
gatherings,  some  poor  unfortunate  wight, 
almost  distraught,  on  learning  that  his 
particular  pen  of  birds  has  been  unsuccess- 
ful. Witness  his  ffesticulations  ;  listen  to 
his  touching  appeal  to  the  hy-standers,  as 
to  the  untaward  fate  of  Ms  pets ;  remark 
with  what  hurried  strides  he  rushes  to  the 
committee«iroom  ;  hear  his  invectives  loud 
and  deep  poured  forth  on  the  heads  of  the 

C  judges  ;  and  then,  1  think,  he  will 
me  out  in  my  statement,  and  add, 
moveover,  that  the  term  of  ^*  Poultry 
mama  "  is  in  this  case,  to  a  certain  extent, 
applicable.  But,  as  the  majority  of  un- 
successful exhibitors  bear  their  unlooked- 
for  lot  with  comparative  complacency,  I 
would  not  be  supposed  to  place  them  in  the 
category  just  mentioned. 

In  the  following  picture,  a  too  sanguine 
disposition  may,  I  apprehend,  find  in  its 
lineaments  some  traces  which  bear  a  slight 
resemblance  to  itself,  and  to  such  an  one, 
young  as  an  amateur,  though  perhaps  the 
head  may  be  denuded  of  some  of  nature's 
covering,  I  would  in  all  fdeodalup  submit 
the  following : — 

Last  spring,  you  had  a  strons^  desire  to 
commence  the  rearing  of  Cochm  Chmas. 
Not  knowing  to  whom  to  apply  at  the 
moment  for  a  sitting  of  ^gs,  you  consulted 
the  newspapers.  Your  attention  was 
rivobted  by  an  advertisement  dressed  out  in 
all  the  flowers  of  oloquence,  and  you  ap- 
plied for  thirteen  eggs,  for  which  you  paid 
the  sum  of  five  guineas.  You  purchased  a 
broody  hen  to  place  them  under,  as  the  old 
poult^'-vrife  of  the  establishment  denied 
vou  the  loan  of  <me  of  her  staid  old  Dor- 
kings, declaring  that  she  would  not  en- 
courage a  parcel  of  nasty,  ugly,  long-legged 
thinj^,  without  tails.  In  your  watcQid 
anxiety  to  secure  to  the  hen  the  necessary 
amount  of  food  and  water,  you  took  her 
off  the  neat  every  morning,  and  in  so 
doij^,  managed  to  break  three  or  four 
eggs.  Out  of  the  thirteen,  six  only  were 
hatched  out,  and  three  of  those  were 
cockerels,  two  of  which  were  very  dark- 
cobured  birds.    But  still  you  had  a  brood 


of  Cochin  Chinas,  and  as  tiie  pullets  were 
tolerably  light  in  colour,  you  congratulated 
yourself  on  your  success,  and  thanked  your 
stars,  that,  if  vou  could  but  rear  them,  you 
should  have  the  proper  number  for  exlubi- 
tion.  You  were  very  early  every  morning, 
in  aU  weathers,  to  feed  them,  and  routed 
the  old  hen  at  n^ht  with  ^our  hand  or  a 
stick,  to  see  that  all  your  chicks  were  safe, 
previous  to  taking  your  rest  Each  Satur- 
day throughout  the  summer  brought  down 
its  usual  quota  of  friends  from  town.  Th^ 
must,  of  course,  be  taken  to  see  your 
adopted  chUdren.  Of  course,  they  praised 
them.  It  would  have  been  exceedingly 
rude  had  they  not  done  so.  They  were  md 
best  and  purest  that  they  had  ever  seen,  f  n 
all  probability,  veiy  few,  if  any  of  them, 
knew  a  Cochm  China  fowl  from  a  Mala^. 
Time  wore  on,  and  your  stud  increased  m 
size.  You  began  to  think  whether  you 
should  not  soon  have  a  xshance  of  handing 
your  name  down  to  jposterity  as  a  success- 
ful exhibitor  of  Cochins.  At  length  an  op- 
portunitv  occurred  for  your  enteidngtfae  lists 
at  a  celebrated  exhibition  to  be  held  near 
town.  An  entry  paper  was  no  sooner 
applied  for,  than  you  reodved  it«  I>a]gr 
and  honestly  fiUea  up  (I  wi^  emy  one 
did  the  same),  it  was  returned  in  proper 
time  with  the  p^i  money.  Your  decinuilB 
had  been  laiu  aside  amce  you  were  at 
sdiool,  but  you  soon  got  them  up  again, 
and  applied  yourself  to  the  study  of  ihe 
cereals  to  ascertain  which  continned  the 
greatest  amount  of  nutriment  for  your 
pets.  When  would  the  day  arrive  for 
forwarding  the  birds  ?  A  fiiodd,  who  had 
obtained  a  prize  at  a  'provincial  exhibition 
with  fowls  of  the  same  description  as  yours, 
called  on  you,  and  appeared  silent,  as  well 
he  might,  being  afraid  to  throw  a  damper 
on  your  highly- wrought  imaginatioib  Your 
pride  was  hurt.  You  pitted  your  birds 
against  his  for  a  champagne  lunch.  The 
offer  was  accepted,  and  an  appointment 
made  to  meet  at  the  place  of  exhibition. 
The  eventful  day  at  last  dawned.  A  slight 
misgiving  came  across  your  mind ;  but 
it  was  at  once  smothered.    You  arrived  at 
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tfaeiailway  stadon  at  least  one  hour  before 
tiie  traia  was  dae.  In  due  oourse  of  time, 
many  of  your  acquaintanoes  arrived  also^ 
who  vezy  injudicioualy  flattered  you  with 
the  o^rtaizrty  of  suooess.  You  stepoed  into 
the  railway  carriage,  and  after  a  Boort  in- 
terval, the  tickets  were  demanded.  Homer's 
description  of  Achilles,  **  swift  as  to  his 
I  feet,"  -vibrates  on  your  bndn.  You  deter- 
;  mine  to  emulate  the  Greek.    You  scarcely 

I  allow  the  train  to  come  to  a  stand-stiU, 
j  before  you  are  out  of  the  carriage,  and 
,  roshiag  to  the  cab-stand.    In  your  passage 

thithec,  you  unwittingly  tread  on  the  foot 
)   of  an  old  gentleman.    A  loud  shriek  pro- 

I I  duBifi  that  he  is  suffering  from  gout ;  but 
I  yoo,  like  many  others,  have  no  syranathy 
I  for  goaty  persons.  Spurred  on  wiw  the 
I  cartainty  of  a  prize,  you  invade  the  sanctity 
I,  of  a  gentleman's  brougham,  and  give  your 

orden  to  the  driver.    He  turns  round  on 
the  box,  and  gazes  at  you  through  the 
front  i^asses  with    the    most    profound 
astonirimieiit.     You  shower  a  volley  of 
ahiise  on  him.    He  descends,  and  comes 
to  the  door,  where  you  discover  the  owner, 
protestiDg  most  vociferously,  and  threaten- 
ing to  call  the  police.    You  discover  yonr 
mistake,  and  with  many  apologies,  are  but 
too  glad  to  effect  an  escape  from  your  mmgi 
I  reti^.     The  driver,  previous  to  mounting 
I  the  box^  intimates,  seitto  wee,  that  your 
:  heepar  wght  to  he  dUcka/r^  for  uUowing 
'  pon  to  he  iU  large.    Stung  with  rage,  you 
i  look  out  for  a  cab,  but  what  first  meets 
yoor  eyes  ?    The  old  gentleman  whose  foot 
'  you  had  such  small  respect  for,  leaning 
I  against  a  pillar,  surrounded  by  his  married 
^in^ghtrPr  and  three  grandchildren,  whom 
I  he  had  come  to  meet.    A  look  of  wrath 
{  mingled  with  despair  at  not  being  able  to 
I  visit  you  with  sununary  punishment,  meets 
your   glance.      Your  better  feelings  pre- 
domiBate  for  a  second,  and  you  are  on  the 
-f^omi  of  making  towards  hun.    A  porter, 
who  has  been  watching  you,  informs  you 
that  a  cab  is  in  rea^ness.    Your  sympathy 
vasushes,  and  after  requesting  to  be  driven 
fast,  jou  soon  find  yourself  at  the  exhibi- 
tion.   The  fare  is  paid,  and  you  ru^  in. 


calling  out  loudly  for  a  catalogue.  You 
turn  to  yomr  class,  and  find  no  aeoofont  of 
any  prizes.  You  inquire  of  the  vendor, 
and  he  enlightens  you  by  stating,  that  you 
must  mean  a  prize-list,  which  he  puts  mto 
your  hand,  modestly  demanding  an  extra 
sixpence.  A^ain  do  your  eyes  run  over 
the  all-absorbing  class.  You  see  that  your 
friend's  name  is  printed,  but  cannot  under- 
stand why  yours  is  not.  Another  appeal 
is  made  to  the  party  who  furnished  you 
with  the  list,  and  you  give  him  your  name. 
After  a  few  moments  of  bewilderment^ 
produced  hj  your  apparent  eesrtainty,  tho 
thought  strikes  him  that  your  birds  could 
not  have  been  of  sufficient  merit,  and  ho 
smilingly  conveys  his  ideas  to  you.  Oh ! 
what  a  moment  was  that^  when  the  bare 
possibility  oi  failure  first  stiuek  you,  and 
what  must  have  been  your  feefings  when 
the  real  fact  stood  out  m  incontrovertible 
truth!  But  though  beaten,  you  are  not 
disgusted,  nor  yet  discouraged.  You  pro- 
ceed onwards  to  the  exhibition,  and  first 
of  all  visit  the  pen  where  yonr  daxiingi 
are  domicOed.  Your  nature  is  kind,  aM 
you  wish  that  you  had  them  aft  home 
again,  out  of  that  dose  place.  They  would 
still  have  ytmr  care  and  attention,  though 
the  visitors  pass  by  scarcely  bestowing  « 
gianee  upon  them.  Your  friend  is  new 
by  your  side,  and  signifies  tiiat  he  took 
breakfast  very  early.  The  hint  is  well 
received,  and  after  one  or  two  perambula- 
tions, wherein  the  different  points  of  ex- 
cellence are  brought  to  your  notice,  you 
adjourn  to  the  discussion  of  the  champagne 
lunch,  determined  to  profit  from  thesug- 
gesti(Hi8  imparted,  and  never  again' to  be 
too  sanguine.  Amicus. 


Water  for  geese  to  swim  in  is  by  no 
means  necessary,  nor  perhaps  even  uaeM : 
or  how  is  it  that  we  see  such  fine  flocks 
of  fine  geese  all  over  Long  Island  (in 
America),  where  there  is  scarcely  suich 
a  thing  as  a  pond  or  a  run  of  water  ?-^ 
(Mhetee  Cottage  Ecmomsf. 
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Hints  to  Comxnittees  of  Poultry 
Shows. 

The  Regulations— (coii/m»e(0. 

11.— The  entries  mast  be  made  with  the  lecre- 

tary,  on  or  before  the ,  on  a 

form  which  will  be  snpplied  by  him,  with  a 
Sdiednle  of  Arizes  and  Regulations,  on  xeceipt  of 
a  stamped  directed  envelope.  The  entrance-fees 
must  be  paid  when  the  entry  is  made,  or  the  pens 
cannot  be  entered  for  competition. 

12.— Subscribers  of  not  less  than  —  will  be 

entitled  to tickets  of  admissfon,  one  fiUed 

up  with  his  own  name,  and  the  other  with  any 
other  name  he  may  require ;  such  tickets  to  be 
avaUable  at  the  pnyate  view  and  days  of  exhibi- 
tion, but  not  to  be  transferable.  Anid  every  sncih 
subscriber  will  be  entitled  to  exhibit  four  pens, 
and  as  many  additional  pens  as  he  may  think  fit;, 
on  payment  of  2s.  6d.  for  each  extra  pen. 

13.— Cottaeers  will  be  allowed  to  exhibit  single^ 
pens,  at  28.  6d.  each  pen. 
.  14.— The  doors  of  the  exhibition  will  be  opened 
to  subscribers  of  not  less  than  • ,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

15.— All  birds  will  be  returned  the  morning 
after  the  show. 

16. — Exhibitors  are  particularly  requested  to 
examine  the  Prize  List  and  Regulations  of  the 
Show,  in  order  to  avoid  error  in  making  entries. 

17.— The  committee  wish  to  assure  exhibitors 
that  every  care  and  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
stock  when  in  their  possession,  but  that  they 
cannot  be  answerable  for  any  losses  that  may 
occur  from  accident  or  mistake. 

18.— Dogs,  sticks,  and  umbrellas  will  not  be 
allowed  in  the  exhibition-room. 

19. — Poultry  not  in  the  Prize  List  can  be  ex- 
hibited as  extra  stock,  and  the  judges  will  be  in- 
structed to  award  prizes  to  such  as  they  may 
consider  deserving.  * 

(Signed) , 

Hon.  Sec. 

No.  11  and  No.  16  might  be  placed  to- 
gether, bearing  as  they  do  on  the  same 
subject ;  and  the  Birmingham  committee 
have  this  year  made  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  relation:  ^'That  no  alteration  can 
be  made  in  the  prices,  as  stated  on  the  cer- 
tificates and  set  forth  in  the  catalogues; 
that  the  specimens  must  be  sold  in  pens, 
and  not  divided  ;  and  that  the  persons  vrho 
have  the  manasement  of  the  sales  cannot 
take  charge  of  fowls  vfrhich  are  disposed  of 
privately."  Also,  **  No  alterations  can  be 
made  in  the  certificates  after  they  have 


been  received  by  the  secretary.'*  Many 
inconsiderate  persons  are  in  the  habit  of 
making  changes,  just  before  the  show,  in 
birds  and  prices,  and  find  fault  because 
they  cannot  be  attended  to.  To  oblige 
them  would  be  an  impossibility  :  probably 
at  the  time  they  write  the  catalogue  is  in 
tvpe,  and  they,  forsootii,  would  even  bother 
tne  printer's  devil  before  they  would  be 
satisfied,  to  sa^  nothing  of  secretary, 
clerks,  and  printers,  before  the  truth 
reached  the  dignified  person  alluded  to. 

No.  12  tells  its  own  tale.  Ten  shillings 
is  enough  for  a  subscriber  to  pay  for  two 
tickets,  provided  he  is  not  an  exhibitor ; 
but  I  do  not  think  a  person  contriibuting 
poultry  should  have  more  than  one :  the 
Birmingham  Show  can  justly  command  a 
higher  rate,  both  for  entrance  and  view. 
I  think  the  limit  of  two  pens  in  one  class 
good ;  and  certainly  four  entries  for  one 
subscription  is  liberal  enough,  especially 
if  the  additional  pens  are  offered  at  2s.  6d. ; 
and  to  this  rule  should  be  attached,  **  Per- 
sons entering  poultry,  and  failing  to  send 
the  same,  will  be  required  to  nay  a  fine  of 
three  shillings  for  each  pen  so  left  vacant." 
This  is  only  justice  to  the  committee,  his 
brother-competitors,  and  the  public,  all  of 
whom  are  frequently  mortified  by  the 
foolish  conduct  of  exhibitors.  No  one  ought 
to  make  an  entry  without  firmly  intending 
to  exhibit ;  but  too  many  people  send  four 
entries  merely  because  they  have  paid  for 
that  number  in  their  subscription,  and 
overlooking  the  fact  that  a  subscription 
will  not  cover  the  cost  of  pens. 

No.  13,  applying  to  cottagers,  will  vary 
according  to  the  district ;  in  the  manufac- 
turing counties,  cottagers  would  rather  pay 
than  not :  they  have  a  strong  feeling  of  in- 
dependence, and  lightly  esteem  all  things 
gratis  (even  good  advice). 

No.  14,  of  course,  must  be  filled  up  ac- 
cording to  circumstances;  certainly  sub- 
scribers ought  to  have  the  first  view,  and 
those  who  choose  to  pay  high  might  also 
be  admitted,  for  at  least  two  hours,  before 
the  general  public,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  first  day  ought  also  to  be  devoted  to 
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the  higher  class,  at  a  rate,  say  28.  6d. ;  the 
whole  of  the  second  day  ought  to  be  at  a 
more  moderate  price,  say  Is.,  so  as  to  ad- 
mit all  classes  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  on 
easy  terms ;  ladies  and  others,  who  may  be 
afraid  of  the  crowd,  can  insure  a  quiet  in- 
spection on  the  cheap  day,  by  being  there 
as  soon  as  the  doors  open;  but  I  shall 
never  again  believe  what  ladies  say  against 
a  mob,  after  witnessing  how  many  high- 
born, gentle,  and  feeble  old  ladies  endured 
the  squeeze  at  Birmingham,  aye,  and  ap- 
pearea  positively  to  enjoy  it,  if  I  might 
judge  from  their  looks. 

No.  15  must  not  only  appear  on  paper, 
but  must  be  fully  carried  out  by  the  com- 
mittee. [! ! !— Ed.] 

No.  17  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  committee ;  and — 

No.  18  is  equally  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  poultry  under  the  protection 
of  the  committee. 

No.  19  is  also  requisite.  Who  can  say 
what  wonders  may  not  be  produced  this 
season  from  foreign  lands  ?  Some  of  our 
friends  may  have  a  chance  of  ransacking 
the  poultry-houses  of  St.  Petersburg  or 
Sebastopol ;  or,  perchance,  some  luckless 
fellow  may  contribute  from  Siberia ;  nor 
yet  should  we  despair  of  further  wonders 
from  the  interior  of  China,  with  the  new 
dynasty. 

I  have  now  reviewed  the  reflations  as 
printed.  I  would,  in  conclusion  on  this 
subject,  urge  all  poultiy  committees  to 
add  one  more  rule  : — "  That  the  sale-office 
will  not  be  opened  before  twelve  o'clock  of 
the  first  day  of  the  show,  and  that  no  pens 
can  be  claimed  before  that  hour."  Having 
already  occupied  too  much  space,  I  must 
state  tae  reasons  for  the  last  regulation  in 
my  next. 

W.W. 


A  MAN  came  into  a  printing-office  to 
beg  a  paper,  "because"  said  he,  "we 
like  to  read  the  newspapers  very  much, 
but  our  neighbours  don't  take  one." — 
Awuncan  p<igi)er. 


Colombiary. 

NO.  I. 

Where  poultry  are  kept  I  see  no  reason 
why  pigeons  should  be  excluded,  of  which 
there  are  a  great  variety,  so  as  to  satisfy 
auy  whim  of  the  fancier ;  and,  as  many  of 
them  may  be  unknown  to  the  readers  of 
the  "  Poultrv  Chronicle,"  I  will  endeavour 
to  give  a  short  description  of  all  those 
known  to  me.  I  will  commence  with  the 
Rock  Pigeon,  and  divide  the  varieties  into 
three  classes, — ^the  High  Fancy,  Fancy,  and 
Toys. 

1.  The  Rock  Pigeon. 

The  Rock  Pigeon,  or  wild  Blue  Rock,  is 
a  bird  of  which  almost  every  one  has  heard, 
nevertheless  it  is  very  scarce ;  but  at  first 
starting  it  will  be  best  to  make  it  plain  to 
my  readers  what  pigeon  I  mean,  oecause 
two  others  are  also  commonly  called  Rocks. 
The  Stock  Dove,  that  builds  in  the  stocks 
or  boles  of  trees,  is  frequently  mistaken 
for  the  Blue  Rock,  which  it  somewhat  re- 
sembles, but  from  which  it  is  quite  dis- 
tinct. There  are  three  varieties  of  doves 
to  be  found  in  our  woods,  namely,  the 
Ring  Dove,  or  Quest,  the  Stock  Dove,  and 
the  Turtle  Dove,  but  these  are  quite  dis- 
tinct in  habits  and  manners  from  the 
pigeon. 

Again,  the  common  Chequered  ^  Dap- 
pled") Dove  House  Pi^on,  that  generally 
peoples  our  dove-cotes  is  frequenu^  called 
a  Rock,  and  should  such  be  taken  from  the 
rocks,  they  are  naturally  supposed  to  be  the 
true  Rock  Pigeon,  for,  in  many  parts  of  the 
country  there  are  immense  ferol  or  escaped 
flocks ;  these,  although  in  everv  sense  of 
the  word  wildy  are  not  the  real  Blue  Rocks. 
Having  thus  far  said  what  it  is  not,  it  now 
remains  for  me  to  say  what  the  Rock  is  : 
it  is  a  rather  small  blue  pigeon,  and  very 
shy ;  it  builds  its  nest  on  cliffs,  in  the 
clefts  of  rocks,  and  caverns,  and  is  gene- 
rally supposed  by  naturalists  to  be  the 
stock  whence  our  tame  {pigeons  are  derived. 
Their  general  plumage  is  blue,  two  black 
bars  cross  the  wings,  the  tail  b  also  barred 
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with  black  near  the  end,  the  rump  is  white 
and  the  neck  glossy — ^the  beak  is  long, 
dove-shaped,  and  of  a  dark  horn  colour ; 
the  front  of  the  head  is  rather  full,  the 
eye  round,  prominent,  and  of  a  bright 
gravelly  red  colour,  the  neck  is  slender, 
and  the  feet  red ;  they  are  very  shy,  and 
shun  the  haunts  of  man.  I  have  never 
seen  any  of  them  domesticated,  but  believe 
they  might  be,  if  taken  young.  The  Rev. 
E.  S.  Dixon  gives  an  instance  of  their  being 
settled  in  one  old  dove-cote,  and  further 
stated  he  had  occasionally  procured  young 
ones,  but  that  they  always  new  away  when 
old  enough  ;  they  nestle  in  the  most  inac- 
cessible rocks  and  clifis,  and  I  believe 
rarely  produce  but  three  pairs  of  young  in 
a  season ;  they  find  their  food  abroad  in 
the  fields,  in  search  of  which  they  are  said 
to  take  long  journeys ;  they  feed  on  almost 
any  sort  of  grain  or  seed  ;  they  devour  an 
immense  quantity  of  the -seeds  of  weeds, 
and  they  eat  also  some  sorts  of  herbage. 

A  cross  between  the  Blue  Rock  and  the 
common  Blue  Dragon  pigeon  makes  an 
excellent  pigeon  for  flying  matches  or 
performing  lon^  journeys ;  but  from  the 
scarcity  and  wil&ess  of  the  former,  few 
persons  have  the  opportunity  of  trying  it. 
B.  P.  Brent. 


GypsoBi  fbr  Fowli. 

The  following  remarks  regarding  gyp- 
sum mav  be  useful  to  your  correspondent 

It  is  not  probable  that  gypsum  is  "  bene- 
ficial to  fowls*'  as  a  source  of  lime  and 
sulphur ;  but  when  it  is  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  "  keeping  a  poultry-house 
sweet"  it  may  be  considered  '*  beneficial  to 
fowls^'*  principally,  if  not  exclusively,  on 
account  of  its  peculiar  property  of  fixing — 
to  use  the  popular  term — ^the  volatile  am- 
moniacal  vapours  which  form  the  dis- 
agreeable and  deleterious  odours  emanating 
from  excrementitious  matters,  and  thus 
preserving  the  atmosphere  of  Uie  poultry- 
nouse  in  that  state  of  purity  which  is  so 


essentially    requisite    for    supporting  the 
healthy  respiration  of  the  inmates. 

Gypsum,  when  first  strewed  about  a 
poultry-house,  is,  chemically  speaking,  a 
naturtJ  compound  of  sulphuric  acid,  Ume, 
and  wateis— hydrated  sulphate  of  lime — 
but  in  such  situation  it  does  not  perma- 
nently remain  so  constituted,  for  in  pro|>or- 
tion  as  the  air  of  the  house  becomes  con- 
taminated with  ammoniacal  vapours,  these 
decompose  the  hydrated  sulphate  of  lime, 
by  combining  with  its  sulphuric  acid  and 
producing  sulphate  of  ammonia,  which  is 
a  fixed,  inodorous,  crystalline,  and  soluble 
compound ;  whilst  the  lime,  thus  freed 
from  its  original  combination,  enters  into  a 
new  one  with  the  carbonic  acid,  which  is 
present,  and  produces  insoluble  carbonate 
of  lime,  or  chalk.  In  thus  deodorizing  and 
purifying  the  air,  the  gypsum  ultimately 
Decomes  wholly  decomposed,  and  the  eflRste 
residue,  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  stllphate 
of  ammonia  and  carbonate  of  Hme,  would 
probably  be  repulsive  to  the  fowls  on  ac- 
count of  the  taste  of  the  ammoniacal  sailt, 
and  they  would  not  touch  the  residue  for 
the  sake  of  the  carbonajbe,  if  they  had  ac- 
cess to  any  other  source  of  it  not  so  tainted  ; 
as  for  example,  mortar  rubbish,  which, 
contains  carbonate  of  lime  and  river  sand. 
But  file  effete  residue  is  valuable  as  a 
manure,  for  it  is  a  most  powerful  fertOizer 
on  account  of  the  ammoniacal  salt,  which 
it  contains,  not  being  volatile  at  any  degree 
of  natural  temperature,  and  yet  soluble  in 
the  water  of  showers ;  it  thus  becomes  a 
source  of  nitrogen  to  plants.  Chalk— carbo- 
nate of  lime — and  bone-earth — ^phosphate 
of  lime — when  strewed  about  a  poiiltry- 
house,  are  not  decomposed  by  ammoniaoil 
vapours,  but  I'etain  their  composition,  and 
and  are  therefore  ready  at  once  to  enter 
with  food  into  the  animal  system  for  secre- 
tion and  elaboration  into  shell  and  bone. 
Phosphate  of  lime  is  naturallv  present  in 
all  kinds  of  "bone-making  food,"  which 
is  so  highly  necessary  for  growing  fowls  <rf 
large  varieties,  but  there  is  no  difficulty  m 
supplying  it  artificially,  for  it  is  not  «c- 
pensive ;  a  bone  burnt  in  the  fire  to  a 
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white  ash,  and  then  powdered,  affords  a 
ready  and  economical  source  of  phosphate 
of  lime,  which,  might  he  strewed  about 
along  with  the  carbonate  of  lime. 

Tom. 


I         Schedule  of  the  Sipon  Show. 

The  YoaKSHims  Agricultural  So- 
!  ciBTT  (President,  Earl  de  Grey)  will  hold 
,  I  the  Seyenteenth  Annual  Meeting  at  Ripon, 
. '  eaiiy  in  August.  It  includes  cattle,  shieep, 
,  pigs,  horses,  poultry,  implements,  Reports 
I '  on  Tarious  specified  subjects,  flax,  and 
I  wool* 

POULTRY. 


47.  Bert  SiMmish  Cock  and  two  Hens  £1 

Second       0 

48.  Best  three  Spanish  Chickens 

49.  Best  Dorking  Cock  and  two  Hens 

Second       

50.  Best  three  Dorking  Chickens 

51.  Best  Cochin  China  Cock  and  two 

Hens 

Second       

52:  Best  three  Cochin  China  Chickens 

53.  Best  Malay  Cock  and  two  Hens  .. 

Second       

54.  Best  tliree  Malar  Chidcens 

55.  Best  GasM  Cock  and  two  Hens    .. 

SecMd 

56.  Best  three  Game  Chickens 

57.  Best  Golden  Pheasant  Cock  and  two 

Hens 

58.  BertttfMGoldeiiPhMsantCaiickeBS 

59.  BestSUvsr  Pheasant  Cock  and  two 

Hens 1 

Second 0 

UL  Best  three  SilTer  Iheasant  Chickens  1 

61.  Best  Chitteprat  or  Corsican  Cock 

and  two  Hens 1 

Seeond ..  0 

62.  Best  Poland,  any  variety,  with  or 

without  vaSUt  Cock  and  two 
Hens 1 

Second       0 

6S.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  of  any 
breed  or  cross 1 

Second       0 

64.  Best  three  Chickens  of  any  breed 

orcross 1 

65.  Best  Cock  and  three  Hens,  black, 
white,  or  any  other  variety  of. 

\\       W       W  a 


0    0 
19   0 


0    0 


I 


66.  Best  Cock  of  any  bleed  or  cress     41    0    0 

67.  Best  pair  of  Hens  of  any  breed  or 

cross 10    0 

66.  Best  Gandmr  and  Goose     ..        ..100 
Second       0  10    0 

69.  Best  Drake  and  two  Dueks  ..1    0    0 

Seeond       0  10    0 

70.  Best  Turkey  Cock  and  Hen         ..100 

Second       ..   0  10    0 

Where  no  age  is  specified,  the  PonlCry  may  be 
shown  of  any  age,  and  chickens  are  eH{^ble  to 
compete.  Where  the  chickens  are  mentioned, 
they  mnst  be  a  cock  and  two  pnUefes,  where  tlwy 
are  old  enongh  to  distinguish. 

All  chickens  must  be  hatched  after  flie  1st  of 
January,  1854. 

High  condition,  beauty  of  plumage,  and  purity 
of  race,  will  be  prefened  above  mere  weight, 
which  latter  quality  is  prindpaUy  to  be  consi- 
dered as  a  merit  in  those  breeds  that  are  rematk- 
able  for  their  size,  such  as  Spanirii,  Dorking, 
Malay,  and  Cochin  China. 

No  animal  which  has  gained  a  first  Prize  in 
any  Class  (unless  shown  as  Extra  Stock)  at  a 
previous  meetittg  of  this  Society,  will  be  allowed 
to  compete  in  the  same  class  at  any  future  meet- 
ing. No  animal  can  be  entered  in  more  than  one 
ckss. 

The  Judges  shall  not  award  any  Prise  unless 
the  animals  exhibtted  are  deemed  worthy. 

Any  person  who  has  given  a  £gdse  eertifieite 
shall  forfeit  every  unpaid  Prize,  and  shall  be  dis- 
qualified iirom  eihibttmg  at  the  Society's  Show 
in  any  future  year. 

The  Prizes  for  the  Reports  wo  cannot 
help  giving,  althongh  they  do  not  all  ap- 
pertain to  our  own  subject. 

Rbpokts. 

For  the  best  form  of  Agricultural  Balance 
Sheet £10 

The  Balance  Sheet  must  be  aecom|MHUfld  by  a 
Report,  containing  a  susnnary  of  the  priaciples 
on  which  a  Farmer's  Balance  Sheet  oi«bt  to  be 
constructed,  in  order  to  show  desily  tlM  annual 
profit  or  loss,  with  ezemplified  detans  of  the  dif- 
ferent items  calculated  to  illustrate  the  snioeet. 

For  a  Report  on  the  best  mode  of  Shoeing 
Horses  for  hunting,  road,  and  farm  work. 
To  be  accompanied  by  at  least  two  models 
illustrating  the  application  and  result  of 
defective,  as  well  as  of  correct  shoeing   . .    £5 

The  following  Prize  is  offered  by  W.  Beckett, 

Esq;,  M.P. 
For  a  Report  on  tfao  bestsMthod  of  Fatten- 
ugPouitvy £S 
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All  Reports  must  be  deliTored  to  the  Secretur 
on  or  beiforo  the  1st  of  Jnoe,  1854. 

Competitors  in  Reports  shall  not  commanicate 
their  names,  but  shall  transmit  with  each  Report 
a  sealed  note,  containing  the  name  and  address 
of  the  writer,  and  inscribed  on  the  back  with 
some  distinguishing  motto  or  deyice,  which  shall 
also  be  inscribed  on  the  Report.  Prizes  will  not 
be  awarded  to  Reports  that  have  been  previously 
published.  The  Society  will  not  be  oound  to 
restore  unsuccessful  MSS.,  therefore  copies  must- 
be  kept  by  the  Authors. 

Gknibal  Rigulations  (relating  to  Poultry). 

Persons  desirous  of  becoming  Members  of  the 
Society  can  become  so  on  application  to  the 
Secretary. 

Subscriptions,  £1  per  annum,  enabling  them 
to  show  Stock,  ^.,  and  view  all  the  exhibitions 
free  of  charge. 

No  Stock  can  be  admitted  for  exhibition,  either 
for  Prizes  or  as  Extra  Stock,  unless  a  certificate 
of  entry,  in  proper  form,  has  been  received  by  the 
Secretary  on  or  before  Wednesday,  July  19th. 
Blank  Certificates  of  entry  will  be  sent  by  post, 
on  application  to  the  Secretary,  to  each  person 
intending  to  exhibit. 

One  Shilling  will  be  charged  for  each  entry  of 
Poultry. 

All  Stock  intended  for  exhibition  will  be  ad- 
mitted from  3  o'clock  till  8  p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
August  1st,  and  from  7  to  8  o'clock  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  and  all  not  at  the  gate&by  that 
time  will  be  excluded. 

The  Show  will  be  closed  at  half-past  3  o'clock 
on  Thursday.  The  owners  will  have  to  purchase 
food,  but  the  Committee  will  arrange  that  rea- 
sonable prices  shall  be  charged. 

All  Poultryare  required  to  be  at  the  Show  by 
8  o'clock  cm  Wednesday  mommg,  and  to  remain 
there  until  half-past  3  o'clock  on  the  Thursday. 
It  is  particularlT  requested  that  the  entries  may 
be  oorrectlT  and  properly  made,  or  they  will  be 
disqualifiea.  Poultry  (krHficatet  must  be  asked 
for  to  fill  np,  as  no  ouier  can  be  received.  Par- 
ties who  enter  Poultry  will  be  expected  to  feed 
and  attend  them,  and  one  ticket  to  each  exhibitor 
wiU  be  given  free.  One  person  only  will  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  Show-Yard  with  each  ani- 
mal or  entrv  of  Stock.  Persons  who  enter  and 
do  not  exhibit  will  be  expected  to  pay  2s.  6d.  for 
every  entry  of  Poultry,  whether  members  of  the 
Society  or  not 

The  Railway  Companies  of  the  district,  it  is 
expected,  will  give  froe  transit  for  Stock  to  and 
from  the  Shdw,  and  carry  Implements  at  half 
ftkres.— By  order  of  the  Council, 

Hatthiw  Mamcadukb  Milbubm, 

Sowerby,  Think.  Secretary. 


Can  Poultry  be  made  a  Profitable 
Paranitl 

PART  II« 

Do  you  mean  to  breed  for  the  market? 
It  can  be  made  to  pay,  subject  to  the  con- 
ditions I  will  detail. 

There  are  three  markets  to  breed  for,— 
Home,  Local,  and  London. 

The  Home  market  is  that  where  a  higgler 
makes  it  his  business  to  call  once  a  fort- 
night, or  oftener,  as  need  may  be,  to  take 
all  young  fowls  as  soon  as  they  are  fit  for 
market.  This  is  the  least  troublesome, 
and  often  one  of  the  most  profitable 
methods  of  selling  poultry,  as  it  is  attended 
with  no  expense. 

The  local  market  is  where  fowls  are  taken 
to  some  neighbouring  town,  and  to  make 
this  profitable,  much  care  should  be  taken 
always  to  have  good  poultry.  Never  be 
induced  to  sell  old  or  bad  fowls  with  your 
young  and  good  ones,  if  you  intend  to  send 
regularly.  Many  a  dear  shilling  is  earned 
in  this  way.  There  exists  in  every  town 
a  class  of  valuable  customers  who  frequent 
the  market  to  make  purchases.  They 
have  often  plenty  of  money,  and  plenty  of 
leisure.  It  affords  them  amusement,  and 
they  become,  or  fancy  they  become,  iudges 
of  what  they  are  buying.  These  give  the 
best  prices ;  but  if  once  their  judgment  is  at 
fiiult^  and  instead  of  buying  two  tender, 
juicy  fowls  they  get  two  old  ones,  nothing 
will  ever  induce  them  to  purchase  of  t^e 
same  person  again.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
they  nnd  they  can  always  depend  on  the 
quality  of  what  they  buy,  they  wiU  never 
leave. 

For  such  a  market  as  this,  youth  is 
of  more  importance  than  fatness.  If  your 
fowls  arie  fresh,  clean,  and  young,  you  will 
always  have  a  good  sale. 

The  London  market,  like  the  fated 
gulf  of  old,  absorbs  everything.  The 
buyers  in  it  are  the  givers  of  the  best 
prices,  but  they  must  have  the  worth  of 
their  money.  .  In  all  market  transactions, 
it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind,  both  in  buying 
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and  selling,  that  money  is  only  exchanged 
against  its  real  value  in  some  other  com- 
modity. As  with  ten  shillings  you  can 
only  buy  ten  shillings'  worth,  so  a  fowl 
worth  only  three  will  never  sell  for  six. 
The  prices  quoted  at  Leadenhall  Market 
for  the  best  poultry  will  often  startle  by 
their  amount,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
these  large  sums  are  only  given  for  the 
best,  and  so  difficult  is  it,  that  the  buyers 
of  the  choicest  qualitv,  and  consequently, 
the  dearest  article,  always  stipulate  with 
the  salesman  that  they  shall  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  number  they  are  cheapening, 
but  shall  be  permitted  to  choose  from  other 
adjoining  lots  in  order  to  secure  the  value 
of  their  money.  It  is  very  seldom  a  prac- 
tised sender  can  supply  twelve  fowls  of 
equal  quality,  and  the  higglers,  whose  trade 
it  is  to  buy  large  numbers,  and  sort  them 
to  the  best  advantage,which  long  experience 
enables  them  to  do,  are  often  in  difficulty 
to  choose  perfect  lots.  We  are  thus  par- 
ticular, perhaps  a  little  tedious,  in  our  re- 
marks, because  if  any  of  our  readers  are 
disposed  to  believe  the  assertion  with  which 
we  set  out,  and  to  try  sending  to  the 
London  market,  we  would,  if  possible, 
spare  them  disappointment  by  detailing 
everything  connected  with  the  subject. 

Tne  most  profitable  time  for  selling 
poultry  in  London  is  from  the  middle  of 
March  till  the  end  of  June.  At  this  time 
of  the  year  it  can  only  be  termed  artificial, 
seeing  that  in  a  state  of  nature  it  would 
not  be  produced.  Its  consequent  scarcity 
justifies  and  explains  the  large  prices  it 
realizes.  But  ordinary  senders  will  not 
reach  the  highest  quotations ;  it  will  be  a 
work  of  time  to  do  that,  and  both  intimate 
knowledge  and  much  experience  will  be 
necessary.  It  can,  however,  be  acquired 
by  pains-taking. 

Having  then  young  poultry,  and  it 
should  not  exceed  from  f oiirteen  to  eighteen 
weeks  old,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  it 
fresh,  clean,  and  well  killeo.  As  was 
stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Irish  senders  (see 
**  Poultry  Chronicle,"  p.  14),  it  must  also 
be  fiuted.    Avoid  all  attempt  to  dress  or 


prepare  it  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
country  whence  it  is  sent ;  and  having 
simply  picked  it  clean,  send  it  to  any 
respectable  salesman  in  Leadenhall  Mar- 
ket, and  in  the  months  we  have  named  it 
will  make  a  large  price,  frequently  from 
fifty  to  sixty  shiiiings  the  dozen ;  and  this 
demand,  with  little  variation,  lasts  for 
the  period  we  have  mentioned.  When 
alteration  takes  place,  it  is  towards  the 
close  of  the  time ;  small  chickens  get  more 
plentiful  and  less  valuable,  but  largb  fowls 
^t  dearer.  During  this  period,  London 
IB,  we  think,  by  far  the  best  market  in 
England ;  but  in  the  autumn  it  is  not  sure 
that  the  country  does  not  offer  equal  ad- 
vantages with  the  metropolis.  J.  B. 


Chit-Chat. 

A  Fancy  Faib  will  be  held  at  Bath,  on 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  June,  for  "  Soldiers' 
Wives  and  Children,"  in  the  same  field  as 
the  Poultry  Exhibition  of  the  Bath  and 
West  of  England  A^cultund  Society. 
The  committee  of  ladies  engaged  in  pro- 
moting this  charitable  object  announce  that 
they  will  be  pleased  to  receive  donations  of 
work  at  26,  Gay-street,  Bath.  By  per- 
mission of  the  Hon.  Arthur  Upton,  the 
band  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  will  be  in 
attendance. 

The  Sale  at  Mr.  Stevens's,  on  Tues- 
day, April  4th,  was  a  little  disarranged  by 
the  non-arrival  of  a  number  of  birds  that 
were  expected  from  the  stock  of  Mr. 
Rawson.  The  Brahma  pullets,  from  Dr. 
Gwynne,  of  Sandbach,  sold  much  better 
than  the  cockerels.  The  prices  of  the 
pullets  ranged  from  £6.  6s.  to  £2. 10s., 
while  among  the  cockerels,  one  only  (as  far 
as  we  were  able  to  notice)  reached  a  guinea ; 
one,  a  verv  indifierent  little  bird,  certainly,  - 
6s., — ^the  lowest  sum,  we  fancy,  for  which 
a  Brahma  has  yet  been  sold.  A  very  small 
number  of  the  Cochins  reached  sums 
varying  from  one  to  two  pounds ;  some 
chickens,  clear  in  colour,  but  small,  were 
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very  cheap.    One  white  Dorking  hen  was 
sold  for  £1. 

A  West  Country  correspondent  writes, 
**  I  think,  Mr.  Editor,  some  of  your  numer- 
ous, readers  may  he  pleased  to  hear  that 
the  South  Devon,  Bristol  and  Exeter,  and 
Great  Western  Railways,  will  convey 
poultry  to  the  Bath  show  free.  Before 
concluding,  I  would  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  desirahilit^r  (if  I  may  so  term  it) 
of  poultry  committees  informing  exhibi- 
tors, whose  birds  have  obtained  prizes,  of 
thek  success  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
as  I  can  speak  for  myself  with  rei^ect 
to  the  above  remark,  having  last  autumn 
been  a  successful  exhibitor  at  some  of  our 
local  shows  ;  but  in  most  instances,  I  was 
not  informed  of  my  success  for  many  weeks 
— in  one  case  for  three  months  after  the 
show — which  has  proved  very  annoying." 


Ponltry  Fanciers. 

There  are  comparatively  few  indivi- 
duals who  would  accredit  the  attractive' 
and  ornamental  appearance  of  a  proper 
disposition  of  a  few  heads  of  fancy  poultry 
around  the  country  residence  of  a  retired 
tradesman  ;  and  I  feel  assured  the  turmoil 
of  town  business  over  for  the  day,  those 
whose  trade  occupations  harass  and  con- 
fuse the  mind  the  most  intensely,  will  find 
a  solace  and  recreation  in  observing  the 
habits  and  attending  to  the  wants  of  such 
birds,  if  well  selected  and  the  subjects  of 
proper  solicitude.  I  will  endeavour  to 
recall  two  or  three  instances  that  will 
forcibly  illustrate  my  subject. 

It  has  been  frequently  asserted  that 
game,  let  them  be  reared  how  they  may, 
can  never  be  depended  on,  and  that  the 
first  time  they  become  alarmed  they  will 
fly  away  altogether. 

There  ore  exceptions  to  this  rule.  I 
have  mysetf  seen  pheasants  that  would 
not  only  fly  on  to  the  window-seat  and  tap 
tilxe  glass  with  their  bills  to  obtain  admission 
to  ihB  room  daring  meals,  but  were  so 
<^anged4]i  charaeter,  tiiat  if  a  cat  or  dog 


gained  access  to  the  jHremises,  they  would 
literally  dash  at  him  and  drive  him  away* 

I  think  the  most  interesting  instance  of 
the  kind,  however,  related  to  some  tame 
partridges,  that  had  the  run  of  a  large 
walled  garden ;  some  eight  or  ten  were 
reared,  and  to  make  safety  still  more 
secure,  were  pinioned.  They  came  freely, 
though  when  I  saw  them  they  had  moulted 
to  adult  feather.  They  ate  from  their 
owner's  hand,  were  as  tame  as  possible, 
and  roosted  every  night  of  their  ownjree^ 
will  in  a  corner  of  the  brewhouse,  an 
arrangement  that  protected  l^hem  from 
marauding  cats,  which  were  frequently 
seen  scenting  their  footsteps  at  night.  At 
spring  the  males  became  very  pugnacious, 
and  they  were  all  parted  with  except  one 
pair  ;  these  laid,  hatched,  and  also  reared 
their  young  ones.  They  were  very  similar 
in  their  habits  to  bantams,  but  differed  in 
that  both  the  male  and  female  brooded 
their  little  ones.  Frequently  when  thus 
occupied,  they  would  allow  parties  to 
walk  close  by  them  without  any  apparent 
annoyance,  or  even  altering  their  position ; 
and  I  have  seen  the  covey  of  little  ones  all 
busily  engaged  picking  out  the  insects  from 
the  box-edgings,  and  permitting  persons  to 
pass  without  notice,  unless,  may  be,  they  at 
once  followed  to  ascertain^the  chances  of 
obtaining  provender. 

Their  end,  like  that  of  most  pets,  was 
a  very  unsatisfactory  cme.  The  maid- 
servant, whose  duty  it  was  to  see  them 
always  safely  housed,  stated  that  *'  she  had 
done  so;"  but  the  words  were  scarcely 
uttered,  when  a  large  grey  eat  niras  seen 
bearing  away  one  of  the  old  ones  over  the 
adjacent  buildings.  This  proved  to  be  the 
hen-bird.  One  of  the  children,  who  wit- 
nessed the  whole  affiur,  states,  the  brew- 
house  door  being  closed,  all  were  standing 
in  a  group  awaiting  their  accustomed  ad- 
mission, when  suddenly  the  cat  sprung 
down  from  the  roof  and  seized  tlie  old  one, 
which,  in  spite  of  his  noisy  outcries,  die 
succeeded  in  carrying  off. 

From  that  hour  the  remainder  would 
never  be   enticed,  either   by  hunger  or 
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diiymgy  to  come  near  the  scene  of  their 
former  disaster;  and  thoneh  for  a  few 
eyenings  they  were  really  nunted  down 
and  carried  to  their  old  roosting-quarters, 
the  trouble  of  so  doing  seemed  nightly  to 
increase,  for  they  became  so  alarmed  that 
they  hid  themselves  as  best  they  could.  A 
short  time  afterwards,  ^€Ul  had  fallen  a 

Erey  to  the  cats  ;"  still,  however,  proving 
ow  really  domestic  they  may  be  reared 
with  attention. 

Grame  birds,  however,  I  think  by  no 
means  so  interestiuj^  as  some  of  the  more 
beautiful  and  choice  kinds  of  poultry ; 
which,  if  indisposed  from  any  cause,  can 
be  more  readily  handled,  and  proper 
remedies  can  be  administered.  S^l,  as 
many  parties  feel  greater  pleasure  in 
domesticated  game,  I  will  veiy  briefly 
mention  a  case  in  which  some  eight  or 
nine  common  English  pheasants  walked 
hstksriy  about  the  street,  and  passed  care- 
lessly to  and  fro  along  an  entry  into  the 
court  in  which  they  had  been  reared. 
They  were  in  very  creditable  plumi^e, 
frequently  (dnring  the  season)  laid,  bnt 
though  kept  thus  for  many  years,  never 
once  attempted  to  sit. 

These  pheasants  would  KteraUy  con- 
gregate arc^und  the  huckster's  cart,  when 
he  was  unloading  in  the  street,  taking  a 
very  epeedj  possession  of  any  green-food 
that  happened  to  drop.  Wmle  thus  en- 
gaged, a  terrier  that  was  passing  seized 
hold  of  one  of  the  cocks,  snook,  worried, 
and  killedj  it.  Next  dav,  however,  these 
birds  came  again  but  little  daunted  by 
their  misadventure,  and  remained  the  pets 
of  all  the  surrounding  neighbours,  until  at 
the  death  of  the  person  who  raised  them, 
one  of  his  executors  sold  them  to  a  party 
at  a  dktanee,  and  though  triple  the  amount 
thus  paid  was  immediately  raised  by  a 
general  subscription,  they  were,  amid  loud 
and  deep  murmitrs,  taken  away.  At  their 
new  home  they  became  as  wild  as  before- 
time  they  were  domestic,  proving  their 
singnlar  dislike  to  strange  places. 

i  have  known  many  keep  the  red-legged 
(or  as  they  are  commonly  called)    the 


French  partri<kes,  running  loose  in  a 
yard.  They  wiU,  thus  treated,  lay  very 
freely  and  become  quite  domestic^  but  are 
sadly  prone  to  fight  among  themselves. 
This  disposition  once  saved  the  writer  a 
valuable  bird,  for,  having  accidentally 
escaped  from  an  aviary  whUst  cleaning,  it 
at  once  b^;an  of  Us  oum  aeeard  to  fi^t  a 
common  cock  at  least  six  times  its  own 
weight,  and  was  when  so  doing  adroitly 
secured  and  sent  to  its  old  quarters. 

One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  in  rearing 
game  about  premises  in  a  truly  domestic 
state  is  the  intrusion  of  strange  dogs ;  if 
perfectly  entire  and  walled  in,  they  may 
certainly  be  kept  with  a  good  deal  of  satis- 
faction, though  they  will  render  but  little 
profit  or  advantage.  £•  C. 


%\t  ilritor's  f ttter-lH. 


NOTSS  AND  aUBRISS. 

Sir, — ^I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
giving  space  to  my  inquiries  respecting 
Andalusian  fowls,  and  I  am  in  hopes  more 
light  ma^  be  thrown  on  the  subject  by  the 
observations  and  experience  of  others. 

This  only  will  I  say,  that  I  feel  con- 
fident I  could  breed,  in  the  manner  I 
described,  a  pen  of  birds,  which,  if  they 
did  not  take  a  prize,  would  ^  least  deceive 
the  keenest  judge.  And  now  will  you  let 
me  record  a  few  crotchets  and  whims  of  my 
own?  First,  as  regards  poultry  shows^ 
whose  ^'  season"  will  soon  again  commence! 
Others  have  so  ably  treated  on  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  the  birds  back  immediately 
after  the  close,  that  I  will  but  give  ex- 
amples of  the  S3rstem  to  be  followed,  and 
of  that  to  be  avmded.  I  am  190  miles 
distant  from  Birmingham,  and  yet,  the 
show  closing  on  Friday,!  recaved  ray  birds, 
to  my  great  delight,  on  Sunday  morning. 
Now  mark  the  contrast.  I  am  only  85 
miles  from  Baker-street,  where  the  show 
tdso  closed  on  a  Friday ;  yet  from  here 
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J  did  not  receive  my  birds  till  Tuesday 
morning,  after  an  absence  of  ten  clear 
dayel  Ajid  this  leads  me  to  another  point. 
I  would  suggest  to  the  various  committees, 
that  all  the  pens  of  white  fowls  should 
have  satffdust  and  not  red  sand.  I  can 
assure  you,  that  from  the  last  show  my 
white  fowls  arrived  in  so  filthy  a  condition 
(and  they  were  the  same  while  at  the 
show),  tliat  as  a  stranger  I  would  not  have 
given  as  many  shillings  as  I  valued  them 
at  pounds.  This  would  not  cause,  I  think, 
either  much  trouble  or  expense,  and  it 
being  quite  impossible  to  keep  the  pens 
thorougnly  dry  and  free  from  dirt,  no 
extra  ingredients  for  the  latter  should  be 
provided,  as  exhibitors  have  a  right  to  call 
for  attention  to  the  appearance  of  their 
birds,  particularly  after  the  anxious  care, 
the  soap  and  water,  and  even  the  dryings 
before  the  drawing  room  fire,  which  have 
been  often  bestowed  on  the  "  pets  ! "  Last 
year  three  cocks  of  mine  came  home  de- 
nuded of  their  long  tail  feathers,  and  I 
have  heard  it  whispered  (it  is  fortunate 
I  write  anonymously!)  that  fair  ladies  are 
act^essories  after  the  fact !  But  seriously, 
I  have  been  told  that  rascally  attendants 
will  offcen  pull  them  out  to  sell  to  shops 
for  ladies'  bonnets.  ^'Can  such  things 
be  ?'*    Anyhow,  it  should  be  seen  to. 

A.  B.  sends  some  pets  to  a  show  50 
miles  off,  and  cannot  attend  himself.  He 
must  wait  a  week,  perhaps,  before  you 
will  tell  him  if  he  has  been  successful. 
Would  it  be  asking  too  much,  that  when 
prize  and  commended  birds  are  being  sent 
ofi^,  the  cards  from  their  pens  should  be 
slipped  into  their  basket?  [Attached  to 
their  baskets  would  be  better ;  the  fowls 
would  destroy  them  if  they  were  put  in. — 
Ed.J  It  would,  at  least,  give  great  satis- 
faction to  many  an  anxious  *' maniac." 
One  word  more,  and  I  have  done, — Dear 
friends  who  correspond  about  fowls,  will  you 
write  your  addresses  plainly  ?  I  may  be  a 
blunderer,  I  will  not  say  you  nay  ;  but  I 
have  been  obliged  to  cut  off  the  address 
and  paste  it  on  an  envelope,  from  sheer 
inability  to  decipher  it !    How  to  apolo- 


gize for  my  prolixity,  Mr.  Editor,  I  know 
not ;  but>  throwing  myself  on  your  gene- 
rosity, I  am  yours  most  truly, 

F.  B. 


SOFT  FOOD  AMD  COCHINS. 

Mb.Editor, — ^I  beg  to  record  my  vote  by 
the  side  of  "E.  H.'s,'  in  favour  of  feeding 
fowls  at  shows  on  soft  food  in  preference 
to  hard  com.  "  Alector,"  (page  103)  says 
that  he  has  always  found  soft  food 
causes  a  great  deal  of  the  sand  or  sawdust^ 
with  which  the  pens  are  strewed,  to  be 
swallowed  by  the  birds.  Now  I  think 
your  readers  will  agree  with  me,  that  saw- 
dust is  the  worst  thing  you  can  put  in  a 
pen];  if  dry,  it  causes  the  birds  to  sneeze, 
and  if  damp,  it  generally  has  a  resinous 
smell,  neither  pleasant  nor  wholesome. 
We  all  know  that  when  at  liberty,  fowls 
constantly  pick  up  little  pieces  of  gravel 
and  stones  to  assist,  what  Mr.  Winefield 
aptly  calls  the  *'  Mill-like  motion  of  the 
gizard,"  and  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the 
fragments  of  gravel  or  sand  {noi  sawdugt), 
swallowed  by  the  birds  with  their  food  at 
the  shows,  would  have  the  same  beneficial  | , 
effect.  I  do  not  think,  as  far  as  my  ex-  :  i 
perience  goes,  that  bruised  com  is  so  good  '  I 
for  fowls  as  meal ;  as  often,  in  bruising,  | 
some  of  the  flour  of  the  com  is  lost.  I  cor-  1 1 
dially  agree  with  "Alector"  when  he  says, 
**  Let  the  birds  have  plenty  of  green  food  I  i 
daUy."  1 1 

\<^hen  giving  prizes  to  Cochin  fowls,  I  ] 
think  it  should  be  bom  in  mind,  that  the  ; : 
premiums  are  intended  for  the  birds  that  > ; 
approach  nearest  to  the  standard  of  per-  | ' 
fection  for  Cochins  as  received  in  England, 
and  not  for  those  that  possess  qualities 
which  are  not  characteristics  of  the  breed, 
and  I  do  not  think  any  one  will  call  a  full 
breast  a  point  of  a  good  Cochin,  although, 
for  utility's  sake,  it  may  be  desirable.    If 
the  Cochin  is  to  be  made  a  table  bird,  it 
must  be  done  by  a  cross^  and  to  get  birds 
possessing  the  required  qualities  for  the 
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spit  (as  we  have  ihem  in  the 
let  prizes  also  be  awarded  the  birds  nvil 
the  fullest  breasts,  but  not  as  the  best 
Cochins  on  that  account.  Cymon. 


PURCHASED  EGGS. 

Your  correspondent  "  Zenas,"  in  your 
last  publication,  seems  to  give  a  very 
sweeping  condemnation  to  the  necessitous 
practice  of  purchasing  eggs,  and  I  feel  the 
public  ought  not  to  be  deceiyed  in  a  matter 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  general  dis- 
tribution of  first-rate  poultry.  I  have  ray- 
self  purchased  and  exchanged  eggs,  many 
of  which  have  not  hatched,  and  in  one 
case,  the  whole  sitting  failed ;  but  I  am 
confident  these  failures  did  not  result  from 
any  wish  to  impose.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  very  early  eggs,  set  even  at  home 
with  the  greatest  care  and  attention,  cannot 
always  be  relied  on,  ■  and  casualties  are 
more  likely  to  arise  when  transmitted  by 
railway  or  other  conveyance.  Every 
amateur  can  vouch  for  this,  who  bred  to 
any  extent  at  the  commencement  of  1853, 
wmch,  to  a  great  degree,  may  be  attributed 
to  the  inclemency  of  that  season  ;  but  ray 
experience  of  the  present  year  has  been 
much  more  favourable 

It  is  my  invariable  rule  to  replace 
eggs  (without  extra  charge)  supplied  to 
amateur  purchasers,  and  which  have 
proved  at  the  period  of  hatching  to  have 
been  addled,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
this  plan  is  most  likely  to  prevent  any 
deception  on  the  part  of  venaors,  such  as 
your  correspondent  <'Zenas"  complains  of. 

I  have  no  reason  to  regret  having  adopted 
this  course,  for  on  referring  to  my  boolk  of 
this  season,  showing  upwaids  of  one  thou- 
sand eggs  despatched,  I  have  not  had,  as 
yet,  to  replace  a  tenth  cfthat  mmber.^ 

As  honesty  of  purpose  requires  no 
anonymous  signature,  I  beg  to  subscribe 
myself  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Faiblie. 

Cheveley  Park,  Newmarket, 
3rd  April,  1854. 


BOUGHT  EGGS. 


Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  Zenas,"  is 
not,  I  fear,  the  only  person  who  has  been 
victimized  in  the  purchase  of  eggs,  and 
unless  a  greater  amount  of  discretion  is  ob- 
served, similar  complaints  will  frequently 
be  made.  As  regards  the  impurity  of  the 
brood  hatched,  I  imagine  an  account  of  it 
may  be  taken  in  this  way.  Some  person 
is  very  anxious  to  raise  poultry,  and  torget- 
ful  of  his  want  of  space,  he  crams  three ' 
or  four  descriptions  of  fowls  into  a 
back  yard,  or  garden,  where  there  is 
not  sufficient  room  for  one;  he  divides 
them  as  well  as  he  can,  and  that  is 
in  a  very  imperfect  way.  Hence  arise 
feathered-legged  Spanish,  and  rose-combed 
Cochins,  &c.  Unless  in  cases  where  the 
purchaser  is  satisfied  that  the  advertiser 
18  possessed  of  ample  and  secure  accommo- 
dation for  the  different  sorts,  the  eggs  of 
which  he  offers  to  the  public,  I  should  be 
disposed  to  confine  my  transactions  to  those 
who  possess  only  one  description  of  fowl, 
as,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  those 
persons  are  real  amateurs,  and  whaZ  they 
do,  they  do  well.  With  reference  to  those 
parties  who  treat  the  public  to  ''the 
greatest  rubbish  they  can  find,"  I  have 
only  to  express  my  pity  that  the  "  fancy" 
should  fall  into  such  hands,  and  my  un- 
qualified disgust  at  their  proceedings. — 
Yours,  most  respectfully,  H.  W. 


ON  PQBf  BASED  EGGS. 

Mr.  Editor, — Having  read  the  letter  of 
"  Zenas  "  on  the  subject  of  "  Bought  eggs," 
and  being  struck  with  the  remarkable  co- 
incidence between  his  experience  and  mine 
in  that  line,  until  lately  ;  if  you  can  afford 
me  a  comer  for  my  remarks,  they  may 
convey  a  hint  useful  to  future  purchasers 
of  eggs. 

Last  year,  I  purchased  one  sitting  of 
white,  and  three  of  were-to-have-been  buff 
Cochin  eggs,  at  a  cost  of  about  £7,  carriage 
included  ;  the  produce  of  which  was— not 
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one  white  chick,  or  any  chick  whatever, 
from  the  white  eggs,  and  one  buff  and 
three  partridge-feathered  from  the  buff 
ones.  The  buff  chick  turned  out  a  decent 
bird,  worth  about  £1 — ^it  was  so  small, 
though  beautifully  plumaged  and  shaped. 
This  was  paying  dearly  •*  for,  a  whistle," 
thought  I,  not  to  mention  the  disappoint- 
m^it.  However,  I  said  to  myself,  '*No 
more  bought  eggs  for  me.  I  will  not  be 
taken  in  twice.''  I  did  not  conclude  with 
**  Zenas,*^  that  *'  rascality  **  was  a  term  ap- 
plicable to  egg-sellers ;  but  that  travelled 
eggs,  trusted  to  the  tender  mercies  of  rail- 
way porters,  were  likely  to  be  unproduc- 
tive, and  on  them  I  fathered  the  cause  of 
my  disappointments ;  but  a  little  more 
experience  induces  me  to  believe  *'  Zenas  " 
is  nearer  the  truth  than  I  was.  This  year, 
I,  like  him,  became  infected  with  the 
Brahma  mania,  and  being  disappointed  in 
a  pair  of  birds  I  purchased  at  a  long  price, 
my  former  resolutions  vanished  into  thin 
air,  and  I  became  an  egg-buyer  once  more. 
I  bought  a  dozen  of  a  person  I  know  to 
be  a  gentleman,  and  a  dozen  and  a  half 
of  a  stranger — a  vaunting  advertiser.  Both 
batches  reached  me  on  the  same  day.  I 
had  three  hens  ready  to  sit  then,  and 
they  were  set  the  same  day,  each  hen  having 
ten  ^gs  A-piece,  and  an  equal  number  of 
eggs  from  each  batch,  viz.,  four  from  one, 
and  six  from  the  other.  Now  mark  the 
issue.  Each  egg  of  Uie  gentleman  con- 
tained a  chick,  and  I  had  eight  living ; 
the  hen  set  her  foot  upon  one,  and  killed 
it,  so  that  I  have  only  seven  left.  From  the 
stranger's  (eggs  I  had  four»  chicks,  one  ap- 
parently a  go€Mi  one,  the  other  three  have  not 
a  feather  on  their  legs  ;  fourteen  of  his  eggs 
were  decidedly  rotten,  two  of  them  ex- 
ploded like  pistols  before  the  process  of 
mcubation  of  the  sound  ones  was  com- 
pleted. I  may  add,  the  twelve  eggs  travelled 
across  the  countrv  double  the  £stance  the 
eighteen  travelled  in  a  direct  line.  The 
lesson  I  learn  from  this  is^  never  to  buy 
eggs  fr4Mn  persons  I  know  no  more  of  than 
what  appears  in  advertbements ;  to  be 
especially  on  my,  guard  against  those  whose 


naiaeB  ax»  uakBOwn,  and  who  have  to 
make  use  of  the  namfis  of  ^others  to  xecom- 
mend  Uieir  trash  to  public  notice  ;  lor  I  aoa 
quite  satisfied  there  is  rascality  practised 
by  many  egg-sellers. — I  remain,  sir,  yours, 
&c.  Faibplay. 

P.  S. — I  may  mention  that,  about  six 
weeks  ago,  I  went,  in  consequence  of  an 
advertisement,  sixty  miks  to  endeavonr  to 
purchase  two  or  three  fowls.  Arrived  at 
my  destination,  I  was  shown  into  a  yard 
where  there  were  buff  and  white  Cochim, 
black  Spaai^  uid  Hambiurgs,  cocks  and 
hens  aad  pullets,  all  mxuiiBg  tog^er  in 
wild  confusion,  and  yet  the  owner  was 
advertising  both  fowls  and  eggs  for  sale 
weekly.  I  have  reason,  however,  for 
tJiinking  the  owner  did  not  know  he  was 
imposing  on  the  public,  for  on  my  saying, 
'^  Well,  these  hens  and  pullets  are  mined, 
for  this  season  at  least ;"  ihe  answer  was, 
^'Ohi  no,  sir;  the  h^  are  not  put  to 
yet."  Of  course,  I  did  not  make  a  pur- 
chase there.  In  idl  Bxuh  cases,  wheron 
the  '*Auri  sacra  famai''  supersedes  all 
respect  for  character  and  Jumesty,  a  pur- 
chaser must  be  impoaed  upon ;  therefore 
''  Oaeeat  eo^orJ' 


THOSE  BBABMAS  !  ! 

Sib, — ^I  am  a  quiet  bird,  and  of  easy 
temper,  but  really,  reading  the  letters  in 
your  journal  from  the  lovers  of  ^Brahmas" 
as  they  are  called,  will  make  even  a  Cochin 
angry, — "  Compansons  are  odious."  Now, 
these  gentlemeu,  and  particularly  one 
Mr.  Jones,  not  satisfied  with  singing  the 
praises  of  ^eir  favourites,  are  always  con- 
trasting them  with  my  brethren  and  find- 
ing f  amt  with  us. 

My  master  (who,  I  can  tell  you,  has 
quite  as  good  an  opinion  of  me  as  I  have 
of  myself)  has  placed  my  wives  and  myself 
in  a  pen  between  two  sets  of  Brahmas ;  on 
one  side  is  a  fellow  with  a  pea  comb,  on 
the  other,  a  gentleman  with  a  single  comb 
like  my  own.  The  latter  I  immediately 
made  friends  with,  as  I  knew  from  his 
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general  a|»peaiaiiGe  (althouffh  he  has  the 
miafortane  not  fto  have  my  goideii  phtmage) 
that  he  was  a  brother,  and  what  Mr.  Jones 
would  call  his  ^'  hoarse,  sepulchral,  pro- 
longed ]X)ar,"  is  idem  sanana  with  my  own. 
But  I  lo<^  npon  the  pea-combed  indivi- 
dual as  ain  undoubted  imposter,  a  sort  of 
horse  marine*  I  can  see  a  toudii  of  the 
i  Malay  pirate  in  him;  he  never  looks 
'  atraiglitforward  at  one,  but  turns  his  head 
over  Bis  shoulder  just  as  I  have  seen  those 
rascals  do  at  the  exhibitions. 

My  pea-combed  neighbour  has  just  the 
kind  of  voice  Mr.  Jones  talks  of;  it  is 
certainly  shrill  and  Inusk,  but  I  say,  if  he 
admires  such  noise,  he  has  no  ear  for 
music 

My  chief  object  In  writing  is,  to  say  I 
claiiatbe  straight-combed  so-called  Brahma 
Pootras  as  brethren  in  the  fame  way  as  I 
do  the  black  and  the  white  Cochins,  and 
any  glory  they  may  get  are  only  family 
honousrs,  and  I  am  entitled  to  share  in 
them.  But  the  pea-combed  fellows  I  con- 
sider only  mongrels^  and  those  who  are 
trying  to  persuade  the  public  otherwise, 
are  coming  the  thimble-rig  in  a  new  way. 
— ^Yonrs,  Buff  Cochin. 

IAb  y  oa  do  not  appear  to  be  a  bird  of 
sufficient  merit  to  have  received  a  name^ 
you  must  really  (in  strict  confidence)  en- 
close ns  your  master's  card,  and  we  shall 
consider  that  qaite  a  guarantee  for  the 
esoelient  character  which  you  give  your- 
self. If  you  are  an  imported  bird,  pray 
tell  us  whether  you  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  seeing  Brahmas  in  China;  for  such 
information  from  ^ne  who  has  been  in  the 
country  would  be  satisfactory  to  many  an 
anxious  British  amateur.  If  you  are  of 
the  same  family  as  the  Bralunas,  pray  tell 
us,  Mr.  B.  C,  why  you  dilBfer  so  much 
from  them  in  one  point, — ^their  chickens, 
as  far  as  our  experience  goes,  follow  the 
parents  in  colour,  while  those  from  you 
and  your  wives  will  vary,  however  care- 
fully bred.  One  word  about  the  pea-comb 
and  we  have  done.  It  is  such  a  distinctive 
point,  that  if  it  does  not  belong  to  the 
Brahmas,  where  did  they  get  it?    It  is 


not  Malay-like,  i^nd  in  this,  as  in  colour,  we 
find  the  chickens  follow  the  parent  to  a 
certainty.  Pea-combed  parents  produce 
pea-Qombed  chicks,  and  with  one  {>ea- 
combed  parent  only,  the  pea-combed  chicks 
will  be  more  in  number  than  those  with 
dngle  comb.  Pray  watch  your  neigh- 
bours' chickenp,  for  these  interloping 
strangers  ought  to  be  well  watched;  tefi 
us  if  we  are  not  right,  and  oblige  a  firm 
&iend  to  the  Cochiiu, — The  £d.] 


NOTES  ON  FAST  NUBCBBKS, — COtlHnued. 

The  *'  variation  in  ehickeng*  food,"  at 
p.  62,  is  good.  Here  is  another.  Beat  up  a 
raw  egg  well,  and  very  gradually  mix 
with  it  as  much  meal  of  any  kind  as  it 
will  absorb ;  I  consider  buckwheat  meal 
the  best,  which  may  be  occasionally 
dtanged  for  some  other.  When  thoroughly 
iucorporated,  place  the  mixture  in  a  soup- 
plate  over  a  boiling  saucepan  for  a  few 
minutes,  so  as  to  ««{  the  materials,  as  a 
niason  would  say,  and  the  nesult  will  be  a 
coaa»e  omelet,  wmch  the  chicks  will  think 
yery  fine  if  given  to  them  well  chopped  up. 
An  addition  of  Tarious  kinds  of  garden- 
stuff  shredded  up  small  will  cause  a  further 
change  of  diet.  The  omelet,  before  being 
cooked,  should  be  soihewhere  about  tiie 
consistency  of  paste.  It  has  sometimes 
occurred  to  me,  that  the  same  materials 
mixed  in  different  proportions  might  be 
given  in  a  raw  state,  with  the  hdlp  of  a 
drug&ist's  pill-making  macMne  of  the 
smallest  calibre.  Pellets  so  composed,  and 
of  the  size  of  an  ant's  egg,  nught  be  no 
inefficient  substitute  for  that  essential  to  a 
young  pheasant's  prosperity^ 

"  W.  W.,'*  p.  67,  says  "  *hat  a  genuine 
honorary  secretary  of  a  poultry  show  is  as 
rare  as  a  Brahma  Pootra."  Not  quite, 
say  ly  for  I  have  known  at  least  one  speci- 
men of  the  former  genus,  but  have  not  yet 
seen  or  even  heard  of  a  single  bird  im- 
ported into  tills  country  from  the  banks  of 
the  aforesfiud  stream,  the  very  existence  of 
which  I  begin  to  question.    I  do  not  profess 
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to  be  learned  in  Indian  geography,  bnt 
whilst  I  cannot  recall  to  mind  any  riyer 
named  Brahma  Pootra,  I  do  think  that  I 
have  met  with  one  known  as  Burrapooter. 
Is  one  the  Yankee  corruption  of  the  other? 

Again,  I  would  ask  in  wliat  part  of 
British  India  is  a  named  river  to  be  found 
flowing  through  a  country  sufficiently 
cold  to  produce  birds  that  shall  be  hardy 
enough  to  treat  our  winters  with  indiffer- 
ence. Had  the  origin  of  this  breed  been 
deduced  from  the  Himalaya  mountains  or 
Mahabuleshwar  hills,  their  claims  to  hardi- 
ness could  be  as  readily  understood  by  me 
as  if  they  sprang  from  regions  bordering 
on  the  midson  or  St.  Lawrence. 

Once  more,  and  I  have  done  with  my 
doubts  upon  the  subject.  At  p.  114,  we  find 
that  the  Americans  themselves  (as  in  the 
case  of  the  Aztec  children,  last  year)  are 
either  unwilling  or  unable  to  give  a  clear 
account  of  the  introduction  of  these  birds 
into  that  country.  "A  single  pair  was 
brought  by  accident  to  America  oy  some 
sailors  in  the  Indian  ships,"  who,  of  course, 
did  not  go  very  far  up  the  country.  These 
anonymous  sailors  sold  them  to  a  person 
whose  name  "does  not  transpire"  (how 
like  the  Aztec  dodge),  from  whom  they 
came  into  the  possession  of  a  "  New  York 
mechanic  named  Chamberlain,"  who 
started  them  into  notoriety,  if  not  exist- 
ence. 

Now  I  do  not  mean  to  question  the 
merits  of  these  birds,  but  tlieir  origin  and 
their  claims  to  be  considered  a  distinct 
variety.  That  a  new  breed  may  be 
created  by  care,  and  perseverance,  and 
time.  Sir  J.  Sebright  has  proved  ;  but  he 
never  attempted  to  deceive  the  public  by 
the  assertion  that  his  bantams  came  from 
the  Sandwich  islands  or  Timbuctoo.  For 
my  part,  I  am  quite  convinced  that  I 
could  create  a  new  variety  myself,  and 
could  I  hope  to  make  them  acceptable 
to  the  poultry  fancy  without  the  aid  of 
fiction,  I  would  lose  no  time  in  carrying 
out  the  scheme.  As  it  is,  I  have  a  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  having  read  (not  long 
before  the  announcement  of  the  Brahma 


Pootra  discovery)  of  some  American  prize 
fowls,  which  were  at  the  time  stated  to  be 
bred  somewhat  as  follows,  viz.,  ei^ht- 
sixteenths  Cochin  China,  six  ditto  Dorking, 
and  two  ditto  Malay.  I  thought  then  that 
it  was  an  odd  way  of  doing  uiings,  and  I 
have  since  wondered  whether  these  very 
prize  birds  might  not  be  ance^rs  of  the 
Brahma  Pootras.  As  I  have  observed  in 
a  previous  number,  the  question  is  easily 
solved.  After  having  discovered  the  where- 
abouts of  this  river,  which  I  suspect  to  be 
a  second  "fabulosus  Hydaspes"  (and  if 
accessible  to  American  sailors,  it  must  be 
doubly  so  to  English),  let  one  solitary 
pair  be  procured  and  brought  home, — 

When  they  arrive  on  England's  shores^ 
May  I  be  there  to  see. 

Aleotor. 

P.S. — I  have  never  heard  of  any  other 
imported  birds,  beyond  the  pair  originally 
introduced  into  America.  How  has  the 
want  of  fresh  blood  been  supplied,  and 
how  must  we  account  for  the*  numerous 
variations  in  the  plumage,  &c.,  of  the 
specimens  we  possess  ?  The  first  pair  that 
I  ever  saw  were  strongly  marked  with  a 
red  brown,  like  a  Malay,  and  yet  they  were 
reared  from  imported  birds  by  one  of  our 
leading  amateurs. 


HENS  EATINO  THEIR  EGGS. 

Sir, — ^In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
'^  A.  B.  C,"  as  cure  for  hens  eating  eggs, 
the  most  successful  is  placing  eggs  in  the 
nest,  three  or  four,  made  of  glass,  either 
opal  or  alabaster  colour,  the  latter  preferred, 
being  a  good  imitation.  They  peck  until 
they  consider  it  useless  trying  them.  Price 
I  gave,  4s.  per  dozen. — lours,  truly, 

D.  E.  F. 


Poultry  Karket,  LeadenhalL 

The  scarcity  of  Kood  poultry  continueSs  and 
the  price  consequently  angments.  Friday's  mar- 
ket Iwas  almost  unparalleled^  as  it  is  hardly  a 
figure  of  speech  to  say  there  was  nothing  for 
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Such  of  our  readers  as  now  have  really  young 
and  good  poultry  for  sale,  cannot  do  better  than 
send  it  up.  They  will  not  realize  the  prices  given 
bebw  ;  out  they  cannot  fail  to  have  returns  that 
will  gire  them  the  highest  satisfaction.^  It  should 
be  tent  to  LeadenhaU  market. 


Fowls   ..     . 

.     . .     58.  6d.  to  7s.  Od.  each 

Chickens 

.     ..     48.  3d.  to  58.  Od.    „ 

Geese    .. 

.     ..     88.  0d.to88.  6d.    „ 

Ducklings    . 

.     ..     78.  0d.to78.  6d.    ,, 

Pigeons 
Rabbits 

.     ..     Os.  10d.tols.0d.    „ 
.     ..    Is.  6d. 

Guinea  Fowl 

ta     ..     3s.  6d.  to4s.  Od.    „ 

PioTors'  eggs  in  the  bulk,  38.  6d.  to  48. 


f 0  C0rm$jimMs. 

ToE.E.,  Leeds, — We  are  much  obliged  by 
our  correspondent's  kindness  in  sending  an  early 
impression  of  the  Schedule  of  the  Ripon  meeting, 
and  also  for  the  other  information  contained  in 
his  note. 

To  Aleetor, — Our  correspondent,  "  Edward," 
writes,  "I  cheerfully  accede  to  'Alector's' 
wish,  and  allow  my  name  to  be  given  at  once.  I 
am  always  most  punctiliously  careful  as  to  the 
ezactitnde  of  any  anecdotal  matter  I  forward  to 
the  'Poultry Chronicle.'" 

G,  S.t  Queerutown,  Ireland.^We  shall  be 
much  obliged  if  G.  S.  will  send  us  a  more  exact 
address,  for  as  his  letter  has  been  returned,  we 
fear  he  does  not  receive  his  numbers. 

Hemricui.—Aa  the  colour  of  Dorkings  is  not 
specified  in  the  schedule  of  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural Society's  meeting,  no  doubt  either  white  or 
coloured  may  be  shown  in  the  class,  care  being 
taken,  for  that  as  for  other  shows,  to  let  the 
birds  in  a  pen  match  well.  The  classes  are 
"  Dorking  fowls,"  without  specifying  colour  (see 
extracts  from  the  schedule,  *'  Poultry  Chronicle," 
p.  93).  Especial  weight  is  given  to  us^fidneti 
Dy  this  society.  Our  correspondent  wishes  to 
know  if  any  of  our  friends  '*  can  inform  him  if 
theore  is  any  way  by  which  white  fowls  can  be 
i  cleaned  without  damage  to  the  feathers,  or 
danger  to  the  fowls."  We  know  that  some  ama- 
teurs wash  their  fowls,  but  we  think  a  good  run 
in  grass  much  better.  No  doubt  some  of  our 
correspondents  will  favour  us  with  their  experi- 
ence and  opinion.  We  are  much  obliged  to 
"  Henricus,  both  for  his  good  wbhes  and  flat- 
tering opinion. 

F.  B.  will  be  much  obliged  to  any  person  who 
can  mention  a  cure  for  gapes.  He  writes,  "  it  is 
very  mudi  about  here,  and  I  should  like  to  be 
foreanned,  in  case  my  chickens  are  attacked." 


To  F.  B.—We  are  much  obliged  to  F.  B.  for 
his  communication,  which,  however,  was  no 
secret  to  us  previously. 

TV.  TV,  on  Bvahmas,  and  A.  J,  H.  on  the 
black  Spanish  fowl,  next  week. 

A.  J,  H,  inquires  "  the  best  plan  of  cooping  a 
hen  and  chicks  in  a  meadow  to  which  the  farm- 
yard fowls  have  free  access,  so  that  the  chicks 
may  have  a  run,  and  be  fed  separately  from  the 
other  fowls.  Should  the  hen  range  freely  in  the 
enclosure  for  the  chickens,  or  be  coopcMl  in  the 
usual  way  ? "  If  the  chickens'  enclosure  is  small, 
the  hen  may  be  at  liberty ;  but  if  she  has  too 
much  license,  she  will  tire  out  the  chicks  by  con- 
tinually wandering  about.  Some  of  the  best 
breeders  in  the  country  coop  the  hen  in  a  box- 
coop,  with  open  bars  in  front,  which  must  never 
remain  on  the  same  spot  long  enough  for  the 
earth  to  get  foul.  Where  the  chickens  run  in  a 
meadow  with  the  old  fowls,  a  large  coop,  to 
which  the  chicks  may  resort  and  feed  when  they 
like,  has  been  found  useful.  The  bars  should  be 
so  far  apart  as  to  admit  the  chickens  ;  but  keep 
out  (he  old  fowls,  and  the  coop  should  be  very 
large t  so  that  the  old  fowls  (who  will  be  jealous 
of  the  chickens'  privileges)  cannot  reach  and 
peck  them  while  they  feed.     Perhaps  it  is  as 

good  a  plan  as  any  to  coop  the  hen  for  part  of 
iie  day,  and  give  her  her  liberty  for  we  re- 
mainder. 

To  A.  A— "  C.  JX"  wishes  to  know  if  "A.B." 
has  treated  his  rats  with  coal  tar.  "  Give  them  a 
dose  of  hot  tar  down  the  hole  every  time  they 
make  a  fresh  one :  keep  it  up— give  the  rascals 
no  peace  of  their  lives  for  the  tar,  and  in  time 
they  wiU  get  sick  of  the  continued  warfisie." 

To  A  Buff  CocAm.— If  "A  Buff  Cochin" 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  his  two  next- 
door  neighbours  for  an  entire  season,  will  he 
kindly  inform  "  An  anxious  Brooder  "  whether 
Brahma  cocks  are  as  kind  to  the  chickens  as  the 
Cochin  China  cocks  are  ?  and  whether  it  would 
be  safe  to  let  the  broods  of  young  Brahmas  run 
witii  the  parent  birds. 

To  Game  Cock, — ^We  are  exceedingly  obliged 
for  the  letter,  and  the  information  contained  in 
it.  Early  information  relating  to  the  poultry 
shows  is  at  all  times  very  valuable. 

Amicus  Gain's  request  for  information  as  to 
"  the  most  approved  plan  for  making  a  turkey 
coop  "  came  to  hand  only  just  in  time  to  allow 
of  our  placing  it  before  our  readers.  It  will  be 
answered  next  week. 

JD.  B.—We  shall  be  much  pleated  to  hear 
fiOm  our  correspondent  again,  and  regret  ex- 
ceedingly that  we  cannot  find  room  for  his  letter 
this  week. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


164                         THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 

liJrtttrtijmeiils. 

rriHE  HORTICULTURAL  JOURNAL,  and 
1     FARM   and   GARDEN  ADVERTISER. 
(Golden  Department  by   Mr.    Glenny.)     A 
Weekly  Chronicle  of  Rural  Aflkirs,  Art,  Science, 

April  15th,  Price  2d. ;  Stamped,  3d.— Commn- 

at  the  PabUahin?  Office,  14,  York-street,  CoTent- 
Garden. 

POGS.— AN  AMATEUR  havrag  had  many 
Jj    applications  for  Eggs  and  the  prices  of  Sit-, 
tings,  will  dispose  of  a  few  from  birds  of  a  supe- 
rior description.     Brahma  Pbotra  Eggs,  from 
birds  recently  imported  from  America,  J53»  3s. 
per  doz.    Buff  and  White  Cochin  ditto,  firom 
H.  Gilbert,  Esq.'s  stock  and  prize  birds,  15s. 
per  dozen.      Silver-pencilled   Hambufg   ditto, 
from  birds  whose  produce  have   taken   priaas 
wherever  exhibited,  10s.  per  dozen.    And  one  or 
two  Sittings  of  Golden-pendlled  Hamburg  ditto, 
10s.  a  dozen.    Packages,  Is.    The  Eggs  will  be 
sent  off  according  to  the  dates  of  orderareeeiTed. 
—To  be  sold,  a  Brahma  Pootra  Cockerel,  about 
10  months  old,  of  Dr.  Gwynne's  strain, — a  beau- 
tiful bird.— Address  Miss  WalkbIi,  Clipston, 
Northampton. 

nOCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.PuNCHARD, 
\J    of  Blant's  Hall,  near  Haverhill,  Suffolk, 
disposes  of  Eggs  from  his  Buff,  and  also  from  his 
original  Partridge-coloured,  Birds,  price  Is.  each, 
and  Is.  for  package.— Applications  for  either 
▼ariety  will  be  supplied  in  the  order  received. 

PTARMIGANS  for  SALE.-Two  Fine  Pain 
L    of  these  beautiful  Fowls,  bred  from  the 
Original  Birds.    Age,  10  months.    Both  Pullets 
are  prize  and  commended  birds.    Price  per  pair,     . 
dB8.— Apply   to   F.    Bbrnal,  Esq.,  Fareham, 
Hants. 

qPANISH  and  DORKING  FOWLS.— Capt. 
O    Hornby  having  transferred  his  whole  Stock 
of  celebrated  Poultry  to  Mr.  H.D.  Daties,  of 
Spring  Grove,  Hounslow,  a  portion  (for  want  of 
space)  is  for  immediate  Sale. 

PRIZE   WHITE   COCHINS,    BUFF   CO- 

legs.    A  "Winchester  "  Prize  Hen,  yellow  and 
wdUfeathered  legs,  £5.  5s.  the  pair;  or  with  a 
fine  ditto  "AUen ''  Hen,  £6.  6s.-a  good  match 
to  exhibit.   A  shovt-legged,  weU-feathered,  clear, 
Buff  Cock,  deep  breast,  a  son  of  Mr.  Andrews's 
*'  Nankin,^'  £2.  2s.    A  dear-necked  Buff  Cock, 
well  feathered,  son  of  a  First  Prize  Andrews's 
Cock,  £1.    A  few  first-class  Hens.    Ejggs  from 
the  above,— Whites,  Is.  6d.  each ;  Buffs  (clear- 
necked),  Is.  each ;  Aylesbury  Ducks'  Eggs,  5s. 
a  dozen.— Apply,  prepaid,  to  Mr.  R.  Gaioos, 
Marchwood,  near  Southampton. 

TMPORTED  BRAHMA  POOTRAS.— A  11- 
1    mited  number,   which  have  been  selected 
with  care  from  the  best  in  America,  for  Sale. — 
Apply  to  Miss  E.  Watts,  Monk  Bams,  Hamp. 
Rtead.-N.B4  A  few  EGGS  to  spare,  from  firat- 
class  bfrdSk 

EGGS  FROM  SILVER  HAMBURG  FOWLS 
— PBIZE  BIRDS. 

nOCHIN  CHINA  and  DORKING  EGGS  fop 
\J    Sale,    now   and  during   the   season.— The 
Cochin,  clear  and  heavily  feathered,  or  good  buff ; 
Surgeon  Hens  and  Cocks,  from  the  stock  of 
Mr.    John  Harrison,  Snelston-hall,   Ashbum, 
Derbyshire ;— hens  about  9  lbs.,  cocks  between 
12  lbs.  and  13  lbs.  The  Dorkings  are  of  the  dark 
grey  and  dark  mottled  breed ;— hens  8 lbs.,  coekfl 
up  to91bs.  Dorking,  10s.  the  hatch;  Cochin,  dSI. 
All   prize   and   commended   birds.  —  Address 
William    Copple,    Eccleston,  near  P^escott, 
Lancashire. 

riTHOMAS  MeCANN  can  supply  EGGS  from 

spangled  Hamburg  Fowls,  which   hwe  taken 
prizes  at  Birmingham,  Metropolitaa>  and  several 
other  Shows.  Price,  10s.  6d,  per  dozen,  including 
packing.      Eggs  forwarded  on  receipt  of  post- 
office  orders  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  ap- 
plied for.— Thomas  McCann,  Graham  House, 

TJITHITE  COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS. -A 
TV     Cockerel  and  Six  Pullets,  in  fiiU  hy,  for 
Sale  at  a  verv  moderate  price,  or  exchanged  for 
Golden-pendlled  Hamburg,  or  Blue  Andid'usian, 
Pullets,  or  Sebright  Bantams.      A  Ptarmigan 
Cockerel  for  Sale.— Ad<fress  T.  P.,  Hfiddleton 
Stoney,  near  Bicester. 

nOLDEN-PENCILLED      HAMBURG 
\J    FOWLS.— The  owner  of  Pen  1256,  the 
First  Prize  at  the  last  Birmingham  Show,  has  a 
few  Sttings  of  Eggs  to  dispose  of  from  those 
birds.    Abo,  a  few  Pallets   and  ConkerelB. — 
Apply   Mr.   Tros.  Srbppaiid>    Saint  Mary, 
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FANCY  POULTRY.-PBRIODICAL  SALE. 


ITR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  wUl  SELL  by  AUC- 

JxL    TTON  at  his  Great  Room,  38,  King.street, 

Covent-garden,  on  TUESDAY,  18th  April,  at  12 

o'clock  precisely— a  Choice  Selection  of  WHITE 

COCHINS,  from  the  yard  ef  6.  H.  Preston, 

'  Esq.,  of  Great  Yarmouth.    Fine  Baff  Birds  from 

I  T.  Shaekell,  Esq.,  of  Hayes.    Some  first-class 

I  White,  Golden,  and  Silver  Polands,  from  W.  G. 

<  ViTian,  Bsq.,  of  Singleton.     A  few  Brahmas, 

<  snd  other  fancy  Tarieties. — Catalogues  by  en- 
closing a  stamped  directed  envelope  to  Mr.  J.  C* 
STEVZNSy  38,  King'Street,  Co  vent-garden. 


COCHIN  CHINA  POULTRY,  &c.— Eggs 
from  Prize  Birds. — In  reply  to  the  very 
mgent  applications  from  numerous  amateurs^  Mr. 
John  Faiiu.ie,  of  Cheverley^park,  Newmarket, 
is  now  prepaved  to  dispose  of  a  limited  number 
of  EGGS,  from  his  celebrated  prize  Cochins, 
Brahma  Pootras,  Scotch  Bakies,  Dorkings,  &c., 
aeeordins  to  the  dates  of  the  orders  received. 


BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS  fo^  SALE, 
'  from  bifda  that  have  taken  prizes  at  the 
Derby,  East  Kent^  Bristol,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
Poomj  Shows,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen.  Also 
Parteuige  Cochin  China  Eggs  from  birds  that 
have  t&en  prises  at  London  Summer  Meeting, 
Surrey  Gardens^  Show  in  August,  Malvern, 
Yeovil,  Honiton,  and  Torquay  Poultry  Shows, 
atJSI.  Is.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  John  R.  Rodbard,  Aldwick-Court, 
Wrington,  near  BriatoL 


E' 


GGS  for  SITTING. —  AN  AMATEUR 
wili  dispose  of  a  few  Sittings  of  Eges  from 
Speckled  Dorkings,  the  produce  of  prize  birds  at 
Cheltenham  and  Metropolitan  Shows;  Brown- 
breasted  Game,  prize  birds  at  Birmingham,  each 
at  7s.  6d.  the  sitting  of  thirteen;  pure  bred 
Aylesbnry  Ducks'  Eggs,  at  5s.  the  sitting.  — 
Apply  to  W.  DiNGLEY,  Sand-fields,  Charlton, 
Persbove,  Worcestershire. 


PRIZE  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  White  Mk 
Cochins,  which  have  taken  four  first-class 
Prizaa,  ineluding  one  at  the  Great  Metropolitan 
Show,  12s.  the  dozen.  A  few  first-class  Buff 
Cochins,  7s.  fid.  to  128.  each,  chickens  of  birds 
which  took  three  Prizes ;  Eggs  from  ditto,  6s. 
per  dozen.  White-fitced  Spanish  (chickens  of 
prize  birds),  7s.  fid.  to  10s.  6d^  eaeh ;  Eggs  from 
ditto,  fis.  per  dozen.  Bmhma.  Pootra  Eggs,  from 
birds  which  took  a  First  Prize,  £2. 2s.  per  dozen. 
One  pair  of  Brahmas  (First  Prize  Birds)  for  Sale, 
price  £15. 158.— Apply  to  Mr.  Jambs  Barber, 
Great  Yannonth. 


E 


GGS  from  CAPT.  HORNBY'S  celebrated 
Spanish  and  Dorking  Prize  Fowls  may  be 
had  on  applicstion  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Datibs,  Spring 
(xxove,  Hounslow,  to  whom  Capt.  Hornby  has 
transferred  his  whole  stock. 

Spanish  . .   d64.  4s.  per  dozen. 

Dorking     ..        ..  J63.3s.       „ 
Remittances  to  be  made  by  post-office  order, 
and  to  include  2s.  fbr  packing. 

EGGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— JovN  Bailt  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  j^hma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  front  carefiilly 
selected  and  very  superior  binhi. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  PtOs  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3s.  4d. 

Baity's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  fid. ;  seven  quarts,  15s.  fid. ;  three  quarts, 
ISs.  fid.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s. ;  by  post,  28.  fid.— 
The  phiinest  and  most  praetical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 


SILVER-PENCILLED  COCK  (Hamburg). 
The  Advertiser  is  desirous  of  exchanfing 
his  Silver-penoiUed  Cock,  that  took  the  Inrst 
Prize  at  the  late  Winter  Surrey  Zoological  Show, 
for  another  equally  good.  He  is  about  twenty- 
one  months  old,  has  a  nice  rose  comb,  well  piked 
behind,  white  ear-lobe,  quite  clear  hackle  and 
bmst,  no  chesnut  on  the  wings;  his  sickle- 
feathers  are  all  edged  with  silver,  and  his  legs 
coloured.  He  is  in  perfect  health,  and  the  only 
reason  ibr  parting  with  him  is  his  being  related 
to  all  the  Advertiser's  pullets. — ^Apply  to  B.  P. 
BinsNT,  Bessell's-green,  Sevenoaks,  where  the 
fowl  may  be  seen ;  or  a  few  feathers  from  the 
bird's  sisters  will  be  forwarded  to  show  their 
marking,  if  required. 

EGGS  from  PRIZE  POULTRY.— Eggs  may 
be  had  during  the  season  from  pure  Black 
Cochins,  that  obtained  Second  Prize  at  Great 
Metropolitan,  Is.  each.  From  White  ditto,  bred 
from  birds  that  took  First  Prize  at  Birmingham, . 
Is.  each.  White  Dorkmgs,  that  took  First  Prize 
at  Surrey  Gardens,  Is.  each.  Brahma  Pootras, 
imported  Hens,  and  a  Cock  from  the  Royal 
Aviary,  2s.  fid.  eaeh«  AH  Eggs  warranted.  For 
Sale,  a  White  China  Cock  and  Three  Pullets,  a 
Black  China  Cock,  all  well  feathered.— Apply, 
where  the  birds  may  be  seen  on  any  day,  to 
F.  Paimtbr,  AQ-,  Poole-stteet,  New  North-road, 
Hoxton. 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO.'S 
PATENT  WIRE  FENCING, 
strong  enough  to  keep  oat  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Peultry,  &c.    Pnce  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  "Wire  Netting,  from  2|d-  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  William  Dray  and  Co., 
Agricultural  Implement  Manufacturers, 
Swan-lane,  Upper  Thames-street, 
London. 


POULTRY,  PIGEONS,  and  RABBITS.— 
A  few  very  good  Buff  Cochins,  Silver-pen- 
ciUed  and  Silver-spangled  Hamburgs,  Black 
Polands  with  White  Crests,  and  Rouen  Ducks. 
Some  excellent  Carriers,  Almond  Tumblers, 
Owls,  Turbits,  Jacobins,  Runts,  Nuns,  Helmets, 
Barbes,  Archangels,  Trumpeters,  Fantails,  &c. 
Also,  a  few  Prize  Rabbits.— Apply,  by  letter,  to 
Henry  Child,  Jun.,  Sherboume-road,  near 
Birmingham. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  fiicility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARB  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 
Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 

Elication  to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
Ul,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING  FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving  Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls.  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  1^.,  2yard8 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  208.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


FRUIT-TREES,  POULTRY,  RABBIT, 
SHEEP,  and  CAT  FENCING.— Worsted 
NETTING  to  protect  the  bloom  of  peach,  nec- 
tarine, and  other  trees,  flower,  or  seed  beds, 
from  frost,  blight,  and  birds,  two  yards  wide  5d. 
per  yard.  New  twine  netting  (tanned  if  required), 
one  yard  wide,  1^.  per  yu^l ;  two  yards  wide, 
3d.  per  yard ;  four  yards  wide,  6d. ;  half-inch 
mesh  ditto,  two  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard. 
Tanned  netting,  two  or  three  yards  wide,  lid. 

e)r  yard ;  four  or  six  yards  wide,  3d.  per  yard, 
lastic  hexagon  garden  net,  or  scrim  canvas, 
4id.  per  square  yiml.  Cocoa-nut  fibre,  or  hemp 
sheep-folding  net,  of  superior  Quality,  fonr  feet 
h^h,  4d.  to  6d.  per  yard.  Rabbit  net,  four  feet 
wide,  l^d. ;  six  feet  wide,  2^. ;  eight  feet,  3d. 
per  yiurd.  Each  edge  corded,  ^d.  per  yard  extra, 
suitable  for  poultry  fencing.  Sauare  mesh  cri- 
keting  net,  fix  its  rail  width  and  length,  made  of 
V  stout  cord,  3d.  to  4d.  per  square  yard ;  this  is 
the  best  article  made  for  fencing  against  fowls, 
cats,  &c.— At  W.  Cullingford's,  No.  1,  Ed- 
mund-terracs.  Ball's  Pond-road,  Islington.  Or- 
ders by  post,  with  post-office  order  or  town 
reference,  punctually  attended  to.  Fishing-nets 
of  all  kinds  in  stock. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  38.3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  1,  lork-street,  Covent-gaiden, 
to  whom  Orders  and.  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed. —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholesale  Agents,  G.  Routledgb  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 


Lovsow :  Printed  bj  Oharlks  Wtm aw,  at  the  Printing  Of&oe 
of  cox  (Brothen)  &  WTHAN,  74  ft  7S,  Great  Qaeenitreet, 
LineolnVinn'fieldi,  and  published  bj  Gborob  Olkmbitts, 
1,  York-rtreet,  Corent  Garden.- Wedneidaj,  April  18. 18S4. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Koyal  Dnblin  Society's  Spring  Show,  April  18, 
and  three  following  days.  Assistant  Secretary, 
W.  E.  Steel,  Esq.,  M.B.   Entries  are  closed. 

Hexham  Poultry  Show,  in  the  Abbey  Grounds. 
Second  Annual  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
tbel2thandl3thofMay.  Secretary,  W.  Turner, 
Ssq.,  Henootes,  Hexham.    Entries  close  May  6. 

Devon  and  Exeter  Botanical  and  Horticultural 
Society,  at  Exeter,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Society's  Spring  Horticultural  Exhibition,  May 
18th  and  19th.  Hon.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Gray, 
Esq.,  22,  Cathedral-yard,  Exeter.  Entries  dose 
May  2nd. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.  Director,  Jona- 
than  Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Finchley-road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec,  H.  Spack- 
man,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.  Entries 
'   close  May  10th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  close 
June  1st. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  And  27th  of  July. 
Secrebuy,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.     The  Schedule 
',  not  quite  ready. 

■  Yorkshne  Agricultural  Sodety,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretanr,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.   Entries  dose  July  19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  Assodation,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
B.  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

^  Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 


Qf  December.    Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  dose  Saturday,  November  11th. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  \f  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mitteei  qf  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  us  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedules.  These ^  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  "  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead,** 


A  I'OBT NIGHT  back  we  spoke  of  the 
valuable— -we  might  almost  say  the  invalu- 
able—assistance which  the  railway  autho- 
rities are  able  to  give  to  poultry  exhibitions, 
not  only  by  favour  respecting  the  charges 
for  conveying  the  hampers  to  and  from 
the  place  of  meeting,  but  also  in  their 
prompt  transmission  and  delivery.  It  is  a 
benefit  the  value  of  which  it  would  be 
difficult  to  compute,  as  it  not  only  offers 
convenience  to  exhibitors,  but  positively 
increases  their  number. 

A  favour  towards  a  numerous  class  is 
seldom  asked  in  vain  at  the  hand  of  a  large 
and  liberal  body;  and  so  it  is  with  the 
railways  and  the  poultry  shows,  one  in- 
stance of  which  will  have  been  noticed  by 
our  readers  in  the  column  of  **  Chit-Chat " 
last  week. 

But  as  we  hope  for  assistance  from  the 
railwa3'8,  especially  that  which  relates  to 
dispatch  and  punctuality,  those  among  us 
who,  from  being  exhibitors,  claim  this  aid, 
must  bear  in  mind  that  we  also  have  a  part 
to  perform.  Complaints  of  railway*-  offi- 
cials are  rife ;  but  may  not  delay,  mis- 
takes, and  mischances,  be  sometimes  attri- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


158 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


butable  to  a  direction  devoid  of  clearness 
and  precision?  The  advantage  often  kindly 
offered  by  railway  companies,  of  carrying 
the  birds  for  a  diminished  charge,  or  of 
conveying  them  botli  ways  for  a  single 
fare,  must  bring  to  railway  officials  an 
accession  of  occupation  which  should  be 
met  by  the  recipients  of  the  benefit,  by 
scrupulously  avoiding  to  throw  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  of  that  prompt  despatch 
which  forms  so  important  an  item  in  the 
transmission  of  live  stock. 

The  form  and  portability  of  the  baskets 
in  which  the  fowls  are  packed,  is  also  a 
subject  which  should  receive  full  conside- 
ration. 

Brahma  Pootras. 
It  is  really  very  amusing  to  see  with 
what  avidity  the  breeders  of  Brahmas 
seize  upon  every  opportunity  of  thrusting 
their  favourites  before  the  public  notice, 
and  with  what  eagerness  Mr.  Jones  attacks 
my  simile  about  first-rate  working  hono- 
rary secretaries  being  "as  scarce  as  a 
genuine  Brahma  Pootra,"  and  with  some- 
thing like  a  crow  of  defiance,  proclaims 
himself  "  defensor  fidei  "  of  all  the 
Brahmas,  for  he  coolly  accuses  me  of 
aspersing  the  fair  fame  of  all  the  Brahma 
tribe,  whereas  I  put  the  case  in  the 
singular,  drawing  the  comparison  because 
they  are  a  very  scarce  variety  of  poultry, 
and  not  at  all  intending  to  impugn  the 
purity  of  the  whole  race.  I  begin,  how- 
ever, to  suspect  that  "something'*  must 
be  wrong,  for  it  is  said  that  those  who 
have  a  slight  stain  on  their  legitamacy 
are  frequently  most  vehement  in  upholding 
the  merits  of  a  long  line  of  ancestors,  and 
boasting  of  their  connection  thereto ;  at 
any  rate,  it  is  hardly  permissible  to  ask 
about  the  family  origin  of  these  incom- 
parable Brahmas  ;  for  their  friends  (con- 
stantly boasting  of  them)   are   like    the 


Irishman  at  Donnybrook,  dragging  his 
coat  trailing  behind  him,  inviting  his 
friends  to  do  him  the  honour  of  treading 
on  it,  to  give  him  an  excuse  for  whacking 
somebody  with  his  shillalagh,  ever  ready 
to  pounce  upon  any  one  who  dares  to  risk 
an  inquiry  on  their  high  caste,  which  we 
aU  know  is  of  vital  importance  in  the 
East. 

Mr.  Jones  takes  it  for  granted  that  I,    | 
like  others,  am  crying  "  sour  grapes,"  and 
proceeds  to  give  a  very  brilliant  description    ! 
of  his  pet  Brahmas.    Now  I  confess  that  I    ' 
do  not  keep  them,  but  have  had  many   j 
opportunities    of    inspecting    them    very   | 
closely  in  tlie  best  stocks,  and  must  say 
that  before  I  introduce  them  as  a  distinct 
variety  of  poultry  into  my  yard,  I  must 
know,  from  competent  judges,  what  are 
the  real  points  of  a  genuine  Brahma  ;  are 
they  to  have  single  combs,  or  pea  combs, 
or  semi-double,  or  are  they  to  be  allowed 
to  wear  what  they  like  best?     I  have 
always  heard  that  like  breeds  like,  and 
this,  at  present,  Brahmas  do  not,  so  far  as 
concerns  their  combs.    A  pair  of  mature 
Brahmas,  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal 
breeders,  was   exhibited  at  Birmingham 
with  fine  single  combs;  a  pen  of  their  pro- 
geny, part  with  pea  and  part  with  single 
combs,  was  alongside  them ;  adjoining  these 
was  another  pen  bred  from  the  same  birds, 
and  I  understand  considered  inferior  by 
the  breeder,  but  with  pea  combs,  and  this 
pen  carried  off  the  prize.  The  breeder  is  an 
undoubted  good  judge  ;  but,  whilst  judges 
differ,  how  shall  the  public  decide  ?  for  if 
the  chickens  with  pea  combs  are  correct, 
then  the  stock  they  came  from  was  faulty ; 
if  the  old  stock  with  single  combs  is  cor- 
rect, then  the  judges  are  wrong. 

A  great  attempt  is  now  being  made  to 
puff  off  Brahmas ;  but  it  won't  da,  unless 
the  poultry  world  can  be  convinced  that 
the  birds  with  pea  combs  will  cast  chickens 
similarly  adorned ;  or,  vice  versdy  if  single 
combs  are  correct  they  must  adhere  to 
them,  and  as  yet,  I  believe  this  has  not 
been  clearly  ascertained. 

The  very  developments  that  Mr.  Jones 
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boasts  of  are  most  strongly  shown  in  a 
cross  of  the  Shanghae  with  the  Dorking  or 
the  Malay,  — ^the  full  breast,  the  hardier 
chicks,  and  the  crow,  are  all  demonstra- 
tive of  this,  and  I  must  admit  that  the  full 
breast  of  the  Brahma  does  predestinate  it 
more  fit  for  the  roast  than  the  Shanghae. 
I  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  the  poultry 
now  known  as  Brahma  Pootras  are  a 
variety  of  the  Shanghaes,  and  have  the 
single  comb,  and  ought  to  be  called  the 
grey  Shangliaes  ;  but  that  they  have  also 
liad  a  dash  of  some  other  blood  in  them, 
no  one,  I  think,  will  deny,  is  demon- 
strated by  the  variable  comb.       W.  W. 


The  Working  Kan's  Home. 

REDBEMiNa  the  promise  made  in  our 
first  number,  that  we  should  often  refer  to 
poultry,  viewed  as  a  valuable  help  to  the 
cottager,  we  now  proceed  to  point  out  the 
method  by  which,  in  our  opinion,  it  may  be 
made  available  for  tliat  purpose. 

Few  will  say  that  the  position  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  is  a  good  one.  He 
really  lives  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  spite 
of  all  he  can  do  in  the  way  of  honest  labour, 
it  is  seldom  his  fate  to  save  five  pounds, 
and  owe  nothing  in  the  world..  Fresh  meat 
is  a  thing  unknown  to  him,  and  we  have 
known  children  of  such  parents,  ten  years 
old,  who  have  never  tasted  it. 

These  children  grow  up  badly,  too  often 
because  the  mother  has  to  work  in  the 
fields  to  eke  out  their  scanty  existence. 
The  daughters  take  to  the  same  work,  or 
that  of  hop-picking  in  the  season,  and  come 
back  demoralized  and  dissatisfied.  When 
the  man  returns  at  night,  he  finds  no  com- 
fort ;  his  wife  is,  like  himself,  tired  ;  care 
stares  him  in  the  face,  and  he  resorts  to  the 
ale-house,  for,  at  least,  a  temporary  relief 
from  his  troubles.  As  we  believe  he  is 
more  sinned  against  than  sinning,  we  do 
not  accuse  him  of  excess ;  but  in  the  fasci- 
nation of  the  company,  and  the  consequent 
enjoyment,  he  often  spends  more  than  he 
)  fan  afford.     This  adds  to  the  poverty  at 


home.  Even  where  education  is  provided 
gratuitously,  he  cannot  afford  to  send  his 
children  to  school,  because  the  boys  must 
earn  a  trifle,  be  it  only  sixpence  per  week 
to  frighten  birds,  and  the  elder  girls  must 
mind  the  younger  ones.  The  over- wrought 
mother  becomes  fractious,  and  the  home  is 
uncomfortable  for  all;  they  are  glad  to 
escape  from  it,  while  it  should  rather  be 
their  constant  refuge. 

We  have  nothing  to  do  with  wages,  and 
we  believe  many  employers  pay  as  much 
as  they  can  afford  ;  but  we  know  that  the 
labouring  man  in  debt  in  his  neighbour- 
hood is  from  that  time  in  the  power  of  the 
shopkeeper,  and  obliged  to  deal  with  him 
on  his  own  terms.  This  lessens  the  value 
of  his  wages  to  him.  He  cannot  extricate 
himself,  because  he  earns  no  more  than  his 
weekly  consumption.  Here,  then,  is  a 
pitiful  case  ;  an  honest,  industrious  man, 
with  an  uncomfortable  home,  and  a  family 
growing  up  badly.  The  cure  would  seem 
to  be,  that  his  home  should  be  more  com- 
fortable, that  his  wife  should  be  able  to 
superintend  it,  and  that  his  children  should 
be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  instruc- 
tion offered  to  them.  To  do  this,  more 
money  must  be  earned,  and  the  man 
already  earns  full  wages,  which  are  inade- 
quate to  carry  out  the  improvement. 

Cannot  poultry  do  something  for  him  ? 
We  can  already  see  the  doubtful  shakes  of 
the  head.  We  can  hear  the  ejaculations 
of,  "  a  few  chickens  will  be  of  no  use.*' 
But  let  us  consider  it.  Poultry  is  not  now 
what  it  was  ten  years  ago.  Like  Briareus, 
it  extends  its  hundred  arms,  and  we  would 
fain  hope  some  of  them  will  prove  to  have 
helping-hands  for  our  needy  brethren. 
There  are  shows  almost  everywhere,  and 
wherever  there  are  shows  there  are  breeders 
anxious  to  secure  success.  Classes  for  cot- 
tagers are  also  springing  up,  and  we  antici- 
pate much  good  from  them.  When  these 
rail,  there  will  always  be  a  market  for  good 
poultry. 

Before  we  enter  on  the  consideration  of 
the  ways  in  which  these  may  be  made  most 
profitable    to  the  cottager,  let  us  try  to 
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see  what  sum  will  be  a  boon  to  him.  At 
present  his  wages  may  be  thirteen  shillings 
per  week,  but  we  believe  an  average  may 
be  taken  of  ten.  If  a  man  have  this  sum, 
he  cannot,  after  providing  for  a  family, 
save  anything  out  of  it,  and  a  debt  of 
thirty  shillings  is  a  mill-stone  round  his 
neck.  He  cannot  earn  more ;  but  if  his 
wife  can  make,  say  only  three  pounds  per 
year  by  her  poultry,  it  adds  rather  more 
than  one-nintn  to  his  income.  This  is^  to 
him,  an  immense  increase.  It  will  keep 
him  out  of  debt,  and  it  will  help  him  in 
sickness  or  when  out  of  work.  Above  all, 
it  will  keep  his  wife  at  home,  his  children 
will  be  better  seen  to,  his  home  will  be 
more  comfortable,  and  he  will  look  to  it  as 
his  rest  when  his  daily  toil  is  over.  Let  us 
look  more  closely  at  the  machinery  by 
which  this  change  is  to  be  effected. 

How  often  is  the  complaint  heard  from 
amateurs,  that  they  are  confined  for  room, 
that  they  are  obliged  to  shut  up  their  birds 
to  keep  them  distinct ;  that  they  could  do 
much  better  if  they  had  more  space.  It  is 
doubtless  true.  Here,  then,  we  say,  em- 
ploy the  cottager's  wife  and  pay  her  well, 
you  will  find  it  profitable  to  do  so.  If  you 
wish  to  exliibit  at  early  shows  in  July  or 
August,  or  even  September,  and  to  enter 
as  a  competitor  in  the  chicken  classes,  you 
must  hatch  your  chickens  early,  say  in 
February.  No  one  will  do  this  so  well  as 
a  cottager's  wife,  because  she  will  allow 
them  privileges  that  others,  placed  in  easier 
circumstances,  would  refuse. 

The  setting  hen  will  form  an  important 
member  of  the  family,  and  her  chickens 
will  not  only  be  tolerated,  but  they  will  be 
cared  for.  They  will  be  allowed  access  to 
the  fire  in  cold  weather,  they  will  share 
every  meal  with  the  children,  and  above 
all,  they  will  be  duly  fed  at  dav-break. 
The  mode  of  remuneration  would  be  either 
a  fixed  sum,  independent  of  success  in 
rearing  or  other  events ;  or  so  much  per 
head  for  every  chicken  that  attains  a  cer- 
tain age.  Of  course,  no  one  will  do  this 
with  fowls  that  are  almost  valueless  when 
reared,  but  with  those  froih  which  they 


have  good  expectations.  Let  the  remune- 
ration be  liberal,  supply  food,  and  make  a 
stipulation  that  every  egg-shell  and  every 
dead  chicken  shall  be  produced.  We  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  paying  three  or  four 
pence  per  week  for  every  chicken.  The 
cottager  was  bound  to  feed,  but  both  from 
inclination  and  for  our  interest,  we  sent 
food  when  unable  to  go  in  person  and  have 
the  pleasure  of  feeding  them.  When  the 
fowls  were  very  valuable,  we  willingly 
paid  more.  The  best  birds  we  ever  had 
were  reared  in  this  way,  and  we  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  we  helped,  and  do 
help,  many  poor  families  by  it. 

In  ext,  there  are  exhibitions,  and  at  many 
of  them  cottagers'  classes.  There  are  three 
societies  now  in  process  of  formation  in 
Ireland  for  the  benefit  of  the  peasantry, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  poultry. 
Let  us  not  be  behind.  In  almost  every 
district  there  are  now  good  fowls  kept. 
Give  to  deserving  and  respectable  cottagers 
settings  of  e^gs  at  the  same  time.  Then 
publish  a  prize-list  of  three  or  four  money 
prizes  for  the  best  pen  exhibited,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  eggs ;  it  will  be  attended  with 
little  expense,  and  may  be  added  to  a 
flower-show,  an  archery  meeting,  or  any 
other  occasion  that  calls  society  together. 
The  good  will  not  stop  at  the  distribution 
of  prizes,  but  most  of  the  birds  will  be  sold 
at  prices  that  will  rejoice  their  owners' 
hearts.  Many  a  man  will  be  relieved  from 
a  load  of  debt,  many  a  household  will  be 
made  happv  by  the  produce  of  a  setting  of 
eggs.  Such  a  show  can  be  held  in  a  tent 
or  yard,  and  a  small  entrance  fee  will 
defray  all  expenses,  or  a  moderate  sub- 
scription among  those  who  have  the  means 
will  enable  it  to  be  free  to  every  ooe. 
This  would  open  cottagers'  eyes  to  the 
benefit  they  may  derive  from  the  poultry 
movement,  it  would  give  hope,  and  it  comes 
in  a  legitimate  way,  because  it  does  not 
take  the  man  from  his  work.  On  two  oc- 
casions we  have  seen  the  working  of  what 
we  advocate.  We  shall  never  forget  the 
joy  of  an  honest  old  labourer,  who  took  a 
prize  of  thirty  shillings  for  some  bantams. 
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hatched  from  eggs  given  him  by  one  of  his 
master's  daughters,  and  in  addition  sold 
them  for  three  pounds.  "  Why,  sir,"  he 
said  to  the  purchaser,  *^  this  makes  a  man 

'  of  me."    Three  volumes  would  not  say 

I  more  than  that  short  sentence. 

Bat  when    exhibitions   and   cottagers' 
prizes  fail,  there  will  always  be  a  market 

,  for  early  young  poultry,  and  at  good  prices. 

I  The  labourer's  wife  can  rear  it,  she  will 
only  want  a  little  assistance  from  some  of 

I  her  wealthier  neighbours.    The  gift  of  a 

I  few  eggs,  the  loan  of  a  few  shillings,  will 

I  do  it.  Let  the  kindlv  disposed,  and  there 
are  many  in  every  neighbourhood,  help  her 
first  to  get  her  fowls,  next  to  sell  them,  and 
they  will  reap  a  ridi  reward  in  seeing  the 
go(wthey  have  done.  How  much  better 
it  is  to  prevent  than  to  relieve  poverty. 
We  would  not  give  a  highly-coloured  pic- 
ture, we  do  not  say  that  if  cottagers  keep 
poultry  any  Utopia  will  be  realized,  but 
we  do  say  it  may  do  much  good.  If  only 
two  families  are  benefited,  is  not  that  a 
result?  Is  not  every  man,  in  his  circle,  a 
missionary  and  example  for  good  or  evil  ? 
The  success  of  one  will  be  like  the  circles 
caused  by  throwing  a  stone  in  a  pond,  they 
extend  and  extend,  till  the  whole  surface 
is  covered ;  and  so  will  the  example  of  the 
successful  cottager  be,  till  all  are  anxious 
to  follow  it.  We  know  the  favourite  argu- 
ment of  some,  that  if  cottagers  are  encou- 
raged to  keep  poultry,  they  will  pilfer 
food  for  it.    This  is  a  narrow,  selfish,  and 

,  unworthy  argument.  It  needs  only  one 
answer ;  poverty  never  made  a  man  honest, 
hut  easier  circumstances  (by  removing 
temptation)  have.  We  ask  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  friends  of  the  poor  in  trying  the 

I I  plan  we  recommend.  We  freely  oflFer  the 
use  of  our  columns  for  their  inquiries, 
their  recommendations,  and  later  we  hope 

I  to  be  the  chroniclers  of  their  success.  We 
are,  we  confess,  very  sanguine.     We  have 

I  seen  it  useful  on  a  small  scale,  and  we 
know  it  has  carried  comfort  where  there 
was  little  before.  Good  men,  and  rich  excel- 
lent landlords,  are  giving  the  poor  better 
houses,  and  larger  gardens.  The  clergy  are 


making  noble  efibrts  to  educate  their  chil- 
dren ;  all  are  neutralized  so  longasthefather 
remains  in  abject  jpoverty.  A  system  that 
would  interfere  with  his  labour  would  be 
at  best  but  a  negative  benefit,  he  would 
h>se  one  way  what  he  would  sain  in 
another.  But  if  the  wife  by  poultry  can 
gain  more  in  a  year  than  she  and  her 
children  can  by  field  labour,  she  will  stay 
at  home  to  the  benefit  and  happiness  of  her 
family,  and  they  will  be  able  to  avMl  them- 
selves of  the  education  offered  to  them. 
Let  us  not,  then,  be  deterred  by  doubting 
men,  but  let  us  try. 

Sylvanus. 


Prizes  at  Poultry  Exbibitioiui. 

Otight  Dealers  to  he  allowed  to  compete  for 
them? 

1  A^  fully  aware  that  there  are  many 
parties  who,  in  reply  to  the  above  query, 
would  fain  say : — **  At  a  poultry  exhibition, 
let  all  and  any  persons  compete  (who  like 
to  incur  the  expense  of  entering  their 
fowls,  whether  dealers  or  otherwise) ;  and 
then  let  the  best  birds  have  the  prizes,  for 
it  is  they,  and  they  only,  that  are  duly  en- 
titled to  such  honours." 

To  the  conclusion  of  their  remarks  I 
give  my  fullest  and  most  perfectly  un- 
qualified consent  and  approval:  but  to 
the  former  proposition  I  tor  one  do  most 
strongly  object,  as  it  not  unfrequently  leads 
to  results  that,  at  the  onset,  were  by  no 
means  anticipated. 

I  will  state  here,  that  no  one  more  than 
myself  would  desire  to  see  the  *^  dealers  in 
fancy  poultry"  reap  all  the  possible  ad- 
vantages they  could  reasonably  and  justi- 
fiably wish  at  our  exhibitions ;  but  as  these 
were  instituted  on  purpose  to  improve  the 
various  breeds  of  fancy  fowls,  it  was  cer- 
tainly the  intent  of  the  originators  of  such 
shows  to  hold  out  premiums  for  the  breeders 
(and  not  the  salesmen)  of  different  varieties ; 
however  much  the  matter  may  have  been 
unduly  wrested  from  its  pristine  position 
by  amateurs,  who  have  rather  made  the 
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exhibltion-TooDi  a  place  for  stock  disposal, 
than  of  emulative  and  honourable  compe- 
tition for  the  premiums  offered  by  the 
committee — Whence  only  it  is  that  so  many 
worse  than  indifferent  pens  of  poultry  add 
wondrously  to  the  numbers,  but  very  little' 
to  the  interest  of  either  the  general  public, 
the  judges,  or  even  the  exhibitors  them- 
selves ;  from'this  cause,  tediousness  usurps 
the  place  of  interest,  and  the  committees 
are  oftentimes  somewhat  dubiously  com- 
plimented, rather  on  the  great  quantity  of 
specimens  than  the  general  excellence  of 
their  poultry-show. 

I  am  desirous  that  the  first  intention 
should  be  kept  constantly  in  view,  viz. 
"  to  give  the  prizes  to  cmatewrs  only;*'  for 
should'  the  opposite  pilan  be  adopted,  it 
opens  a  wide  range,  first  to  some  few  of  our 
principal  dealers,  who,  were  they  desirous  of 
attempting  it,  could  foil  the  hopes  of  the 
whole  amateur  fraternity  by  literally 
"  sweeping  the  deck"  (or  nearly  so),  and  to 
some  of  the  unprincipled  portion  it  gives  a 
great  latitude  for  duplicity  and  wilful  mis- 
representation. 

Now,  I  believe,  among  the  "fancy  poultry 
dealers"  there  are  many  who  are  as  up- 
right and  honourable  a  set  of  tradesmen  as 
could  be  wished  for  or  desired ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  I  think  there  are  few  (if  any) 
who  may  peruse  these  pages,  who  will  have 
the  temerity  to  avow  the  contrary  to  what 
I  have  yet  to  advance,  viz.,  **  tliat  there 
are  some  few  in  this  class,  of  whom,  and 
likewise  their  mode  of  conducting  tlieir 
business,  the  less  said  is  decidedly  the 
better,"  as  the  exposure  could  not  add 
credit  to  the  assailed,  or  give  the  slightest 
pleasure  to  the  writer. 

It  may  again  be  mooted, "  That  it  would 
be  well  to  give  dealers  prizes  exclusively 
for  xlealers/'  This,  wherever  yet  attempted, 
has  proved  quite  a  failure,  and  almost  uni- 
versally the  ultimate  results  have  been  as 
unexpected  as  they  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  prizes  so  offered  have  been  chiefly 
competed  for  by  those  whose  stocks  and 
whose  means  were  alike  limited,  and  in 
most  instances,  too,  with  fowls  "  borrowed 


expressly  for  the  occasion."  I  myself  know 
several  committees, who,  from  the  bickerings 
and  baekbitings  openly  resorted  to  on  these 
occasions,  ^*  have  determined  never  again, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  entertain  the 
idea  of  dealers'  prizes,"  considering  the 
attempt  equally  adverse  to  the  interests  of 
the  poultry  exhibition,  and  their  own  per- 
sonal desire  for  peaceful  quietude,  and  the 
total  absence  of  contention  among  their 
visitors. 

Among  the  least  extensive  class  of 
dealers  are  to  be  found  men,  who,  without 
any  native  taste  whatever  for  the  employ- 
ment in  which  they  have  engaged  them- 
selves, carry  on  a  kind  of  "  catch-liveli- 
hood "  on  the  inexperienced  and  unwary, 
trusting  to  noisy  abuse  as  a  shield  for  any 
developed  breach  of  faith,  and  to  sheer 
impudence  alone  to  carry  them  through  a 
line  of  conduct  which  many  (I  trust  of  their 
fellows  )bynaturalimpul8ewouldrepudiate. 

When  parties  so  inclined  come  into  col- 
lision, the  probable  (nay  the  inevitable) 
consequences  I  need  not  detail,  and  future 
experience  would  only  add  confirmation  to 
that  already  "  far  too  dearly  paid  for,"  in 
the  past.  These  are  the  reasons  assigned 
for  the  non-continuance  of  such  prizes, 
by  many  who  have  given  the  matter  a 
fair  and  unprejudiced  trial,  and  possibly 
the  few  suggestions  just  made  may 
prove  somewhat  useful  to  poultry  com-  j 
mittees,  who  are  now  "brooding"  over  j 
the  formation  of  the  prize  list  to  their  fiirst 
show,  and  who  may  be  equally  desirous 
to  do  all  they  can  to  escape  annoyances  to 
themselves,  and  also  to  enjoy  the  good 
opinions  of  their  visitors. 

It  is  well  known,  the  outbreak  of  any 
feud  during  the  time  the  public  are  present 
is  sadly  adverse  to  the  prosperity  of  future 
shows,  and  also  to  the  finances  of  the  time 
being,  while  among  the  persons  I  have 
just  described  are  many  whose  fixed 
purpose  it  is  to  cavil,  if  anything  difi«rent 
to  tneir  ]^re-supposed  views  taxes  place, 
and  to  noisily  support  their  own  particular 
ideas,  however  unsubstantial  and  grossly 
preposterous. 
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If  therefore  admitted,  it  is  well  to  restrict 
dealers  to  sales  only,  an  inducement  that 
will  he  found  quite  sufficient  to  bring 
forward  full  as  man^r  "  dealers'  pens/*  as 
ponltry  committees  will  find  it  convenient 
,  to  accommodate,  from  the  fact  so   uni- 
versally admitted,  that  all  jpoultry  sell  for 
the  highest  prices  at  the  time  when  cus- 
tomers are  a  little  elated  with  the  excite- 
ment of  the  exhibition  room. 
1     What  I  have  now  written  is  by  no  means 
I  intended  oflFensively  to  any  one ;  but  simply 
and  solely,  to  guard  the  inexperienced  com- 
mittee from  one  of  the  numerous  nit-falls 
that  beset  their  first  attempt,  and  I  feel 
assured,  that,  to  be  permanently  successful, 
the  managers  of  poultry  shows  should  by 
eyery  means  strive  to  render  them  "  sunny 
spots*'  in  the  retrospect  of  the  year,  on 
;  which  the  mind  looks  back  with  pleasure 
'  —such  as  enlist  the  better  feelings  of  our 
human  nature,  and  then   they  need  not 
entertain  the   slightest  misgiving  as  to 
the  probable  results  of  future  endeavours. 

E.  C. 


My  Pavonrites. 

Hide  your  diminished  heads,  poor 
Cochin  Chinas !  No  longer  walk  at  your 
ease  in  leisurely  self-possession,  but  waddle 
away  and  hide  in  obscurity ;  for  you  have 
formidable  rivals  now,  and  any  one  may 
see  that. 

As  eager  runs  the  market  crowd, 

When  "Catch  the  thief  I"  resounds  aloud, 

so  will  the  taste  of  the  fancy  go  after  the 
Brahmas.  Those  large,  showy,  beautiful 
fowls,  which  every  one  seems  willing  to 
take  upon  credit,  are  certainly  capital 
specimens  of  the  feathered  race.  If,  as 
the  spirited  author  of  the  "  Pentalogue " 
hints,  they  are  only  the  result  of  American 
invention,  they  have  invented  a  verv  nice 
fowl.  The  Aztec  children,  which  are 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  trio  of  American 
inventions,  I  never  saw  (because  I  have  a 
prejudice  in  favour  of  fine,  well-grown 
specimens  of  the  human  race)  ;  wooden 


nutmegs  I  never  use  (because  I  prefer  the 
old-fashioned  kind) ;  but  as  to  Brahma 
Pootras,  tf  the  Americans  made  them,  I 
can  only  hope  they  will  go  to  work  again 
and  make  us  something  else. 

But,  to  return  to  my  favourites,  "we 
praise  the  bridge  which  carries  us  safe 
over,''  and  by  the  same  rule  I  must  praise 
the  Cochin  Chinas,  because,  after  ^ing 
several  sorts,  I  find  them  the  best  wnich 
I  have  had  the  onportunity  of  trying 
for  the  same  lengtn  of  time.  As  far 
as  my  own  experience  goes.  I  think  them 
as  good  for  the  table  as  other  fowls,  and 
better  layers,  while  for  comfortable,  do- 
mestic habits  they  are  unapproachable. 

As  sitters  and  mothers,  the  docility  and 
good  temper  of  the  hens  render  them  in- 
valuable. You  may  place  two  hens  under 
one  coop  which  is  large  enough  for  tiieir 
comfort,  and  they  will  rear  their  broods  in 
peace  and  amity.  You  may  give  a  Cochin 
China  mother  chickens  older  or  younger 
than  her  own,  and  she  will  lift  her  wings 
to  nestle  them  and  her  own  little  ones, 
impctrtialfyf  among  her  downy  feathers. 
You  may  beguile  a  hen  which  has  shown 
an  anxiety  to  sit  (without  being  indulged 
with  a  donation  of  eggs),  into  fostering 
and  rearing  another  hen's  brood,  and 
she  is  at  the  same  time  of  such  a  happy 
temper,  that  if  deprived  of  the  chickens 
she  will  soon  get  reconciled,  and  lay  in  a 
fortnight.  If  the  mother  of  chicks  is 
allow^  to  run  with  her  companions,  she 
will  commence  laying  in  three  weeks, — 
an  invaluable  productiveness  when  eggs 
ai'e  in  demand  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  thought  more  useful  for  her  to  address 
her  energies  to  attending  to  her  cliickens, 
she  will,  if  kept  apart  from  the  cock  and 
other  fowls,  brood  them  for  a  much 
longer  period. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  catch  or  to  coop 
a  Cochin  China  hen,  while  those  of  most 
kinds  will  dodge  the  pursuer  for  an  hour. 
But  I  might  enumerate  their  virtues  in 
this  capacity  only  of  sitters  and  mothers, 
for  a  long  time,  and  a  volume  could  be 
filled  with  their  other  merits.    Those  who 
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have  them  will  corrohorate  all  I  say  about 
their  "docility,  tame'ness,  and  tractability. 

It  has  been  advanced  against  them,  that 
they  are  not  good  for  the  table.  Tristram 
Shandy  seems  to  think  we  can  only  eain 
for  them  a  good  breast  by  crossino;  them 
with  some  other  kind.  Now  I  believe  it 
to  be  quite  possible  to  keep  the  breed  pure, 
and  yet  to  improve  it  oy  giving  much 
meat  upon  the  breast. 

When  Cochin  Chinas  were  newer  among 
us,  and  their  points  more  frequently  dis- 
cussed, one  of  the  chief  requirements,  by 
some  who  might  be  reckoned  excellent 
judges  of  these  fowls,  was  depth  of  keel ; 
now  if  the  breast  of  a  fowl  is  deep,  the 
carver  will  acknowledge  it  must  have  toide 
slices  upon  it.  Thus  it  is  not  the  size  of 
the  slices  from  the  breast  of  a  Cochin 
fowl  of  which  we  have  cause  to  complain, 
but  it  is  having  so  few  of  them. 

The  task  of  the  careful  breeder,  who  is 
anxious  to  make  these  fowls  more  useful, 
— instead  of  more  beautiful  only — is,  there- 
fore, to  give  breadth  and  roundness  where 
we  already  have  depth  enough  to  make 
them  rival  small  Turkeys  upon  the  table. 
This  I  argue  mi^ht  be  done  easily  by 
choosing  (and  mating)  full-breasted  birds 
for  a  breeding  stock,  taking  care  at  the 
same  time  to  have  birds  which  are  delicate 
in  the  flesh ;  for,  in  this  particular,  dif- 
ferent families  of  Cochins  vary  con- 
siderably. 

As  many  good  Cochins  are  good  in 
fulness  of  breast,  this  seems  most  de- 
cidedly a  point  to  be  attended  to  by  those 
persons  who  wish  to  make  an  improve- 
ment in  useful  fowls.  E.  W. 


Caution  to  Jersey  Chickens  and 
THEIR  Owners. — A  fox  was  on  Tuesday 
last  seen  deliberately  .walking  across  the 
grounds  of  Mr.  Charles  De  Ste.  Croix,  at 
the  Coie,  near  St.  Heliers,  from  whence  a 
fowl  had  disappeared  a  few  davs  pre- 
viously. Another,  or  the  same  tox  had 
before  been  seen  at  the  back  of  Douro 
Terrace. 


Hints  to  Poultry  Show  Committees. 

I  TERMINATED  my  last  budget  of  hints 
with  a  regulation  which  I  urged  all  com- 
mittes  to  add  to  their  list,  and  as  it  is  a 
novel  one,  it  demands  some  extra  observa- 
tions. 

The  rule  which  I  would  add  is^  that 
"  the  sale  office  will  not  be  opened  until 
12  o'clock  on  the  first  day  of  the  show  ; 
and  that  no  pens  can  be  claimed  until  that 
hour." 

I  deem  it  the  duty,  and  am  sure  it  is  the 
wish,  of  all  poultry  show  committees  to- 
deal  "fair  and  above  board  "  with  aU,  and 
in  all,  connected  with  their  shows ;  and  I 
am  sure  all  will  be  equally  anxious  to  act 
honourabljr,  and  not  only  remove  the 
"  probabilitv,"  but  even  the  "  possibility  '^ 
of  their  taking  an  undue  advantage  of 
their  position  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  birds  in  the  show.  The  tommon 
plan  of  opening  the  sale  office  at  the  same 
time  as  the  entrance  door  enables  those 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  contents  of 
the  show  to  at  once  forestal  the  market 
and  claim  all  or  any  of  the  winning  birds. 

I  know  that  there  was  very  consider- 
able grumbling  at********** 
last  time.  It  was  openly  stated  that  certain 
parties  went  direct  from  the  check-taker 
to  the  claiming  office,  and  made  a  grand 
sweep.  I  do  know  this,  that  I  was  among 
the  first  six  that  went  through  the  public 
entrance,  and  ran  directlv  to  a  particular 
class  of  birds ;  I  saw  nobody  in  the  same 
alley — was  satisfied  with  a  pen  of  birds^ 
and  went  to  claim  them.  My  claim  was 
made  amongst  the  first  sisl  people  that  got 
in  (the  first  two,  bv  the  bye,  were  in  long 
enough  to  buy  up  all  the  birds  in  the  place), 
and  yet  the  pen  had  been  previously 
claimed.  I  have  stated  plain  tacts ;  but 
even  if  I  had  drawn  up  such  a  statement 
as  a  supposititious  case  for  argument's  sake^ 
it  would  be  strong  evidence  against  the 
present  plan. 

If  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  of  a 
poultry  show  are  desirous  of  having  the 


I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   POULTRY  CHRONICLE. 


165 


pick  of  the  birds,  and  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  it,  let  them  boldly  state  it  in 
their  regpilations,  '^Tliat  the  Committee 
intend  to  have  the  priyilege  of  pre-claiming 
any  pens  of  birds  before  the  public  are 
admitted."  If  they  will  do  it  openly,  they 
may  rely  that  there  will  be  less  grumbling 
than  there  is  now,  at  the  mere  suspicion 
of  it. 

The  Birmingham  Committee  appear  to 
have  felt  the  necessity  of  some  declaration 
on  this  head,  for  they  have  a  new  regula- 
tion this  year. 

"  No  member  of  the  society  or  of  the 
council,  or  other  person,  will  be  admitted 
to  Bingley  Hall  before  the  opening  of  the 
exhibition  on  Tuesday,  December  12th, 
with  the  exception  of  those  who  are 
actually  engaged  in  the  arrangements 
within  the  building,  and  who  have  received 
admission  cards  signed  by  the  chairman  of 
Hie  Greneral  Purposes  Committee.  Special 
cards  of  admission  will  also  be  forwarded 
to  the  judges,  to  be  used  on  Monday, 
December  11th." 

It  will  be  ur^d  that  if  the  sale  office 
were  not  opened  until  the  visitors  had 
had  a  fair  chance  of  inspecting  the  stock, 
the  crush  at  the  first  opening  of  the  office 
would  be  terrific :  I  answer^  it  cou^d  not  be 
worse  than  it  was  at  Birmingham  last 
year ;  and  the  satisfaction  of  having 
removed  a  suspicion,  though  perchance  an 
unjust  one,  and  therefore  the  more  gratify- 
ing, and  necessary  to  be  removed,  ought  to 
counterbalance  any  other  objection. 

I  am  aware  that  I  have  included  in  the 
code  of  regulations  some  particulars  that 
have  hitherto  been  included  in  "  The  In- 
structions to  Exhibitors,"  which  are  gene- 
rally forwarded  by  the  secretary  with  the 
direction  cards  to  the  exhibitors;  but  as 
these  directions  have  generally  arrived 
with  the  cards  just  when  it  was  time  for 
the  birds  to  start  for  the  show  (indeed,  I 
liave  known  them  to  arrive  after  the  birds 
had  left  home  J,  I  have  deemed  it  more 
useftd  to  embody  them  in  the  regulations. 

I  have  occupied  a  very  large  space  with 
the  regulations,  but  I  do  not  think  any  of 


your  readers  will  think  me  too  prosy  on 
them.  The  future  well-doing  of  the  show 
depends  a  good  deal  on  the  reflations 
bemg  clear  and  concise,  and  especially,  not 
unnecessary,  and  I  have,  therefore,  dwelt 
upon  them  longer  than  may  have  been 
deemed  necessary  by  those  who  have 
already  had  the  management  of  a  show ; 
but  we  must  remember  that  I  am  writing 
for  those  who  have  not  yet  entered  upon 
that  very  active  duty.  W,  W. 


The  Bouen  Buck. 

It  is  indisputably  certain  that  the  most 
luirdy  variety  of  duck  is  the  Rouen ;  and 
from  this  cause  it  is  that  they  are  fre- 
quently kept  with  a  degree  of  profit  and 
success  very  rarely  attained  where  other 
kinds  are  preferred. 

The  late  winter  having  been  one  of  un- 
usual severity,  has  afibrded  any  careful 
observer  an  opportunity  of  putting  to  the 
test  the  respective  haraihooa  displayed  by 
ALL  the  different  kinds  of  domestic  poul- 
try ;  and  I  thouo^ht  the  differences  thus 
shown  would,  percnance,  in  some  instances 
be  a  venr  useful  "  tell-tale  for  fiUure  be- 
ginners, therefore  failed  not  on  every  pos- 
sible occasion  that  came  under  my  notice 
to  jot  down  my  experiences,  for  the  united 
benefit  of  your  subscribers  and  myself. 
My  favourable  opinion  of  the  Rouen  duck 
was  greatly  strengthened  by  such  careful 
observations,  and  convinced  me  that  of  aU 
kinds  these  are  the  most  useful ;  and  at  the 
same  time  there  are  very  few  parties  who 
will  not  freely  admit  that  for  beauty  of 
plumage  few  {if  any)  excel  them.  They 
commence  laying  sooner  in  the  spring  than 
any  other  ducks,  are  infinitely  more  hardy 
than  the  Aylesbury  (even  where  kept  on 
the  same  farm),  and  indeed  bear  well  trials 
from  keen  and  inclement  weather  tliat 
would  quickly  destroy  all  hopes  of  imme- 
diate benefit  from  the  more  delicate  breeds. 
This  is  by  no  means  so  unimportant  an 
advantage  as  some  persons  at  the  first  sight 
imagine;  for  although  the  unusual  seve- 
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rity  of  the  past  winter  prevented  many 
persons  in  this  neighhourhood  having  anv 
eggs  whatever  from  their  ducks^  and  all 
the  Aylesburys  round  about  discontinued 
laying  during  the  more  intense  portion  of 
the  late  season,  this  variety  both  laid  well, 
and  also  brought  out  their  ducklings  in  due 
coiu*se,  apparently  reaardless  of,  and  unin- 
jured by,  the  sore  trials  to  which  they  were 
exposed.  On  this  day  (March  20th,  1854) 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  variety  in 
this  surrounding  district  that  can'  vie  with 
some  Rouens,  as  to  the  early  maturity  of 
their  ducklings,  for  of  three  ducks  two 
have  now  broods  near^  equal  in  size  to 
themselves,  and  are  again  laying;  the 
third  beins^  sitting,  and  will  hatch  in  a  few 
days  (the  latter  duck  was  herself  produced 
late  last  season).  It  is  obvious  th^e  duck- 
lins^s  have  not  had  the  best  time  for  growth 
and  improvement,  still  they  appear  very 
hearty  and  well-doing ;  and  even  had  their 
owner  been  compiled  to  dispose  of  them 
for  killing  purposes  only,  the  difference  in 
their  value  thus  early  in  the  season  (and 
consequently  scarce  in  the  market),  and  a 
few  months  to  come,  when  ducklings  will 
be  general,  is  fully  apparent  to  any  one. 
I  find,  however,  they  are  all  disposed  of  to 
a  dealer  in  fancy-poultry,  who  has  con- 
tracted for  all  that  may  be  bred  this  sea- 
son, which  bears  testimony  to  their  aroto- 
ing  favour  in  public  estimation,  and  also 
that  the  returns  to.  the  breeder  will  be  most 
liberal,  in  comparison  to  their  production 
for  the  dinner-table.  The  Rouen  ducks 
lay  very  freely  if  the  cjg^gs  are  removed, 
and  the  eggs  are  readily  incubated  by  com- 
mon hens;  but  for  *^ brood sCock^^  ducks 
only  should  be  used  for  rearing  them,  or 
in  after-time  the  drakes  will  be  one  of  the 
"  most  troublesome  pests*'  in  the  whole  farm- 
stead. It  will  be  well  for  beginners  to  pay 
the  fullest  attention  to  my  last  remark,  as 
it  will  prevent  much  vexation  and  disap- 
pointment, and  perhaps  an  equally  unfa- 
vourable ebullition  of  temper  in  themselves; 
therefore,  except  for  killing,  let  the  ducks 
themselves  hatch  their  own  offspring — a 
duty  they  will  accomplish  with  careful- 


ness, perseverance,  and  success.  The  flavour 
of  the  flesh  of  the  Rouen  duck  is  realty 
most  excellent,  being  surpassed  by  none 
others  (in  my  own  individual  opinion  It  is 
unequalled)  ;  besides  which,  the  incredi- 
ble weights  attained  by  some  birds  in  this 
variety  our  public  exhibitions  will  best 
attest.  At  one  of  the  Birmingham  shows, 
a  drake  and  three  ducks  of  this  kind  were 
tested  (by  the  judges)  with  scales,  against 
all  other  kinds  then  present,  and  exceeded 
the  most  weighty  of  their  rivals  by  nearly 
four  pounds ;  their  own  weight  (though 
then  simply  taken  from  the  pond,  without 
any  ea^ra  feeding),  was  20Jlbs.  These 
same  birds  were  again  exhibited  the  fol- 
lowing year  (but  in  this  iustance  jmrposely 
fattened),  when  they  attained  the  immense 
weight  of  84  lbs.  the  four  !  On  both  these 
occasions  they  were  the  first-prize  birds. 

As  tUilify  in  clucks  is  quite  the  most  im- 
portant pointy  I  need  only  thus  refer  to 
their  great  size,  as  the  best  proof  of  their 
advantages,-^but  will  add  one  other  trait 
of  character  in  this  variety  that  will  place 
them  in  a  very  unusually  favourable  posi- 
tion,— the  ducks  closely  approximate  in  size 
to  the  drakes,  and  not  unfrequentiy  are 
the  most  weighty  of  the  two ;  whilst  in 
most  other  kinds,  the  disparity  of  size  is 
very  glaringly  obvious,  and  tells  noiuch 
against  the  value  for  consumption.  In 
respect  of  plumage,  the  Rouens  are  (in 
perfectly  well-bred  specimens)  exactly  the 
colour  of  the  common  wild  ducks,  the 
drakes  being  precisely  similar  to  the  mal- 
lard ;  therefore  their  appearance  in  a  pond 
is  extremely  prepossessing.  One  of  the 
most  general  objections  to  ducks  is  their 
sad  propensity  to  ^^  stray  away  and  get 
hst^'  more  especially  if  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  large  rivers  or  other  running 
streams ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  by  no  means 
unusual  for  parties,  when  this  has  occurred 
frequently,  to  give  up  all  desire  for  this 
really  profitable  kind  of  stock,  in  a  spirit 
of  utter  hopelessness  and  despair.  To  these 
persons  the  Rouens  will  really  prove  them- 
selves a  treasure,  for  they  are  the  most 
determined  "stayers  at  home*'  possible: 
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ihey  never  ramble  at  all  except  near  home, 
but  appear   dull  and    lethargic,    which 
I  accottnts  for  the  little  difficulty  and  ex- 
;  pense  in  feeding  ;  they  eat  no  more  than 
I  others,  and  obtain  their  very  superior  size 
'  and  weight  in  <m  equalfy  short  period  of 
I  time.  They  very  rarwy  take  wing,  as  they 
can  only  do  so  with  great  difficulty ;  and 
therefore,  I  admit,  are  a  very  easy  prey 
either   to   vermin  or  any    unprincipled 
stroller.    Their  cry,  however,  is  extraor- 
dinarily dull,  loud,  and  monotonous  (easily 
;  distinguishable  to  an  experienced  ear  from 
,  any  others),   and  when  pursued  or  dis- 
torbed,  well  calculated  to  arouse  attention 
I  in  their  owners. 

I  have  been  describing  the  true  Rouen 

([not  the  puny,  half-sized  birds,  scarcely, 

a  anv,  larger  than  the  common  ducks  we 

I,  see  daily,  and  that  are  Rouens  only  in 

name),  and  will  now  add  another  item  or 

I  two  to  their  characteristics.  I  knO'W  no 
, ,  dock  that  shows  the  abdominal  pouch  so 
, ;  conspicuously  as  the  real  Kouen,  so  much 
I  so,  that  very  frequently  I  have  seen  those 
I  kept  on  a  loose  gravelly  soil  with  all  the 

feathers  of  the  apron  worn  down  to  actual 
;  stamps.  The  eyes  are  especially  small^ 
'  and  most  deeply  seated  in  the  head,  and 
'  the  OLD  ducks  will  pouch  much  in  the 

I I  throat  (a  remarkable  looseness  in  the  skin), 
1 1  which  makes  them  look  even  larger  than 
i '  tbe^  really  are.  There  should  not  be  any 
l'  white  whatever  in  the  duclfs  plumage 
!  (though  I  have  known,  but  cannot  account 
i  for  it,  such  ducks,  when  agedy  moult  the 

flight  feathers  perfectly  white,  retaining, 

I  nevertheless,   all  the  remainder  of  their 

I  plumage  the  original  colour).    The  drakes 

j  have  a  collar  of  white  feathers  round  the 

I  neck,  as  in  the  common  wild  dretike,  and 

;  the  whole  of  their  plumage  resembles  that 

I  bird  in  every  particular.     When  it  is  con- 

j  sidered  how  great  a  pecuniary  benefit  may 

be  attained,  by  the  keeping  of  a  few  ducks, 

to  the  generad  farmer,  it  will  be  readily 

admitted  that  to  the  humble  cottager  tne 

boon  will  be  still  more  highly  valuable,  as 

ducks  speedily  arrive  at  a  condition  for 

nuirket,  and  when  there  offered  generally 


command  the  quickest  and  the  most  uni- 
versal sale  of  any  poultry  whatever;  it 
may  be  also  added,  they  are  reared  more 
readily,  and  will  eat  food  of  almost  any 
kind.  It  should  always,  however,  be  kept 
in  remembrance,  that  the  quality  of  the 
flesh  is  highlv  dependant  on  the  nature  of 
their  food  ;  theretbre  a  proper  care  on  this 
point  is  essentially  necessary.  I  feel  cer- 
tain, that  if  a  common  degree  of  care, 
attention,  and  regularity  of  feeding  are 
adopted  with  ducks,  they  will  remunerate 
the  owner  as- well  as  att^  poultry  he  may 
bring  before  the  public ;  and  I  have  thus 
briefly  endeavoured  to  show  that  the 
Rouens  will  (if  a  properly  selected  brood- 
stock)  fulfil  BVBRY  hope  and  anticipation 
of  their  owners.  £.  C. 


Gapes. — I  know  of  no  remedy  so  ef- 
fectual as  that  suggested  by  Mr.  T^et- 
meier,  viz.,  the  obliging  chickens  to  inhale 
the  fumes  of  turpentine,  which  may  be 
accomplished  by  heating  the  turp^itine 
and  placing  it  with  the  chicken  in  a 
covered  vessel  of  some  kind.  The  turpen- 
tine may  be  kept  from  contact  with  the 
chicken' by  placing  an  inverted  flower- 
pot over  the  cup  or  vessel  that  may  con- 
tain it,  or  a  feather  dipped  in  turpentine, 
and  very  carefully  introduced  into  and 
tudsted  round  in  the  windpipe— not  the 
gullet — is  equally  effectual,  and  I  think 
less  troublesome  ;  one  or  two  applications 
are  generally  sufficients— ZsfUM. 

I  HAVB  somewhere  read  of  a  machine  in 
the  United  States  of  North  America,  into 
one  end  of  which  deal  planks  and  pigs  are 
put,  which  come  out  at  the  other  in  the 
form  of  pork  sausages  and  scrubbing- 
brushes.  A  hen  should  be  looked  upon 
as  an  egg-producing  machine,  and  in  feed- 
ing her  Siis  point  should  be  especially  con- 
sidered.— Not  only  are  bones,  flesh,  and 
feathers  to  be  supjwrted,  but  eggs  are  to 
be  created  ;  and  this  last  will  not  be  done 
if  she  be  either  over  or  under  fed. — Poul- 
try Pentcdogue, 
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Aylesbury  Local  Show. 

"A  ladle  for  my  sUm  diah 
Is  aU  I  want,  is  aU  I  wish." 

Ik  aU  ages  there  seems  to  have  been  a 
likmg  for  pieces  of  plate,  and  they  have 
generally  been  chosen  as  the  reward  of 
good  deeds,  from  breeding  a  prize  pig  or 
sheep,  np  to  saving  the  crew  of  a  founder- 
ingtroop-ship. 

The  good,  hard-working,  and  ill-paid 
clergyman  receives  an  inkstand  ;  the 
secretary  of  a  benefit  society  is  presented 
with  a  snuff-box;  the  winner  oi  a  boat- 
race  has  a  cup,  the  saver  of  a  ship's  crew  a 
piece  of  plate^  with  a  long  and  well-deserved 
eulogy  written  upon  it,  and  the  chairman  of 
a  successful  railway  a  magnificent  service. 

As  it  is  our  duty  to  be  wherever  poultry 
should  be  represented,.we  were,  on  Wednes- 
day last,  at  Aylesbury,  where  the  Baroness 
Meyer  de  Rothschild  liberally  gave  a  hand- 
some silver  tea-pot  to  be  competed  for  by 
farmers  within  the  limits  of  the  baron's 
hunt.  Each  competitor  was  to  show  four 
pens  of  poultry,  and  fearing,  from  the 
celebrity  of  the  place,  too  many  ducks 
miffht  be  exhibited,  the  committee  wisely 
ordered  that  one  pen  alone  of  them  should 
be  in  each  collection. 

We  believe  it  is  the  first  time  a  prize  so 
valuable  has  been  offered  for  poultry.  The 
number  of  competitors  was  limitea  by  the 
necessary  qualification  of  farming  not  less 
than  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  that  within  a 
certain  limit.  Fourteen  entered  the  lists, 
being  the  best  amateurs  of  the  country. 
The  prize  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Edward 
Terry,  of  Aylesbury,  whose  birds  were  far 
superior  to  any  others.  Indeed,  so  good 
are  they,  that  success  attends  them 
wherever  they  go.  The  prize  lists  of 
Gloucester,  London,  and  Hitchin  will 
show  this,  and  may  comfort  the  defeated 
by  the  reflection  that,  at  least,  it  was  no 
inglorious  or  insignificant  competition. 
The  birds  of  Mr.  Kichard  Fowler  were 
deservedly  commended,  as  was  also  an 
extra  pen  of  Dorkings,  shown  by  Mr. 
Terry. 


The  great  interest  is  now  evidently 
centred  in  Dorkings.  They  attracted  most, 
and  the  best  were  certainly  two  hens  in 
Mr.  Terry's  prize  pen,  the  cock  in  his  com- 
mended pen,  and  one  hen  in  Mr.  Fowler's. 
All  the  Dorkings  were  good,  but  those  we 
have  mentioned  were  far  above  the  average, 
and  would  take  some  beating  at  any  show  in 
En^rland.  This  was  in  connection  with  an 
agricultural  society  newly  formed.  It 
was  the  ^  coup  d'esgaiy*  and  most  success- 
ful. It  will  do  much  for  the  Vale  of 
Aylesbury  Association,  which  purposes  to 
have  an  exhibition  in  August,  from  the 
birds  shown,  it  is  evident  the  amateurs  of 
the  neighbourhood  have  much  to  learn  in 
selecting  and  matching  their  fowls.  The 
common  error  of  putting  in  cross-breds 
was  common,  and  some  birds  were  only  fit 
to  be  called  cosmopolitans,  for  they  cer- 
tainly bore  proof  of  belonging  to  every 
breed  we  ever  heard  of.  These  unhappy 
creatures  consume  as  much  as  useful  ones, 
and  are  worth  nothing  after  all.  The 
Aylesbury  ducks  were  not  so  numerous  as 
we  expected  to  see  them.  The  Baroness 
de  Rothschild  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  district,  but  the  good  done  by  that 
lady  will  never  be  so  appreciated  as  it  will 
be  when  the  poultry  show  takes  place,  and 
the  birds  are  exhibited  in  distinct  classes. 
Hundreds,  who  from  circumstances  could 
not  compete  last  week,  yet  learned  a  lesson 
that  will  help  them  to  a  place  on  the  prize 
sheet  at  some  future  time.  The  judge  was 
Mr.  Edward  Hewitt,  of  Birmingham. 

Although  our  business  is  strictly  with 
poultry,  we  do  not  think  we  ought  to  be 
either  deaf  or  dumb  to  other  things  at 
these  shows,  seeing  how  closely  poultry 
and  agriculture  are  connected.  It  was 
truly  a  meeting  of  friends,  and  when  after 
dinner  the  prizes  were  awarded,  it  was 
more  than  pleasing  to  see  the  cordiality 
with  which  the  unsuccessful  hailed  every 
more  fortunate  competitor  as  he  received 
his  really  handsome  and  valuable  cup. 

It  spoke  much,  both  for  employers  and 
employed,  that  services  of  tnirty  years 
were  conmion  among  labourera,  and  the 
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snoceief 111  cow-man  had  fifty-three  years 
with  his  master.  The  prizes  for  farm  ser- 
Tants  were  also  liberal,  being  £5  each.  The 
exertions  of  the  Hon.  R.  Grimstonand 
Mr.  Hall  entitle  them  to  the  warmest 
thanks  of  all  who  were  present.  The 
former  gentleman,  as  chairman  of  the 
dinner,  was  perfect.  His  kindness  to 
every  one,  his  feeling  and  appropriate  ad- 
dresses to  the  labourers  \Aien  receiving 
their  prizes,  the  happy  manner  in  which 
he  seized  anything  that  c6uld  minister  to 
the  cheerfolness  or  comfort  of  the  company 
over  which  he  presided,  at  once  explained 
the  secret  of  his  well-deserved  and  universal 
popularity. 


Schedule  of  the  Devon  and  Exeter 
Poultry  Show. 

Ik  our  list  of  promised  poultry  shows 
we  have  already  mentioned  that  which  is 
to  be  held  at  Exeter,  on  Northernhay,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Devon  and  Exeter 
Botanical  and  Horticultural  Society.  The 
Schedule,  with  its  novel  arrangement,  is 
so  good  in  economizing  space,  that  (except 
in  using  a  small  type)  it  can  scarcely  be 
further  advantageously  condensed. 


PRIZE    LIST. 

POULTRY. 

Spanish. 
Clots.  Fint.  Second,  Third, 

1.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   30s.      15s.     7s.  6d. 

Dorking—  Coloured. 

2.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   30s.     158.     7s.  6d. 

Dorking — White. 

3.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  308.     15s.     7s.  6d. 

DoRKiKa— Chicken  0^1854. 

4.  The  best  pen  of  six  . .  15s. 

5.  The  best  pen  of  four. .     7s.  6d. 

Cochin  China — Cinnamon  or  Bufft, 

6.  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..  308.      158.     7s.  6d. 
Cochin  China— Brofpn  or  Partridge-coloured. 

7.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   30s.     15s.     7s.  6d. 


Cochin  Chiva— White. 

First.  Second.  Third. 

8.  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..  308.     15s.     78.  6d. 

Cochin  Caiv x—Chieken  q/'1854. 

9.  The  best  pen  of  six  ..  158. 

10.  The  best  pen  of  foar . .     78.  6d. 

GAMn-Slaekbreaeted,  and  other  Rede. 
U.  Cock  and  two  Hens . .  SOi.     15s. 

Game— i>ttCihMfi^t,  Greys,  and  Blues. 

12.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  30s.     15s. 

Gamb— Pt/M  and  Whites. 

13.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  308.     15s. 

N.B. — Certificates  ofMerit  will  also  be  awarded 
to  single  spedmens  of  Spanish,  Dorkinjr,  Cochin 
China,  or  Game  Fowls,  to  be  shown  in  .the  Exhi- 
bitors' own  Pens. 

Malays. 

14.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  20s.     10s.     5s.  Od. 

Hamburg —  Golden-pencilled. 

15.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   15s.     10s.     58.  Od. 

Hamburg—  Golden-spangled. 

16.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   15s.     lOs.     58.  Od. 

Hamburg — Silver-peneilled. 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   15s.     lOs.     58.  Od. 

"Qauevrq— Silver-spangled. 

18.  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..   15s.     10s.     5s.  Od. 

Vol AVD— Black  with  white  crests. 

19.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   158.     10s.     5s.  Od. 

Poland— Go  W«i. 

20.  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..   158.     lOs.     58.  Od. 

Poland— iSkVcer. 

21.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   15s.     10s.     5s.  Od. 

Barn  Door,  or  any  other  variety. 

22.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   15s.     lOs.     5s.  Od. 

Bantams—  Gold-  laced. 

23.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   10s.     5s. 

BASTAUs^Silver-laced. 

24.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   10s.     58. 

Bantams— ^ny  other  variety. 

25.  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  lOs.     5s. 


Turkeys. 
24.  Cock  and  one  Hen   . .  30s. 


15s.     7s.  6d. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


B170 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE 


I 


Gbbsb. 
i  First.  Second.  Third. 

25.  Gander  and  two  Geese  308.     156.     78.  €d. 


BvcKB^  Ay  legbury. 

26.  Drake  and  two  Ducks    15s.     10s.     5s.  Od. 

Rouen. 

27.  Drake  and  two  Dncks    158.     lOs.     58.  Od. 

Pigeons. 

28.  Pair  of  Carriers        ..   58. 

29.  Pair  of  Almond  or  Er- 

mine Tumblers     ..   5s. 

30.  Pkiir  of  Fantails        ..  58. 

31.  Pair  of  Jacobins        ..58.  < 


REQUtiATIONS. 

1.  All  Exhibitors,  not  being  members  of  the 
Society,  will  be  required  to  pay  28.  6d.  for  each 
entry,  in  the  classes  giving  first  prizes  of  15s.  and 
upwards ;  Is.  6d.  in  the  classes  giving  first  prizes 
or  7s.  6d.  or  10s. ;  and  Is.  for  the  Pigeons,  to  aid 
in  defraying  the  expenses  of  pens,  food,  &c. 
The  amoant  to  be  paid  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  at 
the  lime  of  entry. 

2.  All  entries  are  requested  to  be  made  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  on  or  oefore  Tuesday,  the  2nd 
day  of  May,  on  certificates,  which  will  be  fur- 
nished by  him  on  application.  From  the  2nd  to 
the  15th  of  May,  the  entrance-fee  will  be  doubled, 
and  no  entry  can  be  made  after  the  15th. 

3.  Members  of  the  Society  will  be  allowed  to 
compete  for  prizes  without  payment  of  any  en- 
tfsnce-fee,  if  their  entry  be  made  by  the  2nd  of 
May;  after  that  day  until  the  15th  of  May  they 
will  be  required  to  pay  a  single  entrance-fee. 

4.  Exhibitors  will,  in  all  cases,  be  re(|uired  to 
affix  a  price  at  which  they  will  sell  their  speci- 
mens, but  it  is  desired  that  the  words  "not  to 
be  sold"  may  boused,  instead  of  a  prohibitory 
price,  where  the  owners  do  not  wish  to  effect  a 
sale. 

5.  Should  any  pen  be  claimed,  a  sale  must  take 
place  through  tiie  Honorary  Secretary,  when  fire 
per  cent.  wUi  be  deducted  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  exhibition.  No  offer  will  be  accepted  until 
one  hour  after  the  admission  of  the  public,  and 
should  there  be  more  than  one  application  for 
the  same  pen  at  the  same  time,  the  highest  offer 
will  be  taken. 

6.  All  the  spedmensoompeting  for  prizes  must 
be  bond  fide  the  property  of  the  exhibitor. 


7.  The  disoovery  of  any  fifdse  statement  as  to 
proprietorship  or  possessbn  of  fowl,  or  age»  will 
DO  followed  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  prize,  and 
the  exclusion  of  the  exhibitor  making  such  false 
statement  from  all  future  exhibitions. 

8.  High  condition,  beanty  of  plumage,  and  pu- 
rity of  race*  will  be  preferred  above  mere  weifbt, 
which  latter  quality  is  to  be  considered  as  a  merit 
in  those  breeds  only  that  are  remarkable  for  their 
size,  as  the  Spanish,  Dorking,  Malay,  and  Cochin 
China. 

9.  It  is  requested  that  the  ages  of  the  Bped- 
mens,  unleaB  unknown,  may  be  stated  on  the 
certificates. 

10.  The  exhibition  will  not  be  limited  to  any 
particular  district ;  and  facilities  will  be  afforded 
to  professed  dealers  for  the  sale  of  specimens, 
subject  to  the  deduction  named  in  Rule  5. 

11.  Persons  exhibiting  as  dealers  to  affix 
prices,  and  pay  an  entrance-fee  of  3s.  for  each 
pen  not  exceeding  six  specimens,  such  specimens 
to  be  entered  and  paid  for,  in  accordance  with 
Rule  2. 

12.  The  judges  will  be  empowered  to  withhold 
a  prize,  or  prizes,  in  any  of  the  classes  in  which 
m  specimens  are  of  an  inferior  quality. 

13.  Exhibiton  are  particularly  requested  to 
examine  the  prize  list  and  regulations,  as  any 
imperfect  entry,  with  regard  to  classes  or  other- 
wise, will  exclude  the  exhibitor  from  competing 
for  the  prizes. 

14.  AJl  the  specimens  intended  for  exhibition 
must  be  at  the  place  of  exhibition  on  Wednesday, 
the  17th  of  May,  or  they  will  not  be  admitted. 
Baskets,  hampers,  &c.,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Honorary  Secretary,  and  the  carriage  in  every 
case  to  be  previously  paid  by  the  exhibitor. 

15.  All  letters  addressed  to  the  Honorary  Se- 
cretary, requiring  a  reply,  to  contain  a  fully 
directed  stamped  envelope. 

16.  All  prizes  and  the  amount  of  sales  will  be 
paid  at  any  hour  during  the  second  day,  on  ap- 
plication to  the  Honorarv  Secretary. 

17.  The  greatest  possible  attention  vriU  be  paid 
to  insure  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  birds,  by 
the  engagement  of  experienced  feeders,  and  the 
provision,  of  food. 

18.  Exhibitors,  not  members  of  the  Society, 
will  be  furnished  with  tickets  of  admission  to  the 
exhibition  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  their 
entrance-fees  paid. 

19.  The  exhibition  will  be  subject  to  such  fur- 
ther regulations,  or  bye-laws,  as  the  Committee 
ma^  find  it  expedient  to  adopt,  of  which  due 
notice  will  be  given. 

Thomas  Wilmam  Gray, 

Hob.  See. 
22,  Cathedral-yaid,  Exeter. 
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^t  €hJist's  f  ttter-^M. 


I     EBPLY  TO  *' TRISTRAM  SHANDY,      OF  HULL. 

I  With  your  permission,  I  must  reply  to 
;  the  statement  of  "Tristram  Shandy"  in 
the  "Poultry  Chronicle"  for  Apnl  the 
I  5th,  in  which  he  very  confidently  asserts, 
i  that  a  completely  laced  tail  in  the  Sehright 
!  Bantam  *'is  the  very  touchstone  of  per- 
I  faction,  and  is  never  seen  but  in  first-rate 
specimens;*'  adding,  "my  life  upon  it 
.  (with  such  a  tail),  the  bird  is  perfection  in 
!  lacing  in  all  other  parts  ;"  and  in  conclu- 
,  sion,  writes,  "  this  is  strong  evidence, 
I  sorely." 

It  would  indeed  be  strong  evidence  if  it 

,  were  borne  out  by  facts ;  and  although  I 

I  myself  feel  rather  more  inclined  to  enjoy 

the  comforts,  and  also  struggle  with  the 

I  difficulties,    of  this    world    still    a  little 

I  longer,  than  stake  my  life  on  the  colour  or 

,  markings   of   a  Bantam's   tail-feather,  I 

I  candidly  confess  I  do  not  feel  convinced 

<  with  simple  assertion  when  directly  opposed 

'  to  some  twenty-five  years  of  most  rigidly 

,  observant  investigation  and  experience.   I 

have  oft-times  seen  Sebrights  partiallv,  and 

I  sometimes  even  wholly,  "spangled"  m  the 

hody,  that  were  perfection  in  the  "  lacings  " 

of  the  tail,  and  others  as  perfectly  clear  in 

the  ground  colour  of  the  tall,  and  as  truly 

"laced "  ^as  the  most  fastidious  amateur 

could  possibly  desire)  in  those  feathers,  that 

were  almost  altogether  without  any  lacings 

,  on  the  breast,  and  some  few  that  degene- 

I  rated  to  a  half-spangled,  half-laced  feather 

on  the  shoulders. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  your  correspon- 

ident,  "Tristram  Shandy,"  "that  it  is  a 

difficult  matter  to  get  the  tail  laced  clearly 

and  distinctly."     It  certainly  is  difficult : 

it  is  of  rare  occurrence,  and  although 

1  am  now  in  possession  of  very  many  of 

the  principal    first-prize  Sebnghts,   that 

I  have  of  late  years  figured  in  our  poultry 

I  exhibitions    (even   when   defended  by  a 

price  that  appeared  prohibitory,  such  as 

^e  or  four  guineas  each  bird),  I  cannot, 


in  the  very  few  wrhose  tails  are  so  laced, 
select  so  thoroughly  well-marked  fowls  all 
over  as  I  can  among  those  whose  tail- 
feathers  are  only  "  tipped."  These  birds 
are  now  the  best  living  testimonies  in  proof 
of  my  assertions,  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  degeneracy  to  "  spanp^led  "  feathers  is 
the  very  dread  of  all  Sebright  breeders. 

Your  correspondent  seems  to  have  quite 
erroneously  judged  my  remarks,  as  to  the 
care  taken  by  Sebright  Bantams  of  different 
varieties  of  chickens.  These  statements 
were  made  naturally  and  altogether  exclu- 
sively of  the  individual  chickens  hatched 
by  the  Bantam  hen  herself,  for  she  would 
indeed  be  a  "model  nurse,"  that  would 
permit  the  approaches  of  chicks  that  were 
complete  strangers ;  it  is  not  what  I  ever 
hoped  for,  or  intended  to  convey  to  your 
readers  in  my  former  communication. 
True  it  is,  any  hen  will  act  rashly  by 
"stranger  chickens,"  more  especially  if 
they  should  be  farther  advanced  to  ma- 
turity than  her  own  brood  ;  for  the  attempt 
under  such  circumstances  to  join  various 
hatches,  would  certainly  entail  a  repetition 
of  the  troubles  so  graphically  pointed  out 
by  "  Tristram  Shandy."  E.  H. 


Mb.  Editor,— My  condemnation  was 
certainly  stoeeping;  but  Mr.  Fairlie's  high 
character  is  too  well  known  by  those  who 
know  anything  of  him  to  render  his  ex- 
culpation of  himself  necessary ;  in  fact,  the 
rule  adopted  by  him  speaks  for  itself  and 
renders  any  further  remark  of  mine  quite 
unnecessary.  I  would  also  remark  that 
I  have  found  other  egg-sellers  equally 
honourable  in  their  transactions.  I  think 
it  right  to  say  this  much,  because  I  do  not 
wish  to  have  it  supposed  that  all  egs^- 
sellers  are  alike  "  rascals ;"  the  honourable 
exceptions  are  sufficient  to  prove  that  such 
an  opinion  would  be  unjust  in  the  highest 
degree.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  repeat 
my  conviction  that  egg-sellers  as  a  body 
do  not — to  use  the  mUdest  language — act 
in  that  honourable  manner  which  ought  to 
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characterize  the  dealings  of  gentlemen ;  and 
that  I  am  not  alone  in  tms  opinion,  the 
letters  contained  in  yoiir  last  numher  fully 
prove. 

I  DO  not  yield  in  honesty  of  purpose  to 
Mr.  Fairlie,  and  had  my  charge  been 
against  an  individual,  I  should  have  con- 
sidered it  an  act  of  meanness  to  withhold 
my  name ;  as  it  was,  I  considered  it  quite 
unnecessary  to  give  it ;  for,beinga  very  insig- 
nificant person,  and  quite  unknown  in  the 
poultry  world,  I  thought  an  anonymous 
signature  would  answer  all  the  purposes 
for  which  my  letter  was  written ;  out  as  a 
guarantee  of  my  good  faith,  I  enclose  you 
my  card,  which  you  are  at  perfect  liberty 
to  forward  to  any  one  requesting  it. — ^Yours, 
faithfully,  Zenas. 


BLACK    SPANISH. 

A  SUGGESTION  was  thrown  out  in  a 
recent  number  of  the  "  Poultrv  Chronicle," 
that  each  variety  of  fowl  should  be  de- 
scribed accurately,  and  its  qualities  set 
forth  in  a  series  of  papers  by  different 
amateurs.  The  plan,  it  properly  carried 
out,  would  supply  a  mass  of  useful  infor- 
mation on  a  subject,  which,  in  spite  of  all 
that  lias  been  written  on  it  hitherto,  is 
still  obscure  to  most  persons. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  Black 
Spanish  have  the  merit,  if  not  of  being 
original,  at  least  of  embodying  the  results 
of  the  observations  of  the  best-known 
breeders  of  the  day.  The  cock  bird  should 
be  sturdy,  and  as  short  on  the  leg  as  pos- 
sible ;  his  back  from  tail  to  neck  snort,  the 
tail  large  and  full.  He  should  weigh  not 
less  than  6  lbs. :  his  comb  should  be  single, 
perfectly  upright,  evenly  serrated,  of  a 
rich  bright  coral  tint,  without  any  mark 
or  excrescence  on  it  whatever.  The  head 
is  rather  large  ;  the  spurs  long  and  sharp, 
and  the  bearing  and  carriage  proud  and 
high.  The  face  should  commence  from 
where  the  cowJ  ioins  on  to  the  head,  and 
must  extend  downwards  (yeer  and  arotmd 
the  eye  till  it  meet  the  white  ear  lobe.  The 
hue  must  be   of  the  purest  milk-white. 


without  black  or  red  markings  of  any 
sort. 

.  The  colour  required  for  the  legs  is  still 
a  moot  point  even  among  confessed  judges 
— ^some  contend  for  white,  others  for  bluish 
legs.  Almost  all  London  fanciers  urge  the 
former,  and  it  must  be  conceded  that,  where 
obtained, it  counts  a  point  in  favour  of  a  pen 
of  birds  at  a  show.  But  on  no  account 
must  a  pen  with  divers  coloured  legs  be 
exhibited  ;  it  would  almost  certainly  be 
disqualified,  and  all  blue  legs  are  far  better 
than  a  mixture  of  blue  and  white.  The 
point  is  a  minor  one,  being  secondary  to 
the  rules  as  to  size,  comb,  and  face  ;  but 
in  a  nearly  contested  struggle,  all  may 
hinge  on  it,  and  woe  be  to  the  exhibitor 
whose  bird's  legs  are  not  of  one  colour. 

The  majority  of  the  remarks  as  to  the 
cock,  apply  to  the  hen :  the  same  regula- 
tions as  to  face  and  legs  hold  in  both.  The 
comb  of  the  hen  differs  from  that  of  the 
cock  only  in  its  lapping  over  the  eye.  An 
upright-combed  hen  is  as  unsightly  as  a 
falling-combed  cock.  At  all  times  of  the 
year — even  when  the  hen  does  not  lay,  and 
the  comb  consequently  but  small — it  may 
be  ascertained  whether  it  will  be  upright 
or  not ;  for  if  it  be  upright  when  rucumen- 
tary,  the  purchaser  may  rely  that  when 
larger,  in  the  egg  season,  it  will  also  be  so. 

The  tail  of  the  hen  should  be  square, 
and  set  on  upright ;  the  weight  must  not  be 
under  5  lbs.  It  must  be  specially  observed, 
that  the  slightest  approach  to  coarseness  in 
either  cock  or  hen  must  be  discountenanced, 
even  if  at  tlie  expense  of  size ;  for  in  no 
class  of  fowls  is  quality  more  requisite 
and  more  appreciated  than  in  Spanish. 

A.  J.  H. 


POLLARD  FOR  FOWLS. 

Sir,— Will  "  Gus"  state  the  weight  of  a  ! 
bushel  of  pollard,  and  where  it  is  to  be  I 
purchased  at  2s.  per  bushel,  as  T  am  pay-  I 
ing  Is.  6d.  per  score.    I  throw  a  little  lard 
or  kitchen  grease  into  it  before  I  scald  the 
pollard,  and  mix  it  so  as  to  be  crumbly. 
My  opinion  is,  that  there  is  no  better  feed 
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for  them  in  the  mornings  the  pollard 
containing  oily  gluten,  starch,  albumen, 
and  a  sweet  kind  of  mucilage,  and  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  gluten,  if  not  similar, 
has  a  very  near  alUance  to  animal  sub- 
stances ;  gluten  is  found  in  the  sap  of  the 
hous^^reen,  cabbage,  and  most  of  the  cruci- 
form plants.  If  the  pollard  was  (a  little) 
torrefied  it  would  then  be  more  nutritious, 
British  gum  being  formed,  it  would  make 
it  easier  of  digestion,  and  more  nutritious. 
Sir,  yours,  &c.  J.  L. 
Macclesfield,  April  8, 1854. 


THE  rats'  DBPARTURB. 

,  Mr.  Editob, — In  our  little  room  sat  my 
master.  I  lay  curled  at  his  feet.  The 
"  Poultry  Chronicle"  is  brought,  cut,  and 
my  master,  as  is  his  wont,  reads  aloud. 

"A  Chapter  on  Rats."  What's  that? 
In  an  instant  I  was  up,  and  peering 
anxiously  into  his  face,  a  conversation 
that  took  place  some  two  years  back  was 
brought  vividly  before  me,  and,  with  your 
permission,  I  will  briefly  tell  it. 

You  must  know,  sir,  I  am  on  the  best 
'  terms  with  the  denizens  of  my  master's 
poultry  yard,  and  being,  as  I  once  heard 
say,  an  excellent  ratter,  on  aU  occasions 
I  was  allowed  admission  to  the  yards  and 
roosts,  and  frequently  called  with  a  well- 
known  whistle  to  enjoy  my  favourite  hunt 
of  an  enemy  to  the  feathered  community. 

A  friend  of  my  master's  came  to  inspect 
his  stock  ;  I  accompanied  the  two.  After 
the  notice  of  the  birds  and  their  points, 
my  master  complained  of  his  losses  oy  the 
rats— eggs  purloined,  sitting  hens  disturbed, 
chicks  and  ducklings  missmg  (the  choicest 
of  the  lots  fall  a  prey  to  tne  depredator 
generally)  in  spite  of  ferrets  and  traps. 

I  may  here  mention  his  favourite  trap, 
called  '*  the  horseshoe  rat-trap."  **  Well," 
said  his  friend,  ^*  I  have  heard  that  a 
gentleman,  similarly  situated,  got  rid  of  all 
his  rats."  "  Indeea  I  but  how  1"  was  the 
question.  "  Ah  I "  thought  I,  "  woe  is 
me  I  my  sport  will  be  destroyed,  these  ex- 


citing hunts  will  be  at  an  end."  "  Why," 
said  his  friend,  *^  he  noticed  that  some  gas- 
tar,  which  had  been  accidentally  upset  into 
one  of  the  favourite  runs,  caused  that 
haunt  to  be  at  once  vacated. 

'^  He  caught  an  old  fellow,  well  besmeared 
him  with  the  perfumed  liquid,  and  sent 
him  on  a  mission  to  his  brethren,  who  took 
his  advice  and  made  their  exit." 

To  cut  my  story  short — ^my  master  pro- 
cured a  quantity  of  this  cheap  commodity, 
poured  some  into  every  rat-nole,  till  the 
enemy  made  for  other  quarters,  and  but 
very  rarely  am  I  now  roused  from  my 
lethargy  to  engage  in  the  old  sport. 

My  time  now  hanging  heavily  on  my 
laws,  I  have  been  bold  enough  to  appear 
'or  the  first  time  in  print.  Hoping  to  receive 
your  indulgence,  with  kind  bow-wows, 
I  remain,  Sir,  yours, 

Nettlb. 


fc 


BRAHMA  POOTRAS. 

Sir, — So  much  has  been  said  respecting 
the  Brahma'  Pootra  fowls,  and  such  a 
variety  of  opinions  given  as  to  whether 
they  are  a  distinct  breed  or  not,  that  I  will 
venture  to  say  a  little  respecting  thenu 
That  they  are"  a  distinct  breed  there  is  not 
the  least  doubt,  for  long  before  they  were 
imported  into  this  country,  a  brother  of 
mine,  who  has  been  much  in  India,  in* 
formed  me  of  them,  and  pointed  out  most 
particularly  the  advantages  they  possessed 
over  the  Cochin  Chinas.  I  have  now 
several  of  these  birds  in  my  possession, 
both  of  the  dark  and  light  variety.  Some 
months  since,  my  brother  visited  me,  and 
on  being  shown  the  birds,  at  once  pro- 
nounced them  to  be  the  same  as  those  he 
had  seen  in  India ;  and  he  further  states 
that  there  are  two  distinct  varieties  as  to 
colour  and  shape, — the  one  being  dark  and 
straight  in  form,  with  few  feathers  on  the 
legs, — the  other,  with  white  body,  black 
tail  and  wing  feathers,  the  neck  delicately 

Eencilled,  bright   yellow    legs,  generally 
eavily  feathered ;  the  neck,  tail,  and  back 
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forming  a  half  circle.    The  comb  in  each 
variety  should  be  straight  and  single. 

In  the  third  number  of  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle,"  a  "Non-Exhibitor*'  states, 
that,,  in  his  opinion,  the  birds  imported 
from  America  are  spurious,  being  cross- 
bred. That  many  birds,  have  been  brought 
therefrom  of  inferior  quality  I  admit,  and 
very  likely  a  "  Non-Exhibitor  "  may  have 
seen  some  such ;  but  it  is  quite  erroneous  to 
suppose  that,  because  the  Brahma  Pootra  is 
not  a  native  of  the  United  States,  no  good 
birds  can  be  had  therefrom.  As  well  may 
we  say  there  are  no  pure  Cochin  Chinas  or 
Black  Spanish  in  England,  for  they  are 
not  natives  of  this  country.  I  have  seen 
nearly  all  the  birds  which  have  been  im- 
ported from  America,  and  many  of  those 
from  India,  and  I  must  say  that  many  of 
the  finest  specimens  at  present  in  this 
country  are  from  the  States,  independent 
of  those  sent  to  her  Majesty.  Tnere  is 
little  doubt  but  that  as  the  Brahma  Pootras 
become  more  generally  known,  they  will 
stand  A  1.  Their  appearance  is  most 
pleasing,  their  flesh  white  and  delicate. 
They  are  superior  to  most  birds  in  size, 
and  their  eggs  are  second  to  none  for  size 
and  flavour ;  and,  as  stated  by  Mr.  P.  Jones 
in  your  sixth  number,  the  hens  are  not  so 
prone  to  sit  as  the  Cochins. 

There  is  an  evident  desire  on  the  part  of 
Cochin  breeders  to  put  a  stop  to  the  rapid 
advance  to  favour  made  by  the  Brahma  ' 
Pootras ;  but  it  is  useless,  for  they  have  ' 
everything  to  recommend  them.  Only 
give  them  a  fair  fleld  and  no  favour,  and 
they  will  soon  place  in  the  shade  their 
buff  opponents. — I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient 
servant  G.  B. 


T&EATMENT  OF  6APBS. 

Sir, — In  one  of  the  numbers  of  your 
useful  publication,  I  see  that  a  correspon- 
dent calls  the  gapes  "an  incurable  disease." 
A«  I  have  yearly  reared  a  large  number 
of  chickens,  I  think  it  right  to  state  that  I 
have  found  spirits  of  turpentine,  if  not  a 
spedflc,  at  least  an  almost  certain  remedy 


for  this]  complaint.  I  have  administered 
it  in  two  ways,  and  both  successfully. 
First,  with  chickens  of  larger  growth,  by 
dipping  a  feather  in  the  spirit  and  passing 
it  down  and  turning  it  round  in  the  throat 
of  the  patient,  by  which  means  the  little 
worm  causing  the  complaint  is  sometimes 
extracted,  but  nearly  alwavs  destroyed ; 
and  secondly,  with  young  birds,  dropping 
a  few  very  small  crumbs  of  bread  satu- 
rated with  the  spirit  into  their  pens,  which, 
if  hungry,  they  will  pick  up  quickly.  I 
know  a  gentleman,  a  very  large  breeder  of 
fowls,  wno  always  gives  his  chickens,  at 
six  weeks  old,  wheat  steeped  in  turpen- 
tine. This  is  given  to  them  once  in  the 
morning  when  fasting,  and  as  a  prevention 
against,  instead  of  waiting  for,  the  arrival 
of  gapes.  I  may  trouble  ^rou  again  on  this 
and  other  subjects  relating  to  poultry, 
should  you  think  further  communication 
likely  to  prove  interesting  to  your  readers. 
—I  am  yours,  obediently,  D.  B. 

Brislington,  April  7th,  1854. 


Sir, — In  No.  6  of  your  useful  "Poultry 
Chronicle,"  A.  B.  wishes  to  be  informed 
how  to  catch  the  rats  infesting  his  premises. 
Now  I  think  prevention  is  always  better 
than  cure.  For  a  number  of  years  I  have 
been  an  amateur  of  poultry,  and  have,  at 
the  present  time,  thirteen  distinct  varieties, 
and  as  many  separate  places  for  them,  to 
keep  each  variety  by  itself.  My  houses 
were  overrun  by  the  common  rat,  I  had  a 
ffreat  number  of  fine  chickens  destroyed 
by  them,  and  endeavoured  by  every  means 
I  could  think  of  to  catch  or  poison  my 
enemies,  yet  their  numbers  did  not  de- 
crease.  Now,  for  the  prevention  of  more 
coming,  as  well  as  to  drive  away  the 
legions  I  already  had,  I  bought  two 
guinea-pigs,  put  them  into  a  box  about 
a  yard  and  a  quarter  long,  half  a  yard 
broad,  and  one  quarter  of  a  yard  deep, 
with  wire  at  the  end  and  one  side.    I 
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'  keep  the  box  and  pigs  a  week  or  two  in 
one  department  of  poultry,  and  then 
remoTe  them  to  another,  and  I  suppose, 
f^m  their  peculiar  squeak,  the  rats  have 
entirely  vanished ;  I  have  neither  seen 
nor  heard  one  for  several  years, — in  fact, 

:    not  since  I  have  tried  this   cheap  and 
intereeting  substitute. — Yours, 

Salvia. 
[If  any  other  amateur  should  try  this 
plan,  we  should  be  pleased  to  hear  if  it 
ag«un  proves  as  successful.— Ed.] 


KOTBS  OK  PAST  KUMBEBS, — Continued, 
I  CAN  give  an  instance  of  the  way 
in  which  the  good  nature  of  amateurs 
may  be  imposed  upon,  in  addition  to  the 
warning  adduced  by  E.  C,  pp.  66  and  67. 
A  lady  of  my  acquaintance  received  last 
autumn  a  letter  from  a  person  who  repre- 
sented himself  as  having  settled  in  Ireland, 
and  very  desirous  of  ameliorating  the  con- 
dition of  the  peasantry  in  his  neighbour- 
hood by  improving  their  poultry,  &c.  He 
inclosed  some  tailor-like  ^  snips,"  denoting 
the  size  of  Irish  eggs  in  general,  and  those 
of  county  Cork  in  particular,  and  con- 
dnded  with  asking  her  to  give  him  some 
eggs,  and  to  interest  others  in  his  benefi- 
cent undertaking.  Owing  to  circumstances 
into  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  enter, 
the  ajmlication  was  made  in  vain,  the  more 
especially  as  the  season  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced for  hatching.  The  reason  of  the 
subject  now  recurring  to  my  mind  is  the 
fftct  that  I  have  recently  met  an  Irishman 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  appli- 
cant, and  from  him  I  learned  quite  enough 
to  sattrfy  me  that  his  conduct  was  very 
little  more  distinterested  than  that  of  the 
individuals  mentioned  by  E.  C.  Let  ama- 
teurs be  cautious  of  unknown  poultry 
regenerators. 

Fermit  me  to  impress  upon  the  Com- 
mittee of  Poultry  Shows  the  necessity  of 
securing  the  preservation  of  the  eggs  £rom 
the  hands  of  thieves.  The  following  case 
has  recently  come  to  my  knowledge.    In 


the  autumn  of  1853,  a  fellow  stole  an  egg 
from  a  pen  of  the  finest  cockerel  and  pul- 
lets of  the  buff  Cochin  China  breed  that  I 
ever  saw.    The  eggy  though  laid  by  a  mere 

EuUet,  produced  a  cockerel  that,  though 
atched  so  late  in  the  season,  and  badly 
l»:ought  up,  sold  for  a  pound  in  the  sub- 
sequent spring,  and  it  will  probably  be 
the  father  of  a  *^  fine  young  family"  this 
year. 

The  story  of  the  bantams  at  p.  71,  by  E., 
like  that  of  the  double-yoked  eggs,  de- 
serves to  be  authenticated  more  fully  in  its 
Earticulars.  The  statement  would  come 
ome  to  my  mind  with  more  of  the  force 
of  a  quotable  fact  if  the  writer  had  said 
that  the  circumstances  occurred  on  Mr. 
A.'s  estate  at  B. 

I  can  confirm  the  probability  of  his  story 
by  my  own  experience,  and  so  might  any 
one  who  has  recently  (within  the  last 
ten  or  fifteen  years)  visited  the  island  of 
Ascension,  where  fowl  quite  wild  may  be 
shot  like  partridges.  In  the  Australian 
colonies,  too,  I  have  known  them,  when  not 
looked  after,  take  to  a  half  wild  life  in  the 
bush,  and  even  to  building  in  somewhat 
lofty  trees.  For  my  part,  I  am  quite  con- 
vinced that  fowls  (and  especially  the  game 
breed)  might  be  turned  out  into  covers 
where  pheasants  will  not  stay,  and  the 
same  opinion  has  been  made  public  by  one 
of  our  numerous  authors  on  poultry. 

M.  S.,  pp.  71  and  72,  might  like  to  hear 
what  were  the  contents  of  the  crop  of  three 
wood-pigeons  that  I  once  shot.  The  fall 
of  one  of  the  birds  burst  open  the  crop,  so 
that  it  is  not  unlikely  but  that  some  of  its 
load  was  spilled,  but  I  nevertheless  secured 
forty-four  and  a  half  acorns  of  the  ever- 
green oak.  On  another  occasion  I  took 
twenty-nine  and  a  half  common  acorns 
from  the  crops  of  two  pheasants. 

As  regards  Jersey  poultry,  when  I  was 
there  in  the  autumn  of  1851,  the  only  thing 
that  I  saw  worth  noticing  as  a  curiosity 
was  a  solitary  hen  of  the  variety  known  as 
the  "  Jumper."  It  was  the  only  specimen 
I  ever  saw,  vras  very  short  indeed  in  the 
legs,  and  progressed,  like  the  sparrow,  by 
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hopping.  Jersey  poultry,  and  indeed  every- 
thing that  does  not. appertain  to  cows,  is 
sadly  neglected.  T.'s  egg  experiment-,  p.  80, 
is  not  quite  in  accordance  with  theohjects  of 
the  "  Poultry  Chronicle."  Since  you  have 
admitted  it,  1  will  give  another.  Take  an 
egg  between  the  middle  finger  and  thumb, 
with  the  forefinger  on  either  end  of  it,  and 
the  egg  may  be  bowled,  or  jerked  under- 
hand, over  a  piece  of  turf,  with  as  much 
safety  as  if  it  were  a  cricket  ball. 

Alector. 


TO   THE   EDITOR   OP  THE    "POULTRY 
CHRONICLE." 

Sir, — ^I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  second  Mr. 
Fairlie's  protest  against  the  unfair  conclu- 
sions urged  by  ^^Zenas"  in  his,  doubtless, 
well-intentioned,  warning  to  your  readers 
on  the  subject  of  "  bought  eggs."  His  con- 
demnation of  the  practice  of  purchasing 
eggs,  however  strongly  supported  by  his 
own  experience,  is,  I  am  convinced,  and  as 
I  believe  hundreds  of  amateurs  could  at- 
test, much  too  sweeping  and  unqualified. 
And  the  fact  of  his  own  miserable  failures 
ought  not,  I  submit,  to  be  taken  as  by 
any  means  an  exemplification  of  the 
general  experience  on  this  point.  For  my- 
self, I  can  say  with  truth  that,  as  a  pur- 
chaser of  eggs  in  past  years,  where  I  have 
procured  them  either  from  amateurs  known 
to  me,  or  from  others  whose  name  and  po- 
sition were  a  good  guarantee  for  common 
honesty,  I  have  found  the  hatching  very 
little  different  from  that  of  eggs  from  my 
own  yard,  and  the  quality  of  Qie  produce 
in  such  cases  has  been  as  good  as  could  be 
reasonably  expected  by  one  whose  antici- 
pations did  not  carry  him  the  absurd  length 
of  supposing  that  because  the  eggs  were 
from  superior  birds  all  the  offispring  must 
necessarily  be  so.  One  instance  of  success, 
among  others,  occurs  to  me  as  being  apropos, 
to  the  editor  of  the  very  useful  and  timely 
little  publication,  from  whom  I  recollect 
procuring  a  dozen  eggs,  wliich,  having 
travelled  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  produced  eleven  strong  chicks.    I 


have  not  always  been  so  fortunate,  how- 
ever, and  must  acknowledge  to  have  been 
favoured  on  one  or  two  occasions,  from 
doubtful  sources,  with  some  of  those  curi- 
ous specimens,  which,  being  incautiously 
meddled  with  by  the  expectant  purchaser, 
at  the  date  of  the  chickens  being  due,  are 
apt  to  frighten  one  of  weak  nerves  out  of 
aU  propriety,  by  suddenly  bursting  with  a 
loud  explosion,  and  emitting  thereupon  an 
odour  scarcely  less  potent  I  imagine,  in  its 
effects  on  the  senses,  than  the  celebrated 
**  Bouleta  asphyxiants^'  of  the  Russians, 
of  which  we  have  lately  heard  such  dread- 
ful tales. 

As  a  seller  of  eggs,  I  can,  with  equal 
truth,  affirm  that  those  I  have  disposed  of 
have,  generally  speaking,  been  as  success- 
ful, or  very  nearly  so,  as  those  set  at  home ; 
much,  however,   depends   on  the  time  of 
year  the  eggs  are  sent,  and  more  still  on 
the  nature  of  each  particular  season.   Last 
season  was  acknowledged  to  be  an  unpre- 
cedentedly  bad  one  for  all  the  operations 
of  sitting  and  hatching,  particularly  in  the 
earlier  months,   and   then  complaints  of 
bad  luck  were  everywhere  rife  with  both 
sellers  and  buyers.    This  season,  on  the 
contrary,  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most 
propitious  we  have  had  for  many  a  year, 
as  well  for  the  fertility  of  the  eggs,  the 
steadiness  with  which  the  hens  sit,  and  the 
comparative  ease  and  certainty  with  which 
a  large  proportion  of  the  eggs  hatch  out« 
Such  at  least  has  been  the  case  so  far  with 
my  own  Bramahs,  the  only  breed  of  which 
I  have  had  any  experience  this  year ;  and 
from  the  fact  of  no  coinplaints  having  as 
yet  reached  me,  I  think  1  may  venture  to 
say  that  it  has  not  been  much  otherwise 
with  the  eggs  I  have    disposed   of.     In 
the  only  three  instances  in  which  I  have 
been  informed  of  the  result,   one  was  a 
small  sitting  of  eight,  sent  much  too  early 
to  escape  many  risks  of  failure  incident  to 
very  early  hatching  ;  from  these  the  pro- 
duce was  four  live  chicks,  two  dead,  and 
two  eggs  addled  :  the  next  was  from  a  lady 
in  Ireland,   who,   a   fortniglit  after    the 
hatching,  wrote  to  say  that  she  had  then  a 
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'  I  live  chick  from  every  egg  I  had  sent  her. 
1 1  The  third  report  was  from  an  amateur,  to 
i  whom  I  had    sent   twenty-six  eggs,  and. 
\  who  informed  me  that  from  them  he  had 
j  i  twenty-three  live  chicks,  one  crashed  hy 
1 1  the  hen  in  the  nest,  and  one  dead  in  the 
I  egg,  the  twenty-sixth  egg  heing  addled. 
I  In  this  case,  besides  nearly  one  hundred 
I  miles  of  railway  conveyance,  the  hamper 
I  had  to  travel  some  twenty  by  omnibus, 
'  the  most  trying  to  the  productiveness  of 
I  eggs  of  perhaps  any  mode  of  conveyance. 
,     So  far  am  I  then  from  agreeing  with 
I  "Zenas,"  that  I  conscientiously  beli  eve  that, 
1  by  adopting  a  few  necessary  precautions, 
travelled  eggs  will,  in  a  favourable  season 
like  the  present,  yield  an  almost  equal 
number  of  chickens  with  eggs  from  the 
same  source  hatched  at  home.    The  pre- 
cautions I  would  insist  on  are  briefly  these 
—a  first-rate  run  for  the  birds  producing 
*^®  ®gg8>  with  cocks  in  the  proportion  of 
,  about  one  to  four  hens ;  the  eggs,  when  sent, 
not  to  be  more  tlian  a  week  old,  and  packed 
,  in  some  elastic    medium,    such  as  in  a 
hamper  with  bay ;  the  eggs  to  be  placed  at 
once  under  the  hen  on  tneir  arrival,  and 
the  situation  of  the  nest  to  be  always  either 
I  on  a  stone,  brick,  or,  best  of  all,  an  earthen 
floor.  .  W.  C.  G. 


WEST  KENT  SHOW. 

Mr.  Editor, — I  feel  already  as  if  you 
and  I  were  old  friends.  I  am  at  home 
with  you,  and  therefore  write  again.  I 
know  you  will  excuse  that  I  mention  my 
brother  so  often  (but  we  are  orphans,  and 
I  am  very  fond  of  him).  He  says  I  have 
the  cacoethes  scrihendi;  but,  with  all  his 
knowledge,  he  is  wrong — ^it  is  not  the 
writing  I  care  about,  but  I  do  love  to  see 
myself  in  print :  and  then  I  like  to  read 
the  letters  addressed  to  me,  and  I  often 
think  to  myself,  "What  sort  of  a  person 
do  they  imagine  me  to  be?'*  You  can 
print  or  reject  my  effusions,  and  I  promise 
yon  I  shall  not  be  offended  ;  but  so  long  as 
i  you  nrint>  I  shall  write.  I  told  you  in  my 
last  I  had  exhibited,  and  had  been  com- 


mended. I  was  at  the  West  Kent  Show, 
at  Famingham.  Can  you  tell  me  if  there 
will  be  another  ?  I  never  enjoyed  myself 
more  than  I  did  on  that  occasion.  Such  a 
show  of  floWers,  of  no  ordinary  merit,  a 
great  display  of  choice  poultry,  and  the 
artiUery-band,  all  in  the  open  air.  I  wish, 
Mr.  Editor,  you  would  inform  me  if  there 
will  be  another,  and  whether  the  Prize 
List  is  out  ? — ^Yours, 

Maria. 
[The  Show  is  appointed  for  June. — Ed.] 


COCHIN  CHINA  TOWLS. 

Sir,— *Last  November  I  purchased  a  buflF 
cockerel  and  puUet  of  the  above  breed. 
The  pullet  commenced  laying  on  the  4th 
of  January,  and  laid  forty-six  eggs  in 
forty-nine  days ;  she  then  became  broody, 
and  I  allowed  her  to  sit  Tnot  sety  as  C.  J.  W . 
calls  it) ;  she  hatchea  seven  chickens, 
which  are  now  three  weeks  old.  On  the 
3rd  instant  she  commenced  layins^  again. 
Little  can  be  said  of  her  good  qualities  as 
a  mother,  for  she  will  often  leave  them  for 
some  time,  and  if  they  utter  their  cry,  she 
seems  quite  unconcerned  about  them.  In 
fact,  the  cockerel  is  much  more  attentive 
than  the  hen. 

As  layers  and  sitters,  they  deserve  com- 
mendation ;  but,  as  I  have  before  stated,  I 
do  not  give  them  credit  for  being  good 
mothers, 

Gallus. 


Mrs.  Mart  Wedlakk  is  constantly 
propounding  the  following  question  to  the 
public,  "Do  you  bruise  your  horses'  oats?" 
and  before  any  one  has  time  to  answer  it, 
she  invariably  subjoins  the  reply,  "  If  not, 
you  lose  one-third."  Taking  the  hint, 
I  have  for  a  long  time  adapted  the  practice 
of  giving  to  my  fowls  meal  in  preference 
to  entire  grain,  of  which  they  have  but  a 
small  quantity  daily  by  way  of  variety  in 
their  feeding,  as  I  consider  change  of  diet 
most  desirable. — Poultry  Pentalogue» 
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Thb  following  advertisement  is  taken 
from  the  Melbourne  "Argus,"  for  Tuesday, 
January  24th,  1854: — "Cochin  China 
Eggs. — A  setting  of  the  above  valuable 
eggs  for  sale.  Apply  to  E.  Goodman, 
193,  Spring-street,  Melbourne.'* 

White  cabbages  chopped  up  are  very 
good  in  winter  for  all  sorts  of  poultry. — 
(JMetfs  Cottage  Economy, 


Poultry  Market,  Leadenhall. 

Spite  of  the  falling  off  in  the  demand  for 
poultry,  owing  to  the  Easter  holidays,  the  unusual 
scarcity  causes  the  prices  to  keep  up,  with  one 
exception,  that  of  Ducklings.  The  supply  of 
good  poultry  is  smaller  than  has  been  seen  for 
many  years. 


7s.  Od.  each. 
56.  Od.    „ 


Fowls..     ..  6s.  Od.  68.  6d. 

Chickens    ..   4s.  Od.  4s.  6d. 

Goslings    ..   78.  6d.  8s.  Od. 

Bucklings  . .  5s.  Od.  58.  6d.  ,, 

GuineaFowls  3s.  Od.  48.  Od.  „ 

Leverets    . .  4s.  6d.  5s.  6d.  „ 

Pigeons     ..   Os.  9d.  Os.  lOd.  „ 

Plovers'  eggs,  in  bulk,  28.  6d.  per  doz. 


f 0  €,mti^s^ivi%. 

Amicus  Gain, — Do  you  mean  a  fatting  coop, 
or  a  coop  for  the  hen  while  she  has  poults  ?  at 
this  time  of  year,  we  suppose  for  the  latter. 
When  closed  it  should  have  a  triangular  form — 
equal  back  and  front;  the  sides  should  be  of 
board, impervious  to  wet  or  wind ;  the  back  should 
be  solid,  the  front  of  bars,  and  the  two  should  be 
joined  by  hinges  at  top,  so  that  in  the  day  and 
in  fine  weather  it  can  be  raised,  giving  the  hen 
and  her  brood  full  liberty.  The  bottom  of  the 
triangular  pen  should  be  thirty  inches,  with  a 
frontage  of  the  same. 

C.  B, — First-rate  fancy  pigeons,  that  is,  toys, 
are  often  to  be  selected  in  Leadenhall  Market. 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Fulham,  is  a  good  man  to  apply  to. 

B.  P.  5.— With  pleasure  we  fall  into  your 
view  about  the  arrangement  of  the  pigeons  in  the 
"  Columbiary,"  and  will  give  next  in  succession 
after  the  "  Dove-house  Pigeon,"  the  *'  Carriers 
and  Antwerps." 

W.  C.  0,—We  regret  that  the  occurrence  of 
the  Easter  holiday  will  delay  the  insertion  of  this 
capital  and  useful  letter  until  next  week. 

C.  P.,  of  Boston. — Next  week,  with  thanks. 


M.  B.  H,  wishes  any  amateur  to  say,  whether 
eating  ivy  leaves  can  hurt  chickens ;  also,  what 
would  be  a  good  weight  for  Brahma  chicks  three 
months  old. 

To  2>.  B, — It  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  hear 
from  D.  B.  again. 

To  Salvia. — We  are  much  obliged  by  the  inte- 
rest which  our  correspondent  so  kindly  takes  in 
the  "  Poultry  Chronicle,'*  and  shall  be  much 
pleased  to  receive  from  him  "  a  few  notes  now 
and  then." 

Zeiiung,—We  heg  to  offer  our  correspondent 
many  thanks  for  his  suggestion,  to  which  we 
have  given  attention,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so. 
In  Manchester,  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle  "  is  kept 
by  Messrs.  Thos.  Dinham  &  Co. 


IttotrtisiHttnts- 


flOCHIN  CHINA  POULTRY,  &c.-Egg8 
\J  from  Prize  Birds. — In  reply  to  the  very 
urgent  applications  from  numerous  amateurs,  Mr. 
John  Fairlib,  of  Cheverley-park,  Newmarket, 
is  now  prepared  to  dispose  of  a  limited  number 
of  EGGS,  from  his  celebrated  prize  Cochins, 
Brahma  Pootras,  Scotch  Bakies,  Dorkings,  &c., 
according  to  the  dates  of  the  orders  received. 

BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS  for  SALE, 
from  birds  that  have  taken  prizes  at  the 
Derby,  East  Kent,  Bristol,  Taunton,  and  Yeovil 
Poultry  Shows,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen.  Also 
Partridge  Cochin  China  Eggs  from  birds  that 
have  te^en  prizes  at  London  Summer  Meeting, 
Surrey  Gardens'  Show  in  August,  Malvern, 
Yeovil,  Honiton,  and  Torquay  Poultry  Shows, 
at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen. 

Apply  to  John  R.  Rodbabd,  Aldwick-Court, 
Wrington,  near  Bristol. 


EGGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.    Box,  3s. ; 
»t,  3s.  4d. 


Uaily's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6a. ;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
13s.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

**  Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.  ;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113^  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-sqaiire. 
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riLBAR  BUFF  COCHIN  FOWLS'  EGGS, 
U  firom  sets  of  birds  bred  by  Mr.  Fairlie  and 
Mr.  Andrews  are  now  offered  at  reduced  prices 
in  consequence  of  the  advertiser  haying  concluded 
littiDg  his  hens  this  season.  The  Bggs  are  very 
productive,  and  the  chicks  come  like  canaries, 
and  heavily  feathered.— Apply  to  Mr.  C.  Pock- 
LIN6T0N,  Boston,  Lincolnshire. 

BRAHMA  POOTRA  EGGS,  from  the  choicest 
birds  of  an  Amateur,  Brahmas  of  whose 
breeding  have  competed  successfully  at  the  first 
shows  in  the  kingdom,  viz.,  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tors).  Great  Metropolitan,  Birmingham,  Great 
Yarmouth,  Doncaster,  Norwich,  Winchester, 
and  Manchester,  price  £^.  3s.  per.  dozen.  War- 
ranted from  the  best  prize  and  selected  birds  only. 
Apply  to  W.C.G.,  Fost-office,Sandbach,  Cheshire. 

TURKISH  BANTAMS.— A  few  Sittings  of 
EGGS  to  be  disposed  of  at  £1,  ISs.  per 
!  dozen,  box  included.    These  birds  have  been 
{  recently  imported,  are  of  great  beauty,  perfect  in 
symmetry  and  plumage,  and  very  small. — ^Ad- 
dress, E.  D.  SwARBRBGK,  Thirsk,  Yorkshire. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING. 


BRAHMA  POOTRA,  SPANISH,  COCHIN 
CHINA  FOWLS*  and  AYLESBURY 
DUCKS'  EGGS,  from  birds  of  the  most 
superior  description,  the  property  of  a  well- 
known  amateur  (owner  of  the  three  magnificent 
Brahmas  with  which  he  challenged  the  world). 
Brahma  Eggs,  "from  birds  of  the  Perdoz. 
purest  blood "  ..  £2    2    0 

Spanish  ditto,  from  birds  perfectly 
white-faced.  "  The  hens  bred  by 
Mrs.  L.  Stow,  &c.,  the  cock  by 

Captain  Hornby"  » 0  12    0 

Aylesbury  Ducks'  ditto,  "  the 
drake  from  Ridgway 's  prize  birds, 
the  ducks  from  Edwards's  prize 

birds"  0    6    0 

Cochin   China,    ''from  feathered- 
legged  buff  hens  and  a  very  fine 
valtnre- hocked  Andrews's  cock"     0    6    0 
Address  D.   C,    Mr.  Hinton's,  8,  Winsley* 
street,  Oxford-street.  —  The   most   satisfactory 
references  can  be  given  as  to  quality  of  all  the 
birds ;  they  are  a  few  miles  from  London,  and 
coold  be  seen  by  an  appointment  being  made. 


BANTAM  FOWLS.— For  Sale,  a  Choice  Lot, 
consisting  of  Two  Cocks  and  Nine  Hens. 
All  yoang  birds^  and  in  good  condition. — May  be 
seen  at  Mr.  Allen's,  Stationer,  &c.,  30,  Ebury- 
,  street,  Pimlico. 


1 


SILVER  -  PENCILLED  HAMBURGS.  — 
EGGS  from  first-rate  prize  burds  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  9s.  per  dozen.  —  Address  W.  H. 
Johnson,  Tovnileys,  near  Bolton-le-Moors. 


PHEASANTS'  EGGS.— Gentlemen  can  be 
supplied  with  any  quantity  of  the  above. 
Also,  Silver-spangled  Hamburg,  White  Bantams, 
and  Dorking  Fowls'  Eges,  from  prize  birds,  at 
Mr.  M.  Lbno,  Juniors,  Pheasantry,  Hemel- 
Hempstead,  Herts. 


S 


ILVER-PENCILLED  HAMBURG 
FOWLS.— EGGS  from  the  above  birds, 
which  have  taken  several  First  and  Second  Prizes 
during  the  last  season,  can  be  obtained  for  lOs. 
a  dozen,  package  included,  on  application  to 
Mr.  F.  H.  Aberdeen,  Honiton,  Devon.  A  good 
Silver-pencilled  Hamburg  Cock  for  Sale. 

COLOURED  DORKINGS  for  Sale.— A  very 
fine  dark,  single-combed  Cock,  which  took 
the  Second  Prize  as  a  Chicken  at  the  Metropo- 
litan Show  in  Baker-street,  January,  1853,  price 
£2.  2s.  Another  beautiful  bird,  11  months  old, 
and  brother  to  the  birds  that  took  the  Third 
Prize  at  Birmingham  in  December  last,  price 
£\.  10s. — Applv  to  the  Rev.  Herbert  S.  Haw- 
kins, Henny  Rectory,  near  Sudbury,  Suffolk. 

PRIZE  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  White  SUk 
Cochins,  which  have  taken  four  first-class 
Prizes,  including  one  at  the  Great  Metropolitan 
Show,  12s.  the  dozen.  A  few  first-class  Buff 
Cochins,  7s.  fid.  to  12s.  each,  chickens  of  birds 
which  took  three  Prizes ;  Eggs  from  ditto,  6s. 
per  dozen.  White-faced  Spanish  (chickens  of 
prize  birds),  7s.  fid.  to  10s.  fid.  each ;  Eggs  from 
ditto,  6s.  per  dozen.  Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  from 
birds  which  took  a  First  Prize,  £2.  2s.  per  dozen. 
One  pair  of  Brahmas  (First  Prize  Birds)  for  Sale, 
price  £15.  158.— Apply  to  Mr.  James  Barber, 
Great  Yarmouth. 

POCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.PuNCHARD, 

\J  of  Blunt's  Hall,  near  Haverhill,  Suffolk, 
disposes  of  Eggs  from  his  Buff,  and  also  from  hi, 
original  Partridge-coloured,  Birds,  price  Is.  eachs 
and  Is.  for  package. — Applications  for  either, 
variety  will  be  supplied  in  the  order  received. 

riHEAP  PORTABLE  POULTRY- HOUSES, 
VJ  8  ft.  by  4  ft.,  30s. ;  10  ft.  by  4  ft.,  408.  j 
12  ft.  by  4  ft.,  50s.  Warranted  all  complete  and 
6  ft.  high ;  can  be  taken  to  pieces  in  five  minutes 
by  any  person.  Also,  an  imported  Brahma  Cock 
and  Pullet,  for  2  guineas.— Apply  to  T.  Horn- 
BBRT,  28,  Wimboume-street,  New  North*road, 
Hoxton. 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO.'S 
PATENT  WIRE  FENCING, 
strong  enough  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2^.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  William  Drat  and  Co., 
Agricultural  Implement  Manufacturers, 
Swan-lane,  Upper  Thames-street, 
London. 


FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 


CROGGON'S    PATENT    ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  fain,  snow,  and  frost,  ana  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.    Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.     Price  One  Penny  per 
Square  Foot.    Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 
I       Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
I  plication  to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
,  hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING  FELT,  and  INODOROUS   FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices: — 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  Georoe  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 

WIRE  FENCING,  G|d.  per  Square  Yard,  in 
various  widths  from  6  feet  to  15  inches, 
mesh  less  than  2  inches.  An  effectual  fence 
against  Hares,  Rabbits,  Sheep,  Deer,  &c.,  and 
for  the  enclosure  of  Poultry,  Pheasants,  &c. ; 
4-inch  mesh,  4d.  per  square  yard. — R.  Richard- 
son, 21,  Tonbridge-place,  New-road,  London. 


PITTVILLE  SPA,  CHELTENHAM. 

THE  THIRD  Grand  Annual  Summer  EXHI- 
BITION  of  POULTRY  will  take  place  at 
the  above  magnificent  Establishment,  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  June  14th  and  15th,  1854. 
— For  particulars  enclose  a  fully  directed  stamped 
envelope  to  Jessop,  Brothers,  Secretaries, 
The  Aviaries,  Cheltenham. 


SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY-HOUSE,  £4, 
consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.  The  above  are 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  by 
any  ordinary  labourer.  Wire  work  from  G  to  15 
inches  wide,  6|d.  per  square  yard,  to  enclose 
poultry,  &c.— R.  Richardson,  21,  Tonbridge- 

Slace,  New-road,  near  King's-cross.  N.B. 
laker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants;  drawings  of  21 
Emigrants'  houses,  and  28  Summer-houses,  sent 
free. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  3s.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-ofiBce  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-street,  Co  vent- garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed. —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholesale  Agents,  G.  Routledge  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 


LoxDOK :  Printed  by  Chakles  Wym ak,  at  the  Printing  Office 
of  COX  (Brothen)  &  WTMAN,  74  dc  75,  Great  Queen  street, 
LinoolnVinn-fields.  and  publiAhed  by  Gborqe  Clkments, 
1,  York-Btreet,  Corent  Garden-— Wednesday,  April  39, 185 1 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Hexham  Poultry  Sbow^  in  the  Abbey  Grounds. 
Second  Annaal  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday^ 
the  12th  and  13th  of  May.  Secretary,  W.  Tamer, 
Esq.,  Hencotes,  Hexham.    Entries  close  May  6. 

Devon  and  Exeter  Botanical  and  Horticnltoral 
Society,  at  Exeter,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Society's  Spring  Horticultural  Exhibition,  May 
IHth  and  19th.  Hon.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Gray, 
Ksq.,  22,  Cathedral-yard,  Exeter.  Entries  dose 
May  2Qd. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7tb,  8th.  and  9th  of  June,  Director,  Jona. 
than  Grav,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Pinchley-road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec,  H.  Spack- 
man,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.  Entries 
close  May  10th. 

Cheltenham  Third  Annual  Summer  Exhibi- 
tion, at  the  Pittville  Spa,  Jane  14th  and  15th. 
Secretaries,  the  Messrs.  Jessop,  Brothers,  The 
Aviaries,  Cheltenham.     Entries  close  June  3rd, 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
naal Coanty  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  close 
June  1st. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties  :  Third 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th.  26th,  and  27th  of  Julv. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbarn, 
jSsq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T,  McCarm,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Eutries  close  August  19th. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  Association,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Pu  Hansel,  Esq.    Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 


Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  212,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.  Entries  close  Nov.  4th.  The  Schedule 
will  be  given  next  week. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition, Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  SecreUrv.  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  Saturday,  November  11th. 

JFe  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
miitees  of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  us  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedules.  These,  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  **  Monk  Barns,  Hampstead/' 


All  the  world  acknowledges  it  is  hard  to 
become  suddenly  rich.  Millions  know 
that  it  is  almost  Impossible  to  compass 
that  desirable  end  at  all ;  all  can  preach  a 
good  sermon  on  the  vanity  of  the  expecta- 
tion, and  on  the  necessity  of  being  content 
with  progressive  increase,  and  yet  few 
practise  what  they  preach.  Let  the  Gold 
Regions  speak  :  how  many  hundrsds  get- 
ting a  good  living  in  England  rushed  to 
Australia,  engaged  themselves  on  landing 
at  salaries  far  beyond  their  wildest  dreams 
of  two  years  before,  and  then  left  their  real 
gold  mine  for  the  chance  of  the  diggings. 
One  in  two  hundred  succeeded,  the  re- 
maining one  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
returned  bankrupt  in  health  and  pocket. 
This  does  not  deter  others,  and  they  still 
rush  in  search  of  nuggets,  hoping  to  do  in 
one  day  that  which  they  are  sure  to  do  by 
patience  if  they  remain  in  employment. 
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This  is  not  a  bad  illustration  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  Poultry  question :  as  every 
one  runs  after  gold,  so  every  one  keeps 
poultry  ;  but  all  try  for  the  nuggets  in  the 
shape  of  iirst  prizes,  and  sales  of  birds  at 
£20  each,  while  they  neglect  the  solid 
every-day  return  of  the  market.  It  was 
imagined  that  when  everybody  kept  poul- 
try it  would  be  more  plentiful,  but  the 
!j  reverse  is  the  truth.  Good  poultry  was  never 
scarcer  than  it  is  at  present, — never  were 

I  the  prices  more  remunerative.  Fowls  will 
'  I  make  from  five  to  seven  shillings  each  at 
' ;  the  present  time ;  and  as  it  is  impossible 
,  for  all  to  2;et  prizes,  it  is  unquestionable 
i  that  many  a  brood  saved  for  competition, 
I '  and  destined  to  defeat,  will,  after  much 
'    expense,    an^iiety,    and    disappointment, 

make  a  worse  return  than  if  it  now  ful- 
I  filled  its  destiny  by  appearing  on  table. 
I  The  market  will  always  ensure  a  good 
;  return.  As  the  gi-eatest  probability  of 
j '  success  is  to  the  hardy  and  often  needy 
man  in  the  Gold  Regions,  as  he  will  sub- 
mit to  and  overcome  difficulties  which  to 
a  more  delicate  person  would  be  insuper- 
able,— and  as  to  such  a  man  a  sum  which 
a  rich  man  would  despise  is  of  considerable 
importance, — so  rearing  poultr)*^  for  the 
'  early  market  will  be  best  accomplished  by 
j  such  a  man  here.     He  may,  to  a  certain 

I I  extent,  r?alize  the  fable  of  the  goose  (hen) 
!  I  laying  the  golden  egg.     He  will  not  by 

this  be  precluded  from  saving  any  chickens 
,  that  arc  likely  to  be  prize-takers,  but  by 
'  j  the  sale  of  the  others  he  will  be  continually 
'  I  taking  money,  and  will  be  able  to  afford  to 
I ;  risk  something  at  an  exhibition  ;  failing 
i  this,  he  may  perhaps  realize  another  fable 
j    — that  of  the  frog  and  the  bull.    But  even 


II 


|i 


those  who  can  afford  to  indulge  their  fan-  i 
cies  would  do  well  to  treat  poultry  as  they 
do  their  cattle,  viz.,  as  an  article  of  food ; 
they  should  now  doom  to  the  fate  common 
to  all  poultry,  all  four-clawed  Dorkings, 
all  faulty  birds  in  colour  or  otherwise. 
This  gives  the  ^lUe  more  space,  and  does 
not  make  the  hobby  less  pleasing,  because 
partly  or  wholly  self-supporting. 

Olgeotions  to  *'  CrosB-breeds  "  in 

Poultry, 

As  a  Class  for  GampetMm. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  deny,  for  on 
the  other  hand  I  feel  most  willing  to 
acknowledge,  the  many  great  advantages 
that  may  be  derived  (as  far  as  utility  only 
is  concerned)  from  judicious  crosses,  among 
our  domestic  fowls  ;  but  I  am  nevertheless 
firmly  convinced,  no  real  data  of  excellence 
can  ever  offer  themselves  for  the  considera- 
tion of  judges  on  the  special  occasions  of 
our  public  poultry  exhibitions,  where  such 
fowls  compete,  simply  because  the  hardi- 
hood, and  also  the  egg-producing  qualities 
of  the  poultry  in  the  several  rival  pens,  are 
personally  really  unknown  (or  most  as- 
suredly ought  to  be  unknown)  prior  to  the 
record' of  their  awards  to  gentlemen  thus 
occupied  ;  therefore,  the  only  real  point  on 
which  they  can  with  confidence  decide,  is 
the  preference  they  may  each  individually 
give  to  actual  size  alone ;  nor  is  there  any 
class  of  fowls  that  causes  the  owners  so 
universally  to  complain  of  the  decisions 
of  the  gentlemen  who  have  gratuitously 
undertaken  this  really  arduous  and  thank- 
less office.,  nor  vet  one  on  which  it  is  more 
difficult  for  tne  parties  thus  assailed  to 
justify  the  results  arrived  at  in  the  deter- 
mination of  the  prizes. 

These,  then,  are  my  reasons  for  positive 
objection  to  the  gift  of  a  set  of  prizes  for  cross- 
breeds only,  for  certainly  there  never  yet 
have  been,  and  I  really  fear  the  probabilities 
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'  are,  there  never  will  bs,  awards  given  in 
'  this  class,  that  will  satisfy  the  aifFerent 
'  competitors ;    at    the   same    time,   I   am 
I  willing  to   acknowledge,  that  frequently 
these   dissentients   have    perchance   well- 
founded  and  just  cause  to   complain,  of 
what  appears  to  them  "manifest  injustice." 
Xo  doubt  some    parties  will   urge,  "the 
difficulties  would  be  at  once  removed,  if  the 
.   owners  were  permitted  to  append  a  list  of 
'   the  capabilities  of  their  respective  favour- 
ites, for  the    prior  investigati<m   of   the 
.  judges  ;"  but  allow  me,  in  confutation  «f 
this  opinion,    to    direct   attention  to  the 
generally-acknowledged  misrepresentations 
practised  (or  at  least  attempted)  on  judges 
as  to  the  age  of  chickens,  in  those  classes 
respectively  devoted  to  them. 

Imust  qualify  what  I  have  just  advanced, 
by  the  fullest  assurance  that  I  am  well 
aware  of  many  most  honourable  exceptions 
to  such  mis-doings,  and  it  is  therefore 
doubly  incumbent  on  all  who  feel  honest 
desires  for  the  prosperity  of  poultry  exhi- 
bitions generally,  to  expose  these  disre- 
putable practices  in  the  guilty,  and  protect, 
so  far  as  opportunity  serves,  the  more 
scrupulous  and  deserving  exhibitor  from 
such  mal-practices. 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  false  statements 
would  in  either  case  be  equally  general 
(and  I  myself  cannot  see  the  slightest  hope 
for  a  better  state  of  things  in  the  one  case 
than  in  the  other),  such  attestations  as  these 
certificates  would  afford  are  really  worse 
than  useless,  and  a  single  experiment 
(where  the  entries  are  numerous)  would 
l)rodace  the  fullest  proof  of  the  correct- 
ness of  my  advanced  opinions,  and  con- 
sequent destruction  of  this  truly  specious 
theory  ;  though  I  am  aware  persons  so 
situated  are  not  always  convinced,  even  by 
the  evidence  of  their  own  senses,  of  the  ab- 
solute fallacy  of  long*cherished  prejudices,  j 

Where  evils,  therefore, cannot  be  success- 
fully CDmbated,  it  is  certainly  best  to  avoid 
them  alto^^ether  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  where 
all  are  so  emulous  and  so  strongly  covetous 
of  superiority,  numbers  of  competitors  will 
ever  be  found,  who  will  hazard  "  wilfully- 


false  statements  *'  to  attain  the  much-de- 
sired end.  On  the  other  hand,  the  practised 
eye  of  an  experienced  judge,  that  would 
instantaneously  detect  the  slightest  falling 
in  a  bird  exhibited  in  the  classes  for 
purely-bred  fowls,  is  here  cast  headlong 
amid  the  billows  of  diverse  opinions,  with- 
out a  solitary  beacon  to  point  the  way  by 
which  he  may  eventually  arrive  at  a  self- 
satisfactory  and  really  justifiable  decision. 

I  anxiously  desire  your  many  readers 
not  to  confound  what  I  have  just  advanced 
with  a  supposed  dislike  to  an  "  extra  class," 
in  which  prizes  are  awarded  "  to  any  other 
distinct  variety  to  which  no  premiums  have 
before  been  offered  ;"  on  the  contrary,  this 
arrangement  meets  my  most  entire,  my 
most  unqualified  approbation,  for  it  is  in 
this  last-named  class  we  may  ever  expect 
every  new  variety  on  ii^  first  introduction  ; 
and  so  far  from  a  desire  on  my  part  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  exhibi- 
tors of  such  fowls,  I  am  most  desirous  to 
hold  out  every  possible  inducement  and 
encouragement  to  their  easy  introduction 
for  public  approval.  I  consider,  however, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  disadvantageous 
(or  absolutely  unfair)  to  these  exhibitors 
who  have  honestly  contended  in  the  allotted 
classes,  than  to  permit  on  the  other  hand 
a  person  possessed  of  very  second-rate 
fowls,  to  walk  away  with  prizes  in  the 
extra  class  without  subjecting  himself  to 
the  danger  of  defeat  by  tlie  competition  he 
had  purposely  and  designedly  avoided  in 
those  classes  devoted  expressly  and  alone 
to  the  purely-bred  fowls  he  has  thus  sur- 
reptitiously exhibited. 

I  think  my  opinions  are  already  tolerably 
apparent ;  but  as  I  frequently  perceive  in 
the  prize  lists  such  notices  as  these :  "  For 
the  best  barn-door  fowls,"  "  For  the  best 
cross-bred  fowls,"  and  the  like  (when  com- 
mittees have  only  for  the  first  time  brought 
their  labours  before  the  public),  it  may 
possibly  prevent  others  falling'  into  the 
same  objectionable  error,  to  very  curtly 
recapitulate  what  I  consider  justifiable 
reasons,  for  the  adverse  opinions  I  enter- 
tain on  this  question. 
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In  all  varieties  submitted  to  judges  of 
poultry  for  their  decisions,  there  should 
ever  he  some  ready  rule  by  which  their 
opinions  when  given  may  be  confidently 
supported  as  to  the  good  qualities,  or  the 
imperfections  of  the  specimens  before  them ; 
for  otherwise,  depend  upon  it,  that  neither 
your  exhibitors  nor  the  committees  them- 
selves will  ever  be  satisfactorily  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  the  awards,  as  most 
probably  one  party  or  the  other  of  you  have 
a  pre-knowledge  of  traits  of  character, 
for  or  against  these  different  rivals,  quite 
unknown  to  the  judges  themselves;  and 
the  latter  gentlemen  may  indeed  congratu- 
late themselves  exceedingly  on  their  truly 
wonderful  escape,  if  for  some  few  hours  after 
the  public  admission  of  the  unsuccessful 
ones,  these  decisions  in  "the  cross-bred 
class "  have  not  led  to  a  series  of  fault- 
finding;, couched  in  language  rather  ex- 
pressive of  disappointea  ambition  and 
unbridled  anger,  than  of  a  real  desire  for 
information,  or  of  gentlemanly  remon- 
strance. On  the  other  hand,  depend  upon 
it,  a  class  for  "  any  other  distinct  variety  " 
has  the  most  apparent  and  never-to-be- 
forgotten  advantages,  here  all  newly  im- 
p&rted fowls  must  necessarily  appear  (what 
other  opening  have  they  1),  and  the  amateur 
or  committee-man  who  would  not  use  his 
utmost  endeavour  to  facilitate  the  easiest 
admission  to  varieties  thus  hitherto  un- 
known, is  adopting  a  course  of  action  quite 
opposed  to  the  ultimate  interests,  both  of 
the  present  exhibition,  and  also  of  the 
poultry- world  generally ;  and  will  most 
likely,  at  some  future  period,  admit  to  the 
fullest  extent,  that  .such  objections  were 
thoughtless  and  ill-advised,  whilst  after- 
wards they  were  sincerely  regretted. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  the  "  any  other 
distinct  variety  class  "  holds  out  prospec- 
tive advantages  of  the  highest  possible 
character  ;  to  my  own  knowledge,  many 
captains  of  merchant  vessels  have  declared 
their  willingness  to  support  this  movement, 
by  keeping  a  "  sharp  look  out  '*  for  any 
new  kinds  of  poultry  whatever  ;  and  to 
this  quarter  I  "  look  out "  with  a  confi- 


dence, that  I  feel  assured  will  not  meet 
with  disappointment.  The'noveltv  of  such 
birds  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  public 
(as  late  instances  fully  testify),  and  there- 
fore the  benefit  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  in  inducing  an  increased  attendance, 
is  manifestly  apparent,  whilst  it  is  a  some- 
what "interesting  question"  to  exhibition 
committees,  who  naturally  always  keep  a 
fixed  eye  on  the  road  to  "  ways  and 
means." 

It  therefore  should  always  be  held  corn- 
pulsatory,  that  all  purely-bred  fowls  are 
to  be  exhibited  in  the  classes  allotted  to 
them,  and  those  only,  and  w^ll  understood 
that  if  placed  in  an  extra  class  (td  escape 
the  competition  in  their  own),  they  will 
be  at  once  ^^  disqualified."  Adopt  this 
plan,  and  we  shall  then  find  the  trash 
sometimes  receiving  prizes  in  the  extra 
class  (simply  from  the  non-preaence  of 
more  deserving  birds,  and  not  their  own 
excellencies),  giving  up  the  precedence  to 
poultry  of  the  same  class,  whose  laurels 
have  been  very  hardly  fought  for,  and  only 
with  great  difficulty  obtained. 

Let  not  committees  suppose  I  desire  to 
limit  their  intended  prize  lists  (I  have  no 
such  intention),  I  merely  wish  the  really 
meritorious  specimens  to  reap  the  advan- 
tages, and  sucli  as  their  owners  dread  not 
to  place  in  the  midst  of  competition,  with 
the  conviction,  that  honours  thus  gained 
are  alone  creditable  and  enduring. 

One  of  the  best  tests  perhaps,  that  could 
be  advanced  in  the  confirmation  of  my 
opinions,  is  the  fact,  that  very  frequently 
have  I  known  pens  of  poultry,  whose 
owners  have  loudly  exulted  in  their  suc- 
cesses, as  f  *  extra  class  prize  birds,"  who, 
when  their  highly- extolled  favourites  were 
submitted  to  the  critical  ordeal  of  their 
own  proper  competition,  felt  not  a  little 
chop-fallen,  to  find  all  their  pre-conceived 
notions  rudely  prostrated,  and  that  the 
judges,  in  the  calm  administration  of  rigid 
fairness,  have  passed  them  over  as  un- 
deserving alike  of  either  comment  or 
reward. 

E.  C. 
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I  Colnmn  for  Beginners. 

CHAPTER  IV. 
SITTINO  THE  HENS  AND  REARING  THE  CHICKS. 

The  most  uninitiated  will  be  at  no  loss 
to  understand  a  hen's  meaning,  when  she 
wishes  to  convey  the  idea  that  she  chooses 
t^  sit  and  to  present  to  her  owners, — I  beg 
her  pardon,  her  employers — (for  my  lady 
now  considers  herself  a  person  of  ffreat 
consequence,  and  reckons  it  the  duty  of 
cock,  hens,  and  all  the  other  bipeds  who 
have  anything  to  do  with  her  precincts,  to 
submit  themselves  to  her  vagaries)  a  repe- 
tition of  her  own  (or  some  other  fowl's — 
so  there  are  chickens,  she  does  not  care) 
beauties  and  merits.  Hens  used  formerly, 
on  these  occasions,  to  set  their  feathers 
and  run  about  the  yard,  as  near  a  repre- 
sentation of  a  feather  screen  as  coula  be 
managed  without  positive  compression; 
but  in  these  Cochin-China  days,  things 
are  done  more  quietly.  The  Cochin- 
China  hen  betakes  herself  to  the  nest,  and 
only  screams  angrily  at  any  intruder  she 
may  suspect  of  a  design  to  deprive  her  of 
I  the  imaginary  eggs  which  she  has  made 
!  up  her  mind  to  hatch ;  representative,  no 
I  doubt,  in  her  chicken  brain,  of  the  splendid 
and  expensive  sitting  of  embryo  Brahma- 
Pootras,  which  her  employers  will  consider 
I  no  more  than  her  due. 
I  She  keeps  her  station  in  the  nest,  da^^ 
I  and  night ;  and  it  is  well  to  try  her  steadi- 
ness for  a  little  time,  and  even  to  try  it 
with  a  few  eggs  of  small  value,  if  those 
which  you  mean  to  give  her  eventually 
are  of  an  expensive  kind. 

In  choosing  the  place  in  which  to  sit 
the  hen,  remember  that  a  certain  degree 
of  damp  is  beneficial  for  the  hatching. 
Choose,  therefore,  a  locality  which  is  warm 
and  damp,  not  cold  and  damp,  for  I 
reckon  cold  a  greater  enemy  to  incubation 
and  to  the  hatching  (in  which  damp  is,  I 
think,  most  important)  than  even  dryness. 
Unless,  therefore,  the  weather  is  very  hot 

iin  which  case  a  cool  place  will  perhaps 
o  no  harm),  choose^  if  you  can  possibly 


manage  it^  a  warm  damp  place.  If  quite 
away  from  the  other  fowls  it  will  be  much 
better;  if  in  their  house,  take  care  that 
the  Sitter  has  food  and  water  without 
delay,  as  soon  as  she  leaves  her  nest 
(which  she  will  do  only  once  every  day), 
and  take  care  also  that  she  is  not  annoyed 
by  the  other  fowls.  She  must  not  remain 
off  long  enough  for  the  eggs  to  get  at  all 
chilled ;  very  few  hens  will  attempt  to  do 
so,  if  food  and  water  are  placed  reaay.  On 
the  day  of  hatching  the  hen  will  not  care 
to  leave  her  nest.  Make  a  memorandum 
the  day  she  is  set : — she  will  hatch  in 
three  weeks.  When  a  portion  of  the 
chickens  are  hatched,  if  the  hen  appears 
inclined  to  be  negligent  of  the  remaining 
eggs,  it  is  best  to  remove  the  chickens  and 
keep  them  warm  with  flannel  in  a  basket ; 
but  if  she  still  sits  quite  close  on  chioks  and 
eggs,  without  killing  the  one  or  neglecting 
the  othery  let  her  keep  her  chickens.  Do 
not  let  her  remain  too  long  without  eating  : 
when  it  is  beyond  the  four-and-twenty 
hours  since  she  has  been  off  to  feed,  place 
a  small  cup  of  com  in  the  corner  of  her 
nest,  and  when  she  has  done  with  that,  a 
small  cup  of  water  in  its  place. 

When  the  chickens  begin  to  pop  out 
their  heads  from  under  the  mother,  give 
her,  in  the  corner  of  the  nest,  a  cup  of 
crushed  corn,  wetted  oatmeal,  or  fif  you 
can  make  sure  to  get  them  fresh)  broken 
groats,  and  she  will  be  the  best  judge  when 
her  chickens  had  better  begin  to  eat :  if  she 
should  consider  that  they  do  not  yet  re- 
quire these  creature-comforts,  she  will  not 
herself  object  to  a  slight  repast  on  such  un- 
usually delicate  provender.  She  will  also 
be  glad  to  have  a  little  water  placed  within 
her  reach. 

When  the  hatching  is  over,  it  may 
happen  that  the  nest  is  dirty  and  oflFensive, 
in  which  case  remove  mother  and  chicks 
to  a  clean,  warmed  nest,  and  if  some  one 
can  keep  the  chickens  warm  while  it  is 
preparing,  a  roll  in  the  dust  will  be  a  great 
relief  to  the  poor  tired  sitter. 

The  second  or  third  day,  according  to 
the  strength  of  the  chickens,  the  hen  may 
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be  placed  under  a  coop.  Let  the  mother 
and  her  young  family  be  kept  in  a  warm 
dry  place,  and  fed  very  often,  as  directed 
by  H.  R.  in  his  instructions,  "  How  prize 
fowls  are  made"  (p.  24). 

Prcmded  care  and  attention  supply  the 
place  of  more  extended  advanta^gesy  perhaps 
there  is  no  reason  why  a  few^  even  of  prize 
birds,  should  not  be  reared  in  a  small  back- 
yard or  garden^ 

At  this  time  the  beginner's  most  dan- 
gerous temptation  will  assail  him,  and 
renew  its  attacks  again  and  again  in  the 
form  of  every  ^gg  laid  by  a  handsome  fowl 
and  every  broody  hen  that  crosses  the 
path  of  his  poultry  career.  Every  egg 
will  seem  to  whisper  from  within  its 
rounded,  polished  shell ;  every  broody  hen 
will  cluck  forth  a  fresh  syren's  song ;  and 
every  little  thriving  chick  that  hatches, 
will,  with  contented  twitter,  tempt  the 
beginner  to  breed  a*  larger  number  of 
chickens  than  he  has  room  to  rear  with 
success.  But,  dear  beginners,  you  who 
will  ere  long,  perhaps,  swell  the  ranks  of 
our  successful  amateurs,  do  not  forget  in 
hatching  chickens  to  reckon  the  room  they 
will  require  at  three  or  four  months  old. 
Earlier  than  that,  you  can  neither  exhibit, 
sell,  nor  eat  them  ;  so,  if  you  have  but  one 
small  yard  or  garden,  be  persuaded  not  to 
attempt  more  than  two  broods  each  season. 


Hints  to  Committees  of  Poultry 
Shows. 

The  Committee  having  settled  the  fore- 
going knotty  points,  must  proceed  to  have 
the  regulations  printed,  and  their  intended 
j  show  duly  advertised.   I  consider  it  a  good 
I  plan  to  subdivide  the  committee  into  work- 
I  ing  committees,  or,  if  the  matter  is  not  of 
great  importance,  to    delegate  one  com- 
mittee man,  or  the  secretary,  to  do  it ;  for 
"  what  is  everybody's  business  is  nobody's," 
says  a    proverb  ;  but  if  the  matter  is  of 
some  importance,  remember  another  pro- 
verb, "  two  heads  are  better  than  one," 
and  therefore  appoint  a  sub-committee  of 


two,  or  at  most  three,  and  grant  them  suf- 
ficient powers  to  carry  out  the  duty  allotted 
to  them  officially. 

Thus  the  printing  committee  will  have 
to  superintend  the  prize  schedules,  the 
ad  vertisements,  placards,  pen  numbers,class 
cards  (copied  from  the  premium  list)  ;  1st, 
2nd,  and  3rd  prize  cards  ;  extra  prize, 
highly  commended,  and  commended  cards ; 
direction  cards  for  the  exhibitors.  I  may 
here  mention  that  cards  with  the  Nos.  of 
the  pens  in  each  alley  on  them  are  very 
useful  to  anybody, — viz.  at  the  commence- 
ment of  1st  alley.  No.  1  to  50  ;  2nd  alley, 
50  to  100,  being  quite  as  useful  to  strangers 
as  the  name  attached  to  a  street  corner, 
and  useful  to  the  men  arranging  the  birds  ; 
also  they  must  provide  subscribers'  tickets, 
and  those  also  for  general  visitors,  of  dif- 
ferent colours  for  the  different  prizes. 

Another  sub-committee  should  have  the 
preparations  of  the  pens  allotted  to  them ; 
the  general  committee  will  of  course  have 
secured  a  room  or  space  sufficiently  large 
for  the  show  ;  if  there  is  any  doubt  about 
the  room  being  sufficient,  get  more.  The 
committee  must  secure  sufficient  space  to 
allow  ALL  the  pens  to  be  on  one  level ;  on 
no  account  ought  any  pens  to  be  two- 
stories  high.  A  more  unfair  or  unjust  way 
of  exhibiting  poultry  was  never  devised 
than  that  so  generally  adopted,  of  piling 
them  one  on  the  top  of  another.  In  the 
first  place,  the  birds  below  have  not  a 
chance  of  competing  fairly  with  those 
above,  upon  whoscs  plumage  no  such  board 
throws  a  discreditable  shade  ;  next,  it  is 
not  fair  to  the  exhibitor  of  the  birds  below, 
that  he  should  pay  the  same  rent  for  the 
cellar  below  as  charged  for  the  more  com- 
fortable and  well  ventilated  apartment 
above.  If  poultry  show  committees  will 
have  two  heights  of  pens,  let  them  in  fair- 
ness have  two  charges,  say  2s.  6d.  for  the 
upper  and  Is.  for  the  dungeons  below,  and 
they  will  soon  learn,  from  the  demand, 
which  a  discerning  public  prefers  ;  and 
lastly,  it  is  not  fair  to  the  birds  that  they 
should  be  so  "  cabined,  cribbed,  confined," 
nay  obscured ;  little  do  they  see  but  ^e 
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constant  flow  of  legs  and  petticoats  pass 
>  their  prison,  without  the  admiring  glance, 
I  although  perchance  now  and  then  they 
,  may  be  startled  by  the  sight  of  some  odd 
and  extra  inquisitive  individual  squatting 
down  on  his  hams  and  endeavouring  to 
peer  through  the  impenetrable  darkness  of 
their  temporary  abode.  If  the  space  will 
only  hold  a  certain  number  of  pens,  say 
500,  far  better  will  it  be  to  limit  the  entries 
to  that  number,  than  to  have  the  constant 
complaints  of  the  owners  of  the  ill-'treated 
birds  that  they  have  not  had  a  fair  chance  ; 
or  worse,  that  they  have  died  from  the 
<M)mbined  effects  of  neglected  merits,  dark- 
ness, dirt  and  water  from  above,  and  suffo- 
cation. I  have  said,  I  think,  enough  to 
show  that  a  radical  reformation  is  required 
in  this  branch  of  our  poultry  shows,  and 
will  now  describe  what  I  consider  the 
arrangement  of  the  pens  ought  to  be. 

The  most  economical  plan  is  to  place 

them  back  to  back,  the  bottom  of  the  pens 

ought  to  be  three  feet  from  the  ground, 

and  the  pens  should  be  three  feet  deep,  and 

for  the  larger  birds  three  feet  wide,  Le,  for 

Dorkings,  Spanish,  and  Shanghaes,  also  for 

ducks,  although,  if  space  can  be  allowed, 

,  four  feet  is  small   enough  for   the  last. 

Game,  Hamburg,  and  other  smaller  birds, 

will  do  very  well  with  twenty-seven  inches 

or  thirty  inches,  and  Bantams  with  two 

feet.     I  may  here  remark,  that  I  would 

,  make  all  the  pens  the  same  height,  say 

three  feet,  and  three  feet  deep,  excepting 

1  the  Bantams.  The  committee  must  bear  in 

mind  that  the  doors  of  the  pens  must  not 

be  permanently  secured  until  the  judges 

!  have  given  their  awards,  for  they  will  cer- 

'  tainly  handle  a  great  number  of  the  birds, 

and  therefore  the  doors  ought  to  be  securely 

but  not  permanently  fastened.    I  am  of 

opinion  that  the  fronts  used  in  the  new 

poultry  bay  at  Birmingham  will  be  the 

best,  indeed  I  am  almost  sure  that  they 

,  would  be  the  cheapest,  and  as  some  of  your 

I  readers  may  not  have  seen  them,  I  will 

;  describe  them  in  the  next  number. 

I 

I  W.  W. 


Colombiary. 

No.  II.—- The  Dovb-House  Pigeon. 

This  pigeon  is  also  known  by  the  name 
of  the  common  Dove-Cot  Pigeon,  and  is 
the  commonest  and  most  extensively  dif- 
fused of  all  the  tribe  ;  they  are  to  be  met 
with  in  immense  flocks  peopling  most  of 
our  dove-cots,  vast  numbers  are  also  to  be 
found  in  every  country  of  Europe  ;  I  have 
read  they  are  plentiful  in  India,  and  have 
been  informed  they  are  also  to  be  seen  on 
the  rocks  about  Sydney,  Australia  ;  most 
probably  the  descendants  of  escaped  birds 
taken  there  by  emigrants. 

In  many  parts  of  England  large  num- 
bers of  these  pigeons  may  be  found  in  a 
wild  state  inhabiting  rocks,  ruins,  or  located 
in  steeples  or  towers  of  our  churches  and 
other  public  buildings :  which  flocks  are 
continually  replenished  by  numbers  of  our 
tame  pigeons  that  lose  their  homes  ;  and 
this  will  also  account  for  the  variations  in 
colour  that  frequently  occur,  even  in  what 
might  otherwise  be  considered  wild  pigeons ; 
indeed  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  say  if 
these  pigeons  are  indigenous  wild  birds,  or 
only  escaped  or  ferol. 

Their  colour  is  what  is  termed  chequered 
or  dappled,  that  is,  they  are  of  a  slaty 
black  colour,  chequered  or  dappled  with  blue 
on  the  wing  coverts,  and  frequently  there 
is  a  brownish  mark  on  the  secondary  wing 
feathers ;  the  rump  is  whitish,  the  tail  is 
rather  short,  tipped  with  black,  the  exter- 
nal feathers  having  a  white  margin,  and 
the  under  parts  of  the  body  lighter,  the  neck 
feathers  glossed  with  purple  and  green; 
the  beak  is  long,  slender,  and  dark  horn 
colour,  the  eye  gravelly  red,  the  feet  red, 
but  in  the  young  blackish. 

They  are  rather  stouter  and  plumper 
made  than  the  wild  Blue  Hock  Pigeon, 
and  much  more  familiar  ;  thev  are  excel- 
lent breeders,  raising  many  pairs  of  young 
in  a  season,  and  though  wild  and  fond  of 
liberty,  may  be  rendered  very  tame  and 
docile. 

They  are  capable  of  finding  their  own 
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living  in  the  fields,  where  they  do  untold 
good  by  devouring  the  seeds  of  many  weeds 
that  they  find  on  the  ground,  they  also  eat 
many  sorts  of  vegetables  and  green  food 
that  they  find  abroad  ;«  but  the  good  they 
may  contribute  is  little  known,  and  they 
are  looked  on  by  most  farmers  as  depre- 
dators. Doubtless  they  may  occasionally  do 
some  harm  ;  it  must,  however,  be  remem- 
bered that  the  pigeon's  bill  is  not  made  for 
digging,  nor  his  feet  for  scratching.  Thus 
he  can,  at  most,  only  pick  up  the  grain 
and  seeds  that  are  improperly  covered,  or 
lie  scattered  on  the  surface,  and  which  could 
not  be  gatbered  up.  Some  persons  suppose 
that  they  feed  entirely  on  corn,  and  think, 
if  a  pigeon  one  day  eats  a  certain  quantity  of 
grain,  that  he  is  to  do  so  every  day,  and 
thus  they  reckon  up  a  large  supposed  con- 
sumption ;  but  seed-time  and  harvest  do  not 
last  all  the  year,  and  even  supposing  they 
do  some  trifling  amount  of  damage, — that  is 
to  say,  suppose  they  eat  some  corn  that 
might  have  fed  the  rooks,  pheasants,  or 
other  bir(!s  (for  very  little  of  this  corn 
would  grow),  is  not  the  damage  compen- 
sated by  the  good  they  perform  in  eating 
the  seeds  of  weeds,  and,  at  least,  the 
dung  from  a  dove-cot  should  not  be  for- 
gotten on  their  side.  I  have  been  told 
they  do  much  damage  in  a  pea-field,  but 
1  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  what,  seeing  they 
do  not  shell  the  peas,  and  though  they 
may  fill  their  croj)s,  it  is  from  those  that 
fall  out  by  the  splitting  and  curling  up  of 
some  pods  before  the  majority  are  ripe 
enough  to  harvest  ;^thus  the  only  harm  they 
do  apjiears  to  be  robbing  the  jugs  and 
poultry  that  might  be  turned  into  the 
gratton. 

The  Dove-Efouse  Pigeon,  and  indeed  all 
the  mongrels  or  small  runts,  are  very  pro- 
lific. All  pigeons  are  monogamous  ;  each 
cock  selects  his  mate,  and  generally  remains 
constant  to  her  for  their  joint  lives,  unless 
age  or  sickness  cool  their  affection.  The 
pigeons,  when  paired,  seek  out  a  nest 
place,  where  they  coo  to  each  other;  the 
cock  then  proceeds  to  fetch  the  materials 
for  the  nest,  which  the  hen  arranges  to  her 


fancy ;  fine  twigs  are  mostly  preferi'ed,  but  ! 
they  will  also  use  straw,  or  even  hay,  if 
the  others  are  not  handy.  About  a  foi-tnight  I 
after  pairing,  the  hen  usually  lays  her  first 
eggy  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
over  which  they  usually  keep  guard  ;  then 
missing  a  day,  she  lays  her  second  egg 
about  noon,  and  then  commences  the  proper 
incubation. 

The  cock  relieves  his  mate  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  sits  till  four, 
p.m.,  when  the  hen  resumes  her  place,  and 
remains  on  till  the  next  morning  ;  sixteen 
days  after  the  second  egg  is  laid  they 
hatch.  The  young  are  ugly  little  things, 
covered  only  by  a  few  tufts  of  yellow  down ; 
the  old  ones  feed  them  with  soft  meat,  a 
pap  prepared  by  the  old  birds  from  the 
food  they  eat.  The  old  ones,  taking  the 
young  bird's  beak  in  their  mouths,  inject 
the  soft  food  into  its  mouth,  which  the 
young  then  swallows ;  as  the  young  ad- 
vance, the  food  is  less  prepared,  until  it  is 
given  almost  in  the  same  state  as  the  old 
ones  find  it.  In  about  five  weeks  the  young 
are  ready  to  leave  the  nest ;  but  ere  tliis, 
the  old  usually  have  made  another  nest, 
and  frequently  sit  again,  and  sometimes 
the  second  pair  are  hatched  before  the 
first  could  feed  alone. 

(To  be  continued,) 

B.  P.  B. 


Dr.  Bennett^s  Plymouth  Bock  FowL 

At  page  152  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle,** 
**  Alector  "  mentions  an  American  variety 
of  fowls,  produced  by  a  curious  mixture  of 
different  sorts,  which  he  thinks  may  pos- 
sibly have  been  the  parents  of  the  Bramah- 
Pootras.  As  many  of  our  readers  may 
not  have  the  opportunity  of  refemng  to 
the  passage  in  Dr.  Bennett's  **  Poultry 
Book,"  to  which,  we  think  he  alludes,  an 
extract  may  be  found  interesting. 

"  I  have  given  this  name,"  writes 
Dr.  Bennett,  *'  to  a  very  extra  breed  of 
fowls,  which  I  produced  by  crossing  a 
Cochin-China  cockerel  with  a  lien,  that 
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,  was  herself  a  cross  between    the   fawn- 
coloured  Dorking,  the  Great  Malay,  and 
;  the  Wild  Indian.      *******# 
The  Plymouth  Rock  Fowl^  then,  is,  in 
I  reality,  one-half  Cocliin-China,  one-fourth 
i  fawn-coloured  Dorkinj?,  one-eighth  Great 
,  Malay,    one-eighth  Wild  Indian."      Dr. 
Bennett  mentions  them  as  a  good  cross 
only,  and  thus  describes  them. 

"  Their  plumage  is  rich  and  variegated  ; 
the  cocks  usually  red  or  speckled,  and  the 
pullets  darkish  brown.  They  are  very 
fine  fleshed  and  early  fit  for  the  table. 
Their  legs  are  very  larce  and  usually  blue 
or  green,  but  occasionally  yellow  or  white, 
generally  having  five  toes  upon  each  foot. 
Some  have  the  legs  feathered,  but  this  is 
not  usual.  They  nave  large  single  combs 
and  wattles,  lar^^e  cheeks,  rather  short 
tails,  and  small  wmgs.  They  are  domestic, 
and  not  so  destructive  to  gardens  as 
smaller  fowls."  Mr.  Burnham  (in  the 
"Massachusetts  Ploughman")  has  also 
described  thei^a  in  much  the  same  manner, 
and  mentions  them  more  than  once  as 
dnrk-coloured  birds.  However  "amiable 
and  estimable  "  they  way  be  "  in  every 
relation  of  life,"  they  seem  to  show  just 
the  extent  of  mongrelism  which  might  be 
expected,  and  do  not  in  a  single  point 
(either  in  these  descriptions  or  in  the 
picture  which  is  given  of  them)  resemble 
'  the  Brahma- Pootra  fowls. 


Notes  on  Past  Numbers. 

Continued, 

The  article  on  the  Curassow,  page  86, 
reminds  me  that  some  five  or  six  years  ago 
I  saw  in  the  poultry-yard  of  Luscombe 
House,  Dawlisii,  a  bird  which  I  was  in- 
formed came  from  South  America,  and  I 
think  Mexico.  It  was  a  female,  and  its 
mate  had  died  during  the  winter,  which 
had  then  just  passed.  It  looked  in  a 
I  neglected  state,  and  was  listlessly  wander- 
ing about  a  cold,  wet,  paved  court.  It  was 
Quite  tame^  but  did  not  apjjear  to  be  in  good 
health.    As  well  as  I  can  remember,  the 


bird  was  rather  smaller  than  a  hen  turkey, 
and,  if  the  form  of  the  tail  counts  for  much 
in  ornithology,  I  should  say  was  nearly 
allied  to  that  species.  Of  its  plumage! 
have  a  still  more  imperfect  recollection, 
but  I  think  it  was  something  pheasant- 
like and  iridescent.  If  any  of  your  Daw- 
lish  readers  were  to  institute  inquiries, 
they  might  be  able  to  learn  particulars 
that  might  be  useful. 

The  paper  of  E.  H.,  p.  89,  is  very  correct 
as  far  as  my  own  experience  goes,'and  that 
is  in  every  point  but  one,  viz.,  the  cross  be- 
tween the  Malay  Cock  and  Dorking  Hen. 
This  I  have  never  tried,  but  knowing  the 
benefits  derivable  from  the  Cochin  China  and 
Dorking  cross,  I  can  readily  credit  what  he 
says.  There  is  an  apparent  slip  of  the  pen 
at  line  30,  column  2,  page  92,  where  I 
would  suggest  the  word  "  culinary "  for 
"  general, "  and  the  more  so,  as  E.  H.  him- 
self, a  few  lines  further  on,  deprecates  the 
cross-bred  birds  being  kept  for  stock. 

**  Brahma  Pootra  may  signify  the  young 
Brahma,"  page  129,  just  as  Tahma  Pootra 
may  signify  young  Thames,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  either  stream  should  have  an 
existence. 

"  Cymon,"  at  page  148,  objects  to  the 
use  of  sawdust  for  pens  at  an  exhibition  as 
being  the  "  worst  thing."  Circumstances 
alter  cases,  and  bad  as  I  think  it  to  be,  yet 
in  some  places  it  is  the  best,  and  perhaps 
the  only  thing.  All  the  poultry  shows 
with  which  I  have  been  concerned  have 
been  held  on  the  sea-coast,  where  none  but 
salt  water  sand  was  procurable.  That,  as 
well  as  chopped  straw  and  sawdust,  has 
been  tried,  and  the  preference  given  to  the 
last,  when  it  did  not  proceed  from  oak  or 
fir  timber.  I  still  retain  my  objection  to 
soft  food  at  exhibitions,  for,  notwithstand- 
ing that  gravel  in  small  propoi-tions  is  con- 
ducive to  the  digestion  of  all  birds,  yet  I 
have  known  cases  of  fowls  being  crop- 
bound  by  reason  of  the  undue  proportion 
of  both  sand  and  sawdust  respectively. 
Salt  in  reason  is  good  for  a  man,  but  in 
large  quantities  it  will  cause  both  sickness 
and  death.    Now  a  pint  of  com  between 
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three  birds,  and  given  at  six  meals  instead 
of  two  or  three,  will,  in  conjunction  with  a 
good  supply  of  green  meat,  be  sufficient  for 
their  support ;  and  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  if  this  plan  is  carried  out  in  proportion 
to  the  size  of  the  birds,  w^e  shall  not  near  of 
their  being  crop-bound.  It  is  the  gorging 
that  does  the  mischief. 

As  regards  the  breasts  of  Cochin  China 
fowls,  "  Cymon'*  and  myself  must  agree 
to  differ.  I  would,  however,  remind  him 
that  it  is  quite  ^'  within  the  resources  of 
poultry  science"  to  improve  upon,  and  even 
to  alter  nature.  A  few  years  ago  Spanish 
fowls  were  not  allowed  to  have  black  legs, 
now  they  must  have  no  other.  Folands 
had  formerly  no  right  to  muffs,  now  it  is 
a  fashionable  appendage.  The  admission 
of  rose  combs  to  coloured  Dorkings  is 
recent,  and  vulture  hocks  to  Cochin  Cninas 
may  be  still  almost  deemed  a  novelty. 

I  am  quite  of  your  victimised  corre- 
spondent's opinion  about  ^'purchased  eggs." 
I  have  no  reason  myself  to  complain  of 
their  not  hatching,  though  I  have  had  some 
from  a  distance  of  250  miles,  but  I  never 
hatched  a  show  bird  from  any  but  my  own 
eggs.  If  any  of  your  readers  have  ever 
been  more  successful  in  this  respect,  I  wish 
they  would  come  forward  and  state  the  fact 
on  the  principle  of  audi  alteram  partem. 

As  I  don't  agree  with  Mr.  John  Fairlie 
that  "honesty  of  purpose  requires  no 
anonymous  signature"  (in  all  probability 
we  view  the  matter  from  different  points), 
I  still  subscribe  myself 

A LECTOR. 

P.S.  If  you  would  head  each  number 
with  an  index  of  "  Contents,"  it  would 
materially  assist  your  readers  to  refer  to 
any  past  communications. 

[We  have  known  chickens  from  bought 
eggs  take  a  prize.  —  We  would  willingly 
give  a  table  of  contents  to  each  number, 
but  the  printers  object  to  it  strongly,  on 
the  truthful  plea  of  the  inconvenient  delay 
which  it  occasions  at  the  last  moment. 
We,  however,  give  a  copious  index  on  the 
wrapper  to  each  monthly  part.    Our  cor- 


respondent will  find  the  river  Berftmpoota, 
Burrampoota,  or  Brahmapootra,  inserted 
in  most  atlases,  and  mentioped  in  most 
gazetteers. — Ed.] 


Schedule  of  the  Cheltenham  Poultry 
Show. 

The  third  Cheltenham  Annual  Summer 
Exhibition  of  Poultry  wiU. take  place  on  I 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  June  14th  and  i 
15th,  at  the  Pittville  Spa,  under  thd  pa-  I 
tronage  of  the  Lonl  Lieutenant  of  the  I 
county  of  Gloucester,  and  many' others  of  | 
the  aristocracy,  clergy,  and  gentry  of  the  i 
neighbourhood.  | 


COCHIN  CHINA  CHICKEN.— (Cinnamon, 

Buff,  or  Partridge.) 

Cockerel  and  Three  Pullets ;  .hatched  since 

1st  January,  1854. 

Class  2.-- Ist  Prize  Silver  Cup  or    3    0   0 

2nd  Prize 10   0 

3rd  Prize 0  10   0 


COCHIN  CHINA.— (Partridge  or  Dark.) 
Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Ckss  3.— Ist  Prize          Silver  Cup  or    5    0  0 

2nd  Prize 1  10  0 

3rd  Prize 0  10  0 

COCHIN  CHINA.-(WHrrB.) 

Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  4.— Ist  Prize          Silver  Cup  or    5    0  0 

2nd  Prize 1  10  0 

3rd  Prize 0  10  0 


COCHIN  CHINA  CHICKEN.— (White.) 

Cockerel  and  Three  Pullets ;  hatched  sinoe 

Ist  January,  1854. 

Class  5.— 1st  Prize  Silver  Cap  or    3    0   0 

2nd  Prize 1    0   0 

3rd  Prize 0  10   0 


LIST    OF    PRIZBS. 
COCHIN  CHINA.— (Cinnamon  or  Buff.) 

Cock  and  Two  HeUs.  < 

Class  1.— Ist  Prize         Silver  Cup  or  £5    0  0 

2nd  Prize 1  10   0 

3rd  Prize 0  10   0 
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I  COCHIN  CHINA.— (Black.) 

;  Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

I    Class  6,— 1st  Prize  Silver  Cup  or  £5    0 


I 


2nd  Prize 
3rd  Prize 


1  10 
0  10 


COCHIN  CHINA  CHICKEN.— (Black.) 

Cockerel  and  Three  Pullets ;  hatched  since 

1st  January,  1854. 

Class  7.— 1st  Prize  Silver  Cup  or    3    0    0 

2nd  Prize 10    0 

3rd  Prize 0  10    0 


I  DORKING.— Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

I I  Class  8.— 1st  Prize  Silver  Cup  or    5    0 

2nd  Prize 1  10 

3rd  Prize 0  10 


SPANISH.— Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  9.— 1st  Prize  Silver  Cup  or    5    0  0 

2nd  Prize 1  10  0 

3rd  Prize 0  10  0 


BRAHMA  POOTRA.— Cock  and  Two  Hens. 
Class  10.— 1st  Prize         Silver  Cup  or    3    0    0 


2nd  Prize    . . 
3rd  Prize    . . 


1    0 
0  10 


GAME.— Cock  and  Two  Hens. 
Class  11.— 1st  Prize         Silver  Cup  or    3 

2nd  Prize 1 

3rd  Prize 0 


0  0 
0  0 
10    0 


MALAY.— Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  12.— 1st  Prize         Silver  Cup  or    3    0  0 

2nd  Prize 10  0 

3rd  Prize 0  10  0 


POLANDS.— (Gold-Spanoled.) 

CUSS  14.— 1st  Prize 10 

2nd  Prize 0  10 

3rd  Prize 0    5 


POLANDS.— (Silver-Spangled.) 
\                      Cock  and  Two  Hens. 
I  Class  15.— 1st  Prize 10 


2nd  Prize 
3rd  Prize 


0  10 
0    5 


POLANDS. — (Black  with  white  Crest.) 
Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  13.— Ist  Prize 10    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

3rd  Prize 0    5    0 


HAMBURGS.— (Gold-Spanolsd.) 
Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  16.— 1st  Prize i51    0    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

3rd  Prize 0    5    0 

HAMBURGS.— (Silver-Spangled.) 
Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  17.— 1st  Prize 10    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

3rd  Prize 0    5    0 

HAMBURGS.— (Gold-Pbkcillbd.) 
Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  18.— 1st  Prize 10    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

3rd  Prize 0    5    0 

HAMBURGS.— (Siver-Pencilled.) 
Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  19.— 1st  Prize 10    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

3rd  Prize 0    5    0 

BANTAMS.— (Black.)— Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  20.— l»t  Prize 10    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

BANTAMS.— (White.)— Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  21.--lst  Prize 1    0    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

BANTAMS.— (Gold-Laced.) 
Cock  and  TWo  Hens. 
Class  22.— 1st  Prize     . .         . .        , .     10    0 
2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

BANTAMS.— (Silver-Laced.) 
Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  23.— 1st  Prize 10    0^ 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

THOROUGH-BRBD. 
Class  24.— Cock  and  Two  Hens,  de- 
serving specimens  of  any 
variety  not  named  in  the 
Schedule. 
Three  Prizes  of  £1  each . .     3    0    0 

CHICKENS. 
Class  25.— Cockerel  and  Three  Pullets, 
hatched  since  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1854,  any  distinct 
hreed  for  useful  purposes 
(Cochin  China  excepted). 
Three  Prizes  of  £1  each..     3    0    0 
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TURKEYS.— Cock  and  Hen. 

Class  26.— 1st  Prize dC2    0  0 

2nd  Prize 10  0 

GUINEA  FOWL.— Cock  and  Hen. 

Class  27.— 1st  Prize 0  15  0 

2nd  Prize 0    5  0 

PIGEONS.— (Carriers.)— Pairs. 

Class  28.— Ut  Prize 0  10  0 

2nd  Prize 0    5  0 

Runts. — Pairs. 

Class  29.— 1st  Prize 0  10  0 

2nd  Prize 0    5  0 

Pouters  or  Croppers. 

Class  30.— Ist  Prize 0  10  0 

2nd  Prize 0    5  0 

Black  Pantails.  ' 

Class  31.— 1st  Prize 0  10  0 

2nd  Prize 0    5  0 

White  Fantailp. 

Class  32.— Ist  Prize 0  10  0 

2nd  Prize    ..         ..'..050 

Jacobins. 

Class  33.— 1st  Prize 0  10  0 

2nd  Prize 0    5  0 

Almond  Tumblers. 

Class  34.— Ist  Prize 0  10  0 

2nd  Prize 0    5  0 


\  Any  otHER  Varieties, 

Class  35.— Three  Prizes  of  10s.  each        1  10    0 

GEESE.— Gander  and  Goose. 

Class  36.— 1st  Prize 10    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

DUCKS.— (White  Aylesbury.) 
Drake  and  Duck. 

Class  37.— 1st  Prize 10    0 

2Dd  Prize 0  10    0 

Rouen. — Drake  and  Dnck. 

Class  38.— 1st  Prize 10    0 

2nd  Prize 0  10    0 

Any  other  Variety.— Drake  and  Duck. 
Class  39.-^Three  Prizes  of  10s.  each       1  10    0 


***  The  Judges  will  '*  Hijrhly  Commend/*  or 
"  Commend,"  all  deserving  Pens  in  each  Class, 
which  will  appear  in  the  printed  list  of  Prizes. 


Rules  and  Regulations. 

1.  The  Exhibition  to  take  place  on  the  14th 
and  15th  of  June,  1854,  at  the  Pittville  Spa, 
Cheltenham. 

2. — All  entries  must  be  made  on  the  forms 
supplied  by  the  Secretaries,  on  or  before  the  3rd 
of  June,  1854. 

3.— Entrance-fees  from  Class  1  to  12  inclusiye, 
5e.  per  pen,  13  to  39  inclnsive,  28.  6d.  per  pen. 

4. — Exhibitors  must  in  all  cases  state  a  price 
at  which  they  will  sell  their  specimens,  which 
must  be  sold  in  pens  (including  the  basket  in 
which  they  are  sent),  and  not  divided,  and  should 
the  same  be  sold,  £10  per  cent,  will  be  deducted 
from  the  proceeds  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
Exhibition ;  all  sales  must  be  registered  in  the 
Secretaries*  books. 

5.— Birds  will  be  received  only  on  Tuesday, 
the  13th  of  June,  and  it  is  particularly  requested 
that  tlie  birds  may  be  so  forwarded  as  to  arrive 
early  on  that  day ;  proper  direction  labels  will 
be  supplied  i>y  the  Secretaries;  parriage  in  all 
cases  must  be  prepaid. 

6.— The  Judges  will  be  empowered  to  with- 
hold a  prize  or  prizes  in  any  of  the  Classes  in 
which  the  specimens  are  deemed' unworthy. 

7. — The  office  for  the  sale  of  birds  will  be 
opened  on  the  first  day  of  the  Exhibition  at  three 
o'clock,  and  on  the  second  day  at  twelve  o'clock. 

8. — A  subscriber  of  10s.  shall  be  entitled  to 
four  admission  tickets  for  the  first  day  (two 
children  under  twelve  years  of  age  will  be  ad- 
mitted with  one  ticket)  ;  the  subscription  list  to 
remain  openuntil  the  12th  of  June,  after  which, 
the  admission  tickets  for  the  first  day  shall  be 
5s.  each ;  the  Secretaries,  on  receipt  of  a  post- 
office  order  with  a  stamped  directed  enveiope, 
will  forward  admission  tickets. 

9. — On  the  first  day  (Wednesday,  June  the 
14th),  the  Gardens  will  be  opened  at  Two  o'clock, 
admission  to  non-subscribers,  or  where  ticketa 
have  not  been  secured  as  above,  59.  each.  On 
the  second  day  (Thursday,  June  the  15th),  the 
Gardens  will  oe  opened  at  Ten  o'clock.  Ad- 
mission Is.  each  until  the  final  close  of  the  show 
at  Seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

10. — All  eggs  will  be  broken,  and  the  Secre- 
taries will  take  every  possible  care  of  the  birds 
entrusted  to  their  charge,  but  they  will  not  hold 
themselves  responsible  for  any  unavoidable  ac- 
cident or  misfortune.  Re-packing  will  commence 
immediately  on  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  by 
the  Secretaries  and  their  assistants,  and  for- 
warded without  delay;  no  peri^on  will  be  allowed 
to  remove  any  pen  without  the  consent  of  the 
Secretaries. 

All  birds  to  be  forwarded  according  to  the 
address  given  by  the  Exhibitors,  unless  sold  and 
entered  in  the  Secretaries'  books. 
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11. — All  letters. or  communications  requiring 
an  answer  must  contain  a  stamped  directed 
euTelope.  A  schedule  of  prizes  may  be  bad  b^ 
enclosing  two  postage  stamps  to 

JsesoPj  Brothers, 
The  Aviaries,  Cheltenham.  Secretaries. 

The  Great  Western,  the  South  Wales,  and  the 
Midland  Railway  Companies,  have  agreed  to 
carry  birds  for  this  Exhibition  both  ways  for  one 
fare. 

There  wlllbe  a  grand  musical  promenade  each 
day,  commebcing  at  Two  o'clock. 

The  liberality  of  the  prize  list,  including 

as  it  does  six  silver  dups  of  the  value  of 

£5  each,  and  the  same  nupiber  £3  each, 

will,  no  doubt^  draw  numerous  exliibitors 

and  spectators  to  this  exceedingly  popular 

locality  in  tlit  midst  of  the  "  leafy  month 

'   of  June.'"     The  railways,  ad  mentioned 

'  ■  above,  offer  welcome  and  liberal  aid  by 

I  carrying  the  birds  both  ways  for  one  fare  ; 

I '  and  'we  would  wish  to  draw  the  particular 

I,  attention    of   our  readers  to  some  items 

i;  contained   in  the  regulations.       Business 

•will  be  facilitated,  and  mistakes  avoided, 

by  the  baskets  being  included  in  the  sale 

of  the  lards.     The  office  for  the  sale  of 

birds  will  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of 

exhibition,  at  -3  p.m.,  one  hour  later  than 

I  the  openin*r  of  the  show,  an  arrangement 

;  which  will    be  pleasing  to    many    pur- 

I  chasers. 


To  Bonltry  Exhibitors. 

The  golden  age  for  poultry  judges  will 
be  when  every  exhibitor  is  himself  able  to 
act  in  that  capacity ;  but.  in  this,  as  in 
other  pursuits,  there,  is  no  royal  road  to 
knowledge.  All  the  fundamental  rules 
must  be  observed,  and  the  tiresome  and 
uninteresting  preliminaries  must  be  mas- 
tered by  the  student  before  he  is  able  to 
judge  even  for  himself  with  any  degree  of 
correctness.  We  would  advise  all  those 
who  breed  with  the  intention  of  exhibiting 
largely,  to  fit  up,  in  some  convenient  place, 
a  pen  similar  to  those  used  at  exhibitions. 
Put  the  birds  intended  for  competition  in  it, 
and  look  not  for  their  beauties  and  good 
qualities,  but  for  their  defects  and  their  de- 


ficiencies. Remove  any  bird  that  does  not 
match,  or  that  falls  short  in  the  merit  re- 
quired, and  substitute  another  for  it,  till, 
after  careful  criticism,  you  can  find  no 
fault.  Mark  the  birds,  turn  them  out,  and 
in  a  few  days  judge  them  again.  You  will 
be  astonished  at  the  numerous  changes  you 
will  make,  and  still  more  so  at  tlie  know- 
ledge you  will  acquire.  "  But,*'  says  the 
tyro,  "  I  know  not  the  rules,"  We  reply, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  know  them  ;  and  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  write  them. 
With  very  few,  if  any,  exceptions,  the  best 
birds  win  the  prizes.  Take  Captain 
Hornby,  for  instance,  in  Spanish  and 
Dorkings.  That  gentleman  did  not  begin 
by  asking  for  rules,  but  he  was  careful  to 
get  the  best  birds  money  would  buy,  and 
the  consequence  has  been,  a  career  of  suc- 
cess so  uninterrupted  as  to  cause  astonish- 
ment to  every  one.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  Mrs.  Stowe,  Messrs.  Andrews,  Punchra-d, 
Sturgeon,  Fairlie,  Steggall,  Gilbert,  and 
others,  in  Cochin  Chinas  ;  Messrs.  Mons?y, 
Thurnall,  Bullock,  &c.,  in  game ;  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Astley,  Miss  Walker,  Mrs.  H. 
Fookes,  Mr.  Fellowes,  the  Messrs.  Lowe, 
the  Rev.  R.  Pulleine,  and  Mr.  Adkins,  in 
pencilled  and  spangled  Hamburgs  ;  Messrs. 
Symonds,  Rawson,  and  others,  in  Polands  ; 
Messrs.  Hewitt,  Sparey,  and  Adkins,  in 
bantams ;  Mr.  Fairlie  and  Lord  Hill,  in 
turkeys.  We  do  not  for  a  moment  pretend 
there  are  not  many  other  names  equally 
deserving  mention,'  and  which  would  as 
well  illustrate  our  position  ;  but  the  above 
will  suffice,  as  we  are  not  here  chronicling 
the  deeds  of  those  we  mention,  but  seeking 
to  show  that,  provided  judges  are  compe- 
tent, whicli  they  mostly  are,  the  awards 
go  to  the  best  pens,  and  thus  birds  of  one 
particuliar  strain  traverse  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  country,  only  to  gather  fresh 
laurels. 

This  we  think  proves  that,  without  re- 
sorting to  published  books  of  points,  the 
best  birds  always  get  the  prizes,  because 
they  travel  the  round  of  the  shows,  meet 
with  diversity  of  judges,  and  yet  the  same 
success.     Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  quality 
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of  the  birds  themselves,  and  also  to  the 
judgment  exercised  by  the  exhibitors  in 
matching  their  pens.  This  will  be  acquired 
hy  adopting  the  plan  we  suggested  at  the 
outset. 

We  would  conclude  by  saying  to  ex- 
hibitors— the  rules  are  written  in  the  prize- 
pens  ;  the  lesson  should  be  learned  there, 
and  put  in  practice  in  the  yard  at  home. 
A  Minute  Obseryeb. 


The  If  ewcastle  Poultry  Show. 

The  third  show  of  the  Newcastle, 
Northumberland,  and  Durham  Poultiy 
Society  was  held  in  the  Corn  Exchange, 
at  Newcastle.  On  the  19th  and  20th  inst., 
and  though  the  committee  only  got  pos- 
session of  the  building  at  one  o'clock  on 
the  18th,  the  pens  were  all  ready  for  the 
reception  of  the  poultry  at  six  o'clock  the 
next  morning ;  the  arrangement  of  the 
pens  was  excellent,  a  proper  height  from 
the  ground  with  a  thorough  light,  which 
enabled  the  birds  to  be  seen  to  great  ad- 
vantage. In  Cochins,  the  class  of  old 
birds,  cinnamon  and  buff,  were  well  repre- 
sented, Messrs.  H.  Marshall,  of  Durham, 
and  C.  F.  Perkins,  of  Picktree,  being  the 
successful  candidates.  The  partridge,  and 
also  the  white  classes,  were  very  indif- 
ferent ;  no  prize  was  awarded  to  the  former, 
and  only  a  second  to  the  latter. 

Of  Spanish  there  was  a  fair  show,  but 
nothing  first-rate.  The  Dorking  hens  were 
in  general  very  good,  but  the  cocks  in- 
ferior ;  the  game  class  small,  bat  good. 
It  was  whispered  that  a  few  quiet  mains 
are  still  fought  by  th^  pitmen,  near  New- 
castle, at  this  season,  which  would  account 
in  some  measure  for  the  deficiency.  The 
whole  class  of  Hamburgs  were  but  poorly 
represented.  The  Polish  few,  but  very 
good.  The  fiantams,  too,  larger,  but  the 
Sebrights  well  laced.  Aylesbury  and 
Rouen  ducks  good.  Mr.  W.  Trotter  took 
the  first  prize  for  turkevs,  with  a  splendid 
pair  of  American.  There  was  amongst 
the  extra  pens  a  pair  of  Egyptian  fowls, 


which,  as  they  seem  a  perfectly  distinct 
breed,  are  worth  describing.  Colour  white, 
comb  split  and  laid  back  upon  the  head,  | 
legs  yellow,  ten  toes,  size  rather  larger  I 
than  an  ordinary  Bantam.  A  new  feature 
in  this  exhibition  was  the  show  of  Pea- 
cocks ;  nine  were  exhibited  in  a  large  pen, 
each  with  a  ticket  round  his  neck,  and 
nine  more  beautiful  birds  have  seldom, 
if  ever,  before  been  seen  together.  A  pied 
bird,  which  took  the  second  prize,  was 
particularly  handsome  as  a  fancy  bird,  his 
breast  being  alternate  bars  of  purple  and 
white  feathers,  the  tail  and  crest  also  very 
evenly  raised.  \ 

There  was  a  large  show  of  hen  and  duck 
eggs  ;  a  peculiarly  large  egg  was  exhibited  ; 
and  thus  described.  "  One  of  several  laid  | 
by  a  hen  of  Mrs.  Fawcus,  Dunstan,  near  : 
Alnwick,  dimensions  9i  inches  by  7^ —  ! 
weight  6  oz."  1 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  state,  that  no  less   ! 
than  twelve  prizes  were  carried  ofi^  by  cot-   ! 
tagers  of  a  rental   not  exceeding  £8  per    , 
annum— a  proof  that,  at  least  in  Northum- 
berland, the  poultry  mania  is  taking  a 
right  direction,  by  teaching  the  labourer 
that  a  good  and  profitable  bird  Ta&y  be 
kept  on  the  same  food  as  the  miserable  speci- 
mens we  too  often  see  about  a  cottage  door. 

The  greatest  credit  is  due  to  the  com- 
mittee for  the  excellent  arrangements. 

The  Rev.  R.  Pulleine,  of  Kirkby  Wiske, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Reid,  of  Newcastle,  were 
the  judges.  K.  W. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  prizes  : — 

Cochin  China.    (Cinnamon  and  Bnflf.) 

Class  1. — Best  cock  and  two  hens,  No.  3,  Mr. 
H.  Marshall,  Durham;  second  best.  No.  1,  C. 
F.  Perkins,  Esq.,  Picktree  House,  Chester-le- 
street.  No.  5,  Mr.  Richard  Dewes,  Park-row, 
Knaresborough— highly  commended. 

Class  2. — Best  cock  and  one  hen>  No.  15,  C. 
F.  Perkins,  Esq. ;  second  best.  No.  16,  C.  F. 
Perkins,  Esq.  No.  18,  H.  Marshall,  Esq.^ 
Durham — highly  commended. 

Cochin  China.    (Partridge  or  Brown.) 

Class  3.— Best  cock  and  one  hen,  No.  23,  Mr. 
Wm.  Trotter.  Bywell;  second  best.  No.  24»  H. 
Marshall,  Esq.,  Durham. 

Class  4. — Best  cock  and  one  hen ;  no  award. 
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Cochin  China.    (White.) 

Class  5. — Best  cock  and  two  hens ;  no  award ; 
i!  second  best.  No.  29,  Mr.  Jos.  Swan^  Newcastle. 
I     Class  6. — ^Best  cock  and  one  hen ;  no  award. 
I  CocHiK  Chika.    (Hatched  1853.) 

'  Class  7.— Best  cockerel  and  two  pullets,  No.  41, 
'  RJbrshaU,  £eq.,  Durham;  second  best.  No.  58, 
!  Mr.  W.  Trotter,  ByweU.  No.  46,  Frederick 
[  Powell,  Esq.,  Knaresborongh,  York— highly 
'  commended. 

Spanish. 

Chss  8. — Best  cock  and  two  hens.  No.  62, 
Mr.  William  Ligfatfoot,  ShieUfield.  Newcastle; 
second  best.  No.  63,  F.  Powell,  Esq.,  Knares- 
borongb,  York. 

Class  9. — Second  best  cock  and  one  hen,  No.  70, 
Mr.  William  Trotter,  Bywell. 

Class  10. — Best  cockerel  and  two  pnllets, 
No.  80^  Mr.  William  Ligbtfoot,  Shieldfield; 
second  best.  No.  74,  Mjrs.  W.  T.  Bell,  Hill- 
boose,  Bishopw«armouth.  No.  83,  Mrs.  Dow- 
ness,  Alnmouth,  Alnwick— highly  commended. 
Dorkings.    (Coloured.) 

Class  11. — Best  cock  and  two  hens,  No.  87, 
Mr.  John  Grahana,  West  Jesmond. 

Class  12. — Beat  cock  and  one  hen.  No.  96,  N. 
G.  Lambert,  Esq.,  Killingworth. 

Class  13.— Best  cockerel  and  two  pnllets,  No. 
99,  Mr.  C.  Svarbreck,  Thirsk;  second  best. 
No.  97,  Mr.  J.  James,  Samiston,  Kelso. 

Dorkings.    (White.) 

Class  14. — Best  cock  and  two  hens.  No.  102, 

Mr.  L.   W.    Atkinson,  Newbiggen,  Hexham; 

second  best.  No.  103,  ditto. 

Malay. 

Class  15. — Best  cock  and  two  hens ;  no  award. 

Game  Fowl. 
Class  16. — Best  cock  and  two  hens.  No.  107, 
Mr.   G.    Hudson,    Bigg   Market,    Newcastle ; 
i  second  best.  No.  108,  Mr.  J.  Charlton,  Simpson- 
;  street,  Newcastle.  ^t     ,,« 

I  Class  17. — Best  cock  and  one  hen,  No.  112, 
I  ditto;  second  best.  No.  115,  Mr.  J.  H.  Smith, 
I  Skelton-grange,  York» 

GOLDKN-PBKCILLKD    HaMBUROS. 

Class  18.^-Best  cock  and  two  hens ;  no  award. 

Chiss  19. — Best  cock  and  one  hen.  No.  119, 
Mr.  Wm.  Trotter,  Bywell ;  second  best.  No.  118, 
Mr.  R.  Blackburn,  Slaley. 

SiLVBR-rBNCILLBD  HamBURGS. 

Class  20. — Best  cock  and  two  hens,  No.  126, 
Mr.  W.  Surtees,  Newlands,  Stocksfield ;  second 
best.  No.  121,  Mr.  C.  F.  Perkins,  Picktree- 
honse,  Chester- Ic-street.  ^       t^t     loo 

Class  21. — Best  cock  and  one  hen,  No.  132, 
Mr.  H.  Surtees,  cottager.  Lodge,  Riding-mill ; 


I  second  best.  No.  131,  Capt.  W.  H.  Snell,  St. 
'  Swithin's-lane,  London. 

I  Golden -spangled  Hambvros. 

I  Class  22.— Best  cock  and  two  hens,  No.  138, 
,  Mr.  James  Millon,  Wallsend;  second  best, 
I  No.  142,  Mr.  Wm.  Trotter,  Bywell.  No.  141, 
!  Mr.  W.  Wakinahaw,  Poplar-cottage,  near  New- 
castle— highly  commended. 
Class  23. — Best  cock  and  hen ;  no  award. 

Silver-spangled  Hamburgs. 

Class  24. — Best  cock  and  two  hens.  No.  146, 
Mr.  W.  Trotter,  Bywell;  second  best.  No.  144, 
N.  Pines,  Esq.,  DarHngton. 

Class  25.— Best  cock  and  one  hen.  No.  148, 
Mr.  D.  Home,  Marton,  Middlesborongh-on- 
Tees;  second  best.  No.  147,  Mr.  Robert  Fer- 
guson, cooper,  Alnwick. 

Polish  (black,  with  white  crest). 
Class  26. — Best  cock  and  two  hens :  no  award. 
Class  27. — Best  cock  and  one  hen.  No.  150,  Mr. 
R.  Collingwood,  Southwick,  Sunderland. 

Golden  Polish. 

Class  28.~Be8t  cock  and  two  hens.  No.  152, 
Mr.  W.  Trotter,  Bywell. 

Class  29. — Best  oock  and  one  hen.  No.  154,  Mr. 
W.  Trotter,  ByweU:  second  best.  No.  153,  Mr. 
W.  Lambert,  Slaley. 

Silver  Polish. 

Class  30. — Best  cock  and  two  hens.  No.  155, 
Mr.  W.  Trotter,  Bywell. 

Class  31. — Best  cock  and  one  hen,  no  award. 

Ant  other  distinct  Breed  named. 
Class  32.— Best  cock  and  two  hens.  No.  1q9, 
Mr.  T.  Sanderson,  Seaton  Slaice,  Andalusians ; 
second  best,  do.  No.  156,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Bell, 
Hill-hoose,  black  Cochins;  No.  159,  Mr.  T. 
Sanderson  (cottager),  Seaton  Slaice,  Andalu- 
sians; and  No.  162,  Mr,  Henry  Surtees  (cottager), 
Lodge,  Riding-mill,  Sussex  breed— prize  to  each 
equal. 

Bantams— One  Cock  and  Two  Hens. 

Class  33.— Best  gold-laced.  No.  168,  Mr.  J. 
Gray,  Garesfield;  second  best.  No.  164,  Cap. 
W.  H.  Snell,  London. 

Class  34. — Best  aiWer-laoed,  no  award. 

Class  35.— Best  white-laced.  No.  169,  Miss 
Riddell,  Cheesebum  Grange. 

Class  36.— Best  black-laced.  No.  173,  Mr.  H. 
Walker,-  Brandling* place,  Newcastle;  second 
best,  No.  170,  Mr.  R.  Burrell,  Twizell-house. 

Class  37. — Best  of  any  other  breed,  no  award. 

Any  of  the  above  Breeds. 
Class  38.— Best  cock  and  four  hens.  No,  176. 
Mr.  W.  Trotter,    Bywell;    second  best.   No. 
175,  do. 
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Class  39.— Best  gander.  No.  175,  Mr^  G.  J. 
Bell,  DinniDgtoQ;  second  best,  No.  177,  Hon. 
Mrs.  T.  Liddell,  Ravenswortb-castle. 
Ducks.'  (Aylesbury.) 

Class  40. —Best  drake  and  two  ducks.  No.  187, 
Mr.  W.  Trotter,  Bywell;  second  best,  No.  182, 
Mr.  J.  James,  Samiscon,  Kelso. 
Ducks.   (Rouen.) 

Class  41.— Best  drake  and  two  ducks.  No.  193, 
Rev.  F.  R.  Simpson,  Nortb  Sunderland ;  second 
best.  No.  192,  ditto. 

Any  other  Variety. 

Class 42.— Best;  drake  and  two  duckfi.  No.  200, 
Mrs.  Hawdon,  Morpeth ;  second  beat.  No.  196, 
Mrs.  Smith,  Haughton  Castle. 

Ducks.   (Muscovy). 

Class  43.— Best  drake  and  one  duck.  No.  202, 
G.  W.  Stable.  Esq..  Heaton  Dean,  Newcastle ; 
second  beat.  No.  201,  Mrs.  S.  Rutherford,  Els- 
wick-lane,  Newcastle. 

Turkeys. 

Class  44.— Best  cock  and  one  ben.  No.  205, 
Mr.  W.  Trotter,  Bywell  j  second  best.  No.  203, 
Mrs.  Forrester,  Follonsby.  No.  204.  Mrs.  Gib- 
son. Derwent-villa— highly  commended. 

Class  45.— Best  cock,  No.  206,  Miss  M.  J.  Pea- 
cock, Dinuington. 

Extra  Stock. 

Prizes  were  awarded  to  the  following  in  this 
class :— No.  210,  Mr.  James  Riclmrdson,  York, 
9  Cochin  China  pullets ;  No.  213,  H.  Marshall, 
Eso.,  Durham,  silver  cinnamon  j  No.  221,  Mrs. 
Robson,  Fawdon,  white  Spanish ;  No.  224,  Mr. 

D.  Hume  (cottager),  Marton,  near  Middlesbro' 
on  Tees,  *'silk  fowl,"  10  months ;  No.  237.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Stable,  Heaton  Dean,  Newcastle,  Shield 
drakes  ;  No.  239,  Mr.  J.  Etrick  Wilkinson, 
Dunston,  Swans. 

Class  48. — ^To  the  Cottager  (rent  not  more 
than  £S),  who  exhibits  the  best  lot,  in  any  of  the 
above  classes.  No.  87,  Mr.  J.  Graham,  West  Jes- 
mond;  second  best,  No.  179,  Mr.  G.  J.  Bell, 
Dinnington ;  third  best.  No.  126,  Mr.  Wm.  Sur- 
tees,  Newlands,  Stockslield. 
Pea  Fowl. 

Class  49.— Best  peacock,  No.  246,  Mr.  Jos. 
Tweddle,  Pennyhill ;  second  best,  No.  242,  Mr. 

E.  B.  Thompson,  Reavely,  Alnwick.  This  class 
highly  commended. 

Pigeons. 

Class  50. — ^Best  pair  of  carriers,  No.  251,  Mr. 
Matthew  Thompson,  Arcada,  Newcastle. 

Class  51.— Best  pair  of  almond  tumblers.  No. 
253,  Mr.  Geo.  Fawdon,  Gateshead. 

Class  52. — Best  pair  of  nuns;  no  award. 

Class  53.— Best  pair  of  turbits,  No.  255,  Mr. 
Benj.  Palfreyman,  Ballast  Hills. 


I      Class  55.— Best  pair  of  fantails.  No.  256,  Mr. 
I  George  Fawdon,  Gatesbead. 

Class  56.— Best  paur  of  trumpeters.  No.  253, 
ditto. 

Class  57. — ^Best  pair  of  pouters  or  croppers. 
No.  260,  ditto. 

Class  58.— Best  pair  of  silver  dragons.  No.  262, 
Mr.  B.  Palfreyman. 

Class  61.— Best  pair  of  Antwerps,  No.  264, 
Mr.  Geo.  Fawdon. 

Eggs. 

Class  64.— Best  twelve  hens  eggs.  No.  227, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Challoner,  Newcastle,  Spanish. 

Class  65.— Best  twelve  ducks'  e^gs.  No.  280, 
Rev.  F.  R.  Simpson,  North  Sunderland. 


ChitrChat 

A  NEW  Periodical  on  j^ardenin":  and 
horticulture,  named  the  ''Horticultural 
Journal,  and  Farm  and  Garden  Adver- 
tiser," is  just  added  to  this  useful, 
interesting,  and  entertaining  class  of 
works,  under  the  auspices  of  the  well- 
known  Mr.  Glenny,  who  now  thus  brings 
his  twenty-one  years'  experience  in  writing; 
for  the  horticultural  world  to  hear  upon 
the  subject  to  which  he  has  so  long  devoted 
attention.  It  is  a  little,  well-arranged 
work,  in  the  form  of  a  newspaper,  and  is 
published  weekly,  price  twopence. 

In  an  American  Monthly  Journal 
we  notice  the  follow^ing, — "At  the  state 
poultry  show,  the  following  sales  were 
noticed,  which  indicate  that  the  *hen 
fever '  rages  as  violent  as  ever : — 
Three  white  Shanghaes  fiO  dollars. 

Four  Chittagong  chickens  20      „ 

A  trio  of  wild  geese  15       „ 

Three  Sebright  Bantams  50      „ 

Coop  of  eight  ducks  (Aylesbury 

and  crested)  20      „ 

Three  Brahmas  SO      „ 

Fifty  dollars  were  refused  for  one  cock. 
Three  black  Poland  with  white 

topknots  o      „ 

These  prices  are  not  large  compared 
with  many  which  have  been  given  ia 
England." 

American  National  Poultry  So- 
ciety.— A  number  of  genilemen  inter- 
ested in  the  poultry  business  met  at  the 
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Astor  House,  New  York,  on  the  5tli  of 
January,  and  orn^anized  a  national  society 
for  the  improvenent  of  domestic  poultry. 
The  "Tribune"  says,  "  Several  hundred 
dollars  were  subscribed,  which  will  be 
offered  in  premiums  for  the  best  specimens 
of  fowls  that  can  be  produced  fi*om  any 
part  of  the  United  States."  Before  now 
the  show  has  taken  place  ;  this  is  doing 
business  with  truly  American  prompti- 
tude. 

Mr.  Stevens's  Sale. — There  was  a  lot 

of  six   bufF  and   silver  cinnamon,   early 

hatched  Cochin  chickens,  from  the  stock 

of  Mr.   .lones,   of  Fulham,  which   could 

scarcely  fail  to  be  a  bargain,  if  they  were 

good  and  health}',  for  they  were  sold  for 

.   £1.     We  were  not  present,  but  we  were 

told  the    Brahmas   were  very  far    from 

meritorious.      The^   prices    which     they 

fetched  were— CocUcrel,  £2.  2^.    Pullets, 

£3.— £2.  10*.— £2.  2*.      A  Buff  Cochin 

'  Pullet  of  Mr.  Collinson's  sold  for  £1. 10*. 

,  From  the  stock  of  W.  G.  Vivian,  Esq.,  of 

1 1  Singleton,  there  were,  a  pure  black  Cochin 

Cockerel,  £1 ;  two  Golden  Poland  Pul- 

i '  lets,  £1  each  ;  they  had  taken  a  first  prize 

,,  in  Baker    Street.      There    were    also    a 

j  I  Golden  Poland  hen  and  two  cocks  about 

the  same  price. 


%  mafs  f  ttttr-§ffjf. 


ii 


BRAHMA  POOTBAS  AND  THE  BUFF  COCHIN-. 

SiB, — Will  you  be  good  enough  to  let 
me  have  a  crow  in  answer  to  the  flutter  of 
a  "  Buff  Cochin,"  in  your  last  number  but 
one.  In  his  communication  he  made  use 
of  m3'  name  three  times,  and  although  he 
says  I  have  no  ear  for  music,  yet  I  think 
that  was  harping  too  much  on  one  string, 
and  a  performance  which  might  not  pro- 
duce much  harmony. 

I  suppose  it  is  a  natural  consequence  of 
my  vanity  in  rushing  into  print,  to  lay 
myself  open  to  such  attacKs;  but  in 
fairness,  after  handling  my  name  so  freely, 


the  least  he  could  have  done  would  have 
been  to  let  us  know  of  what  strain  he 
is ;  he  cannot  be  a  Gilbert  or  a  Fox,  a 
Sparham  or  a  Collinson,  neither  can  he.be 
a  descendant  of  the  renowned  Phoenix  ;  if 
so,  he  would  have  been  too  proud  of  his 
descent  not  to  have  proclaimed  it  to  the 
world ;  nor  can  I  believe  him  to  be  an 
imported  bird,  for  in  'that  case  we  shonld 
surely  have  perceived  some  originality  in 
him  ;  but  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind, 
naught  but  assertions  and  contradictions, 
very  easy  to  make,  but  with  no  argument 
to  substantiate  them. 

He  says  I,  among  others,  am  con- 
tinually finding  fault  with  Cochins — ^in 
this  I  think  he  will  find  himself  a  little 
wrong,  for  I  have  only  once  had  the 
honour  of  appearing  as  a  correspondent  in 
your  columns;  and  although  last  season 
one  or  two  letters  of  mine  appeared  in  the 
"  Cottage  Gardener,"  on  the  Brahma 
question,  they  were  in  answer  to  another 
correspondent,  and  in  that  case  he  made 
the  comparisons,  I  only  defended  the 
Brahmas  :  and  in  my  letter  of  the  27th 
ult.  to  you,  I  merely  mentioned  four  or 
five  points  or  characteristics,  in  the  Brah- 
mas, which  bad  struck  me  as  differing 
from  the  Buff  Cochins,  and  in  some  of 
these  mattei-8  asked  the  opinion  of  my 
brother-amateurs;  but  there  certainly  is 
nothing  in  the  epistle  of  a  "  Buff  Cochin  " 
to  induce  me  to  alter  the  opinions  there 
expressed. 

With  reference  to  the  neighbours  of  the 
said  gentleman  in  buff,  permit  me  to  say, 
from  the  first  appearance  of  Brahmas  in 
this  kingdom,  I  nave  always  preferred  the 
single  combs ;  and  although  I  have  pur- 
chased at  different  times  eighteen  or  twenty 
birds,  I  have  always  avoided  the  slightest 
appearance  of  a  pea  comb ;  but  I  know 
persons  in  whose  judgment  I  have  the 
greatest  confidence,  and  whose  opinions  I 
respect  most  highly  (and  so  would  the 
Buff  Cochin  if  he  had  the  honour  of  their 
acquaintance),  who  go  entirely  for  the 
pea  comb,  and  assert  that  it  is  the  correct 
thins?.     Now  I  venture  to  submit  tliat  at 
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present  this  is  merely  matter  of  fancy,  and 
should  be  soi-ry  if  I  so  far  forgot  the 
respect  due  to  my  brother-amateurs  and 
myself,  as  to  tell  them  they  were  thimble- 
rigging the  public,  merely  because  their 
notions  are  different  to  mine.  He  says 
also,  that  the  pea-combed  bird  has  the  sort 
of  crow  which  I  described,  but  that  the 
single-combed  one  has  a  voice  which  is 
idern  sonans  with  his  own.  Now  as  I 
have  never  been  the  possessor  of  a  pea- 
combed  bird,  my  remarks  only  applied  to 
those  single-combed  ones  which  I  had,  and 
in  which  this  peculiarity  was  certainly 
observable. 

I  beg  emphatically  to  deny  any  dispo- 
sition on  my  part  to  run  down  the 
Cochins ;  on  the  contrary,  I  hold  that,  next 
to  Brahinas,  they  are  the  best  birds  for  any 
one  to  keep  in  an  economical  point  of 
view  ;  and  so  much  has  been,  and  can  be, 
said  by  abler  pens  than  mine  in  their 
favour,  that  it  would  ill  become  me  to 
attempt  to  add  anything  thereto. 

This,  Mr.  Editor,  is  the  view  I  take 
of  the  case,  "that  any  person  holding 
opinions  on  any  subject  which  interests  a 
portion  of  the  public,  and  having  as  he 
conceives  good  reasons  for  holding  those 
opinions,  has  an  undoubted  right  to  make 
them  public  when  the  opportunity  offers." 

In  conclusion,  I  would  refer  the  "  Buff 
Cochin  "  to  the  concluding  passage  of  the 
letter  of  J.  Fairlie,  Esq.,  which  is  so  ex- 
cellent, as  to  need  no  comment  from  me. 

I  fear,  Mr.  Editor,  I  have  taken  more 
than  my  fair  share  of  your  time — it  remains 
with  you,  whether  I  take  the  space  neces- 
sary for  the  insertion  of  this  lengthy,  and 
I  fear  tedious,  epistle. — I  have  the  honour 
to  be  yours  truly,  P.  Jones. 

Fuiham,  April  14, 1864. 


on  bearing  chickens. 

Believing  it  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of 
every  poultry  amateur  to  add  his  mite  of 
information,  I  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  your  columns  to  con- 
tribute mine. 


Having  a  late  vinery,  I  rear  my  young 
chickens  therein,  but  in  consequence  of 
its  having  a  brick  floor,  I  last  year  lost 
many  birds  through  cramp,  &c.  I  have 
seen  various  remedies  for  the  evil  com-  I 
plained  of,  such  as  covering  the  floor  six  j 
inches  thick  with  sand,  &c. ;  but  believe 
the  following  to  be  the  best  method  for  any 
floor,  whether  it  be  of  brick,  boards,  or 
earth,  viz.  malt-comb,  which  can  be 
obtained  of  any  malster.  Two  bushels  will 
last  a  long  time,  as  it  does  not  require  a 
thick  coat ;  and  if  the  comb  is  too  stale 
for  cattle  to  eat  (for  which  purpose  it  is 
generally  used),  it  may  be  procured  very 
cheap,  and  will  answer  the  purpose  equally 
well.  The  healthy  appearance  of  the  birds 
will  soon  be  noticed ;  they  delight  to  roll  in 
the  combing,  and  as  it  lies  close,  the  floor 
is  with  difficulty  bai^d.  It  is  also  the 
most  effectual  dusting  material  for  the 
floor  boards  of  coops.  Its  sharpness  of 
material  appears  to  produce,  by  friction, 
upon  their  legs  and  feet  an  agreeable 
warmth,  so  essential  to  success,  particu- 
larly in  early  broods. 

For  general  food,  I  boil  an  onion  chopped 
small  in  water,  and  pour  the  whole  boiling 
hot  upon  oatmeal,  and  mix  it  to  such  a 
consistency,  that  it  will  crumble  readily  ; 
this,  with  hard-boiled  eggs  and  shreds  of 
roast  mutton,  cannot  fail  to  keep  them  in 
good  health.    After  a  hen  has  been  sitting 
about  ten  days,  I  shine  the  eggs,  by  holding 
them  upright  near  a  chink  in  the  fowl- 
house,  opposite  the  fall  glare  of  the  sun. 
If  the  chick  is  formed,  about  two-thirds  of 
the  %^  will  be  opaque  and  fixed,  while 
about  one-third,  at  the  broad  end,  will 
show  the  light  through.    The  advantage 
gained  is,  that  if  the  eggs  are  rotten  or  are 
unimpregnated,  they  can  then  be  I'emoved 
and  a  fresh  lot  given  to  the  hen ;  and  if  onl^r 
part  are  good,  by  removing  the  bad  she 
can  take  better  care  of  the  others.     This 

Eractice  is  almost  universal  in  this  neigh^ 
ourhood,  but  never    having  seen   it  in 
print,  I  thought  it  mieht  be  a  wrinkle  for 
some  of  the  "  Chronicle  "  readers. 
I  agree  with  '*  Gus"  at  p.l26,  that  it  is  best 
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to  enclose  the  nest  of  the  sitting  hen,  and 
recommend  wire  wickets  for  that  purpose, 
and  have  also  adopted  the  hint  of  hollow- 
ing out  a  cavity  in  the  earth  to  prevent  the 
eggs  rolling  from  under  the  hen  ;  hut  I 
cannot  agree  with  Cub's  recommendation 
not  to  remove  the  chicks  as  they  are 
hatched,  as  I  have  found  that  if  the  hen  is 
not  disturbed,  the  shells  either  get  over  the 
chicks  or  the  eggs,  and  so  smother  the  birds. 
I  therefore  always  remove  them  and  the 
shells  until  the  lot  are  off,  and  then  restore 
them  to  her  in  the  nest  for  the  first  day, 
after  which  they  are  removed  to  the  coop. 

C.  POOKLINGTON,   BoStOU. 


CHICKS,  APPARENTLY  LIFELBSS. 

Mr.  Editor, — I  think  I  have  seen  in 
the  pages  of  your  useful  and  snug  little 
"  Chronicle,"  hints  to  beginners  not  to  dis- 
miss too  hastily  cold  and  deserted  eggs. 
But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remind  them 
that  newly-hatched  chicks  are  capable  of 
being  still  more  marvellously  revived. 
They  may  have  been  exposed  to  cold  or 
wipt  for  hours — they  may  appear  perfectly 
stiff  and  lifeless — but  they  are  often  not 
dead  for  all  that.  Forcing  open  the  beak 
I  used  to  consider  a  sure  test,  thinking 
that  if  it  closed  again  (however  slowly; 
the  chick  had  still  life  within  it,  and  the 
reverse  if  it  remained  open.  I  have  lately, 
however,  revived  many  of  these  latter,  and 
they  are,  indeed,  almost  equal  to  Lewen- 
hoek's  famous  animalcules.  Hold  them 
in  the  smoke  of  the  gudewife's  chimney, 
wrap  them  up  warm,  and  see  if  "iWV 
desperandum  "  is  not  the  motto  in  treating 
these  little  patients.  Older  chicks  will 
sometimes  revive,  but  these  funlike  those 
hatched  only  twenty-four  nours  or  so) 
are  always  weakened  by  it.  To  what, 
Mr.  Editor,  are  we  to  attribute  this  dearth 
of  early  poultry  in  Leadenhall?  May 
not  the  *^  Asiatics  "  be  gaining  too  great  a 
preponderance?  Useful  as  they  are  in 
affording  winter  eggs,  they  are  utterly 
unfit  to  supply  the  market  with  well- 


feathered  early  ripe  chickens. — I  am,  Mr. 
Editor,  yours  most  truly,  H.  H. 

[We  fancy  the  dearth  of  poultry  for 
useful  purposes  onfy,>  to  arise,  not  so  much 
from  excess  of  the  Asiatic  breeds  as  from 
so  many  persons  devoting  themselves  to 
the  fancy,  rather  than  to  the  utilitarian 
principle.  There  are  numbers  of  late 
whose  efforts  to  raise  fancy  stock  have  re- 
sulted in  even  greater  disappointment  to 
their  oum  air- drawn  hopes  than  to  the 
hopes  of  the  large  nttmber  of  purchasers 
who  would  have  become  willing  buyers,  at 
high  pricesy  of  good  fowls  for  the  table. — 
Ed.] 


A  POISONOUS  WASH  WILL  NOT  DO  FOR   A 
POULTRY-HOUSE. 

Mr.  Editor, — In  your  column  for  be- 
ginners, chap.  3,  an  American  recipe  is 
given  for  lime  wash  of  different  colours : 
the  addition  of  ochre,  umber,  and  lamp- 
black, are  not  objectionable,  but  the  sul- 
phate of  zinc  is  decidedly  so. 

Zinc,  whether  in  the  form  of  an  acetate, 
c§.rbonate,  oxide,  or  sulphate,  is  poisonous ; 
the  birds  may  peck  off  and  swallow  small 
particles ;  and  I  think  all  will  admit  it  is 
best  to  keep  things  likely  to  be  injurious 
to  them  out  of  their  way. 

Common  whitewash  needs  no  improve- 
ment for  poultry-houses,  unless  it  be  the 
addition  of  a  little  size  or  glue  to  make  it 
stick  on  firmer  ;  but  as  some  may  like  a 
coloured  wall  better  than  a  white  one,  I 
should  recommend  them  to  use  sulphate 
of  iron  (green  vitriol)  in  the  manner 
directed  for  sulphate  of  zinc  (page  137)* 
Any  shade  (according  to  the  quantity 
used)  may  be  produced,  from  a  delicate 
cream  to  a  reddish  brown. 

Carbonate,  oxide,  or  rust  of  iron,  are 
tonics,  and  if  taken  by  poultry  would  not 
be  injurious  to  them.     Yours  respectfully. 


SPANISH  FOWLS. 

Mr.  Editor, — As   your   columns  are 
open  to  all,  and  give  us  the  opportunity  of 
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stating  our  grievances  or  displaying  our 
knowledge,  as  the  case  may  be,  I  come 
before  you  to  object  to  some  of  the  state- 
ments of  "  A.  J.  li."  about  Spanish  fowls. 
They  sliould  not  be  short-legged,  nor  is 
weight  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  named 
as  a  standard.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  large 
birdfi  are  not  desirable  if  they  possess  all 
other  points ;  but  if  all  hens  under  51bs. 
are  to  be  rejected,  many  of  our  best-faced 
birds  will  be  excluded  from  any  future 
exhibitions.  I  am  an  old  Spanish  fancier, 
and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  the 
best  judges  in  England.  I  have  some- 
times acted  myself,  and  never  met  a  col- 
league who  would  not  immediately  dis- 
qualify a  Spanish  fowl  with  white  legs. 
It  is  imperative  they  should  be  blue.  Black 
or  white  are  alike  inadmissible,  and  as 
soon  would  a  black  leg  be  tolerated  in  a 
Dorking,  as  a  white  in  a  Spanish. 

Xeres. 


ON  THE  SALE  OP  POULTRY  AT  EXHIBITIONS. 

Sir, — I  quite  agree  with  your  contri- 
butor "  \V.  W."  in  your  last  number,  in  his 
"  Hints  to  Poulti'y  Show  Committees,"  in 
the  following : — "  The  rule  which  I  would 
add  is  that  the  sale-office  will  not  be  opened 
until  twelve  o'clock  on  the  firet  day  of  the 
show,  and  that  no  pens  can  be  claimed  till 
that  hour."  Now  I  can  bear  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  his  statement  at  Birmingham 
last  year,  for  I  myself,  though  I  went 
straight  from  the  check-taker  to  the  claim- 
ing office,  and  was  certainly  in  the  hall 
third  or  fourth,  was  uuable  to  reach  the 
door  of  the  office  (never  having  attempted 
to.  look  at  a  pen)  in  time  to  secure  the 
birds  I  wished.  In  fact,  the  iirst  two  who 
got  in  were,  as  your  correspondent  states, 
long  enough  there  to  buy  up  all  the  birds 
in  the  place.  Any  one  who  was  in  the 
crush  at  the  claimiug-office  will,  I  am  sure, 
bear  witness  that  it  could  not  be  worse 
whatever  hour  they  opened  it. 

If  it  was  delayed  till  twelve,  there  is  this 
to  be  said,  that  those  who  were  strongest 


and  best  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  taking 
up  a  position  from  the  time  the  door 
opened  would  have  the  best  chance.  It 
seems  a  pity  all  this  cannot  be  prevented  ; 
why  not  have  tliem  sold  by  auction  the 
third  and  fourth  days?  All  people  then 
having  seen  them,  the  pens  might  be  sold 
by  their  numbers  up  in  t]xe  gallery»  and 
avoid  all  struggling  and  disappointment. 

One  hint  I  should  like  to  give  myself, 
which  is  this,  **  That  when  a  peto  is  sold, 
notice  be  always  given  to  the  exliibitor 
immediately  the  exhibition  closes, ;"  or,  as 
in  my  own  case,  at  differei^t  times,  the 
birds  do  not  arrive  when  expected,  which 
is  the  cause  of  considerable  anxiety  and 
worry.    Your  obedient, 

F.  Thuesby. 

Abington,  near  Northampton,.  . 


%a  ([;axmpn)imii. 


Poultry  Harket,  LeadenhalL 

In  giving  our  periodical  return  of  the  poultry  ,  I 

market,  we  deem  it  necessary,  seeing  the  extra-  '  { 

ordinary  prices  we  have  to  quote,  to  state,  that  ', , 

they  are  given  only  for  the  best  quality ;  inferior  ;' 
sorts  are,  however,  dear  in  proportion. 

Some  changes  have  taken  place  during   the 

past  week,     while  there  bas  been  a  positive  i 

absence  some  days  of  good  fowls  and  chickeiis,  I 
ducklings  and  goslings  have  been  cheaper. 

Fowls 6s.  Od.  to  7s.  Gd.  each.        ! 

Chickens    ••     ..  4s.  6d.  to  5s.  Od.     „ 

Goslings    ..     ..  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  Od.     „             | 

Ducklings..     ..  is.  6d.  to  58. 6d.     ,, 

Pigeons      ..     ..  Os.  8d.  to  Os.  lOd.  „ 

Rabbits      ..     ..  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.     ,^ 

Guinea  Fowls    . .  4s.  Od.  to  4s.  6d.     „ 

Plovers'  eggs,  in  bulk,  2s.  per  doz. 


Cheltenham  Poultry  Show.— The  Editor  is  ex- 
tremely  obliged  to  the  Messrs.  Jessop  for  the 
proof  of  the  Schedule. 

Hi/,  a.  recommends  the  following  cure  for 
the  gapes  to  F.  B. :  1  dr.  of  turpentine  mixed 
with  barley-meal  enough  to  make  twenty  pills  of 
the  usual  size.  Give  two  daily  until  the  chick  is 
better. 

A  Corretpondent  in  Jersey,  in  reply  to  "  Zenas" 
and  others  who  have  been  unfortunate  in  their 
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trial  of  bonglit  eggs,  makes  hoaourable  mention 
of  six  Brahma-Pootra  eg^a  which  he  received 
from  a  well-known  English  amateur^  and  which 
after  tniTelling  150  miles  by  land,  and  the  same 
distance  by  sea,  produced  ii?e  chickens. 

Lector  writes  in  reply  to  Alector's  difficulty 
about  the  Brahma-Pootra  river,  "  The  fabulous 
rirer,  the  very  existence  of  wMch  he  doubts,  is  a 
mighty  stream  named  in  plain  English,  without 
"  Yankee  corruption,"  the  Brahma-Putra  or 
Brahma-Pootra,  having  its  course  beyond  the 
tropics  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
\  Himalaya  Monntains !  He  will  now  readily  un- 
derstand the  claims  to  hardiness  of  the  fowls  said 
to  have  been  originally  brpught  from  its  banks." 
!  To  Bessie. — Do  not  on  any  account  dip  your 
ben  in  cold  wat^r  to  pirevent  her  sitting,  if  she  is 
of  valoe,  for  your  own  sake,  and  if  she  is  of  none, 
for  hers.  Coop  her  on  the  grass,  if  convenient 
remove  her  to  a  new  run,  give  her  cooling  food, 
and  she  will  soon  get  over  the  freak. 

Bessie  would  like  to  know  how  "Gus"  can 
buy  meal  for  two  shillings  per  bushel,  and  men- 
tions that  the  Bnrrampooter  (or  Brahma-Pootra), 
far  from  being  a  new  invention,  is  mentioned  in  a 
book  bearing  date  1836. 

G.  B.  advi^s  the  purchasers  of  eggs  who  have 
lately  had  reason  to  complain  of  disappointment, 
1st,  to  view  the  stock  from  which  the  eggs  come, 
to  get  a  fri^d  to  do  so,  or  else  to  find  out  the 
respectability  of  the  parties ;  and  if  this  should 
fail,  to  make  no  purchase.  2nd,,. to  have  a/«// 
understanding  as  to  the  sort  to  be  supplied,  &c. ; 
and  lastly,  to  send  a  post-office  order  with  the 
order  for  the  eggs. 

G.  J?.,  mentions,  in  aqswer  to  D.  E.  P.,  who 
recommends  glass  eggs  (costing  four  shillings  per 
dozen)  for  nest  eggs,  that  he  is  trying  some  of 
wood  at  two  shillings  per  dozen. 

T,  i. — Guinea  fowld  will  lay  within  a  fort- 
night. Many  are  laying  now.  They  sit  a  month. 
We  do  not  know  bf  any  pea  fowls'  eggs  for  sale, 
but  some  of  our  readers  seeing  this  may  be  able 
to  supply  you'J  We  will  forward  any  communi- 
cation on  the  subjects 

R.  T, — It  is  unquestionable  that  the  dry 
weather  has  a  bad  effect  on  poultry,  both  laying 
and  sitting.  We  have  been  obliged  this  year  to 
do  that  which  we  have  long  exploded,  viz.  to  wet 
the  eggs  under  the  hen  for  three  days  before 
hatching,  and  even  then  many  chickens  die  in 
the  shell. 

Jf.  H. — In  Cochin  classes,  where  there  is  no 
mention  of  colour,  grouse  and  partridge  birds  are 
as  admissible  as  any  others.  All  must  be  judged 
on  their  merits,  irrespective  of  colour. 

C.  D.  P.,  W.  P.,  C.  H,  B.,  /.  S.B,,  B.W., 
R.  B.  R.,  and  other  interesting  contributions, 
are  unavoidably  delayed  until  next  week. 


%)iMmmt\\ti. 


PHEASANTS'  EGGS.— Gentlemen  can  be 
supplied  with  any  quantity  of  the  above. 
Also,  Silver-spangled  Hamburg,  White  Bantams, 
and  Dorking  Fowls'  Eggs,  from  prize  birds,  at 
Mr.  M.  Lend,  Juniors,  Pheasantry,  Hemel- 
Hempstead,  Herts. 


TO  POULTRY  FANCIERS. 

EGGS. -BUFF,  COCHIN,  and  SILVER- 
PENCILLED  HAMBURGS.-A  few  sit- 
tings from  these  Birds  may  now  be  had: 
Cochins,  Ids.  per  dozen;  Hamburgs,  7s.  per 
dozen,  including  packing. — The  Cochins  are  out 
of  the  birds  that  obtained  the  first  prize  at  the 
Newcastle  Show,  1853,  Class  1.  The  Hamburgs 
took  the  first  prize  at  Newcastle,  April  20,  1854, 
Class  21,  Number  132. — Eggs  sent  on  receipt  of 
Post-office  order  addressed  to  Septimus  Youno, 
Esq.,  North  Shields. 

GGS  for  SITTING.— Black  Polands.  White- 
crested,  first- prize  birds  at  Birmingham  and 
Cheltenham,  1852.  The  advertiser  has  bought 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Edward  Hewitt's  stock  of  this 
variety,  and  will  sell  a  few  sets  of  Eggs  at  12s. 
per  dozen.— Address,  Henry  Butler,  Stone 
Chair,  near  Halifax. 


EGGS  for  SITTING.— Having  taken  prizes  at 
Yarmouth,  London,  Malvern,  Bedford,  and 
Birmingham  Shows,  I  have  a  few  Eggs  to  dispose 
of  at  the  following  prices :— Golden  Spangle,  14s. ; 
Silver  Spangle,  10s. ;  Silver  Pencilled,  4s. ; 
Black  Hamburg,  7s. ;  White  Duck  Eggs,  4s.  per 
dozen,  including  box,  on  remittance  of  Post-office 
order;  also  a  few  Silver-pencilled  Fowls  on  Sale. 
— Address  to  Joseph  Jorden,  Waterfall  Cot- 
tage, Wheeler-street,  Birmingham. 

BLACK-BREASTED  GAME  FOWLS' 
EGGS  for  SALE,  from  Birds  that  took  first 
Prizes  at  JBristol  and  Honiton ;  and  Grey  Game 
from  Birds  that  have  taken  Prizes  at  Derby, 
Bristol,  and  Torquay,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen  ;  also 
Porking  Eggs,  from  Birds  that  have  taken  Prizes 
at  London  Summer  Meeting,  Summer  Zoological 
Show,  Malvern,  Derby,  Bristol,  Taunton,  Honi- 
ton, and  Torquay,  at  £2,  2s.  per  dozen.— Apply 
to  J.  R.  RoDBURD,  Aldwick-court,  Wiington, 
near  Bristol. 

pHEVELBY  PARK,NEWMARKEr— JoHN 
\J  Fairlie,  Esq.,  can  supply  EGGS  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  at  2 Is.  per  dozen  from 
the  following  prize  birds: — BufF,  Partridge, 
White  and  Black  Cochins,  Brahma  Pootras, 
Dorkings,  and  Scotch  Dumpies. 
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EGGS  FOR  SITTING,  of  PURE  BUFF 
COCHIN  CHINA,  verv  heavy  Feather- 
legged  PRIZE  BIRDS,  two  of  which  took  the 
First  Prize  ?it  York  and  Leeds,  and  three  which 
took  First  Prizes  at  Worcester.  All  very  fine, 
none  others  are  kept,  12s.  the  hatch  of  13. 

The  Cock  also  is  a  Prize  Bird,  and  all  are  pure 
Sturgeon's  breed. 

Apply  to  Thomas  Myring,  Day-street, 
Walsall. 

Parties  can  inspect  the  Birds,  by  callipg  as 
above,  before  purchasing.  —  Also  may  be  had 
Hatches  of  Silver  -  pencilled  Hamburgs,  at  5s. 
the  Hatch. 

LEMON  and  BUFF  COCHIN  CHINA  EGGS, 
128.  per  dozen,  box  and  packing,  Is. ;  war- 
ranted fresh,  and  from  good  coloured  birds. 
Post- office  orders  payable  at  the  Post-office, 
Nelson-street,  Greenwich,  toMr.W.  H. Clarke, 
11,  Lambton-terrace  East,  Greenwich^  Kent, 
where  the  Birds  can  be  seen. 

EGGS    FOR    HATCHING  FROM    FIRST- 
PRIZE  DORKINGS. 


POR  SALE,  daring  the  season,  EGGS  from 
FIRST-PRIZE  DORKINGS  (four  of  which 
were  claimed  at  Hitchin  for  fifty  guineas)  at  Bir- 
mingham in  1852;  Reigate,  Hitchin,  Southwell, 
Leeds,  in  1853 ;  and  the  Great  Metropolitan  in 
1854.  The  above  Birds  have  been  purchased, 
regardless  of  expense,  from  the  yards  of  C»pt. 
Horiibv,  R.N.,  Rev.  J.  Boys,  Hon.  and  Rev. 
S.  W.  Lawley,  Mrs.  Townley  Parker,  &c. 

The  Eggs  guaranteed  fresh  and  perfect  when 
parked;  which  will  be  done  with  the  utmost  care, 
and  sent  according  to  priority  of  application. 

Apply,  enclosing  a  stamped  directed  envelope, 
to:  Mr.  Hbnry  Smith,  tne  Grove,  Cropwell 
Butler,  near  Bingham,  Nottinghamshire. 

CBAINBRIDGE  has  for  SALE  some  excel- 
.  lent  SPANISH  and  DORKING  FOWLS, 
the  produce  of  Birds  that  have  taken  FtrdtPrizt-s, 
Hamburg!*,  Shanghaes  of  every  colour,  and  a 
pen  of  superior  White-crested  Black  Polands. 

C.  B.  begs  to  inform  Poultry  Amateurs  that  ha 
can  furnish  Eggs  from  First-prize  Spanish  and 
Dorking  Fowls,  and  from  selected  Birds  in  any 
of  the  other  varieties. 

C.  B.  points  with  pride  and  pleasure  to  the 
success)  which  has  attended  his  efforts  in  this 
branch  of  his  trade  during  the  past,  and  he  ven- 
tures to  hope  that,  as  eggs  purchased  at  his  esta- 
blishment have  very  rarely  failed  to  produce 
chickens ;  this  will  be  considered  a  guarantee  of 
what  may  be  expected  in  the  future. 

Market-hall,  Birmingham,  April,  1854. 


BRAHMA  POOTRA  EGGS,  from  the  largest 
Stock  of  imported  Birds  in  England,  of  great 
weight  and  beauty,  six  hens  weighing  upwards  of 
60  lbs.  and  the  celebrated  Yankee  Phoenix,  .the 
New  York  Prize  Bird,  weighing  13^  lbs.,  and 
others  of  equal  merit ;  also  Pure  Lemon  and  Buff 
Cochin  Eggs,  White-faced  Spanish,  of  the  purest 
breed,  and  Black  Cochin,  all  from  Birds  which 
have  repeatedly  taken  Prizes.  All  Eggs  are  war- 
ranted, or  will  be  replaced  at  one  -  third  the 
original  cost.  A  few  Spanish  Pullers  for  Sale, 
sisters  to  those  sent  to  her  Majesty's  Poultry- 
yard,  Windsor.— Apply  at  T.  H.  Fox*s  City  of 
London  Wire  Works,  44,  Skinner-street,  London. 
Illustrated  Catalogues  forwarded  post  free. 

EGGS  FROM  SILVER  HAMBURG  FOWLS 
-PRIZE  BIRDS. 


£i.  4s.  per  dozen. 
;e3. 33.        „ 


THOMAS  McCANN  can  supply  EGGS  from 
the  best  of  his  Silver- pencilled  and  Silver- 
spangled  Hamburg  Fowls,  which  have  taken 
prizes  at  Birmingham,  Metropolitan,  and  several 
other  Shows.  Price,  10s.  6d.  per  dozen,  including 
parking.  Eggs  forwarded  on  receipt  of  post- 
office  orders  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  ap- 
plied for. — Thomas  McCann,  Graham  House, 
Malvern. 

IpGGS    from    CAPT.   HORNBY'S  celebrated 
J     Spanish  and  Dorking  Prize  Fowls  may  be 
had  on  application  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Datibs,  Spring 
Grove,  Hounslow,  to  whom  Capt.  Hornby  has 
transferred  his  whole  stock. 
Spanish 
Dorking 

Remittances  to  be  made  by  post-office  order, 
and  to  include  2s.  for  packing. 

EGGS  FOR  SALE,  from  Prize  birds,  from 
the  Yard  of  CuaiSTOFBBR  Rawson,  Esq., 
The  Hurst,  Walton-on-Thames  :— 

Buff  Cochins ;  Spanish ;  Coloured  and  White 
Dorkings ;  Gold  and  Silver,  Spangled,  and  Pen- 
cilled Hamburgs;  Gold  and  Silver  Bantams; 
and  Aylesbury  Ducks,  12s.  per  dozen. 

White  and  Black  Cochins  ;  Goid^  Silver,  and 
Black  Polands;  21s.  per  dozen. 

Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  from  imported  birds  of 
the  best  strains,  £2.  2s.  per  dozen. 

Post-offi(»  orders  (including  Is.  for  packing) 
to  be  sent  with  the  order.  The  Ettgs  will  be  sent 
out  in  rotation  according  to  the  date  of  order. 

SPANISH  and  DORKING  FOWLS.— Capt. 
Hornby  having  transferred  hia  whole  Stock 
of  celebrated  Poultry  to  Mr.  H.IX  Daviss,  of 
Spring  Grove,  Hounslow,  a  portion  (for  want  of 
space)  is  for  immediate  Sale. 
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GGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS. — John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale> 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam, and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post«  33.  4(1. 

Baily's  Registered  Fountuns,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d. ;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
13s.  6d.     Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

••Fowls/'  by  Baily,  28.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

llSj  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 

EGGaFOR  HATCHING. 


BRAHMA  POOTRA,  SPANISH.  COCHIN 
CHIKA  FOWLS'  and  AYLESBURY 
DUCKS'  EGGS,  from  birds  of  the  most 
superior  description,  the  property  of  a  well- 
known  amateur  (owner  of  the  three  magnificent 
Brahmas  with  which  he  challenged  the  world). 
Brahma  F'ggs,  "from  birds  of  the  P«rdoz. 
purest  blood"      ..         .,  4B2    2    0 

Spanish  ditto,  from  birds  perfectly 
white-faced.  "  The  hens  bred  by 
Mrs.  L.  Stow,  &e.,  the  cock  by 

Captaia  Hornby" 0  12    0 

Aylesbury  I>|icks'  ditto,  "the 
drake  from  Ridgway's  priae  birds, 
the  ducks  from  Eawards's  prize 

birds" 0    6    0 

Cochin    China,    "from  feathered- 
legired  buff  hens  and  a  very  fine 
vulture*  hocked  Andrews's  cock"     0    6    0 
Address  P.   G.,    Mr.  Hinton's,  8,  Winsley. 
street,  Oxford-street.  —  The   most   satisfactory 
references  can  be  given  as  to  quality  of  all  the 
birds ;  they  are  a  few  miles  from  London,  and 
could  be  seen  by  an  appointment  being  made. 

COLOURED  DORKINGS  for  Sale.— A  very 
fine  dark,  single-combed  Cock,  which  took 
the  Second  Prize  as  a  Chicken  at  the  Metropo- 
litan Show  in  Baker-street,  January,  1853,  price 
£2.  2s.  Another  beautiful  bird,  11  months  old, 
and  broth  r  to  the  birds  that  took  the  Tliird 
Prize  at  Birmingham  in  December  last,  price 
£i,  10a.— Apply  to  the  Rev.  Herbbrt  S.  Haw- 
kins, Henny  Rectory,  near  Sudburv,  Suffolk. 

COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.PuNCHARD, 
of  Blunt's  Hall,  near  Haverhill.  Suffolk, 
disposes  of  E^gs  from  his  Buff,  and  also  from  his 
origioal  Partndge-celonred,  Birds,  price  Is. each, 
and  Is.  for  package. — ^Applications  for  either^ 
variety  will  be  supplied  in  the  order  received. 


BRAHMA  POOTRA.  DORKING,  SPANISH, 

COCHIN  CHINA,  | 

And  other  choice  Fancy  Poultry. 

PERIODICAL  SALE.  * 

MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  will  SELL  by  AUC-  i 
TION  at  his  Great  Room.  38,  King-street,  | 
Covent-garden,  on  TUESDAY,  2nd  May.  at 
12  o'clock  precisely— 50  BRAHMA- POOTRA 
FOWLS,  of  the  choicest  quality,  imported  and 
bred  by  Mr.  Bailey  ;  first  class  Dorkings,  White 
and  Buff  Cochins,  from  Dr.  Allen  and  others ; 
some  well-bred  Spanish,  Aylesbury  Ducks,  &c. 
&c. — Catalogues  by  enclosing  a  stamped  directed 
envelope  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Stevens,  38,  King-street, 
Covent-garden. 

RlZlfi  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  WhiT^SiTk 
Cochins,  wliich  have  taken  four  first-class 
Prizes,  including  one  at  the  Great  Metrop  >li^an 
Show,  128.  the  dozen.  A  few  first-class  Baff 
Cochins,  7s.  6d.  to  12s.  each,  chii  kens  of  birds 
which  took  three  Prizes;  Efgs  fro  '  ditto,  6s. 
per  dozen.  White-faced  Spanish  (ch  ckens  of 
prize  birds),  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  each ;  Eg  s  from 
ditto,  6s.  per  dozen.  Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  rom 
birds  which  took  a  First  Prize.  £2, 2s.  per  dozf  n. 
One  pair  of  Brahmas  (First  Prize  Birds)  for  S  tie, 
price  £15.  15s.— Apply  to  Mr.  Jaues  Barber, 
Great  Yarmouth. 

pLEAR  BUFF  COCHIN  FOWLS'  EGGS, 
\J  from  sets  of  birds  bred  by  Mr.  Fairlie  and 
Mr.  Andrews  are  now  offered  at  reduced  prices 
in  consequence  of  the  advertiser  having  concluded 
sitting  his  hens  this  season.  The  Eggs  are  very 
productive,  and  the  chicks  come  like  canaries, 
and  heavily  feathered.— Apply  to  Mr.  C.  PocK- 
LIN6TON,  Boston,  Lincolnshire. 

SILVER.PENCILLED  HAMBURG 
FOWLS.— EGGS  from  the  above  birds, 
which  have  taken  several  First  and  Second  Prizes 
during  the  last  season,  can  be  obtained  for  10s. 
a  dozen,  package  included,  on  application  to 
Mr.  F.  II.  Abbrdbin,  Honiton,  Devon.  A  good 
Silver- pencilled  Hamburg  Cock  for  Sale. 

CORSICAN  FOWLS.— A  COCK  and  SIX 
PULLETS,  just  imported,  of  this  new 
variety,  for  sale.— Apply  to  T.  P.,  Middleton, 
near  Bicester. 

JAMES  DIXON,  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  will 
SELL  EGGS  during  the  season  from  his 
Golden  and  Silver  Spangled  and  Silver  Pencilled 
Hamburg  Fowls ;  also  Spanish,  from  good  White- 
faced  Birds,  10«.  the  sitting.— Avlesbury,  Ronen, 
and  East  India  DUCKS'  6d.  each.  Most  of  the 
above  have  taken  several  prizes.  kt^.^-^'i^u^ 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO.'S 
PATENT  WIRE  FENCING, 
strong  enough  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2^d.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  William  Dray  and  Co., 
Agricultural  Implement  Manufacturers, 
Swan^lane,  Upper  Thames-street, 
London. 


FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 


pROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
\J  ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARB  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
bill,  London,  who  also  supplv  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY- HOUSE,  £4, 
consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.  The  above  arc 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  by 
any  ordinary  labourer.  Wire  work  from  6  to  15 
inches  wide,  6fd.  per  square  yard,  to  enclose 
poultry,   &c. — R.  Richardson,  21,  Tonbridge- 

5 lace.  New-road,  near  King's-cross.  N.B. 
laker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants ;  drawings  of  21  Emi- 
grants'houses,  and  28  Summer-houses,  sent  free. 

WIRE  POULTRY  end  GAME  NETTING, 
the  most  admired  and  useful  Galvanized 
Poultry  Hurdles,  Hen  Houses  for  every  ore, 
Chicken  Coops,  and  every  description  of  Wire 
Work  for  Poultry,  Game,  &c. ;  also  Trainers, 
Arches,  Trellis-work,  Flowtr-stand^,  and  all 
kinds  of  Ornamental  and  Plain  Wire-work  for 
Conservatories,  Pleasure-grounds,  &c.,  at  T.  H. 
Fox's  City  of  London  Wire  Fence  and  Hurdle 
Manufactory,  44,  Skinner-street,  London.  Illus- 
trated Catalogues  forwarded  post  free. 


FRUIT-TREES,  POULTRY,  RABBIT, 
SHEEP,  and  CAT  FENCING.-Worsted 
NETTING  to  protect  the  bloom  of  peach,  nec- 
tarine, and  other  trees,  flower,  or  seed  beds, 
from  frost,  blight,  and  birds,  two  yards  wide,  5d. 
per  yard.  New  twine  netting  (tanned  if  required), 
one  yard  wide,  Hd.  per  yard;  two  yards  wide, 
3d.  per  yard;  four  yards  wide,  6d. ;  half-inch 
mesh  ditto,  two  yards  wid^  6d.  per  yard. 
Tanned  netting,  two  or  three  yards  wide,  1^. 
per  yard;  four  or  six 'yards  wide,  3d.  per  yard. 
Elastic  hexagon  garden  net,  or  scrim  canvas, 
4^d.  per  square  ywd.  Cocoa-nut  fibre,  or  hemp 
sheep.folding  net,  of  superior  quality,  four  Teet 
high,  44.  to  6d.  per  yard.  Rabbit  net,  four  feet 
wide,  lid. ;  six  feet  wide,  2}d. ;  eight  feet,  3d. 
per  yai^.  Each  edge  corded,  ^d.  per  yard  extra, 
suitabliifor  poultry  fencing.  Square  mesh  cri- 
keting  net,  fix  its  full  width  and  length,  made  of 
stout  cord,  3d.  to  4d.  per  square  yard ;  this  is 
the  best  article  made  for  fencing  against  fowls, 
cats,  &c.— At  W.  Cullingford's,  No.  1,  Ed- 
mund-terrace, Ball's  Pond-road,  Islington.  Or- 
ders by  post,  with  post-office  order  or  town 
reference,  punctually  attended  to.  Fishing-nets 
of  all  kinds  in  stock. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  3s.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-street,  Covent-garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed. —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholesale  Agents,  G.  Routledge   &  Co., 
Farrin  gdon  -  street. 


Londok:  Printed  by  Charles  Wtmak,  at  the  Printing  Office 
of  COX  (Brothers*  &  WTMAN,  74  &  75,  Great  Qaeen-strept. 
Lincoln'tJ-lnn-fields,  and  published  by  G::oKaK  Clkments. 
1,  York-street,  Covcat  Garden.— Wednesday,  April  S6,  185  J. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Hexham  Poultry  Show^  in  tbe  Abbey  Grounds. 
Second  Annnal  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
the  12th  and  13th  of  May.  Secretary,  W.  Turner, 
Esq.,  Hencotes,  Hexham.    Entries  close  May  6. 

Devon  and  Exeter  Botanical  and  Horticultural 
Society,  at  Exeter,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Society's  Spring  Horticultural  Exhibition,  May 
18th  and  19th.  Hon.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Gray, 
Esq.,  22,  Cathedral-yard,  Exeter.  Entries  closed 
May  2nd. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7tb,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.  Director,  Jona- 
than Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Finchley-road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec,  H.  Spack- 
man,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.  Entries 
dose  May  10th. 

Cheltenham  Third  Annnal  Summer  Exhibi- 
tion, at  the  Pittville  Spa,  June  14th  and  15th. 
Seoetaries,  the  Messrs.  Jessop,  Brothers,  The 
Aviaries,  Cheltenham.    Entries  close  June  3rd. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Society,  June 
27th  and  28th.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  PubUc 
Library,  Plymouth.    Entries  close  June  12th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Societ]^  of  England.  An- 
nnal County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq*,  London.  Entries  dose 
June  Ist. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thursk.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.    T.    McCann,    Graham  House,    Malvern. 

i|  Entries  close  August  19th. 

n 

I     Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  Association,  at 

>  Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 


Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annnal  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Sea«taries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brunswiok-street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jnn.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  4th. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mittees  of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  us  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedules.  These,  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  "  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead,** 


The  number  of  letters  which  we  have 
received,  respecting  the  success  and  the 
non-success  of  purchased  eggs,  is  a  gua- 
rantee that  it  is  a  subject  of  sufficient 
interest  to  the  poultry  world,  to  call  for  a 
few  special  observations.  It  has  been  said, 
"we  may  know  the  force  of  a  blow  by 
the  rebound,"  and  the  letter  of  our  cor- 
respondent, "  Zenas,"  has  indeed  brought 
many  rejoinders. 

In  some  letters  which  we  have  published, 
and  in  some  others,  which,  from  excess 
of  matter  on  one  subject,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  withhold,  honourable  mention 
is  made  of  numerous  instances  in  which 
the  produce  of  purchased  eggs  turned  out 
as  good,  and  even  better,  than  that  realised 
by  the  buyers  from  home-produced  eggsy 
set  at  home. 
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A  correspondent  in  the  North,  "  B.  W.," 
mentions  tiie  purchase  of  four  sittings  of 
eggs  this  season  (a  dozen  each),  from 
persons  more  or  less  known,  from  which 
he  had  respectively  7,  11,  11,  and  8 
chickens ;  the  last  were  on  one  occasion 
neglected  by  the  hen  for  five  hours.  The 
shortest  distance  which  these  eggs  travelled 
was  sixty  miles,  the  greatest  two  hundred 
and  fifty. 

We  could,  from  personal  knowledge, 
give  examples  of  chickens  from  bought 
eggs,  which  have  been  given  a  place  by 
their  owners  among  their  own  selected 
stock,  and  have  won  them  prizes. 

That  bought  eggs  have  often  produced 
results  very  different  from  those  suggested 
by  the  hopes  of  the  purchasers,  is  a  fact 
well  known  to  amateurs,  but  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  unfair  dealing  has 
always,  or  even  generally,  been  the  cause  of 
these  disappointments.  It  is  advanced 
against  them  that  they  often  produce  in- 
ferior stock.  The  kind  of  feeling  to  which 
the  poet  refers,  when  he  says, 

Wherever  yet  was  found  the  mother. 
Would  change  her  booby  for  another? 

influences  the  amateur  in  a  great  degree ; 
where  shall  we  find  one  who  does  not 
admire  his  own  stock  and  prefer  it  to  every 
other?  What  he  thinks  tliem  himself,  he 
naturally  represents  them  to  others  : — ^un- 
biassed by  his  favour  towards  them,  they 
are  disappointed ; — ^but  he  has  practised  no 
intentional  deception. 

Again,  as  "  W.  C.  G."  so  justly  remarks, 
''From  superior  birds,  all  the  ofi^pring 
are  not  necessanly  the  same ;"  as  at  home 
amateurs  are  obliged  to  be  satisfied  with  a 
fair  proportion  only  of  very  good  speci- 


mens, they  cannot  reasonably  expect  more 
from  eggs  which  they  buy. 

An  impurity  in  the  breed  of  the  chickens 
which  are  hatched  proclaims  gross  and 
unwarrantable  negligence,  but  not  of  ne- 
cessity an  intention  to  cheat;  as  it  is  a  fault 
from  which  the  owner  must  suffer,  even 
more  ruinously  than  the  unlucky  pur- 
chaser of  the  eggs. 

The  amateur  should,  beyond  all  things, 
be  cautious  that  he  does  not  bestow  blame 
on  the  egg-seller,  which  is  justly  due  to 
his  own  hens,  or  their  attendants. 

In  the  case  of  eggs  which  do  not  hatch 
at  all,  and  in  all  cases  in  which  there 
appears  real  cause  to  suspect  fraud,  ama- 
teurs should  unite  in  an  effort,  and  in  a 
determination  to  ascertain  the  real  cause 
of  the  failure.  Many  ciTcumstances  mt^ 
make  eggs  hateh  badly;  but  if  the  result 
is  produced  intentional^  by  the  seUer,  ama- 
teurs owe  it,  as  a  duty  to  themselves  and 
to  their  fellows,  to  make  certain  of  the 
fact)  and  in  such  a  cause  it  would  be 
unwise  to  grudge  the  sacrifice  of  a  small 
number  of  the  purchased  eggs. 

If  an  egg  is  stale,  the  appearance  of  the 
shell  will  denote  the  fact,  and  it  may  be 
known  with  more  precision,  by  carefully 
removing  a  small  portion  of  the  shell  at 
the  large  end,  where  a  large  air-cavity  will 
betray  staleness. 

If  the  shell  has  been  pricked,  the  needle- 
hole  may  be  seen,  with  or  without  a 
microscope. 

We  have  been  told,  by  an  experienced 
amateur,  that  any  shaking,  short  of  frac- 
turing the  delicate  membrane  which  en- 
closes the  yolk,  will  not  prevent  hatching. 
To  find  if  the  yolk  is  broken^  it  only  needs 
to  break  the  egg  with  care. 
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If  the  fertility  of  the  egg  has  heen 
destroyed  by  dipping  in  hot  water,  one 
may  be  broken,  and  the  curdled  appear- 
ance of  the  white  which  hangs  about  the 
shell  will  tell  the  tale.  If  there  are  other 
means  of  practising  the  same  kind  of  de- 
ception, no  doubt  they  may  be  discovered 
by  the  careful  inquirer ;  and  in  all  cases 
the  lantern  recommended  by  "  Henricus  " 
might  bo  very  useful. 

In  addition  to  the  excellent  advice  about 
purchasing  eggs,  given  by  "  W.  C.  G.,'* 
"Henricus,"  and  others,  we  can  only 
repeat,  where  there  is  reason  to  suspect 
deception,  endeavour  to  find  it  out  : 
exposure  would  not  be  too  severe  a  punish- 
ment for  the  perpetrator,  and  neither 
"  Zenas,"  nor  any  other  amateur,  could  use 
hmguage  strong  enough  for  his  deserts. 


A  Story  about  a  CMcken. 

Having  been  personally  requested  by 
several  acquaintances  to  furnish  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle  "  with  another  or  two 
of  my  recollections  appertaining  to  benefits 
tiiat  have  been  enjoyed  by  parties  (of 
really  restricted  and  very  humole  circum- 
stances) through  the  keeping  of  poultry,  I 
willingly  concede  to  their  desires,  and  trust 
my  present  anecdote  (although  it  does  not 
detail  benefits  equally  extended  with  my 
former  narrative)  may  prove  also  some- 
what interesting  to  the  majority  of  your 
readers. 

My  third  article  on  "Poultry  Mania" 
will  convince  the  most  unreflecting,  that 
when  parties  exert  their  own  energies  to 
benefit  their  position,  failure  of  success 
rarely  ensues ;  the  present  narration,  too, 
will,  I  think,  powerfully  confirm  this  as- 
sertion, and  show  that  results  are  fre- 
quently obtained  by  such  efforts  far  beyond 
our  most  sanguine  preconceptions. 


Some  years  since^  there  existed  in  an 
adjoining  county  a  small  (very  small) 
cottage,  tenanted  by  a  man  whose  grossly 
intemperate  habits  had  long  made  him  the 
bye-word  of  all  his  neighbours,  whose 
excesses  were  the  almost  daily  sport  of  his 
wanton  associates  at  the  village  ale-house, 
the  subject  of  scorn  and  condemnation  to 
both  his  equals  and  superiors.  Such  an 
individual  seemed  to  all  human  probability 
one  of  the  very  last  subjects  for  reforma- 
tion, or  even  improvement ;  and  it  is  only 
for  the  sufiicient  understanding  of  my  nar- 
rative, I  at  this  period  introduce  him  to 
your  readers. 

I  must  next  make  mention  of  his  wife. 
She  had  been  a  servant  of  the  old  school, 
and  (as  to  her  husband)  formed  one  of  the 
most  striking  and  pleasing  contrasts  it  is 
possible  to  conceive,  was  sedate  in  her 
manners,  and  was  frugal  to  the  utmost  as 
to  the  small  portions  of  his  gains  that  were 
irregularly  placed  at  her  disposal.  At 
this  time,  four  or  five  small  children  were 
the  result  of  their  marriage,  and  they 
were  not  unfrequently  sadly  ill-used  by 
their  abandoned  parent  durinfi;  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  raving  and  drunken  freaks, 
for  the  wife  (poor  soul !  instead  of  a  pro- 
tector for  her  family)  found  in  him  a  very 
tyrant  and  oppressor. 

During  the  time  she  was  thus  situated, 
the  almost  superhuman  exertions  of  the 
wife  were  the  object  of  universal  admira- 
tion ;  always  endeavouring  to  maintain 
perfect  cleanliness  in  herself  and  family, 
and  it  is  strange  (though  not  the  less  truei 
to  oonceal  from  the  wide  world  her  personal 
sufferings  caused  by  the  cruel  heartless- 
ness  of  his  conduct  "  when  in  liquor."  To 
the  frequent  solicitation  of  pitying  friends, 
again  and  again  did  she  refuse  to  abandon 
to  his  fate  her  unfeeling  persecutor,  for  the 
conviction  reigned  exclusively  in  her  mind, 
'*he  might  yet  be  saved"  from  the  ruin 
that  seemed  (to  all  others)  inevitably 
certain. 

The  blessuig  she  desired  was  at  length 
ordained  her  by  Him,  who  alike  directs  the 
destinies  of  nations  and  of  indivldual%  and 
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that  too  by  an  agency  the  most  simple  and 
hnprohable  that  can  well  be  supposed. 

One  of  the  children  was  in  the  habit  of 
going  weekly  to  a  neighbouring  farm  for 
a  can  of  buttermilk,  compassionately  given 
them  by  the  mistress  of  the  house ;  and, 
from  hearing  the  chirpof  a  chicken  close  by, 
it  (childlike)  pryingly  looked  through  the 
wickerwork  of  a  basket  placed  upon  a 
dresser.  While  thus  engaged,  the  good 
lady  suddenly  returned  with  the  accus- 
tomed gift,  and  seeine^  the  child's  interest 
thus  excited,  opened  the  lid  that  she  might 
see  it,  and  (to  shorten  my  narrative,  as  it 
was  the  onfy  chicken  the  hen  hatched)  at 
length  gave  it  to  her,  on  the  stipulation 
that  **  she  should  be  kind  to  it  and  try  to 
rear  it."  The  little  one  (though  then  not 
three  years  old)  went  safely  home  with  its 
newly-acquired  treasure,  causing  no  slight 
fear  m  the  mind  of  its  honest  mother,  lest 
it  might  ^rove  purloined.  She,  therefore 
(taking  it  in  her  hand),  instantly  returned 
to  know  whether  the  child's  statement  was 
a  true  one,  and  though  it  was  so,  in  the 
first  instance  declined  it,  as  she  feared  to 
raise  the  ire  of  her  husband,  and  that  he 
would  in  the  first  moment  of  abandonment 
kill  it  outright,  even  if  she  attempted  to 
rear  it.  The  tears  and  anxious  supplica- 
tions of  the  child  softened  the  mind  of  the 
parent ;  it  was  again  brought  back,  and 
from  hence  arose  the  sequel  of  my  history. 

The  chicken,  to  prevent  injury,  was  now 

filaced  out  of  view — ^the  thoughtless  one 
as  too  frequently  the  case^  being  this 
night  inebriated,  and  the  children  having 
hours  long  since  been  gone  to  rest.  On 
entering  his  cottage,  he  suddenly  staggered 
to  his  chair,  with  the  inquiry,  "if  his 
supper  was  ready?" — ^and  at  tins  moment 
the  chirp  of  the  lone  chicken  attracted  his 
half-moody  attention. 

Having  told  her  tale  (against  the  inclina- 
tions of  hb  wife),  he  violently  insisted  on 
at  once  seeing  it,  and  when  her  positive 
convictions  were  expectant  of  its  instant 
destruction,  to  her  astonishment  he  burst 
into  a  flood  of  tears,  declaring  with  a  fear- 
ful oath,  "it  should  never  be  hurt,"  and 


putting  it  at  once  most  tenderly  back  into 
its  nestling-place.  This  trivial  act  was  the 
occult — ^though  far  removed — ^beginning  of 
a  widely  difierent  course  of  conduct.  But 
I  must  curtail.  The  chick  was  reared  (for, 
singularly,  the  husband  never  broke  his 
first-named  resolution),  and  it  proved  to 
be  a  nuUet  of  only  dunghill  notoriety — 
worthless  in  itself,  but  the  channel  of  all 
their  future  benefite. 

It  was  when  she  was  broody,  a  friend 
ofiered  to  give  them  a  setting  of  Cochin 
eggs  (I  do  not  know  how  many),  but  from 
these,  eight  chickens  were  reared.  The 
husband,  though  still  unreclaimed,  never 
offering  any  molestation  to  them,  but  com- 
plaining "they  spoiled  the  little  garden" 
he  himself  seemed  to  feel  no  inclination 
whatever  to  cultivate. 

In  the  times  of  which  I  am  now  speak- 
ing. Cochins  were  very  much  sought  for, 
and  the  writer  of  this  article  procured  the 
introduction  of  an  amateur,  who  at  once 
offered  '*a  five-pound  note  for  the  lot." 
Thb  (after  consultation  with  the  partv  who 
presented  the  eggs)  was  accepted,  and  with 
the  proceeds  of  this  sum,  numberless  little 
comforts  were  spread  around  the  cottage, 
the  not  least  useful  being  a  store-pig, 
for  which  a  stye  was  now  purposely 
erected. 

From  the  hour  of  the  disposal  of  these 
Cochins,  a  complete  change  pervaded  the 
whole  .conduct  of  the  husband,  wrought, 
no  doubt,  in  a  great  degree  by  the  feeling 
that  their  circumstances  were  so  suddenly 
improved,  and  that  a  greater  amount  of 
self-exertion  on  his  part  would  still  better 
them.  The  plot  of  land  was  afterwards 
carefully  cultivated,  the  ale-house  aban- 
doned, his  wife  and  children  no  longer  ill- 
used  ;  and  though  several  years  have  since 
elapsed,  he  still  speaks  with  the  strongest 
feeung  of  their  original  pet  chicken.  Their 
cottage,  once  the  starveling  abode  of  utter 
poverty,  at  this  time  abounds  with  very 
many  internal  comforts ;  while  its  exterior 
forms  a  snow-white  trellis  for  the  wood- 
bine and  the  jessamine.  The  children  are 
better  clad,  and  the  father's  dreadful  oaths 
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never  break  the  peace  of  its  now  happy 
and  contented  inmates. 

I  must,  in  conclusion,  for  an  instant 
dwell  on  the  manifold  and  unforeseen 
benefits  that  may  be  derived  from  little 
acts  of  kindness  and  attention  to  the  really 
deserving  poor. 

Such  gifts  do  not  necessarily  entail  the 
abandonment  of  any  comfort,  ^  or  even 
pleasure,  to  the  donors,  but  sometimes  lead 
to  a  most  unexpected  and  wondrous  result 
as  to  the  recipients — indeed,  to  the  one, 
may  appear  altogether  worthless,  but  to 
the  other  party  (when  tlie  hitherto  dor- 
mant energies  of  the  mind  are  thus  once 
fairly  aroused)  prove  a  blessing,  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  can  scarcely  be  appre- 
ciated by  those  in  more  affluent  circum- 
stances. 

I  need  say  no  more  than  request  your 
readers  to  remember  (as  they  have  now 
seen)  how  eventful  an  history  may  possibly 
rest  on  even  the  gift  of  a  newly-hatched 
and  solitary  chicken.  £.  C. 


The  still  vexed  Brahmas. 

The  multitude  of  counsellors  has  not 
yei  brought  wisdom,  nor  have  they  suc- 
ceeded in  agreeing  among  themselves  as  to 
the  chief  points  or  the  origin  of  these  birds. 
As  I  do  not  think  the  subject  exhausted, 
I  return  to  it. 

First,  their  origin.  Mr.  Bumham  says 
they  are  Shanghaes.  Dr.  Bennett  contends 
they  come  from  India.  Why  should  they 
not?  During  the  mania,  manv  thousanas 
of  birds  were  imported  from  China.  How 
was  it  that  among  them  there  were  no 
Brahmas,  and  why  then  should  it  be  so 
strongly  asserted  they  are  only  Shanghaes  ? 
It  would  seem  that  the  hold  of  these  latter 
birds  on  their  admirers  is  so  strong,  that 
rather  than  admit  a  new  actor  on  the  scene, 
they  will  vow  he  is  the  same  in  a  new 
I  costume.  Shanghaes  will  ever  be  memo- 
■  rable  in  the  history  of  poultry,  as  the  birds 
that  were  the  general  favourites  when  a 
love  for  the  feathered  tribe   sprang  up. 


They  will  also  bear  the  palm  of  having 
made  larger  prices,  and  maintained  them 
longer  than  any  other  will  probably  do. 
Let  their  lovers  and  admirers  be  content 
with  this,  and  with  the  good  qualities  which, 
by  universal  consent,  are  awarded  to  them. 
It  is  useless  for  them  to  ask  more,  as  the 
public  has  already  decided  the  value  of 
them,  and  thev  have  passed  from  ridiculous 
to  rational  prices.  They  have  also  suffered 
the  fate  of  all  favourites  and  fashions ;  they 
have  had  their  day,  as  "  stars."  Let, 
then,  the  Brahmas  have  their  turn,  and 
reign,  if  they  deserve  it ;  they  will  never 
attain  the  height  of  their  predecessors,  nor 
will  any  other ;  but  do  not  seek  to  take 
from  them  'Hheir  local  habitation  and 
their  name." 

If  they  are  Shanghaes,  will  the  advocates 
of  this  opinion  tell  me  if  they  ever  bred 
their  Bufis,  Cinnamons,  and  Grouse  with 
pea-combs.  I  refer  to  this,  first,  because 
it  is  a  disputed  point  among  writers.  One 
says  the  pea-comb  is  decid^ly  preferable ; 
the  others  say  it  should  be  single,  upright^ 
and  well  serrated.  The  pea-comb  is  a 
novelty  with  us ;  it  is  unlike  any  other. 
It  is  not  in  any  part  like  the  single  one  of 
the  Shanghae,  the  double  one  of  the 
Hamburg,  or  the  flattened  one  of  the 
Malay.  It  rises  little  from  the  head,  it  is 
very  thick  at  the  base.  It  has  the  appear- 
ance of  three  combs  pressed  into  one ;  the 
middle  and  highest  part  has  blunt  serra- 
tions, the  sides,  only  naif  as  high,  have  the 
same,  looking  like  two  small  combs  joined 
to  a  larger  one.  Now,  in  all  our  varied 
crosses  we  have  never  seen  anything  like 
this.  If  we  put  a  Malay  hen  to  a  Cochin 
cock,  as  was  done  in  the  early  days,  we 
had  no  pea-comb.  The  effect  was,  the 
Maley  comb  became  thinner  and  longer, 
and  in  some  instances  fell  over  the  face 
like  that  of  a  Spanish  hen.  In  all  my  ex- 
perience among  thousands  of  Cochins  or 
Shanghaes,  I  never  saw  one  with  a  double 
comb.  I  have  seen  crosses,  with  much  of 
Shanghae  in  them,  with  double  combs,  but 
of  course  they  ceased  to  be  types  of  the 
breed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


210 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


I  assert,  then,  the  pea-comhed  Brahma 
cannot  be  a  Shanghae.  If  it  be  a  cross, 
then  I  repeat  what  one  of  your  correspond- 
ents wrote  a  few  weeks  since.  If  brother 
Jonathan  made  these,  I  wish  he  wonld 
make  some  more. 

I  would  fain  meet  objections  on  their 
own  grounds—one  of  them  says  all  these 
birds  sprang  from  one  pair.  There  has 
then  been  no  introduction  of.  fresh  blood, 
and  marvellous  birds  they  are  to  go  on 
with  so  little  appearance  of  degeneracy ; 
and  it  speaks  much  for  the  purity  of  the 
breed,  for  were  they  made  up  of  a  cross, 
they  would  certainly  throw  back.  Alec- 
tor^s  friend  would  hardly  succeed  in  his 
cross  between  the  Malay  and  Dorking, 
because  it  is  known  how  the  fifth  claw  ap- 
pears in  every  cross ;  witness  the  early  davs 
of  Cochins.  The  legs  would  often  be 
robbed  of  their  feathers.  I  have  bred 
above  a  hundred  Brahmas,  and  never  had 
one  without  feathered  legs,  nor  did  I  ever 
have  one  without  orange  legs ;  no  green  as 
in  white  Cochins,  or  white  as  in  BuflPs. 

"  Non-exhibitor "  is  wofuUy  mistaken 
when  he  says  the  American  birds  are 
crossed  with  the  Malay.  No  mixture  is 
so  easy  to  detect  as  this ;  there  is  a  cha- 
racter in  Malay  fowls  which  belongs  to  no 
other,  and  the  slightest  cross  of  it  is  imme- 
diately visible  to  a  practised  eye.  The 
feather,  carriage,  tail  and  head  of  Malays 
are  different  from  any  others,  and  so  dif- 
ferent^ that  the  veriest  t3rro  will  recognise 
them  when  grafted  on  any  other  stock. 

I  do  not  want  to  make  a  long  article, 
and  will  therefore  conclude.  If  they  were 
Cochins,  they  would  not  have  pea-combs, 
nor  deep  breasts.  If  they  were  crossed 
with  Malays,  they  would  have  drooping 
tails,  small  bodies,  hard  plumage,  and  cruel 
faces.  If  they  were  crossed  with  Dorkings, 
they  would  have  ample  tails,  five  claws, 
and  clean  legs. 

1^  These  are  the  accusations,  and  the  birds 
in  question  have  no  points  to  bear  them 
out. 

What  are  they  then  1  They  are  Brahma 
Pootras,  large,  heavy  birds,  symmetrical, 


prolific,  and  hardy  ;  living  where  Cochins 
would  starve,  growing  in  frost  and  snow 
when  hatched  in  the  winter  months,  and 
without  seeking  to  christen  a  mania,  they 
are  standing  on  their  own  merits,  with  the 
conviction  they  will  deserve  well  of  the 
public. 

B.  P. 


Colombiaxy. 

NO.  III.— THB  DOVE-HOUSE  PIGEON — 

continued. 

The  prolificacy  of  pigeons  has  often  been 
commented  on,  and  as  all  the  early  hatched 
young  birds  would  breed  the  same  year, 
they  would  necessarily  multiply  very  fast ; 
but  then  pigeons  have  a  great  many 
enemies. 

Much,  too,  has  been  said  of  the  quantity 
of  food  they  consume ;  but  this  subject  I 
consider  is  greatly  overrated.  I  wiU  con- 
tent myself  by  giving  one  instance  of  an 
experiment  I  tried.  When  at  school,  I  was 
permitted  to  keep  one  pair  of  pigeons ; 
these  were  common  ones,  I  kept  them  in 
a  rabbit-hutch,  the  breeding-place  divided 
by  a  shelf  to  make  two  nests,  and  they 
reared  a  pair  of  young  ones  every  five  or 
six  weeks.  While  I  had  them  they  were 
fed  on  tares  which  I  purchased  retail ;  they 
always  had  food  and  water  by  them,  and 
cost  me,  one  week  with  the  other,  three 
halfpence  per  week ;  they  were  very  fat, 
and  the  young  grew  well.  I  cannot  say 
if  pigeons  at  liberty  would  be  equally 
moderate  in  their  demands,  but  I  fancy 
exercise  sharpens  their  appetites.  Dove- 
cots are  common  in  many  parts  of  the 
country ;  they  are  built  of  various  sizes, 
shapes,  and  materials ;  brick  or  stone  are 
the  best  materials,  not  being  so  liable  to 
harbour  vermin  and  insects  as  wood  ;  it 
must  be  inaccessible  to  cats,  rats,  &c.,  and 
kept  clean  ;  and  as  I  have  shown  pigeons 
occupy  two  nests  at  the  time  with  youns 
and  eggs,  the  pigeons  should  never  exceed 
the  number  oi  nests,  or  much  quarrelling 
and  consequent  loss  ensue ;  far  better  to 
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',  have  double  the  number  of   neste   than 
!,  pigeons. 

, !  Every  winter  the  pigeons  should  be  all 
I  caught  by  closing  the  dove-house  at  night, 
[  and  the  requisite  number  of  pairs  let  out, 
j .  being  careful  to  allow  a  few  hens  rather 
' ;  than  cocks  in  excess,  for  an  odd  cock  is 
always  a  nuisance;  better  to  have  half -a- 
i-  dozen  odd  hens  than  one  odd  cock,  and 
cocks  are  generally  in  excess,  because  the 
t  hens  are  weaker  and  more  liable  to  get 
I  killed ;  and  though  a  hen  may  find  no 
mate  in  the  dove-cot  it  is  very  probable 
■  she  may  pick  up  and  bring  home  some 
I  disconsolate  bachelor.  The  cocks  and  hens 
I  may  be  distinguished,  pretty  certainly,  by 
I  a  practised  eye  ;  the  cocks  have  a  bolder 
I  look,  and  are  fuller  about  the  cheeks ;  the 
'  hens  look  more  feminine,  and  narrower 
!  across  the  base  of  the  beak,  and  more 
I'  depressed  before  the  eye.  Young  birds, 
;  too,  are  preferable  to  the  old,  old  cocks 
I '  often  being  very  quarrelsome  ;  but  this 
;  I  frequently  arises  from  want  of  hens. 

Almost  all  the  common  pigeons  are  pro- 
lific ;  it  is  generally  in  the  high-bred  and 
high-fed  fancy  pigeons,  where,  perhaps, 
for  many  generations  no  fresh  blood  has 
been  introduced,  that  they  fail  to  rear  their 
voung  ;  their  colour  has  no  effect  on  their 
breedmg  capabilities  ;  those  that  are  not 
related,  and  whose  parents  were  not  re- 
lated, will  be  the  hardiest  and  most  pro- 
lific. From  one  to  four  years  old  is  con- 
sidered their  most  productive  age ;  hens 
wear  out  sooner  than  cocks.  I  had  a  cock 
that  bred  well  at  twelve  years  old,  and  a 
neighbour  had  one  which  bred  well  when 
twenty  years  old. 

Although  naturalists  assign  the  origin 
of  our  tame  pigeons  to  theBlue  Bock  Pigeon 
or  Rock  Pove,  I  think  the  chequered  Dove- 
House  Pigeon  the  more  probable  ancestor. 
Not  only  is  this  pigeon  more  extensively 
diffused,  but  it  is  very  constant  to  its  home ; 
they  have  been  known  to  return  to  their 
former  abode,  the  distance  of  eighty  miles. 
They  are  not  so  shy  as  the  Bock,  and  are 
TOT  easily  tamed,  and  if  properly  treated 
will  readily  take  up  their  abode  where 


desired ;  and  what  makes  me  incline  still 
more  to  the  Dove- House  Pigeons  as  the 
origin  of  our  tame  or  fancy  pigeons  is, 
that  if  the  varieties  are  neglected  and  per- 
mitted to  intermingle,  the  type  of  the  Dove- 
House  Pigeon  will  be  more  and  more  iap- 
parent  among  them.  Still  I  have  my  doubts 
if  all  the  fancy  pigeons  had  one  common 
origin ;  it  may  be  possible,  but  it  does  not 
appear  probable.  B.  P.  B. 


Hints  to  Poultry  Show  Committees. 

The  front  of  the  pen  is  to  be  formed  of 
a  top  and  bottom  rail,  1^  by  2^  inches ; 
and  these  rails  should  be  drilled  with  holes, 
through  the  top  rail  and  half  through  the 
bottom  rail,  in  which  to  socket  the  per- 
pendicular wires  wliich  are  to  form  the 
front  of  the  pen.  The  wires  may  be  2  inches 
apart,  and  they  must  be  sufficiently  strong 
to  resist  any  attempts  on  the  part  of  birds 
to  push  through  them, — birds  will  try  to 
do  so — ^wire  3-16  I  think  would  be  suffi- 
ciently strong,  but  I  will  not  give  a  decided 
opinion  on  strength.  The  Birmingham  pens 
have  narrow  doors  to  them ;  but  if  the 
wires  are  allowed  to  slip  up  through  the 
top  bar,  as  I  suggest,  the  removal  of  two 
or  three  will  serve  all  purposes  of  a 
door  equally  well,  and  at  the  same  time 
not  permit  the  escape  of  the  rest  of  the 
birds  out  of  the  pen,  which  will  sometimes 
occur  if  the  wire  fronts  are  used,  as  it  is 
difficult  to  open  only  sufficient  to  permit 
the  passage  of  one  bird ;  and  the  more 
active  Hamburgs  and  Game  will  not  un- 
frequently  make  a  rush  for  sweet  liberty 
over  the  head  of  the  door  opener. 

Doors  at  the  back  and  bottom  of  the  pen, 
which  ought  to  be  only  2  feet  deep,  are 
altogether  inadmissible. 

Turkeys  will  require  pens  5  feet  long, 
and  geese  4  feet.  The  whole  of  the  pens 
ought  to  be  covered  with  wire-work  ;  the 
2  or  d-inch  meshed  galvanized  looks  the 
neatest.  Wire  fronts  for  each  separate  pen 
will  be  required,  and  hooks  or '  pins  for 
securely  fastening  the  same ;  for  nothing 
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is  so  annoying  as  the  escape  of  a  bird  from 
its  pen,  and  the  consequent  chace,  at  a 
time  whenjvery  likely  "  time  "  is  valuable. 
And  this  reminds  me  that  the  wire-work 
for  the  Bantams  must  be  of  a  smaller  mesh 
than  I  have  above  stated  ;  it  must  not  be 
more  than  li-inch  mesh,  or  the  birds  will 
make  an  unwelcome  exit. 

This  sub-committee  will  also  have  to 
provide  water-pots  for  each  pen.  The 
pens  ought  also  to  be  constructed  with  a 
narrow  open  space  at  the  bottom  of  the 
wire-work,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
eggs,  and  cleaning  out  the  pens  with  a 
scraper. 

The  art  of  erecting  the  pens,  of  course, 
will  vary  according  to  the  neighbourhood, 
but  in  all  cases  the  committee  should  get 
the  work  done  by  contract ;  and  I  consider 
that  2s.  per  pen  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
wood- work,  of  course  the  wood  remaining 
the  property  of  the  contractor.  The  wire- 
work,  also,  should  be  done  by  contract, 
but  the  proper  price  of  both  may  easily  be 
obtained  by  inviting  competition.  The  cost 
will  be  greatly  enhanced  if  the  workmen 
are  pushed  for  time,  and  therefore  the 
formation  of  the  pens  should  have  the 
earliest  attention  of  the  committee. 

I  consider  six  feet  quite  sufficient  width 
for  the  alleys;  four  feet  will  do,  but  if 
friendly  parties  meet  in  them,  they  will 
have  a  chat,  and  unless  sufficient  room  is 
allowed,  their  meeting  will  blockade  the 
passage.  This  committee  must  also  pro- 
vide a  few  loose  divisions  to  separate 
quarrelsome  birds ;  for  exhibitors  will  most 
inconsiderately  send  four  birds,  who  for 
the  first  time  meet  in  the  pen, — or  worse, 
between  whom  there  has  been  an  ancient 
feud ;  nothing  can  be  worse  judgment 
than  this,  for  nothing  can  be  more  trying 
to  the  temper  of  birds  than  being  closely 
cooped  up  for  so  many  days ;  and  it  is  too 
bad  to  arouse  that  feeling  of  contention, 
which  a  stranger's  presence  always  excites 
amongst  poultry.  Nay,  indeed,  I  have 
known  birds  sent,  that  the  exhibitor  knew 
would  not  agi'ee ;  for  but  very  lately,  the 
feeder  of  a  great  exhibitor  delivered  a  pen 


of  birds  to  me  with  the  observation, — 
^*  Please,  Sir,  you  must  separate  that  hen 
with  the  red  tape  on  her  leg  from  the 
rest,  or  the  cock  will  kill  her ; "  and  I 
suppose  if  he  had  done  so,  I  should  have 
been  considered  an  accomplice  and  acces- 
sary to  the  murder.  I  don't  think  it  was 
fair  to  send  birds  with  such  uncompanion- 
able qualities,  any  more  than  it  would  be 
to  lock  up  three  quiet  women  with  an 
insane  man  with  strong  combative  deve- 
lopments. But  the  committee  must  be 
prepared  for  the  emergency,  and  also  with 
some  loose  perches,  useful  for  the  same 
purpose,  for  if  two  hens  will  not  agree  on 
the  floor,  they  sometimes  will  agree  to  a 
truce,  by  consenting  to  sit  quietly  on  a 
perch  if  placed  for  them. 

This  committee  ought  also  to  secure 
lights  for  the  evening  exhibition,  and  no> 
better  plan  can  be  adopted  than  the  Bir-  ! 
mingham  one,  of  a  long  gas  pipe  suspended, 
with  alternate  jets  ri^t  and  left^  over  the 
pens. 

This  committee  should  also  arrange  the 
entrance  barriers,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  checking  the  money-takers,  no  better 
"  tell-tale  "  can  be  adopted  than  that  used 
at  race-courses  and  other  places. 

They  must  also  provide  a  sale  office,  also 
offices  for  the  secretary  and  committee,  att 
of  which,  as  well  as  refreshment-rooms, 
ought  to  be  in  the  exhibition-room. 

I  may  here  remark,  that  if  the  pens  are 
8  feet  from  the  ground,  there  will  be  ample 
space  under  them  for  stowing  away  the 
hampers  and  baskets  belonging  to  ea^  pen 
under  it,  and  covering  the  same  with  can- 
vas, BO  as  not  to  leave  the  baskets  with  the 
owners'  names  on  them  exposed  to  the 
judges'  eyes,  for  they,  like  other  men,  are 
but  mortal.  W.  W, 


The  ailments  of  fowls  are  numerous, 
but  they  would  seldom  be  seen  if  proper 
care  were  taken.  It  is  useless  to  talk  of 
remedies  where  you  have  complete  power 
to    prevent    the    evil. — Cobbett^s    VcUag€ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


213 


Schedule  of  the  Amateur  Dublin 
Society. 

From  the  schedule  of  this  society  we 
£nd  the  exhibition  will  be  held  on  the  5thy 
6th,  and  7th  of  December,  under  the 
patronage  of  her  Excellency  the  Countess 
of  St.  Germans,  and  other  ladies  of  rank. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  amateurs  to  see  a 
poultry  show  under  the  patronage  of 
ladies ;  for  what  they  begin  they  gene- 
rally finish  well. 

The  regulations  are  generally  similar 
to  those  usually  adopted  for  poultry 
flhows.  Among*  them  we  will  repeat 
those  only  which  differ  in  different  shows. 

Chickens  of  1854  cannot  be  shown  in  classes 
for  fowls. 

All  the  specimens  must  be  bond  fide  the  pro- 
perty of  the  exhibitor,  and  have  been  so  for  at 
least  one  month. 

I  The  discovery  of  any  ftilse  statement  as  to  age 
I  or  proprietorship,  or  any  attempt  to  deceive  the 
jadge8>  by  trimming  or  artificial  alteration  of  the 
plumage,  or  of  any  other  part  of  a  bird,  will  be 
followed  by  the  forfeiture  of  any  premium  that 
mav  have  been  awarded  to  such  specimens, 
<aad  by  the  exclusion  of  the  exhibitor  from  all 
future  exhibitions  of  the  Society,  and  a  notifica- 
tion tiiat  the  birds  have  been  mutilated  will  also 
be  attached  to  the  pen. 

AU  specimens  sent  in  for  exhibition  shall  be 
for  sale. 

No  offer  to  purchase  will  be  received  until  one 
hour  after  the  opening  of  the  Exhibition,  and  the 
first  applicant  after  that  time  will  be  the  pur- 
chaser. 

Subscribers  of  not  less  than  10s.  per  annum 
will  be  entitled  to  compete  for  prizes ;  the)r  will 
also  be  entitled  to  enter  four  lots  for  exhibition, 
and  to  receive  two  tickets  of  admission  to  the 
Show,  viz.,  one  ticket  to  the  private  view,  and 
one  for  either  of  the  following  days.  Subscribers 
of  20b.  will  be  entitled  to  enter  eight  lots,  and  to 
have  four  tickets  of  admission  (one  to  the  private 
view,  and  three  for  the  following  days),  and  so 
on  in  proportion.  To  cover  expenses  for  pens, 
food,  5cc.,  an  entrance-fee  of  Is.  will  be  charged 
on  each  lot  for  which  notice  of  (exhibition  has 
been  sent  in  (except  in  the  case  of  Pigeons,  for 
which  6d.  for  each  lot,  of  a  pair,  will  be  charged 
for  the  first  four  lots,  and  Is.  for  every  subse- 

Suent  lot),  and  5  per  cent,  will  be  deducted  (from 
ie  price  named  in  the  certificate  of  entry)  on 
all  siUfiS.    In  the  event  of  a  greater  number  of 


pens  being  required  than  those  above  specified,  a 
charge  of  2s.  6d.  for  every  additional  pen  wUl 
be  made. 

The  competition  for  prizes  will  be  strictly  con- 
fined to  Amateurs,  but  fi&cilities  will  be  afforded 
to  dealers  for  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  choice 
specimens,  on  notice  being  addressed  to  the 
Honorary  Secretaries  three  weeks  previous  to 
the  Show,  and  on  payment  of  2s.  6d.  for  each 
pen  requested;  and  in  case  there  be  not  room 
for  the  entire  number  required,  the  money  will 
be  returned  for  such  pens  as  cannot  be  provided. 
All  subscriptions,  pen  monejr,  or  other  charges 
that  may  be  due  from  persons  intending  to  exhi- 
bit, must  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  or  one  of  the 
Honorary  Secretaries,  before  or  at  the  time  of 
serving  notice;  and  unless  these  regulations  be 
strictly  complied  with,  such  entries  will  neither 
be  placed  in  the  catalogue,  nor  will  the  specimens 
be  admitted  into  the  Exhibition.  To  ensure  the 
tickets  of  admission  bein^^  correctiy  forwarded  to 
non-exhibitors,  it  is  desirable  that  all  subscrip- 
tions may  be  paid  at  least  ten  days  prior  to  the 
Show. 

Cottu^ers  may  compete  without  subscribing, 
provided  the  notice  be  accompanied  by  a  certi- 
ficate of  bond  fide  ownership  firom  a  magistrate, 
or  one  of  the  parochial  clergy. 

No  burds  havin||[  the  lightest  symptom  of 
disease  will  be  admitted ;  and  should  any  symp- 
toms of  disease  appear  during  the  Exhibition  m 
any  of  the  specimens,  they  must  be  immediatelv 
removed  by  the  owner.  The  Committee  will 
pay  every  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  speci- 
mens exhibited,  but  will  not  in  any  case  be  held 
accountable  for  any  accidents  or  casualties  that 
may  occur. 

A  clerk  will  attend  to  register  sales,  to  whom 
all  payments  for  birds  purchased  are  to  be  made; 
and  in  order  to  avoid  confusion  in  making  up 
the  accounts,  it  is  particidarly^  requested  that 
owners  will  not  in  any  case  receive  payment. 

Admission  to  non-subscribers  on  Tuesday, 
the  private  view,  29.  6d. ;  and  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  Is.  each  day. 

The  whole  of  the  poultry  must  be  at  the  place 
appointed  for  holding  the  Show,  on  Monday,  the 
4th  of  December,  1854,  before  4  o'clock,  p.m., 
as  no  poultry  will  be  admitted  on  the  morning  of 
the  Showi  on  any  pretence  whatever. 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Society  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  of  December,  1854 ; 
and  a  General  Meeting  of  the  subscribers  will  be 
held  at  the  Society's  rooms,  212,  Great  Bruns- 
wick-street, on  the  second  Wednesday  in  the 
month  of  January  fi>llowing  the  Show,  to  receive 
the  report,  elect  officers,  and  transact  such 
business  as  may  be  considered  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Society. 
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The  Prize  List  and  Fonn  of  Entry  can  be  had 
on  application  to  the  Honorary  Secretaries,  or 
will  oe  forwarded  on  receipt  of  a  directed  stamped 
envelope. 

By  order,  J.  R.  Dombrain, 

W.  B.  Selwood, 
Hon,  Secretaries. 


PRIZE    LIST. 
FOWLS  WITH  COMBS. 

Class  1. — Spanish. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old £1    1    0 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  2.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  3. — Do&KiNG  {White), ^Rote-combed. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize       0  10    6 

Class  4.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  5.— Dorking  (Coloured).— S^m^Zc- 

I  combed. 

'■ ;  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

II  a  year  old 110 

I    Second  Prize        0  10    6 

I    Class  6.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  7.— DoEKiNO,  (Coloured). — RotC'Combed. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize       0  10    6 

Class  8.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  9.— Shanghae,  or  Cochin  China 
(White). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize       0  10    6 

Class  10.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  11.— Shanghae,  or  Cochin  China 
(Grey).—*'  Brahma  Pootra.** 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old      .«         110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  12.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  13.— Shanghae,  or  Cochin  China 
(Lemon,  Buff,  or  Cinnamon). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old  110 

Second  Prize       0  10    6 

Class  14.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  15. — Shanghae,  or  Cochin  China 
(Black,  Grouse,  or  Partridge). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old £110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  16.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  17.— Malay. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old      . .  . .         . .   0  15    0 

Second  Prize        0    7    6 

Class  18.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  19.— Dutch-Pencilled  Fowl 
(Bolton  Greys). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 10    0 

Second  Prize        0  10    0 

Class  20.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  21.— Dutch-Pencilled  Fowl 
(Bolton  Bays). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 10    0 

Second  Prize       0  10    0 

Class  22.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  23.— Game  Fowl. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  24.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  25.— Persian,  or  Tail-less. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old      ..      - 0  10    0 

Second  Prize        0    5     0 

Chiss  26.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  27.— Frizzled. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

ayearold 0  10    0 

Second  Prize        0    5     0 

Class  28.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  29. — Pheasant  Fowl  (Golden).  i 

For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above  , 

ayearold 110* 

Second  Prize        0  10     6    ; 

Class  30.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes.    1 

Class  31.— Pheasant  Fowl  (Silver).  ' 

For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

ayearold 110 

Second  Prize       0  10     6 

Class  32.— Chickens  of  1854,— The  same  Prizes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    POULTRY   OHRONIOLE. 


215 


CIass  33.— Sebright  Bantams  (Gold-laced). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old ;£0  10    0 

Second  Prize        0    5    0 

Class  34.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  35.— Sebright  Bantams  (Silver-laced). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 0  10    0 

Second  Prize        0    5    0 

Class  36.— Bantams  (Clean-legged,  assorted 
colours). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 0  10    0 

Second  Prize        0    5    0 

Class  37.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  38.— Bantams  (Feathered,  assorted 
colours). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 0  10    0 

Second  Prize        0    5    0 

Class  39.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  40. — ^Irish  Cuckoo  (Single-combed). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  41.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Frizes. 

FOWLS  WITH  CRESTS. 

Class  42. — White-Crested  Black  Fowl. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  43. — Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  44. — ^Black-Crested  White  Fowl. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  45.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  46. — ^Whitb-Crbsted  Red  Fowl 
(Hamburg). 
For  tiie  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old      . .  ..110 

Second  Prize 0  10    6 

Class  47.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  48. — Spangled  Fowl  (Golden). 
For  tiie  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  aoove 

syearold 110 

Seeond  Prize       ..        0  10    6 

49.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 


Class  50.— Span«lbd  Fowl  (Silver). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old .£110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  51.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  52.— Crested  White  Fowl. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 0  15    0 

Second  Prize        ..         076 

Class  53.— Chickens  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  54.— Turkeys  (American). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a.yearold 110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  55.— Poults  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Chss  56.— Turkeys  (Norfolk). 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  57.— Poults  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  58.— Geese  (Improved  Breed). 
For  the  best  Gander  and  Goose,  above 

a  year  old 110 

Second  Prize        0  10    6 

Class  59.— Goslings  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  60.— Ducks  (White  Aylesbury). 
For  the  best  Drake  and  two  Dacks,above 

a  year  old 0  15    0 

Second  Prize        0    7    6 

Class  61.— Ducklings  of  1854.— The  same  Prizes. 

Class  62.— Ducks  (Rouen). 
For  the  best  Drake  and  two  Ducks,  above 

ayearold 0  15    0 

Second  Prize 0    7    6 

Class  63.— Ducklings  of  1854.— The  same  Prizra. 

Class  64.— PiGBONS. 
For  the  best  pair  of  Fantails,  Carriers,  Pouters 
or  Croppers,  Tumblers  (Almond,  Bald-pated, 
or  Mottled),  Runts,  Turbits,  Nun8»    and 
Trumpeters,  a  Prize  of  5s.  each. 

Class  65.— Rabbits. 
For  the  best  pair  of  Lob-eared  Rabbits   0  10    0 

A  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  nomen- 
clature renders  the  schedule  rather  puz- 
zling ;  for  instance,  what  we  call  gold  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


216 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


silyer-pencilled  Hambnrgs^  are  here  named 
*^  Duteh-pencilled  fowls."  Several  classes 
further  we  find  **  Pheasant  fowls,"  golden 
and  silver-spangled  Hambures,  we  pre- 
sume; and  what  we  have  always  con- 
sidered the  Poland  family,  are  here  called, 
"  Fowls  with  crests,"  in  six  varieties. 


Pheasants. 

Some  weeks  since,  we  published  instruc- 
tions for  making  pheasantries.  As  there 
is  a  season  for  everythine,  as  the  birds  are 
now  laying,  and  as  it  is  desired  by  all  who 
preserve  game  to  raise  as  much  as  possible, 
at  the  least  expense,  we  will  now  give  some 
hints  which  may  be  found  valuable.  We 
will  start  with  two  admitted  facts,  viz., 
that  while  hen  pheasants,  in  a  state  of 
nature,  lay  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  eggs, 
the  average  number  in  the  eyes  reared  is 
seven.  Yet  the  eggs  are  mostly  hatched, 
save,  perhaps,  one  or  two.  The  hen  is 
not  able  to  rear  them  all. 

Instead  of  losing  half  the  eggs  that  are 
laid,  they  may  be  saved  by  adopting  the 
following  plan : — Let  five  or  six  eggs  be 
taken  out  of  every  nest  that  is  found  on 
the  estate,  and  put  them  under  hens ;  well 
managed,  two-thirds  of  the  eggs  will  be 
hatched,  and  one -half  of  them  reared, 
being  just  so  many  saved  or  gained  out  of 
the  number  laid. 

A  moderate-sized  hen  will  cover  thirteen, 
a  large  one  fifteen  eggs.  She  should  set  in 
a  box  without  a  bottom,  so  that  the  nest 
shall  be  on  the  ground,  and  the  box  should 
have  a  lid  that  the  hen  may  be  shut  in.  A 
quiet  dry  place  should  be  chosen,  and  the 
boxes  may  be  raised  against  the  wall. 
They  should  be  about  eighteen  inches  high, 
and  sufficiently  perforated  all  round  to 
admit  of  ample  ventilation,  because  it  is 
hot  weather  when  they  are  sittine.  They 
may  be  let  ofi^  every  morning  and  evening 
to  leed,  after  which  each  hen  will  return  to 
her  nest,  and  the  lid  may  be  arain  closed. 
It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  nave  boxes,, 
and  where  there  are  but  few  hens  sitting, 


they  may  be  allowed  to  do  as  if  they  had 
only  conmion  eggs  under  them ;  but 
where  there  are  many,  it  is  a  wise  precau- 
tion. It  almost  prevents  the  possibility  of 
failure,  and   it  must  be  borne  in  mind, 

Eiasants  lay  only  for  a  given  time,  and  if 
bad  sitting  a  hen  spoils  a  nest  of  eggs, 
loss  is  irreparable,  no  more  are  to  be 
had,  and  the  season  is  past.  After  the 
hens  have  sat  five  or  six  aays,  if  the  ^gs 
are  taken  out,  and  held  against  the  sun,  or 
a  very  strong  light,  the  good  ^;gs  may  be 
chosen,  as  the  first  formation  of  the  pouch 
is  distinctly  visible.  The  eggs,  where  this  is 
not  seen,  should  be  thrown  away ;  the  com- 
plement of  every  hen  should  then  be  made 
up  of  good  eggs,  and  the  sufferers  by  the 
spoliation  have  fresh  ones  put  under  them. 
Thus,  twelve  hens  sit  each  on  fifteen  eggs — 
on  examination,  forty-five  are  found  to  be 
barren,  there  will  be  enough  good  ones  to 
make  full  nests  for  twelve,  and  three  must 
be  provided  anew ;  these  again  will  only 
perhaps  supply  two  after  examination,  and 
the  last  will  have  again  to  be  supplied 
afresh.  This  only  entails  sitting  ten  days 
longer,  which  is  of  no  possible  importance. 
It  is  often  asked  how  long  an  egg  may  be 
kept  before  it  is  set.  There  is  no  solution 
like  a  natural  one.  A  hen  pheasant  will 
often  lay  fifteen  or  seventeen,  a  partridge 
nineteen  eggs,  and  the  latter  commonly 
brings  all  off.  The  nineteen  eggs  cannot 
be  produced  in  less  than  twenty-one  days, 
ana  it  is  therefore  proved  an  egg  will  keep 
well  three  weeks.  We  have  mown  par- 
tridge eggs  hatch  after  six  weeks,  and 
without  taking  the  least  care  of  them. 
After  the  pheasants  have  been  hatched 
about  ten  hours,  the  hen  should  be  put 
under  a  rip  or  coop,  solid  all  round  except 
two  bars  m  front,  just  wide  enough  to 
allow  the  poults  to  run  in  and  out.  In 
other  respects  it  is  precisely  the  same  as  a 
common  rip  for  hen  and  chickens.  This 
should  be  put  on  grass  in  a  dry  spot,  well 
exposed  to  the  sun  and  to  the  west  or 
south*west;  a  run  should  be  made  for.  the 
poults  for  the  first  few  days,  by  taking 
three  boards  one  foot  high,  two  of  them 
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four  feet  long,  the  other  two  feet.  The 
longer  boards  must  be  fastened  to  the  rip 
or  coop  in  whicli  the  hen  is,  and  supported 
by  tmree  pegs  driven  into  the  ground ; 
one  at  each  end  on  one  side,  and  one  in  the 
middle  on  the  other.  The  shorter  board 
is  plaoed  at  the  end  of  the  other  two,  and 
fixed  in  the  same  manner.  The  space  thus 
endosed  is  then  covered  with  a  net  to  pro- 
tect the  poults  from  attack  from  birds  of 
prey  or  other  enemies. 

If  they  go  on  well  for  five  or  six  days, 
this  may  he  removed  and  they  may  be 
allowed  to  run  at  will.    The  hen  should 
be  under  the  rip  till  the  young  are  three 
weeks  old,  when  she  should  be  tethered  to 
a  peg  by  the  leg,  wliich  is  done  in  the 
following  manner.     A  piece  of  leather,  six 
inches  long  and  one  inch  deep,  is  taken, 
and  to  it  is  added  a  yard  of  string.    An 
incision  an  inch  long  is  made  in  one  end  of 
the  leather,  and  the  other  end  being  passed 
through   it   and   round  the  leg,  forms  a 
secure  fastening,  which  cannot  injure  the 
hen  when  fastened  to  the  peg  by  the  string. 
This  allows  her    liberty  all   day,  but  at 
night  she  should  be  again  under  the  rip, 
where  her  poults  join  her.    In  a  field  of 
two  or  three  acres  a  great  number  of  hens 
may  be  tethered  in  rows,  each  bird  being 
six  feet  f^om  the  other,  and  a  space  of 
j  fifteen  feet  being  left  between  the  rows. 
j     Immediately  round  the  hens  the  grass 
I  should  be  cut  short,  but  that  on  the  space 
I  between  the  rows  should  be  allowed  to 
:  grow.    It  affords  the  poults  shelter  and  a 
j  run,  and  it  harbours  insects,  on  which  they 
I  feed.  It  is  imperative  that  hens  and  poults 
'  be  oenstantly  supplied  with  clean  and  fredi 
I  water.     The  lack  of  it  for  a  few  hours, 
especially  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  is 
I  very  injurious  and  often  fatal  to  the  young. 
Where  only  three,  or  four,  or  six  hens  are 
set,  all  these  precautions  may  seem  un- 
necessary ;  hut  where  breeding  is  carried 
on  on  a  large  scale,  it  is  only  by  adhering 
to  system   that   success  can  be  attained. 
'  This  plan  has  also  the  advantage  of  keep- 
i  ing  the  birds  together,  and  consequentlv 
I  makes  the  overlooking,  which  is  essential. 


much  easier.  It  is  necessary  to  have  some 
one  always  on  the  spot,  as  the  hens  some- 
times twist  their  stnng  close  round  the  peg, 
and  will  injure  themselves  if  not  released. 

Their  food  will  be  at  first  eggs  boUed 
hard  and  chopped  fine,  crumbs  of  bread 
soaked  in  milk,  curd  made  of  milk  and 
dried  by  pressure  in  a  cloth  till  it  is  quite 
dry,  and  ants'  eggs.  They  will  afterwards 
do  on  dough  made  of  oatmeal  and  mixed 
with  water.  This  must  not  be  thrown 
down  to  them,  but  they  must  be  fed  with 
little  balls  of  it  as  long  as  they  wUl  eat. 
For  change,  give  barley  and  wheat. 

COLCHICUS. 


Eoyal  Dublin  Society's  Show. 

The  great  spring  cattle  show  of  the 
Royal  Dublin  Society  (including  poultry) 
commenced  on  Tuesday,  the  ISth.  The 
whole  of  that  day  was  occupied  by  the 
judges  in  the  performance  of  their  arduous 
task.  There  were  302  lots  of  poultry 
entered,  embracing  all  the  most  approved 
and  rare  varieties,  and  presenting  the  best 
array  which  has  yet  been  seen.  They 
were  appropriately  arranged  on  both  sides 
of  the  hall  of  the  great  exhibition  building, 
which  was  densely  crowded  each  day 
during  the  show. 

•  The  judges  were,  J.  M.  D'Olier,  Esq., 
Arthur  HaAeld,  Esq.,  Richard  Chaloner, 
Esq.,  and  Captain  Croker.  Steward,  John 
Toler,  Esq.,  M.B. 


THE  PRIZE  LIST. 

Section  1.— Cochin  China.    Over  a  year  old. 

No.  5.— Mrs.  Teresa  Carton,  16,  Halston- 
street,  Dublin.  One  lot  buff  Cochin  China ;  22 
months  old.    One  sovereign. 

No.  6.— Same.    One  lot  white  Cochin  Chma  ; 
22  months  old.    Honorary  certificate. 
Under  a  year  old. 

No.  53.~Mr.  G.  Lugton.  One  lot  cinnamon 
Cochin  China ;  hatched  June,  18^3.  Half  a 
sovereign. 

No.  27.'-Mrs.  Warburton,  Kill,  Naas.  One 
lot  silver  cinnamon  Cochin  China ;  hatched  in 
18^.    Honorary  certificate. 
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Section  2. — Dorkings.    Over  a  year  old. 

No.  89.— The  Hon.  C.  H.  Lindsay.  One  lot 
Dorkings.    One  sovereign. 

No.  90.— The  Hon.  C.  H.  Lindsay,  Island- 
bridge.  One  lot  gray  Dorkings.  Honorary  cer- 
tificate. 

Under  a  year  old. 

No.  91.— Richard  P.  Wiliiams,  Esq.,  Drum- 
condra-castle.  One  lot  gray  Dorkings.  Half 
sovereign. 

No.  98.— Lady  Naas.  One  lot  Dorkings. 
Honorary  certificate. 

Section  3. — ^Malay.    Under  a  year  old. 

No.  114. — Anna  Strahan.  One  lot  Malay. 
Half  sovereign. 

No.  117. — Mrs.  Delany.  One  lot  Malay. 
Honorary  certificate. 

Section  4. — Spanish.    Over  a  year  old. 

No.  124.— Mrs.  Teresa  Carton.  One  lot 
Spanish.    One  sovereign. 

No.  129. — ^Mrs.  Le  Clerc^Philipsborgh  Avenue. 
One  lot  Spanish;  hatched  May,  1852.  Hono- 
rary certificate. 

Under  a  year  old. 

No.  171. — William  Ledwich,  Esq.  One  lot 
Spanish ;  hatched  1853.     Half  sovereign. 

No.  155.— Wm.  D.  Selwood,  Esq.,  Peafield, 
Rathgar.  One  lot  Spanish.   Honorary  certificate. 
Section  5. — Hamburg.    Over  a  year  old. 

No.  174. — Barbara  Brett.  One  lot  spangled 
Hamburg.     One  sovereign. 

No.  177.— James  D,  La  Touche,  Esq.  One 
lot.    Honorary  certificate. 

Under  a  year  old. 

No.  180.— Richard  P.  Williams,  Esq.  One 
lot  golden  spangled.    Half  sovereign. 

No.  181.— Same.  One  lot  silver  spangled. 
Honorary  certificate. 

Section  6. — Polish.    Any  age. 

No.  188.— R.  P.  WUliams,  Esq.  Lot  of  white- 
crested  black  Polish.    One  sovereign. 

No.  184.— Mrs.  Phinn,  Navan.  Polish  cock 
and  two  hens.    Honorary  certificate. 

Section  7.— Any  other  Breed. 

No.  198.— Hon.  C.  H.Lindsay,  Island -bridge. 
One  lot  of  Brahma  Pootra ;  hatched  June,  1853. 
One  sovereign. 

No.  202.— J.  J.  Nolan,  Esq.,  Bachelor's- walk. 
One  lot  golden  Dutch  every-day  layers ;  hatched 
1853.    Honorary  certificate. 

'  Section  8.— Chickens.    Any  breed. 

No.  218^.— Mrs.  Ledwich.    One  sovereign. 

No.  216.— Mr.  James  Forrest,  jun.,  Grafton - 
street.    Six  Cochin  China  chickens  ;   hatched 
first  week  in  March,  1854.    Honorary  certificate. 
Section  9. — Turkeys.    Over  a  year  old. 

No.  228. — Lady  Naas,  Palmerstown-hoose, 
Naas.  Norfolk  torkeys,  one  cook  and  two  hens. 
One  sovereign. 


No.  229.— Mrs.  Shaw,  Kimmage-house,  Rath- 
farnham.  Turkey  cock  and  two  hens;  bred  by 
Lord  Roden.     Honorary  certificate. 

Under  a  year  old. 

No.  237.— Mrs.  Warburton,  Kill,  Naas.  One 
lot  of  Cambridgeshire  turkeys ;  hatched  April, 
1853.    Half  sovereign. 

No.  238. — Same.  One  lot  of  Cambridg^eshize 
turkeys;  hatched  April,  1853.  Honorary  cer- 
tificate. 

Turkey  Poults. — Mr.  James  Carolan.  Merit. 
No  competitor. 

Section  12. — Geese. 

No.  249.— Mrs.  Warburton,  Kill,  Naas.  One 
lot  English  g^se;  hatched  April,  1853.  One 
sovereign. 

No.  250.— Same.  One  lot  English  geese  ; 
hatched  April,  1853.    Half  sovereign. 

No.  243. — Mrs.  Teresa  Carton,  Halston-street. 
One  lot  of  Toulouse  geese.  Honorary  certificate. 
Section  13. — Goslings. 

No.  253.— Anne  Fleet,  Petticoat-lane.  Three 
goslings  ;  hatched  1854.    One  sovereign. 

No.  254.— Catherine  Hoy,  Malahide.  Three 
goslings ;  hatched  1854.     Half  sovereign. 

No.  252.— Mrs.  Phin,  Navan.  One  lot  China 
swan  goslings ;  hatched  March  15, 1854.  Hono- 
rary certificate. 

Section  14. — ^Aylesbury  Ducks. 

No.  264.— Geoige  Perrin,  Esq.,  Bullock,  Dal- 
key.  One  lot  Aylesbury  ducks ;  hatched  April, 
1853.    One  sovereign. 

No.  271.— Messrs.  Harvest  and  Fair,  Castlebar. 
One  lot  white  Ay lesbu  ry  ducks.    Half  sovereign . 

No.  265. — Mrs.  Perrin.  One  lot  Aylesbury 
ducks.    Honorary  certificate. 

Section  15. — Rouen  Ducks. 

No.  274.— T.  J.  Tsacke,  Esq.,  Woodview, 
Donnybrook.  One  lot  Rouen  ducks;  hatched 
April  5,  1853.    One  sovereign. 

No.  278.— Mrs.  Teresa  Carton.  One  lot  Rouen 
ducks ;  19  months  old.     Half  sovereign. 

No.  272.— Mrs.  Jane  Strahan,  Ballytore.  One 
lot  Rouen  ducks;  hatehed  July,  1853.  Hono- 
rary certificate. 

Section  16. — ^Any  Distinct  Breed. 

No.  281.— W.  H.  Bourne,  Esq.— One  Labrador 
drake  and  two  ducks ;  hatehed  1852.  One  sove- 
reign. 

No.  283.— Right  Hon.  Sir  E.  MDonnell,  liord 
Mayor  of  Dublin.  Two  drakes  md  two  dudes, 
East-India  breed;  bred  by  exhibitor.  Ha^ 
sovereign. 

No.  282. — Mrs.  Perrin.  One  lot  Spanish 
ducks.    Honorary  certificate. 

Section  17.— Ducklings. 

No.  286.— Anne  Fleet,  7,  Petticoat-lane.  Si:c 
ducklings.    One  sovereign. 
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No.  284. — George  Kinahan,  Esq.,  Roebuck 
Park,  Dandmm.  One  lot  Aylesbury  dackliogs; 
hatched  March,  1854,    Half  sovereign. 


Aylesbury  Local  Show. — ^We  are  re- 
qnested  by  Mr.  John  K.  Fowler,  of  the 
White  Hart  Hotel,  Aylesbury,  to  mention, 
that  his  Dorking  Fowls,  and  not  those  of 
Mr.  Richard  Fowler  (as  stated  by  us  in 

I  No.   8),  were  highl}'  commended  at  the 

,  above  Show. 


%\t  max'i  f ttt«r-ii«. 


ADVICE  TO  PURCHASERS  OF  EGOS. 

Sir, — Some  of  your  correspondents  ap- 
pear to  haye  been  cUme  in  eggs  bought  from 
advertisers.  Now  to  all  purchasers  I  beg 
to  offer  a  little  advice. 

Ist.  AWays  endeavour  to  see  the  stock, 
and  if  that  is  not  practicable,  there  are 
plenty  of  ways  of  getting  to  know  the 
character  of  an  advertiser  and  of  his  stock. 

2nd.  Never  purchase  eggs  from  any  one 
who  has  more  than  six  hens  running  with 
a  cock. 

3rd.  Never  mind  what  the  adveiiisers 
may  say ;  always  look  with  suspicion  upon 
eees  produced  by  fowls  less  than  a  year 

There  have  been  innumerable  sales  of 
poultry,  and  large  prices  have  been  paid 
for  very  inferior  birds.  The  purchaser 
having  more  eggs  than  he  wants,  naturally 
desires  to  turn  an  ^  honest  penny"  by  the 
sale  of  his  surplus  eggs.  He  flatters  him- 
self his  birds  are  the  first  in  the  kingdom ; 
he  advertises  his  eggs — ^an  amateur  pur^ 
chases,  and  is  disgusted  with  the  result, 
and  the  advertiser  is  branded  as  something 
next  to  a  rogue.  There  are  a  great  many 
advertisers  who  trade  simply  for  the  sake 
of  **  the  filthy  lucre,"  {)urchase  a  lot  of 
Cochins,  Branmas,  Dorkings,  &c.,  no  mat- 
ter what  kind  of  birds  they  are ;  an  adver- 
tisement appears  with  a  grand  flourish 
of  trumpets.    **  In  reply  to  numerous  in- 


quiries," **  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
amateurs,"  "  Mr.  *****  *  has  been 
prevailed  upon."  And,  sir,  whilst  writing 
this,  I  find  one  person  absolutely  warrants 
his  eggs  in  your  advertising  columns.  If 
people  can  afford  to  throw  away  their 
money  and  trust  to  fate  for  the  eggs  turn- 
ing out  well,  good.  Surely  those  who 
appreciate  poiiltry  will  be  at  some  little 
trouble  to  inquire  about  the  stock  from 
which  they  get  a  sitting  of  eggs,  and  not 
trust  to  these  grand  advertisements.  If 
they  cannot  take  this  trouble,  they  had 
better  not  meddle  with  poultry.  Mr. 
Fairlie,  from  his  account,  seems  to  have 
adopted  a  very  successful  plan  to  satisfy 
tiiose  who  have  bought  addled  eggs  from 
him  by  replacing  them,  and  that  yery 
generously  wiUiout  extra  charge,  I  cannot 
undertake  to  replace  eggs,  but  I  will 
undertake  to  pack  mine  perfectly  fresh 
and  safely — more  I  cannot  nor  will  not 
undertake  to  do.  I  will,  however,  guarantee 
that  tliey  are  not  only  fresh,  but  the  pro- 
duce of  the  birds  and  breeds  I  advertise. 
No  person  need  replace  eggs  if  he  knows 
he  has  done  right  by  the  purchaser,  and  I 
never  heard  of  such  a  rule  being  adopted 
except  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 

I  feel  rather  a  delicacy  in  writing  this 
letter  to  you,  because  I  have  advertised  in 
your  columns,  and  this  communication 
may  be  looked  upon  as  "a  pufF  indirect ;" 
the  only  way  I  can  avoid  this  is  by  send- 
ing you  my  name  in  confidence. 

Now  I  will  suppose  that  an  amateur  has 

I)urchased  eggs  from  an  honest  ad/oertisery 
et  him  make  a  nest  out  of  a  sod,  which 
must  be  hoUowed  out  and  half  filled  with 
sand,  on  which  he  places  a  nice  layer  of 
well  bruised  straw,  and  I  think  he  will  be 

S leased  with  the  result  on  the  twenty-first 
ay.  I  have  made  all  my  nests  this  season 
in  this  way,  and  out  of  thirty  eggs  I  have 
twenty-six  chickens.  I  must,  however, 
add,  I  have  only  four  hens  running  with 
one  cock.  On  the  fourth  or  sixth  day  after 
the  eggs  are  set  I  can  generally  tell  what 
eggs  will  have  chickens.  I  will  illustrate 
the  plan. 
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A  common  lantern  with  a  bull's  ^e  is 
made  use  of,  and  a  tin  or  zinc  tnbe  to  nt  on 
to  the  bull's  eye,  through  which  the  rays 
will  concentrate  in  a  focus  at  the  end 
furthest  from  the  lantern.  The  egg  is  held 
at  the  end  of  this  tube— of  course  the 
rays  of  light  are  directed  upon,  or  rather 
through  it.  If  the  egg  has,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expression,  »vivified,  small 
bloodvessels  wiU  be  visible  ;  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  egg  is  clear,  depend  upon  it  that 
egg  is  worthless,  and  you  may  take  it  away. 
I  should  add,  that  the  hoUow  case  is  about 
three  or  four  inches  long,  and  the  opening  at 
the  end  should  be  the  size  of,  say  a  Cochin 
or  Black  Spanish  egg.  In  tr^ring  the  ex- 
periment, I  need  hardly  say  it  should  be 
inade  in  a  dark  room.  I  have  tried  this 
experiment  frequently,  and  always  depend 
upon  it,  and  have  tried  eggs  which  would 
not  pass  the  ordeal,  by  marking  them,  and 
I  have  never  been  wrong.  Of  course,  dark- 
coloured  eggs,  such  as  Cochins,  are  more 
difficult  to  pass  judgment  on.  Two  days 
before  the  egg  is  ready  to  hatch,  the  motion 
of  tiie  chicken  may  be  observed  by  the 
same  means.  Having  heard  of  different 
plans  for  testing  whicn  eggs  are  good  and 
which  bad  after  being  set  a  certain  time,  I 
am  surprised  that  this  means,  so  exceed- 
ingly simple,  has  never  been  noticed. — 
Yours  very  faithfully, 

Henbicus. 


WHAT  IS  A  DEALER? 

Sib, — I  continually  see,  in  reference  to 
the  poultry  exhibitions,  that  dealers  are 
not  permitted  to  compete  for  prizes;  and  as 
in  your  last  number  the  justice  of  their 
exemption  is  fully  admitted,  will  you 
kindly  enlighten  me  with  a  correct  defini- 
tion of  that  rather  ambiguous  title?  I 
believe  a  dealer  to  be  one  who  buys  and 
sells,  seeking  to  make  a  profit  of  it ;  but  I 
must  be  wrong,  for  this  surely  cannot  be 
applied  to  poultry  exhibitors,  as  it  is 
patent  to  everyone  who  reads  your  interest- 
ing publication,  and  other  periodicals, 
that  all  our  principal  exhibitors  would, 


in  that  case,  be  dealers,  for  they  advertise 
their  fowls  and  eggs,  with  the  prices  and 
other  particulars,  sometimes  modestly 
starting  with  an  initial ;  at  others,  boldly 
with  real  name  and  address,  and  nearly 
every  one  of  our  principal  prize-takers  are 
now  supplicating  for 'orders  by  advertise- 
ments, and  doing  their  utmost  to  drive  a 
large  and  prohtable  business.  Some 
amateur  prize-winners  expose  their  poul- 
try for  sale  in  shop-windows  in  leading 
thoroughfares.  Others,  not  content  with 
announcing  their  victories  at  the  exhi- 
bitions by  advertisement,  actually  invite 
orders  for  fowls  and  eggs  through  the 
medium  of  omnibus-tickets,  for  months 
together,  side  by  side  with  *'  Natural 
Sherry,'*  and  "Eureka  Shirts."  Other 
amateurs  I  have  seen  stand  by  their  pens 
at  an  exhibition,  thrusting  them  on  the 
notice  of  passers-by  with  the  determination 
of  an  old  woman  selling  herrings  at  her 
stall.  Now,  if  these  are  really  amateurs, 
will  you  kindly  tell  me  what  is  a  dealer  1 
For,  though  they  might  not  have  a  sign- 
board over  their  door,  yet  I  have  my  mis- 
givings if  they  are  not  dealers. 

I  remember  once,  when  one  of  a  party 
of  pigeon-fanciers,  this  same  question  was 
mooted,  and  the  best  solution  we  could 
arrive  at  was,  that  a  dealer  meant  one  who 
kept  a  ^^shop"  Now,  if  this  is  the  actual 
fact,  your  reply  will  tend  to  relieve  some 
conscientious  scruples  I  have  had  within 
me  for  a  long  time. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  though  I  point 
out  the  selling  branch  of  the  business  of 
the  amateurs,  I  am  silent  about  the  buying. 
If  so,  Stevens's  auction-room,  and- other 
facts  equally  apparent,  render  it  clear  that 
a  sale  is  found  for  more  birds  than  the 
owners  have  bred,  and  which  they  buy. 

I  ask,  for  my  own  information  only; 
but  as  I  dare  say  many  will  feel  interested 
in  your  reply,  I  am  the  less  reluctant  to 
solicit  your  kind  opinion. — ^Your  obedient 
servant,  C.  H.  B. 

[Like  "  C.  H.  B.,"  we  have  often  put 
the  questions, — what  is  a  dealer,  and  where 
can  we  draw  the  line  ? — and  found  it  very 
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'  difficult  to  gain  from  any  a  satisfactory 
answer.  Perhaps  the  best  distinction  is,— 
the  amateur  sells  from  the  surplus  of  his 
poultry-yard ; — the  dealer  buys  to  sell 
again  ;  and  this  definition  only  brings  us 
back  to  the  first  question,  with  little  alte- 
ration— who  are  dealers  ? — Ed.] 


EGGS  VROM  COCHINS  AND  DORKINGS. 

Sib, — ^A  friend  having  forwarded  to  me 
a  return  of  eggs  laid  by  his  poultry,  con- 
sisting of  "  20  Cochin  Hens  and  40  Dork- 
ings," during  the  last  three  months,  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  handing  it  to  you  for 
insertion  in  the  "Poultry  Chronicle,"  as 
it  shows  the  superiority  of  Cochins  over 
the  real  old  Sussex  Dorkings  as  layers  :— 

Eggs  laid  by 
20  Cochins.  40  Dorkings. 
From  January  1st,  1854, 
to  March  31st,  1854 . .         532  521 

showing  the  Cochins  laid  more  than  two 
eggs  to  one  Dorking. 

The  Dorkings  left  off  laying  26th  Sep- 
tember, 1853,  and  began  again  7th  January, 
1854.  In  the  meantime,  the  Cochins  went 
on  laying,  as  follows  : — 

Eggs. 

September  66 

October   68 

November   60 

December    141 

Total  315 

The  Dorkings  have  greatly  the  advan- 
tage in  space,  having  unlimited  range  of 
farming  premises  and  land.  The  Cochin 
Chinas  are  confined  within  600  square 
yards, — ^Yours,  respectfully,        J.  S.  B. 


THE  NEW  DODGE. 

Mb.  Editor, — I  think  it  the  absolute 
duty  of  every  individual  who  lays  claim 
to  the  appellation  of  an  amateur,  to  expose 
any  trickster  plans  that  may,  from  time  to 
time,  be  practised  by  the  **  knowing  ones," 
on  the  **  Green-horns"  in  poultry.    When 


I  first  heard  the  particulars  of  what  is 
aptly  termed  '^  the  new  dodge,"  I  confess 
my  risibility  found  ample  vent  at  the 
expei^se  of  a  long-known  friend,  who  most 
lachrymosely  narrated  "how  he'd  been 
had,'  in  reference  to  a  sitting-hen  for  his 
best  Spanish  eggs.  The  facts  are  few. 
At  this  season,  amateurs  generally  find 
some  Httle  difl&culty  to  procure  fowls  to 
incubate  the  eggs  of  the  non-sitting  varieties, 
just  at  the  time  they  may  be  required,  and 
it  is  this  demand  that  has  caused  their 
manufacture  (/ )  My  friend  procured  a  hen, 
whose  determination  to  sit  quite  satisfied 
him  that  the  purchase  was  advisable,  even 
though  at  more  than  thiice  its  absolute 
value.  After  sitting  quietly  for  several 
hours  on  a  few  addled  eggs,  the  highly- 
prized  ones  were  introduced,  when  you 
may  suppose  his  astonishment,  in  finding, 
a  few  hours  afterwards,  she  had  broken 
every  egg,  and  was  strutting  full  of  ram- 
pant cackle  around  her  nesting-place.  The 
tale  is  best  told  in  my  friend's  oum  words, 
as,  no  doubt,  the  announcement  will  be  as 
novel  to  your  readers  as  myself.  "  Con- 
found them  !  she'd  only  sit  whilst  she  was 
drunk;  and  when  I  catch  the  fellow  who 
sold  her,  I'll  make  him  so  that  he  can't  sit 
or  stand,  I'll  warrant  it."  The  plan 
adopted  was  as  follows: — A  quantity  of 
gin  was  mixed  up  with  barley-fiour,  and 
the  hen  afterwards  crammed  with  it. 
This  produced  consequent  torpor  (a  dis- 
position for  quiet  rest  and  retirement), 
and  it  was  this  dulness,  and  inclination  to 
remain  quiescent,  that  was  mistaken  for 
"  broodiness."  Had  precaution  been  ob- 
served, I  think  my  friend's  troubles  need 
not  have  had  existence;  but,  as  I  find 
his  is  not  by  any  means  a  solitary- 
instance  of  "successful  trapping,"  it  is 
well  to  put  others  on  their  guard.  I  have, 
since  the  above  occurred,  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  a  whole  lot  that  have  been 
"  got  ready  "  for  the  unwary  ones.  It  is 
strange  to  see  a  hen  thus  inebriated,  and 
yet  more  so,  that  flats  are  still  procurable ; 
but  so  here-aboiit  it  is,  and  thinking  it 
best  in  such  barefaced  cases  to  become  a 
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"spoil-trade,"  I  have  forwarded  you  the 
particulars.  It  will  be  prudent  for  buyers 
to  notice  whether  the  hen  "clucks,  as 
many  of  them  do  not;  but  those  that  did  so 
prior  to  the  alcoholic  application,  do  so 
still,  and  even  more  vehemenily  than  be/ore. 
But  the  sure,  unfEiiling  test  is,  "  to  smell 
the  breath"  of  these  poor,  involuntary- 
drunkards,  and  then  "no  mistake"  is 
possible.  To  the  vagabonds  who  are  thus 
doing  business,  a  treadmill  servitude  for 
obtaining  money  under  false  pretences 
might  be  useful.  I  have  advised  my  friend 
to  try  the  Act  against  cruelty  to  animals, 
by  an  application  to  the  magistrates  ;  but 
whether  ne  will  adopt  my  suggestion  is 
still  to  be  proved. 

"  Wide-Awake." 


INTERMIXTURE  OP  FOWLS. 

Sir,  —  The  very  injudicious  system 
adopted  by  many  poultry-breeders,  of 
intermixing  different  breeds,  and  thereby 
producing  cross  breedsy  has  not  been  pro- 
perly looked  into ;  it  appears  to  have  been 
lost  sight  of  hy  the  majority.  I  had  occa- 
sion for  a  sitting  of  eggs,  and,  having  seen 
an  advertisement  in  "Bell's  Life"  (the 
same  person  is  now  advertising  in  a  certain 
toorky  and  a  consptcuousfy-worded  adver- 
tisement it  is),  I  called  upon  the  adver- 
tiser, and  was  shown  into  his  poultry-yard, 
the  denizens  of  which  consisted  of  about 
half-a-dozen  tolerable  Cochins,  various 
coloured,  with  a  sprinkling  of  Dorkings, 
Spanish,  Hamburgs,  Bantams,  and  Game, 
all  mingled  together.  I  remarked  to  him 
on  the  impropriety  of  mixing  the  dif- 
ferent breeds.  He  replied  that  it  was  only 
during  feeding  time,  and  that  during  the  day 
they  were  separated.  I  believed  him,  and 
bought  a  sitting  at  a  long  figure.  I  care- 
fully brought  them  home ;  the  hen  sat 
close,  undisturbed,  in  a  dry  and  warm 
house.  To  sum  it  up,  I  had  ime  chick, 
a  diminutive,  and  one  third-bred  bird. 
There  can  be  no  excuse  for  allowing  dif- 
ferent breeds  to  run  together;  netting  is 


cheap  enough,  so  is  wire-work ;  for  an 
outlay  of  a  few  shillings  it  can  be  avoided. 
—Yours,  &c.,  W.  H.  C. 

Greenwich. 


BRAHMA  POOTRAS. 

"  Sirs,"  cries  the  umpire,  "cease  your  pother. 
The  creature's  neither  one  nor  r other." 

Mjft.  Editor, — ^When  I  heard  of  your 
advent^  I  thought  there  would  be  amuse- 
ment for  lookers  on,  and  I  rejoiced   in 
anticipation  of  the  pen-and-ink  conflicts 
that  would  ts^e  place.    I  was  disappointed 
till  this  week.     Hardly  a  dissentient  from 
anything  written  during  the  month,  but 
now  "Rus"  and  "Non-Exhibitor"  have 
a  little  wordy  war.    I  am  unaccustomed 
to  writing,  but  I  feel  a  strong  desire  to 
interfere  after  the  manner  of  some  of  the 
supernatural    mischief-makers   in  poems 
and  romances,  lest  each  should  retire,  and 
the  controversy  die  of  inanition.    Now,  I 
think  both  are  wrong.    "  Non-Exhibitor  *' 
describes  the  birds  he  has,  and  condemns 
others  that  are  unlike  them.    "  Rus  "  says 
it  is  a  good  description,  and  then  finds 
fault  with  it.    I  like  a  little  mischief,  and 
shall  therefore  go  on.    We  know,  or  we 
believe,  they  are  from  India,  and  come 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  after 
which  they  are  named.    What  hindered 
ourTrans-atlantic  brethren  from  importing 
them,  they  are  tolerably  go-ahead  ;  and  if 
they  imported  them,  why  are  those  they 
have  sent  to  this  country,  of  necessity, 
**  spurious  ?" 

Did  not  the  first  we  ever  had  come  from 
America  ?  And  may  not  the  first  posses- 
sors of  them  be  allowed  to  know  something 
about  them?  Now,  I  will  give  my 
"  notion  "  of  a  Brahma  Pootra  fowl,  a  real 
"  high-caste  "  Indian. 

Intelligent  face;  stately  carriage  ;  pro- 
tuberant breast;  orange  legs,  well  feathered ; 
pea-comb,  spreading  tail.  The  hen  with 
pencilled  hackle,  bodv  delicately  marked 
all  over  the  back,  like  that  of  the  male 
silver  pheasant.    The  cock,  less  regularly 
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marked,  dark  thighs,  light  hackle,  clouded 
breast,  pea-comb.  Dark  under-feathers 
in  both.     I  do  not  say, 

**  This  is  the  Brahma  Pootra  fowl. 
And  all  the  rest  are  spurious;" 
bat  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  my  opinion. 
Thank  goodness,  we  all  agree  they  are  not 
j  Cochins.  I  know  not  wnat  to  say,  Mr. 
Editor,  about  judges ;  they  are  awful  men. 
,  But  a  railway  was  once  talked  about, 
I  when  the  other  "mania"  existed,  from  a 
place  no  one  knew,  to  another  that  never 
was  heard  of.  Now,  just  imagine  a  snug 
little  show  in  a  provincial  town,  from  one 
to  two  hundred  pens.  There  must  be  a 
class  for  "  any  other  variety."  Somebody 
has  heard  that  somebody  has  said  that 
Jack  Robinson  has  some  fowls  exactly 
like  the  Brahma  Pootra  fowls  belonging 
to  H.  R.  H.  Prince  Albert.  Jack  Robin- 
son puts  them  in  said  class.  Now,  it  is 
possiole  the  judge  or  judges  holds  or  hold 
these  fowls  in  sovereign  contempt,  believes 
or  believe  they  are  not  a  distinct  breed ; 
but,  seeing  them  entered  .  as  Brahma 
Pootras,  and  being  really  good-looking, 
healthy,  and  attractive  fowLsi,  they  give 
to  these  birds  a  prize  for  their  merits 
among  Ghooroocks,  Black  Sea,  Silky,  and 
others  that  form  that  various  class.  It  is 
barely  possible  the  judge  never  saw  a 
Brahma  Pootra  in  his  life.  But  Jack 
Robinson  takes  it  as  a  hondiide  prize,  and 
shows  them  to  "  Non-Exnibitor,"  who 
laments  the  want  of  experience  in  those 
called  upon  to  adjudicate. 

Now,  all  this  may  occur  with  perfect 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  all  engaged  in  it. 
Jack  Robinson  has  been  told  his  fowls  are 
the  real  Brahma  Pootras.  Exhibited  in 
the  various  class,  labelled  "Brahmas," 
and  having  no  opponents,  the  judge  may 
award  them  one  of  the  prizes,  were  it 
only  as  a  new  and  distinct  variety,  with- 
out pledging  himself  for  their  purity  or 
exceileace,  and  yet,  like  the  railway  in 
question,  it  is  paradoxical  throughout. 
There  were  no  Brahmas  exhibited,  and 
there  was  no  prize  awarded  to  them  as 
Bach.  Rus-Tious. 


BOUOUT  EOGS. 

Me.  Editor^  —  I  think  your  corre- 
spondent '^  Zenas  "  sees  that  he  was  pre- 
mature in  writing  on  the  subject  of  bought 
eggs ;  his  condemnation  was  Certainly 
sweeping,  and  on  further  reflection,  I 
think  he  will  withdraw  that  ugly  word 
"rascal." 

'  Although  I  sell  eggs,  I  do  not  consider 
I  am  deserving  such  a  name. 

I  must  confess  there  are  a  few  indi- 
viduals advertising  eggs  who  represent 
them  quite  different  to  what  they  really 
are ;  this  I  take  from  my  own  knowledge, 
having  taken  much  trouble  to  answer 
advertisements  and  call  to  see  the  stock.  In 
some  few  instances,  I  have  been  shown 
birds  in  back-yards,  and  thej'  have  been  no 
more  like  what  they  are  called  than  a  cow 
is  like  a  donkey. 

I  will  relate  a  little  circumstance  that 
occurred  about  six  weeks  ago. 

I  sold  a  gentleman  nine  Brahma  eggs  ; 
a  month  afterwards  I  met  him,  and  as 
he  approached  me,  he  shrugged  up  his 
shoulders,  shook  his  head,  and  said  your 
^Igs  turned  out  bad,  but  said  some  eggs 
that  I  had  from  *  *  *  *  turned  out  well. 

I  told  him  I  felt  sorry  that  my  eggs  were 
unsatisfactory,  but  there  was  no  avoiding 
such  things. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  inst.  I  was 
at  Mr.  Stevens's  rooms,  and  by  arrange- 
ment my  letters  were  brought  to  me  ;  just 
as  I  was  reading  them,  who  should  drop 
in  but  my  friend  to  whom  I  sold  the  nine 
eggs.  The  letters  that  I  received  as  to 
the  result  of  my  eggs  were  on  this  occasion 
most  flattering.  One  gentleman  to  whom 
I  sold  a  sitting  gave  me  a  very  satisfactory 
account  of  them,  at  the  same  time  told 
me  that  six  he  purchased  from  *  *  * 
were  two  broken  and  the  rest  turned  out 
bad.  These  eggs  that  turned  out  bad  were 
purchased  from  the  person  whose  eggs  in 
the  otiher  instance  turned  out  preferable  to 
mine. 

I  showed  the  letters  to  the  gentleman 
that  bought  my  nine  eggs,  and  thus  matters 
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were  made  pleasant.  I  do  think  this  little 
incident  must  prove  that  there  is  not  such 
rascality  practised  as  *^  Zenas  "  imagines. 
I  send  you,  **  in  confidence/'  the  names  of 
all  parties,  so  that  you  may  see  this  tale  is 
not  a  fabrication.  As  to  my  own  name, 
"  you  well  know  who  I  am."  I  do  not 
think  it  right  to  put  it,  because  I  consider 
it  would  be  tantamount  to  an  advertise- 
ment of  my  eggs. — I  am  yours  truly, 

P.  G. 
[Our  correspondent  must  observe  that 
« Zenas"  does  not  apply  the  terms '^ ras- 
cality" to  advertisers  of  eggs  generally, 
but  only  to  persons  who  sell  such  as  either 
will  not  hatch  or  which  produce  the  wrong 
kind  of  chickens.  In  the  instances  which 
"  P.  G."  gives  of  the  uncertainty  of  hatch- 
ing, the  nine  eggs  which  produced  a  good 
brood,  and  the  unfortunate  six  from  which 
came  the  singular  and  unaccountable  result 
of  not  a  single  chicken,  were  from  our  own 
poultry  yard. — ^Ed.] 


THE  DO&KINO  8  LBTTBR. 

Sir, — I  am  deliriited  to  hear  from  every 
friend  I  meet  that  Dorkings  are  daily  rising 
in  public  estimation ;  but,  alas  !  whilst  all 
my  tribe  rejoice  to  find  their  names  nearly 
at  the  head  of  every  prize-list,  I  am  borne 
down  with  misery  and  shame,  and  see  no 
chance  of  relief  unless  you  will  help  me. 

When  your  paper  was  established,  I 
hoped  soon  to  see  an  end  of  my  grief,  but 
my  sorrow  rather  daily  increased.  Only 
a  few  days  ago,  I  happened  to  hear  my 
master  read  from  some  paper  his  adver- 
tisement, offering  my  eggs  for  sale,  and 
saying  when  and  where  1  had  a  prize. 

It  is  quite  true  I  once  had  a  nrst  prize, 
having  earned  it  with  my  husband  and 
sister  at  an  important  exhibition,  and 
proud  enough  I  was ;  but  I  no  longer 
think  my  success  a  cause  for  rejoicing,  for 
my  present  master  claimed  me  directly 
at  the  low  figure  my  first  master  put  upon 
me  (not  knowing  my  value),  and  my 
husband  and  sister  were  immediately  sold 


away  from  me  at  a  good  profit.  Ever 
since,  I  have  been  compelled  to  lead  a 
most  abandoned  and  disgusting  life.  In 
fact,  I  am  tired  of  existence,  for  I  am 
kept  in  a  small  yard,  with  about  two 
dozen  other  unfortunates  like  myself,  and 
we  are  compelled  to  associate  with  several 
disagreeable  fellows,  all  of  them  probablv 
well  enough  in  their  way,  but  not  sucn 
society  as  I  have  been  used  to. 

One  great  coarse  Cochin  (who  had  a 
prize  the  same  day  I  changed  masters) 
IS  particularly  annoying  to  me,  and  I  only 
wish  my  own  working  husband  were  here, 
for  he  would  soon  teach  Mr.  Cochin  man- 
ners, whilst  the  little  Dorking  who  lives 
in  our  yard  has  no  pluck  in  him,  and 
runs  away  if  only  Mr.  Cochin  looks  at 
him. 

In  fact,  I  am  quite  ashamed  of  my  eggs, 
and  la}*^  as  few  as  I  can ;  so  let  me  entreat 
you  not  to  buy  any ;  for  how  could  I  bear 
to  see  my  children  amongst  your  Dorkings, 
wearing  feathers  on  their  legs  like  gaiters, 
and  putting  all  their  feet  inside  instead  of 
outside  their  bodies? 

But  above  all,  that  hoarse,  coarse  at- 
tempt at  crowing,  with  which  Mr.  Cochin 
annoys  me  so  much,  would,  in  my  own 
children,  quite  break  my  heart.  So,  if  I 
must  lay  eggs,  pray  don  t  hatch  them,  and 
oblige 

A  Disconsolate  Dorkinq  Heit. 


Rice  as  an  Article  of  Food. — Rice 
is  remarkable  chiefly  for  the  comparatively 
small  proportion  of  gluten  it  contains. 
This  does  not  exceed  seven  or  eight  per 
cent — ^less  than  half  the  quantity  contained 
in  oatmeal.  In  rice  countries  it  has  often 
been  noticed  that  the  native^  devour  what 
to  us  appear  enormous  quantities  of  the 
grain,  and  this  circumstance  is  ascribed  to 
the  small  proportion  it  contains  of  the 
highly  nutritive  and  necessary  gluten. 
Rice  contains  also  little  fat,  and  hence  it 
is  less  laxative  than  the  other  cereal  ^tns, 
or  rather,it  possesses  something  of  a  binding 
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aaidity.  It  has  recently  been  observed 
mat,  when  substituted  for  potatoes  in  some 
of  our  workhouses,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  potato,  this  gram  has,  after 
a  few  months,  produced  scurvy.  This 
may  have  been  owing  as  much  to  the 
effects  of  sudden  change  of  diet,  as  to  an 
inherent  evil  property  in  the  grain  itself. 
Still  it  suggests,  as  many  other  facts  do, 
Ihe  utility  and  wholesomeness  of  a  mixed 
food. — 2%e  Chemistry  of  Common  Life, 


Poultry  Market,  Leadenhall. 

To  give  the  weekly  quotation  of  the  price  of 
poult^  in  Leadenhau  Market  is  merely  to  record 
the  continuance  of  an  unparalleled  scarcity,  and 
consequent  deamess.  Were  the  demand  as  great 
as  it  usually  is  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  is 
qaestionable  if  there  would  be  enough  good 
poultry  to  supply  it. 

Fowls 6s.  Od.  to  7s.  6d.  each. 

Chickens   ••  ..  4s.  6d.  to  5s.  Od.    „ 

Goslings    ..  ..  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  Od.    „ 

Ducklmgs..  ..  5s.  Od. 

Pigeons      . .  . .  Os.  9d.  to  Os.  lOd.  „ 

GoineaFowls  ..  4s.  Od.  to  48. 6d.    „ 

Rabbits      ..  ..  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  9d.    ,, 

Leverets    . .  .  •  3s.  6d.  to  5s.  6d.    „ 

Plovers'  eggs,  in  bulk,  2s.  6d.  per  doz. 


®0  tomjMtnts. 

To  Jacques* — We  heartily  thank  our  cor- 
respondent  for  his  good  opinion  and  kind  wishes, 
aod  hope  with  him  that  the  reign  of  the  "  Poultry 
Chronicle"  may  be  long  and  glorious:  no  effort 
on  our  part  shall  be  wanting  to  make  it  so.  We 
are  maidng  it  our  constant  endeavour  to  have 
oar  country  subscribers  well  supplied.  All 
country  .booksellers  can  be  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Roatlege  and  Co.,  Farringdon-street,  or  by  the 
publisher,  1,  York-street,  Covent  Garden. 

To  I6id, — ^We  believe  what  we  in  the  South 
call  groats,  or  grits,  to^be  well-dried  oats  cleared 
of  the  busk :  we  fancy  the  Lancashire  name  is 
"shelling."  Middlings  and  pollard  are  the  first 
and  secotkd,  or  first  and  third,  refuse  of  wheat 
after  the  flour— fine  and  second  quality.  In 
London  there  is  a  quality  of  meal  between  mid- 
dlingsand  pollard,  called  toppings,  afterwards  there 
is  only  the  bran.    If  possible,  remove  your  hen 


from  her  valuable  chicks,  for  the  kind  of 
catarrh  denoted  by  wet  nostrils  is  considered,  by 
our  best  judges,  to  be  very  catching. 

To  J,  C,  qf  Dorking.  —It  is  our  decided  in- 
tentions to  give  the  lists  of  prizes,  as  soon  after 
the  shows  as  possible,  and  we  mean  to  give  them 
entire,  for  we  know  by  experience,  those  who  get 
only  a  commendation  do  not  like  to  have  the 
circumstance  entirely  passed  over.  In  this  we 
earnestly  solicit  the  co-operation  of  Secretaries 
and  Committees  of  shows  (where  we  cannot  be 
present),  to  forward  us  the  prize  list  as  early  as 
possible.  We  perfectly  agree  with  our  corre- 
spondent, that  the  trouble  to  the  Honorary 
Secretaries  would  be  compensated  by  the  addi- 
tional value  which  their  prizes  would  thus  obtain. 
We  shall  be  much  pleased  with  the  paper  on  the 
"  White  Dorking." 

To  Featherlover.—We  hope  to  publish  the 
prize  list  after  every  show.  At  the  Aylesbury 
Local  Show,  only  one  prize  was  given,  as  men- 
tioned in  No.  8,  page  168 :  no  prize  list  was 
published. 

To  R.  B.  R.—We  are  much  obliged  to  R.  B.  R. 
for  his  letter  on  the  honesty  of  some  nersons  who 
sell  eggs,  in  which  we  have  reason  fully  to  concur 
with  him. 

To  A.  C— Eggs  will  keep  very  well  in  lime- 
water  with  salt  in  it,  in  lime-water,  or  in  simple 
brine;  but  we  think  it  the  best  plan  to  have 
Cochin  China  pullets,  when  there  wi^  be  plenty 
of  really  new-laid  eggs  for  winter  use. 

J.  r.— Bolton  Bays  and  Golden  Pencilled 
Hambro's  are  the  same  fowl.  They  all  have 
ample  rosecombs,  and  the  point  should  turn  up 
behind.  Blue  legs,  full  tail,  graceful  and  cheer- 
ful carriage.  The  foundation  colour  of  the  hen 
is  a  rich  gold.  The  hackle  should  be  free  from 
any  marking,  the  whole  of  the  body  accurately 
pencilled  with  black.  The  cock  is  of  the  same 
colour,  but,  if  anything,  of  a  richer  and  deeper 
tint;  he  should  have  large  wattles,  and  a  clear 
white  deaf-ear.  The  tail  should  be  black,  but 
every  feather  should  be  shaded  with  a  rich  bronze 
at  the  edges. 

A.  C— The  best  Golden  Bearded  Polands,  in- 
dependent of  Mr.  Vivian's,  are  Mr.  Rawson's, 
of  the  Hurst;  Mr.  Symonds',  of  Weymouth; 
Mr.  Cyrus  Clarke's,  of  Glastonbury.  On  looking 
at  the  prize  lists,  there  are  doubtless  many  others 
that  do  not  strike  us  at  present. 

An  Amateur  wishes  to  know  "  how  long  eggs 
will  remain  prolific,  packed  in  bran."  The  fresher 
eggs  can  be  set  the  better ;  we  decidedly  prefer 
them  not  more  than  two  or  three  days  old,  but 
have  hatched  weakly  chickens  from  some  which 
had  been  kept  over  a  month.  ^ 

Q.  V. — ^There  is  no  indication  in  the  dissection 
of  the  Shanghae  cock  that  would  point  to  the 
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cause  of  death;  on  the  contrary,  eTerytfaing 
would  bespeak  health.  Sadden  death  is  a  malady 
of  Shanghae  fowls,  or  at  least  they  are  more  sub* 
ject  to  it  than  any  other  breed. 

C  P. — There  is  no  mistake  in  the  Royal  Agri- 
cnltural  Society's  Prize  List ;  there  is  no  class 
for  adult  Cochins,  save  for  the  best  cock  of  any 
age. 


^)iMiimtrd8. 


EGGS  from  CAPT.  HORNBY's  celebrated 
Spanish  and  Dorking  Prize  Fowls  may  be 
had  on  application  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Dayies,  Spring 
Grove,  Hounslow,  to  whom  Capt  Hornby  has 
toinsferred  his  whole  stock. 

Spanish  . .  £i,  is.  per  dozen. 

Dorking     ..         ..   JS3.  3b.        „ 
Remittances  to  be  made  by  post-office  order, 
and  to  include  2s.  for  packing. 

SILVER-SPANGLED,  GOLDEN- PENCIL- 
LED, &  GOLDEN-SPANGLED  HAM- 
BURG EGGS.— From 

/Hens.— Pen  1422,  Birmingham,  First 
Silver-     )         Prize,  1853. 
spangled  )  Cock.— Pen  1496,  Birmingham, H.C., 
I        1853. 

/Hens.— Pen  1235,  Birmingham,  Se- 
Golden-  J         cond  Prize,  1853. 
pencilled  )  Cock. — Pen  4,  Class  28,  London  Snm- 

V        mer  Show,  First  Prize,  1853. 
Golden-  (  Pen  1327,  Birmingham,  Third  Prize, 
spangled  \         1853. 

Six  Shillings  per  dozen,  package  included. — 
Apply  to  the  gardener,  Charles  Beagles, 
Bristlington,  near  Bristol. 

FIRST-CLASS   GREY  AND  COLOURED 
DORKING  EGGS  FOR  SALE. 


MR.  FOWLER  has  a  few  Sittings  of  Eggs  to 
dispose  of  from  his  "  Highly  commended" 
Birds,  shown  at  the  Vale  of  Aylesbury  Show. 
Price  per  dozen,  package  included,  lOs. ;  Spanish, 
6s.  per  dozen;  Aylesbury  Ducks,  6s.— Post> 
office  order  to  John  K.  Fowler,  Prebendal 
Farm,  Aylesbury. 

COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.PtJNCHARD, 
of  Blunt's  Hall,  near  Haverhill,  Suffolk, 
disposes  of  Ens  from  his  Buff,  and  also  from  hii 
original  Partndge-coloured,  Birds,  price  Is.  each, 
and  Is.  for  package. — ^Applications  for  either, 
variety  will  be  supplied  in  the  order  received. 


BLACK -BREASTED  GAME  FOWLS' 
EGGS  for  SALE,  from  Birds  that  took  first 
Prizes  at  Bristol  and  Honiton ;  and  Grey  Game 
from  Birds  that  have  taken  Prizes  at  Derby, 
Bristol,  and  Torquay,  at  £1.  Is.  per  dozen ;  also 
Dorking  Eggs,  from  Birds  that  have  taken  Prizes 
at  London  Summer  Meeting,  Summer  Zoological 
Show,  Malvern,  Derby,  Bristol,  Taunton,  Honi- 
ton, and  Torquay,  at  £2.  2s.  per  dozen. — ^Apply 
to  J.  R.  RoDBURD,  Aldwick-oourt,  Wrington, 
near  Bristol. 

EGGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Dude  I%gs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.    Boz^  3s. ; 


by  post,  3s.  4d. 
Baily's" 


S 


ally's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d. ;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
ISs.  6d^    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

*' Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 

ILVERPENCILLED  HAMBURG 
FOWLS.— EGGS  from  the  above  birds, 
which  have  taken  several  First  and  Second  Prizes 
during  the  last  season,  can  be  obtained  for  10s. 
a  dozen,  package  included,  on  application  to 
Mr.  F.  H.  Abbrdbin,  Honiton,  Devon.  A  good 
Silver-pencilled  Hamburg  Cock  for  Sale. 

TAMES  DIXON,  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  will 
V  SELL  EGGS  during  the  season  from  his 
Grolden  and  Silver  Spangleidand  Silver  Pencilled 
Hamburg  Fowls ;  also  Spanish,  from  goodWhite- 
faced  Birds,  10s,  the  sitting.— Aylesbury,  Rouen, 
and  East  India  DUCKS'  6d.  each.  Btost  of  the 
above  have  taken  several  prizes. 

SPANISH  and  DORKING  FOWLS.— Capt. 
Hornby  having  transferred  his  whole  Stock 
of  celebrated  Poultry  to  Mr.  H.D.  Davibs,  of 
Spring  Grove,  Hounslow,  a  portion  (for  want  of 
space)  is  for  immediate  Sale. 

SPANISH  FOWLS'  EGGS  FOR  SALE.— 
From  pure  White-faced  Birds  (ovw  the  Eye). 
May  be  seen  at  76,  New  Cut,  Lambeth,  near  the 
Victoria  Theatro. 


E 


Q6S.— Pint  Prize  London  Coloured  DORK- 
ING  EGGS  for  Sale.— Apply  to  J.  His* 
oooK,  Mildenhall,  who  baa  charge  of  the  Fowls. 
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FANCY  POULTRY.— PERIODICAL  SALE. 


MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  will  SELL  by  AUC- 
TION  at  his  Great  Room,  38,  Kinx-street, 
CoTent-^arden,  on  TUESDAY,  16th  May,  at 
12  o'clock  precisely,  a  Sdeotion  of  BRAHMAS, 
COCHINS,  &c.  from  the  Yard  of  John  Fairlie, 
Esq.  of  Cheveley,  inclnding  some  of  his  best 
brood  stock;  firahmas  from  Mr.  Cannan,  of 
Great  Marlow ;  choice  Birds  from  C.  Rawson, 
Esq.;  Mr.  G.  Greggs,  of  Odeham;  others, 
many  of  which  are  first-class  specimens. — 
Catalogues  by  enclosing  a  stamped  directed 
envelope  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Stevens,  38,  King-street, 
Covent-garden,  London. 


TO  POULTRY  FANCIERS. 


E' 


GGS.— BUFF,  COCHIN,  and  SILVER- 
PENCILLED  HAMBURGS.-A  few  sit- 
tings  from  these  Birds  may  now  be  had: 
Cochins,  13s.  per  dozen;  Hamburgs,  7s.  per 
dozen,  including  packing.— The  Cochins  are  out 
of  the  birds  that  obtained  the  first  prize  at  the 
Newcastle  Show,  1853,  Class  1.  The  Hamburgs 
took  the  first  prize  at  Newcastle,  April  20, 1854, 
Class  21,  Number  132.— Eggs  sent  on  receipt  of 
Post-office  order  addressed  to  Septimus  Youno, 
Esq.,  North  Shields. 


i  pHEVELEY  PARK,  NEWMARKET— John 

V    Fairlib,  Esq.,  can  supply  EGGS  for  the 

,  remainder  of  the  season  at  21s.  per  dozen  from 

.the  following   prize   birds: — Buff,    Partridge, 

White  and  BUick  Cochins,    Brahma  Pootras, 

Dorkings,  and  Scotch  Dumpies. 

PRIZE  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  White  SUk 
Cochins,  which  have  taken  four  first-class 
Prizes,  including  one  at  the  Great  Metropolitan 
Show,  12s.  the  dozen.  A  few  first-class  Buff 
Cochins,  7s.  fid.  to  128.  each,  chickens  of  birds 
which  took  three  Prizes ;  Eggs  from  ditto,  6s. 
per  dozen.  White-fiiced  Spanish  (chickens  of 
prize  birds),  7s.  6d.  to  lOs.  6d.  each ;  Eggs  from 
!  ditto,  6s.  per  dozen.  Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  from 
birds  which  took  a  First  Prize,  £2. 28.  per  dozen. 
One  pair  of  Brahmas  (First  Prize  Birds)  for  Sale, 
price  £15. 15fi.— Apply  to  Mr.  James  Ba&bbb, 
Great  Yarmouth. 

BRAHMA  POOTRA  EGGS,  from  the  choicest 
birds  of  an  Amateur,  Brahmas  of  whose 
breeding  hav«  competed  sucoesafiilly  at  the  first 
shows  in  the  kingdom,  viz.,  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural, Great  Metropolitan,  Birmingham,  Great 
Yarmouth,  Doncaster,  Norwich,  Winchester, 
sod  Manchester,  price  £3.  3b.  per  dozen.  War- 
ranted from  the  best  prize  and  selected  birds  only. 
Apply  to  W.C.G.,  Po8t-office,Sandbach,  Cheshire. 


MR.  FLETCHER'S  CHOICE  BRAHMA 

POOTRA  FOWLS, 

POULTRY-HOUSES,  FENCING, 

And  erery  Requisite  for  keeping  a  large  number 

of  Poultry. 

MR.  BRAY  will  SELL  by  AUCTION  on  the 
Premises  (observe  the  address),  in  the 
Mews  at  the  back  of  No.  22,  Upper  Phillimore- 
place,  Kensington,  on  FRIDAY,  May  12th,  at 
one  o'clock  precisdy  (by  order  of  Mr.  Fletcher, 
who  is  going  into  the  country  for  the  summer 
months,  and  giving  up  keeping  poultry),  his 
entire  COLLECTION  of  POULTRY,  includ- 
ing about  15  Brahma  Stock  Birds,  picked, 
regardless  of  cost,  from  the  best  yards;  nearly 
100  Brahma  Chickens,  from  one  to  ten  weeks 
old ;  a  few  Cochin  China  Fowls'  Houses,  Fenc- 
ing Pens,  Coops,  nest  and  sitting  Boxes,  large 
Com  Bin,  Barley-meal  Mill,  &c.  &.c. — May  be 
viewed  the  Morning  of  Sale.  Catalogues  had  on 
the  Premises,  and  of  Mr.  Brat,  259,  High 
Holbom. 

MR.  FISHER  HOBBS  has  EGGS  for  SALE 
from  his  Prize  Dorking  Fowls,  at  5s.  each, 
package  included.  Also  a  few  Golden-pencilled 
Hamburg  Eggs,  from  his  bird*  that  took  First 
and  Second  Prizes,  at  Is.  fid.  each.  A  few  Dor- 
king Cocks,  fellows  to  the  prize  birds,  for  Sale. — 
Apply  at  Boxted-lodge,  Colchester. 

PTARMIGANS  FOR  SALE.— The  best  Cup. 
combed  Cock  and  Two  Hens.  Also,  several 
fine  pairs  of  these  beautifril  and  original  Birds. 
Sittings  of  Eggs  from  Ptarmimn,  Turkish,  and 
Pure  White-faced  Spanish  Fowls. — Apply  to 
Mr.  Charles  Coles,  West-street,  Fareham, 
Hants. 

GUINEA  FOWLS'  EGGS,  10s.  the  hatch  of 
twenty-one,  from  the  same  stock  that  took 
the  first  prize  at  Norwich,  and  second  at  Bir- 
mingham. Dark  Grey  Dorkings,  10s.  the  hatch, 
from  prize  birds. — ^W.  Copplb,  Bccleston,  Pres- 
cott,  Lancashire. 

SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY- HOUSE,  JE4, 
consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.  The  above  are 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  by 
any  ordinary  labourer.  Wire  work  from  6  to  15 
inches  wide,  6|d.  per  square  yurd,  to  endoae 
poultry,  &c. — R.  Richardson,  21,  Tonbridge- 
nlace,  New-road,  near  King's-cross.  N.B. 
Maker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants ;  drawings  of  21  Emi- 
grants'houses,  and  ^  Summer-houses,  sent  free. 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO.'S 
PATENT  WIRE  FENCING, 
strong  enough  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry*  &c.    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2|id.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  William  Drat  and  Co., 
Agricultural  Implement  Manufacturers, 
Swan-lane,  Upper  Thames-street, 
London. 


CLEAR  BUFF  COCHIN  FOWLS'  EGGS, 
from  sets  of  birds  bred  by  Mr.  Fairlie  and 
Mr.  Andrews  are  now  offered  at  reduced  prices 
in  consequence  of  the  advertiser  having  concluded 
sitting  his  hens  this  season.  The  Eggs  are  very 
productive,  and  the  chicks  come  like  canaries, 
and  heavily  feathered. — Appljr  to  Mr.  C.  Pock- 
LIN6T0N,  Boston,  Lincolnshire. 

FOR  POULTRY.HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Haves  half  the  timber  requured  for  slates.  Cui 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SouAfiE  Foot.  Crozgon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 
Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 

EUoation  to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
Ul,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices : — 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  vards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  vride,  for  208.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  vriiii  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  apy  quantity  at  Geokoe  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


FRUIT  -  TREES,  POULTRY.  RABBIT, 
SHEEP,  and  CAT  FENCING.— Worsted 
NETTING  to  protect  the  bloom  of  peach,  nec- 
tarine, and  other  trees,  flower,  or  seed  beds. 
£rom  frost,  blight,  and  birds,  two  yards  wide,  5d. 
per  yard.  New  twine  netting  (tanned  if  required), 
one  yard  wide,  lihl*  per  yard ;  two  yards  wide, 
3d.  per  yard ;  four  yards  wide,  6d. ;  half-inch 
mesh  ditto,  two  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard. 
Tanned  netting,  two  or  three  yards  wide,  1^. 
per  yard ;  four  or  six  yards  wide,  3d.  per  yard. 
Elastic  hexagon  garden  net,  or  scrim  canvas, 
4|d.  per  square  yud.  Cocoa-nut  fibre,  or  hemp 
sheep-folding  net,  of  superior  ouality,  four  feet 
hijgh,  4d.  to  6d.  per  yard.  Rabbit  net,  four  feet 
wide,  l^d. ;  six  feet  wide,  2^. ;  eight  feet,  3d. 
per  yard.  Each  edge  corded,  ^d.  per  yard  extra, 
suitable  for  poultrv  fencing.  Square  mesh  cri- 
keting  net,  fix  its  rail  width  and  length,  made  of 
stout  cord,  3d.  to  4d.  per  square  yard ;  this  is 
the  best  article  made  for  fencing  against  fowls, 
cats,  &c.— At  W.  Cullingford's,  No.  1,  Ed- 
mund-terrace, Ball's  Pond-road,  Islington.  Or- 
ders  by  post,  with  post-office  order  or  town 
reference,  punct,ually  attended  to.  Fisbing-hets 
of  all  kinds  in  stodc. 

Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  38. 3d.; 
payable  in  advance  bypost-office  order  to  Gborgb 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-street,  Covent- garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed. —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholetale  Agents,  G.  Routledge  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 


Loxooir :  Printed  by  Charles  Wthak,  at  the  Printing  Office 
of  COX  (Brothen)  &  WTMAN,  74  &  7S,  Great  Queen  street, 
Lineoln^lnn>flelds,  and  published  bj  George  Clemebts, 
1,  York-atreet,  Oovent  Garden.— Wednesday,  M«y  8. 1854. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Hexham  Poultry  Show,  in  the  Abbey  Grounds. 
Second  Annual  Exhibition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
the  12th  and  13th  of  May.  Secretary,  W.  Turner, 
Esq.,  Hencotes,  Hexham.  Entries  closed  May  6. 

Devon  and  Exeter  Botadical  and  Horticultural 
Society,  at  Exeter,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Society's  Spring  Horticultural  Exhibition,  May 
I8th  and  19th.  Hon.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Gray, 
Esq.,  22,  Cathedral-yard,  Exeter.  Entries  are 
closed. 

Bath  and  West  of  Ensland  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.  Director,  Jona- 
than Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Finchley-road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec.,  H.  Spack- 
mau,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.  Entries 
close  this  day.  May  10th. 

Cheltenham  Third  Annual  Summer  Exhibi- 
tion, at  the  Pittrille  Spa,  June  14th  and  15th. 
Secretaries,  the  Messrs.  Jessop,  Brothers,  The 
A?iaries,  Cheltenham.    Entries  dose  June  3rd. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Society,  June 
27th  and  28th.  Secretaries,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  Public 
Library,  Plymouth,  and  C.  Hancock,  Esq., 
Einma-plaoe«  Stonehouse.  Entries  close  June 
12th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  m  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  close 
Jane  1st. 


Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Thi rd 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5tb,  1854.  Honorary 
Seoretaries,  Messrs.  T.Wootton  and  J.  D.  Muddi- 
man.  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  Association,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition, Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  I2th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  dose  November  11th. 
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J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brans wick>street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Not.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties :  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  close 
January  1st. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mittees  of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  tu  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedules.  ThesCy  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  "  Monk  Bams,  Hampsiead.** 


Wb  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
a  small  but  most  important  mistake  in  ''E.C.'s" 
second  number  of  Cottagers'  Prizes,  in  our 
last  number,  where,  p.  235,  in  line  31  of  the  first 
column,  the  accidental  introduction  of  "not," 
which  was  not  in  the  manuscript,  entirely  alters 
the  sense. — Ed. 


The  words  of  a  curious  oW  song,  with 
one  Jack  Robinson  for  its  hero,  which 
may  or  may  not  have  been  published 
(for  we  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the 
invention  of  its  merry  ehanter,  now  wan- 
dering in  the  wilds  of  Australia),  were  last 
week  forcibly  brought  to  our  recollection. 
The  gentleman  returns  to  claim  the  pro- 
mise of  his  affianced  ;  and  she,  having 
proved  less  constant  than  himself,  justifies 
her  precipitancy  with,— 

Somebody  came  one  day,  and  said. 
That  somebody  else  bad  somewhere  read. 
In  some  newspaper,  that  you  wm  dead ; 

and  the  gentleman  proclaims^  in  lan- 
guage too  powerful  for  repetition  in  the 
columns  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle,**  that 
he  still  enjoys,  or  endures,  the  excitement 
and  the  occupations  of  unimpaired  vitality. 


We  were,  in  no  small  degree,  astonished  I 
with  the  news,  received  from  a  bookseller 
in  one  of  our  largest  manufacturing  towns, 
that  the  "Poultry  Chronicle"  was  not 
published  that  week,  and  that  it  would  be 
discontinued  as  a  weekly  publication, . 

Now,  we  beg  to  assure  our  readers  that 
the  "  Poultry  Chronicle  *'  still  lives  in  full 
activity,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  as  great 
prosperity  as  its  kindest  friends  could  hope 
for  at  so  early  a  period  of  its  existence. 
It  moreover  lives  in  a  well-grounded  hope 
of  an  extended  sphere  of  usefulness,  as  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  the  poultry  shows, 
now  only  just  commencing,  may  render 
early  and  ample  news  valuable  and  inte- 
resting to  all  who  take  a  delight  in  the 
subject. 

The  number  of  gratifying  letters  which 
we  receive    (too    numerous    to  reply  to 
singly) ;  the  iBcrease  of  correspondents, 
witnessed  by  the  supply  of  our  Letter- 
Box  (in  which  department  we  are  obliged 
to  economise  space  by  the  use  of  a  smaller 
type);  the  multiplication  of  our  answers 
to  correspondents,  and  the  fluttering  0|a- 
nions  of  our  friends; — all  added  to  an 
increasing  circulation,  convince  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle  "  that 
it  is  a  work  which  vxts  required^  and  which 
will  continue  to  receive  the  enoourwjfement 
and  assistance  of  all  the  lovers  of  the  fea- 
thered race. 


BchedBle  of  the  Ii^  of  mg^ht 

Poultry  SKbilritioa. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the  Im- 
provement of  Domestic  Poultry  wiU  hold 
the  annual  show  on  the  16th  and  17th  of 
January,    1855,  when   first   koA 
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prizes  will  be  given  for  most  of  the  usual 
classes  of  fowls.  There  are  only  two 
classes  of  Hamburgs  given  in  the  schedule 
— ^the  golden  and  the  silver.  It  appears, 
by  this  curtailed  arrangement,  that  the 
spangled  and  pencilled  varieties  are,  in 
both  instances,  included  in  one  class ;  but, 
no  doubt,  to  avoid  confusion,  the  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  will  separate  them 
in  their  arrangement  in  the  exhibition. 
In  the  same  manner  all  the  Polands,  ex- 
cept the  white-tufted  black,  are  placed  in 
one  class.  Exhibitors  of  these  different 
kinds  of  fowls  would  be  pleased  with  fur- 
ther information  about  their  classes.  The 
schedule  does  not,  at  present,  mention  the 
amount  of  the  prizes,  but  the  committee 
has  been  anxious  to  get  out  the  schedule 
thus  early  (in  its  present  form)  that  persons 
anxious  to  exhitit  may  prepare  for  the 
show  if  they  please,  by  the  purchase  of 
ejrgs,  &c.  In  a  letter  which  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  from  the  secretary, 
he  says,  **We  had  our  first  show  last 
December,  and,  for  the  locality,  it  was  a 
very  good  one,  being  the  produce,  with  one 
exception,  of  the  island  itself.**  From  the 
rules  and  regulations,  we  give  those  moat 
important  to  persons  desirous  of  exhibit- 
ing, omitting  those  only  which  are  the 
same  at  almost  all  poultry  shows. 

Subscribers  and  Donors  of  58.  will  be  entitled 
to  one  card  of  admission ;  of  10s.  to  two  cards ; 
and  so  on  in  proportion.  Admission  to  non^sub- 
acribere^^on  the  first  day  2s.  €d.  each,  children 
under  twelve  Is. ;  the  seoond  day  Is.,  ehildran  6«d. 
each. 

Exhibitors  to  pay  2s.  6d.  lor  each  pen. 

Exhibitors  must  state  a  price  for  all  specimens 
that  are  for  sale,  as  one  of  the  main  objects  of 
the  Society  is  to  afford  breeders  an  opportunity 
to  improve  their  coUecUent.  Five  per  cent,  will 
be  deducted  from  all  sales,  to  defmy  the  ex- 
penses of  the  exhibition.  The  specimens  mnst 
be  sold  in  pens,  and  not  divided.  All  sales  must 
be  made  through  the  Secretary. 

The  Exhibition  will  not  be  limited  to  any  par- 
ticnlar  district,  and  specimens  may  be  sent  from 
all  psrts  of  the  world. 

To  afford  breeders  an  opsportunity  to  dispose 
of  their  surplus  stock,  space  will  be  affoMrded  to 
them  where  birds  may  be  sold  in  baskets  of 
white  wicker,  containing  not  more  than  three 


birds,  on  payment  of  Is.  for  each  basket  (the 
basket  to  be  provided  by  the  exhibitor),  and  on 
conforming  to  the  general  regulations. 

All  specimens  must  be  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary, with  the  exhibitor's  name  attached,  and  be 
delivered,  carriage  paid,  on  Monday,  Jan.  15th, 
1855,  between  the  hours  of  10  and  3  o'clock. 
H.  D.  CoLK,  Sec, 


Chit-chat. 

A  Cheltenham  Correspondent  writes, 
"You  would  be  much  pleased  with  the 
way  in  which  our  show  is  carried  out. 
The  building  and  grounds  are  both  exten- 
sive and  beautifully  kept,  and  the  birds 
have  always  been  a  first-class  selection; 
we  do  not  covet  a  large  collection.  The 
company  is  generally  fashionable  and  has 
always  been  well  satisfied  with  the 
arranements ;  in  fact,  we  do  all  we  can 
to  malee  it  a  first-class  affair,  and  to  ^ive 
such  a  character  to  these  interesting  kmds 
of  amusement,  that  they  shall  not  be 
talked  of  as  mere  cock-and-hen  shows." 


On  the  Seloction  of  Judges  fbr  Ponltry 
EzUbitions. 

One  of  the  most  decidedly  important 
matters  in  respect  to  an  exhibition  of 
poultry  not  having  as  yet  been  brought 
before  the  attention  of  your  readers,  and 
as  it  seems  a  somewhat  overlooked  feature, 
I  b€^  to  offer  a  few  observations,  a  due 
attention  to  which,  I  am  sure,  will  prove  of 
no  inconsiderable  advantage  to  mana^^ers 
of  every  poultry  show,  and  prevent  a  whole ' 
series  of  vexatious  disappointments  that 
too  frequently  have  cast  their  gloomy  in- 
fluences over  all  the  other  exertions  of  a 
committee  thus  situated,  and  proved  like- 
wise a  most  serious  and  unlooked-for  after- 
annoyance. 

The  subject  to  which  I  allude  is  the 
selection  of  the  judges. 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  most  calculated  of 
any  of  their  appointments  to  make  or  mar 
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the  success  of  the  whole  proceedings,  espe- 
cially as  regards  future  meetings.  It  will 
not  \>e  denied  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
judges  to  fulfil  their  allotted  duties  is  all- 
important  ;  nor  yet  will  it  he  contested 
that  the  prospects  of  an  exhihition  have 
heen  freauently  totally  destroyed  by  some 
manifestly  unjust  award  on  the  part  of 
these  gentlemen.  Till  dearlv-bought  ex- 
perience proves  its  utter  fallacy,  the  pre- 
sumption seems  to  weigh  paramount  with 
most  acting  committees,  that  to  find  gentle- 
men to  fulfil  these  duties  "  will  he  easy 
enough,"  and  as  "they  will  be  the  lak 
thing  wanted,"  the  appointment  may  be, 
therefore,  delayed  until  all  the  other  items 
in  the  management  are  completed.  No- 
thing, however,  could  be  more  strongly 
calculated  to  disappoint  the  hopes  of  a 
committee,  or  prevent  altogether  tne  idea  of 
future  shows  being  entertained,  than  care- 
lessness on  this  point.  To  the  mal-ar- 
rangement  of  past  days  in  this  single  par- 
ticular, many  localities  may  now  truly 
attribute  the  discontinuance  of  their  an- 
nual meeting — ^an  event  that  might  other- 
wbe  have  proved  quite  a  reunion,  and  of 
singular  aavantage  to  the  innkeepers  and 
general  tradesmen  of  the  neighbourhood, 
from  the  influx  of  strangers  and  conse- 
quent increase  of  trade  at  these  fashionable 
meetings.  There  can  be  no  real  necessity 
for  withholding  this  appointment  till  the 
very  eve  of  the  meeting,  for,  as  the  quaint 
adage  tells  us,  '*  what  is  left  till  the  last 
moment,  is  rarely  done  well."  But  the 
principal  objection  urged  by  committees 
to  an  early  arrangement  of  this  matter 
seems  to  be  the  fear  that  the  names  of  the 
judges  may  possibly  transpire,  and  being 
whispered  about,  influence  the  entries  of 
poultry  for  the  exhibition. 

Now,  if  I  were  to  advise,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  these  appointments  should  never 
rest  on  near  inhaoitants,  as  such  parties 
have  not  only  their  local  prejudices,  but 
what  is  superlatively  worse,  they  are  very 
frequently  conversant  with  the  individual 
fowls  themselves,  that  mav  be  entered  for 
competition ;  and  we  all  Know  that  even 


poultry  judges  are  but  men — ^possessing 
mortal  frailties — and  doubtlessly  acknow- 
ledging the  friendship  of  near  and  valued 
acquaintances.  But  sometimes  committees 
have  been  unwisely  influenced  by  one  or 
other  of  the  two  following  misconceptions  : 
— ^they  think,  on  the  one  hand,  "  that  by 
the  selection  of  near  neighbours  they  lessen 
the  expenses  of  travelling,  &c.,  to  the  place 
of  exhibition :  or,  on  the  other,  the  appoint- 
ment has  been  made,  simply,  to  gratify  the 
ambition  of  some  influential  resident  en- 
tirely on  account  of  his  generous  pecuniary 
assistance  to  theit  partially-exhausted 
coflers."  To  the  latter  statement  I  need 
say  but  very  little :  if  the  individual  is 
really  competent  to  the  proper  fulfilment  of 
his  arduous  duties  the  advantages  are  then 
allowed ;  but  how  sadly  too  often  has  it 
occurred,  that  the  awards  thus  made  were 
such  as  it  was  altogether  impossible  to 
justify,  and  would  indeed  have  formed  a 
serious  difficulty  even  to  palliate.  Be- 
wildered and  confused,  the  aspirant  and 
anxious  official  (as  the  time  for  public 
admission  draws  nigh)  feels  compelled  ^'  to 
do  something,"  and,  in  his  hurry  and  inde- 
cision, makes  many  awarfis  that  very 
naturally  lead  to  loud  and  continuous 
complaints.  Such,  indeed,  will  always  be 
the  never-failing  sequence  of  the  inconsi- 
derate selection  of  the  judges.  He  finds 
the  duties  of  this  arduous  office  far  more 
difficult  than  he  at  first  supposed,  and 
requiring  the  necessary  presence  of  both 
judgment  and  self-possession.  He  there- 
fore, perchance,  wisely  declares  *^  he  will 
never  again  incur  its  responsibility."  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  both  the  committee  and 
himself  are  of  indomitable  determination 
to  again  carry  their  point  at  every  hazard, 
the  very,  very  limited  number  of  entries  in 
the  following  year  are  the  best  and  most 
convincing  evidence  of  the  folly  of  the 
arrangement. 

As  to  the  diflerences  in  the  expense  for 
travelling,  and  so  forth,  of  distantly-resi- 
dent and  local  judges,  it  will  not  be  found 
to  be  "  money  lost,  or  thrown  away  ;"  for, 
by  obtaining  the  services  of  parties  from  a 
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;  distance,  the  minds  of  exhibitors,  and  the 
public  generally,  will  alike  be  best  satisfied 
that  equal  justice  and  **  fair-play "  per- 
vade the  whole  system.  Human  nature 
will  ever  suggest  compliance  where  the 
undoubted  efficiency  of  the  judges  em- 

I  ployed  is  publicly  known  and  fully  ac- 

;  KDowledsed.    Nothing  can  be  more  hurt- 

<  ful  to  tne  future  interests  of  a  poultry 
show,  than  a  prevalent  supposition  among 
exhibitors  that  the  judges  have  not  done 
their  duties  properly;  and  I  must,  from 
experience,  add,  when  there  are  not 
reasons  to  give  the  fullest  confidence  to 
the  decisions,  such  outbursts  of  public 
feeling  will  (without  doubt)  always  find 
utterance  from  the  unsuccessful  competi- 

I  tore,  who  invariably  prove  their  aptitude 
(and  very  naturally,  too,)  in  the  speedy 
detection  of  any  *•  mistake,"  however 
trivial,  the  judges  may,  unfortunately, 
have  committed.  It  is  for  tliis  reason  the 
necessary    efficiency  of  these  gentlemen 

,  cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  on.  Indeed, 
it  shoald  be  the  committee's  most  anxious 
consideration  ;  for,  depend  upon  it,  the 
more  careful  they  are  in  this  particular, 
the  more  successful,  beyond  donht,  will  be 
the  general  issue  of  their  present  manage- 
ment and  sneculation. 

I  will  advert  (though  very  briefly)  to 
the  consequences  of  neglecting  this  matter 
till  the  last  moment,  in  an  instance  or  two 
that  have  come  within  my  own  personal 
knowledge.  Towards  the  dose  of  last 
year,  I  know  one  gentleman  (of  extended 
experience  as  a  judee  of  poultry^,  who 

.  had  not  less  than  wree  applications  to 
officiate  at  as  many  different  (and  very 
distantly  situated)  local  shows,  on  the  same 

I  or  consecutive  days  ;— of  course,  this  was 
altogether  impossible.    No  doubt  the  delay 

'  took  place,  and  the  requests  were  made  by 
the  several  committees,  under  the  false 
conviction,  that  **  the  judges  would  be  easily 
attainable  whenever  wanted."  But  let  us 
see  if  such  proved  to  be  a  correct  opinion. 

'  One  most  energetic  committee,  **  determined 
to  get  fit  judges  for  the  occasion,  let  the 
expense  be  what  it  might,"  sent  one  of 


their  body  travelling  almost  all  night  by 
railway,  nearly  200  miles,  to  procure  the 
attendance  of  two  gentlemen,  tne  day  but 
one  before  they  were  expected  to  officiate. 
In  one  application  only,  he  proved  success- 
ful, and  this  party,  after  much  solicitation 
Tfor  he  had  been  led  to  expect  the  atten- 
aance  of  a  colleague),  was  at  length  in- 
duced to  act  alone.  In  another  of  the 
cases  alluded  to,  **  a  couple  of  gentlemen 
were  picked  up  for  a  make-shift,  for  what 
could  be  done  then  ?  we  found  it  impossible 
to  get  anybody  worth  having,  for  love  or 
money  "  (so  says  one  of  the  committee)  ; 
and  the  labours  of  these  parties  were 
eventually  proved  to  be  equally  unsatisfac- 
tory with  those  of  the  novice,  whose  un- 
looked-for difficulties  I  endeavoured  to 
portray  in  the  former  part  of  this  com- 
munication. 

If  men  of  standing  are  selected  (and 
every  committee  will  be  guarded  on  this 
point)  to  fulfil  this  important  trust,  depend 
upon  it  the  appointment  will  never  be 
betrayed,  and  the  managers  of  a  poultry 
show,  when  thus  secure  of  their  attendance, 
will  find  their  anxieties  much  lessened, 
whilst,  likewise,  from  practically-conver- 
sant judges,  they  will,  when  present,  no 
doubt,  elicit  many  little  hints  that  will 
prove  very  conducive  to  future  benefit  to 
both  the  exhibitors  and  themselves. 

I  fear  lest  my  remarks  may  be  consi- 
dered too  lengthy,  but  it  is  only  on  account 
of  their  undoubted  importance  I  have  ven- 
tured to  suggest  them,  now  that  the  advent 
of  poultry  shows  is  so  fast  approaching. 
I  am  quite  confident  that  not  a  few  of  your 
readers,  whose  past  vexations  and  annoy- 
ances are  here  faithfully  described,  and 
at  whose  express  desire  this  article  has 
been  written,  will  feel  great  nleasure  in 
finding  "a  warning  voice'*  thus  raised, 
to  prevent  others  falling  upon  the  like 
troublesome  mishaps,  which  proved  very 
stumbling-stones  in  the  way  of  their  own 
first  beginnings.  The  experience  of  these 
parties  will  fully  support  my  assertion, 
that  too  great  attention  cannot,  by  possi- 
bility, be  devoted  to  the  selection  of  indi- 
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viduals  to  fill  this  truly  onerous  duty, 
whose  competency  for  the  office  no  one  will 
dispute. 

An  Ardent  Well-wisher  of 
Poultry  Shows. 


The  Cottager*8  Home. 

NO.   II. 

The  approbation  our  last  paper  has  met 
with  on  this  subject,  and  the  desire  ex- 
pressed for  more  information,  induces  us 
to  continue.  We  were  glad  to  see  in  the 
report  of  the  Newcastle  Show,  that  (we 
quote  from  the  **  Newcastle  Courant") 
''not  the  least  gratifying  feature  in  the 
exhibition,  was  tne  very  large  display  of 
stock  by  the  cottagers ;  and  it  was  equally 
pleasing  to  find,  on  inquiry,  they  had 
carried  off  a  goodly  proportion  of  prizes. 
This  is  a  cheering  indication  of  the  interest 
taken  in  the  Society's  objects  in  at  least 
one  important  quarter,  and  a  satisfactory 
proof  that  some  of  the  main  purposes 
of  its  establishment  are  being  fully  an- 
swered." 

The  limit  of  a  cottager  was  that  his 
rent  should  be  less  than  £8  per  year.  As 
manjr  benevolent  persons  may  be  induced 
to  think  our  statement  of  the  position  of 
the  agricultural  labourer  overdrawn,  we 
have,  since  writing  our  first  number,  con- 
versed with  the  clergyman  of  a  large  rural 
district,  with  a  population  exceeding  1,500 
souls.  We  askea  him  if  he  knew  a  labourer 
who  had  £5  belonging  to  him  ;  he  said.  No. 
We  reduced  the  sum  to  £2,  then  to  £1, 
still  the  same  answer.  He  then  said  he 
did  not  know  one,  and  he  was  sure  he  was 
right.  Who  could  be  out  of  work  or  ill  for 
three  weeks,  without  either  getting  into 
debt^  receiving  assbtance,  or  selling  part 
of  his  fumitui'e?  And  these  were  the 
choice  labouring  men,  sober,  honest,  and 
saving,  if  they  had  the  means  of  being  so. 
We  would  add,  this  gentleman  is  an  ex- 
emplary working  clergyman,  knowing  and 
▼isitinj^  all  the  poor  in  hb  parish.  Our 
first  picture,  then,  was  a  faitnful  one,  and 


we  are  asked  for  details  in  carrying  out 
the  plan  we  suggested  of  making  poultry 
the  means,  in  some  instances,  of  lightening 
its  sombre  hues.  There  will  be  some 
trouble,  but  little  expense.  We  would 
advise  two  classes  of  ptizes.  First,  we 
would  advance  to  some  of  the  most  deserv- 
ing people,  say  to  five  or  six,  a  cock  and 
three  hens, — Dorking  chickens,  which  may 
be  had  for  little  money  in  November. 
Offer  a  money  prize  for  the  best  pen  of 
chickens  that  can  be  exhibited,  the  pro- 
duce of  these  birds,  in  the  last  week  of  the 
following  May.  This  will  induce  early 
breeding,  and  will  teach  them  to  rear 
valuable  poultry  for  the  market.  The 
original  birds  may  be  paid  for  in  chickens. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  advance  also  a 
little  food  to  help  them  through  the  winter 
months,  thb  can  also  be  paid  in  chickens. 
The  probable  cost  of  the  whole  will  be — 

£.  s.    d. 

6  pens  at  £1 600 

Food,  six  months,  at  8«.     -    2    8    0 

Prize 10    0 

Expensca 100 

J&iO    8    O 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  fowls  are 
not  given  to  the  cottager,  but  are  lent  to 
him,  and  must  be  forfeited  or  paid  for  by 
their  produce.  We  have  put  down  the 
money  advanced  for  food  at  one  penny 
per  head  per  week,  which  is  more  than 
will  be  required,  and  we  very  much  doubt 
if,  at  the  competition  in  May,  each  cottager 
will  not  from  the  produce  pay  all  expenses, 
and  have  a  stock  in  hand.  The  loss  must 
of  necessity  be  small,  as  the  birds  will  be 
more  valuable  in  May  than  in  the  pre- 
vious November.  There  are  few  neigh- 
bourhoods where  they  cannot  be  obtained 
at  a  less  sum  than  that  we  have  put  down, 
but  if  any  difficulty  exist  in  purchasing 
them,  the  editor  of  this  paper  will  under- 
take to  provide  them.  This  scheme  will 
only  be  available  where  there  are  two  or 
three  good  people,  who  will  subscribe  a 
trifle  to  endeavour  to  rabe  and  help  those 
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less  favoured  by  Proyidence  in  worldly 
goods  than  themselyes.  But  if  the  expense 
be  a  difficulty,  we  will  suggest  another 
and  a  cheaper  plan.  Give  to  each  cottager 
you  wish  to  befriend  a  sitting  of  good  eggs 
m  March,  and  offer  prizes  in  August  for 
the  best  pen  of  poultry  reared  from  these. 
Plenty  of  such  eggs  may  be  bought  at  a 
moderate  price,  but  they  must  be  obtained 
from  trustworthy  people,  as  it  would  be 
unjust  to  give  eggs  of  various  qualities. 
The  cost  of  fifteen  dozen  of  eggs  in  this 
way  will  be  less  than  ^2,  and  the  recipient 
of  them  may  be  bound  to  pay  for  them 
in  chickens.  Many  a  man  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances would  advance  them  on  these 
terms,  viz.,  to  have  the  choice  of  one 
chicken  of  their  produce  aftbs  exhibition. 
We  do  not  anticipate  cottagers  entering 
the  lists  at  the  great  shows,  but  we  have 
seen,  with  delight,  the  joy  of  a  ^oor  man 
at  gaining  a  pound  or  thurty  shillings — ^the 
first  money  he  ever  had  without  days  of 
real  toil.  He  went  home  a  Croesus.  We 
do  not  advocate  this  for  the  idle,  dissolute, 
and  drunken;  no,  nor  for  the  frequenter  of 
ihe  ale-house ;  but  for  the  good  husband, 
father,  and  citizen ;  for  the  man  who  trem- 
bles for  his  dear  ones,  when  even  a  slight 
pain  reminds  him  that  he  is  subject  to 
sickness ;  for  he  knows  that  cessation 
from  labour  is  ruin.  Any  change  for  the 
worse  in  such  a  man's  lot  is  ruin.  It  may 
be  objected  that  only  one  can  gain  tlie 
prize,  that  is,  if  there  be  but  one;  but 
others  can  be  commended,  and  many  may 
exhibit  a  good  pen  with  others  almost  as 
good  at  home.  His  unsuccessful  pen  may 
sell  for  a  pound.  Is  not  that  a  prize  ?  It 
will  be  carefully  hoarded,  it  will  keep  his 
family  for  a  fortnight,  should  he  be  sick 
or  disabled.  He  may  have  one  hen  for 
which  he  may  realize  ten  or  fifteen  shil- 
llnes.  What  encouragement  to  persevere, 
and  he  will  persevere,  and  the  promoters 
of  our  poultry  scheme  shall  rejoice  at  the 
saccess  of  their  venture.  But  the  example 
wiU  be  contagious.  Hundreds  would  help 
the  poor ;  but  some  fancy  they  have  not 
the  means,  others  know  not  how  to  do  it. 


but  if  they  see  how  much  may  be  done 
by  a  little  scheme  like  this,  they  will  take 
courage  and  try  on  a  larger  scale  some 
larg^  project  of  their  own,  having  the 
same  object  in  view. 

The  rules  must  be  stringent,  and  care- 
fully looked  to,  that  every  competitor 
may  feel  he  will  have  strict  justice  done 
to  him.  Poultry  is  the  only  stock  a 
labourer  can  breed,  and  if  the  love  of 
poultry  should,  after  all,  be  ephemeral,  if 
great  exhibitions  close,  and  fancy  breeds 
disappear,  then  it  wiU  have  answered  a 
good  and  more  than  useful  purpose,  if  it 
have  only  in  some  few  instances  helped 
an  honest,  induati'ious,  but  poor  man,  if 
it  have  given  relief  to  a  few  over- wrought 
mothers,  if  it  have  paid  a  debt,  small  in 
amount,  but  a  millstone  to  the  debtor,  or, 
if  by  its  instrumentality  a  few  boys  have 
been  educated,  and  thereby  raised  in  the 
scale  of  society.  And  the  promoters  of 
these  unpretending  schemes  will  be  richly 
rewarded ;  for  kindness  caused  them  to 
undertake  it|  and  they  will  rejoice  in  the 
good  they  have  done.  Stlvanus. 


Fallacies  of  the  Fancy. 

NO.  II. 

Thbbe  are  very  few  persons,  men  more 
particularly,  who  would  like  to  be  con- 
sidered ignorant  of  the  various  points  of  a 
horse.  They  consider  it  derogatory  to 
their  standing,  as  Englishmen,  not  to  be 
able  to  give  an  opinion  when  some  friend 
favours  them  witn  a  sight  of  a  new  pur- 
chase, and,  as  I  have  been  told  by  compe- 
tent judges,  ridiculous  enough  are  the 
conclusions  arrived  at  by  these  self-taught 
aspirants  to  acquire  judicial  fame.  The 
purchaser  of  a  horse  has,  however,  in 
general,  an  advantage  over  the  purchaser 
of  a  fowl.  Notwithstanding  he  may  be, 
in  his  own  ideas,  an  excellent  judge  as  to 
shape,  make,  and  action,  he  is  cautious 
enough  to  take  a  professional  opinion  as  to 
the  soundness  of  the  animal  and  his  free- 
dom from  disease.    But  the  reverse  is  too 
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frequently  the  case  with  poultry  fanciers. 
They  forget  the  axiom  that  **  a  little  learn- 
ing is  a  dangerous  thing."  They  do  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  "  dip  deep  "  hefore 
they  enter,  unaided,  on  the  seiectictfi  of 
fancy  poultry.  Why  such  a  difference 
should  he  made  hetween  a  horse  and  a  fowl 
(for  it  must  he  rememhered  that  in  these 
days  the  one  frequently  costs  as  much 
money  as  the  other)  I  cannot  account  for, 
excepting  in  this  way,  tliat  self-sufficiency 
is  one  of  the  main  ingredients  of  our  nature, 
and  the  desire  of  catering  for  one's  self  is 
a  predominant  featui'e  o^  an  Englishman. 
**  What  can  there  he  ahout  a  fowl,"  say 
they, "  that  requires  such  an  exercise  of  the 
judgment  ?  Any  simpleton  can  give  an  opi- 
nion ahout  tliat."  True,  so  he  can  ahout 
horses,  and  too  frequently  they  cry  pec- 
cam  when  too  late.  Taking  Albert  Smith 
for  an  example  when  he  reaUy  commences 
his  assent  of  Mont  Blanc,  I  will  drop  the 
ludicrous,  and  not  attempt  to  amuse  the 
reader  with  any  harmless  vagariesy  harm- 
less as  regards  himself,  that  the  tyro  may 
commit,  hut  will  endeavour  to  point  out 
the  serious  consequences  that  result  from  a 
too  hasty  resolve  to  exercise  his  own  judg- 
ment long  before  that  judgment  is  siu- 
ficiently  matured.  It  happens  very  often 
that  a  person  who  has  commenced  keep- 
ing poultry  as  an  amateur  by  the  purchase 
of  a  sitting  of  eggs,  and  who,  moreover,  has 
had  the  misfortune  to  find  himself  ''  not 
placed"  at  the  first  exhibition  he  honours 
with  his  patronage,  becomes  discontented 
with  his  stationary  situation,  and  being 
brimful  of  ardour,  sets  his  wits  to  work  to 
know  how  he  can  make  a  more  rapid  pro- 
gress. Ways  and  means  present  them- 
selves, in  numbers,  amongst  which  are 
various  sales  by  auction,  catalogues  of 
which  are  forwarded,  containing  the 
description  of  such  and  such  prize  birds, 
from  the  well  -known  yard  of  Mr.  So-and- 
So.  The  glittering  bait  is  too  tempting, 
and  forgetting  that  birds  are  not  frequently 
sent  to  auctions  for  any  aood  qualities  they 
may  possess,  he  heedlessly  makes  his  selec- 
tion of  a  certain  number  of  lots,  and  keeps 


up  a  vigorous  bidding  until  they  are 
knocked  down  to  him.  He  takes  his  new 
purchases  home,  and  immediately  intro- 
duces them  to  his  old  favourites.  Some 
kind  friend,  whom  he  invites  to  inspect 
them,  pronounces  them  to  be  suffering 
from  roup,  and  advises  a  separation  imme- 
diately. The  decision  is  thrown  to  the 
winds,  and  the  truth  is  not  forced  on  his 
mind  until  his  fowls  droop  one  by  one,  till 
at  length  all  are  affected,  involving  for 
weeks  a  vast  amount  of  trouble,  not  of  a 
very  agreeable  nature,  and  perhaps  loss. 
Again,  as  regards  selecting  fowls  for  exhi- 
bition, I  would  caution  the  beginner  against 
the  evils  of  self-sufficiency.  In  all  pro- 
bability he  will  not  watch  his  birds  well, 
or  perhaps  may  keep  some  of  his  best 
specimens  at  home,  in  either  of  which  cases 
he  is  sure  to  be  unsuccessful ;  or  if  he  pos- 
sess a  variety  of  birds,  and  is  ignorant  of 
the  particular  value  of  each  sort,  he  will 
enter  a  pen  of  birds  that  would  command 
a  hi^h  price,  at  such  a  figure  that  it  is  im- 
mediately claimed,  and  on  the  contrary 
will  frighten  the  public  by  affixing  a  large 
sum  on  those  birds  that  have  pretensions 
to  only  a  sixth  part  of  the  amount.  In 
conclusion,  I  would  advise  all  persons 
about  to  commence  poultry  keeping,  being 
at  the  same  time  totally  uninformed  od 
the  subject,  not  to  depend  on  their  own 
judgment,  but  to  enlist  the  services  of  some 
person  who  is  capable  of  giving  an  opinion, 
and  that  a  disinterested  one,  and  by  that 
opinion  let  them  be  guided,  when  they  will 
find  in  general,  instead  of  failure,  success, 
and  an  immunity  from  a  laige  shore  of 
unpleasantness  and  expense. 

Amicifs* 


Value  op  Poultry. — The  estimated 
value  of  poultry  in  the  United  States  is 
40,000,000  dollars,  in  England,  60,000^000, 
and  in  France  75,000,000.  The  city  of 
New  York  annually  consumes  seven  rail- 
lions  of  eggs,  the  Astor  House  alone  re- 
quiring a  supply  of  over  1,000  per  day. — 
American  Paper. 
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NugsB  BnsticsB. 

I  TRIFLBS,    ORIGINAL  AND    SELECT^    FROlt   THE 
NOTE-BOOK  OF  A  DERBYSRUIE  YEOMAN. 

The  Cochin  China  Fowl. 

**  Brebdino  to  a  feather  "  is  very  silly 
work  if  no  higher  object  be  aimed  at. 
But  of  this,  more  anon.    As  a  practical 
farmer  would  prefer  **  a  fashionable  roan  " 
heifer  of  equtu  form  and  size  to  a  red  one, 
80  would  he,  if  choice  were  given,  select  a 
good  bufip-coloured  Cochin  China  fowl  in 
|»'eference  to  one  with  foul  marks,  provided 
other  qualities  were  equal ; — ^but,  as  his 
love  of  beef  would  induce  him  to  select  a 
well-formed    and    full-sized  red   cow  in 
preference  to  an  ill-shaped  rottn  one,  so 
would  he,  in  the  denizens  of  his  poultry- 
yard,  make  colour  subordinate  to  quality, 
shape,  and  substance.    A  dark  hackle,  or 
a  "mealy"  wing,  may  be  safely  disre- 
garded   if   conjoined    with    short,    well- 
feathered  legSy  shanks  wide  apart,  a  broad 
back,  and  a  tail  whose  largest  feathers  are 
very  small,  and  only  slightly  more  curved 
than  a  Turkish  scimitar.    But  woe  betide 
the  man  who  buys  great,  gaunt  birds  witii 
long  naked  legBy  a  fierce  expression  of  eye 
and  face,  and  wings  and  hackles  loaded 
with  black  feathers.    No  less  than  ten  of 
such    birds   were    being   hawked   about 
Derby  market  on  Friday  last,  as  "the 
real,  genuine  Cochin  Chinas."    My  atten- 
tion  was  directed   to    them  by   a  most 
respectable  farmer,  who  invited  me  to  ac- 
company him  from  a  sale  of  fowls  in  the 
Atheneeum  Room,  to  see  those  which  were 
in  the  market,  which  were  bigger  and 
finer  than  those  in  the  sale-room,  and  "  to 
be  had  for  six  shillings  a  coaple."    I  ac- 
companied  my    kind    and    aisinterested 
adviser  to  these  "fine  birds,"  and  was 
perfectly  horrified  by  as  much  ugliness  as 
it  was  possible  to  see  concentratea  in  any 
living  thing.      Tliis    episode  is  inserted 
here,  lest  my  praise  of  the  Cochin  China 
fowl  should  induce  some  unwary  house- 
wife to  purchase  any  fowl  which  might 
be  callea  by  that  name,  and  then  expect 


to  have  plenty  of  eggs  and  saleable  chickens, 
or  failing  this,  to  become  very  angry  with 
"the  paper"  for  deceiving  her.  Let  the 
advice  of  the  "  Note  Book "  be  followed, 
and  she  will  not  go  far  wrong ;  or  if  this  be 
too  prolix,  let  these  three  qualities  be 
remembered : — 

Great  weight — nine  or  ten  pounds  in  the 
Cockerel. 

Feathered  legs  with  four  toes,  the  outer 
one  feathered, 

A  very  stnail^  slightfy  curved  tail. 
No  known  fowl  resembles  the  Shanghae 
or  Cochin  China  in  these  three  combined 
qualities,  and  although  there  are  many, 
very  many,  degrees  of  excellence  in  the 
symmetry,  size,  and  colour  of  individual 
fowls,  yet  attention  to  the  above  simple  rules 
will  preserve  inexperienced  purchasers 
from  such  hideous  abortions  as  those  which 
ignorance  or  cupidity  was  palming  upon 
tne  public  on  Friday  last,  as  "the  real, 
genuine  Cochin  Chinas  ; " — genuine  they 
might  have  been,  but  bearing  no  more 
relation  to  the  birds  of  "A  Derbyshire 
Yeoman,"  than  do  the  Mouflon  sheep  of 
Corsica,  or  the  hairy  sheep  of  Fezzan,  to 
the  fine  "Leicesters"  of  Mr.  Sandys,  of 
Holme  Pierrepointy  or  to  the  beautiful 
Southdowns  of  Mr.  Jonas  Webb,  of  Ba- 
braham. 

The  great  utility  of  Cochin  China  fowls, 
then,  consists  in  their  laying  a  large  num- 
ber of  eggs,  and  that  too  at  an  earlier  age 
than  other  poultry.  As  table-fowlsy  they 
are  not  equal  to  the  Dorkings,  nor  will 
they  fetch  anything  like  the  same  price  as 
these  in  Leadennall  Market,  or  other 
poultry  shops.  Still,  I  do  not  think  that 
they  are  either  "  as  tough  as  a  donkey," 
or  as  "  rank-tasted  as  a  parrot "  (as  some 
writers  on  poultry  have  stated)  ;  but,  not 
having  tasted  either  of  these  latter  deli- 
cacies, my  personal  experience  will  not 
enable  me  to  decide  on  the  edible  excel- 
lencies of  the  Cochin  China  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  long-eared  quadi'uped, 
or  the  green-feathered  bird. 

Fowls  are  often  rendered  tough  by  bad 
management.  A  Cockerel  thirteen  or  four- 
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teen  weeks  old,  of  the  Cochin  China  breed, 
will  be  a  very  acceptable  dish  if  the  fol- 
lowing preliminaries  be  attended  to  : — ^feed 
him  well  for  three  weeks  on  oatmeal  made 
stiff  with  milk  ;  let  him  fast  twelve  hours 
before  he  is  killed,  and  hang  for  four  or 
five  days  after  death;  then  let  him  be 
dressed,  and  roasted  by  a  good  cook,  and 
he  will  form  a  dinner  upon  which  any 
"Derbyshire  Yeoman"  might  dine  with 
enjoyment,  provided  the  company  were  as 
eood  as  the  dinner.  Last  summer,  a  kind 
friend  of  mine  dressed  a  fine  Cockerel  of 
this  breed  for  my  especial  gratification, 
hoping,  moreover,  to  pass  it  off  at  the  table 
for  a  Dorking  fowl,  but  the  massive  thigh 
and  the  comparatively  small  breast  at  once 
revealed  the  cheat;  vet  candour  compels 
me  to  write,  that  the  very  great  pains 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  Cochin- 
fancier  and  his  cook  had  produced  a  dish 
that  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  which 
would  have  formed  no  unfit  companion 
for  a  Dorking  fowl  from  Mount-street, 
Grosvenor-square,  or  a  rich  Grame  one 
from  Knowsley  Cottage,  or  Comberford 
Mill. 

There  is  one  fault  alleged  against  the 
Cochin  China  fowl.  It  is  said  to  be  an 
enormous  eater.  My  experience  confirms 
this  only  as  compared  with  the  smaller 
fowl,  such  as  the  Hamburg,  or  the  Poland, 
but  not  relatively  to  its  size  and  produc- 
tiveness. It  has,  however,  been  confined 
to  such  close  quajrters  through  manv  gene- 
rations, that,  like  a  spaniel,  or  other  pet 
dog,  it  has  acquired  the  habit  of  looking 
to  man  for  its  daily  supplies,  rather  than 
diligently  searching  for  its  own  food  like 
the  game  birds,  or  barn-door  fowls.  This 
habit  will  probably  disappear  as  the  bird 
becomes  acclimated  to  our  farm-yards 
and  fields.  In  the  mean  time,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  digestive  organs 
of  a  fowl  are  capable  of  extracting  nutri- 
ment from  anything  that  contains  it,  and 
that  any  eheapy  bulky  material  may  be 
supplied  to  them  with  advantage. 

The  Cochins  will  thrive  upon  a  cheap 
compound  of  hran^ poUard,&na  harky-mecU, 


in  equal  proportions,  mixed  with  a  small 
quantity  of  tallow-chandler's  greaves.  A 
correspondent  from  Morecambe  Bay  haa 
recommended  boiled  Swede  turnips  and 
Indian  meal.  I  can  endorse  his  excellent 
suggestion  ;  ten  geese,  under  my  eye,  have 
become  very  fat  upon  raw  Swedes,  which 
thev  have  completely  scooped  out  with 
their  beaks  (as  a  schoolboy  does  an  apple 
with  a  bone  scoop),  leaving  the  outer  nnd 
almost  perfect,  so  that  the  heap  of  Swedes 
appears  to  have  been  untouched  until  yon 
examine  or  weigh  them.  This  will  be  a 
cheap  food  ;  for  although  the  Swedes  con- 
tain 800  parts  in  1,000  of  water,  yet  they 
also  possess  a  considerable  amount  of 
sugar,  albumen,  and  starch,  while  the 
maize  is  especially  rich  in  organic  matter, 
and  comparatively  free  of  water,  contain- 
ing onlv  about  130  parts  of  water  in  1,000. 
The  foUowing  is  a  rough  analysis  of  this 
grain,  as  given  by  Solly : — 

Organic  matter 867 

Inorganic  matter  13 

Water 130 

1,000 
The  chickens  of  the  Cochin  China  fowl 
are  hardy,  and  reared  easily. 

I  must  now,  however,  whisper  of  one 
defect  in  these  ''celestial"  fowls.  Like 
the  fair  ladies  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic  (the  beautiful  sisters  of  brother 
Jonathan),  the  Cochin  China  fowl  becomes 
very  plain  at  an  early  age.  The  loTely 
characteristics  which  have  been  enumer- 
ated melt  away,  and  the  round,  intelligent 
face  becomes  wiry  and  wiscened ;  the  bright 
full  eye  contracts,  and  the  feathers  of  the 
body  generally  become  loose,  untidy,  and 
scare-crowish  ;  they  in  truth  "  live  fast  '* 
(the  fowls,  not  the  American  ladies),  and 
therefore  cannot  live  long ;  the  great  and 
rapid  supplv  of  eggs  exhausts  their  vital 
powers,  and  gives  them  a  very  old  look 
after  a  very  few  summers.  At  an  age 
when  the  Game  fowl  and  the  Dorking  are 
in  their  full  vigour,  and  lusty  beauty,  the 
Cochin  China  is  losing  its  especial  attrac- 
tion, and  the  rich  buff  hue,  and  the  costly 
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fluff,  the  well-feathered  legs,  and  all  the 
other  **  endearing  young  charms,"  remind 
one  of  the  Poet's  lament,  without  inspiring 
the  same  grateful  sentiments — for  who 
would  say : 

Thou  wilt  still  be  beloved,  as  this  moment  thou 
art. 
Let  thy  loyeliness  fade  as  it  will. 
And  around  the  dear  ruin  each  wish  of  my 
heart 
Will  entwine  itself  verdatUly  still  ? 

— By  permission  of  the  author^  from  "  The 
Btslhy  Reporter^* 


Colombiary. 

NO.  v. — ^THB  ANTWEKP  CARRIER. 

The    Innate    propensity    of   all   tame 
pigeons  to  return  to  the  place  of  their 
natirity  or  their  established  home  has  led 
I  man  to  make  use  of  them  as  mediums  of 
,  communication,  and  as  some  sorts  are  pre- 
eminently useful  in  this  respect,  they  have 
,  been  named  carrier  pigeons.    Of  these,  the 
,  Antwerp,  the  English  carrier,  horseman, 
and  dragoon,  the  tumbler,  and  the  owl, 
are  the  sorts  most  generally  used.    For  the 
present,  I  will  confine  myself  to  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  Antwerp   carrier,  a  pigeon  of 
all  others  that  has  proved  itself  most  use- 
I  fol  for  long  journeys,  having  performed 
extraordinary  distances. 
I     The  Antwerp  carrier  derives  its  name 
\  from  being  first  bred  in  the  city  of  that 
name,  in  Belgium.    In  the  ancient  towers 
and  lofty  steeples  of  that  venerable  city 
nestle  a  small  variety  of   rock  pigeon, 
peculiar,  I   believe,  to  that  part  of  the 
Continent ;  in  colour  they  are  mealy  or 
strawberry,  the  wings  barred  with  a  redder 
tint,  as  also  the  neck  ;  their  beaks  are 
dove-shaped,  long  and  fine,  the  head  round 
in  front  like  that  of  the  blue  rock ;  the 
eyes  bright  and  prominent,  of  a  gravel  or 
pale  yellow  colour.    They  are  exceedingly 
shy  and  wild,  it  being  almost  impossible 
to  entrap  any  of  them ;  young  ones  are, 
however,  occasionally  taken  from  the  nest 


and  reared.  These  and  their  progeny 
constitute  the  true  Antwerp  carrier.  But 
these  wild  Antwerps  must  not  be  confused 
with  the  wild,  or  rather  the  many  escaped 
pigeons,  numbers  of  which  frequent  the 
public  buildings  in  most  large  towns. 

The  few  persons  that  breed  this  variety 
of  pigeon  are  very  choice  of  them,  and 
rarely  part  with  any  ;  when,  indeed,  they 
do,  it  is  generally  those  they  can  rely  upon 
returning  home. 

The  housing  propensity  of  this  valuable 
variety  of  pigeons  is  so  natural  to  liiem, 
that  it  is  surprising  what  a  small  amount 
of  training  will  make  them  proficients ; 
squeakers  will  often  return  home  from 
long  distances  though  they  may  have  been 
kept  in  a  considerable  time.  One  marked 
peculiarity  of  the  Antwerp  is  their  flight, 
starting  off  in  a  straight  line  when  thrown 
up,  then  turning  direct  for  home,  not 
circling  round  as  other  pigeons  do  before 
they  start,  and  also  the  straggling  appear- 
ance of  the  flight  when  turned  out  irom 
their  loft  for  exercise.  They  are  good 
breeders  at  home,  but  if  removed  to  a 
strange  place  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
them  to  do  so.  So  wild  and  restless  are 
they,  that  if  confined  in  an  aviary  for 
twelve  months,  most  of  them  will  be  found 
in  flying  condition  at  the  expiration  of  the 
time,  and  quite  ready  to  perform  the 
journey  home,  though  it  may  be  100  or  200 
miles ;  whereas,  were  other  pigeons  thus 
confined,  most  of  them  would  be  so  fat  and 
out  of  practice  that  they  would  be  quite 
fatigued  with  a  few  circles,  and  very  few 
of  what  are  commonly  called  carrier 
pigeons  would  have  any  inclination  to 
leave  after  such  a  long  confinement. 

It  may  be  wondered  at  that,  as  these 
pigeons  are  so  valuable,  and  also  good 
breeders,  they  do  not  become  more  plenti- 
ful ;  but  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  many 
ways,  a  few  of  which  are  as  follow : — The 
various  accidents  to  which  pigeons  are 
liable,  either  in  being  sent  or  returning 
home  from  long  journeys  ;  the  great  num- 
ber of  birds  of  prey  which  are  everywhere 
to  be  met  with  on  the  Continent ;  the  con- 
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tinual  disturbance  to  them  while  sitting  to 
send  them  out  for  a  match,  for  this  pigeon- 
flying  is  carried  to  a  great  extent  in 
Belgium,  which  causes  those  possessed  of 
a  pure  strain  to  be  very  careful  not  to  part 
from  them,  through  the  fear  that  they 
mighty  at  some  other  time,  unavoidably 
match  against  their  own  birds ;  this  will 
also  in  a  great  measure  account  for  their 
rare  appearance  in  England. 

I  am,  however,  inclmed  to  believe  that 
the  Antwerp  of  which  I  have  been  speak- 
ing is  comparatively  a  recent  acquisition, 
perhaps  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
years  ;  the  pigeon  formerlv  in  use  in 
Belgium  was,  without  doubt,  the  owl. 
The  short-faced  Antwerps  are  a  cross  be- 
tween the  real  Antwerp  and  the  owl 
pigeon,  which  latter  they  frequently  very 
much  resemble,  many  of  them  having 
quite  respectable  frills  and  gullets.  They 
are  not  quite  so  wild  as  the  true  sorts,  but 
inherit  much  of  their  excellent  homing 
properties,  and  I  have  been  informed  of 
squeakers  doing  London  and  Dover  with- 
out training.  This  variety  are  very  small, 
and  in  addition  to  the  occasional  frill  and 
gullet,  have  very  short  beaks ;  their  colour 
IS  generally  blue  or  mealy,  sometimes 
chequered.  Not  being  quite  so  intractable 
as  the  longer-beaked  ones,  they  may,  with 
due  care  and  a  little  patience,  be  settled  in 
a  new  abode  ;  at  any  rate,  they  will  breed 
in  a  fresh  loft,  consequently  are  much 
better  known  in  England. 

A  cross-breed  between  the  short-faced 
Antwerp  and  the  dragoon  pigeon,  how- 
ever, is  the  kind  mostly  used  for  carrying 
communications  in  England,  and  is  con- 
sidered more  certain  for  short  distances. 
The  thorough-bred  Antwerps,  it  is  alleged, 
frequently  overfly  themselves  in  a  ten  or 
twelve  miles'  match  ;  these  half-bred  birds 
are  considerably  stouter  than  the  Antwerps, 
have  rather  thick,  but  not  very  long 
beaks,  and  but  little  wattle.  They  are  the 
same  colours  as  the  short-faced  Antwerps, 
excellent  breeders,  and  becoming  very 
common. 

A  great  variety  of  mongrels  and  crosses 


are  brought  from  Belgium  under  the  title 
of  Antwerps,  manv  of  which  are  the  ugliest, 
most  runtish-looking  birds  imaginable; 
some  of  them,  it  is  true,  have  a  good 
deal  of  Antwerp  blood  in  them,  and  will 
perform  long  journeys,  but  such  are,  by 
no  means,  desirable. 
Sevenoaks.  B.  P.  B. 


HiiLts  to  Poultry  Show  Committees. 

Permit  me  to  correct  a  slight  misprint 
or  two  in  No.  10.  ^'  Doors  at  Uie  back  and 
bottom  of  the  pen,  which  ought  to  be  onlv 
2  feet  deep,  are  altogether  inadmissible, ' 
ought  merely  to  read,  "  that  doors  at  the 
back  or  bottom  of  the  pens  are  altogether 
inadmissible."  I  have  elsewhere  said,  that 
the  pens  ought  to  be  3  feet  deep.  Instead 
of  "  art "  read  "  cost "  of  erectmg ;  but  to 
return  to  the  Hints. 

The  Committee  must  also  provide  a 
weighing-machine,  as  the  judges  will  cer- 
tainly wish  to  weigh  some  of  the  stock 
exhibited. 

I  must  now  allude  to  another  subject, 
which  will  require  a  delicate  **hint"  from 
me,  or  I  shall  certainly  have  all  sorts  of 
complainei's,  each  vigorously  urging  that  I 
am  wrong — I  must  avoid  Sc^lla,  and  also 
try  to  steer  clear  of  Charybdis — ^I  allude  to 
the  feeding  department.  The  Committee 
must  secure  a  suflicient  quantity  of  vari- 
ous sorts  of  grain  and  meal ;  I  consider  it 
best  to  give  the  birds  a  variety  of  food,  say 
one  feed  of  meal  slacked  with  water,  and 
the  next  of  grain,  say  wheat,  barley,  and 
other  cereals  mixed.  I  consider  tnis  in- 
finitely better  than  constantly  cramming 
the  birds  with  meal  dough,  and  I  have  seen 
turnips  sliced  and  thrown  into  the  pens. 
I  consider  this  good,  and  would  recommend 
either  turnips  or  beet  sliced  to  be  given  to 
the  birds ;  cabbage  or  other  vegetables 
would  be  good,  but  they  are  generally- 
rare  during  the  months  best  adapted  for 
poultry  shows.  The  Committee  will  cer- 
tainly receive  from  many  exhibitors  all 
sorts  of  directions  respecting  the  feeding  of 
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tlreir  birds,  some  very  amusing,  from  their 
absurdity ;  indeed,  I  have  seen  directions 
which,  u  attended  to,  would  require  the 
constant  attendance  of  a  committee-man  to 
look  after  the  "  pets."  The  demands  for  the 
"cuisine"  for  some  birds  will  be  very 
little  short  of  mutton-chops  and  champac;ne 
for  luncheon,  and  a  hot  supper  at  night ; 
but,  after  all,  the  best  mode  is  to  engage 
some  competent  feeder  to  look  after  the 
whole,  and  see  that  the  under-feeders  and 
water-carriers  are  constantly  at  work.  To 
supply  the  quantity  of  water  required  will 
be  more  than  one  man's  work,  for  the  ex- 
citement is  thirsty  work  for  the  poor  birds ; 
the  water-fowls  ought  to  be  supplied  with 
large  vessels,  such  as  full-sized  flower-pot 
saucers,  or  perhaps  two  smaller  ones  are 
better  than  one  large  one,  which  one  bird 
may  perhaps  monopolize  by  trying  to  have 
I  a  swim ;  the  water-fowl  will  require 
constant  supplies  of  water,  and  their  pens, 
moreover,  ought  to  be  made  with  a  slight 
incline  on  the  floor,  to  carry  ofi^  the  spilt 
water  to  the  back  of  the  pens. 

The  Committee  should  obtain  their  pro- 
Tisions  from  some  corn-dealer  who  will 
agree  to  receive  back  the  portion  not  used. 

The  Committee  will  also  have  to  obtain 
some  coarse  sand  or  clean  gravel  for  the 
floors  of  the  pens ;  it  is  infinitely  superior 
to  sawdust,  which  is  recommended  bv 
some  people :  the  sand  or  gravel  affbrtfs 
some  amusement  to  the  birds  searching  for 
something  to  assist  their  digestion,  which 
thi^  cannot  get  from  sawdust. 

The  water-fowl  ought  to  have  clean  straw 
on  the  floor  of  their  pens  instead  of  sand  or 
gravel,  or  their  plumage  will  be  spoiled  by 
the  sloppy  mess  they  will  soon  make  with 
sand  and  water.  I  have  now,  I  believe, 
provided  all  the  necessary  comforts  for  the 
birds.  By  the  bye^  it  will  be  well  to  pro- 
vide a  few  extra  pens  above  the  number 
absolutely  required. 

I  must  now  pass  on  to  those  gentlemen 
who  have  been  so  frequently  called  upon  to 
give  so  much  of  their  time  to  the  public,  but 
too oftengratuitously,  but  too  often  abused ; 
whose  office  is  a  most  difficult  one,  but  most 


honourable ;  the  task  most  difficult,  but 
too  often  little  understood  by  those  who 
criticise  their  verdicts.  If  our  ablest  law 
judges  are  sometimes  misled,  and  some- 
times err  in  their  judgments,  assisted  as 
they  are  by  the  whole  passe  comitatus 
of  counsel  and  witnesses,  assisted  bv 
auricular  as  well  as  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, what  must  be  the  difficulties  which 
surround  a  poultry  judge,  called  upon  to 
give  a  verdict  by  what  he  merely  sees ; 
most  probably  too  in  '  a  very  hurried 
manner;  pushed  by  a  commfttee,  who 
inform  him  that  the  public  are  waiting 
and  must  be  admitted  immediately  ?  This 
ought  not  to  be,  and  truly  I  may  say  that 
many  of  our  best  judges  deserve  great 
praise  for  the  patriotic  manner  in  which 
they  have  discharged  their  important 
duties  under  very  trying  circumstances. 

They  are  gentlemen,  and  are  sometimes 
sorely  tried,  their  judgments  condemned, 
their  tempers  tested  by  inconsiderate  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  ex- 
hibitors, and  even,  alas !  be  it  said,  of  an 
obstinate  and  self-opinionated  brother - 
Gentle  reader,  I  will  suppose  you  to 

a  judge  and  a  gentleman,  and  possessing 
strong  feelings  of  honour — what  would  be 
your  sensation  if  offered  a  proof  catalogue 
of  the  poultry  you  had  to  judge  the  follow- 
ing day  for  your  evening's  amusement  and 
**  edification  ;"  if  when  you  were  judging, 
and  had  passed  over  with  a  cold  look  a 
pen  of  biras,  to  be  recalled  by  an  exclama- 
tion from  So-and-So's  feeder,  *•  Why,  sir, 
them's  the  birds  you  gave  first  prize  to  at 
So-and-So ;"  or  to  be  joined  by  an  exhibitor 
whilst  you  were  discussing  the  merits,  and 
receiving  his  gratuitous  opinions?  These 
things  ought  not  to  be,  and  it  must  be  the 
business  of  the  Committee  to  protect  the 
judges  from  such  interference  and  insult. 
I  would  therefore  recommend  the  Com- 
mittee to  attend  to  the  following  hints : — 

If  your  exhibition  consists  of  600  pens, 
secure  the  services  of  three  judges,  and  let 
them  have  plenty  of  time,  if  possible  the 
whole  day  ;  it  is  impossible  to  fix  any  scale 
of  time  for  the  work  to  be  done.    If  the 
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competition  is  very  keen  and  merits  equals 
the  task  will  be  longer,  or  it  may  be  done 
in  a  few  minutes ;  out  I  fancy  the  judges 
may  be  expected  to  pronounce  an  opimon 
on  about  40  to  50  pens  per  hour.  If  the 
pens  are  1,000,  have  more  judges.  I  would 
recommend  the  judps  from  a  distance  in 
preference  to  those  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  Committee  ought  to 
reward  them  for  their  services:  it  is  a 
delicate  matter  to  name  the  amount,  but  I 
should  say  that  three  to  five  guineas,  with 
travelling  expenses,  would  be  a  fair  thing ; 
the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  and  it 
is  too  bad  to  expect  that  because  a  gentle- 
man possesses  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
poultry,  that  he  must  give  his  time  and 
services ;  rely  upon  it,  he  has  not  acquired 
that  knowledge  gratuitously,  but  fre- 
quently at  a  great,  outlay  of  capital,  time, 
and  labour.  Some  doubtless  will  refuse  to 
receive  anything,  but  do  give  them  the 
chance  of  refusing.  Secure  tlieir  names 
early,  but  do  not,  if  possible,  allow  their 
names  to  transpire.  And  now  for  the 
knotty  point,  who  ought  to  be  judges? 
Should  dealers  be  allowed  to  judge  or  not? 
I  am  disposed  to  say  that  they  snould  not, 
and  I  must  premise  the  opinion  with  the 
remark  that  I  have  no  personal  objection 
to  dealers  judging.  I  know  little  of  them, 
having  never  bought  but  one  bird  from  a 
dealer  ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  yield  to  the 
feelings  and  opinions  of  others,  on  this 
ground,  that  there  are  parties  who  object 
to  having  their  poultry  judged  by  dealers 
acting  with  amateurs,  and  there  are  judges 
who  object  to  acting  with  dealers — but  on 
the  other  side,  there  are  not  any  exhibitors 
who  insist  or  require  that  a  dealer  shall 
be  amongst  the  judges.  This  opinion  sounds 
like  special  pleading,  but  I  think  it  better 
to  remove  the  cause  of  a  needless  objection 
rather  than  allow  it  to  remain  as  a 
stumbling-block,  for  I  do  consider  that 
there  are  many  dealers  who  are  eminently 
qualified  to  act  as  judges,  and  who  would 
give  an  honourable  and  unbiassed 'opinion. 
The  Committee  will  have  to  provide 
blank  catalogues  for  the  judges^  i,e.  con- 


taining the  various  classes,  pen  numbers^ 
and  ages  of  the  birds,  pencUs  for  remarks, 
and  sticks  for  the  judges  to  rouse  up  the 
poultry;  an  attendant  to  open  the  pen 
fronts  and  to  weigh  the  birds  if  required ; 
weights  sufficient  to  test  a  whole  pen  of 
geese  will  be  requisite.  Now  for  a  few 
words  about  the  protection  of  the  judges 
from  interference.  Sometimes  the  judges 
are  shown  into  the  building  by  some  of  the 
Committee,  who  remain  outside,  supposed 
to  be  the  sole  occupants  during  the  investi- 
gation. I  must  say  that  the  above  cases  of 
interference  alluded  to  have  all  taken  place 
where  this  plan  has  been  adopted,  the 
parties  appearing  from  "  somewhere,"  after 
the  judges  had  been  locke4  in,  and  I  may 
safely  assert  tliat  the  whole  poultry  world 
would  be  filled  with  amazement  if  I  named 
the  exhibitor  who,  on  one  occasion,  so  un- 
ceremoniously intruded  on  the  judges.  I 
therefore  would  recommend  that  the  Com- 
mittee appoint  two  or  three  of  their  number 
to  attend  on  th^udges»  to  be  with  them  in 
the  show-room ;  they  may  easily  prevent 
any  interfarejlce  by  remaining  at  the  end 
of  the  alleys,  and  taking  care  to  keep  at  a 
proper  distance  from  the  pudges,  so  as  not 
to  mterfere  or  appear  to  intrude  upon  the 
judges,  but  at  the  same  time  to  protect 
them.  Space  will  compel  me  to  defer 
this  subject  until  next  week. 

W.  W. 


Productive  Farming. 
In  a  treatise  on  "Productive  Farming,** 

just  issued  from  the  press,  the  following 

observations  occur : — 
"  It  is  in  vegetable  as  in  animal  life ; 

a  mother  crams  her  child  exclusively  with 
j  arrow-root— it  becomes  fat,  it  is  true,  but, 
:  alas !  it  is  rickety,  and  gets  its  teeth  vei^ 
I  slowly,  and  with  difficulty.     Mamma  is 

ignorant,  or  never  thinks,  that  her  off- 
I  spring  cannot  make  bone--H>r,  what  is  the 
I  same  thing,  phosphate  of  lime,  the  prtnoi- 
!  pal  bulk  of  bone— out  of  starch.    It  does 

its  best ;  and  were  it  not  for  a  little  milk 
I  and  bready  perhaps  now  and  then  a  little 
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meal  and  soup,  it  would  have  no  bones 
i  I  and  teeth  at  all.  Farmers  keep  poultry ; 
' '  and  what  is  true  of  fowls  is  true  of  a  cab- 
;  ■  bftge,  a  turnip,  or  an  ear  of  wheat.  If  we 
•  mix  with  the  food  of  fowls  a  sufficient 

2"  nantitj  of  egg-shells  or  chalk,  which 
iey  eat  greedily,  they  will  lay  many 
'  1  more  eggs  than  before.  A  well-fed  fowl 
! ;  is  disposed  to  lay  a  vast  number  of  eggs, 
ii  but  cannot  do  so  without  the  materials  for 
the  shells,  however  nourishing  in  other 
respects  her  food  may  be.  A  fowl,  with 
the  best  will  in  the  world,  not  finding  any 
lime  in  the  soil,  nor  mortar,  from  walls, 
nor  calcareous  matter  in  her  food,  is  inca- 
pacitated from  laying  any  eggs  at  all. 
Let  fanners  lay  such  tacts  as  these,  which 
are  matters  of  common  observation,  to 
heart,  and  transfer  the  analogy,  ^s  they 
may  do,  to  the  habits  of  plants,  which  are 
as  teuly  alive,  and  answer  as  closely  to 
every  injudicious  treatment,  as  their  own 
horse." 


Onions. 

Scarcely  too  much  can  be  said  in 
praise  of  onions  for  fowls.  They  seem  to 
be  a  preventive  and  remedy  for  various 
diseases  to  which  domestic  poultry  is 
liable.  Having  frequently  tested  their 
excellencies,  we  can  speaK  understand- 
ingly.  For  gapes  and  inflammation  of  the 
throat,  eyes,  and  head,  onions  are  almost 
a  specific.  We  would  recommend  nving 
fowls,  and  especially  the  young  chicks,  as 
many  as  they  will  eat,  as  often  as  twice  or 
three  limes  a  week.  They  should  be 
finelv  chopped.  A  small  addition  of  com 
meal  is  an  improvement. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  will  give 
the  following  from  a  little  work  which 
every  one  should  read : — 

•*lMPOBTAN0E     OF     THE     OnION. — ^TllC 

onion  is  worthy  of  notice  as  an  extensive 
article  of  consumption  in  this  country.  It 
is  laraely  cultivated  at  home,  and  is  im- 
I  ported,  to  the  extent  of  seven  or  eight 
I  hundred  tons  a  year,  from  Spain  and 
Portugad.      But   it  rises   in   importance 


when  we  consider  that  in  these  latter 
countries  it  forms  one  of  the  common  and 
universal  supports  of  life.  It. is  interest- 
ing, therefore,  to  know  that,  in  addition 
to  the  peculiar  flavour  which  first  recom- 
mends it,  the  onion  is  remarkably  nutri- 
tious. According  to  my  analysis,  the 
dried  onion  root  contains  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  per  cent,  of  gluten.  It  ranks,  in 
this  respect,  with  the  nutritious  pea  and 
the  gram  of  the  East.  It  isnot  merely  as 
a  relish,  therefore,  that  the  wayfaring 
Spaniard  eats  his  onion  with  his  humble 
crust  of  bread,  as  he  sits  by  the  refreshing 
spring ;  it  is  because  experience  has  long 

Erov^  that,  like  the  cheese  of  the  English 
kbourer,  it  helps  to  sustain  his  strength 
also,  and  adds,  beyond  what  its  bulk 
would  suggest,  to  the  amount  of  nourish- 
ment which  his  simple  meal  supplies."-^ 
ChemisCry  of  Common  Life. 


Many  Kinds  of  Fowls  on  the  same 
Space  objectionable. 

Thbbe  is  not,  perhaps,  a  more  uni- 
versally prevalent  failing  in  amateurs  of 
poultry,  m  these  days,  than  keeping  many 
varieties  of  fowls,  on  a  space  too  limited 
for  their  accommodation ;  whilst  this  error 
invariably  paves  the  way  for  the  intro- 
duction of  its  twin-bom  mistake — over- 
population. 

It  will  be  generally  found,  that  an 
amateur,  at  the  onset,  keeps  one  kind  of 
poultry  only,  such  being  from  natural 
impulse,  those  his  own  fancy  dictates  ;  his 
more  especial  attention  will  probably  be 
directed  to  their  proper  selection,  and  (not 
less  essential)  after  care. 

From  these  active  causes,  we  not  un- 
frequently  see  a  name,  hitherto  unknown, 
suddenly  heading  our  '*  prize  list,"  to  the 
no  smaU  gratification  of  the  successful  one, 
though  oftentimes  even  his  now  existent 
good-fortune  proves  a  very  stumbling- 
block  in  the  way  of  future  well-doing, 
simply  by  the  impress  of  the  phantom- 
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conyiction  on  his  mind,  that  the  present 
success  will  certainly  and  perfectly  he 
altogether  eclipsed,  hy  his  more  extended 
competition,  and  consequent  distinctions, 
at  future  exhibitions.  With  a  mind  thus 
prepossessed,  and  blinded  to  the  possi- 
bility of  error  by  the  intoxication  of  the 
moment,  it  is  most  probable  an  individual 
thus  situated  rushes  headlong  into  the 
pit-fall  so  on^nipresent  at  our  poultry 
exhibitions,  that  he  purchases  several 
of  the  prize  pens  (his  own  lucky  ones 
having  been  secured,  most  probably,  in  the 
mean  time,  by  "  claiming  them  and  pay- 
ing the  commission "),  and  he  then  takes 
all  to  premises  which,  though  perfectly 
commodious  for  his  own  original  favourites 
only,  become  literally  thronged  when 
his  new-comers  are  domiciled  along  with 
them. 

It  now  requires  no  logician  to  prove, 
no  seer  to  foretell,  the  inevitable  result ;  our 
friend  has  been  pursuing  a  "will-o'-the- 
wisp,"  the  self-created  phantom  of  his  own 
excited  ima&rination,  and  soon  iinds  (like 
all  the  treacnerous  members  of  this  notori- 
ous family),  it  has  but  lured  to  destruc- 
tion, not  only  his  future  hopes,  but  also 
proved  the  utter  downfall  of  lus  present 
enviable  position. 

Thus  cramped  for  accommodation,  but  at 
the  same  time  quite  unwilling  to  part  with 
specimens  of  poultry,  that  have  so  recently 
gained,  and  therefore,  to  his  mind,  must 
certainly  in  future  rivalries  still  maintain 
their  pre-eminence ;  his  only  resource  is  to 
literally  subdivide  the  (at  best  not  too 
large)  space,  hitherto  allotted  to  his  former 
birds  alone,  among  the  whole  of  his  now 
extended  stock.  From  tliis  unwarrantable 
and  thoughtless  act,  how  many  amateurs 
have  deplored  the  disappointments,  after- 
vexations,  and  regret,whichaless  covetous 
and  less  emulous  disposition  would  most 
assuredly  have  led  them  to  avoid ! 

The  foregoing  statement  will,  I  fear, 
appear  to  some  of  your  readers  the  very 
recital  of  their  own  misadventures ;  it  is 
not,  however,  intended  by  the  writer  to  be 
personal;  for  I  happen  to  know  this  is  now 


(or  has  been)  the  position  of  numbers  so 
ereat,  that,  were  t  desirous,  I  could  not 
individualize  them.  I  only  hope  to  point 
out  (beacon-like)  this  general  failing  to 
the  uninitiated  in  such  matters,  to  prevent 
in  them  its  reproduction,  and  the  thereby 
consequent  loss  and  annoyances  assuredly 
entailed. 

These  alterations  complete,  the  owner 
now  most  probably  plumes  himself  on 
his  own  skilful  arrangements ;  looks  with 
superlative  confidence  to  the  future  ;  and 
narrowly  calculates  prospective  advan- 
tages generally.  How  sad  a  change 
awaits  the  spirit  of  his  dream !  Fevered 
by  the  close  presence  of  antagonists,  per- 
chance for  a  brief  interval,  the  excitement 
of  rivalry  alone  keeps  up  appearances 
among  his  poultry ;  but  a  short  time  only- 
speeds  onward,  before  truly  outward  signs 
tell  the  approach  (though  hitherto  latent) 
of  fell  disease;  the  birds  lose  "condition," 
the  plumage  fails,  and  at  length  depopula- 
tion, the  never-varying  effort  of  nature 
under  such  adverse  circumstances,  at  once 
commences ;  the  weakest,  of  course,  being 
the  first  victims.  But  now  disease  has 
really  made  its  inroads,  the  experiences  of 
many  an  amateur  will  suggest  the  end, — 
*'  Who  dare  even  now  attempt  to  foretell 
the  ultimate  results?" — ^butthe  issue  (like 
the  motive  cause)  of  all  this  grievous  dis- 
aster is  somewhat  dependent  on  the  ap- 
pliances of  the  owner. 

If  (ill  the  fowls  are  still  retained  in  their 
present  position,  it  is  certain,  death  will 
lav  claim  to  the  majority  ;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  bulk  are  sent  away  to 
other  walks,  and  plain  and  effective  means 
at  once  adopted  to  cleanse  their  present 
habitation,  we  may  yet  hope  for  better 
things. 

Quick  lime  slacked,  and  whilst  hot  used 
as  whitewash,  is  one  of  the  most  read^  and 
useful  means  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
and  if  the  whole  of  the  fowls  could  be 
taken  away  for  a  few  weeks,  the  remedy 
would  be  yet  more  certain,  and  the  place 
more  surely  and  conveniently  disinfected. 

I  must,  however,  still  give  a  few  more 
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words  of  concluding  advice  to  those  for 
whose  benefit  this  contribution  is  more 
especially  intended.  If  you  have  already 
been  successful  on  a  small  scale,  pray 
continue  satisfied.  Let  not  exultation 
lead  you  into  error.  Cultivate  that  es- 
pecial variety  alone  by  which  your 
laurels  have  been  secured,  and  by  careful 
management  strive  hard  to  retain  those 
honours.  But  be  sure,  when  tempted  (as 
you  are  certain  to  be),  to  remember  the 
fable  of  the  dog  and  the  shadow.     E.  C. 


®lft  aito's  f ttttr-iinr. 


MOISTURB  GOOD  FOR  INCUBATION. 

Mr.  Editor, — ^Many  of  my  friends  who  are 
poultry  fanciers,  haying  complained  to  me  of  the 
great  loss  they  hare  sustained  this  sprine  from 
chickens  dying  in  the  shell  both  before  and  after 
they  had  chipped  from  weakness;  being  pretty 
well  assured  from  my  own  experience,  that  the 
very  dry  state  of  the  atmosphere  might  in  a  great 
measure  account  for  the  loss,  I  determined  to 
try  what  assistance  I  could  afford  to  nature  under 
the  drcamstances;  below,  I  try  to  forward  you 
the  result. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  15th  of  April, 
1  set  two  good-sized  Dorking  hens  as  follows  : 

No.  I. — On  a  boarded  floor,  with  a  fresh-cut 
sod  under  the  nest,  which  was  of  straw,  but 
before  putting  the  straw  I  saturated  the  sod  well 
with  water ;  this  hen  had  thirteen  eggs,  viz.,  six 
Brahma  Pootra  and  seven  Golden -pencilled 
Hambntgs.  On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the 
5th  inst.,  she  had  hatched  five  chickens,  viz., 
two  Brahmas  and  three  Hamburgs,  and  had  six 
eggs  chipped;  in  the  evenmg  the  six  were  all  out, 
the  remaining  two  eggs  were  bad. 

No.  II.— On  a  bride  floor  with  a  fresh-cnt  sod 
and  straw,  but  not  saturated  with  water;  this  hen 
also  had  thirteen  eggs,  viz.,  seven  Brahma 
Pootra  and  six  Grolden-pencilled  Hamburgs; 
during  sitting,  two  eggs  were  thrown  out  of  the 
nest,  leaving  eleven ;  on  Friday,  not  an  egg  was 
chipped.  On  Saturday  morning,  two  eggs 
chipped  Brahmas  and  two  Hamburgs,  they  were 
out  of  the  shell  in  the  afternoon,  and  four  more 
chipped ;  of  these,  two  hatched,  but  were  not  out 
till  Sunday  morning,  and  two  died  in  the  shell ;  of 
the  remaining,  one  had  a  dead  bird  in  it  and  two 
were  rotten.  Now  this,  I  think,  proves  the  ne- 
cessity there  is  for  a  certain  amount  of  moisture 


to  keep  the  egg  and  chick  in  a  healthy  state,  as 
the  eggs  that  bad  plenty  of  moisture  hatched 
the  day  before  they  were  due,  whilst  those  that 
were  not  so  moist  were  a  day  after,  and  not. 
near  such  strong,  healthy  chickens.  In  the 
hatching  of  game,  moisture  is  even  of  more 
moment  than  with  chickens,  and  ducks  under  a 
hen  in  a  dry  henhouse  seldom  come  to  amr  good. 
— Ever  yours,  K.-  W. 

[Our  correspondent's  account  reminds  us  of  a 
very  pretty  sitter,  who  once  occupied  a  corner 
of  a  manger  at  home.  A  sod  was  placed  in  the 
comer  of  the  manger  and  well  watered;  the  hen 
was  a  bright  yellow  Cochin  China;  the  grasa 
enjoying  the  watering,  sprang  up  in  large  pale- 
green  blades  all  round  her,  and  she  and  the  grass 
formed  a  very  pretty  ne*/.— Ed.] 


FROM  "ZENAS. 

Mr.  Editor, — One  word  more.  I  was  ac- 
tuated bv  no  malevolent  motives  when  I  first 
addressed  you  on  the  subject  of  bought  eggs;  I 
spoke  of  simple  facts  in  mv  own  experience,  and 
with  the  (what  I  certainly  thought  rather  laudable 
than  otherwise)  object  of  warning  "verdant" 
purchasers  to  mind  what  and  of  whom  they 
bought:  if  my  warning  has  effected  any  good 
whatever  in  the  way  intended,  I  am  satisfied.  As 
has  been  stated  to  me  since  my  letter  appeared» 
"  it  would  be  positively  ridiculous  of  me  to  sup- 
pose that  I  alone  had  been  selected  as  a  victim," 
and  I  therefore  concluded  that  others  too  could 
tell  of  hopes  and  dreams  of  prize  chickens,  from 
"first-rate  buff'  and  white  Cochins,  and  real 
white-faced  black  Spanish  fowls'  eggs,"  being 
sadly  dispelled  at  hatching  time,  not  alone  in  the 
number  produced,  but  the  worthless  character  of 
the  chickens  themselves;  that  my  conclusions 
were  not  without .  foundation,  is  evidenced  by 
several  other  of  your  correspondents.  It  is  a 
remarkable  thing,  that  people  arguing  from  the 
very  same  data  sometimes  arrive  at  totally  dif- 
ferent conclusions,  so  it  is  with  myself  and  your 
correspondent,  who  this  week  states  that  he 
thinks  that  I  must  consider  m^  strictures  on  egg- 
sellers  were  premature.  I  thmk  nothing  of  the 
kind,  and  I  leave  your  readers  to  draw  their  own 
conclusions ;  after  having  heard  what  each  party 
has  said  on  the  subject  as  to  the  correctness  or 
otherwise  of  my  view  of  the  matter.  People  so 
well  known  in  the  poultry  world  as  Mr.  Fairlie 
and  *•  W.  C.  G.,"  are  not  likely  to  be  victimised^ 
because  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  deception 
with  them,  at  any  rate  in  the  quality  of  the  stock 
which  the  bought  eggs  would  produce ;  but  those 
like  mjself,  quite  unknown,  often  have  to  pay 
for  their  whistles,  and  dearly  enough  too,  though 
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we  certainly  get  a  little  experience.  I  would  only 
say  further  to  '' W.  C.  6.,"  that  sneers  are  not 
arguments,  and  that  however  "  miserable "  my 
attempts  may  have  been,  I  have  now  upwards 
of  120  chickens,  all,  with  two  exceptions, 
from  home-produced  eggs,  and  that  it  would  be 
a  very  marvellous  circumstance  indeed  if  any 
attempts  of  mine  could  produce  feathered-legged 
Spanish  from  thorough-bred  white- faced  birds, 
or  half-bred  Spanish  from  real  buff  Ck>chins,  to 
say  nothing  of  Cochins  quite  unfeathered,  from 
well  and  heavily  feathered  and  booted  stock.  I 
must  now  leave  the  subject,  and  beg  to  thank 
you  for  your  courtesy  in  the  matter.     Zenas. 


were  very  partially  feathered,  or  altogether  dean- 


BRAHMA  POOTRAS. 

Sir,— So  many  errors  are  now  brought  into 
requisition  to  supply  the  declining  glimmer  of 
the  Brahma  lustre,  now  nearly  extinct,  that  it 
will  require  but  few  words  to  convince  the  un- 
prejudiced of  your  readers  that  these  birds  have 
no  more  claim  to  originality  as  a  distinct  breed 
than  I  have  to  the  crown  of  England.  To  proceed 
serialitn,  in  your  last  number  *'B.  P."  asks  how 
was  it  that  no  Brahmas  were  imported  among  the 
Cochins  during  the  mania  ?  w  by,  the  reason  is 
manifest,  that  as  other  colours  were  then  in  the 
fashion,  and  more  sought  after,  thev  would  be 
the  kind  to  which  the  preference  would  be  shown, 
and  for  which  most  money  would  be  obtained, 
and  accordingly  this  preference  for  importing 
bufifs  is  soon  accounted  for,  as  the  fancy  were 
then  as  eager  for  buffs  as  they  lately  were  for 

KBys,  and  consequently  the  greys  were  left 
lund ;  but  it  is  not  the  case  that  no  Brahmas 
were  then  brought  over  with  the  Cochins,  the 
fact  being  that  I  know  several  were  then  and  so 
introduced ;  but  as  no  one  would  then  boy  them, 
they  were  unnoticed  and  left  to  blush  unseen. 

"  B.  P.  *'  next  asks  if  the  advocates  of  the 
Shanghae  opinion  >ill  tell  him  they  ever  bred 
their  buffs,  cinnamons,  and  grouse  with  pea 
combs.  I  answer,  Yes,  and  have  seen  number- 
less instances  of  every  variety  in  the  shape  of  the 
comb  being  obtained  when  they  were  manu- 
fiMtured  of  the  same  compound  as  most  of 
these  Brahmas  are,  viz.,  with  Malays  and  Dor- 
kings, and  doubtless  most  of  your  readers  are  too 
well  aware  of  the  circumstance  to  doubt  it  for 
one  moment — a  pea-combed  Brahma,  it  is  true, 
might  not  be  a  Shanghae,  but  that  it  is  a  half- 
bred  one  is  true. 

"  B.  P."  must  indeed  have  been  fortunate  tohave 
bred  above  one  hundred  Brahmas  without  having 
any  with  unfeathered  legs.  I  suppose  some  had 
feathers  sufficient  to  swear  by,  and  no  more,  for 
oat  of  the  thousands  I  have  seen,  at  least  one-half 


V« 


in  the  next  place,  the  same  correspondent 
speaks  of  "  Non  Exhibitor"  being  woefully  mis- 
taken in  saying  the  American  birds  are  crossed 
with  Malays,  as  no  mixture  is  so  easily  detected. 
I  am  quite  of  this  latter  opinion  with  *'  B.  P.,"  and 
in  consequence  I  feel  sure  that  it  is  Malays 
with  which  these  Brahmas  (as  they  call  them) 
are  crossed,  and  am  borne  out  in  it  by  the  very 
remarks  he  calls  attention  to;  these  Brahmas 
have  large  tails,  Malay  heads,  eyes,  beaks,  and 
combs,  long  legs,  and  their  other  characteristics; 
but  I  have  yet  to  know  that  Malays  are  small- 
bodied— they  are  close  feathered,  shaped  like  a 
bullock's  heart,  and  large. 

"  Rusticas"  next  flies  to  the  rescue,  and  in- 
Quires  if  the  first  Brahmas  did  not  come  from 
America.  Can  he  be  sincere  with  such  a  ques- 
tion, when  it  is  so  well  known  that  they  did  not, 
and  that  Mr.  Stainton  had  lots  of  them  in  1851 
from  China  ?  Your  readers  will  not  consent  to 
have  dust  thrown  in  their  eyes  in  this  way,  when 
they  are  warned  of  its  coming,  and  T  fully  esta- 
blished this  fact  in  a  correspondence  on  this 
question  in  the  "  Cottage  Gardener." 

Thank  goodness  that  we  all  agree  that  thev  are 
not  Cochins,  is  the  next  hope  "  Rusticus'  in- 
dulges in;  but  the  only  agreement  at  present  in 
this  case  is  to  differ,  for  everybody  knows  a  pure 
grey  Shanehae,  or  Brahma  Pootra,  is  a  pure 
Cochin,  and  any  departure  from  the  true  Cochin 
type  is  so  much  in  favour  of  their  being  a  cross. 

The  tottering  fabric  is  almost  down — ^it  was 
only  built  upon  sand  in  the  first  instance,  and 
a  few  more  assaults,  provoked  by  such  discharges 
as  in  your  last  number,  wiU  consign  these 
Brahmas  amongst  the  things  that  were. 

C.  H.  B. 


MT  COCHTK  CHINAS.— NO.  II. 

Sir,— Thanks  to  "A.  G.  H."  for  adopting  my 
suggestion,  and  giving  a  description  of  Black 
Spanish.  If  other  fonciers  would  give  their  expe- 
rience as  regards  other  varieties,  it  would  no  | 
doubt  be  acceptable  to  your  readers ;  but  what  I 
apprehend  is  wanted  by  amateurs  is,  as  well  as  I 
an  account  of  the  points  of  the  different  breeds  , 
of  poultry,  their  actual  qualities  as  layers,  sit- 
ters, mothers,  &c.;  whether  hardy  or  difficult  to 
rear ;  what  sort  of  birds  for  the  table ;  in  fact, 
their  whole  domestic  history;  the  various 
methods  of  feeding,  and  its  results.  To  dealers 
this  would  no  doubt  be  superfluous;  but  as  your 
useful  periodical  is  for  the  information  and  in- 
struction of  amateurs,  they  would  appreciate  it. 
I  am  sorry  *'  Gallus"  does  not  find  his  Cochins 
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prove  good  mothers, — mine  banog  tarned  out 
well  in  every  particular. 

At  the  risk  of  being  deemed  tedious,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  bringing  the  account  of  my  Cochins 
in  No.  6  up  to  the  present  time. 

April  19.  Sat  the  Red  Hen  on  15  eggs,  she 
having  laid  60  eges. 

April  26.  Sat  Partridge  Hen  on  15  eggs,  having 
laid  35  eggs  since  brinnng  up  first  brood. 

April  26.  Sat  Buff  Hen  on  15  eggs,  having  laid 
25  eggs  since  bringing  up  first  brood. 

Map  1.  Sat  Cinnamon  Hen  on  15  eggs,  having 
laid  20  eggs  since  bringing  up  first  brood. 

You  will  see  I  have  60  eggs  under  four  hens, 
the  result  will  prove  the  wisdom  of  sitting  a  hen 
on  so  many  eggs  as  15. 

I  am  glad  to  see  your  correspondent,  "  E.  W." 
agrees  with  me  in  thinldog  Cochins  the  best 
variety  for  general  purposes,  not  even  excepting 
the  Brahma  Pootra.  The  method  adopted  by 
"  H.  H."  in  curing  apparently  lifeless  chicks  is 
new  to  me,  and  no  doubt  to  many  others,  and  I 
will  not  fail  to  try  it,  should  any  of  my  chicks 
become  half  dead ;  although,  I  must  say,  I  have 
not  much  faith  in  the  experiment. 

The  superiority  of  Cochins  over  Dorkings  as 
layers  is  convincingly  proved  in  page  221,  by 
«  J.  S.  B." 

Hoping  to  be  supplied  more  regularly  with  the 
"  Chronicle"  for  the  future, 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 
"  GU8." 


SGGS   PRODUCING  COCKERELS  OR  PULLETS. 

Mr.  Editor, — Trusting  to  your  kindness  in 
offering  your  pages  as  a  medium  for  all  sorts  of 
mquiries  and  information  concerning  poultry 
matters,  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to  you,  in 
hopes  that  either  you  or  some  of  my  fellow- 
readers  may  be  able  to  enlighten  me  on  a  point, 
whidi  has  been  a  matter  of  tome  little  specu- 
lation to  me.  Mr.  Richardson,  who  Writes  that 
useful  little  work  on  poultry  that  we  see  about 
at  the  railway  stations,  mentloos  a  notion,  which 
he  says  hfaltely  entertained  by  some  people  con- 
cerning the  possibility  of  discovering  the  sex  of 
the  chicken  in  the  egg,  by  the  position  of  the 
air-bladder  at  the  blunt  end  of  it.  Wishing  to 
try  the  experiment  for  curiosity's  sake,  towards 
the  end  of  last  September,  I  set  under  a  Cochin 
hen  nine  eggs,  which  promised  to  produce  hen 
duckens  according  to  this  rule,  and  four  which 
promised  to  be  cocks.  The  whole  thirteen  were 
hatched  out,  and  [subsequently  appeared  to  be 
cocks  and  hens  as  I  had  predicted.  Now, 
although  this  does  not  of  course  prove  the  old 
theory  to  be  right,  and  another  experiment  might 


turn  out  quite  differently,  still  it  was  enough  to 
make  me  wonder  what  could  have  been  the 
reason  that  Mr.  Richardson  so  peremptorily  dis- 
misses the  notion.  Reasons,  I  have  no  doubt, 
there  are,  but,  as  I  said  at  the  beginning  of  my 
letter,  I  only  write  for  information, — vtnderstand, 
I  do  not  write  to  criticise  Mr.  Richardson's  book. 
Should  you,  therefore,  be  able  to  give  me  any 
information,  you  greatly  oblige  your  constant 
reader.  Live  and  Learn. 

[Will  any  of  our  readers,  who  may  have  tried 
the  same  experiment  as  "Live  and  Learn," 
oblige  us  with  the  result  ? — Ed.] 


THE  YITALITT  IN  BOOS. 

Sir,— Among  many  things  which  I  have  read 
with  interest  and  profitin  different  publications  are 
examples  of  the  retentive  vitality  of  eggs  during 
the  period  of  the  hen's  incubation,  but  I  was  never 
more  struck  with  the  oircumstilnce  than  I  have 
been  by  my  own  experience  during  the  last  month, 
and  as  it  may,  perhaps,  prove  useful  information 
to  the  readers  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle,"  I 
trespass  a  little  upon  its  valuable  space. 

On  April  4th,  I  set  a  favourite  hen  upon 
thirteen  choice  white  Shanghae  eggs ;  my  pet, 
although  an  excellent  sitter,  seemed  on  the 
eighteenth  day  after  sitting,  very  much  inclined 
to  leave  her  eggs,  and  as  I  found  she  was  unwell 
and  imparted  but  a  slight  degree  of  heat  to  her 
charge,  began  to  be  rather  fearful  of  the  conse- 
quences; she,  however  (although  she  came  off 
her  nest  about  every  hour),  on  the  26th  of  April, 
hatched  one  chick,  which  appeared  to  be  strong 
and  healthy.  I  took  the  bird  away  till  the  even- 
ing, when  1  replaced  it  under  her  again,  in  the 
first  place  ascertaininK  by  means  of  warm  water, 
that  every  egg  under  ner  (twelve)  had  in  it  a  live 
chicken ;  thus  my  anticipations  of  a  numerous 
brood  were  raised  to  the  tiptoe ;  but  no  sooner 
had  the  hen  obtained  her  chick  again  under  her, 
than  she  raised  herself  up  so  completely,  that  she 
scarcely  touched  the  eggs,  consequently  they 
were  in  the  morning  to  all  appearances  and 
"sensibilities"  stone  cold.  However,  I  did  not 
give  up  in  despair ;  but  when  I  found  that  in  the 
evening  she  had  been  off  continually  during  the 
whole  of  the  day,  and  the  eggs  had  retained  their 
morning's  "frigidity,"  my  hopes  respecting 
my  hatch  were  completely  destroyed;  and 
having  fortunately  anotner  Cochin  hen  broody, 
I  despairingly  put  the  cold  eggs  under  her,  when, 
to  my  utter  astonishment,  on  the  29th  of  April, 
four  days  after  their  proper  time,  from  the  twelve 
eggs  I  had  hatched  eight  beautiful  chicks,  which 
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{iromise  remarkably  well,  and  are  at  pre8eDt 
ooking  strong^  and  tbriying. 

It  is  a  singular  feature  in  this  instance,  that 
without  the  aid  of  any  outside  warmth,  the  eggs 
should  retain  sufficient  heat  to  keep  alive  for  so 
long  a  period  the  embryo  chickens,  without  in 
the  least  conducing  to  their  progress,  which  is 
proved  by  their  hatching  four  days  later  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  done. 

Trusting  these  remarks  may  prove  serviceable 
to  some  of  our  poultry  friends,  I  am.  Sir,  yours 
truly,  T.  B.  F. 

Braintree. 


BETTINO  HENS. 

'*  Will  your  lordships  allow  the  petition  to 
lay  on  the  table  ? 

"  Hens  lay,  brother. 

"  The  court  will  not  set  to-morrow. 

"  Hens  set,  my  lord." 

Who  has  not  beard  the  above  ?  and  it  is  said  to 
be  true.  I  believe,  Mr.  Editor,  the  last  answer 
is  perfectly  true :  I  think  hens  set.  I  am  sorry 
to  differ  from  all  the  authorities  you  have  quoted ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  tteat  your  research  so  lightly ; 
but  I  differ  from  yon.  I  cannot  quote  high  au- 
thorities ;  but  I  believe  sitting  and  setting  to  be 
two  distinct  acts.  The  human  being  alone  sits : 
it  is  an  attitude  that  belongs  to  none  of  the 
brute  creation.  Even  the  amusing  and  mocking 
monkey  does  not  sit.  If  one  is  put  near  a  chair, 
he  gets  into  it,  but  he  draws  his  legs  under  him. 
A  man  very  much  fatigued  sits  down :  an  animal 
lies  at  full  length.  To  sit,  implies  to  rest  the 
body,  by  affording  the  bulky  and  heavy  part  a 
support,  while  all  tension  and  effort  is  t<ken  from 
the  legs,  although  the  feet  are  on  the  ground. 

If  a  ben  sits,  we  must  have  a  box  made  per- 
forated to  allow  her  legs  to  pass  through,  while 
the  eggs  shall  be  on  a  board,  on  which  her  body 
shall  fit.  We  shall  then  succeed  in  justifying  (in 
my  opinion)  the  use  of  the  word.  The  only 
foundation  I  can  find  for  the  alteration  is,  that  it 
is  vulgar  to  ask  a  friend  to  set  down,  but  it  need 
not  be  so  to  set  a  hen.  Fancy  now,  that  poultry 
forms  part  of  everybody's  *  letters,  a  newly- 
fledged  French  scholar  writing  from  school  to  his 
mother,  displaying  bis  lore,  and  asking  in  his 
letter,  Combien  de  set  poulea  8ont  assises  ?  This 
would  be  the  effect  of  looking  for  '*  sit"  in  the 
dictionary. 

Sporting  gentlemen  must  now  be  good  enough  to 
take  sitters  when  they  go  shooting.  If  a  hen  sits 
when  she  crouches  or  squats  on  eggs,  so  does  the 
dog  when  he  lies  down  before  his  game.  To  sit, 
is  to  take  a  seat.  As  my  employment  is  to  do  so 
ail  day,  I  sign  myself  Ssdsntaby. 


ON  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  BATS. 

Mr.  Editor,— I  regret  being  compelled  so  soon 
to  nullify  "Salvia's"  statement,  that  "rats  will 
not  visit  premises  where  there  are  guinea-pigs;" 
but,  as  "facts  are  stubborn  things/'  I  will  just 
relate  oniB,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  be 
inclined  to  think  that  they  have  at  last  found  a 
way  to  terrify  these  pests.  A  few  years  since, 
being  greatly  annoyed  by  rats,  and  having  been 
assured  that  the  noise  and  smell  of  guinea-pigs 
would  cause  them  to  decamp,  I  placed  a  hutch 
containing  five  guinea-pigs  in  one  of  their  prin- 
cipal haunts.  For  a  few  days  I  flattered  myself 
the  experiment  answered ;  but  within  a  fortnight 
after,  on  going  to  the  hutch,  I  observed  two  full- 
grown  rats  make  their  exit  by  means  of  a  hole 
they  had  gnawed  in  the  bottom  of  the  box,  and 
they  were  afterwards  seen  to  eat  out  of  the  very 
dish  in  which  oats  were  placed  for  the  guinea- 
pigs.  I  wish,  for  mv  own  sake,  that  f  could 
"  ra/ify  "  "  Salvia's  "  account  $  but  after  such  a 
proof,  you  will  not  wonder  that  you  are  now 
troubled  by  W.  P. 

P.  S.— William  Kidd  gave  most  ample  direc- 
tions for  the  destruction  of  rats  with  phosphorus : 
but  after  having  spoiled  a  new  pair  of  "inex- 
pressibles," damaged  an  "  optic/'  and  killed  no 
foes,  I  consider  myself  beat.  Have  others  been 
more  successful? 

[We  heartily  wish  guinea-pin  proved  as  useful 
to  all  as  they  did  to  "  Salvia.''^  A  rat  (a  veteran 
we  know,  bv  the  extent  of  his  depredations)  has 
just  established  a  dwelling  with  the  entrance  in 
our  larder  (we  are  much  obliged  to  him  for  pre- 
ferring that  to  the  house  where  the  Brahma  chicks 
sleep).  The  gentleman's  entrance-hall  was  filled 
^th  hot  tar,  but  by  the  next  morning  he  had 
opened  it  again.— Ed.] 


A  FEW  QUESTIONS  CONCERNING  POULTRT. 

Mr.  Editor, — I  have  read  with  much  interest 
your  remarks  on  the  breeding  and  rearing  of  eariy 
chickens  for  the  London  market.  I  have  mat 
facilities  for  doing  so,  and  wherever  I  nave 
attempted  earl^  chickens,  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful, even  with  Dorkings.  There  are,  how- 
ever, several  points  on  which  I  feel  desirous  of 
information,  and  I  venture  to  hope  I  may  obtain 
it  through  your  useful  pnblieation. 

I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the  earliest  time 
at  which  there  is  a  demand  in  Leadenhall-market 
for  spring  chickens. 

At  what  age  (or  weight)  are  they  preferred  ? 

Are  they  fatted  (crammed),  or  sold  as  they  are  ? 

How  should  they  be  prepared?— trussed  ?  or 
only  deaned  and  picked  ? 
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Would  a  Dorking  hen,  nine  or  twelve  months 
old,  be  saleable  if  fatted  ?  and  at  what  price  ? 

How  old  are  the  "fowls"  mentioned  in  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle"  as  selling  at  from  six  to 
eight  shillings  each  ? 

w  hat  is  Uieir  weight  ?    I  do  not  know  where 
"  Newton-house  Poultrjr-yard "  is,  bat  I  think 
Mr.  Ware  may  feel  indmed  to  answer  these 
laestions,    should    he  see   them. — I   remain. 
Editor,  yours  obediently, 

A  Farmer's  Wifr. 
Warwickshire,  10th  May. 

J  [Our  correspondent  will  find  a  portion  of  the 
ormation  sherequests  in  a  most  practical  P&per, 
written  by  our  excellent  contributor  "  n.  K.'' 
"A  Word  to  our  Irish  Friends,"  page  14  of  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle."  We  are  sure  he,  and  no 
doubt  others  of  our  valued  correspondents,  will 
her  with  further  information. — Ed.] 


Ife 


POULTRY  WORKS. 

Sib, — May  I  ask  the  'opinion  of  some  of  the 

numerous  readers  of  your  "  Poultry  Chronicle," 

which  is  the  best  written  and  published  work 

upon  domestic  poultry  at  the  present  time,  as  to 

the  different  kmds  now  known  in  this  country, 

fally  describing  them  in  every  respect,  and  the 

I  best  mode  of  management,  and  any  other  in- 

I  formation  resnecting   them   that   ought  to  be 

I  known  or  studied  by  an  amateur ;  by  allowing 

me  to  do  this,  you  will  Tery  much  oblige  a 

Chronicle  Subscriber. 
;     April  28, 1854. 


The  following  has  been  related  to  me 
by  the  owner  of  the  perpetrator  of  the 
deed.  A  cat  was  worrying,  more  9U0y  a 
mouse  in  the  poultry-yard  of  a  gentleman 
residing  near  l^lymouth,  at  the  time  when 
a  maid-servant  was  feeding  the  poultry. 
A  Polish  cock,  disapproving  of  tnis  tan- 
talizing process,  with  a  spirit  worthy  of 
the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Animals,  watched  his  opportunity, 
and  suddenly  snapping  up  the  locomotive 
morsel,  bolted  it,  to  the  joint-stock  asto- 
pbhment  of  servant^  cat,  and  mouse.  So 
immediate  and  unhesitating  was  the  act  of 
deglutition,  that  the  captive  was  seen  to 
move  in  the  crop  of  the  hu:^*^^ Poultry 
PtnUUoffue. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  an 
American  paper,  and  even  if  the  hen  took 
the  year  round  to  do  the  work  named,  it 
is  no  small  degree  of  productiveness  for 
one  little  creature :-~ 

An  awful  Hen  Stort. — A  man  named 
Andrew  Roggy  claims,  in  the  Washing- 
ton County  Post,  to  have  a  Shangae  hen 
that  laid  160  eggs,  and  hatched  and  raised 
three  broods  of  chickens,  between  the  20th 
of  January  and  the  1st  of  November,  1853. 
This  would  embrace  a  period  of  284  days. 
Now  let  us  figure : — 
To  lav  150  eggs  would  require 

at  least     -------  150  days. 

The  sittings  would  be     -    -    -    63     „ 
A  hen  cannot  be  said  to  raise  a 

hrood  of  chickens  in  less  than 

30  days,  but  we  will  say  25   -    75     „ 

288     „ 


We  beg  leave  to  doubt  the  veracity  of 
Mr.  Roggy's  figures.  We  think  it  would 
be  safe  to  add  12  days  to  the  above  for  the 
time  requisite  to  lay  150  eggs. 


f 0  Cjofmsjimlrtttts. 

W,  H,  C,  in  reply  to  "  C.  H.  B.,"  considers 
that  he  can  prove  that  most  poultry  breeders  and 
exhibitors  are  dealers,  and  gives  authorities  for 
reckoning  all  who  trade  in  a  particular  commo- 
dity to  be  dealers. 

Gu8  regrets  that,  in  consequence  of  the  ne^f- 
ligence  of  his  news-agent,  in  not  getting  him 
the* 'Poultry  Chronicle"  regulurly,  he  has  not 
sooner  answered  "J.  L."  and  "Bessie."  He 
writes,  "  I  purchase  my  pollard,— thirds,  or  top- 
pings, as  it  seems  to  be  indiscriminately  called 
here, — of  Wallace,  com -dealer,  Twickenham, 
at  28.  the  bushel,  weighing  24  lbs.  My  poultry 
thrive  weU  on  it,  mizecTwith  the  refuse  from  the 
house." 

B,  C — Old  Hamburg  hens  frequently  moult 
lighter  after  the  third  year.  We  consider  them 
old  at  three  or  four  years.  They  are  still  good 
to  breed  from,  but  younger  birds  are  preferable. 
All  great  producers  wear  out  early. 

C.  B,  /f.  — There  is  little  doubt  the  cock, 
whose  case  you  describe,  was  over-fed  with  stimu- 
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latiog  food,  probably  meat,  when  young.  We  do 
not  think  him  incurable.  Let  him  .ha^e  a  good 
grass  run.  Give  him  every  third  day  a  table- 
spoonful  of  castor  oil  for  nine  days.  Feed,  and  if 
necessary,  cram  him  morning  and  evening  with 
oatmeal  mixed  with  new  milk.  Every  two  hours 
give  him  egg  boiled  hard  and  chopped  fine. 
Whenever  he  will  pick  it,  let  him  have  stale 
crusts  soaked  in  strong  old  ale.  Much  benefit 
may  be  derived  from  "  Baily's  condition  pills." 

Alpha  would  be  much  obliged  to  any  reader 
who  could  tell  him  how  to  effect  a  cure  in  a 
Shanghae  hen,  which,  after  sitting  and  bringing 
out  a  brood  of  chickens,  has  lost  the  use  of  her 
legs. — If  it  is  cramp,  the  hen  should  be  kept 
warm,  and  may  soon  recover ;  but  if  it  is  para- 
lysis, we  should  S}e  very  doubtful  of  her.  An 
occasional  dose  of  castor  oil  might  be  beneficial, 
but  as  she  is  already  in  pooft  eonditioo  her 
strength  must  be  kept  up.  *'  Alpha"  ako  men- 
tions that  amateurs  need  not  think  too  much  of 
the  colour  of  Cochin  chickens  when  first  hatched, 
as  he  has  known  dark- brown  chickens  turn  out 
black,  partridge,  dark-necked  buff,  and  even 
clear-necked  buff  birds  when  fledged.  Also 
canary  coloured  chickens  to  turn  out  light  buff 
and  dark-necked  cinnamon,  and  yellow  chickens 
to  turn  out  white,  light  buff,  dark-necked  hfXff, 
and  partridge  colour. 

To  P,  B.—We  will  insert  the  letter  next  time, 
and  also  reply  to  the  question,  as  we  have  not 
been  able  to  get  the  necessary  information  for 
the  present  week. 

H.  H,  8,  wishes  to  know  if  there  is  such  a 
society  as  the  "  Columbarian,''  and  to  whom  he 
can  apply  to  obtain  full  partictilars  concerning 
it. — We  are  sorry  we  do  not  possess  this  informa- 
tion, but  we  hope  some  of  oar  readers  may  be 
able  to  give  it.  In  reply  to  the  second  query,  we 
believe  nothing  has  at  present  been  8ettled.-*<>ur 
correspondent  writes,  in  conclusion,  '*  I  am  sure 
all  pigeon  fanciers  will  concur  with  me  in  thank- 
ing '  B.  P.  B.'  for  his  excellent  articles." 

^(Xopi^ida.— It  will  always  be  our  endeavour  to 
consult  the  convenience  of  our  readers;  at  the 
request  of  several  of  them,  we  had  great  pleaeure 
in  adding  the  weekly  table  of  contents.  We  aiiB 
much  flattered  by  our  correspondent's  a^^p^e- 
tation  that  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle*'  tn a  volume 
will  become  a  "  useful  book  of  reference,"  and 
shall  give  fiiir  consideration  to  the  advioa  vkich 
he  so  kindly  offers  respecting  a  copious  index  to 
each  volume. 

An  Inquirer, —Vfe  have  been  informed  by  our 
correspondent,  signing  kimself  '*  GUme  Code,'' 
that  the  South  Devon  Railway  Company  will 
convey  the  birds  free  which  aie  lor  exhibiae».iA 
the  Devon  and  Cornwall  poultry  show. 

Q.  r.,  Baeton.—Wt  shaU  bepU§mA.t9r9msam 


articles,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  points  and 
qualities  of  various  fowls.  Your  suggestion  shall 
receive  attention. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  *'  Country  Gentlenum." 
—It  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  make  the  pro- 
posed exchange. 

What  if  a  Dealer  /—After  the  letter  on  tUs 
subject,  sigiled  '*  C.  H.  B.,"  was  in  print,  we  re- 
ceived one  from  a  Dublin  correspondent,  in  which 
the  sentiments  were  so  similar  that  we  regretted 
we  could  not  give  space  to  both.  "  Salvia"  con- 
siders it  probable  that  "  C.  H.  B."  failed  to 
frighten  away  rats  with  eninea  pigs,  from  making 
the  attempt  with  one  oaly.  When  there  are  two 
together  they  make  much  more  noise,  and  when 
in  a  confined  space  it  adds  to  their  squeaking 
inclinatioo.  He  mentions  that  a  neighbour  has 
tried  the  experiment  with  success,  and  suggests 
that  the  rats  may  fbacy  the  music  proceeds  from 
ferrets  (their  mortal  enemies),  and  so  desire  to 
be  off  from  their  company  as  soon  as  possible. 


^Wttismtnii. 


EGOS  FOR  SITTING,  ofthe  choicest  Varie- 
ties. Most  of  the  birds  hiave  taken  Prizes 
at  Winchester,  Southampton,  Surrey  Gardens, 
and  Salisbury  Exhibitions. 

Black  and  White  Cochins,  White  Polands,  and 
Ptarmigans,  2ls.  per  dozen. 
Pure  Buff  Cochins,  15s.  per  dozen. 
Post-offioeorderspay  ableto  Fredbric  Flight, 
72,  High-street,  Winchester. 

COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.  Hebbteth- 
waite,  of  the  Castle,  Knaresborough,  has 
now  for  SALE,  two  BUFF  COCKS  and  PUL- 
LETS. The  male  birds  hme  tdceo  prises  at 
York,  Lewes,  Huddersfield,  and  HowdeUj  and 
the  Pullets  are  highly  commended. 

Address  to  )Cr.  Hebblbthwaite,  the  Castle, 
Knaresborough. 

A  PEN  ef  WHITS  COCHIN  CHINA 
FOWLS  for  SALE,  eoosisting  of  a  Cock 
and  two  Hei^,  all  last  year's  birds,  and  of  first- 
rate  quality.  They  were  selected  with  great  care 
for  the  purpose  of  Exhibition  by  the  present 
owner,  and  ane  parted  wilih  under  peculiar  drcum- 
stanoes.— Apply  to  G.  T.  H.,  by  letter  only,  post- 

eiid,  to  be  addreeeed  to  the  Offiesof  the  *'  Poator 
hronicle,"  York^Btreet»  Coveat-gardan. 


E 


GGS  from  splendid  imported  BRAHMAS 
and  Prize  DORKINGS,  Is.  each.— Anply  to 
the  PouLTRTMAN,  Abiugtou  Rectory,  North- 
ampton. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


275 


I  riOCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.PuNCHARD, 
'  \J  of  Blunt's  Hall,  near  Haverhill.  Suffolk, 
disposes  of  ^ggs  from  his  Baff,  and  also  from  his 
original  Partridge-coloured,  Birds,  price  Is.  each, 
and  Is.  for  package. — Applications  for  either, 
variety  will  be  supplied  in  the  order  received. 

T1G6S  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
'  II  BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
,  Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam, and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Daily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
'  and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.    Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3s.  4d. 

Baily's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
173.  6d. ;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
13s.  6d.     Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Baily,  28. ;  by  post,  28.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 


SPANISH  and  DORKING  FOWLS.-Ci^»t. 
Hornby  having  transferred  bis  whole  Stock 
of  celebrated  Poultry  to  Mr.  H.D.  Davibs,  of 
Spring  Grove,  Hounslow,  a  portion  (for  wwit  of 
space}  is  for  Sale. 


pHEVELBY  PARK,  NEWMARKET<-Johk 
V  Fairlib,  Esq.,  oan  supply  EGGS  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  at  21t.  per  dozen  from 
the  following  prize  birds: — Buff,  Partridge, 
White  and  Black  Cochins,  Brabma  Pootras, 
Dorkings,  and  Scotch  Dumpies. 


M" 


R.  FISHER  HOBBS  has  EGGS  for  SALE 
from  his  Prize  Dorking  Fowls,  at  58.  each, 
package  included.  Also  a  Ifew  Goiden-pencilled 
Hamburg  Eggs,  from  his  birds  that  took  First 
and  Second  Prizes,  at  Is.  6d.  each.  A  few  Dor- 
king Cocks,  fellows  to  the  prize  birds,  for  Sale. — 
Apply  at  Bozted-lodge,  Colchester. 


BRAHMA   POOTBA   FOWLS.-~Mr.  J.  8. 
Brand  will  dispose  of  two  or  three  of  his 
magnificent  imported  Birds,  which  are  perfectly 
correct  in  plumage.   Also,  a  few  BGGrS  from  the 
I  above.— Great  Yarmouth,  May,  1854. 

GUINEA  FOWLS^  EGGS.  10s.  the  hatch  of 
twenty-one,  from  the  same  stock  that  took 
the  first  prize  at  Norwich,  and  second  at  Bir- 
mingham. Dark  Grey  Dorkings,  lOs.  the  hatch, 
from  priae  birds.— W.  Copplk,  Sodcston,  Plres- 
cott,  Lancashire. 


VALE  OF  TAUNTON  DEANE 

HOTICULTURAL  &  FLORICULTURAL 

SOCIETY. 


THE    FIRST   EXHIBITION   of  the  above 

SOCIETY  will  be  held  in  the  VIVARY  ' 

PARK.    Taunton,    on    WEDNESDAY    and  ' 

THURSDAY,  the  2l8t  and  22nd  days  of  JUNE  i 
next.    Handsome    Prizes  will   be   awarded  to 
Nurserymen. 

The  Society  hare  resolved  to  hold  in  conjunc-  '• 
tion  with  the    same   a  GRAND   POULTRY 

EXHIBITION.    Upwards  of  Eighty  Prizes  will  , 

be  given.— Schedules  for  both  Exhibitions,  and  , 

all  farther  information  may  be  obtained  of  the  ' 

Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  John  Kingsbury,  10,  ; 

Hammet- street,  Taunton,  Somersetshire.  I 

EGGS  from  CAPT.  HORNBY's  celebrated 
Spanish  and  Dorking  Prize  Fowls  may  be 
had  on  application  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Davies,  Spring 
Grove,  Hounslow,  to  whom  Capt.  Hornby  has 
transferred  his  whole  stock. 

Spanish  . .   £4.  4s.  per  dozen. 

Dorking     ..         ..   £3. 3s.        „ 
Remittances  to  be  made  by  poatooffice  order, 
and  to  include  2s.  for  packing. 

PRIZE  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  White  SUk 
Cochins,  which  have  taken  four  first-class 
Prizes,  including  one  at  the  Great  Metropolitan 
Show,  128.  the  dozen.  A  few  first-class  Buff 
Cochins,  7s.  6d.  to  12s.  each,  chickens  of  birds 
which  took  three  Prizes ;  Eggs  from  ditto,  6s. 
per  dozen.  White-faced  Spanish  (chickens  of 
prize  birds).  78.  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  each ;  Eggs  from 
ditto,  68.  per  dozen.  Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  from 
birds  which  took  a  First  Prize,  £2.  2s.  per  dozen. 
One  pair  of  Brahmas  (First  Prize  Birds)  for  Sale, 
price  £15. 15s.— Apply  to  Mr.  Jambs  Barbbb, 
Great  Yarmouth. 

A  LADY  who  has  taken  Four  Prizes  in  the  last 
Season  for  BUENOS  AY  RES,  or  LABRA- 
DOR  BLACK  DUCKS,  will  have  a  few  Sittings 
to  part  with  during  this  month  and  next,  at  10s. 
per  set  of  thirteen,  quite  fresh  laid,  and  package 
mclnded.  Also,  some  Rouen  Duck  Ep^gs,  of  a 
very  large  breed,  at  7s.  6d.,  package  induded. 
Fine  speckled  or  Grey  Dorkings  (some  of  the 
hens  are  of  a  prize  breed)  at  8s.  the  set  of  thir- 
teen. A  young  Black  Buenos  Ayres  Duck  and 
Drake  to  be  disposed  of,— the  Duck  laying ,-— 
price  £1.  Is.  A  Black  Pole  Cockerel  and  Pallet^ 
with  good  white  top-knots,  price  £1.  5s.— Direct 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Bromwich,  Jun.,  Sutton  C<^d- 
field,  near  Birmingham. 
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•UTILUAM    DRAT     AND     CO.'S 
W     PATENT    WIRE      FENCING, 
strong  enoiigh  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and   close  enough    for    Dogs,    Rabbita, 
Poultry,  &c.    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2Jd.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address    William    Drat   and   Co., 
Agricultural   Implement   Manufacturers, 
Swan-lane,       Upper        Thames-street, 
London. 

PirmLLE  SPA,  CHELTENHAM. 

mHE  THIRD  Grand  Annual  Summer  EXHI- 
1    BITION  of  POULTRY  will  take  pUce  at 
the  above  magnificent  Establishment,  on  Wed- 
nesday  and  Thursday,  June  14th  and  I5th,  1854. 
—For  particulars  enclose  a  fully  directed  stamped 
envelope  to  Jbssof,  Bbothers,   Secretanes, 
The  Aviaries,  Cheltenham. 

TO  POULTRY  FANCIERS. 

TIGGS.— BUFF,    COCHIN,   and   SILYER- 
Xi  PENCILLED  HAMBURGS.-A  few  sit- 
tings   from   these    Birds   may   now   be   had: 
Cochins,  13s.  per  doaen;   Hamburga,  78.  per 

of  the  birds  that  obtained  the  first  prize  at  the 
Newcastle  Show,  1853.  Class  1.    The  Hamburgs 
took  the  first  prize  at  Newcastle,  April  20, 1854, 
Class  21.  Number  132.— Eggs  sent  on  receipt  of 
Post-oifice  order  addressed  to  Septimus  Young, 
Esq.,  North  Shields. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

rpANNED  GARDEN  NETTING    for    Pre- 
±     serving    Fruit-trees    from   Frost,    Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices:— 1  yard  wide,  1^.,  2 yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  Georob  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing.Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

riROGGON'S    PATENT    ASPHALTE 
\J    ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.    Can 
be  bid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.     Price  One  PbKnt  per 
BauARB  Foot.    Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication  to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2.  Dowgate- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supplv  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING  FELT,  and  INODOROUS   FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofii 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY-HOUSE.   £4. 
0    consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.    The  above  are 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  by 
any  ordinary  labourer.    Wire  work  from  6  to  15 
inches  wide,  6$d.  per  square  yard,  to  enclose 
poultry,  &c.— R.  Richardson,  21,  Tonbridge- 
plaoe.    New-road,    near    King's-cross.     N.B. 
Maker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants ;  drawings  of  21  Emi- 
grants'houses,  and  28  Summer-houses,  sent  free. 

Ybarlt  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 138.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  3s.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-oifice  order  to  Gborge 
Clements.  No.  1,  York-street,  Covent- garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed.— Latest   hour  for   Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholesale  Agente,  G.  Routlbdgb  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 

Loimov :  Printed  by  Oharucb  Wtmah.  at  the  Prlntiiit  Ofiee 
of  OCX  (Brotbeni  A  WYMAN.74  *  75,  Great  Qoeen^reat, 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Holmfirth  Agricnltaral  Society's  First  Spring 
8how  of  Poultry,  Pigeons,  and  Babbits,  Monday, 
May 29th.  Honorary  Secretary,  J.  Tinker,  Esq . , 
Holmfirth.  Entries  are  closed.  The  Society's 
Annual  Agricultural  Exhibition  will  take  place 
Avgost  25tb,  the  Schedules  of  which  will  be  ready 
on  the  29th  of  May. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  Society,  at  Bath, 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.  Director,  Jona- 
tlian  Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Finchley-road,  St. 
John's  Wood,  London.  Hon.  Sec,  H.  Spack- 
man,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.  Entries 
«reck)8ed. 

Cheltenham  Third  Annual  Summer  Exhibi- 
tion, at  the  Pittville  Spa,  June  14th  and  I5th. 
Secretaries,  the  Messrs.  Jessop,  Brothers,  The 
Aviaries,  Cheltenham.    Entries  close  June  3rd. 

West  Kent  Association,  at  Famingham,  Tues- 
day, June  20th,  and  following;  day.  Secretary, 
fiaptiste  Thomas,  Esq.  Entries  close  June  5th. 
^  Vale  of  Taunton  Deane  Horticultural  Society, 
in  the  Vivary  Park,  Taunton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  June  21st  and  22nd.  Honorary  Se- 
cretary, John  Kingsbury,  Esq.,  10,  Hammet- 
street,  Taunton.    Entries  close  June  13th. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Society,  June 
27th  and  28th.  Secretaries,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  Public 


Library,  Plymouth,  and  C.  Hancock,  E^q., 
Emma-place,  Stonehouse.  Entries  close  June 
12th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  close 
June  1st. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Conn  ties :  Thi  rd 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesdoy  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th.    The  Schedule  will  be  ready  soon. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Searefaries,  Messrs. T.Wootton  and  J.  D.  Muddi- 
roan.  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 
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Norfolk  and  Basteni  Counties'  Asaoeittion,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  I3th,  I4th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  dose 
January  1st. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretarier  and  Com- 
mitteei  of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  f»  with 
early  impreasions  of  the  Schedules,  These f  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  **  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead," 


The  capabilities  of  a  subject  are  never 
known  till  they  are  tested.  That  which 
seemed  most  limited  often  proves  nearly 
inexhaustible,  and  a  temporary  hobby 
becomes  a  delightful  pursuit.  We  have 
found  it  so  with  this  paper;  ourselves 
poultry  amateurs,  we  have,  through  it, 
formed  delightful  acquaintances,  we  hope 
we  may  say  valuable  friends.  We  have 
an  innocent,  cheerful,  and  healthy  recrea- 
tion in  tending  our  fowls.  But  nothing 
has  given  us  more  pleasure  than  the  com- 
munications which  pour  in  upon  us  from 
those  who  are  anxious  to  carry  out  our 
suggestions  for  making  poultry  the  means 
of  bettering  the  condition  of  labourers  in 
the  agricultural  districts.  We  earnestly 
beUeve  much  good  may  be  done  by  it,  and 
it  has  this  advantage,  that  it  affords  the 
means  to  agricultural  labourers  of  earning 
money,  and,  consequently,  not  only  of 
averting  poverty,  but  of  raising  them  in 


the  social  scale,  and  relieving  them  from 
the  slavish  dread  of  the  union,  which  en- 
genders either  prostration  or  recklessness, 
both  equally  lamentable. 

Whatever  may  be  the  end  of  the  present 
poultry  mania,  it  is  unquestionable  that 
the  demand  for  poultry  will  continue. 
Immense  numbers  of  fowls  are  being  ex- 
ported daily,  and  although  the  supply 
may  be  greatly  increased,  it  is  unequal  to 
the  demand. 

It  was  said,  years  ago,  that  when  rail- 
ways were  finished,  horses  and  oats  would 
be  unsaleable.  Every  one  knows  this  has 
not  been  the  case,  and  it  will  be  so  with 
poultry.  We  are  entirely  without  statis- 
tical returns  on  the  subject,  but  if  they 
were  compiled,  people  would  be  astonished 
at  the  great  consumption  both  of  eggs  and 
of  birds.  We  know  the  number  of  the 
former  that  is  importedy  but  we  have  no 
idea  how  many  are  sent  daily  from  Scot- 
land, and  from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  to  the  London  market.  Poultry, 
except  to  rich  people,  has  always  been  a 
luxury,  it  may  still  continue  so  during  a 
few  months  in  the  year  ;  but  there  is  no 
reason  why,  in  the  autumn  and  winter 
months,  it  should  not  be  within  reach  of 
those  whose  means  are  small.  It  can  be 
raised  at  little  expense,  and  sold  for  little 
money.  We  think  it  is  one  of  our  duties 
to  bring  these  facts  constantly  before  our 
readers  and  subscribers.  We  believe,  a 
horse  that  had  once  been  first  favourite  for 
the  "Derby"  was  sold  by  auction  for 
eleven  pounds ;  we  know  that  thorough- 
breds are  to  be  met  with  in  cabs.  They 
were  "  once  upon  a  time  "  much  thought 
of  for  coaching  purposes ;   they  are  still 
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•  prized  for  common  work,  because  of  their 

I  ''blood/'  and  it  is   undeniable  that  im- 

'  mense  good  has  been  done  by  the  breeders 

'  of  them,  as  though  many  prove  unfit  for 

the  turf,  yet,  for  other  purposes,  they  are 

,  yaluable   animals.     So  it  wUl   be    with 

poultry ;  the   disqualified  for  exhibitions 

will  supply  our  markets  plentifully  with 

capital  birds ;  wherever  such  are  offered 

for  sale,  purchasers  will  be  found,  uid 

they  will  create  a  market  where   none 

I  before  existed. 


!l 


Schedule  of  the  Taunton  Show. 

The  Vale  of  Taunton  Deane  Horticul- 
tural and  Floricultural  Society  will  hold 
an  Exhibition  of  Poultry  and  Pigeons  in 
the  Vivary  Park,  Taunton,  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  the  21st  and  22nd  of  June, 
in  conjunction  with  the  usual  Horticul- 
tural Show. 

A  First  and  Second  Prize  of  20s.  and 
10s.  respectively  is  offered  for  the  best 
Cock  and  two  Hens  of  each  of  the  following 
classes: — 

1.  Spanish. 

2.  Dorking. 

3.  Cochin  China  (Brown  or  Partrid^). 

4.  CochinChina(Baff,  Lemon,  or  Cmnamon). 

5.  Cochin  China  (White  or  Black). 

6.  Malay. 

7.  Game  (Black,  Brassy-winged,  Black- 
breasted,  and  other  Reds). 

8.  Game  (White,  Piles,  Greys,  and  Blues). 

9.  Hamburg  (Gold  or  SilTer-pencilled). 

10.  Hamburg  (Grold  or  Silver-spangled). 

11.  Poland  (Black). 

12.  Poland  (Gold  or  Silver). 

13.  Any  other  pare  breed. 

14.  Hybrids. 

Two  Prizes  of  10s.  and  58.  for  each  variety  of 
Bimtams  (Silver-laced,  Gold-laced,  Black,  and 
White). 

For  Turkeys,  Geese,  Aylesbury  and  Rouen 
Ducks,  and  Ducks  of  any  other  variety,  two 
Prizes  each  of  20s.  and  10s. ;  and  one  Prize  of 
10s.  to  the  best  pair  of  each  of  the  following 
varietiefl  of  Pigeons, — Carriers,  TumblerSy.Runts, 
Fantails,  Pouters,  Barbes,  Jacobins,  Trumpeters, 
Owls,  Nuns,  Turbits,  and  any  other  variety. 


We  give  some  of  the  regolations,  omit^ 
ting  those  which  are  the  same  at  most 
exhibitions. 

Rbgulations. 

1 .  All  exhibitors  will  be  required  to  pay  28. 6d. 
for  each  entry,  in  the  dasset  givin|f  first  prizes  of 
<20s.,  and  Is.  6d.  in  the  classes  givmg  first  prizes 
of  10s.,  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  pens, 
food,  &c.  The  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  hono- 
rary secretary  at  the  tine  of  entry. 

2.  All  entries  are  requested  to  be  made  to  the 
honorary  secretary,  on  or  before  Tuesday,  the 
13th  of  June,  on  certificates,  which  will  be  fur- 
nished by  him  on  application,  and  no  entry  can 
be  made  after  that  time. 

3.  Exhibitors  will,  in  all  cases,  be  required  to 
affix  a  price  at  which  they  will  sell  their  speci- 
mens ;  but  it  is  desired  that  the  words  "  not  to  be 
sold  "  may  be  used  instead  of  a  prohibitory  price, 
where  the  owners  do  not  wish  to  effect  a  sale. 

4.  Should  any  pen  be  claimed,  a  sale  must  take 
place  through  the  honorary  secretary,  when  five 
per  cent,  will  be  deducted  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  Exhibition.  No  offer  wiU  be  accepted 
until  three  o'clock  on  the  first  day  of  exhibition, 
and  should  there  be  more  than  one  application 
for  the  same  pen,  at  the  same  time,  the.  highest 
offer  will  be  taken. 

9.  The  Exhibition  will  not  be  limited  to  any 
particular  district ;  and  facilities  will  be  afforded 
to  professed  dealers  for  the  sale  of  specimens, 
subject  to  the  deduction  named  in  rule  4. 

10.  Persons  exhibiting  as  dealers  to  affix  prices, 
and  pay  an  entrance-fee  of  3s.  for  each  pen  not 
exceeding  six  specimens ;  such  specimens  to  be 
entered  and  paid  for,  in  accordance  with  rule  2. 

11.  It  is  particularly  requested  that  no  birds 
be  sent,  unless  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition. 
All  specimens  must  be  sola  in  pens,  and  not 
divided. 

14.  AU  the  specimens  intended  for  exhibition 
must  be  at  the  place  of  exhibition  on  Tuesday, 
the  20th  of  June,  or  they  wiU  not  be  admitted. 
Baskets,  hampers,  &c.,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
honorary  secretary;  and  the  carriage  in  every 
case  to  be  previously  paid  by  the  exhibitor. 

16.  All  letters  addressed  to  the  honorary 
secretary,  requiring  a  reply,  to  contain  a  fully 
directed  stamped  envelope. 

17.  All  prizes,  and  the  amount  of  sales,  will 
be  paid  at  any  hour  during  the  second  •  day,  on 
application  to  the  honorary  secretary. 

19.  Subscribers  to  the  Horticultural  Society 
will  be  charged  Is.  each  admission  to  the  Poultry 
Show  on  the  first  day ;  non-subscribers  will  be 
charged  28.,  which  wiU  include  admission  to  both 
Exhibitk>ns ;  and  on  the  second  day  the  charge 
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will  be  Is.  to  all  Tisitott,  which  will  indude  ad- 
misflion  to  both  Exhtbitionfl.  Sabscribers'  tidcets 
will  be  available  only  on  the  first  day. 

20,  The  Exhibition  will  be  subject  to  such 
ftirther  regulations,  or  bye-laws,  as  thecommifctee 
may  find  it  expecUent  to  adopt,  of  which  doe 
notice  will  be  given. 

21.  The  Show  will  dose  on  the  second  day,  at 
four  o'dock,  and  all  birds  will  be  despatdied  to 
their  destination  the  same  evening. 

John  Kikgsbukt,  Hon.  See,, 

10,  Hammet  Street,  Taunton. 


Schedule  of  fhe  Farningliam  Show. 

The  West  Kent  Association  will  hold 
their  Second  Annual  Ponltry  Exhibition^ 
in  conjunction  with  the  Flower  Show,  at 
Farningham,  in  the  Market  Field,  on 
Tuesday,  June  20th  (for  the  private  view), 
and  on  the  following  day. 

PRIZE    LIST. 
CocHiir  China  (Buff  or  Cinnamon). 
CUut, 
1.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old      ..  £1  10    0 

Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  1    0    0 

Cochin  China  (Brown  and  Partridge-feathered, 
and  White). 
2-3.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old      . ,        ..100 
Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  0  15    0 

Cochin  China  (Chickens  of  any  colour). 
4.  For  the  best  coop  of  Six  or  more 
Chickens  of  one  brood,  not  ex- 
ceeding 3  months  old     . .        . .   1  10    0 
Second  Prize  10   0 

Dorking  (Single-combed  or  Rose-combed, 
and  White). 
5-6.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old      ..        ..   1  10    0 
Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  1    0    0 

Do&KiNO  (Chickens  of  any  colour). 
7.  For  the  best  coop  of  Six  or  more 
Chickens,  of  one  brood,  not  ex- 
ceeding 3  months  old     ..         ..  1  10    0 
Second  Prize  10    0 


Spanish. 
For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old      ..        ..110 
Ditto,  not  exceedhk^  18  mobths  old  1    0 


Spanish  (CMckent). 

9.  For  the  best  coop  of  Six  or  more 
€hickens»  of  one  brood,  not  ex- 
ceeding 3  months  old     ••          £1  10    0 
Second  Prize  10    0 

Hamburg  (Golden  or  Silver-peiiciUed). 

10.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old  . .  1  10    0 

Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  1    0   0 

Hamburg  (Gk>lden  or  Silver-spangled). 

11.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old  ..100 

Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  0  15    0 


Hamburg  (Chickens,  Golden  or  Silver- 
pencilled  or  spangled). 
12.  For  the  best  coop  of  Six  or  more 
Chickens,  of  one  brood,  not  ex- 
ceeding 3  months  old     ..        ..  1  10 
Second  Prize  10 


Poland  Fowl  (Of  any  colour,  with  or  without  l 
ruffs  or  beards). 

13.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old      ..        ..100 
Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  0  10    0 

Poland  Fowl  (Black,  with  white  crests, 
or  all  white). 

14.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old      . .         . .   1  10    0 
Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  10   0 

Poland  Fowl  (Chickens  of  any  sort). 

15.  For  the  best  coop  of  Six  or  more 

Chickens,  of  one  brood,  not  ex- 
ceeding 3  months  old     . .        . .   1  10   0 
Second  Prize  10   0 

Cross  betwebn  ant  Brbbd. 
As  the  crossing  of  the  different  breeds  of  ponl- 
try may  produce  the  most  valuable  results,  all 
crosses  must  be  particularized  with  the  pedigree 
of  the  races  from  which  they  sprang. 

16.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

above  18  months  old  ..100 

Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  0  10   0 

CbiCKBNS  or  PULLfeTS. 

17.  The  great  object  in  fixing  the  Exhibition 
of  this  Society  in  the  middle  of  June  is  to  encou- 
rage breeders  in  their  endeavours  to  increase  the 
natural  fecundity  and  precocity  of  the  different 
species  of  Poultry,  so  as  to  produce  the  most 
valuable  descriptions  (br  the  Table,  either  by 
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croesing  the  Yariotas  breeds^  .or  presemne  their 
original  parity.  With  this  view,  a  Grand  Prize 
of  a  Gold  Msdal  will  be  given  for  the  best  brood 
of  Six  or  more  Chickens,  of  any  breed,  properly 
detcnbed)  hatched  sinee  Christmas,  1853. 


Clatt. 


GbLMB  Fowl  (Of  any  colour). 


18.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens 
above  18  months  old      . .  £1 

Ditto,  not  exceeding  18  months  old  1 


Bantams  (Gold  or  Silver-laced,  Black,  and 

other  varieties). 
Two  Prizes  are  offered  for  each  variety,  of  158. 
and  lOs.  respectively. 

Ducks  (Aylesbury,  Rouen,  and  other  varieties). 
Drake  and  two  Ducks,  two  Prizes  to  each  kind, 
ofJElandlOs. 


Ducklings  (Of  any  sort). 

21.  For  the  best  brood  of  Five  or  more 

Ducklings,  not  exc.  8  weeks  old  1    0 
Ditto,  hatched  since  Chri8tmas,1853  1    0 

Gebse. 

22.  For  the  best  Gander  and  two  Geese  1    0 
Second  Prize  0  15 


Goslings. 

■  23.  For  the  best  brood  of  Five  or  more 
I  GosUngs,  hatched  since  Christ- 
M  mas,  1853 1  10 

Turkeys. 
;  24.  For  the  best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..10 
!         Second  Prize  0  15 


Guinea  Fowl. 

25.  For  the  best  pair 0  15    0 

Pea  Fowl. 

26.  For  the  best  Peacock  and  Hen . .  Silver  Medal 
Second  Prize  0  15    0 


Fob  ant  other  distinct  Breed  of 

Poultry. 

27.  The  Judges  will  award  a  First,  Second,  or 

Third  Prize  in  this  Class,  according  to  their 

respective  merit,  to  deserving  specimens  of  a 

Cock  and  two  Hens  above  18  months  old ;  to  a 

Cock  and  two  Hens  not  exceeding  18  months 

old;  also  to  Single  Birds  of  any  age,  as  well  as 

to  Breeds  of  different  ages  hatched  since  Christ- 

!  mas,  1853,  of  any  distinct  variety  not  mentioned 

I  in  the  foragoing  Classes. 


Pigeons. 
Pouters  or  Croppers  (any  colour),  and  Carriers, 
two  Prizes  of  £1  and  10s.  Dragons,  Tumblers, 
Bald-heads,  Beards,  Jacobines,  Fantails  (of  any 
colour),  Large  Spanish  or  Leghorn  Runts,  two 
Prizes  to  each  variety  of  15s.  and  10s.  For  the 
best  pair  of  any  new  variety,  a  Prize  of  10s. 


Rabbits. 
For  the  most  worthy  specimen,  two  Prizes  of 
£1.  lOs.  andiSl. 

We  giye  those  of  the  regulations  which 
relate  expressly  to  this  exhibition ;  the  re- 
mainder belong  to  every  poultry  show. 

The  ages  of  the  Chickens  must  be  accurately 
stated,  and  those  under  18  months  old  may  be 
shown  in  the  classes  for  fowls  of  any  age,  at  the 
option  of  the  exhibitor. 

Cottagers  may  compete  in  any  of  the  classes 
free  of  expense,  upon  approval  of  the  Committee. 
A  subscriber  of  10s.,  or  holder  of  two  58.  cards 
of  admission,  may  nominate  one  cottager  $  a  sub- 
scriber of  208.  two  cottagers,  and  so  in  propor- 
tion. 

Exhibitors  must  state  a  price  for  all  specimens 
that  are  for  sale ;  specimens  that  are  not  for  sale 
must,  therefore,  be  distinctly  so  stated. 

The  Exhibition  will  not  be  limited  to  any  par- 
ticular district. 

Exhibitors  of  Poultry  to  pay  2s.  6d.  for  each  . 
pen ;  Pigeons,  Is.  6d. ;  Rabbits,  2s. 

The  certificates  of  entry  will  be  ready  on  or 
before  the  27th  of  May ;  and  no  entry  can  be  re- 
gistered but  from  such  certificates,  for  which 
class  labels  will  be  returned.  The  entries  will 
dose  on  the  5th  of  June. 

The  whole  of  the  specimens  must  be  in  the 
place  of  exhibition  on  Monday,  the  19th  of  June. 
Hampers,  baskets,  &c.,  must  be  sent  (carriage 
pud),  to  the  Secretary,  Lion  Inn,  Famingham. 

Subscribers  of  58.  will  be  entitled  to  one  card 
of  admission  to  the  Private  View,  Tuesday, 
June  20th,  and  the  following  day;  subscribers 
of  10s.  to  two  cards  of  admission ;  and  subscribers 
of  £1  or  mon^  to  additional  cards,  in  like  pro- 
portion. It  is  particularly  requested  that  the 
subscriptions  may  be  paid  as  early  as  possible,  to 
facilitate  the  nomination  of  cottagers  as  compe- 
titors, as  well  as  the  early  distribution  of  the 
admission  cards. 

Admission  to  non-subscribers  (on  Tuesday, 
the  private  view),  5s.  each;  on  Wednesday, 
2s.  6a.  each ;  and  after  four  o'clock.  Is.  each. 

Ten  per  cent  will  be  deducted  from  all  sales 
towards  definsying  the  expenses  of  th&Exhibition. 
Baptists  Thou  as.  Sec. 
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ITotesby  "Alector." 
Thb  "Poultry  Chronicle"  is  fast  verg- 
ing into  a  state  of  monomania.  Its  corre- 
spondents touch  upon  nothing  but  cocks 
and  hens  in  general,  and  Cochin  Chinas 
and  Brahma  Pootras  in  particular.  I 
propose,  therefore,  by  way  of  administer- 
ing a  salutary  alterative,  to  indulge  myself 
with  noting,  in  Hibernian  fashion,  some 
points  on  which  past  numbers  have  n&t 
touched. 

Although  I  do  not  pretend  to  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  any  of  the  deni- 
zens of  the  poultry-yard,  beyond  the 
varieties  of  the  domesticated  cocks  and 
hens,  yety  having  had  opportunities  of 
observing  the  stocks  of  others,  and  having 
occasionally  kept  geese,  ducks,  &c.,  my- 
seli^  I  think  I  may  be  sufiBciently  qualified 
for  the  task  of  setting  the  ball  a^&^oing,  and 
perhii^  some  of  your  correspondents,  who 
may  be  more  practically  conversant  with 
the  subject  than  I  am,  will  be  able  to 
improve  upon  my  matter,  so  as  to  make  it 
a  more  trustworthy  guide  to  the  tjno*  I 
will,  without  more  ado,  commence  with — 
The  Peacock,  however  ornamental  it 
may  be,  is  a  decided  nuisance  in  places 
where  there  is  not  ample  room,  and  where 
the  gardens  are  not  well  watched. 
The  voice,  too,  is  anything  but  agree- 
able; but  there  is  some  consolation 
in  the  fact,  that  its  harsh  notes  are  a 
kind  of  barometer,  and  foretell  rain.  It 
is  almost  impossible  to  eradicate  their  un- 
tamed propensity  to  roost  on  the  tops  of 
trees  or  houses,  from  whence^  at  the 
earliest  dawn  of  day,  they  descend  on 
foraging  excursions  into  the  gardens, 
where  naught  in  the  shape  of  fruit  comes 
amiss  to  them,  to  say  nothing  of  the  buds 
of  plants  and  shrubs,  which  they  pick  out 
M  cleverly  as  a  bullfinch.  If  pinioned,  or 
confined  to  an  aviary,  they  become  almost 
useless  as  ornaments ;  for  it  is  in  their 
flight  and  freedom  of  action  that  their 
chief  beauty  consists.  When,  however, 
they  are  kept  in  large  numbers  at  some 
little  distance  from  me  house,  viz.,  at  an 


entranoe^lodge,  ttiey  form  a  very  orna- 
mental addition  to  the  beauty  of  a  park  or 
extensive  lawn. 

I  believe  these  birds  are  polygamous, 
but  am  not  at  all  sure.  Both  the  cock 
and  hen  are  great  destroyers  of  the  young 
of  other  poultry,  and  especially  the  latter 
when  she  has  a  family  of  her  own ;  but 
this  propensity  is  more  developed  in  some 
individuals  than  others.  They  do  not 
breed  so  early  as  other  kinds  of  poultry, 
nor  are  ihey  so  prolific ;  the  hen  not  breed- 
ing till  her  third  year,  and  her  eggs  rarely 
es^eeding  half-anlozen  in  numb^.  She 
invariably  steals  her  nest,  and  if  disturbed, 
as  invariably  forsakes  it.  The  period  of 
incubation  is  28  days,  and  the  chicks,  with 
care,  are  not  particularly  difficult  to  rear, 
at  least  not  more  than  those  of  Turkeys 
and  Guinea  fowl.  As  a  matter  of  profit 
they  are  not  worth  the  trouble  of  rearing, 
as  some  eight  or  nine  months  must  elapse 
before  they  are  fit  for  the  spit^  and  then 
they  are  not,  according  to  my  solitary 
opportunity  of  judging,  so  good  as  Turkey 
poults. 

I  only  know  of  two  kinds  of  Pea  fowl, 
viz.,  the  common  variety  and  the  white, 
which  latter  is,  I  presume,  an  cUbino 
"sport"  from  the  former.  There  is,  I 
beueve,  a  third  sort,  but  I  have  never  seen 
it.  The  white  Pea  fowl  has  only  novelty 
to  recommend  it,  its  plumage  and  train 
being  very  inferior. 


The  Points  of  the  Spanish  FowL 

Therb  have  of  late  been  many  inquiries 
and  remarks  in  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle  " 
respecting  Spanish  fowls,  and,  as  misap- 
prenensions  seem  to  exist  on  several  points, 
I  have  thought  it  would  be  acceptable  to 
your  readers  if  I  gave  a  short  description  of 
them,  and  of  what  are  considered  their 
principal  merits  in  competition.  The 
cocks  should  have  upright,  the  hens, 
falling  combs ;  but  there  is  a  peculiarity 
in  this  point,  that  birds  reversing  the 
carriage  of  combs,  with  •  pedieotly  white 
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faces,  would  be  judged  more  meritorious 
than  others,  faultless  in  this  particular, 
but  having  red  intermixed  with  white. 
It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on 
Spanish  breeders  and  amateurs,  that  the 
pureljr  white  face  is  the  most  arbitrary 
mle  m  judging  fowls  of  this  breed,  and 
will  cover  many  trifling  deficiencies.  Of 
course,  the  plumage  should  be  black,  with- 
out mixture  of  any  other  colour.  The 
body  should  incline  to  a  point,  every  way, 
to  the  tail,  which  should  be  ample,  and 
carried  cheerfully.     The  head  should  be 

I  long,  and    the    face    skinny;    the    beak 

I  strong;  the  legs  long,  compared  with  many 

I  other  breeds,  and,  invariably,  of  a  leaden 

:  blue  shade. 

Although  cocks  at  seven  months,  and 

,'  pullets  at  ten,  ought  to  give  promise  of 
what   they  will  be  when  they  come   to 

'  maturity,  yet  I  would  not  advise  the 
beginner  to  be  precipitate  in  forming  a 
judgment,  and  condemning  those  that  are 
not  apparently  perfect,  as  many,  and  more 
especially  pullets,  are  from  eighteen 
months  to  two  years  in  becoming  really 
white,  and  it  is  undeniable  that  a  Spanisn 

:   hen  improves  up  to  three  years  old. 

Xeres. 

The  Poultry  Maid. 

I  CHAPTER  I. 

Maitt  amateurs  that  used  formerly  to 
tolerate  a  dozen  neglected  fowls,  now  keep 
I   a  hundred,  which  are  well  cared  for.    In 
many  families  where  giving  the  fowls  their 
: '  com  used  to  be  a  duty  which  fell  to  the  lot 
of  cook,  housemaid,  gardener,  or  any  one 
'  who  might  happen  to  observe  or  to  re- 
:   collect  that  they  were  hungry,  the  poultry- 
yard    is    now  a    department   to  receive 
'  requisite    attention  and  attendance,  like 
'   the  garden,  the  pig^ry,  the  kennel,  and 
. ,  the  stable ;  to  contribute,  like  them,  pro- 
I   duce  for  the  use  of  the  family,  or  pleasant 
recreation  for  its  members :  the  honour  of 
I  sacoess,  very  often,  and  the  attendant  profit 
'  which  always  waits  on  the  possession  of 
anything  excellent  of  its  kind. 


There  are  many  ladies,  and  gentlemen 
too,  living  in  country  villages  (and  also 
in  townsV  who  take  an  interest  in  their 
poor  neignbours,  and  who  are  pleased  with 
an  opportunity  of  serving  them  in  the 
manner  most  likely  to  lead  to  a  satisfactory 
result.  Every  one  who  has  taken  an  in- 
terest in  placing  out  young  girls  of  the 
working  classes,has  found  a  great  difficulty 
in  getting  places  for  lasses  from  eleven  to 
sixteen  years  old.  At  this  age,  unless  they 
have  been  brought  up  with  unusually 
tidy  habits,  they  are  no  very  valuable 
acquisition  for  household  work."  Frequent- 
ly where  the  lady  of  a  family  could  have 
patience  with  a  girl  unaccustomed  to  the 
observances  of  a  house,  so  different  in 
every  respect  from  those  of  her  father's 
cottage  or  lodging,  and  promote  and  wait 
for  improvement,  her  fellow-servants,  oc- 
cupied with  their  own  work,  and  more 
nearly  interfered  with  by  the  trouble- 
some faults  of  the  novice,  find  it  too  much 
to  put  up  with  annoyances  of  daily — ^per- 
haps hourly — ^recurrence.  The  girl  is  dis- 
missed to  find  another  place,  which  she 
leaves  in  the  same  manner,  and  thus  a  few 
years  of  her  young  life  pass  away,  until  the 
time  when  practice  ana  the  experience  of 
life  have  made  a  servant  of  her;  and  we  find 
one  to  whom  habit  has  given  an  indiffer- 
ence to— almost  a  fondness  for — ^perpetual 
change. 

Yet  girls  cannot  be  supported  by  their 
parents  until  they  are  old  enough  to  profit 
more  readily  by  the  teaching  which  they 
receive  in  service. 

Now  the  young  are  always  fond  of 
living  things,  and  are  often  niithful  and 
trustworthy  in  the  care  of  them.  There 
is  no  hard  work  in  the  care  of  poultry! 
nothing  which  would  not  promote  activity, 
powth,  and  education  ;  nothing  which  an 
industrious,  careful,  conscientious  little 
girl,  from  ten  to  fourteen  years  old,  could 
not  do  well;  and,  while  her  work  is  such 
as  she  can  do  welly  she  cannot  live  in 
a  respectable  family  without  gaining  a 
certain  knowledge  of  household,  work, — a 
knowledge  which  will  ease  her  path  when- 
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ever  she  may  turn  to  it  at  a  future  time. 
Thus  a  few  years  pass  away.  If  after  that 
time  she  can  still  be  employed  about 
poultry,  she  has  what  she  may  almost  call 
a  trade  at  command ;  and  if  not,  the  verv 
qualities  of  obedience,  tidiness,  method, 
and  careful  observance,  which  have  been 
called  into  play,  will  make  a  valuable 
servant  of  any  kind. 

Amateurs  now  are  not  very  limited  in 
number.  If  a  good  many  would  take 
young  girls  in  this  manner,  the  benefit  to 
the  working  classes  would  be  great  in  a 
thing  which  is  found  difficult  in  so  many 
families — ^gettin?  out  the  girls.  And  for 
the  young  girls  themselves,  how  much 
better  than  either  idling  at  home  or  Work- 
ing in  the  fields. 

Nor  would  it  be  a  one-sided  benefit.  In 
the  case  of  how  many  amateurs  does 
success  come  short  of  expectation  because 
they  cannot  work  out  their  ideas  in  the 
arrangements  which  they  plan ;  and  how 
many  amateurs  there  are  who  have  the 
head  to  plan,  but  who  have  not  the  hand 
to  do  the  work.  This  is  especially  the  case 
now  that  so  many  of  our  countrywomen 
pay  attention  to  the  home-improving, 
useful,  and  truly  feminine  amusement  of 
rearing  and  improving  our  domestic 
poultry. 

Perfect  cleanliness  and  constant  watch- 
fulness are  two  very  important  items 
towards  success,  especially  with  our  young 
chickens;  and  however  much  a  lady  may 
be  annoyed  by  their  absence,  and  see  its 
injurious  effects,  she  cannot,  conveniently, 
either  take  a  broom  in  hand,  or  spend 
much  time  among  her  fowls. 

To  take  a  little  girl,  whose  chief  ap- 
pointed duty  it  is  to  do  as  she  is  bid,  among 
the  poultry, — to  act  under  direction,  care- 
fully and  exactly,  will  prove  a  very  good 
thing,  both  for  the  fowls  and  for  their 
owners,  and  not  very  expensive  either.  In 
a  family,  from  the  middle  rank  upwards, 
one  more  at  table  makes  little  difference, 
and  how  many  hundreds  of  parents  would 
be  thankful  to  have  their  little  girls  hired 
at  a  shilling  a  week,  or  less!  for  at  their 


table  one  hearty  girl  is  not  a  small 
addition,  nor  is  it  with  them  a  small  con- 
sideration to  establish  the  health  of  a 
growing  child,  by  securing  for  her  a  re- 
gular and  ample  supply  of  food. 

E.  W. 


Cottagers'   Prizes. 

NO.   III. 

Several  of  your  correspondents,  as  well 
as  myself,  having  recorded  their  individual 
opinions  as  to  the  expediency  of  allotting 
prizes  to  cottagers  at  our  general  exhibitions 
of  poultry,  it  is  possible  a  few  simple  re- 
marks as  to  the  fowls  most  suitable  for 
labourers'  purposes,  with  the  most  easy 
mode  to  obtain  them,  will  not,  to  many  of 
your  readers,  be  either  irksome  or  intru- 
sive. There  is  always  to  be  borne  in  mind^ 
in  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  that  to 
parties  thus  limited  in  means,  an  extensive 
outlay  at  the  onset  is  perfectly  out  of  the 
question,  being  altogether  impracticable; 
for,  allowing  a  man  to  be  fettered  with  the 
cares  and  expenses  of  a  large  family,  com- 
bined with  but  a  trivial  amount  of  weekly 
gains,  very  probably  in  almost  all  instances 
the  wages  are  literally  "  bespoke**  before 
they  are  received  ;  the  huxter  monopolizes 
nearly  the  whole,  and  the  remnant  goes  in 
allotted  portions  for  the  weekly  payment  of 
the  itinerant  packman  or  the  village  shoe- 
maker. Under  these  circumstances,  when 
fau'ly  weighed,  it  is  no  longer  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  this  really  beneficial  branch 
of  humble  rural  economy  has  been  hitherto 
so  completely  neglected,  and  that  even  the 
doubt  has  sometimes  found  expression, 
whether  cottagers  could  keep  poultry  to 
advantap^e.  It  is,  however,  simply  the 
want  of  trial  that  has  produced  such  im- 
pressions, and  I  feel  conndent,  if  fairly  and 
perseveringly  carried  out,  all  such  precon- 
ceived ideas  must  in  justice  be  at  once 
abandoned. 

It  has  been  my  happy  lot  to  know  per- 
sonally many  who  have,  through  the  keep- 
ing of  poultry,  been  much  raised  in  position 
— ^their   children   better   attended — their 
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households  been  m^de  more  coinforta>ble 
and  i^^spectable^  in  £roof  of  which  your 
readers  witl  easoly  call  to  mind  a  few  of 
my  experiences^  as .  previously  narrated 
in  the  *'  Poultry  Chronicle."  There  are 
no  doul^t  some  instances  of  failure  ;  for  as 
in  trade  occupations^  if  negligently  pur- 
sued, the  issues  are,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
perfectly  identical — without  care,  no  bene- 
fits can  possibly  arise — ^with  thoughtf  ulness 
and  attention  the  advantages  are  as  certain 
(and  may  be  calculated  on  as  positively) 
as  with  any  other  kind  of  "  live  stock," 
Accidents  and  disappointments  may  arise, 
but  just  in  proportion  to  the  attention  paid 
will  be  the  probabilities  of  future  advan- 
tage. I  make  these  what  to  some  may 
appear  rather  prosy  remarks,  because  it 
has  been  my  annoyance  to  find  some 
labourers,  when  they  have  once  obtained  a 
few  excellent  fowls,  leave  them  entirely  to 
shift  for  themselves,  or  to  become  a  per- 
petual annoyance  to  near  neighbours.  I 
have  known  also  some  others,  who,  after 
their  possession  (a  week  or  two)  have  be- 
eome  listless  and  inattentive,  and  thus 
altogether  blighted  every  hope  and  expec- 
tation ;  but  I  m  vself  rather  look  upon  these 
cases  as  only  the  temporary  bane  of  my 
j  desires,  for  on  the  other  hand  the  indus- 
trious and  careful  have  given  me  confi- 
dence in  asserting  that  the  poultry  thus 
obtained  has  not  been  misapplied  or  un- 
productive of  the  most  extended  advantages 
both  to  themselves  individually  and  to 
their  dependent  families.  The  only  thing 
necessary  to  be  strictly  observed  is,  where 
poultry  are  gratuitously  presented,  to  let 
the  ^t  be  restricted  as  far  as  possible  to 
parties  that  will  really  value  the  proffered 
birds,  and  carefully  attend  to  their  after- 
wants.  It  may  by  some  individuals  be 
considered  that  to  have  withheld  the  fore- 
going statement  (as  far  as  regards  care- 
LESs  labourers)  would  have  been  the  better 
policy ;  that  only  to  have  made  known 
"  the  brighter  side  of  the  picture"  would 
have  been  the  most  likehr  to  promote  the 
ends  I  have  in.  view,  I  fancy  otherwise 
— and  think,  to  be  *^  lorewamed  of  mis- 


haps," not  unfrequently  altogether  pre- 
vents their  taking  place,  and  even  *<  pro- 
duces the  best  feeungs  in  the  long  run."  I 
am  aware  also  that  no  small  proportion  of 
my  fellow  -  creatures,  if  unsuccessful  in 
their  first  attempts,  either  abandon  at  once 
the  effort  as  hopeless,  or  else  pursue  it 
afterwards  with  so  little  energy,  that  even- 
tual success  cannot  fairly  be  expected,  and 
for  this  reason  therefore  I  have  plainly 
"  given  both  sides  of  the  question. '  Let 
the  really  deserving  be  your  only  care  (and 
but  little  discrimination,  if  well  known, 
is  necessary  to  advise  you  among  those  in 
your  own  neighbourhood)  ;  if  so  arranged, 
there  is  naught  to  fear  as  to  the  sequel ; 
but  i^  contrariwise,  you  lavishljr  attempt  to 
confer  such  gifts  wholesale  and  indiscrimi- 
nately, the  result  will  of  course  be  occa- 
sionally vexatious,  and  almost  tempt  you 
to  declare  yourself  opposed  to  the  principle, 
or,  may  be  (in  a  spirit  of  pettishness),  re- 
solve not  to  trouble  yourself  with  the  at- 
tempt in  future.  Let  us  see  how  much 
benefit  may  be  conferred  with  the  least 
injury  to  donors.  It  will  not  be  denied  by 
any  amateur  breeder,  that,  however  excel- 
lent and  perfect  the  **  parent  birds"  from 
which  they  are  produced,  there  will  be  a 
proportion  of  chickens  quite  useless  for 
the  purposes  of  the  "  exhibition-pen ;"  these, 
when  grown,  must  either  be  used  for  table 
purposes,  or  at  least  they  must  be  kept  till 
they  are  of  sufficient  size  for  the  poulterer. 
There  are  but  few  amateurs  who  are  not 
complaining,  before  the  season  draws  to  a 
close,  of  being  "  overstocked,"  that  they  have 
**  not  room,"  and  thai  these  fowls  (now  half 
grown)  "  injure  each  other  from  being 
crowded  too  closely."  As  it  is  ofttimes  by 
no  means  difficult  to  select  the  indifferent 
chickens  at  a  very  early  age,  it  would 
save  great  trouble  to  their  owner,  and  give 
a  chance  to  the  remaining  better  ones,  if 
these  were  removed  at  a  verv  much  earlier 
period  than  is  now  genenJiv  adopted,  for 
too  frequently  this  necessary  auty  is. delayed 
until  over-population  has  caused  deteriora- 
tion in  the  whole  fioclc,  and  therefore  no 
after-care  can   then   counterbalance   the 
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effects  of  foraier  inegHg^nee.  Many  of  thsse 
youngstere,  thouffn  literally  valuelefls  to 
the  person  who  bred  them,  would  be  of 
fi;reat  worth  to  the  need^  and  the  exigent 
(at  their  very  outset  in  life),  who  would  be 
able  thus  to  rear  a  few  fowls  from  these 
outcasts^  which,  for  utility  (not  exhibition), 
might  prove  equally  yaluable  with  their 
more  favoured  fellows.  Any  chickens  de- 
ficient in  the  general  traits  of  character, 
such  as  malformation  in  the  combs  (ac- 
cording to  their  respective  varieties),  or, 
among  Dorkings,  those  wanting  the  ad- 
ditional toe,  wOl  be  for  cottagers  *^  gene- 
rally useful,"  and  perchance  pave  the  way 
to  better  ones ;  these  can  be  detected  the 
very  day  they  leave  the  effg-shell ;  and 
when  an  amateur  has  limited  room,  and  is 
desirous  of  raising  **  exhibition  birds,"  will, 
if  kept  among  his  own,  be  an  eyesore  and 
objection,  and  therefore  the  gift  of  such 
(however  desirable  to  the  recipients)  will, 
to  himself,  be  but  a  very  trifling  self-de- 
nial. I  have  alluded  to  the  deficiency  of 
the  extra  toe  in  Dorking  chickens,  which 
ofttimes  (in  spite  of  every  care)  will  show 
itself ;  these,  for  show  birds,  are,  of  course, 
*'  disqualified,"  but  so  far  from  being  less 
useful  for  domestic  purposes,  are  absolutely 
more  so.  E.  C. 


Fhilo-Peruteron  Society. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  "H.H.S.""if 
there  is  such  a  Society  as  the  Columbarian," 
a  reader  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle  "  sends 
us  the  rules  of  the  above  society,  which  he 
says  used  formerly  to  go  by  that  name. 

Freemasons'  TaVern,  Jan.  1853. 

At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Crovn  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  Strand,  on  Monday,  the  4th  day  of 
January,  1847,  J.  J.  Bowler  Esq.  in  the  chau-, 
it  was  resolved,  by  the  gentlemen  then  present, 
to  form  a  Society  for  the  enjoyment  of  social 
converse,  the  improvement  of  the  breed,  the 
discussion  of  subjects  relating  to,  and  the  exhi- 
bition of,  every  variety  of  Pigeon,  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  the  Fancier. 

1.  Resolved,  that  the  Society  be  called  "  The 
Phiio-Peristeion  Society.'' 


2.  That  it  be  conducted  by  a  President,  two 
Vice-Presidents,  and  a  Committee  of  four,  three 
to  form  a  quorum.  The  President  being  an  ex- 
officio  member  and  chairman  thereof. 

3.  That  a  Pkesident,  two  Vice- Presidents, 
Committee,  Treaiiirer,  Auditors,  and  Secretary, 
be  elected  annnaUy ,  at  the  next  meeting  to  that  ojf 
the  anniversary  of  the  Society;  the  holders  of 
these  offices  beinff  eligible  for  re-election. 

4.  That  tiie  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Society 
commence  in  October,  at  seven  o'clock  p.m.,  and 
on  each  alternate  Tuesday  up  to  March,  inclnaive, 
also  an  intermediate  meeting  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  July,  for  the  exJEibition  of  young 
birds. 

5.  That  a  crand  public  exhibition  of  bhrds  take 
place  annuauy,  on  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Society,  between  the  hours  of  one  aad  four 
o'clock,  p.m.  to  which  visitors  shall  be  admitted 
by  tickets  only,  subscribed  with  a  member's 
name. 

6.  That  at  the  general  meeting  held  for  the 
election  of  officers,  &c.,  it  shall  be  competent  for 
members  to  propose  any  alteration  or  addition  to 
the  rules;  such  alteration  or  additbn  having  the 
written  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  fouoioera, 
and  of  which  notice  shall  have  been  given  to  the 
secretary  at  least  one  month  previously. 

7.  That  any  member  desirous  of  sabmittinga  ^ 
subject  for  discussion,  may  at  a  meeting  give  ; 
notice  thereof,  in  writing,  to  the  secretary,  who 
shall  read  the  same  to  the  members  present,  and 
inform  all  absent  ones  when  the  discussion  will 
take  place ;  but  which  shall  not  in  any  case  be 
earlier  than  the  succeeding  meeting ;  and  it  would 
contribute  much  to  the  convenience  of  the 
discussion  if  the  proposer,  in  his  notice,  divide 
the  subject  into  heads,  as  particular  o^ecta  of 
consideration. 

8.  That  aU  motions  made  must  be  duly 
seconded,  or  the  chairman  shall  not  put  them  to 
the  meeting. 

9.  That  the  members  dine  together  annually, 
in  commemoration  of  the  formation  of  the 
Soeiety,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  in 
each  year.  ! 

10.  That  members  may  invite  firiends  to  dine  I 
with  the  Society,  on  the  same  terms  as  members.   ! 

11.  That  the  election  of  members  be  by  ballot,   ' 
two  nmtives  to  be  an  exclusion.  \ 

12.  That  persons  desirous  of  becoming  mem-   ■ 
bers,  be  in  the  first  instance  introduced  as  visitors,   ' 
at  a  subsequent  meeting  may  be  proposed  and  i 
seconded,  and  ballotted  for  at  the  next.    The 
proposer  to  hand  to  the  secretary  the  name, 
address,  and  profession  of  the  person  proposed, 
in  writing,  and  the  secretary  ahail,  at  his  earliest 
convenience,  on  the  same  evening,  affix  it  con- 
spicupusly  in  the  room,  for  the  information  of  the 
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memben  present,  and  forward  a  written  notice 
tiiereof  to  those  that  may  be  absent 

13.  That  each  member  on  his  election  pay  £1 
entrance-fee  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  in 
addition  to  the  annual  subscription  of  one 
guinea. 

14.  That  members  at  the  commencement  of  the 
aeaton  in  September  pay  an  annual  subscription 
of  one  guinea;  but  if  such  subscription  remain 
unpaid  in  November,  the  secretary  shall  nve 
notice  that  unless  it  be  paid  on  or  before  the  last 
meeting  in  December,  it  will  be  considered  that 
the  member  has  retired  from  the  Society. 

15.  That  memben  retiring  from  the  Sodety 
lenonoce  their  claim  to  the  show  pens,  and  all 
other  pnyileges  and  advantages  of  the  Society. 

16.  That  upon  the  retirement  of  a  senior 
member,  the  Secretary  announce  to  the  Society 
the  name  of  the  next  member  in  rotation,  who 
■hall  be  entitled  to  M  the  vacancy,  and  exerdae 
all  rights  and  privileges  attaching  to  it. 

17.  That  the  names  of  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  Society  be  printed  with  the  rules. 

18.  That  members  be  at  Uberty  to  introduce 
fnends,  except  on  evenings  appropriated  to  busi- 
ness, but  the  same  visitor  not  more  than  three 
times  in  one  season;  and  that  any  person  not 
bein^  known  to  a  member,,  and  desirous  of  intro- 
ducbon,  may  send  his  card  to  the  President. 

19.  That  gentlemen,  non-residents  of  the 
metropolis,  may  become  members  of  this  Society 
without  vievious  introduction,  on  satisfectory 
lefennee  being  given,  and  amateurs  of  every 
country  are  invited  to  become  eorrespondents. 

20.  That  birds  exhibited  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered for  sale;  but  any  member  desirous  of 
purchasing,  shall  be  at  liberty,  on  payment  of 
one  shilling  to  the  funds,  to  put  a  bird  or  birds 
up  for  sale ;  it  being  competent  for  any  member 
to  bid  for  the  same,  and  the  highest  bidder  shall 
become  the  purohaser ;  resenring  the  right  to  the 
owner  to  make  one  (and  onl^  one)  bidding.  In 
default  of  exercisinz  such  nght,  or  after  having 
done  so,  a  higher  bidding  be  made,  the  bird  shall 
become  the  property  of  such  higher  bidder,  upon 
payment  of  the  sum  bidden. 

21.  That  the  Committee  be  authorised  to  allow 
a  reasonable  remuneration  for  the  carriage  of  any 
extraordinary  specimens  exhibited  to  the  Society 
by  persons  not  bring  members — permission  to 
send  such  burds  to  be  first  obtained  of  the  Society 
-■-and  which  the  Treasurer  is  authorised  to  pay. 
in  the  manner  heroioafter  directed. 

22.  That  all  moneys  be'paid  to  the  Secretary, . 
and  be  handed  over  by  him  to  the  Treasurer. 

23.  That  the  Treasurer  make  no  disbursements 
except  on  a  draft,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  Secretary. 

24.  That  in  all  matten  relating  to  finance. 


proodes  be-received,  soch  praadsaio  be  depodted 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman. 

25.  That  the  Auditors  examine  the  flcconntSy 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Society,  not  exceeding 
one  month  after  the  anniversary  meeting. 

26.  That  minutes  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Society  be  taken  by  the  Secntery^ 
and  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  &r  that  pmrposey 
as  a  means  of  reference,  and  as  a  record  of  the 
Society's  transactions,and  that  such  minute-book 
and  books  of  accounts  be  laid  on  the  table  after 
the  audit  of  the  season. 

27.  That  the  Society  shall  not  be  dissolved 
without  the  cansenC  of  a  majority  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  members,  when  the  show  pens, 
or  any  other  property  of  the  society,  shall  be 
disposed  of  to  the  bc^t  advantage,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds equally  dirided  amongst  the  then  members* 

28.  That  no  Pigeon  Dealer  be  admitted  either 
as  a  member  or  visitor  of  this  Society. 

29.  That  all  subjects  not  otherwise  presided 
for,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  con- 
sideration and  decision,  with  power  to  call  a 
special  General  Meeting  if  necessary. 


deanliness  in  Poultry-houses. 
This  may  be  attained  in  a  gfreat  degree 
by  spreading  rough  hay  beneath  the  roost- 
ing places.  The  droppings  may  be  easily 
removed  by  shaking  up  the  hay  every 
morning.  A  little  lime  beneath  the  hay  is 
still  furaier  osefol.  I  have  tried  this,  and 
find  it  answer  well.  T,  P, 


ColumbariaiL  Societies, 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  "  H.  H.  S./' 
a  correspondent  has  obliged  ns  with  the 
following  information. 

There  is  such  a  society  as  the  Colnm- 
barian,  and  it  holds  its  meetings  at  a 
tavern  in  the  Borough-market,  Southwark, 
each  alternate  Thursday  evening  during 
the  autumn  and  winter.  Mr.  Eaton,  the 
able  author  of  the  work  on  the  '^  Almond 
Tumbler,"  presides  as  Chairman.  The 
fanciers  also  meet  one  evening  in  the  inter- 
vening week,  at  the  United  States  Tavern, 
Liverpool-street,  City,  over  which  meetings 
Mr.  Morey  presides  ;  and  on  these  occa- 
sions the  members   meet  to  «njoy  each 
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other^s  conyenationy  and  to  exhibit  their 
fayonrites :  an  entrance-fee  of  lOs.,  as  a 
subscription  towards  defraying  expenses 
and  to  keep  the  members  from  improper 
intrusion,  is  required  for  admission  to  the 
society  over  which  Mr.  Eaton  presides. 
The  applicant  must  be  introduced  by  a 
member ;  but  at  the  United  States  Tayem, 
this  is  not  required.  There  is  also  a 
society  of  gentlemen  pigeon-fanciers, 
known  as  the  "Philo"  Club,  who  hold 
their  meetings  and  exhibitions  occasionally 
at  Anderton's  and  the  British  Hotel,  of 
which  a  Mr.  Esquilant  is  the  secretary; 
but  this  is  very  exclusive,  and  admission 
can  only  be  obtained  by  a  member's  intro- 
duction :  birds,  quite  equal  to  any  to  be 
seen  there,  are  shown  bv  the  Spitalfields 
weavers  at  their  tavern  shows  through  the 
winter,  and  may  be  seen  by  any  one  who 
will  condescend  to  visit  them.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Brown,  late  of  King's  Cottage,  but  now  of 
No.  7,  Jubilee-stree^  Mile-end-road,  would 
be  a  good  party  to  apply  to  for  further  in- 
formation, from  his  Long  connection  with 
the  fancy  ;  or  probably  Mr.  Eaton,  of  7, 
Islington-green,  would  render  it. 


The  'Exeter  Poultry  Exhibition. 

The  second  annual  show  of  poultry 
took  place  at  Exeter,  on  Thursday,  the 
18th  inst.,  and  the  following  day,  drawing 
together  a  very  numerous  and  fashionable 
company.  At  sunrise  on  Thursday,  the 
rain  commenced  falling,  at  first  only  in 
slight  drizzle,  afterwards  increasing  until 
everything  bespoke  a  very  heavy  and 
settled  ram;  and  it  was  under  these  in- 
auspicious circumstances,  Pr.  Scott^  of 
Exeter ;  Mr.  Edward  Hewitt,  of  Birming- 
ham; and  Mr.  Baker,  of  Chelsea,  com- 
menced (and  likewise  carried  through) 
their  duties  as  judges.  The  disadvantfi^ 
of  an  exhibition,  exposed  entirely  to  the 
vioissitudes  of  our  ever-variable  climate, 
were  here  fully  illustrated,  and  caused 
great  apprehensions  on  tlie  part  of  the 
committ^  lest  it  might  seriously  a£Pect 


the  returns  to  the  general  society ;  most 
luckily  (and  unexpectedly),  however,  the 
weather  cleared  up  altogether  about  mid- 
day (the  time  for  the  public  admission) — 
the  sunshine  alike  dispelling  the  heavy 
clouds  which,  had  previously  obstructed 
his  own  rays,  and  not  in  a  less  degree 
'^ clouded  the  hopes"  of  the  original  pro- 
moters of  the  exhibition. 

It  is  obvious  that,  for  many  reasons,  an 
^'  under-coyer  show  "  has  (all  things  con- 
sidered) manifest  advantages  over  an  ex- 
posed one ;  for  had  not  this  opportune 
change  of  atmosphere  taken  place  just 
when  it  did,  the  whole  affair  must  un- 
avoidably have  resulted  in  a  complete 
failure.  As  it  was,  however,  the  warmth  of 
May  soon  absorbed  the  surfao^lying 
water ;  the  sun  shone  brightly,  as  if  itself 
rejoicing  in  the  happy  change;  many 
hundreds  of  the  fair  sex,  gaily  attired, 
bespoke  the  general  holiday;  and  last, 
though  by  no  means  least,  the  regimental 
band  from  the  adjoining  barracks,  having, 
by  the  kind  permission  of  their  com- 
mandant, been  permitted  to  attend,  played 
at  intervals  many  lovely  ballads;  but, 
from  the  military  fervour  that  now  ner- 
vades  all  classes  among  us,  the  warlike 
airs  were  evidently  most  congenial  to  the 
public  ear,  and  frequently .  drew  forth 
well-merited  applause.  The  arrangements 
for  the  show  (had  the  weather  not  failed)  ' 
were  such  as  reflect  great  credit  on  the  ' 
managing  committee;  ranged  on  tliree 
terraces,  the  competing  pens  told  pleas- 
ingly and  to  great  effect,  the  local  advan«- 
tages  of  situation  being  unusually  good ; 
the  wide  banks  of  grass,  verdant  with  the 
freshness  of  spring ;  the  lofty  trees,  waving 
in  the  brightness  of  the  after-day ;  the 
echoes  of  the  band  from  the  far-off  build- 
ings, and  the  exultant  crowings  of  the  ponl- 
tnr,  when  all  combined,  forming  a  subject 
of  genial  congratulation,  and  we  sincerely 
hope  many  such  happy  reunions  may 
enliven  the  future  meetmgs  of  the  Exeter 
Poultry  and  Horticultural  Society.  Still, 
however,  we  indulge  the  idea,  that  a  suit- 
able  provision  against   stormy  weatfa^ 
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would  not  proYe  itself  a  mistaken  pruden- 
tial measure,  and  is  a  subject  quite  worthy 
of  the  careful  attention  of  the  committees 
of  poultry  shows  in  general. 

Public  taste  is  now  fairly  aroused  to 
the  utilitarian  character  of  poultry,  and 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  we  find  the 
most  useful  are  the  most  **  general  favour- 
ites "  with  the  bulk  of  the  amateurs  of  this 
present  day.  In  other  words,  we  see  what 
are  strictly  termed  "  fancy  fowls,"  doffing 
their  laurels  and  reputation  to  their  more 
humble-looking,  but  more  profit-producing 
fellows  :  this  is  just  as  it  should  be,  for  if 
poultry  shows  are  to  be  rendered  perma- 
nent and  enduring,  the  foundation  must 
necessarily  be  a  certainty  of  profit, 
altogether  independent  of  the  fancy  mar- 
ket. It  is  to  this  cause  only  that  we  must 
attribute  the  reaction  in  the  prices  of 
many  of  the  fancy  kinds,  whilst  the 
strictly  useful  have  risen  in  value  in  pro- 
portion, and  constanUy  command  a  re- 
omnerative  and  ready  sale.  The  fictitious 
and  ridiculous  prices  of  late  years  are 
**  by-gones,"  let  them  so  continue ;  a  more 
healthy  state  of  things  is  before  us,  and 
every  succeeding  show  fully  proves,  that 
**  John  Bull  (very  wisely)  esteems  most 
that  which  is  most  useful." 

We  append  a  few  general  remarks, 
and  the  entire  prize-list  of  the  successful 
competitors.  In  Spanish,  the  entries  con- 
tained some  very  good  specimens;  the  first- 
prize  pen  were  excellent,  and  purely 
white-&ced  birds,  shown  in  the  highest 
possible  condition ;  in  the  second-prize  pen 
we  noticed  one  hen  whose  comb  was  a 
serious  detraction  from  the  merits  of  the 
whole,  and  in  very  close  competition  would, 
doubtless,  have  proved  a  drawback  to 
snocess^'-a  hint  that  may  be  usefiil  to  ex- 
hibitors generally,  who  are  too  apt  to 
overlook  the  necessity  of  uniformity  in 
the  birds  competing.  The  Dorkings, 
whether  grey  or  white,  were  unusually 
superior,  being  weighty,  well-built,  good- 
coloured  birds.  In.  one  pen,  however,  that 
at  first  sight  struck  the  eyo  as  of  very 
superior  quality,  a  veiy  tHigbt  feathering 


on  the  legs  of  two  of  them  proved  their 
questionable  purity  (though  the  bulk  of 
the  feathers  had  been  carefully,  and  we 
must  add  very  ingeniously,  removed)  ;  a 
failure  of  every  chance  of  success  was  the 
natural  consequence.  In  the  first-prize 
pen  of  white  Dorkings  was  one  of  the  best 
hens  we  have  ever  yet  seen ;  the  second- 
prize  fowls  were  too  small  for  Dorkings  ; 
and  in  the  third-prize  pen,  a  slight  shade  of 
blue  in  the  legs  of  one  hen  roust,  most  un- 
questionably, have  lowered  their  position. 
The  grey  Dorking  chicken  proved  what 
can  be  done  by  careful  management;  they 
were  some  of  the  largest  aiid  best  we  ever 
remember  to  have  seen,  so  early  in  the 
season,  the  climate  of  Devon  tending  to 
early  production.  The  Cochins,  of  what- 
ever colour,  were  sadly  degenerate  from 
those  of  former  days ;  so  much  so,  that,  in 
one  instance,  the  first  prize  was  altogether 
**  withheld."  All  this  has  arisen,  no  doubt, 
from  the  late  popular  delusion,  of  over- 
looking more  essential  characteristics,  in 
the  pursuit  of  colour  only.  The  folly  of 
so  doing  will,  we  think,  prevent  its  being 
still  continued;  for  surely,  after  years' 
attention,  the  characteristics  of  race  should 
ever  take  precedence  of  mere  colour.  To 
the  prize  chickens,  however,  in  class  10,  the 
above  by  no  means  applies;  they  combined 
the  most  lovely  colour  with  the  highest 
pretensions  in  all  other  respects,  were 
perfectly  clear-hackled  and  well  built, 
and  very  creditable  specimens.  In  pen  85 
a  pullet  was  exhibited  that  has  rarely 
been  surpassed  in  shape,  but  she  stood 
alone  from  her  fellows. 

In  the  Game  classes  many  were  very 
good;  the  first-prize  pens  were,  indeed, 
"glorious  birds,"  and  proved  the  beauty 
of  the  game  breed,  and  the  attention  they 
received  from  visitoi-s.  The  "white  or  pile 
game,"  however,  were  withheld  from 
prizes  altogether;  the  eross-bred  class 
would  have  found  in  them  specimens  not 
unworthy  of  support.  Both  the  Malays 
and  all  the  Hamtmi^  were  very  well  re- 
presented, every  class  containing  birds  of 
first-rate  character.     The  Polands  frcre 
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indifFerenty  and  we  could  not  but  olMseire 
how  indastriously  the  anterior  feathers  of 
the  crests  of  the  black  rarieties  had  been 
removed — a  fact  that  seems  by  no  means  to 
have  escaped  the  judges  in  their  arbitra- 
tions. 

In  the  ^^  extra  class,"  a  pen  of  white 
Spanish  very  justly  obtained  a  prize ;  they 
were  splendid  specimens  of  this  very  un- 
usual variety.  The  Bantams  were  well 
represented ;  as  were  also  the  turkeys  and 
Aylesbury  ducks;  but  the  Rouens  were 
sadly  degenerate,  as  compared  with  those 
of  former  days.  Some  white  Malays,  and 
a  grey  Dorking  hen,  among  the  single 
specimens,  were  extremely  good.  The 
care  and  attention  to  the  poultrv,  whilst 
confined,  was  of  the  highest  character, 
and  well  calculated  to  produce  future  con- 
fidence. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

Class  1.— Spanish. 

Ist  Prize,   Mr.  Plammer,    BriBlington,   near 

Bristol;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Babbftge,  Exeter;   drd, 

W.  Rowe,  Esq.,  Milton  Abbot,  Tavistock.  €k)m- 

mended,  T.  Marshall,  Esq.,  Belmont,  Taunton. 

Class  2.~Coloubed  Dobkings. 
let  Prize,  C.  Harward,  Esq.,  Plymtree;  2nd, 
J.  Pearce,  Esq.,  Wympole;  3rd,  R.  Bramwell, 
Esq.;    Holaworthy.     Commended,  W.  Rowe, 
Milton  Abbot. 

Class  2.— White  Dorkings. 
1st  Prize,    F.  J.  Coleridge,    Esq.,     Ottery 
St.  Mary,    Exeter;   2nd,  Joseph   ClUt,   Esq., 
Dorking;  3rd,  Cfaas.  Edwardes,  Esq.,  Brisling- 
ton,  Bristol. 

Class  4. — Dobking  Chickens  (pen  of  six). 
Prize,  C.  Harward,  Esq.  Plymtree. 

Class  5.^Dobking  Chickens  (pen  of  four). 
Prize,  Mr.  H.  Drew,  Peamore,  near  Exeter. 


Class  6.— Cochin  China  (Cinnamon  or  Buff)* 
Cock  and  two  Hens. 
1st  Prize,  Rd.  Daw,  Esq.,  Mount  Radford, 
Exeter;  2nd,  Miss  Dyott,  Torwood  Mount, 
Torquay;  3rd,  Capt.  Bllicombe,  St.  Sidwell's, 
Exeter. 

Class  7. — Cochin  China  (Brown  or  Partridge 
coloured).  Cock  and  two  Hens. 
1st  Prize,   Mrs.   Brueton    Ford,    Ide,  near 


Exeter;  2nd,  Bjbw.  6.  F. 
Somerset;  3rd,  ditto. 


Hodgson,  BtmreU, 


Class  8.— Cochin  (White),  Cock  and  two  Hens* 
1st  Prize,  withheld ;  2nd,  Jas.  Turner,  Esq., 
Northbrook,  Exeter;  3rd,  R.  Branwell,  Esq., 
Holaworthy. 

Class  9.— Coohin  Chickens  (pen  of  six). 
Prize,  T.  R.  Robazd,  Esq.,  Langford,near  BriatoL 

Class  10.  ^Cochin  Chickens  (pen  of  four). 
Prize,  T.  Robard,  Esq.,  Langford,  near  Bristol. 
Commended,  T.  Stone,  Esq.,  Oddioome,  near 
Knightabridge. 

Class  I1.--0amb   (Black-breastad  and  other 
Reds),  Cock  and  two  Hens. 
1st  Prize,   T.  Robard,  Esq.,  Langford,  near 
Bristol;  2nd,  Mr.  H.  Shield,  Taunton. 

Class  12.— Game  (Dockwings,  &c.).  Cock  aad 
two  Hens. 
Ist  Prize,  T.  Robaid,  £sa.,  Langfoid,  near 
Bristol;  2nd,  Mrs.  Qnicke,  Newton  St.  C^res, 
Exeter. 


Class  13.— Game  (Piles  and  Whites),  Coek  and 
two  Hens. 
All  the  prizes  withheld. 

Class  14.— Malays  (Cock  and  two  Hens), 
lat  Prize,  Mr.  Chas.  Ballance,  Taunton;  2nd, 
do. ;  3fd,  Henry  Andey,  Esq.,  Lympstone. 

Class  15.— Golden-pencillbd  Hamburgs. 
1st  Prize,  Miss  F.  Pattison,  Feniton  Court, 
Honiton;  2nd,  Doctor  Rogers,  Honiton;  3nl, 
Mrs.  Brutton  Ford,  Ide,  near  Exeter. 

Class  16. — Golden-spangled   Hamburos. 

1st  Prize,    Mr.  T.  Hine,    Thiokthom,    neur 

Ilminster;  2nd,  C.  Edwardes,  Esq.,  BrisUngton, 

near  Bristol;  3rd,  S.  H.  Warren,  Dulverton, 

Somerset 


Class  17.— Silver-pencilled  Hambubos. 

1st  Prize,  Thos.  Michelmore,  Esq.,  Berry, 
Totness;  2nd,  W.Rowe,  Esq.,  Milton  Abbot, 
Taristock ;  3rd,  Miss  F.  Pattison,  FenitonCoort, 
Honiton. 


Class  18.— Silyeb-sp angled  Hambubos. 
1st  Prize,  Chas.  Edwardes,  Esq.,  Brislington ; 
Bristol ;  2nd,  do. ;  3rd,  Doctor  Rogers,  Honiton. 


Class  19.— Polands  (Black  with  White  Crests). 
Ist  Prize,  Mr.  T.  P.  Hine,  Thickthorn,  Ilmin- 
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Iter ;  2Dd,  C.  Edwariks^  Bsq^  BnsUngton,  Bristol; 
3rd«  B6t.  G.  Hodgson,  Banwell,  Somenet. 

Class  20.— PbLANDS  (Golden), 
ht  Prize,  R.  Bush,  Esq.,  Clifton,  near  Bristol ; 
no  other  entry  in  this  dass. 

CuLss  21.— PoLANDS  (Silver), 
we.  El 
Tavistock  ;'2nd  and  3rd,  wi( 


1st  Prize,  W.  Rowe,  Esq.,  Milton  Abbott, 
■  ithheld. 


Class  22.— (Any  other  variety). 
1st  Prize,  Mr.  Connett,  Exeter  (Silky  fowls); 
2iid,  Miss   Northcote,    Upton    Pyne   (White 
Spanish);    3rd,   T.    Robard,   Esq.,    Langford 


(BlSck  Cochin). 

'         Class  23.— Gold-laced  Bantams. 
I     Ist  Prize,  Rev.  G.  Hodgson,  Banwell,  Somerset ; 
:  Do.  equal,  T.  G.  Golly,  the  Prison,  Exeter; 
j  2nd,  W.  Connett,  Exeter. 


Class  24.— Silyeb-lackd  Bantams. 
Ist  Prize,  Rev.  G.  Hodgson,  Banwell,  Somenet ; 
2nd,  W.  Connett,  High-streef^  Exeter. 

Class  25.— Bantams  (any  other  variety). 
1st  Prise,  Rev.  G.Hodgson,  Banwell,  Somenet 
(white);  2nd,  W.  Connett,  Exeter  (black). 

Class  24  ^a).  Turkeys  (Cock  and  Hen). 

Ist  Prize,  Chas.  Edwardes,  Esq.,  Brislington, 
Bristol;  2nd,  W.  Rowe,  Esq.,  Milton  Abbot, 
Taristoek;  C.  Sheiriflf,  Esq.,  Beacon-hoose, 
Pinhoe. 


Class  25  (a),|  Gusb  (Gander  and  two  Geese). 
Ist  Prize,  Mrs.  Anne  Hole,  Plymtree;  2nd,  W. 
Rowe,  Esq.,  Milton  Abbott,  Tavistock;  3rd, 
C.  Sherriif,  Esq.,  Beacon- hoose,  Pinhoe. 

Class  26.— Ducks  (Aylesbury). 
1st  Prize,  Mrs.  Bmtton  Ford,  Ide,  Exeter;  2nd, 
Mrs.firatton  Ford,  Ide,  Exeter ;  3rd,  C.  Sherriff, 
Ssq.,  Beacon-house,  Pinhoe. 

Class  27.— Ducks  (Rouen). 
1st  Prize,  Withheld;   2nd,  W.  Rowe,  Esq., 
Milton  Abbott,  Tavistock;  3rd,  T.  Bembridge, 
Esq.,  Heavitree. 

Class  28.— Piobons. 
Prize  (Carriers),  Master  Mackey,  Fairhill, 
Exeter ;  Prize  (Almonds),  Doctor  Rogers,  Honi- 
ton.  Commended  (Almonds),  C.  Bluett,  Esq., 
Taunton;  Prize  (Fantails),  Miss  Northcote, 
Upper  Pyne;  Prize  (Jacobins),  Doctor  Rogers, 
Honiton. 


Class  (Single  Specimens). 
Commended,  (White  Cochin  cock),  F.  Cole- 
ridge, Esq.,  Ottery  Saint  Mary,  Exeter ;  (White 
Miday  cock),  Mr.  L.  Berry,  of  Brook-cotteg^ 
CUst,  St.  George;  (White  Malay  hen),  Mr.Ii. 
Berry,  of  Brook-cottage,  Clist,  St.  Gecorge; 
(White  Malay  hen),  H.  Hadney,  Esq.,  Lymp- 
stone ;  (Coloured  Dorking  hen)  Doctor  Rajgers, 
Honiton;  (Cochin  Buff  cock),  Mr.  S.  Gillard^ 
Heavitree,  Exeter. 

Although  belonging  to  the  Horticultand 
part  of  the  Exhibition,  vre  cannot  refrain 
from  noticing  a  hundred  heads  of  Aspara- 
•gns  (each  head  cut  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  Show  under  seven  inches  long)  that 
weighed  twelve  pounds  and  fourteen  ounces^ 
pretty  good  proof  that  Exeter  can  produce 
equally  first-rato  ^^  chickens  and  aspara- 
gus/' for  the  purposes  of  the  dinner-table. 


Hexham  Poultry  Society. 

The  second  annual  exhibition  of  the 
Hexham  Poultry  Society  took  place  on 
the  12th  and  13th  instant,  in  the  Abbey 
Grounds. 

In  Spanish,  we  observed  some  pens  of 
fair  birds.  The  Dorkinss  good,  particu- 
larly the  cock  and  one  nen  of  Mr.  Isaac 
Lawson,  of  Uolme  House,  Gateshead, 
which  carried  off  the  the  first  prize  in 
Class  5.  There  was  nothing  very  good  in 
the  Cochin  class.  In  Game,  some  nice  indi- 
vidual birds  were  shown,  but  the  judges 
awarded  but  few  prizes,  the  birds  being 
badly  matehed.  Amongst  the  Hamburgs 
were  some  nicely-marked  birds,  thouc;h  the 
entries  were  not  numerous.  In  Polands, 
but  few  pens  were  exhibited  ;  Mr.  Trotter, 
who  carried  off  the  first  prize  at  Newcastle, 
was  again  successful,  both  with  golden  and 
silver.  In  Bantams,  there  was  nothing 
particular,  if  we  except  a  pen  of  gold-laced 
belonging  to  Capt.W.  H.  Snell ;  they  were 
well  laced,  but  to  our  eye  rather  too  large. 
In  Turkeys,  Miss  Richardson  showed  a 
very  handsome  American  bird.  In  Ducks, 
Mr.  Trotter's  pen  of  Aylesbury  obtained 
the  first  prize,  and  were  well  worthy  of  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9»2 


THE  POUi;.TRY  OHRQNICLEL 


The  Rev.  R.  Palleine  and  Mr.  Gibson 

were  the  judges. 

The  day  was  very  fine  and  the  arrange*- 
inents  good.  The  thanks  of  visitors  and 
exhibitors  are  due  to  the  indefatigable 
exertions  of  the  oommittee,  at  the  head  of 
which,  if  we  may  venture  to  particulariBe» 
we  would  place  Mr.  £Qgland«  If  they  con- 
tinue to  exhibit  the  same  zeal  thev  have 
this  year  shown,  we  doubt  not  but  that  the 
Hexham  Poultry  Society  will  contribute 
much  to  the  improvement  of  the  breed  of 
poultry  in  the  neighbourhood.        K.  W. 


HngflD  Bnsticfld. 

TRIFLES,    ORIGINAL  AND    SELECT,    FROIC    THK 
NOTE-BOOK  OF  A  DERBYSHIRE  YEOMAN. 

The  Dorking  Fowl. 
The  common  sense  of  the  public  lias 
brought  back  the  Dorking  fowl  to  its 
wonted  pre-eminence.  At  the  sale  after 
the  Metropolitan  Show,  and  also  at  the 
Birmingham  Exhibition  of  this  year,  the 
Dorking  fowl  met  with  readier  disposal 
at  large  prices  than  any  other  bird.  The 
public  voice  has  recognised  it  as  the  bird 
for  the  English  farm-vard ;  it  is  altogether 
the  pet  of  John  Bull,  as  possessing  great 
and  good  qualities,  without  ostentation 
and  clamour.  The  history  of  our  county 
town  records  no  less  than  three  poultry 
sales  by  public  auction,  and  at  each  of 
those  the  Dorking  fowl  obtained  the 
highest  bidding — good  hens  selling  for  as 
much  as  thirty  shUlings  each;  and fui-ther, 
the  most  successful  breeder  of  Dorking 
fowls  is  at  this  moment  selling  their  eggs 
readily,  at  three  guineas  per  dozen.  These 
and  the  Game  fowl  are  the  true  British 
poultry.  They  are  racy  of  the  soil,  and 
eome  down  to  us,  like  many  other  good 
things,  from  a  remote  antiquitv.  If  it 
were  possible  to  engraft  the  nardihood 
Mid  quality  of  the  latter  upon  the  size  and 
early  maturity  of  the  former,  perfection 
would  be  obtained.  The  veriest  Gourmand 
could  ask  no  more,  for  there  would  be 
quan^ty  and  quaiiiy  enough  to  satisfy  the 


most  capacious  and.oitpridioua  io£  eppctiios* 
Tendemess  and  fdanipufesa  ^iwuldgo  hand 
in  hand  with  a  juiciness  fittied  to  envftp- 
ture  an  Alderman  or  &  Bi^hojp.  These  are 
great  and  critical  authoiitiea  m  xnattei-a  of 
taste.  Bland,  unctuous,  ajod  rosy  as  they 
appear,  they  are  neverthelesB  exoesaively 
fastidious,  the  terror  of  cooks,  and  the 
final  appeal  in  all  matters  appertaining  to 
gustativeness  and  alimentary  del^ht ;  but 
even  such  an  ordeal  could  l)e  borne  by  the 
fowl  that  combined  in  itself  the  respective 
excellences  of  the  Dorking  and  Game 
breed.  The  delicate  taste  of  an  Ariel  who 
could  sip  only  where  the  bee  sipped,  and 
the  greediness  of  an  Esquimaux,  might  be 
cotemporaneously  gratified  under  such  a 
combination,  and  short  only  of  this,  the 
Dorking  fowl  stands  pre'eminent  as  the 
fowl  for  the  table.  Those  persons,  and 
those  only,  who  saw  and  studied  pen  160, 
at  the  Birmingham  Poultry  Show  of  1853^ 
can  form  an  accurate  idea  of  the  size, 
quality,  and  beauty  of  a  first-rate  Dorking 
fowl.  They  were  the  birds  of  tiie  exhibi- 
tion, and  before  them  the  whole  tribe  of 
Spanish  and  Cochins,  black,  white,  brown, 
and  buff,  ^'  paled  their  ineffectual  fires  ;" 
thirty-five  pounds  weight  of  the  most 
delicious  meat  imder  heaven  were  there 
enshrined  in  beautiful  forms,  and  robed 
with  a  plumage  in  which  richness  and 
grace  struggled  for  ascendency. 

Althougn  this  fowl  was  described  by 
Pliny,  by  Columella,  and  by  Aldrovandus 
<<a  thousand  years  ago;*'  although  it  has 
been  long  known  to  naturalists  as  the 
''  Gallus  Pentadactylus,'*  or  five-toed  Jien, 
and  recognized  through  this  quality  by 
every  good  housewife,  who  sought  a  good 
fowl  in  Leadenhall  Market^  yet,  strange  to 
say,  it  has  been  little  patronized  b^  the 
farmers  in  general,  or  even  by  persons  of 
greater  pretensions.  Mr*.  Trotter,  who  has 
recently  received  a  prize  from  Uie  Royal 
Agricultural  Societv  for  the  best  essay  on 
Poultry,  devotes  eigntcen  lines  only  to  the 
Dorking  Fowl,  and  in  this  quarter  page 
commits  several  errors  respecting  them. 
He  says^  ''This  breed  degenoKates  when 
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removed  from  its  native  place."    Now  it  is 
a  fact,  that  birds  bred  in  Lancashire  have 

I  •  hitherto  beaten  all  competitors.    The  Rev. 

I I  Mr.  Boys,  of  Biddenden,  in  Kent,  took  the 
1 1  chief  prizes  at  Reigate,  in  Surrey  (the 
' '  very  home  of  the  Dorkings) ;  but  his  birds, 
!  which  he  valued  at  £200,  were  beaten 
i  utterly  at  Birmingham  by  fowls  from 
!j  Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  Shropshire. 
';  If  I  were  to  write  that  th«  Dorkings  of 

Derbyshire  may  challenge  the  world,  it 
would  appear  like  a  big,  burly,  blustering 
sentiment,  '^  full  of  sound  and  fury,  signi- 
!  fying  nothing ;"  but  it  is  nevertheless  not 
very  far  from  the  truth.  Take  not  one 
1 1  county  away,  or  one  division,  or  one  town, 
but  remove  the  birds  of  (me  individual  from 
the  competition,  and  then  it  is  the  modest 
opinion  of  a  Derbyshire  Yeoman,  that  the 
Dorking  Fowl  within  a  ten-mile  radius  of 
his  county  town  may  safely  vie  with  all 
England,  and  therefore  with  all  the  world. 
To  the  proof ;  in  judging  of  public  ques- 
tionsy  v*^e  can  be  guided  only  by  public 
.  results.  If  asked,  where  are  the  best 
1 1  Leicestershire  sheep  in  England^  the  reply 
',  at  once  iff,  at  Mr.  Sandy's,  Holme  Pierre- 
point,  Nottingham — and  why  ?  because  in 
I  a  Royal  Competition  open  to  the  United 
I  Kingdom,  he  carries  q&  the  prize.  There 
is  no  other  standard.  People  may  hug 
themselves  with  self-complacency,  and 
flatter  themselves  that  they  have  mter  at 
home;  but  let  them  compete,  and  perhaps 
they  will  discover  that  there  is^  soniething 
in  a  home  atmosphere  which  leads  to 
optical  illusions,  and  thereby  to  defective 
judgment.  A  little  solitary  hill  in  a  wide 
plain  looks  wonderfully  large  for  want  of 
others  with  which  to  compare  it;  and  both 
cattle  and  poultry  have  been  known  to 
look  much  larger  by  themselves  than  by 
the  side  of  their' rivals.  But  to  return  to 
the  Derbyshire  Dorkings;  it  was  some- 
thing that  in  our  own  county  show,  open 
to  general  competition,  the  first  and  second 
prizes  in  the  adult  classes,  and  the  first 
prise  in  the  ohicken  class,  should  be  borne 
away  by  the  native  birds  of  the  district, 
more  especially,  when  it  is  known  that 


they  evoked  the  admiration  of  so  experi- 
enced and  able  a  judge  as  Mr.  Bond,  of 
Leeds,  and  that,  not  simply  in  comparison 
with  the  birds  with  which  they  were  then 
in  competition,  but  as  fine  specimens  of 
their  class.  The  Cottage  Gardener  (a  great 
authority),  moreover,  stated  that  the  prize 
chickens  **  were  admitted  by  all  to  be  the 
finest  pen  of  young  Dorking  Fowl  ever 
exhibited."  In  the  show  of  world-wide 
reputation,  and  almost  world-wide  com- 
petition, at  Birmingham,  the  fowls  from 
this  neighbourhood  were  only  second  to 
those,  of  which  exception  has  been  made, 
and  indeed  the  first  prize  for  the  best  cock 
and  pullet  was  carried  off  by  Mr.  Drewry, 
of  Newton  Mount,  near  Burton.  These 
facts  are  related,  to  show  that  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society's  Prize  Essay  was 
incorrect  in  speaking  of  the  degeneracy  of 
the  Dorking  Fowl  when  removed  from 
Surrey,  and  to  justify  tlie  dpinion  of  a 
Derbyshire  Yeoman,  that  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Knowsley  breed)  there  are 
three  poultry-yards  within  eight  miles  of 
each  other,  and  all  within  ten  of  our 
county  town,  that  might  safely  challenge 
any  other  three  yards  in  the  United  King- 
dom for  the  display  of  Dorking  Fowl. — 
Btf  permission  of  the  author^  from  "  The 
Derby  Reporter,^* 


TTnusTial  Heroism  of  a  Cochin  China 
Fowl. 
Perhaps,  where  opposed  by  so  strange 
and  pouoerftd  an  antagonist,  there  has  never 
been  recorded  an  equal  instance  of  deter^ 
mined  valour,  and  dogged  perseverance  on 
the  part  of  a  fowl,  as  that  displayed  by  the 
hero  of  the  following  anecdote.  A  gentle-* 
man  having  purchased  at  a  public  sale  a 
pair  of  two-year  old  Cochin  fowls,  took 
them  to  a  property  where  they  enjoyed 
the  run  of  a  large  yard,  unmolested  by  any 
other  poultry.  In  less  than  three  weeka 
the  hen  was  found  to  have  "  stolen  a  nest," 
on  the  bare  ground,  behind  some  old  timber 
*in  a  vacant  stable,  and  was  sitting  on 
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foufteeneggs.  The  male  bird  seemed  nn- 
usually  interested  in  her  oconpation,  and 
seated  himself  regularly  about  a  yard  from 
his  mate  nearly  the  whole  of  his  time. 
Their  owner,  however,  was  not  a  little  an- 
noyed to  find  that  during  the  night  an  egg 
had  been  purloined  from  the  sitting  hen ; 
and  later  in  the  same  day  still  another 
was  missing.  Acting  under  the  impression 
that  his  losses  proceeded  from  some  youths 
in  a  workshop  that  overlooked  his  yard 
(and  whom  he  had  frequently  heard  speak 
covetously  of  his  favourites),  he  determined 
to  watch  for  the  intruder,  through  a  small 
fissure  in  an  adjoining  building.  Shortly 
after  taking  his  position,  he  observed  a 
lar^rat  creep  stealthily  towards  the  nest ; 
on  Its  approach  the  hen  raised  herself,  but 
though  apparently  much  alarmed,  offered 
no  opposition,  and  the  rat,  after  several 
inefiectual  attempts,  rolled  an  egg  gently 
from  the  nest,  and  continued  pushing  it 
with  its  head  towards  a  hole  about  five  or 
six  feet  distant.  At  this  juncture  the  cock, 
which  till  now  had  appeared  quite  a  pas- 
sive spectator  of  the  whole  affair,  suddenly 
rushed  upon  the  aggressor,  and  following 
up  his  advantages  by  a  rapid  succession  of 
blows  with  the  feet  and  spurs,  still  perse- 
vered, until  he  had  driven  the  rat  into  a 
comer;    here,   however,   a    change  took 

Elace  in  "  the  fortune  of  war  ; "  and  the 
ktter,  summoning  up  aU  its  courage, 
jumped  upon  the  head  of  the  cock,  inflict- 
ing at  the  same  time  a  serious  bite  through 
the  swallow,  which  caused  the  fowl  to  fall 
from  its  feet  and  struggle  violently  with 
its  wings.  The  owner,  greatly  troubled  at 
this  apparently  unequal  contest  now 
hastened  to  the  rescue  ;  his  surprise,  how- 
ever was  great  on  finding,  when  he  reached 
the  combatants,  the  cock  standing  upon 
the  rat,  which  had  fixed  firm  hold  of  its 
opponent  through  the  foot.  This  strange 
warfare  was  **  allowed  now  to  take  its  awn 
course,"  and  soon  drew  to  a  close,  for  the 
Cochin  seized  its  adversary  by  the  nape  of 
the  neck,  and  at  one  pull  literally  scalped 
it.  From  the  hemorrhage  that  instantly 
took   place,   the   result   was    no   longer 


dubious,  the  gripe  of  the  rat  slackened, 
and  he  sank  dead  at  the  feet  of  our  cou- 
rageous favourite.  The  matter,  however, 
was  not  altogether  settled,  for  after  two  or 
three  exultant  crowings,  the  Cochin  com- 
menced a  cannibal's  feast,  devouring  the 
head,  and  part  of  the  intestines.  The 
writer  of  this  paragraph  saw  the  remnants 
of  the  defeated  the  same  evening,  they 
then  weighed  three  quarters  of  a  pound. 
Great  inflammation  ensued  to  the  cock's 
wounds,  he  being  bitten  in  eleven  places, 
chiefly  about  the  comb  and  wattles,  but  it 
is  satisfactory  to  relate  he  at  length  per- 
fectly recovered.  fi. 


%  mafs  '$tm-'§af. 


A  RBPLT  TO  THE  "  FARMBft'S  WIFB." 

Newton  Honse  Poultry  Yard, 
Yorkshire. 

Mr.  Editor,— In  reply  to  "A  Farmei^s 
'Wife/'  I  beff  to  say,  at  this  time  of  year  my  time 
is  fdUy  employed,  and  conseqnently  cannot  an- 
swer as  I  would  wish ;  but  she  will  find  much  in- 
formation in  the  article  yoa  refer  to,  and  also  in 
others  m  back  numbers. 

The  principal  time  to  send  chickens  and  all 
other  younff  poultry  to  London  is,  from  February 
to  June  folIowinE.  They  should  be  well  fed  (or 
fatted),  killed  (by  strangulation),  and  picked 
while  warm  and  clean ;  the  hairs  singed  off,  and 
feet  washed  clean,  placed  in  a  cool  pantry,  on  a 
shelf,  breast  downwards,  in  a  close,  compact  form, 
side  by  side  (the  heads  hanging  over),  and  when 
quite  cold,  will  be  fit  to  send  off  by  packing  in 
dean  straw. 

It  will  be  useless  to  send  any  but  young  things, 
the  Dorking  hen  nine  months  old  would  not  pay 
the  carriage.  The  fowls  selling  at  the  price  men- 
tioned would  not  be  more  than  five  months  old, 
and  of  the  very  best  sort,  prepared  by  men  of 
great  experience,  who  make  a  living  by  it.  What- 
ever is  sent  to  London  at  this  season,  it  should  be 
so  managed  as  to  get  it  into  the  market  over 
night,  or  early  in  the  morning,  as  the  princiMU 
trading  hours  are  from  five  to  nine  o'clock: 
poultry  arriving  after  this,  in  hot  weather,  is  sola 
at  a  reduced  figure. 

Any  person  intending  to  supply  the  London 
markets  should  take  a  peep  into  Lieadenball  or 
Newgate  Market,  early  some  fine  morning,  and 
.he  woold  then  have  a  correct  lesson  at  once. — 
Yours,  &c.,  T.  Wars. 
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SITTING  A3HD  SBTTING. 

DsAB  Sir,— I  "  tit  "  down  to  write,  but  I 
"  set  myself"  to  the  work^  not  with  a  view  of 
"  setting**  the  question  at  rest,  for  that  is  hope- 
less in  any  controversy ;  though,  the  truth  is, 
there  can  be  no  question  between  "sit"  and 
"set"  as  applied  to  hens,  any  more  than  between 
lie  and  lay,  or  any  other  active  verb  and  a  neuter 
verb.  Hens  "  lie"  down  to  die,  but  they  "  lay" 
their  eggs. 

The  fact  is,  that  "sit"  is  neuter,  "set"  is 

active.    I  "  set"  cabbages,  I  '*  set"  my  chair  on 

i  the  grass  plat  and  *'  sit"  down  and  smoke  my 

;  pipe.    I  *'  set"  the  tea-things  on  the  table.    I 

\  "set"  the  hen  upon  her  eggs.    But  the  hen 

■  when  there  "  sits."    If  she  steals  a  nest  for  her- 

i  sdif,  we  sav  she  "  sets"  herself,   but  we  after 

that  say  she  "  sits"  in  the  fence.    There  is, 

I  moreover,  no  difference  between  man  and  hens, 

I  as  to  **  sitting"  or  "setting."    I  "  sit"  upon 

I  a  chair,  but  I  say  to  a  friend,  familiarly,  come 

:  "  set  yourself  "  down,  andl  say  so  grammatically. 

I  So,  "  I  lie  down,"  but  I  may  equally  say,  "Hay 

I  myself  down.' '    There  can  be  no  question  on  this 

,  subject,  therefore  let  us  never  hear  any  more  of 

"setting  hens"   if  we  mean  to  describe  hens 

upon  their  eggs ;  but  if  you  wish  to  tell  us  how  to 

plaoe  them  on  their  eggs  with  the  best  chance  of 

success,  vou  may  then  write  us  an  article  on  the 

best  method  of  "  setting  hens." 

Wishing  your  time  to  be  occupied  on  more 
psBctical  subjects, 

I  subscribe  myself  yonrs^  &c. 

RusTicuB,  A.  B. 
May  15,  1854. 


PHEASANT  FOWLS. 

SiB, — In  your  current  number  of  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle,"  I  observe  a  writer,  "AJector,"  men- 
tioning the  various  names  of  the  Hamburgs,  and 
askiog  what  is  meant  by  Gddai  Pheasants,  &c.  ? 
With  regard  to  the  latter,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  is  certeinly  different  from  the  Hambuig  when 
viewed  by  those  who  possess  both  varieties.  I 
find,  however,  people  naming  erroneously  the 
silver-pencilled  and  spangled  Hamburgs,  Silver 
Pheasants,  and  so  I  suppose  with  others  the 
golden-pencilled  and  spangled  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. In  Gumberiand  and  many  places  in  North- 
umberland, what  are  understood  as  pheaaant- 
fowb  are  supposed  to  have  some  alliance  to  the 
common  pheasant,  but  this  is  no  doubt  erro- 
neous. The  bird  is  much  larger  and  lays  a 
larger  egg  than  the  Hamburg,  equally  good  as  a 
layer,  and  never  sits.  The  most  common  has 
some  marks  on  the  feathers  somewhat  resembling 
the  pheasant,  but  there  are  no  doubt  different 


colours^  An  old  acquaintance  lately  informed 
me,  that  he  knew  a  person  who  had  a  fine  breed 
of  white  pheasants  above  fifty  years  ago.  To 
the  amateur  who  has  not  space  they  are  not 
suitable,  for  their  industry  equals  the  Poland, 
but  they  are  the  best  bam  •  door  fowls  hitherto 
known. — I  am.  Sir,  yours  respectfully. 

An  AMAnran. 


MY  POULTRY. 

As  any  facts  about  poultry  are  interesting  now, 
I  send  you  a  few,  the  results  of  my  own  ex- 
perience. 

My  stock  consists  of  three  Brahma  Pootras, 
and  about  fifty  Dorkings. 

The  former  have  been  shut  up,  since  January, 
in  a  shed  with  a  small  yard,  about  30  feet  long 
and  12  broad.  They  have  never  been  out  at  all, 
and  till  the  last  three  weeks  have  both  (there 
being  two  pullets  and  a  cock)  laid  regularly. 

One  has  evinced  an  inclination  to  sit  since 
then,  and  has  shown  quite  a  different  nature  from 
either  Cochin  or  Dorking;  for  both  of  the  latter 
I  have  always  been  able  to  put  off,  by  confining 
them  in  a  dark  place  for  a  couple  of  days,  when  I 
did  not  want  them  to  sit,  but  the  Brahma  has  been 
confined  in  the  dark  several  days,  put  in  different 
places, —almost  starved,  &c.,  and  has  continued 
most  determined  to  sit  till  the  last  day  or  two, 
when  I  hope  the  inclination  has  begun  to  die 
away. 

This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  different  habit 
from  Cochms. 

I  like  the  Brahmas  very  much— they  are  the 
best  layers  and  hardiest  fowls  I  have  ever  had. 
I  do  not  think  I  have  lost  one  chicken. 

With  regard  to  Dorkings,  I  have  been  a 
breeder  for  the  last  six  years,  and  of  late  have 
crossed  my  fowls  with  the  best  blood  I  could  get 
from  Capt.  Hornby,  Messrs.  Boys,  Towneley 
Parker,  and  Blandford,  who,  I  consider,  are 
about  the  best  breeders  of  the  day ;  and  I  must 
confess  I  read  the  weighty  accounts  of  Dorkings 
sometimes  with  incredulity.  I  know  my  fowls  are 
very  fair  specimens,  as  I  was  twice  commended  last 
Birmingham  meeting,  and  have  before  taken  a 
prize  there  and  at  other  places,  and  out  of  fifty 
picked  birds,  and  several  of  them  prize  birds 
bought  at  various  places,  I  have  only  one  hen 
that  weighs  8  lbs.,  which  I  see  spoken  of  as  a 
common  weight,  and  no  cock  above  9  lbs.  My 
fowls  have  every  advantage  possible ;  they  are 
mostly  only  five  hens  with  one  cock,  plenty  of 
rango,  grass,  gravel,  and  plough,  and  are  well 
fed;  so,  why  mine  do  not  weigh  as  much  as 
other  people's  I  can't  understand ;  but  I  know 
this,  if  any  one  goes  to  Messrs,  Bailey,  Miller, 
or  Baker,  and  asks  for  good  Dorkings  to  weigh 
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7  or  8  lbs.,  without  being  f«d  up  aod  too  fat  for 
breeduig*  be  will  have  great  difficulty  ia  getting 
tbem.  I  ha^e  tried,  and  never  couId>  tbongb 
price  was  no  object. 

In  this  part  of  the  country,  the  early  spring 
was  bad  for  chickens,  for  though  dry,  the  winds 
were  very  cold,  and  my  early  ones  did  not  do 
very,  well;  however,  they  have  made  up  for  it 
the  last  month  and  have  got  on  famously. 

One  pallet  of  the  last  year  was  set  on  twenty 
eggs,  and  hatched  them  all ;  they  are  now  nearly  a 
month  old,  and  all  alive  and  well.  This  was 
done  by  way  of  experiment,  as  I  always  thought 
thirteen  or  fifteen  were  quite  enough. 

My  chickens,  of  Which  there  are  nearly  two 
hundred,  are  fed  on  dog  biscuit,  Indian  meal, 
chopped  lettuce  or  vetches,  and  now  and  then  a 
little  whole  corn,  barley,  and  buckwheat  mixed, 
and  for  the  last  month  I  have  not  lost  one, 
which  shows  their  treatment  agrees  with  them. 
I  keep  several  Cochin  hens  for  sitting,  and  find 
they  make  excellent  mothers  for  a  time,  but  after 
about  three  weeks,  want  to  leave  their  chickens 
and  begin  to  lay  again,  so  I  am  obliged  to  keep 
the  hens  cooped  up  much  longer  than  I  should 
do  olherwise.  I  have  one  at  the  present  time 
which  lays  in  the  coop  with  her  chickens,  and 
still  takes  the  greatest  care  of  them,  but  if  she  is 
let  out,  takes  no  notice  of  them  at  all. 

One  white  Cochin  1  have  is  a  most  excellent 
mother — she  has  twenty-nine  chickens  with  her, 
and  perfectly  covers  them  all.  It  is  a  very  pretty 
sight  to  see  them  all  run  out  together. 

1  am  trespassing  too  far  on  your  space,  so  most 
conclude.  F.  T. 

P.S.  In  answer  to  "C.  H.  B.,"  I  beg  to  sav 
I  have  a  great  many  young  Brahmas,  all  with 
feathered  legs,  and  as  the  chickeus  prove  like 
the  parents  in  every  respect,  have  no  doubt  they 
are  a  di«tinct  breed* 

"C.  H.B."  says,  "he  has  seen  thousands," 
and  *'  at  least  one-half  were  very  partially  fea- 
thered, or  altogether  clean-legged." 

I  am  sorry  he  should  have  got  among  such  bad 
specimens  of  the  breed,  and  think  he  will  find 
some  very  superior  birds  exhibited  this  year,  and 
that  they  will  be  the  most  popular  fowl  of  the 
day,  in  spite  of  all  disappointed  Cochin  fanciers 
may  write  and  say  against  them. 


nOBKING  FOWLS. 


My  Dbar  M&.  EniTOR, — You  have  roused 
me  to  break  a  lance  with  you,  by  the  tenour  of 
your  remarks  on  a  letter  signed  "J.  Ware,"  in 
your  last  number,  in  reference  to  Dorkings. 
Your  observations  are  so  opposed  to  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had  in  breeding  this  variety,  that 


I  really  could  not  kmp  sUenoe^  JiUQwiBg  tbut 
anything  you  and  I  may  say  on  the  maitter  Is 
with  the  love  of  truth,  and— Poultry !  But, 
seriously,  I  have  found  their  chickens  anything 
but  tender — in  fact,  I  consider  them  positively 
hardy.  And  when  I  tell  you  that  my  soil  is  a 
cold,  retentive,  gravelly  clay,  from  which  the 
water  cannot  make  its  escape,  I  am  sure  you 
will  agree  that  it  is  not  to  be  (^ed  a  favourable 
locality  for  rearing  them.  Yet  I  have  found 
them  much  hardier  than  Spanish,  and  free  from 
ailments  or  drawbacks.  I  have  three  hens,  who, 
from  January  1st  to  the  present  time,  have  laid 
me  112  eggs.  One  has  wanted  to  sit  three  times, 
but  has  not  been  allowed ;  the  second  is  now 
sitting  for  the  second  time,  having  the  first  time 
sat  for  six  consecutive  weeks  on  two  batches  ot 
^gs ;  and  the  third  has  sat  once,  or  rather  for 
six  weeks  on  two  batches.  So  really  I  must  not 
find  fault  with  them.  Then,  as  mothers,  I  think 
them  unsurpassed,  and  as  no  one  quarrels  with 
them  on  the  table,  I  shajl  say  naught  about  them 
there;  but  having  behaved  so  well  to  me,  I  could 
not  resist  giving  them  their  due  (and  no  greater!) 
praise.  I  do  not  wish  to  exalt  them  over  every 
other  variety  of  fowls,  but  I  do  not  think  any 
other  sort  can  be  kept  with  "  more  general 
advantage!" — I  remain  yours,  F.  B. 


PHEASAirrS. 

Si&,— Still  farther  to  confirm  my  statement 
made  to  you  some  months  ago,  that  pheasants 
would  sit  in]  confinement,  the  same  pheasant 
that  sat  last  year  has  again  made  a  nest  and  is 
now  sitting  on  thirteen  eggs ;  and  I  shall  this 
year  try  boiling  the  water,— as  mentioAed  in  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle  "  as  a  preventive  against 
the  gapes— that  they  have  to  drink,  and  I  will  let 
you  know  whether  it  succeeds  and  the  fate  of  the 
hatch.— I  am.  Sir,  yomr  obedient  Servant, 

A  COUNTBY  RbCTOB. 

FA  subscriber  to  the  "Pontey  Chronic^" 
and  a  keen  sportsman,  recommends  a  |Hi&  of 
Barbadoes  aloes  as  large  as  shot  No.  1  for  the 
gapes  in  yonng  pheasants. — ^Kd.] 


THE  FORTUNATB  l^BN. 

Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  solve  the  follow- 
ing problem  ? 

Yesterday,  being  the  twentieth  day,  we  saw 
three  pretty  little  heads  peeping  out  from  a  white 
Dorking  pullet,  under  which  we  had  set  ten  gold  | 
and  silver  Hamburg  eggs,  and  no  more.  On  j 
lifting  up  the  little  mother  this  morning  to  ascer- 
tain her  progress,  what  was  our  astonishment  to 
see  nine  healthy  living  chicks  and  five  unchipped 
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eggs!  I  ought  to  add,  that  another  hen  was 
set  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  cart;  always 
aUowing  otir  fowls  to  choose  thebr  owi^  nests,  as 
60*  as  we  can  accommodate  them. 

I  think  the  circumstance,  however  explained, 
is  cnrions  and  interesting,  and  will  afford  at 
least  a  "  variety ''  in  your  pleasing  columos. 

M.  E.  B. 

[Is  it  possible  that  the  hen  stole  the  additional 
ep;g8  from  her  companion  ?  We  know  by  expe- 
rience that  hens  are  prone  to  such  little  depre- 
dations.—Ed.] 

Novel  usb  for  a  Mail  Coach.— One 
oi  the  once  celebrated  London  and  South 
Mail-coaches  is,  at  the  present  time,  laden 
with  a  full  complement  of  inside  passen- 
gers. One  of  the  seats  is  occupied  by  a 
couple  of  Dorkinj^  hens,  sitting,  and  the 
opposite  one  by  a  Turkey  hen,  aJso  in  the 
act  of  incubation.  The  front  boot  or  box 
b  occupied  by  other  hens,  also  sitting, 
and  the  hind  or  guard  boot  contains 
another  sitting  Turkey  hen.  To  what  pur- 
poses may  not  some  of  our  first-classrailway 
carriages  be  applied  when  other  inventions 
knock  them  (^the  road. — C.  P.,  Boston, 


%a  €ammn)strds. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Society,— We  are  much 
obtiged  for  the  early  particulars  of  the  forth- 
coming exhibition. 

P.  C.  H.J  Glasgow. — ^We  shall  be  very  grate- 
ful for  an  account,  from  time  to  time,  of  poultry 
matters  in  your  locality ;  and  shall  feel  obliged 
if  yon  will  address  your  contributions,  to  save  loss 
I  of  time,  to  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead. 

To  J.  B.,  Glamorganshirc-r-We  regret  that 
the  great  number  of  letters  which  we  have  re- 
oeived  on  the  same  subject  as  yours,  make  it 
impossible  to  find  space  for  it,  and  some  others. 
It  IS  very  satisfactory  to  hear  of  such  good  suc- 
cess from  purchased  eggs. 

To  W.  H.,  P/ymoii^A.— The  Editor  had  great 
pleasure  in  forwarding  **  W.  H.'s"  enclosure. 

W.  W.  B. — For  chickens  infested  with  vermin, 
deanse  and  whitewash  the  houses,  and  give  them 
wood  ashes  to  roll  in. 

Linda  suggests  that  a  lump  of  chalk  cut  into 
the  form  of  an  egg  is  a  much  more  economical 
nest-egg  than  glass  eggs  at  4s.  a  dozen ;  she  has 
used  them  for  above  a  year.  She  wishes  to  know 
••  if  a  hen  was  ever  known  to  eat  one  of  her 
chicks.**  In  reply,  we  are  sorry  to  say  we  have 
known  sncfa  an  unnatural  instance.  -  A  few  days 


back,  a  hue-and-cary  was  raised  by  the  gardener  and 
the  poultry  maid  that  a  certain  pullet,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  hatch  that  day,  was  pecking  at  the 
chicks  as  they  emerged  from  the  egg,  and  so  it 
proved,  for  before  she  could  be  stopped  she  had 
killed  and  began  to  eat  two. 

Linda  also  wishes  to  know  if  there  is  any  par- 
ticular reason  for  the  great  delicacy  of  Ddrking 
chickens  at  about  three  weeks  old  ?  and  how  we 
can  tell  cockerels  from  pullets  at  an  early  age  ? 
In  early  fledging  kinds  the  set  of  the  tail  may  be 
a  guide,  but  the  earlier  show  of  comb  and  a 
fiercer  look  about  the  eye  we  think  is  the  best 
rule.  Pullets  have  altogether  a  milder  look  about 
the  head.  Our  correspondent  concludes,  **  Your 
papers  descriptive  of  the  peculiarities  and  mark- 
ings of  the  different  classes  of  fowls  will  be  most 
valuable." 

To  Game  Cock.— "We  were  very  much  obliged 
for  the  schedule  of  the  Taunton  Show,  although 
the  secretary  had  kindly  recollected  us  the  day 
before.  There  is  no  reason  why  your  bookseller 
should  not  get  you  your  "  Poultiy  Chronicle"  on 
the  day  of  publication  ^  as  editor  and  proprietors 
have  made  a  great  point  of  having  the  work  out 
every  Tuesday  afternoon,  that  country  sub- 
scribers may  receive  it  by  the  early  post  on  Wed- 
nesday; in  this  they  have  been  seconded  by 
printers  and  publisher,  and  the  *'  Poultry 
Chronicle"  is  always  ready  for  those  who  may 
apply  for  it  at  the  office  on  Tuesday,  four 
o'clock,  p.m. 

The  Barbary  Pigeon  is  very  scarce.  We  are 
not  sure  what  is  their  value;  we  believe  they  are 
worth  from  two  to  three  guineas  the  pair.  The 
colour  is  a  reddish  salmon. 


Poultry  Market,  Leadenhall. 

The  changes  of  the  market  usually  looked  for 
at  this  season  of  the  year  come  on  but  slowly.  The 
notoriously  bad  hatch  of  this  spring,  and  the  cold 
nights,  both  contribute  their  quota  towards  the 
scarcity  that  causes  the  unusually  high  prices  we 
have  to  quote.  The  supply  of  chickens  has  been 
better  the  last  two  or  three  days,  but  the  almost 
total  absence  of  fowls  tends  to  keep  up  the  price, 
which  for  best  quality  is, 

Fowls 6s.  Od.  to  8s.  Od.  each. 

Chickens    ..     ..   3s.  Od.  to  4s.  6d.    „ 

Goslings    ••     ..   6s.  Od.  to  6s.  6d.    „ 

Ducklings.,     ..   3s.  6d.  to  4s*  6d.    ,« 

Pigeons      ..     ..Os.  lOd.  to  Is.  Odv  ^» 

RabbitV,  Tame.,   Is.  8d,  to  Os,Od<f,>, 

Do.      Wild  ,.0s.  lOd.  to  Oa,.Ud. :  ,, 

Quails*.     ..     «.   Is.  9d.  to  ^.  Qd«.  ,„. 

Plovers'  eggs,  in  bulk,  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  per  d\[^2. 
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THE  HORTICULTaRAL  JOURNAL  and 
Farm  and  Garden  AdvertiBer.  No.  6,  on 
Saturday,  May  20,  price  2d,  stamped  Sd.,  will 
contain  a  Full  Report  of  the  HORTICULTU- 
RAL  SOCIETrSSHOWat  CHISWICK. 

This  work  is  edited  by  George  Glenny,  F.H.S., 
.  and  is  devoted  ezdusively  to  the  use  of  the  true 
Practical  and  Amateur  Gardener.  It  contains 
full  reports  of  Shows,  New  Flowers,  Weekly 
Operations,  &c. 

Published  every  Saturday,  by  F.  Dillon,  at 
the  Office,  14,  York-street,  Covent-garden, 
London,  to  whom  all  communications  are  to  be 
addressed. 

EGGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Baiey  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
hury  Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3s.  4d. 

Baiiv's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d. ;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
13s.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

*' Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 

EGGS  FOR  SITTING,  of  the  choicest  Varie- 
ties. Most  of  the  birds  have  taken  Prizes 
at  Winchester,  Southampton,  Surrey  Gardens, 
and  Salisbury  Exhibitions. 

Black  and  White  Cochins,  White  Polands,  and 
Ptarmigans,  21s.  per  dozen. 
Pure  Buff  Cochins,  15s.  per  dozen. 
Post-office  orders  payable  to  Fbbderic  Fli  ght, 
72,  High-street,  Winchester. 

A  PEN  of  WHITE  COCHIN  CHINA 
FOWLS  for  SALE,  consisting  of  a  Cock 
and  two  Hens,  all  last  year's  birds,  and  of  first- 
rate  quality.  They  were  selected  with  great  care 
for  the  purpose  of  Exhibition  by  the  present 
owner,  and  are  parted  with  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances.— Apply  to  G.T.  H.,  by  letter  only,  post- 
paid, to  be  addressed  to  the  Office  of  the  *'  Poultry 
Chronicle,"  York -street,  Covent-garden. 


EGGS   from  splendid  imported  BRAHMAS 
and  Prize  DORKINGS,  Is.  each.— Apply  to 
the  PouLTRYMAN,  Abington  Rectory,  North- 


ampton. 


COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— Mr.PuNCHABD, 
of  Blunt's  Hall,  near  Haverhill,  Suffolk, 
disposes  of  Em  from  his  Buff,  and  also  from  his 
original  Partndge-ooloured,  Birds,  price  Is.  each, 
and  Is.  for  package.— Applications  for  either, 
variety  will  be  supplied  in  the  order  received. 
f 

A  LADY  who  has  taken  Four  Prizes  in  the  last 
Season  for  BUENOS  AYRBS,or  LABRA- 
DOR  BLACK  DUCKS,  will  have  a  few  Sittings 
to  part  with  during  this  month  and  next,  at  1&. 
per  set  of  thirteen,  quite  fresh  laid,  and  package 
included.  Also,  some  Rouen  Duck  Eggs,  of  a 
very  large  breed,  at  7s.  6d.,  package  included. 
Fine  speckled  or  Grey  Dorkings  (some  of  the 
hens  are  of  a  prize  breed)  at  8s.  the  set  of  thir- 
teen. A  young  Black  Buenos  Ayres  Duck  and 
Drake  to  be  disposed  of,~^the  Duck  laying,— 
price  £1.  Is.  A  Black  Pole  Cockerel  and  PuUiet, 
with  good  white  top-knots,  price  £1.  5s. — ^Direct 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Bbomwich,  Jun.,  Sutton  Cold- 
field,  near  Birmingham. 

TO  POULTRY  FANCIERS. 

EGGS. -BUFF,  COCHIN,  and  SIL^TIR- 
PENCILLED  HAMBURGS.-A  few  sit- 
tings from  these  Birds  may  now  be  had: 
Cochins,  13s.  per  dozen;  Hamburgs,  7s.  per 
doaen,  including  packing. — ^The  Cochins  are  oat 
of  the  birds  that  obtained  the  first  prize  at  the 
.Newcastle  Show,  1853,  Class  1.  The  Hamburgs 
took  the  first  prize  at  Newcastle,  April  20, 1854, 
Class  21,  Number  132.— Eggs  sent  on  receipt  of 
Post-office  order  addressed  to  Septimus  Young, 
Esq.,  North  Shields. 

COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.-Mr.  Hebbleth- 
waite,  of  the  Castle,  Knaresborough,  has 
now  for  SALE,  two  BUFF  COCKS  and  PUL- 
LETS. The  male  birds  have  taken  prizes  at 
York,  Lewes,  Huddersfield,  and  Howden,  and 
the  Pullets  are  highly  commended. 

Address  to  Mr.  Hebblethwaite,  the  Castle, 
Knaresborough. 

PRIZE  FOWLS.— EGGS  from  White  Silk 
Cochins,  which  have  taken  four  first-class 
Prizes,  including  one  at  the  Great  Metropolitan 
Show,  12s.  the  dozen.  A  few  first-class  Buff 
Cochins,  7s.  6d.  to  12s.  each,  chickens  of  birds 
which  took  three  Prizes ;  Eggs  from  ditto,  6s. 
per  dozen.  White-faced  Spanish  (cbiqkeni  of 
prize  birds),  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  6d.  each ;  Eggs  from 
ditto,  6s.  per  dozen.  Brahma  Pootra  Eggs,  from 
birds  which  took  a  First  Prize,  £2. 2s.  per  dozen. 
One  pair  of  Brahmas  (First  Prize  Birds)  for  Sale, 
price  £15. 15s.— Apply  to  Mr.  Jambs  Babbbb, 
Great  Yarmouth. 
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SPANISH  and  DORKING  FOWLS.— Capt. 
Hornby  having  transferred  his  whcde  Stock 
of  celebrated  Poultry  to  Mr.  H.D.  Davies,  of 
Sprine  Grore,  Hounslow,  a  portion  (for  want  of 
space)  is  for  Sale. 

nHBATSLEY  PARK,  NEWMARKET— John 
\J  Faiblib,  Esq.,  can  supply  EGGS  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season  at  21s.  per  dozen  from 
the  following  prize  birds: — Buff,  Partridge, 
White  and  Black  Cochins,  Brahma  Pootras, 
Dorkings,  and  Scotch  Dumpies. 

MR.  FISHER  HOBBS  has  EGGS  for  SALE 
from  his  Prize  Dorking  Fowls,  at  58.  each, 
i  package  included.    Also  a  few  Golden-pencilled 
I  Hamburg  Eggs,  from  his  birds  that  took  First 
and  Second  Prizes,  at  Is.  6d.  each.    A  few  Dor- 
king Cocks,  fellows  to  the  prize  birds,  for  Side.— 
Apply  at  Boxted-lodge,  Colchester. 


EGGS  from  CAPT.  HORNBY'S  celebrated 
Spanish  and  Dorking  Prize  Fowls  may  be 
had  on  application  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Dayibs,  Spring 
Grove,  Hounslow,  to  whom  Capt.  Hornby  has 
transferred  his  whole  stock. 

Spanish  . .   £4.  4s.  per  dozen. 

Dorking     ..         ..   £3. 38.       „ 
Remittances  to  be  made  by  post-office  order, 
and  to  include  2s.  for  packing. 

EGGS  FROM  SILVER  HAMBURG  FOWLS 
—PRIZE  BIRDS. 


THOMAS  McCANN  can  supply  EGGS  from 
the  best  of  his  Silver-pencilled  and  Silver- 
spangled  Hamburg  Fowls,  which  have  taken 
prizes  at  Birmingham,  Metropolitan,  and  several 
other  Shows.  Price,  lOs.  6d.  per  dozen,  including 
packing.  Eggs  forwarded  on  receipt  of  post- 
office  orders  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  ap- 
S^'ed  for. — Thoicas  McCann,  Graham  House, 
alvem. 


BEDFORDSHIRE    POULTRY 
EXHIBITION. 


THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
of  POULTRY  wUl  take  place  at  the  CORN 
EXCHANGE,  BEDFORD,  on  Tuesday,  the 
Slst  of  October,  and  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  1st  and  2nd  of  November,  1854.— Forms  of 
Entry  and  Schedules  of  Prizes  may  be  obtained 
on  and  after  the  16th  of  June,  of  the  Secretaries, 
Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allbn,  Bedford ;  and  Mr.  Chablbs 
HowABD,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
close  October  Ist. 


VALE  OF  TAUNTON  DEANE 

HOTICULTURAL  &  FLORICULTURAL 

SOCIETY. 


THE  FIRST  EXHIBITION  of  the  above 
SOCIETY  will  be  held  in  the  VIVARY 
PARK,  Taunton,  on  WEDNESDAY  and 
THURSDAY,  the  21st  and  22nd  days  of  JUNE 
next.  Handsome  Prizes  will  be  awarded  .to 
Nurserymen. 

The  Society  have  resolved  to  hold  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  same  a  GRAND  POULTRY 
EXHIBITION.  Upwards  of  Eighty  Prizes  wiU 
be  given.— Schedules  for  both  Exhibitions,  and 
all  forther  information  may  be  obtained  of  the 
Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  John  Kinosbubt,  10, 
Hammet-street,  Taunton,  Somersetshire. 


W^ 


EST  KENT  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
OF  POULTRY,  &c.,  and  Miscellaneous 
Flower  Show  (open  to  all  England),  under 
most  distinguished  patronage,  will  take  place  in 
the  Market  Field,  FARNINGHAM,  on  Tnesdav, 
(private  view),  June  20th,  1854,  t  nd  foUowhig 
day.  Subscnption  tickets  of  admission  (available 
on  both  days),  58.  each.  Lists  of  Prizes  and  Cer- 
tificates of  Entry  for  Poultry,  &c.,  are  now  ready, 
and  may  be  bad  on  application,  post-paid,  to  the 
Secretary,  B.  Thomas.  For  Soiedules  of  Prizes 
for  Flowers,  &c.,  apply  to  Mr.  Alfred  Lock- 
TBB,  Hon.  Sec,  Famingham.  The  Entries  will 
close  on  the  5th  of  June. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Management, 

Baptistb  Thoicas,  Sec. 
Committee  Room,  Lion  Inn, 
Famingham. 


DEVON  AND  CORNWALL 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF 

DOMESTIC  POULTRY. 

AN  EXHIBITION,  under  the  direction  and 
management  of  the  Committee  of  the  above 
Societv,  will  take  place  on  the  27th  and  28th  days 
of  JUNE,  1854,  on  the  delightful  Grounds  of  the 
Mansion  of  W.  H.  Pole  Carew,  Esq.  at  Antony, 
near  Torpoint,  Cornwall,  on  the  occasion  of  a 
GRAND  FETE  and  BAZAAR  being  held  there 
in  aid  of  the  Funds  of  the  Mechanics'  Institu- 
tions of  Plymouth,  Devonport^  and  Torpoint. 

Applications  for  Prize  Lists,  &c.  and  Certifi- 
cates of  Entry,  to  be  made  to  Mr.  William 
Hunt,  Secretary,  11,  Caroline-place,  Stone- 
house,  Plymouth.    Entries  close  June  12. 
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DEVON  AND  CORNWALL 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OP 

DOMESTIC  POULTRY. 


AN  EXHIBITION,  under  the  direction  and 
management  of  the  Committee  of  the  above 
Society,  will,  take  place  on  the  27th  and  28th  days 
of  JUNE,  1854,  on  the  delightful  Grounds  of  the 
Mansion  of  W.  H.  Pole  Carew,  Esq.  at  Antony, 
near  Torpoint,  Cornwall,  on  tiie  occasion  of  a 
GRAND  FETE  and  BAZAAR  being  held  there 
in  aid  of  the  Funds  of  the  Mechanics'  Institu- 
tions of  Plymouth,  DeTonport,  and  Torpoint. 

Applications  for  Prize  Lists,  &c.  and  Certifi* 
cates  of  Entry,  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Wtlltam 
Hunt,  Secretary,  11,  Caroline-place,  Stone- 
house,  Plymouth.    Entries  close  June  12. 


W 


EST  KENT  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
OF  POULTRY,  &c.,  and  Miscellaneous 
Flower  Show  (open  to  dl  England),  under 
most  distinguished  patronage,  will  take  place  in 
the  Market  Field,  FARNINGH  AM,  on  Tuesday, 
(private  view),  June  20th,  1854,  and  following 
day.  Subscnption  tickets  of  admission  (available 
on  both  days),  5s.  each.  Lists  of  Prizes  and  Cer- 
tificates of  Entry  for  Poultry,  &c.,  are  now  ready, 
and  may  be  had  on  application,  post-paid,  t«  the 
Secretary,  B.  Thomas.  For  Schedules  of  Prizes 
for  Flowers,  &c.,  apply  to  Mr.  Alfred  Lock- 
YKR,  Hon.  Sec,  Famingham.  The  Entries  will 
doss  on  the  5th  of  June. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Management, 

Baptists  Thomas,  Sec. 
Committee  Room,  Lion  Inn, 
FarninghatD. 

PITTVILLE  SPA,  CHELTENHAM. 

THE  THIRD  Grand  Annual  Summer  EXHI- 
BITION  of  POULTRY  wiU  take  place  at 
the  above  magnificent  Establishment,  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  June  14th  and  15th,  1854. 
— For  particulars  enclose  a  fully  directed  stamped 
envelope  to  Jbssop,  Brothers,  Secretaries, 
The  Aviaries,  Chdtenham. 


THE  BrRMINGHAM 
CATTLE  AND  POULTRY  SHOW,  1854. 


FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARE  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 
'  Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgatc- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  .Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 
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wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard  ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Ftshing-Eod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  Sodety,  at  Bath, 

!  the  7tb,  8th,  and  9th  of  June.    Director,  Jona- 

I  than  Gray,  Esq.,  12,  Upper  Finchley-road,  St. 

John's  Wood,  London.    Hon.  Sec.,  H.  Spack- 

man,  Esq.,  6,  Terrace-walks,  Bath.     Entries 

are  closed. 

Cheltenham  Third  Annual  Summer  Exhibi- 

'  tion,  at  the  Pittville  Spa,  June  14th  and  15th. 

I '  Secretaries,  the  Messrs.  Jessop,  Brothers,  The 

I  i  Aviaries,  Cheltenham.    Entries  closed  June  3rd. 

'  West  Kent  Association,  at  Famingham,  Tues- 
j  day,  June  20th,  and  following  day.  Secretary, 
'  Baptiste  Thomas,  Esq.    Entries  dosed  June  5th. 

I  Yale  of  Taunton  Deane  Horticultural  Sodety, 
<  io  the  Vivary  Park,  Taunton,  Wednesday  and 
I  Thursday,  June  2l6t  and  22nd.  Honorary  Se- 
•  cretary,  John  Kingsbury,  Esq.,  10,  Hammet- 
I  street,  Taunton.    Entries  dose  June  13th. 

i  Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Sodety,  June 
27th  and  28th.  Secretaries,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  Public 
Library,  Plymouth,  and  C.  Hancock,  Esq., 
Emms-place,  Stonehouse.  Entries  dose  June 
12th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Sodety  of  En^^land.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  m  the  week 
oommendDg  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.    Secre- 


tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  closed 
June  1st. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 
Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Sodety,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meetihg,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th.    The  Schedule  vrill  be  ready  soon. 

Malvern,  in  the  PMmenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Assodation,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  T.Wootton  and  J.  D.  Muddi- 
man.  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Corn  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  31st 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  J.  T. 
R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr.  C.  Howard,  Bidden- 
ham,  near  Bedford.  Entries  dose  October  1st. 
The  Schedule  will  be  ready  June  16th. 
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Norfolk  and  Bastevn  Counties'  Aaiociation,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hanseli  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dnblin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th>  6th«  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  andW.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Bmnawick-street, 
I>nblin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmin{[^ham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Qoeen^s 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16tb  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  dose 
January  Ist. 

We  thattfeel  obliged  ifSecretarU§  and  Cbm^ 
mitteet  of  Poultry  Showt  willfmoour  ut  wHh 
early  impretnotu  qfthe  Schedtaee.  Thue,  tmd 
all  other  eommunieatioiu  for  the  Editor,  ta  be 
addreaeed  to  "  Monk  Bamt»  HampBtead,** 


Shakspearb's  Justice  was  ^foll  of 
wise  saws  and  iBodem  instaBces/*  Our 
good  friend  Sancho  Panza  talked  in  pro- 
verbs. While  cogitating  on  what  we  should 
write,  we  thought  ^  there  was  nothing 
new ;"  and  then  it  struck  us  that  this  our 
labour  was  a  new  one,  and  that  it  formed 
a  regular  history  of  life.  Spite  of  the  old 
song,  hopes  and  fears  are  not  confined  to 
infiincy;  whatever  a  man  undertakes, 
works  on  all  his  feelings  and  passions,  land 
the  disappointment  experienced  by  the  loss 
of  a  prize  which  was  considered  certain  is 
as  great  to  the  middle-aged  man.  as  the 
detention  for  a  day  of  the  bai^ket  of  lus- 
cious contents  was  to  the  same  person 
some  thirty-five  years  earlier,  when  at 
school.  Then  we  thought  of  the  good  pro- 
duced by  emulation  and  competition^  and 
how  often  a  defeat  should  rather  be  termed  a 
salutary  check.  How  often  would  it  he  im- 
possible to  convince  an  exhibitor  that  hia 


pets  were  not  faultless  were  they  not  de- 
feated ;  and  would  he  not  remain  ignorant 
of  their  deficiency  did  he  not  see  the  re- 
quired virtue  or  point  salient  in  the  pen 
of  his  more  fortunate  antagonist?  And 
then  we  thought  the  lessons  derived  from 
these  trifling  disappointments  were  as  full 
of  meaning,  and  as  instructive,  as  if  they 
involved  much  weightier  interests ;  and 
being  in  a  moralizing  mood,  we  thought  of 
the  innocent  nature  of  the  pursuit  we  ad- 
vocate,— we  thought  a  lesson  is  often  lost 
because  the  opportunity  of  practising  the 
newly-acquired  wiedom  is  too  remote,  but 
in  the  season  of  exhibitions;  the  lesson 
acquired  in  August  may  be  practised  every 
succeeding  month  in  the  year,  and  **  prac- 
tice makes  perfect,"  We  thought  **  expe- 
!  rience  makes  men  wise ;"  but  till  this  little, 
unpretending  sheet  appeared,  there  was  no 
vehicle  of  publicity  for  the  experience 
gained  by  amateurs. 


Cheltenham  Poultry  EzMMtion, 
June  14th  and  15th. 

inVOBMATION  TO   VISITORS  AND  BXHIBITORS. 

The  entries  closed  on  Saturday,  June  3. 
Each  pen  of  birds  sliould  be  packed  in  a 
separate  basket,  as,  should  the  pen  be 
claimed,  the  basket  will,  according  to  the 
regulations,  be  sold  too.  Be  careful,  in 
fastening  <m  the  direction  card,  first  to  see 
that  it  is  properly  addressed  for  the  return 
journey  ;  secondly,  that  the  number  of  the 
class,  marked  in  red  ink,  corresponds  with 
the  birds :  this  is  important.  Forward  the 
hampers  so  as  to  arrive  in  Cheltenham  not 
later  than  twelve  o'clock  on  Tuesday  the 
13th  inst. ;  they  will  be  unpacked  and  fed 
with  soft  food  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible. . 

Parties  accompanying  a  number  of  pens 
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I  &r  the  exfaibitioii  should  write,  atating  the 
I  train  by  which  they  will  arrive,  and  the 
'  secretary  will  cause  a  conveyance  to  be  in 
I  waiting  for  them. 

I  The  birds  competing  will  be  displayed 
in  the  magnificent  domed  room  of  the 
Pittville  Spa»  with  a  spacious  tent  at  each 
Old,  giving  a  lengUL  of  nearly  300  feet  and 
a  width  of  40. 

I     Ample  space  will.  b«  allowed  for  the  con^ 
venience  of  visitors,  and  seats  in  abund- 
'  ance  will  be  ranged  on  each,  side  of  the 
,  broad  walk. 

The  great  beauty  of  the  grouaids,  com*- 
manding  extensive  views  of  the  sucround- 
ing  hills,  is  well  known.  They  are  at  any 
time  worthy  of  a  visit,  but  at  this  season 
peculiarly  attractive. 

A  band-  will  commence  ai  two  o'clock 
,  each  day,  and  give  a  selection  from  the 
most  favourite  composers  ;  betweea  each 
piece  a  band  of  her  Majesty's  drums  smd 
fifes  (for  whichy  nermistton  to  attend  has 
been  granted)  will  march  down  the  spaoious 
promenade  to  the  lake,  returning  to  the 
grand  terrace. 

[For  the  sake  of  the  poor  birds,  already 
subjected  to  the  irritation  of  unusual  con- 
finement, we  hope  the  music  will  be  l^t 
fiir  away  from  the  pens. — Ed.] 

Tickets  for  the  first  day,  if  taken  before 
the  12th  of  June,  2s»6d..eacih,  may  be  had  by 
enclosing  a  post-office  order  to  the  secies- 
taiies ;  after  that  date,  or  at  the  gates,  5s% 
each.  The  gardens  will  open  at  twb  o'clock; 
on  the  second  day  at  ten,  when  the  admis* 
sion  will  be  Is.  The  exhibition  will  close 
at  eight  o'clock  on  the  first  evening,  and 
seven  on  the  second.  Pai'ties  wishing  to 
take  their  birds  with  them  must  apply  to 
the  secretaries  for  an  order,  without  which 
no  pen  will  be  allowed  to  be  removed. 

Refreshments^  either  light  or  substantial, 
may  be  obtained  upon  the  grounds. 

Omnibuses  will  run  from  every  train  to 
the  gate  of  tiie  exhibition,  and  from  the 
gate  to  each  tnun. 

As  it  is  provoking  to  find,  some  weeks 
after,  that  a.  friend  you  much  wished  to 
see  was  at  the  exhibition,  it  would  be  well 


if  parties  would,  as  soon  as  convenient 
after  their  arrival,  enter  their  addresses  in 
the  visitors'  book,  kept  at  the  bar  of  the 
Greorge  Hotel  for  that  purpose. 

[Many  committees  now  making  arrange- 
ments (perhaps,  for  a  first  exhibition),  will 
be  equally  pleased  with  those  about  visiting 
the  Cheltenham  poultry  show,  with  the 
derails  above  given.;  for  there  are  few  in 
the  habit  of  attending  poultry  shows  who 
have  not  experienced,  inconvenience  from 
ignorance  on  all  the  minor  points  of  omnii- 
buses,  the  removal  of  the  birds  after  the 
exhibition  olosesj  and  the  general  accom- 
modation.of  visitors,  80  carefully  considered 
in  the  present  instance. — Ed.] 


Kore  about  the  Brahmas. 

If  it  be  fair  to  speak  of  the  "  declining 
glimmer  of  the  Brahma  lustre,"  as 
"  C.  H.  B."  does,  how  is  it  that  iheir  owners 
are  so  well  content  with  their  bargains  that 
it  Is  rare  for  really  fine  speoimens  to  come 
into  the  market^  and  also  thatat  sales,  which 
are  now  so  out  of  fashion  that  some  kinds 
of  fowls,  which  have  been  popular,  will 
not  sell  at  tiiiem  at  all,  middling  specimens 
of  Brahmas  still  fetch  prices  which  are 
good  in  the  e^'es  of  reasonable  persons  ? 

Those  who' have  had  many  fowls  from 
China,  have  been  most  abundantly  supplied 
with  ff§*€ae  numbers  of  cocks  and  hens,  of 
much  more  unsaleable  colours  than  the 
grey  tinted  wiiite  of  the  Brahmas  would 
ever  have  proved,  even  while  American 
Braiimas  were  yet  unknown.  Plenty  of  , 
amateurs  sent  to  China  for  fowls,  but  in  h 
teiiing  fashionahle  colours  were  grievously  j  i 
disappointed ;  dull,  heavy  cinnamons,  ! 
browns,  partridges,  and  colours  less  popular  j 
still,  predominated  to  the  extent  of  49  in  50.  '  ] 
"  C.  H.  B.'s  '*  position  here  is  untenable.  It  j  | 
cimnot  be  the  unfashionable  colour  which 
has  prevented  our  getting  one  oocasionaUy  I ! 
from  a  country  which  has  sent  them  out  1 1 
so  irrespective  of  colour,  that  to  get  one  buff 
fowl  was  an  event  in  a  poultry-yard. 

Those  who   have  had  the  best  oppor- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


328 


THE   POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


tanitiea  of  getting  birds  from  China,  and  of 
getting  or  seeing  those  also  which  came 
accidentally  to  the  port  of  London,  have 
neyer  met  with  any  ^'  then  and  so  intro- 
duced." 

As  to  their  being  half-bred  fowls,  it  is 
no  use  to  enter  into  the  question  about 
what  Malay  breeders  will  say  as  to  the 
great  di£ference  between  the  Malay  and  the 
pea-comb,  nor  to  state,  with  regard  to  breast, 
how  that  of  the  Dorking  is  as  plump,  but 
noi  80  broad  fy  far.  More  experienced 
writers  will  take  up  these  and  many  other 
questions  too ;  and  the  part  of  the  argu- 
ment that  others  can  do  better  than  I  do,  I 
leave  to  them. 

About  Mr.  Stainton's  fowls,  "  C.  H.  B." 
makes  a  great  mistake.  Mr.  Stainton 
never  had  lots  from  Chinay  the  bird,  or  pair  of 
birds,  which  he  had,  and  which  came  from 
HonR-Kong,  had  a  tuft  on  the  head ; 
the  diickens  had  the  same.  The  cock  was 
a  fine  bird,  and  bore  the  appearance  of 
being  of  a  distinct  breed,  but  he  was  de- 
cidedly neither  Cochin  nor  Brahma.  The 
half-bred  progeny  of  these  Hong-Kong 
fowls  may  be  passed  off  for  Brahmas,  but 
in  their  chicks  watch  for  the  tuft  on  the 
head !  the  progeny  of  the  American  impor- 
tations do  not  show  it. 

Admirers  and  opponents  may  squabble 
as  they  will,  the  Brahma  Pootra  fowls 
must  stand  or  fall  by  their  merits  or  de- 
merits, and  all  who  keep  them  acknow- 
ledge that  they  are  first-rate  layers,  and 
possess  other  chicken  virtues  in  great  per- 
fection. 

Paul  Pry. 

On  the  Evil  of  Over-exhibiting  and 
Over-taxing  Birds. 

The  approach  of  poultry  shows  leads  us 
to  offer  a  few  suggestions  to  our  readers  on 
the  management  of  their  birds  before  and 
after  exlubition. 

Those  intended  for  competition  should 
be  together  for  some  days  previous  to  the 
show.  They  need  not  remain  in  confine- 
ment more  than  an  hour  at  a  time ;  but 


they  should  be  put  in  a  place  the  size  of  an 
exhibition  pen,  and  carefully  watched 
while  in  it,  that  they  do  not  ]^ght.  Not 
only  will  tiiey  become  used  to  the  con- 
finement, but  they  will  know  each  other. 
Any  one  will  readily  understand  the  dif- 
ference between  a  pen  of  birds  at  home 
and  at  ease,  cheerful  in  their  small  abode, 
and  unruffled  in  their  plumage,  and  one  of 
equal  merit  when  pent  up,  but  where,  for 
want  of  agreeing,  the  cock  has  beaten  the 
hens,  and  either  one  of  them  is  crouched  in 
a  comer,  very  likely  scalped,  or,  as  is  fre- 
quentlv  seen,  the  pen  that  should  contain 
mree  has  but  two,  and  the  third  is  put 
away  in  a  basket.  Yet  the  only  difference 
was,  in  one  pen  the  birds  agreed,  in  the 
other  they  did  not.  The  result  was,  one 
had  a  prize,  the  other  was  disqualified. 
Birds  that  agree  well  in  a  yard,  will  difiter 
in  confinement ;  and  it  will  often  be  neces- 
sary to  change  one,  from  the  impossibility 
of  ensuring  concord  among  them.  Those 
who  exhibit  often  will  do  well  to  have 
three  or  four  pens  in  which  they  can  thus 
match  their  birds  and  reconcile  them. 

When  they  return  from  shows,  they 
should  not  be  turned  out  immediately  with 
the  others.  We  do  not  believe  in  exhibi- 
tion fever;  we  think  that  where  birds  are 
sent  in  good  condition  and  properly  fed, 
they  will  return  in  health ;  but  if,  as 
there  will  be  sometimes,  there  is  predis- 
position to  disease,  then  the  confinement 
will  cause  it  to  show  itself.  There  should 
be  a  quiet  grass  walk  devoted  to  birds  on 
their  return  from  shows.  On  their  arrival 
at  home,  every  one  should  have  a  little 
stale  bread  soaked  in  warm  milk,  a  few 
hours  afterwards  each  should  have  a  table 
spoonful  of  castor-oil.  They  should  then 
be  turned  out,  and  fed  entirely  on  soft 
food.  If  it  is  not  possible  to  provide  a 
grass  run  for  them,  sods  of  grass,  cut 
thick,  should  be  given  freely  to  them; 
they  will  eagerly  devour  both  grass  and 
earth.  If,  after  four  or  five  days,  there  be 
no  appearance  of  disease,  then  they  may 
safely  be  turned  with  tlieir  fellows.  If  dis- 
ease appear,  let  it  be  taken  inhand  at  once. 
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And  now  we  would  add  a  few  words  on 
behalf  of  the  fowls.  Exhibitions  and 
prizes  are  more  numerous  than  prize- 
birds  ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  the 
same  are  hurried  from  show  to  show  till 
they  are  defeated  by  inferior  competitors, 
solely  from  lack  of  condition.  We  have 
seen  the  victors  at  Birmingham  over- 
worked and  over-taxed  till  third-rate  birds 
beat  them  at  a  small  show.  It  was  a  piti- 
ful sight !  noble  frames  reduced  to  skele- 
tons ;  combs  apparently  perished ;  and  a 
pen  really  worth  £50,  lowered  in  appear- 
ance to  £10  ;  the  conquerors  in  the 
greatest  known  competition  undistin- 
guished, where  birds  of  no  value  took  the 
first  honours.  Valuable  birds  should  not 
be  exhibited  more  than  four  times  in  a 
year,  and  there  should  always  be  a  clear 
month  between  the  trials.  If,  during  that 
period,  symptoms  of  weakness  or  (Ssease 
show  themselves,  withdraw  the  entry 
rather  than  spoil  your  birds.  It  is  not 
enough  to  have  perfect  birds,  but  they  must 
be  exhibited  in  perfect  condition.  Although 
we  have  said  we  do  not  believe  in  exhibi- 
tion fever,  we  know  that  no  bird  goes  to  a 
show  without  losing  condition ;  and  if, 
before  it  has  recovered  from  the  first,  it  is 
sent  to  a  second,  then  it.must  sufi^er.  They 
must  have  their  breeding  and  moulting 
times.  That  will  leave  four  exhibitions  in 
four  months ,  October,  November,  Decem- 
ber, January.  We  will  not  say  they  may 
not,  if  the  opportunity  occur,  try  once,  or 
even  twice,  for  laurek  in  July  or  August ; 
but  certainly  not  more. 

Let  owners  be  as  wise  for  their  birds  as 
they  would  be  for  themselves.  They  know 
if  they  over-tax  their  own  strength,  in- 
jury must  follow,  and  something  must 
give  way.  It  is  so  with  their  feathered 
pets,  if  they  are  over-exhibited. 

StL  VASTUS. 

Weight  of  Chickens. — ^An  amateur 
has  been  heard  to  sav,  ^  When  the  pounds 
of  a  chicken's  weight  eain  cne  upon  the 
months  of  his  age,  his  owner  may  be 
satisfied."  ' 


Koteg  by  "Alector." 

What  endless  gossip  one  might  write 
about ! — I  am  almost  afraid  to  begin  the 
subject,  for  fear  of  not  knowing  when  to 
stop  ;  but  "  Agricola's "  inquiry  about 
'*  £a8t-Indian  or  Buenos  Ayres  Ducks" 
has  set  me  ofi^,  and  so  4  shall  begin  with 
them. 

These  birds  are  also  known  by  the  title 
of  Labrador  ducks,  but  I  believe  that  it  is 
quite  uncertain  whence  they  come,  though 
I  am  inclined  to  lean  to  South  America. 
The  place  of  Homer's  nativity  was  dis- 
puted (after  his  death,  when  there  was  no 
fear  of  his  claiming  a  pension)  by  seven 
cities,  all,  however,  tolerablv  near  to  each 
other ;  but  this  honour  fades  into  insig- 
nificance, when  we  find  three  such  widely- 
sundered  portions  of  the  globe  claim  to 
have  given  birth  to  a  duck. 

The  Buenos  Ayres  duck,  as  I  call  it,  is  a 
verv  beautiful  bird,  with  a  black  plumage, 
highly  bronzed  over  with  a  metallic 
golden  green,  and  in  size  it  is  somewhat  on 
a  par  with  the  white  call  duck.  Notwith- 
standing its  suit  of  sables,  it  is  apt,  like  a 
cheerful  widow,  to  let  a  forbidden  colour 
peep  out  occasionally,  and  most  possessors 
of  them  (f.  e.  ducks,  not  widows)  have 
cause  to  mourn  over  the  appearance  of 
stray  white  feathers,  and  this  too  under 
circumstances  which  forbid  the  suspicion 
of  a  "blot  on  the  scutcheon."  It  is  sim- 
ply the  nature  of  the  bird,  though  of  course 
such  a  blemish  disqualifies  for  exhibition. 

I  first  became  acquainted  with  these 
birds  at  a  place  where  they  had  consider- 
able range,  of  which  they  took  full  advan- 
tage, as  I  frequently  found  them  at  a  great 
distance  from  home.  They  fly  well,  and 
can  scarcely  be  considered  as  more  than 
half-tamed.  On  one  occasion,  whilst  fish- 
ing, I  observed  a  slight  n^otion  of  the 
water  amongst  some  reeds  in  a  stream  that 
flowed  through  the  park,  and  on  examina- 
tion, I  espied,  as  I  thought,  a  water-hen 
lyiup;  concealed.  I  endeavoured  to  spear 
it  with  my  fishing-rod,  and,  to  my  subse- 
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quent  satisfaction,  missed;  for  it  proved 
to  be  one  of  these  ducks,  and  flew  off  in  a 
highly  hysterical  state,  though,  as  is  usual 
in  such  cases,  more  frightened  than  hurt. 
Haying  heard  that  these  birds  have  an 
eccentric  propensity  to  lav  their  eggs  in 
the  water,  I  made  a  search  for  them,  but 
found  none.  I  once  heard  of  a  gentleman 
who  got  rid  of  his  Btienos  Ayres  ducks  on 
the  ground  of  their  not  laying,  and  had 
hardly  done  so,  when,  on  draining  a  small 
pond,  he  found  a  collection  of  eggs  at 
the  bottom.  The  story  sounds  somewliat 
apocryphal,  but  I  give  it  for  the  sake  of 
evoking  confirmation  or  contradiction. 

This  kind,  in  common  with  all  the 
smaller  varieties  of  duck,  possesses  the  en- 
viable property  of  being  always -in  a  fit 
state  of  body  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
venerable  Mrs.  Bond's  time-(honoured  ad- 
juration of  **  come  and  be  killed." 

The  only  additional  peculiarity  that  I 
can  call  to  mind  is,  that  the  eggs  laid 
early  in  the  season  are  of  a  black  colour, 
which  grows  fainter  as  the  laying  proceeds. 
This  hue  is  not,  as  is  the  case  with  Game 
and -Cochin  China  eggs,  incorporated  with 
the  substance  of  the  shell,  but  is  laid  on 
dla  rouge,  and  is  removable  by  soraping 
like  so  much  mercurial  ointment. 

I  may  here  take  the  opportunity  of 
stating  that  twenty-eight  days  is  the  period 
of  incubation  of  all,  accept  the  musk 
duok,  which,  being  a  slow,  sluggish  cre»- 
tnre,  occupies  five  weeks. 

The  white  call  duck  is  a  handsome,  lively 
little  fellow,  with  orange  legs  and  bill. 
It  is,  I  believe,  a  native  of  Holland,  and  is 
imported  thence  to  this  country.  It  obtain^ 
its  name  from  being  used  in  the  Linooln- 
shire  decoys  to  attract  wild  dnok«  into  the 
snare.  Its  conspicuous  colour,  capricious 
ways,  and  seductive  eloquence,  combine  tto 
make  it  a  very  Delilah  of  the  fens. 

Far  more  beautiful  is  the  Italian  call 
duck,  with  its  purply  iridescent  plumage, 
that  surpasses  my  powers  of  description. 
Of  all  tne  varieties  that  breed  fireely  in 
this  country,  it  is,  to  my  taste,  by  far  the 
most  lovely.    I  have  obsepved  that  this 


kind,  more  than  any  other,  indulge  in  a 
habit,  common,  I  fancy,  to  all  ducks. 
The  drake  suddenly  erects  himself  in  the 
water,  presses  his  bill  down  on  his  breast, 
and  emits  a  sharp  sound,  something 
between  a  whistle  and  a  drone,  that  may 
be  heard  to  a  considerable  distance.  This 
done,  he  generally  looks  as  demure  as  a 
schoolboy,  who  has  unintentionally  given 
vent  to  a  whistle  in  school  hours.  Whether 
this  note  is  a  challenge  to  a  rival,  a  call  to 
the  female,  or  an  act  of  self-enjoyment,  I 
know  not.  The  three  kinds  that  I  have 
enumerated  are  peculiarly  "  fancy  *'  ducks. 
I  wOl  now  proceed  to  describe  those  that 
are  best  fitted  for  the  purposes  for  which 
ducks  were  created,  viz.,  **  onions  and 
sage."  A  ''  stump  *'  orator  once  remarked 
that  ^'it  was  a  providential  dispensation 
that  laxge  rivers  generally  flowed  through 
lazse  towns."  This  observation,  though 
rath«r  confounding  causes  and  conse- 
quences, is  nevertheless  entitled  to  the 
merit  of  oriffinality.  The  same  award,  but 
minus  the  drawback,  is  due  to  myself  for 
the  discovery  and  enunciation  of  the  above- 
mentioned  &ot ;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
if  the  said  vegetables  were  to  become  ex- 
tinct, the  whole  anatine  race  would  speedily 
follow  the  fate  of  the  Dinormis,  and  l>e 
known  tothe  next  generation  only  by  some 
specimens  preserved  at  Sydenham. 

The  Aylesbury  duck  differs  from  the 
white  call  duck  only  in  size,  and  in  the 
bill  .and  feet  being  of  a  pale  flesh  colour 
instead  of  a  deep  yellow.  If  the  owner 
wishes  to  exhibit  his  birds,  he  must  not  let 
them  range  on  peat  mosses  or  other  places 
where  the  bill  might  become  stained.  An 
Aylesbury's  bill,  like  Queen  Elizabeth's 
portrait,  should  be  ihree  from  the  ehadow  of 
a  shade -upon -it.  Though  not  so  hardy  or 
such  an  early  layer  as  the  Rouen  duck,  it  is 
nevertheless  -well  worth  keeping. 

The  largest  of  tiie  tribe  (the  almost 
worthless  Musk  duok  excepted)  is  the 
Rouen,  and  it  is  ailso  the  quietest,  being 
contented  wi^  ahnost  as  little  room  as 
Cochin  China  fowls.  The  ^at  develop- 
ment of  the  abdominal  sac  is  one  of  the 
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characteristics  of  this  variety,  which  in 
colour  should  resemble  the  wild  duck. 
White  feathers  indicate  a  cross  with  the 
farm-yard  breed.  These  lairds,  from  their 
even  dispositions  and  sluggish  habits,  fatten 
better  than  any  others. 

Of  the  wild  duck  I  will  say  no  more, 
than  that,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  he  is  the 
ancestor  of  the  common  domestic  duck, 
whilst'  others  affirm  the  contrary.  A 
friend  of  mine,  once  witnessing  a  street 
row,  was  amused  at  seeing  a  passing  Irish 
labourer,  who,  without  pausing  to  inquire 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  plunged  into  the 
middle  of  the  fight  with  a  preliminary 
prayer  Hike  a  good  knight  of  old)  that 
^*  he  mignt  be  on  the  right  side."  Now,  as 
I  have  no  particular  wish  to  be  involved 
in  a  controversy  about  ducks  as  well  as 
Brahma  Pootras,  I  shall  content  myself 
with  observing,  like  Sir  Rog«p  de  Coverley, 
that  ^*  there  is  much  to  be  said  upon  both 
sides." 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  ins^  hfiire  the 
following  anecdote.  A  gentleman  residing 
in  my  neighbourhood  had  his  faran-yard 
ducks  strongly  crossed  with  the  wild  breed. 
Being  about  to  house  a  rick  of  com,  an 
action  of  ejectment  was  served  upon  the 
rats  by  a  couple  of  attorn — ^I  mean  ferrets. 
Whilst  the  passe  eomUcOm  of  boys  and 
terriers  were  awaiting  the  result  of  the 
search-warrant,  they  were  surprised  at 
seeing  a  duck  take  wing  from  the  top  of  ^ 
rick  with  a  ferret  attached  to  it,  like  a. 
certain  lawyer  to  a  certain  heiress,  in  a 
way  more  persevering  than  pleasant.  The 
bird,  as  might  be  expected,  soon  came  to 
the  ground,  and  on  examinatioai  of  the  top 
of  Qie  rick,  it  was  found  that  she  was 
sitting  on  a  nest  of  eggs, — ^UAbeknownst^  as 
Mrs.  Gamp  would  say. 


NuiCHKK  OF  EoGS  impoxtod  into  the 
United  Kingdom  in  the  month  end- 
ing  May  5, 1853....  14,950,407 

MagrB,  18S4....  15,^04,441 
lUeo  for  home  conram)]ftion  in  ttie 
nonthsBding  ..  May  5«  18S3  ..  . .  14,999,967 
May  5,1854....  15,269,601 


Pigeons  at  the  Shows. 

{^Concluded  from  page  310.) 
Short-faced  Mottled  Tuicblers. 
For  the  best  pair  of  Black-mottled,  Red,  and 
Yellow, — each  tested  by  the  Standard  of  the  Five 
Properties.  . 

Short-faced  Tumblers. 
For  the  best  pair  of  Black,  Blue,  Red,  Silvers, 
Duns,  Yellow, — each  tested  by  the  Standard  of 
the  Five  Properties. 

Short-faced  Baldheads. 
Foi^  the  best  pair  of  Black,  Blue,  Red,  Yellow, 
and  Silver, — each  tested  by  the  Standard  of  the 
Five  Properties.        

Sho&t-facbd  Beards. 
For  the  best  pair  of  Black,  Bine,  Red,  Yellow, 
and  Silver, — each  tested  by  the  Standard  of  the 
Five  Properties.        __^ 

Dragons. 
For  the  best  pair  of  Bhxe,  Don,  and  Pied,  of 
whatever  colour  of  feather. 


Jacobines. 
For  the  'best  pair  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  

Owls. 
For  the  best  pau  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  _-«« 

Nuns. 
For  the  best  ^air  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  • 

TURBITS. 

For  .the  best  pafar  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  , 

Fantails. 
Por  the  best  pafar  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  

Barbs. 
For  the  best  pair  of  whatever  t&e  colour  of 
ftnl^kflv.  

Magpies. 

For  the  best  pair  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  ^__ 

Tutimpbtsrs. 
9n  His  best  pair  of  whatever  the  ooloar  4>f 
feather. 
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Large  Spanish  Runts. 
For  the  best  pair  of  whatever  the  colonr  of 
feather.  

Large  Leghorn  Runts. 
For  the  best  pair  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  . 

Antwerfs. 
For  the  best  pair  of  whatever  the  colour  of 
feather.  

Foreign  Burds— best  left  to  the  judgment  of 
the  judges.  

It  may  appear  that  I  have  awarded 
much ;  there  are  many  prizes  which  I 
know  will  not  be  taken,  if  offered,  among 
the  carriers  and  others ;  besides,  the  judges 
are  empowered  to  withhold  any  prize  where 
there  is  not  sufl&cient  merit  in  the  birds ;  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  judges  are  bound 
to  award  the  prize  to  the  best  bird  of  a  bad 
lot.  It  often  happens  at  shows,  that  the 
committees  bring  out  their  prize-list,  then 
look  after  a  practical  man  to  assist  them, 
when  the  mischief  is  done.  From  the 
above  list^  committees  can  select  whatever 
birds  they  think  fit,  and  according  to  their 
finances  ;  if  they  can  only  award  one  prize 
to  each  different  species,  let  it  be  to  the 
best  pair  of  whatever  the  colour  of  feather, 
tested  by  their  properties. 

I  will  now  give  you  my  reason  why  I 
should  like  the  word  Splash  added  to  the 
Almond,  to  read  thus :  for  the  best  pair  of 
Almond,  or  Splash  Tumblers,  tested  hy  the 
five  properties,  head,  beak,  eye,  shape,  and 
feather.  I  believe  it  would  give  great 
satisfaction  to  the  gentlemen  pigeon-fan- 
ciers who  exhibit  their  pigeons  at  the 
shows;  for  what  is  a  Spladh,  but  an 
Almond-bred  bird?  and  how  often  do  you 
hear  experienced  fanciers  preferring  a 
Splash  to  an  Almond  to  breed,  from  bein^ 
more  likely  to  break  and  spangle  the  bird  ( 
An  Almond  and  a  Standard  Almond — 
where  is  the  difference?  The  standard 
laid  down,  as  regards  the  feather  of  the 
Almond,  is  as  follows : — ^three  colours, 
viz.,  black,  white,  and  yellow,  in  the  nine 
first  feathers  of  each  wmg,  counting  from 


their  extremities,  and  twelve  in  the  tail ; 
the  aforesaid  three  colours,  well  developed, 
would  constitute  a  standard  ;  but  the  back» 
breast,  and  rump,  should  likewise  be  varie- 
gated, to  be  complete  in  feather ;  the  hackle, 
or  neck  feathers,  should  be  bright,  and  well 
broken  with  the  same  colours,  and  should 
resemble  the  delicate  touches  of  the  pencil 
of  a  fine  artist.  If  the  judges  adhere  to 
this  standard,  it  is  possible  there  may  not 
be  an  Almond  there,  consequently  the 
prize  could  not  be  awarded  ;  should  a  bird 
be  perfect,  save  only  one  feather,  in  flight 
or  tail,  it  would  be  disqualified  for  showing 
as  an  Almond,  notwithstanding  it  hag 
four  other  excellent  properties.  If  this 
rigid  rule  is  adhered  to,  it  will  give  dis- 
satisfaction to  the  exhibitors  an<^  fanciers. 
The  pens  being  fastened  up  Tsave  only  to 
the  awarder  of  prizes),  as  tliey  ought  to 
be,  fanciers  cannot  handle  the  birds,  to 
see  whether  they  ^re  Standards,  or  not ; 
besides,  the  birds  having  their  flights  and 
tail  closed  in  the  pen,  this  could  not  he 
seen.  Fanciers  and  visitors  would  exclaim, 
— ^What,  that  bird  take  the  prize!  there 
are  many  better  birds  for  head,  beak, 
eye,  and  shape.  The  first  time  I  had  the 
honour  of  attending  the  Columbarian  So- 
ciety, held  at  the  Gray's-Inn  Coffee  House, 
London,  when  the  Almond  Tumbler,  that 
took  the  first  prize,  was  shown  me,  I 
expressed  my  surprise  (being  a  young 
head  and  beak  fancier) ;  but  a  gentleman, 
a  good  fancier,  made  it  clear  to  me,  when 
he  stated  that  it  was  the  only  bird  in  the 
pen  that  came  up  to  the  standard  of 
feather.  It  often  nappens  that  the  best 
feathered  birds  are  very  deficient  in  other 
properties  ;  besides,  when  their  flights  and 
ti&il  are  closed  in  the  pens,  you  cannot 
perceive  they  are  Standards,  it  not  being 
visible ;  it  is  otherwise  with  the  other  fonr 
properties,  viz.,  head,  beak,  eye,  and  shape. 
With  regard  to  those  Pigeons  that 
fanciers  consider  worthy  of  a  standard, 
viz.,  the  Tumbler,  Carrier,  and  English 
Pouter, — ^for  instance,  if  the  Tumbler 
possessed  feather  and  shape,  two  grand 
properties  ;  if  another  Tumbler  is  shown 
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against  it,  and  possessing  the  properties  of 
head,  beak  and  eye,  the  bird  taking  three 
properties  out  of  five  must  be  awarded  the 
prize.  Again,  if  a  Carrier,  or  Stout  Bird, 
possessed  length  and  thinness  of  neck, 
length  of  body,  and  great  width  of  chest, — 
which  is,  after  all.  only  one  property,  viz., 
shape,  also  the  head ;  if  another  Car- 
rier is  shown  against  i^  and  possessing  the 
properties  of  beak,  wattle,  and  eye,  the 
bird  taking  the  three  properties  out  of  the 
five  must  be  awarded  the  prize.  Again,  if 
an  English  Pouter  possessed  the  properties, 
shape,  beauty  in  feather,  neyertheless,  if 
another  English  Pouter  is  shown  against 
it,  and  possessing  the  properties  of  length 
of  body,  length  of  legs,  and  crop,  the  bird 
taking  three  properties  out  of  the  five, 
according  to  the  standard  laid  down  by 
fanciers,  must  be  awarded  the  prize,  not- 
withstanding the  general  appearance  of 
the  bird  possessing  feather  and  shape, 
which  is  truly  beautiful. — From  a  Brother 
Fancier,  Jno.  Matthews  Eaton. 

7,  Islington-green,  London. 


A  Trial  about  Fancy  Fowls. 

From  the  "  County  Herald." 
As  it  is  perhaps  the  first  occasion  on 
which  a  dispute  about  fowls  has  positively 
been  brought  into  court,  we  cannot  help 
laying  before  our  readers  the  chief  circum- 
stances of  this  case.  The  trial  took  place 
in  the  County  Court,  Reigate.  - 

LevfTff  ▼.  Charlet  CoMtable.—ClMm  13/.— 
Mr.  C.  J.  Smith  appeared  for  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 
6.  C.  Morrison  for  defendant. — It  was  an  ad- 
journed case,  the  amount  claimed  being  for  two 
silver-pencilled  Hamburg  fowls,  and  was 
pleaded  as  a  set-off  to  Mr.  Constable's  bill  at 
the  last  Court. — Mr.  Smith,  haying  submitted 
that  ail  witnesses  should  be  out  of  Court,  then 
addressed  the  jury,  and  stated  that  defendant 
had  paid  21«.  into  Court,  but  which  his  ^lient 
considered  totally  inadequate,  as  there  was  a 
poultry  mania  raging  throughout  the  country  at 
the  time,  and  all  persons  were  anxious  to  ^et  some 
fimcy  fowls.  Defendant,  he  said,  had  mquired 
of  plaintiff  for  some  first-rate  fancy  fowls,  and  he 
would  prove  that  plaintiff  had  been  bid  12/.  1^. 
for  those  which  defendant  had  purchased;  he 


would  also  proire  that  plaintiff  had  sent  in  his 
bill  before  he  had  reoeived  defendant's.— Plain- 
tiff stated  he  vras  a  dealer  in  fowls  at  Horley, 
and  had  paid  great  attention  to  the  breed  of 
&ncy  fowls :  in  July  last  he  met  defendant,  who 
asked  him  if  he  had  any  first-rate  fancy  fowls : 
plaintiff  sent  two  silver-pencilled  Hamburg 
fowls,  and  told  defendant  if  he  did  not  like  them 
to  send  them  back :  defendant  told  him  he  must 
not  charge  1,000/.  for  them :  he  said  he  liked 
them  very  much,  and  that  they  were  splendid 
hens:  plaintiff  had  been  offered  12/.  15s.  for 
them  by  Mr.  CGrady,  North  Wales:  he  had 
often  received  letters  from  gentlemen  last  year 
for  fowls,  but  did  not  mention  the  price:  Mr. 
Rawson  had  written  to  plaintiff  for  some,  and 
said  he  wanted  them  good  and  to  be  charged 
high. — His  Honour :  I  dare  say  you  could  oblige 
him  as  to  the  latter  request.  (A  laugh.) — 
Plaintiff  continued :  Had  exhibited  his  poultry 
at  Famingham,  and  had  obtained  four  prizes: 
he  would  give  20/.  now  for  two  marked  the 
same  as  those  he  had  sold  defendant:  there 
is  a  common  breed  of  the  silver-pencilled 
fowls  which  sells  for  4s.  or  5s. ;  but  the  value 
depends  entirely  on  the  breed,  the  feather,  and 
the  comb:  he  considered  the  price  a  fair  and 
reasonable  one. — Cross-examined :  Plaintiff  had 
bought  the  fowls  at  Chichester  Market,  and  gave 
ten  guineas  for  them,  but  he  did  not  know  whom 
he  had  bought  them  of :  had  adopted  the  name 
of  Gibson,  and  went  by  that  name  at  the  Liver- 

E»ol  show :  had  never  bought  any  fowls  of  that 
nd  before:  gave  ten  guineas  for  them  because 
they  were  true  and  perfect:  Mr.  O' Grady  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  giving  plaintiff  20/.  for  Dork- 
ings: would  swear  defendant  had  never  said  he 
would  not  pay  any  expensiye  price. — Mr.  Mor- 
rison said,  he  would  ask  the  jury  if  they  thought 
plaintiff  had  made  out  his  case  ?  He  feared  the 
plaintiff's  case  was  more  than  a  mistake:  he 
would  prove  the  fowls  were  diseased  at  the  time 
of  purchase,  and  defendant  had  lost  40  or  50 
fowls  in  consequence.  He  thought  it  was  the 
most  disgraceful  case  he  had  ever  heard. — De- 
fendant deposed :  I  am  a  miller  at  Horley,  and 
had  asked  plaintiff  about  some  bantams :  I  told 
him  I  would  not  have  anything  expensive,  and  I 
never  said  anything  about  1,000/.;  I  just  saw 
their  heads  when  they  were  brought  in  a  bag,  and 
sent  them  to  Mrs.  Gasson,  who  looked  after  my 
poultry:  thought  Lewry  never  offered  to  take 
them  back :  they  died  with  the  disease  in  about 
five  weeks  after  they  had  been  in  my  possession. 
— Cross-examined:  Did  not  know  anything 
about  silver-pencilled  fowls :  plaintiff  was  to  have 
sent  bantams,  and  I  thought  they  were  such.-^ 
Amelia  Gasson  said  she  was  defendent's  servant, 
and  attended  to  his  poultry :  she  saw  the  two 
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fowls  which  had  been  sent  by  pbdntiiF  in  Jaly : 
they  were  sent  to  the  fium  to  go  with  t^  otIuMr 
ibwlfl ;  one  of  them  had  a  ''tfamlriny  oovgh^" 
and  both  died :  forty  otlier  fowls  alsa  died!, 
whidi  were  healthy  prefioiis  to  the  arrind 
of  the  other  two.  lliey  vsed  ta  cafi  such 
fowls  silver  layers  twenty  years  ago*  but 
supposed  they  had  given  them  a  new  name  now 
(a  langh)  :  she  did  not  know  anything  about 
their  being  valuable  for  laying,  but  die  never 
ISced  them. — ^W.  Austin,  wine'merdiaiit  of  Charl- 
wood,  said  he  was  acquainted  with  sHver-pendlled 
Hamburg  fo^i^,  and  during  the  last  week,  he 
had  been  offered  some  for  3s.  j  had  bought  some 
which  had  gained  the  third  prize  at  ffirmin^am, 
and  had  given  15s.  for  them  in  July  bst ;  they 
were  not  a  genuine,  but  a  mixed  breed,  a  cross 
between  pencilled  Hamburgs  and  Sir  John 
Sebright's  silver  bantams :  there  were  hundreds 
of  them  at  LeadenhaU :  had  never  heard  of  their 
fetching  high  prices.— John  Churchman,  former, 
of  Leigh,  said  he  had  kept  siiver-penctUed  Ham- 
burgs :  had  bought  some  very  good  ones  for  2s., 
and  would  sell  them  for  5s.  each. — George 
Larman,  architeet  and  surveyor,  said  he  was 
acquainted  with  silver -pencilled  Hamburg  fowls; 
the  price  at  LeadenhaU  was  about  4s.  a  piece. — 
Cross-examined:  they  were  not  very  valuable 
unless  they  were  prize  birds :  had  known-  them 
to  sell  from  lOs.  6d.  to  15s.— His  Honour  care- 
folly  summed  up  the  case  to  the  jury,  and  said 
if  they  could  believe  the  evidence  of  plaintiff  in 
an  that  he  had  said,  and  that  he  had  given  ten 
guineas  for  the  fowls  to  a  person  he  knew  nothmg 
of  at  Chichester  Marked  plainUff  misht  consider 
them  worth  13/.,  but  it  should  never  be  forgotten 
there  was  a  vast  diAirence  between  tlie  evidence 
of  a  person  who  had  a  direct  interest  in  the 
question,  and  that  of  independent  witnesses. 
They  had  heard  that  there  had  been  a  monomania 
raging  at  the  time  throughout  the  country  with 
respect  to  poultry,  and  he  should  consider  such 
to  be  the  case  when  gentlemen  trusted  to  the 
honour  and  virtue  of  a  man,  and  put  it  to  tlie 
highest  by  tdling  him  to  c^rge  a  good  price, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  but  he  was  able  to  do. 
This  was  all  the  plaintiff's  statement,  which  he 
had  no  witnesses  to  support ;  but  the  defendant 
said  he  did  not  think  tiiey  were  foncy  fowls,  and 
he  did  not  seem  to  treat  them  as  such,  but  he 
had  put  them  to  roost  with  his  other  poultry. 
The  case  was  this— If  they  considered  the  phin- 
tiflTs  story  correct,  then  they  should  give  a  foil 
verdict  for  him ;  but  if  tbey  placed  a  greater 
rriiance  upon  the  defendant  and  his  witnesses, 
they  must  give  a  verdict  for  him,  as  he  had  paid 
one  guinea  into  court.— The  jury  in  a  few 
minutes  gave  a  venfict  for  defendant^  and  pio- 
feisional  and  witnesses'  costs  were  granted. 


Animals  Foretdlmg  the  Weathar. 

IVSTIir^tT   ANH   SEASON. 

It  is  said  that  th«  woodcock  in  New 
Jersey  is  bnjldhig  its  nest^  this  year,  in 
open  and  moist  places  ;  and  old  hnntsmen 
predict  in  consequence  that  the  summer 
will  be  a  dry  one.  There  was  a  time  when 
sduicey  or  what  was  called  such,  laughed 
at  sig;nfl  of  this  description,  as  no  better 
than  "old  women's  tales;"  but  though 
many  of  them  are  still  unreliable,  a  laiger 
obsenration  of  nature  has  taught  that 
animals  have  an  instinct,  which  not  nn- 
frequently  becomes  prophetic,  as  in  this 
exam^ple.  At  last  years  meeting  of  the 
American  Association  for  the  advancemfint 
of  Science,  a  curious  paper  was  read  on 
this  subject,,  by  Mr.  N.  B.  Thomas,  of 
Cincinnati,  who  had,  for  several  years, 
studied  the  habits  of  animals  in  reference 
to  the  indications  which  they  might  afford 
respecting  the  weather.  He  showed  that 
birds,  if  the  season  was  to  be  a  windy  or 
wet  one,  built  their  nests  in  sheltered 
places ;  but  if  it  w44ato  be  dry,  in  localities 
more  exposed ;  that  certain  kmds  of  snails 
always  came  out,  and  crept  up  the  limbs 
of  trees  several  days  before  rain ; — and 
that  locusts,  wasps,  and  other  insects 
were  invariably  to  be  found  under  leaves, 
and  in  the  hollow  trunks  of  trees,  houzs 
before  a  st^m  set  in. 

The  sagacity  thus  displayed^  if  we  may 
call  it  such,  seems  to  put  the  lugher  reason 
of  man  to  shame*  In  vain  do  our  most 
expert  Mwanis  endeavour  to  predict  the 
character  of  an  approaching  season,  or 
even  to  foretell,  a  few  days  in  advance^ 
the  condition  of  the  weather.  The  wood- 
cock that  imerringly  fixes  its  nest  in  the 
rbest  suited  for  me  c(»ning  summer,  or 
snul  whose  tubercles  begin  to  grow 
ten  days  before  the  rain  tlray  are  pre- 
paring to  receive,  appear,  at  first  sight,  to 
surpass  the  more  developed  men.  But  the 
infoxiority  of  those  lower  orders  of  animals 
ia  in  the  quantity  of  tiieir  endowments^ 
nther  than  in  the  quality;  they  have  a 
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aingle  fae»lt}r  developed  ia  8&  extraoEdt- 
najy  degree,  whik  man  has,  as  it  weoe, 
faculties  almost  rafinite.  In  thus  adapt- 
ing each  organizaUon  to  its  special  position, 
the  wisdom  of  the  Creator  is  forcibly  ex- 
hibited.— Philadelphia  Letter,  Ma^  9. 


A  Desultory  Chapter 

On  Goed-Breedinff,  Eatables^  cmd  o$her 
Interesting  MtOters, 

I    coNsiDEB  it  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
rules  of  good  breeding,  at  any  rate  among 
chickens^  to  have  the  parents  old  enough. 
Cockerels  and  puUets,  t.  e.,  one  year  old 
lords,  never  did  and  never  will  produce 
strong,  hearty,  kindly  fledging  chickens ; 
no— nor  even  a  cockerel  or  a  pullet,  mated 
with  an  older  companion.    In  this,  better 
'  judges  may  differ  from  me,  but  it  is  ex- 
'  perien^  wmch  has  led  me  to  the  convic- 
I  tion*    So  far  for  my  own  fancy  ;  but  I 
I  want  to  know  what  other  people  think,  in 
*  some  cases  where  I  am  in  doubt.    Now, 
!  for  instance,  with   regard  to  cross-bred 
I  fowls ;  it  is  the  generally  received  opinion 
I  among  connoisseurs,  that  they  will  not 
!  do  at  all,  but  will  always  continue  an 
I  ever-varying  set  of  mongrels  to  the  end  of 
the  chfi^ter.     Now  I  should  very  much 
'  like  to  know  if  any  readers  of  the  "Poul- 
I  try  Chronicle/'  ever  either  made  a  breed 
I  of  fowls,  or  attempted  to  do  so  and  failed. 
Cross-bred  fowls  and  their  children,  even 
when  joined  by  the  grandchildren,  are 
not  test  enough ;  they  should  be  watched 
generation  after  generation,  and  kept  and 
watched  for  years.    I  should  like  to  know 
if  a  breed  ccM  be  established  by  crossing. 
Again,  with  regard  to  breeding  in-and- 
in,  how  far  can  it  be  done  with  impunity  ? 
Will    the    first   remove    deteriorate    the 
chickens  ?    I  know  a  family  of  imported 
fowls,  which  I  believe  have  been  bred  on, 
without  a  change  for  years ;  a  few  years 
hack  they  were  reputed  good  lasers  ;  they 
aie  now  uncertain  layers,,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  breed  from  them.    Much  the 
is  the  case  with  our  own  Sebrights. 


Grood  breeding  in  our  poultry-yards  is  a 
grand  thing,  am  good  feeding  comes  next. 
Some  ci^ital  hints  on  this  subject  may  be 
picked  up  in  the  "Poultry  Chronicle/' 
While  speaking  about  feeding,  another 
thing  comes  into  my  head.  I  have  often 
thought^  at  poultry  shows,  that  considera- 
tion on  this  subject  should  not  end  yfi\h 
feeding  the  chickens  ;  for  their  owners  and 
visitors  are  but  mortal,  and  in  these 
pouUry-loying  days,  amateurs  often  tal^e 
long  railway  journeys  to  attend  exhibi- 
tions of  tliis  sort. 

At  the  grandest  poultry  show  I  ever 
went  to  see,  the  conmiittee  had  let  out  a 
gallery  for  the  sale  of  refreshments,  where 
very  good  pies  and  things  were  sold  at  the 
same  price  as  at  the  shops ;  thus  setting  a 
good  example  to  some  places  of  fashionable 
resort,  in  and  near  the  great  metropolis, 
where  persons  holding  refreshment  stands 
sell  bad  commodities  at  double  prices. 
The  World^s  Bazaar  was  another  instance 
of  good  management  in  this  respect;  and  I 
really  think  it  a  thing  which  should  re- 
ceive attention  from  the  committees  of 
management  at  poultry  shows.  In  the 
case  of  the  poultry  show  above  mentioned, 
I  recollect  reading  strictures  somewhere,  I 
forget  where,  written  by  some  one  who 
considered  that  the  sale  of  refreshments 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  as  it  too  much 
resembled  the  doings  of  a  tavern ;  but  I 
had  enjoyed,  at  a  moderate  cost,  as  whole- 
some a  luncheon  as  I  could  have  had  at 
my  home  (which  I  could  not  conveniently 
reach  for  the  purpose,  because  it  was  a 
hundred  miles  away),  and  therefore  I  was 
a  nonconformist  to  the  opinion. 

In  a  large  place,  London  for  instance,  a 
gentlemaa  can  buy  what  eatables  and 
drinkables  he  likes ;  but  a  respectably 
dressed  female,  if  she  does  not  like  pastry, 
may  wander  about,  hungry  and  tired, 
with  money  in  her  pocket,  and  cannot, 
with  it,  procure  the  victuab  she  wants. 
A  Bit  ok  ▲  Wandebbb. 

Nearly  all  the  diseases  of  gallinaceoas 
birds  arisefrom  coldmoisture. — DrMenneU, 
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Belative  Merits  of  Fowls. 

In  passing  a  judgment  on  the  different 
breeds  of  poultry,  everything  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  and  duly  weighed, 
before  it  is  formed, .  and,  above  all,  pub- 
lished. Fowls,  like^  human  beings,  are 
susceptible  of  bein^  influenced  by  change 
of  climate,  diet,  soil,  and  water.  They 
require  a  little  care  till  they  become  ac- 
climatized, which  they  never  fail  to  be 
after  a  time ;  but  it  is  unfair  to  condemn 
them  as  tender  or  unfitted  for  anv  particu- 
lar locality,  because  a  trial  of  a  few  weeks 
has  not  been  satisfactory.  Their  habits 
should  also  be  studied.  Some  bear  con- 
finement without  injury,  others  require  a 
range.  Their  properties  are  so  different, 
that  everyone  may  be  suited  if  he  will 
only  take  the  necessary  trouble,  and  seek 
proper  information. 

In  towns  and  confined  places,  in  back 
and  stable  yards,  I  recommend  Cochin 
and  Spanish ;  it  is  in  such  neighbourhoods 
that  new-laid  eggs  are  valuable.  Both 
these  breeds  are  excellent  layers;  Ham- 
burgs,  I  believe,  lay  more  than  either,  but 
they  require  a  run  of  ^ass,  and  for  those 
who  can  supply  them  with  it,  I  think  they 
are  the  most  profitable,  as  they  are  very 
small  eaters.  Wherever  the  pro'fit  is  to  be 
made  from  eggs,  they  must  be  produced 
in  the  winter  and  early  in  the  spring.  To 
accomplish  this,  chickens  of  the  previous 
May  must  be  saved,  and  as  Spanish  and 
Hainburgs  do  not  set,  other  hens  must  be 
procured  to  do  so  for  them.  Here  the 
good  properties  of  the  Cochins  will  be  ap- 
parent. They  will  be  broody  when  others 
are  only  beginning  to  lay  ;  it  may  also  be 
fairly  said  of  them,  they  are  the  most 
prolific  layers  in  the  winter  of  all  we  have 
named. 

If  you  are  breeding  for  a  market,  the 
Dorkings  are  the  best  birds,  but  these  rmist 
have  a  good  run.  They  are  also  eood 
layers,  good  sitters,  and  excellent  mothers. 
They  do  best  on  a  light  soil,  if  with  chalk 
sub-soil  so  much  the  better.  But  if  proof 
were  wanted  that  they  are  not  a  tender 


fowl,  two  facts  will  prove  it:  first,  the  in- 
spection of  the  different  prize-lists,  where 
birds  of  this  breed  will  be  found  successful 
oomj^titors  from  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom where  they  have  been  bred;  and  next, 
the  undeniable  truth,  that  the  London 
market  is  supplied  with  that  poultry  for 
which  it  is  so  famous  during  the  spring 
months,  exduuvely  from  those  of  this 
race.  Another  advantage  in  keeping  them 
for  market  is,  that  they  fat  easily,  and  are 
not  laige  consumers  of*  food.  The  number 
of  eggs  a  fowl  will  lay,  or  ought  to  lay,  in  a 
season,  has  been  so  often  stated,  and  has 
led  to  so  many  disappointments  (as  it  de- 
pends greatly  on  the  management  of  the 
fowls),  that  I  will  not  attempt  to  give  it. 
It  is,  however,  a  common  thing  in  the 
winter  for  new-laid  eggs  to  make  four 
pence  each,  which  is  highly  remunerative. 
The  same  difficulty  exists  in  naming  any 
price  for  dead  fowls  in  the  market,  but  in 
seasons  like  the  present,  they  will  pay  far 
better  than  any  other  live  stock. 

J.B. 


Food  for  Toimg  Chickens. 

As  amateurs  are  sometimes  at  a  loss 
respecting  the  food  suitable  for  very 
youuff  chickens,  the  following,  after  two 
years  trial,  may  be  recommended : — 

1st  day. — Chicks  to  be  left  under  the 
hen. 

2nd  and  drd  day. — Hard  boiled  egg  and 
bread  crumbs. 

4th  and  6th  day. — Scalded  groats  and 
bread  crumbs. 

6th  and  7th  day. — ^Barley  meal  mixed 
up  dry. 

8th  and  9th  day. — Boiled  rice. 

10th  and  11th  day.— Scotch  barley 
rolled  in  meal. 

12th  and  Idth  day. — Crushed  barley. 

This,  with  some  kind  of  green  food,  if 
there  is^  no  grass  run,  will  generally 
succeed  in  bringing  them  through  their 
chickenhood.  T.  P. 
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Boyal  Jersey  Agricnltnral  and 
Horticiiltnral  Society. 

Thb  spring  exhibition  of  this  Society 
was  held  in  the  Cattle-market  on  Thursday, 
the  25th  of  May.  The  poultry  was  exhi- 
bited^as  usual,  in  the  exhibitors  own  coops. 
Mr.  Hartung^s  band  was  in  attendance. 

The  Judges  for  poultry  were,  Messrs. 
M.  Gibau^  J.  W.  Godfrey,  and  W.  Shayler. 
awabd8  of  pmzbs. 
Class  1. — ^Black  Spanish. 
Best  Cock  and  2  Hens,  Mr.  Clement 

DaParcq £0    5    0 

2od  best  do.  do.,  Mr.  B.  Saunders  ..026 
Class  2. — Cochin  China  (Cinnamon  and  Buff). 
Best  Cock  and  2  Hens,  Mr.  Clement 

DaParcq      0    5    0 

2nd  best  do.,  do 0    2    6 

Brown,  Partridge-feathered,  White,  or 

Black. 
Best  Cock  and  2  Hens,  Dr.  Cahil       ..040 

chickens  of  1854. 
Best  Cock  and  2  Pallets,  Mr.  Clement 

DaParcq      0    4    0 

2nd  best  do.  do.,  Mr.  Newland   ..     ..016 

Ticketi   "  Worthy  of  Commendation"  were 

tffixed  to  the  undermentioned  Poultry. 
Game  Cock  and  2  Hens  (black  red),  Mr.  W. 

Godley. 
Game  Cock  and  2  Hens  (bloe)  do. 
Cock  and  3  Hens  (mmpless),  Mr.  M.  De  La 

Taste. 
Cock  and  Hen  (balf-bred)  Mr.  N.  Poingdestre. 
Hen  and  Chickens  (Cochin  China,  buff),  Mr. 

Newland. 
Cock  and  Hen  (black  Spanish)  Mr.  Thos.  Doiey. 
Cock  and  Hen  (black  Spanish)  Mr.  Ph.  Pepin. 
Cock  and  2  Pullets  (Cochin  China,  buff)  Mr.  C. 

Du  Parcq. 
3  Aylesbury  Ducks  (white)  Mr.  Wm.  Shayler. 


Chit-Chat. 
American  State  Poultry  Show. — 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Managers  of  this 
Society,  held  in  Utica,  on  Friday  last,  it 
was  decided  that  the  next  grand  exhibi- 
tion should  be  held  at  Utica,  in  November 
next,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
make  all   necessary  arrangements^    and 


instructed  to  have  the  premium  list  and 
regulations  printed  and  ready  for  circula- 
tion on  or  before  the  1st  of  August  ensuing. 
We  trust  that  the  people  oi  Utica  and 
vicinity  will  ^ve  the  Society  as  hearty  a 
reception  at  its  second  exhibition,  as  it 
received  from  the  Albanians  on  the  occa- 
sion of  its  initial  show,  held  in  February 
last  Utica  is  a  central  and  easily  accessi- 
ble location,  and  the  month  chosen  is  in 
some  respects  superior  to  any  other  in  the 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  a  fowl  gathering. 
— From  the  **  American  AffricuUuraHgt/* 
Mojf  17th. 

Bearing  Poultry  for  ConsnmptioiL 
While  the  desire  to  rear  poultry  ap- 
pears to  maintain  its  position,  so  far  as 
those  specimens  which  may  be  termed 
"fancy*'  are  concerned,  and  while  the 
breeding  of  the  more  useful  sorts  is  fol- 
lowed up  with  an  ardour  looking  for  its 
recompense  in  the  honours  that  may  be 
awarded  at  the  various  exhibitions,  there 
appears  to  be  something  still  wanting  to 
bring  poultry  to  its  legitimate  position, 
viz.,  as  an  article  of  food.  From  what 
has  already  been  advised  in  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle,"  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that 
all  our  forthcoming  exhibitions  will  grace 
their  prize  list  with  awards  for  cottagers. 
This  will  be  a  grand  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  if  the  philanthropic  views 
and  recommendations  of  various  contri- 
butors be  responded  to,  as  no  doubt  they 
will  be,  a  very  large  increase  to  our  mar- 
kets will  be  the  happy  result.  No  class 
of  people  can  render  such  material  assist- 
ance in  making  up  the  deficiency  which 
has  been  for  so  long  a  time  a  disgrace  to 
our  agricultural  economy,  as  the  rural  la- 
bouring population,  and  according  to  the  re- 
turns which  have  been  of  late  furnished,  of 
the  exorbitant  prices  realized,  the  profits 
will  be  considered,  even  by  the  most  ava- 
ricious, as  at  least  respectable.  It  may, 
however,  be  objected,  that  if  the  supply  be 
increased,  these  large  prices  will  not  be 
realized.    Probably  not :  but  the  denudid 
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wMl  incieaae  ift  ft  tHttilii:^ if  notagrMttr, 
proportion^  uad  ihcM  are  very  £bw  persons 
who  will  not  allow  that  more  eood  will 
accrue  from  a  large  supply  and  a  large 
demand  at  a  fair  profit^  than  from  a  limited 
quantity  and  almost  fabulous  priceB^  The 
returns  of  the  London  poultry-markets^  as 
they  have  of  late  come  before  the  public, 
cannot  be  considered  as  indicatlYe  of  a 
sound,  healthy  state  of  things  in  this  par- 
ticular. These  high  quotations  are  a  true 
index  of  a  very  scanty  supply,  for  jjoultry 
cannot  be  held  for  any  length  of  time  by 
the  overreaching  speculator,  in  the  same 
manner  as  com,  without  incurring  the 
certainty  of  a  depreciation  in  its  value. 
Again,  can  it  be  doubted  for  one  moment, 
that  the  retail  vendor  is  a  great  loser  with 
such  markets  as  generally  occur  after  an 
inclement  season  ?  His  trade  is  to  supply 
a  portion  of  the  public,  with  whompoultry 
is  a  necessary  article  of  food.  However 
incredible  it  may  appear,  it  is  no  less  true, 
that  he  cannot  charge  his  customers  even 
the  price  he  is  compelled  to  nve.  He  is 
therefore  obliged  to  sell  at  a  loss,  which 
the  advance  of  the  season  does  not  cover, 
for  he  can  then  onlv  charge  a  fair  profit. 

But  how  can  this  state  of  afiairs  be 
altered?  How  is  it  possible  to  contend 
with  inclement  seasons  ?  Is  it  practicable 
to  rear  chickens  in  the  months  of  January 
and  February  with  the  same  chances  of 
success  as  later  in  the  season?  The  ques- 
tion must  be  answered  in  the  negative. 
All  the  resources  of  art  and  science  may 
be  brought  forward  in  attempting  to  carry 
out  the  undertaking,  but  so  long  as  the 
face  of  Nature  is  uncongenial,  comparative 
success  only  must  be  expected.  But  be- 
cause there  may  be  difficulties  in  the  wav, 
is  that  a  reason  why  the  attempt  should 
not  be  made?  To  whom  then  does  the 
pursuit  more  particularly  belong?  To 
our  farmers  ;  those  persons  who  have 
hitherto  considered  poultry  as  a  thing  <i^ 
no  value ;  who  have  allowed  their  wives 
to  keep  fowls  as  a  source  whence  they 
might  derive  a  little  pin-money  :  and  the 
fairer  portion  of  that  community  have  been 


as  blind  to  their  own  interests  as  their 
short-sighted  lords^  or  ihay  would,  ere 
this,  have  worried  them  into  a  more  liberal 
frame  of  mind,  and  obtained  permission  to 
go  to  a  trifling  expense,  the  result  of  which 
would  have  been  a  laxgex  amount  of  that 
coin  which  ladies  in  particular  know  so 
well  how  to  dimenfle. 

If  ducks  can  oe  raised  at  Aylesbury  and 
in  its  neighbourhood^  producing  an  annual 
revsenue  of  something  like  forty  thousand 
pounds,  why  cannot  fowls  be  raised  with 
similar  success?  And  why  diould  the 
rearing  of  ducks  be  confined  to  that  one 
particular  locality  ?  We  are  told,  tiiat  at 
that  fertile  spot,  the  children  have  fre- 
quently to  turn  out  of  their  beds  to  make 
room  for  the  ducks.  Not  that  such  a 
system  is  to  be  advocated,  but  it  might  be 
coniectured,  that  being  once  out  of  bed, 
under  such  circumstances,  there  would  be 
little  desire  on  the  part  of  tiie  children  to 
get  in  again,  and  so  the  ducks  have  the 
full  benefit  of  wann  blankets^  &c.  Hence 
their  speedy  attainment  to  maturity.  To 
our  cottagers  then,  must  we  look  for  a 
large  amount  of  assistance;  but  as  they 
could  be  expected  to  undertake  only  the 
preliminary  step, — that  of  raising  the 
young  stock  to  a  certain  age,  the  fanners^ 
aid  must  be. called  in  requisition^  he  having 
at  hand  the  food,  te.,  necessary  for  tiiem. 
To  ensure  success,  the  undertaking  must 
be  carried  out  can  amore.  It  mu^  have 
as  much  care  and  attention  devoted  to  it 
as  the  sheep  or  the  pigs ;  nay,,  a  little 
more,  for  fowls  are  more  delicate.  lu'- 
stead  of  intrusting  the  management  to 
that  unfortunate  wight,  one  of  whose  species 
is  generally  to  be  found  on  every  farm  of 
any  size,  and  who  Bij^ces  in  the  title  of 
"odd  man,"  or,  as  in  some  parts  of  the 
countrv,  the  stUl  more  equivocal  soubri- 
quet of  *^  shuffler,"  who  is  at  the  beck  and 
call  of  master,  mistress,  childrraiy  cook  and 
housemaid,  who  has  no  rwilar  duties  to 
pei'form^  but  is  alwayshar&r  woriced,  and 
more  scolded,  than  any  other  person  in  the 
establishment,— there  must  be  appointed  to 
the  sole  chaige  a  person  of  experience^  and 
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here  tha  fair  sex  appear  to  have  the  pre- 
fereace,  as  from,  weur  kind  and  gentle 
treatment^  they  are  better  calculated  for 
the  office,  thoush  many  persons,  who  are, 
amateurs,  employ  men  to  manage  their 
poultry,  and  their  duties  are  performed  in 
a  highly  satisfactoiy  manner. 

As  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
provide  some  protection  from  weather  for 
the  chickens^  especially  in  such  a  season 
as  last  winter  proved  to  be,  a  building 
should  be  erected  of  sufficient  size.  And 
in  this  matter,  there  will  be  no  need  to 
retain  the  services  of  a  highly  talented 
architect  or  surveyor;  for  it  may  be 
formed  of  any  rough  boarding,  or  even  of 
still  cheaper  material,  attention  being  paid 
principally  to  the  height,  which  should  be 
ample, — ventilation  at  the  top,  and  freedom 
from  draughts.  To  prevent  the  chickens 
sufiPering  from  cold  in  severe  weather,  the 
sides  of  the  house  should  be  lined  inside, 
to  a  good  height,  with  the  material,  known 
as  asphalte  felt,  which  may  be  procured 
at  the  low  cost  of  one  penny  per  sauare 
foot,  and  concerning  the  efficacy  of  which, 
as  a  repeller  of  cold,  there  are  numberless 
testimonials  from  highly  respectable 
people.  The  soil  must  of  course  be  dry, 
ana  it  should  remain  in  ita  natural  state, 
without  bricks,  stone,  or  other  material, 
excepting  moderately  fine  gravel  being 
laid  down.  Fatting  coops  must  form  part 
of  the  furniture,  to  be  tenanted  as  the 
stock  arrive  at  the  necessary  size.  Clean- 
liness must  be  strictly  observed.  Various 
little  adjuncts  may  be  introduced,  such  as 
some  well-rotted  manure,  to  be  replaced 
by  fresh  every  day,  wood-ashes  ana  cut- 
tings of  turf  when  they  can  be  procured. 
Into  such  a  place  the  farmer  might  receive 
the  young  broods  of  his  labourers,  as  well 
as  those  hatched  on  his  own  premises. 
Though  the  house  would  be  required 
chiefly^  only  through  the  winter  months, 
it  would  serve  as  a  fatting  house  through 
the  summer  ;  for  the  pursuit  must  be  fol- 
lowed up  all  the  year  round»  for  all  parties  to 
derive  benefit,  and  other  younfi^  stock  might 
be  admitted^  such  as  geese  and  ducks. 


Moat  injwvatioDs  in  aniculturai  pro- 
ceedings^ till  within  the  last  few  years, 
have  drawn  down  the  derision  and  coo- 
tempt  of  those  for  whose  benefit  they  were 
promulgated  ;  but  thanks  to  a  few  enter- 
prising spirits,  these  innovations  have 
been  acted  upon,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  found  to  succeed.  A  similar  residt 
may  possibly  await  this  attempt  to  induce 
our  a^iculturalists  to  give  poultry  a  more 
promment  position  than  has  hitherto 
been  its  lot ;  but  if  practice  be  allowed  to 
take  the  place  of  bigoted  prejudice,  it  will 
be  found,  that  instead  of  raising  a  paltry 
sum  to  invest  in  cap  strings  and  bonnet 
ribbons,  the  cost  of  the  education  of  the 
familjr  may  be  met  from  the  profits^  the 
condition  of  the  farm  servants  will  be  im- 
proved, and  instead  of  vice  and  poverty, 
an  improved  state  of  morality  and  con- 
tent will  arise.  Cincinnatus. 


Aketor  ▼.  Peaeoek. 

In  number  13,  page  282,  of  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle,"  your  correspondent  "Alector,'' 
whose  general  critique  upon  the  work  has 
frequently  appeared  in  former  numbers, 
"by  way  of  administering  a  salutary 
alterative,"  propounds  his  individual  opir 
nions  as  to  the  peacock ;  and  as  they  most 
essentially  differ  from  the  practical 
experiences  of  many  others,  I  think,  my- 
self (though  no  barrister),  perhaps  the  facts 
of  the  case  must  also  include  "^  a  hearing 
on  the  other  side  of  the  story;"  for,  bear 
in  mind,  that  a  dog  with  a  bad  name, 
looking  about  in  vain  for  fHends,  is,  pro- 
verbially, on  the  high  road  to  the  halter ; 
and^  really^  when  perusing  the  account 
given  by  '*  Alector "  of  this  splendid  and 
truly  ornamental  bird,  I  fear  the  poor 
pea-fowls,  if  no  one  "throws  down  the 
gauntlet  in  their  cause,"  must  necessarily 
be  equally  unfortunate. 

That  most  other  kinds  of  poultry  are 
more  beneficial,  by  "  pecuniary  returns^"  I 
most  willingly  allow,  but  none  can  be 
more  aristocratic  in  appearance,  or  more 


Digitized  by 


Google 


840 


THE   POULTRY  CHRONICLE. 


suitable  in  adding  beauty  to  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  a  country  seat;  and 
«yen  should  it  be  found  expedient  ^from 
being  over-stocked)  to  use  the  young  oirds 
as  "table-fowls,"  they  will  (as  I  hare  oft- 
times  tested  them)  bear  a  very  respectable 
Eosition  even  so.  As  an  ornamental  bird, 
owever,  they  are  chiefly  prized,  and  as 
such  they  excel  all  others — I  mean  natur- 
ally, at  full  liberty;  to  mutilate  by 
**  pinioning "  would  tend,  indeed,  most 
seriously,  to  destroy  their  beauty — for 
when,  with  extended  tail,  they  are,  as  it  is 
termed,  "showing,"  the  drooping  wings 
are  lowered  almost  to  the  nound,  and 
make,  in  conjunction  with  the  tail,  that 
very  extraordmary  rustling  noise,  as  of  an 
approaching  high  wind,  that  tends  not  a 
little  to  enhst  the  attention,  surprise,  and 
admiration  of  those  who,  for  the  nrst  time, 
witness  the  eccentric  motions  of  this  self- 
conceited  bird.  The  ladies  (ever  possessing, 
as  they  do,  a  keenly-alive  sensitiveness  for 
the  picturesque,  the  lovely,  and  the  beau- 
tiful) never  fail  to  admire  them ;  the 
insuperable  difliculty  would  be  to  test  the 
quahty  of  the  flesh,  if  "kept  as  pets,"  as 
I  think,  confidently,  few  of  the  fair  sex 
could  then  be  found  (under  these  circum- 
stances) wlllins^  to  sign  their  "death- 
warrant."  It  IS  not  the  peacocks'  forte — 
"outside  show"  seems  rather  their  appro- 
priate position ;  bnt  I  must  add,  on  table, 
the  pinky  colour  of  the  flesh  is  always 
attestive  of  the  bird,  the  flavour  of  the 
well-fed  young  ones  being  not  unlike  that 
of  the  wild  common  pheasant  of  our 
woods. 

Having  thus  committed  the  yonng  dead 
pea-fowls  to  the  fate  of  all  eatables  (after 
passing  through  the  hands  of  the  cook), 
let  us  now  see  what  purposes  the  highly- 
favoured  old  birds  are  susceptible  of  by  a 
little  training ;  for,  as  education  is  now, 
very  wisely,  one  of  the  first  features  of  the 
day,  why  not,  if  it  serve  our  purpose, 
extend  its  influences  to  the  "  Alector  "-de- 
cried peacock  ? 

If  the  eggs  are  hatched  under  the  com- 
mon  hen,  the    pea-fowls  will   prove  as 


tractable  in  their  habits  as  any  other  kind 
of  domestic  fowl ;  and  the  writer  of  this 
remonstrance  had  one,  for  vei^  many 
years,  that  was  thus  raised, — ^to  lot  down 
a  few  of  the  peculiarities  of  this  bird  mav 
not  be  uninteresting.  He  was  hatched, 
and  also  reared,  by  a  bantam  fowl ;  proved 
a  most  beautifully-feathered  bird,  the 
" train'*  alone  measuring  four  feet  six 
inches  long,  and  lived  with  the  most  per- 
fect concord  and  happiness  in  the  midst 
of  (really  Lilliput-sized^  Sebright  bantams, 
many  of  which  cost  tneir  owner  nearly 
four  guineas  each,  and  which,  had  the 
peacock  felt  desirous,  he  could,  most  un- 
doubtedly, have  destroyed  at  a  single  blow. 
I  was  never  alarmed,  however,  for  their 
safety,  for  with  old  and  young  he  socially 
existed ;  never  proving  an  aggressor,  though 
seeming  to  derive  the  highest  possible  plea- 
sure when,  with  wings  lowly  drooping, 
and  tail  widely  extended  and  aloft,  he 
could  persevenngly  "dodge"  some  poor, 
unfortunate  hen  into  a  comer  of  the  yard; 
he  would  then,  with  loud  screams  of 
exultation,  rush  onwards  suddenly,  and 
"pen  her  in."  He  never,  however,  at- 
tempted to  really  injure  any  one  of  them, 
for  they  always  "broke  bounds,"  when 
thus  singularly  incarcerated,  either  by 
running  through  the  lower  part  of  the 
tail,  or  flying  over  it.  He  would  some- 
times, for  several  hours,  employ  himself  to 
entrap  a  single  fowl,  and  the  strategy  dis- 
played was  most  wonderful,  as  past 
experience  makes  (even  bantams)  wise : 
some  black  Polands,  and  also  some  other 
fancy  fowls,  that  were  his  involuntary 
companions,  shared  likewise  in  this  im- 
munity from  all  harm. 

This  peacock,  on  being  shown  a  piece  of 
bread,  would  immediately  ("to  order") 
erect  his  tail,  keeping  it  extended  till  the 
coveted  food  was  forthcoming ;  the  hand 
might  arrange  any  displaced  feathers  of 
the  train,  without  its  being  lowered ;  .but 
the  bird  always  seemed  to  feel  great  terror 
of  any  persons  secreting  themselves  behind 
him,  and  was  even  so  "half-reasoning," 
that  if  two  different  parties  "tried  to  trick 
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him,"  (at  one  and  the  same  time),  he  at 
once  lowered  his  gaudy  plumes — seemed 
much  annoyed  —  and  uttered  oflfended 
notes  of  indignity  and  displeasure.  I  will 
add  that  this  hird  was  not  pinioned,  but 
perfectly  free  to  do  as  he  pleased.  A  light 
iron  fence,  six  feet  high,  prevented  his 
access  to  a  most  highly  cultivated-garden, 
through  which  he  frequently  anxiously 
and  covetously  gazed  at  the  numberless 
flowers  and  vegetables  before  him,  still  he 
never  attempted  to  fly  over,  except  once, 
when  a  lady,  who  was  visiting,  suddenly 
opened  her  parasol  close  to  him,  by  which 
he  was  very  greatly  alarmed ;  he,  however, 
with  a  little  coaxing,  quietly  returned, 
doing  no  damage,  and  seemed  very  pleased 
to  get  back  "to  old  quarters." 

But  "  Alector"  may  say,  "this  is  the  ex- 
ception, not  the  rule."  If  so,  exceptions  are 
not  by  any  means  isolated,  for  a  friend  of 
mine  is  quite  "  a  peacock  fancier,"  though 
with  only  the  limited  accommodation  of  a 
really  very  small  court-yard :  here  are 
pea-fowls,  golden  and  silver  pheasants,  the 
common  pheasant,  several  kinds  of  fancy 
fowls,  a  heron,  and  the  hybrid,  between 
the  common  pheasant  and  bantam,  all 
running  promiscuously  together,  ap- 
parently the  "  best  of  neighbours."  Some 
of  the  pea-fowl,  he  thus  keeps,  are  the 
white  ones,  some  of  them  the  pied,  the 
remainder  the  common  ones ;  they  breed 
res^larly  every  year,  the  whites  producing 
white  chickens  exclusively ;  the  pied  not 
unfirequently  rear  the  common-coloured  ; 
the  regular-feathered  ones  always  pro- 
ducing ofispring  like  themselves.  Chickens 
and  young  pheasants  (of  many  kinds) 
are  with  them  during  the  season,  but  they 
are  unmolested  by  the  peafowls,  though 
the  heron  takes  all  "suitable  opportu- 
nities "  to  ensure  their  quick  ]»S8age  down 
the  **  Red  Lane ; "  so  that  whilst  uiey  are 
little  he  is  necessarily  housed  up,  '*  to  pre- 
vent absence  without  leave;'  but  the 
fowls  and  pea-fowls  rear  their  young 
together.  My  friend's  pea-hens  generallv 
lay  from  twelve  to  sixteen  eggs  each 
during  the  season.     The    netting   fence. 


about  seven  feet  high,  is  never  attempted 
by  the  pea-fowls,,  though  not  even  cut- 
winged.  The  pheasants,  &c.  are,  however^ 
pinioned,  as  many  were  lost  before  this 
plan  was  adopted.  When  thus  tenderly 
reared,  these  birds  have  a  proneness  to  steal 
into  the  house  during  the  period  of  moult- 
ing, and  will  hide  themselves  anywhere ; 
at  this  time  (however  tractible  before)  they 
become  very  shy,  and  appear  to  suffer 
considerably — the  production  of  new  fea- 
thers being  a  great  tax  on  the  constitution. 
But  it  will  be  supposed  the  birds  I  have 
described  are  really  •' model  peacocks, 
whose  education  has  not  been  neglected :" 
I  admit,  in  each  instance,  they  have  been 
scrupulously  well  cared  for,  and  kindly 
used;  still  it  is  my  decided  supposition 
that  one  very  frequent  cause  of  wildness 
is  produced  by  gardeners  and  other  domes- 
tics hunting  tnem  about,  "out  of  their 
way,"  they  are  naturally  birds  easily 
affrighted.  The  third  kind  of  pea>fowl 
alluded  to  by"Alector"  is  the  "Japan 
peacock,"  a  bird  of  singular  beauty,  out 
difficult  to  rear.  All  the  varieties  are 
polygamous.  I  agree  with  your  correspon- 
dent t^t  the  "whites"  have  but  little,  except 
novelty,  to  recommend  them,  but  I  h&vo. 
frequently  seen  them  with  "trains"  as 
long  as  me  other  varieties ;  in  some  such, 
the  "eyes"  (on  the  tail  feathers)  are  a 
beautiful  cream-colour.  I  think  my  state- 
ment shows  that  pea-fowls  can  be  raised 
tame  to  excess  (the  wild  haunts  of  shrub- 
beries, contrariwise,  naturally  engender 
shyness  J;  in  either  situation,  however,  they 
adorn,  in  the  one  instance,  the  general 
landscape,  and  in  the  other,  closer  ex- 
amination only  increases  their  charms. 
To  bring  a  wildly-reared  bird  of  this  kind 
into  confined  premises  would  certainly 
entail  annoyance ;  I  admit,  too,  their  dis- 
cordant "cry"  has  engendered  "unfavour- 
ably censorious  reports  as  to  their  general 
character;"  for,  speaking  of  worldly 
annoyances  as  being  omnipresent,  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  hear,  "Ah!  there's 
always  a  peacock  on  every  wall;"  still 
their  beauty  is  a  redeeming  trait,  and  I 
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feel  pretty  well  assured^  should  this  knotty 
case  oe  referred  to  a  jury  of  your  readers, 
(who  will  kindly  use,  and  well  treat 
tliem),  their  after-verdict  will  not  be  un- 
favourable to  the  cause  I  have  attempted 
to  defend.  £.  H. 


ITngsB  BnsticflB. 

T&IFLBB,    OUOIVAL  AND    SELBCT,    FROIC   THB 
MOTS-BOOK  OF  A  DBKBTfiHIBX  YEOMAN. 

7%tf  CharacterUHca  qf  a  well-hred  Dorkmg 
Fowl. 

A  WELL-BBED  Dorklng  fowl  may  be  of 
any  colour.  Whilst  the  strictest  unity  of 
hue  is  imperiously  demanded  in  Spanish 
birds,  and  a  red  feather  in  the  wing  would 
be  fatal  to  any  pretensions  of  pure  aristo- 
cratic descent;  while  In  the  pencilled 
Hamburgs,  of  both  kinds,  the  most  accu- 
rate and  well-defined  markings  on  the 
wing,  and  freedom  from  tracing  on  the 
hackle  feathers  are  alone  tolerated, — the 
Dorkings  may  and  do  rejoice  in  every 
variety  of  colour,  from  the  gaudy  plumage 
of  the  duck-winged  game  fowl  to  sober 
gray  and  brown,  or  the  mottled  mixture  of 
both.  Twenty  chickens  are  now  running 
before  me,  ana  unfortunately  not  three  are 
alike  in  their  feathered  markings,  although 
many  of  them  are  absolute  sisters,  and  tne 
purity  of  their  blood  has  been  guarded 
carefully  for  many  years.  No  cross  has  ^ 
been  permitted,  except  such  as  could  be 
derived  from  the  unrivalled  poultry  of 
Capt.  Hornby,  or  from  yards  presided  over 
by  the  experience,  ^obity,  and  judgment 
of  that  veteran  Dorking  breeder,  Mr.Baily, 
of  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square.  But 
although  of  every  variety  of  colour,  there 
are  certain  especial  characteristics  which 
are  essential  to  the  Dorking  fowl,  and 
witiliout  which  it  cannot  hope  '^  to  obtain 
9  prize."  What  are  these  ?  A  small  head 
beautifully  poised  upon  a  taper  neck, 
which  sweeps  in  a  gracefully  expanding 
line  to  the  broad  shoulders.  The  breast 
must  be  very  full, — round  and  prominent  in 
the  hen,  broad  and  well  developed  in  I3ie 


cock ;  the  bod^r  square,  the  legs  white, 
short,  and  terminating  in  five  long  claws. 
The  comb  may  be  "rose,"  double,  or 
upright,  and  single.  A  spurious  fancy  has 
beset  some  judges,  to  give  prizes  only  to 
the  single  combed  ;  but  it  is  based  upon  no 
principle,  is  unjtuty  and  will  be  repudiated 
by  the  owners  of  the  best  birds  in  the 
kingdom.  The  birds  of  "  A  Derbyshire 
Yeoman"  are  single  combed,  and  therefore 
he  writes  with  no  prejudice  in  favour  of 
the  rose,  or  double  combed,  but  from  a 
strong  sense  of  justice,  based  upon  the  know- 
ledge that  some  of  the  finest,  heaviest,  and 
best  birds  in  England,  are  double  combed. 
Rose  combed  Dorkings  have  taken  prizes 
at  Birmingham ;  at  Derby  they  were  unce- 
remoniouiSy  passed  over;  but  happily,  the 
decisions  were  still  lust,  as  the  single- 
combed  birds  were  there  heavier,  hand- 
somer, and  in  every  way  more  worthy. 
The  dimensions  of  two  of  the  best  Dorking 
fowls  I  have  ever  seen,  are  as  follow  : 

Code       Hen. 


,1 

.' 

11 

9 

It 

9 

24 

20 

21 

17* 

16 

13 

.3 

i5* 

Length  of  bill 

Length  of  neck 
Length  from  neck  to  ramp  . . 
Length  of  thigh 
Length  of  shank 
Girth  over  wings  before  legs. . 
"  behind  legs. . 

Girth  of  neck —lowest  part   .. 

"     of  neck  by  the  head     .. 

**     ofback,  part  of  thigh.. 

"     offlhsDk  ..      2f  'M 

Breadth  aoroM  wings ...        ..     lOf  ^ 

The  above  were  "rose**  combed,  and 
obtained  prizes  at  Birmin^iam,  and  dse- 
where.-^J?^  penniuion  of  the  author,  from 


When  tour  ohicksns  retuen  from 
an  exhibition,  nve  to  each  a  tablespoon- 
ful  of  castofT  ou,  and  some  hours  after- 
wards^  give  them  oatmeal  mixed  with 
good  old  ale.  Never  run  them  with  the 
olfhers  till  three  days  aftpr  tiieir  retnm| 
that  you  maybe  sure  they  have  eontractea 
no  contai^ouB  disorder. 
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Wit  0iJiof&  IWter-iirjf. 


THE   PRECOCIOUS   YOUNG   BIRO. 

Mr.  Editor, — I  assure  you  that  myself  and 
CEonily  are  really  delighted  with  the  "  Poultry 
Chronicle/'  abounding,  as  it  always  does, 
wHh  so  maDy  Teritable  truths  serviceable  to 
poultry  fanciers.  The  Wednesday  morning's 
post  is  always  the  most  anxiously  looked  forward 
to  in  the  whole  week.  This  day's  number,  how- 
ever (May  31st},  is  to  me  really  somewhat  per- 
plexing—to whom  then  can  we  look  for  reference 
so  readUy  (or  so  well)  for  an  explanation  of  the 
matter  as  to  the  Editor. 

In  speaking  of  the  white  Spanish  fowls,  I  Und 
*'W.  8.,"  of  Cowes,  states  "they  are  the  most 
forward  chickens  I  ever  heard  of;  the  one  I  still 
have,  crowed  at  a  fortnight  old."  Those  of  this 
variety,  once  possessed  by  myself,  were  not 
nearly  so  precocious;  indeed  they  proved  most 
sadly  "  behind-hand,"  when  compared  to  these 
"newly  imported  ones;'*  and,  as  I  am  some- 
what prone  in  these  times  to  discredit  the  evi- 
dence of  my  own  eyesight  (and  astonishment 
seeming  to  pervade  the  whole  family),  I  quietly 
handed  the  **  Poultry  Chronicle"  across  the  fire- 
place to  my  mother.  She,  poor  dear  old  soul,  id 
now  compelled,  by  the  infirmities  of  age,  to  use 
"  her  glasses,"  though  in  unimpaired  enjoyment 
of  all  her  other  faculties ;  she  then,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  her  spectacles,  reads  the  passage  some- 
what  diflftBrently :  to  her  it  ihns  stands,  ''that  the 
ducken  crowed  a  fortnight  beforeit  was  hatched ; " 
and  dear  old  lady  (with  uplifted  hands),  is  pa- 
ralysed in  wonderment  to  find  that  the  march 
of  improvement  has  thus  abruptly  and  marvel- 
looflly  "stolen  on,"  since  she  was  herself  a 
diicken.  I  feincy  myself  that  her  spectacles 
(like  most  old  people's)  do  <macnify  a  little,  and 
that  I  read  this  paragraph  rightly;  but  I  wish 
to  know  whether  of  the  twain  is  the  most  correct, 
and  also  if  it  is  not  quite  possible,  that  in  a  year 
or  two,  the  now  troublesome  employment  of 
rearing  chickens  may  be  altogether  obviated,  if 
liu^y  the  chickens,  now  existent  at  Cowes, 
ahould  haply  prove  excelled  by  their  future  pro- 
Oh !  aearMr.  Editor,  what  truly  glorious 
they  will  be,  when  amateurs  can  find  all 
the  difficulties  of  chickenhood  superseded  alto- 
gether; which  I  myself  rather  thmk,  however, 
will  be  about  coeval  with  the  period  when  the 
preMut  express  trains  are  thrown  aside  as  being 
universally  deemed  old-tehioned  lumber,  and 
veritable  alow  coadies." 

OlTB  IN  TBB  RiNO. 

Binningliam. 


[We  were  equally  astonished  with  "One  in  the 
Ring,"  at  a  chicken  crowing  at  a  fortnight  old, 
and  felt  a  little  anxious  to  hear  if  any  of  our 
other  contributors  had  known  chicks  as  forward 
asthoseof"W.  S."-Bd.] 


BPAKIBH   FOWLS. 

Many  inquiries  are  made  what  sort  of  fowls  are 
best  to  keep  ?  and  before  answering  the  question, 
another  should  be  asked, — where  are  tbey  to  be 
kept?  If  in  a  farm-yard :  Game,  Dorkings,  or  Co- 
chins ;  but  if  in  an  inclosed  space,  in  or  near  a 
town,  Spanish  will  not  yield  thepalmtoany  variety. 
I  have  seen  some  of  the  best  birds  reared  in  a  town 
in  a  confined  yard,  where  all  the  other  varieties 
had  to  be  discontinued ;  for  eating  or  laying  they 
are  equal  to  any,  but  it  must  be  admitted  the  eggs 
are  not  always  so  good  for  the  table  as  some 
other  varietiea. 

As  regards  some  remarks  of  your  correspond- 
ents, as  to  their  being  black,  there  are  some 
varieties  blue  and  dead-black,  while  an  iridiscent 
green-black  is  the  only  admitted  one ;  the  face 
must  be  purely  white,  and  not  covered  with  small  , 
feathers,  but  so  fine  they  resemble  hair;  and  in 
the  quality -of  the.  face  there  is  as  much  difTerenoe 
as  there  is  between  sacking  and  cambric  in 
quality,  the  cauIiflower.appearance,as  it  is  termed, 
often  spotted  with  red,  has  a  very  coarse  appear- 
ance, and  birds  with  this  fault  are  not  of  much 
value.  With  the  best  birds  the  white  often  varies, 
being  blushed  with  red,  which  does  not  seem  to 
be  attributable  to  the  health  of  the  bird,  although 
in  moulting  they  lose  much  of  it.  The  greatest 
difficulty  in  the  variety  is  to  have  the  white 
extend  over  the  eye;  not  one  bird  in  five  hun- 
dred can  be  seen  perfect  in  this  respect. 

Sbrex. 


PTARMIGAN  FOWLS. 

BiR,— When  the  "Ptarmigans"  made  their 
debUt  last  season,  every  one  was  asking,  "  What 
are  their  merits  ?"  but  from  want  of  certain  facts 
to  go  upon,  a  satisfactory  answer  was  not  returned 
to  the  querv.  I  now,  however,  send  you  the 
"doings  or  four  hens  of  mine,  extracted  from 
my  egg-book,  giving  the  number  of  eggs  laid  by 
them  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  present  day. 
And  I  am  quite  content  to  leave  it  to  you  to 
decide  whether  the  product,  added  to  their 
extreme  beauty,  does  not  entitle  them  to  a 
higher  rank  than  that  of  mere  "  fancy  fowls." 
I  may  add,  that  my  experience  leads  me  to  place 
them  among  the  non-sitting  varieties.  My  four 
hens  laid  in  April  90,  and  up  to  this  day  89  eggs— 
tML,  in  57  days,  179  eggs  I    Thinking  that  ttcts 
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such  as  these,  which  I  can  vouch  for  as  true,  may 
not  be  unacceptable  to  you,  I  am,  your  well- 
wisher. 

May  27.  One  of  the  Maniacs. 

F.S.  I  keep  Dorkings  as  well  as  Ptarmigans, 
and  as  I  have  a  regular  debtor  and  creditor 
account  with  my  fowls,  and  enter  everything 
expended  on  their  behalf,  I  can  tell  their  average 
cost  to  a  fraction,  which  is  as  near  as  may  be  Ifd. 
per  head  a  week ;  but  then  I  must  add  that  I 
look  after  them  closely  myself. 


A  LETTER. 

Sir,— I  am  no  scholar;  bat,  when  I  was  a 
boy,  I  went  to  a  Sunday-school,  and  I  have  often 
been  sorry  I  could  not  send  my  boys  to  school. 
But  I  think  I  have  now  a  chance,  because  I 
keep  a  few  fowls.  I  have  this  year  made  some 
pounds  by  them,  and  I  am  a  better  man  than  I 
ever  was  in  my  life.  I  don't  owe  a  shilling,^ 
which  is  a  good  deal  for  a  labouring  man  to  say, 
— and  my  children  are  well-fed  and  well-clothed. 
I  write  to  thank  you  for  your  instruction,  and  to 
hope  you  will  keep  on,  for  it  is  the  best  move  for 
us  we  ever  had.— Your  humble  servant, 

E.H. 

I  dare  not  pat  my  name,  becanse  I  should  be 
laughed  at. 

TO  "  C.  C.  R."  ON  SEBRIGHT  CHICKS. 

Mr.  Editor,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  C.  C.  R."  of  Rudgeley  (whose  letter  you  for- 
warded to  me  for  an  answer),  as  "to  whether  the 
silver-laced  Seabrights  vary  in  colour,  at  the  time 
they  are  hatched,"  the  experience  of  many  years' 
careful  attention  to  this  peculiarlv  attractive 
variety,  tells  me  they  do  vary ;  and  having  bred 
many  of  the  chief  winners  at  our  Poultry  Exhi- 
bitions,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that  inmost 
instances,  the  dark  chickens  make  the  most  per- 
fectly laced  birds  when  full  grown ;  the  lighter 
ones  at  hatching  generally  being  irr^ularly 
"  laced  "  afterwards ;  some  of  the  dark  chicks  are 
apt,  however,  to  be  tinged  with  *' yellow  eround 
colour/'  which  is  seriously  objectionable  as 
"  Show  Birds."— Yours  truly, 

Edward  Hewitt. 
Eden  Cottage,  Spark  Brook,  Birmingham. 


POINTS  OF  A  COCHIN. 

Courteous  Reader,— I  am  told  that  your 
curiosity  is  greatly  excited  to  know  who  I  am, 
and  where  I  dwell.  If  you  are  an  old  fancier, 
this  is  passing  strange,  as  at  the  outset  I  informed 
you  that  I  was  in  the  pen  at  Birmingham  whence 
the  eggs  were  purloined,  and  hence  my  first  com- 


plaint. But  perhaps  you  are  a  new  convert  to 
the  fancy;  if  so,  I  vdll  proceed  to  enlighten  you, 
as  in  duty  bound.  I  am  very  aged,  of  patriarchal 
descent,  and  was  formerly  in  the  yard  of 
Mr.  Sturgeon;  thence  transferred  to  another 
yard,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  that  gentleman, 
who  thought  he  had  put  a  prohibitory  price  upon 
me  and  my  wives  when  he  put  JS5  per  head  upon 
us.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  found  in  the 
aviaries  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  in  various  parts 
of  the  countrv,  and  suffered  quite  a  martyrdom 
when  the  silly  rage  arose  for  dull  uniformity  of 
colour. 

I  am,  as  all  true  Cochins  should  be,  very  broad 
on  the  rump,  deep  from  back  to  breast,  very 
broad  behind,  ana  there,  as  well  as  upon  the 
thighs,  covered  with  soft,  downy  feathers  in  rich 
profusion.  My  wings  are  very  short  and  small, 
almost  hidden  in  front  by  my  breast-feathers, 
and  behind  by  my  saddle-feathers.  My  tail  is 
very  short,  destitute  of  sickle-feathers,  but  nicely 
rounded  by  graceful  curly  feathers ;  though  na- 
turally short  in  itself,  it  appears  even  shorter 
than  it  is  by  being  almost  buried  in  the  rump- 
feathers,  which  are  very  abundant  My  £soe  is 
red;  my  head  small  and  narrow.  My  comb 
rather  small,  serrated,  but  not  too  deeply ;  single 
and  even,  that  is,  not  bent  in  and  out.  My  legs 
are  shortish,  of  a  yellow  colour,  inclining  to  red 
or  flesh  colour  on  the  sides,  and  are  thickly 
covered  with  feathers  even  to  the  end  of  the  toes. 
My  wives  have  all  these  properties  in  perfection, 
but  neither  tbev  nor  myself  can  boast  of  "  spot- 
less hackle,"  which  is  quite  enough  to  condemn 
us  in  the  eyes  of  many,  though  we  have  only  just 
enough  colour  to  form  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the 
body  colour  in  the  shape  of  a  handsome  tippet 
readiing  hardly  to  the  shoulder,  without  any 
other  than  buff  or  fawn  on  the  body.  We  cocks 
weigh  from  lOilbs.  to  12ilbs.,  our  wives  9  lbs. 
to  10^  lbs. ;  some  few  cocks  have  reached  13  lbs., 
and  one  or  two  13^  lbs.,  and  a  few  hens  11  lbs. 
and  upwards. 

You  may,  perchance,  have  seen  me  in  the  yard 
ofMr.  Sturgeon,  Moody,  Andrews,  Capt.  Hornby, 
and  various  others,  fojr  I  have  travelled  much, 
unfortunately,  and  have  been  claimed  as  of  Stur- 
^n,  Andrews,  Holt,  Fletcher,  Gilbert,  and 
Potts's  stock,  bat  I  am  in  verity  of  the  first- 
named  gentleman's.  I  am  the  progenitor  of  many 
of  the  so-called  ttraiiu  in  existence;  and,  on 
the  female  side,  the  credit  is  equally  due  to 
Mr.  Moody.  Those  in  Quakerish  garb  are  also 
descendants  of  the  self-same  stock,  oeing  at  first 
onljr  accidents,  and  perpetuated,  in  some  cases, 
by  m-breeding,  and  in  other  cases  by  judicious 
crossing  with  other  accidental  ones  from  different 
aviaries.  The  former  have  obtained  only  dull 
uniformity  of  colour,  at  the  expense  of  almost 
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ereiything  desenring  the  name  of  Cochin.  The 
latter  are,  in  some  fevr  instances,  promising  and 
"  looking  up,"  as  a  little  farther  careful  crossing 
bids  fair  to  bring  them  up  to  the  mark  I  have 
laid  down.  As  I  listen,  however,  as  is  my  wont, 
to  the  remarks  of  the  various  visitors  here,  I 
oondode  that  characteristics  will,  in  future,  be 
more  insisted  upon  than  mere  colour;  and  that, 
even  despised  as  I  have  been  for  my  tippet,  I 
shall  be  so  admired  for  my  tht^e  as  to  crow  yet 
again,  in  self-gratulation, 

COCK-A-DOODLB-DOO-O. 


BREBDIK6  FROM  THB  BRAHM AS. 

Mb.  Editor, — ^As  the  wheels  of  time  move  on, 
the  poultry  world  will  soon  be  able  to  decide  for 
itielf  the  great  question,  whether  the  Brahma 
Pootra  be  a  distinct  variety  of  the  great  Asiatic 
domestic  fowl,  or  merely  a  cross  between  the 
Dorking  and.  one  of  the  common  Asiatic  fowls, 
as  the  Malay,  Cochin  China,  &c.,  as  many 
think.  At  the  present  stage  of  the  season, 
perhaps  a  few  observations— the  result  of  my 
own  experience — may  be  acceptable  to  some  of 
Toor  readers,  and  be  a  means  of  inducing  the 
breeders  of  this  "  rara  avis  **  to  compare  notes 
now  and  then,  throuzh  the  medium  of  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle,"  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as 
afford  them  a  comer  at  your  convenience. 

Ist.  I  begin  with  four  chickens,  hatched  from 
four  out  of  eighteen  so-called  Brahma  eggs,  pur- 
chase of  a  constant  advertiser  in  the  daily  and 
weekly  papers:  two  are  black,  dean-legged, 
ugly  things ;  one  nearly  white  wiUi  a  few  feathers 
on  its  legs,  and  the  fourth  nothing  else  but  a  bad 
Cochin  China.  I  keep  these  to  remind  me  of  a 
resolution  I  made  when  they  were  hatched. 

2nd.  I  have  six,  hatched  at  the  same  time  from 
twelve  eggs,  also  purchased  of  an  amateur— good 
birds— iJl  of  a  regular  plumage  and  fairly  fea- 
thered legs. 

3rd.  I  now  come  to  about  sixty  chickens  of 
almost  every  age,  since  the  beginning  of  April, 
the  produce  of  a  cock  and  two  hens,  imported 
directly  from  America.  I  here  describe  them  i-^ 
They  have  all  the  single,  erect,  and  serrated,  and 
not  the  pea-comb ;  uie  plumage  of  the  eock  is 
white,  black  wings,  tips,  and  tail,  neck  hackles 
neatly  pencilled,  yellow  beak  and  legs,  the  last  well 
featherod ;  the  hens  are  the  same  colour,  except 
that  the  neck  hackles  are  more  darkly  pencilled 
than  the  cock's;  tbe^  have  laid  since  March,  and 
are  laying  now,  havmg  only  ceased  for  a  day  or 
two  each,  without  manifesting  an  eager  desire  to 
sit;  they  are  thin  in  condition,— the  cock  weighs 
about  11  lbs.  and  the  hens  about  9  lbs.  each. 


Now,  as  to  the  question,  whether  the  Brahma 
be  a  distinct  variety  or  not,  I  take  for  granted, 
that  if  "like  produce  like,"  it  is  a  fair  test  of 
genuineness,  and  my  experience  leads  me  to  this 
conclusion  also,  that  no  one  can  brine  such  evi- 
dence as  would  satisfy  a  "Bayly/'  that  he  has 
ever  produced  by  the  crossing  of  two  distinct 
spedes  of  fowls  such  a  breed  of  fowls  as  con- 
tinues to  reproduce  offspring  like  itself,  without 
reverting  more  or  less,  in  every  hatch,  to  the  ori- 

S'nal  type.  Can  the  mysterious  breeder  of  the 
ced  bantam  do  this  ?  I  trow  not ;  otherwise 
so  many  of  every  hatch  would  not  have  to  be 
consigned  to  the  pot,  and  it  would  not  be  a  law  in 
Bantam  breeding,  that  the  best  spedmens  are  not 
the  best  to  breed  from.  Now,  if  the  Brahma 
were  a  cross  (as  some  assert)  between  the 
Dorking  and  the  Malay,  should  we  not  have 
frequently  the  dean  leg,  the  fifth  toe,  the  long 
tail,  &c.  ?  and  if  it  were  a  cross  between  any  other 
of  the  larger  Asiatic  and  British  fowls,  there  is 
no  doubt  there  would  be  marks  in  the  produce 
that  would  guide  the  practised  eye  to  the  detec- 
tion of  the  original  type  in  every  generation. 
But  if  the  Brahmas  continue  to  produce  chickens, 
hatch  after  hatch,  resembling  the  parent  birds  in 
every  respect,  the  reasonable  conclusion  is,  that 
the  Brahma  is  a  distinct  variety.  Now  these 
60  chickens  from  the  three  birds  have  all  come 
alike  from  the  shell  to  a  shade,  the  pullets  being 
only  a  little  darker  in  the  neck  hackles  than  the 
cockerels  as  they  grow  up ;  this  is  the  first  mark 
of  distinction  between  the  sexes.  Many  are  now 
well  grown  and  feathered,  and  I  can  observe  no 
trace  of  a  pea-comb ;  and  as  the  hatches  come 
off  now,  I  never  tiiink  of  looking  for  a  clean  or 
dark-coloured  leg,  a  fifth  toe,  or  a  black  beak ; 
in  short,  they  come  from  the  egg  as  regular  in 
character  and  plumage  as  the  pure-bred  Bolton 
Grays  do. 

From  an  this  I  conclude,  that  not  only  is  the 
Brahma  a  distinct  variety,  when  pure,  but  the 
purest  of  all  the  large  Asiatic  fowls ;  bat  they  have 
been  subjected  to  severe  crosses !  Even  the  Buff 
Cochin  does  not  throw  a  dozen  chickens  alike ; 
and  how  provoking  is  it  to  attempt  to  breed 
black  or  white  Cochins— every  amateur  can 
tell ! !— They  are  from  a  cross,  if  the  reader  likes. 
I  will  not  be  tiiehr  champion.  I  will  merely  add 
that  I  have  seen  a  great  number  of  so-called 
Brahmas— said  publidy  to  have  been  imported 
too — which  I  know  to  be  not  true ;  their  pro- 
duce may  impose  upon  "  C.  H.  B."  (whose 
unqualified  assertions  are  too  numerous  to  obtain 
credit),  but  I  think  not  upon  "  P.  Jones,"  who 
seems  to  know  what  he  is  about.  The  eggs  I  find 
to  be  veryproductive — the  chicks  *'  do  not  frater- 
nize with  Cochins,"  but  traverse  the  lawn  in  quest 
of  inserts  in  groups  of  eight  or  ten,  according  to 
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age,  almost  every  boor  of  the  day.  Apologizing  for 
the  length  of  this,  I  remain 

Yours,  &c.,  G.  B. 
P.S.  Should  any  one  disputa  my  statementSy  I 
give  you  my  address,  and  will  be  happy  to.  show 
my  stock  at  any  time>  for  I  court,  rather  tbaa 
evade,  criticism,  yet  at  the  saoie  time  I  do  not 
wish  to  advertise  the  fowls.. 


f 0  €mts$m)mis, 

A  Correspondent  inqmiea»  "If  the  legs  of 
Cochin  China  cfaickenfr  are  not  well  feathei«d'at 
three  months  old,  do  they  beconw  so  at »  mom 
advanced  age? "  If  chickens  are  hatched  with 
clean  legs  they  will  certainly  remain  so ;  but  in 
the  state  of  transition  between  the- down  and. the 
feathers,  the  fieothering  on  the  legs- will  sometimes 
become  very  poor  (not  altogether  absent),  and 
will  become  good  again-  as  the  growing  feathers 
supply  the  place- of  the  down. 

M.  B,  H,  wishes  to  know  if  any  amateur  of 
the  Spanish  fowls  will  kindly  tell,  whether  it  does 
not  seem  likely  that  the  white  in  the  face  is  an 
accident  or  a  blemish,  as  it  is  so  very  difficult  to 
breed  it  even  from  first-class  parents. 

To  Amateurs  gmerally^—QBXk  any  of  one 
readers  or  correspondents  give  us  any  acconnt  o£ 
the  Russian  fowl  ?  One  cluef  distinguishing  cha^ 
racteristic  is  a  very  conspicuous  whisker.  We 
have  had  a  dark  brown  fowl  of  the  sort,  and  ooa 
of  our  correspondents  has  some  of  a  pure  white. 

W.  E.  S.  C— The  paper  by  "J.  C,  of  Dorking," 
in  No.  14,  will  have  responded  to  our  corre- 
spondent's wish  before  it  was  expressed. 

A.  H.f  Yorkshire, — It  is  very  difficult  to  ac- 
count  for  the  crooked  breast,  which  will  occa- 
sionally occur  in  the  heavy  kinds  of  fowls^— the 
Dorking,  the  Cochin  China,  the  Brahma,  and, 
no  doubt,  also  the  Spanish,  and  other  large  sorts* 
If  perches  are  used,  they  should,  most  decidedly, 
be  large.  Some  recommend  a  flat  piece  of  wood. ;, 
one  of  our  best  judges,  Mr.  Bailey,  of  Mount- 
street,  advises  the  use  of  the  trunk  of  a  youn^ 
fir-tree  sawed  in  halves;  and  a  platform  foi 
roosting  (if  kept  very  clean)  is  good  ;  but  none 
of  these  appliances  will  in  all  cases  prevent  the 
crooked  breast-bone.  It  is  very  advisable  ta 
give  phosphate  of  lime  in  some  form  to  fast- 
growing  fowls.  We  have  found  late  chickena 
most  subject  to  this  kind  of  weakness. — ^We 
would  with  pleasure  give  accounts  of  the  prices 
of  fowls  realized  at  sales,  but  the  day  of  salefr 
seems  so  much  gone  by,  that  it  would  be  but  little 
guide  to  amateurs  to  quote  prices  so  exceedingly 


low.  At  Mr»  Stevens's,  the  five-shilling  reserve 
often  returns  the  birds  unsold;  and  in  sales 
where  no  effort  is  made  to  make  the  collection 
so  far  select,  birds  are  frequently  sold  for  prices 
not  worth  receiving  by  pecsous  who  caneatthem 
at  home.. 

S,  F,  6.— Wetnmootnndertalte  to  say whetber 
or  no  yeur  vaeipe^ia  correol; 

J.  P.— A  wicker  basket,  closed  all  round,  sod 
covered  at  top  with  canvas,  is  the  best  for  con.- 
veying  fowls.  It  shouTd  be  three  feet  high  for 
lai'ge  birds.  The  diameter  must  be  regulated  by 
the  number  it  is  intended  to  contain.  It  should 
be  quite  round,  and*  when  the  birds  are  put  in, 
the  bottom  should  be  covered  with  soft  straw. 
For  two  bikdl  we  make  them  ewenty  inches  u  dia- 
meter, for  four  birds  twenty-six  inches. 

Signutt  living^  in  the  country,  and  wishing  to 
dispose:  of  his  poultry  for  the  market^  we  beg  to 
mention  Mr.  J.  f^ker,  of  Leadenhali  market 
For  Rouen  Dncks-apply  to  Mr.  Bailv,  of  Monnt- 
Btoaef^  or  Mr.  Ponohard,  BUinf  a  Ball,  Haver* 
hUU  Suffolk. 

J,  8,  ly.— Your  fowl  is  sufferings  from  mter- 
nai  fbver,  which,  if  not  checked,  will  kill  him. 
His  food;  instead  of  nourishing  his  body,  in- 
creases the  fever..  The  castor-oil  is  right,  and 
may  be  given  again.  The  food  should  be  bread 
and  milk,  till  the  bird  has  gained  his  flesh  and 
health.  He  might  (br  a  change  have  egg  boiled 
hard  and  chopped  fine.  If  you  have  not  already 
done  so,  we  should  advise  you  to  try  Baily's  pills. 


Poultry  Market,  LeadenludL 

The  change* in  thfe  supply  andprioea  of  poultry 
at  Leadenball*markot}  that  has  oeen  so  long  ex- 
pected at  last  begins^  to  shew  itself.  It  is  now 
necessary  to  make  two,  quotations  of  fowls,  as 
small  ones  become  more  plentiful,  but  larger  are 
as  scarce  as- ever.. 

Fowls 6s.   6d.    to    8s.  6d.  each. 

Smaller  do.  . .  5s.  Od.  to  5s.  6d.  „ 
Chickens  . .  . .  2s.  6d.  to  4si  Od.  „ 
G.  Geese  . .  . .  5s.  Od.  to  6s.  6d.  „ 
Ducklings  . .  . .  3s.  6d.  to  4s.  Od.  „ 
Leverets  ..  ..3s.  fid.  to  5s.  fid.  „ 
Pigeons  ..  ..Oa.  lOd.  to  Is.  Od.  „ 
Rabbits,  Tame . .  Is.    7d.  „ 

Do.      Wild  ..Os.  lOd.    to    Is.  Od.    „ 

Quails Is.    fid.    to    Is.  9d.    „ 

Plovers'  eggs,  in  bulk,  3s.  fid.  per  doz. 
There  is  a  moderate  supply,  but  the  demand  is 
bad  for  the  season,  of  the  yeari 
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lltertistmtnts* 


BRAHMA  FOOTRA  EGGS,  from  theehoicest 
birds  of  an  Amateur,  Brabmaa  of  wboM 
breeding  bave  com^ted  tucoenfiiUy  at  tbe  first 
sbows  in  the  kingdom^  viz,,  the  Roval  Agricnl* 
turaly  Great  MetropolitMi,  BvmiagOKD,  Great 
Yarmouth,  Doncaster,  Norwich^  Winchester, 
and  Manchester,  price  £3.  3s.  per  dozen.  War* 
ranted  from  the  best  prise  aod  selected  birds  only. 
ApplytoW.C.6.,.Po8t.office,SaiMibaohk  Cheshire. 

MR.  J.  P.  HINE,  of  Thickthom  House,  neac 
Ilminster,  being  about  to  decline  Poultry 
keeping,  has  the  feUowinfr  Birds  for  imnrediate 
Sale:— Cock  and  one  Hen,  Golden-beurded 
Polands,  £1.  15s.  Coek  aad  three  Hens,  Silver 
Prianda  (not  bearded),  £2.  Cock  aad  one  Hen, 
Golden-pencilled  Hamburgr  iSl.  Is«  Codt  and 
one  Hen,  Silver  ditto,  liSs. 


E 


GGS  FOR  SALE,  daring  the   Season,   afl 
from  First  Prize  Birds. 

fioxindttded. 
.  208.  par  doK. 
.   ISs.     „ 
10s.     „ 

58. 


Silver-apangled  Polands    . . 
White-crested  Black  Polands 
Golden-spangled  Hamburg 
White  Aylesbury  Ducks  . . 

Some  Golden-spangled  Hamborgs  for  &ile.^ 
Post-office  orders  payable  at  Lyndhurst,  Hants, 
to  Thomas  P.  Edwabj)s. 


FARMIGAN  EGGS  for  SALE  for  the  rest 
of  the  Season,  from  Prize  Birds,  £1.  Is.  per 
1 1  dosen,  and  Is.  for  package. — Apply  to  F.  Bbr- 
!     WAL,  Esq.,  Fareham,  Hants. 


MRS.  LYDIA  C.  STOW,  of  Bredon,  will  now 
DISPOSE  of  EGGS  from  her  PRIZE 
SPANISH  BIRDS,  at  three  guineas  for  a  dozen, 
box  indoded. 

Dorkings OneGhunea. 

Baff  Cochin  China  . .     . »         ditto. 
Black  Cochin  China      . .  ditto. 

Post-office   orders  to   be  make   payable   at 
Tewkesbury. 


TO  AMATEURS. 


A  RAREopportunitynowpresents  itself  of  PUR- 
A  CHASING,  at  a  moderate  price,  first-rate 
early. hatched  DORKING,  BLACK,  SPANISH, 
and  BUFF  COCHIN  Chickens.— For  price, 
pedigree,  &c.,  apply  to  S.  H.  Hamb&tok,  Esq., 
Keodall,  Westmoreland. 


E 


GGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
'J  ,  BIRDS.— John  Bailt  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3b.  4d. 

Baily^s  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
I7s.  6d.;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d.;  three  quarts, 
13a.  6d.    Particubrs  by  post  on  application. 

*'  Fo^s,"  by  Baily,  2s. ;  by  post,  28.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
dHy. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 


EGGS   from  rolendid  imported  BRAUMAS  ,, 

and  Prize  DORKINGS,  Is.  each.— Apply  to  |  ^ 

the  PouLTRTMAN,  AMngtou  Rectory,  Norl^-  •  | 

ampton.  \ ' 

BEDFORDSHIRE    POULTRY  'I 

EXHIBITION.  ' ' 


THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
of  POULTRY  will  take  place  at  the  CORN 
EXCHANGE,  BEDFORD,  on  Tuesday,  the 
3l8t  of  October,  and  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  Ist  and  2nd  of  November,  1854. — Forms  of 
Entry  and  Schedules  of  Priaea  may  be  obtained 
on  and  alter  the  16th  of  June,  of  the  Secretaries, 
Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allen,  Bedford ;  and  Mr.  Chabx,bs 
Howard^  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entaies 
dose  October  1st. 


WEST  KENT  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
OF  POULTRY,  &c.,  and  Miscelhineous 
Flower  Show  (open  to  all  England),  under 
most  distinguished  patronage,  will  take  place  in 
the  Market  Field,  FARNINGHAM,  on  Tuesday, 
(private  view),  June  20th,  1854,  and  followiBg 
day.  Subscription  tickets  of  admission  (available 
on  both  days),  5s.  each.  Lists  of  Prizes  and  Cer- 
tificates of  Entry  for  Poultry,  &c:,  are  now  ready, 
and  may  be  had  on  application,  post-paid,  to  the 
Secretary,  B.  Thomas.  For  Schedules  of  Prizes 
for  Flowers,  fcc,  apply  to  Mr.  Alfred  Lock- 
TBR,  Hon.  Sec.,  Farningham.  The  Entries  will 
close  on  the  5th  of  June. 

By  order  of  tbe  Committee  of  Management, 

Baptiste  Thomas,  Sec. 
Committee  Room,  Lion  Inn, 
Farningham. 
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william   dray    and    co.'s 
tV    patent   wire    fencing, 

strong  enough  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and   dose  enough   for    Dogs,   Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2id.  per 
yard,  2feetwide. 

Address    William    Drat  and  Co., 
Agricultural   Implement   Manufacturers, 
Swan-lane,       Upper        Thames-street, 
London. 

PirmLLE  SPA,  CHELTENHAM. 

rriHE  THIRD  Grand  Annual  Summer  EXHI- 
i    BITION  of  POULTRY  will  taite  place  at 
the  above  magnificent  Establishment,  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  June  14th  and  15th,  1854. 
—For  particulars  enclose  a  fully  directed  stamped 
envelope  to  Jessop,  Brothers,    Secretaries, 

CHICKENS  OF  1854. 

JOHN  FAIRLIE,  Esq.,  Cheveley-park,  New- 
el market,  will  be  prepared,  after  the  25th  Jane, 
to  DISPOSE  of  hU  CHICKENS,  aU  bred  from 
his  well-known  Prize  Birds.— Terms  may  be  had 
bv  enclosing  a   stamped -directed  envelope  as 
above. 

SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY-HOUSE,  £4, 
O    consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.    The  above  are 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  bf 
any  ordinary  labourer.    Wire  work  from  6  to  15 
inches  wide,  6Jd.  per  square  yard,  to  enclose 
poultry,  &c.— R.  Richardson,  21,  Tonbridge- 
place.    New-road,    near    King's-cross.     N.B. 
Maker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants ;  drawings  of  21  Emi- 
grants'houses,  and  28  Summer-houses,  sent  free. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

riROGGON'S    PATENT    ASPHALTE 
yj    ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  hidf  the  timber  required  for  slates.    Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  fftcility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.     Price  One  Penny  per 
Square  Foot.    Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS   PELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

SixLines 38.  Od. 

For  every  additional  Line  ....   Os.  4d. 

Yearly  SuiIscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 138.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  3s.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-*8treet,  Covent-garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed.— Latest   hour   for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholetale  Agentt,  G.  Routledge  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 

mANNED  GARDEN  NETTING    for    Pre- 
1     serving    Fruit-trees    from   Frost,    Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  abo  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2  yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  vards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  witii  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  FUhing.Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 

LoKDOK :  Printed  by  Cbaruis  Wyvax,  at  the  PrintiDg  Office 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Cheltenham  Third  Annual  Summer  Exhibi- 
tion, at  the  Pittville  Spa,  June  14th  and  15th. 
Secretaries,  the  Messrs.  Jessop,  Brothers,  The 
Aviaries,  Cheltenham.    Entries  are  closed. 

West  Kent  Association,  at  Famingham,  Tues- 
day, June  20th,  and  following  day.  Secretary, 
Baptiste  Thomas,  Esq.   Entries  are  dosed. 

Yale  of  Taunton  Deane  Horticultural  Sodety, 
hi  the  Vivary  Pftrk,  Taunton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  June  2l8t  and  22nd.  Honorary  Se- 
cretary, John  Kingsbury,  Esq.,  10,  Hammet- 
street,  Taunton.    Entries  closed  June  13th. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Society^  June 
27th  and  28th.  Secretaries,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,Public 
Library,  Plymoutii,  and  C.  Hancock,  Esq., 
Emma-place,  Stonehouse.  Entries  dosed  June 
12th. 

Bideford  Poultry  Show.  First  Meeting,  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday,  June  27th  and  28th.  Seore- 
tury,  John  Jones,  Esq. 

Royal  Agricultural  Sodety  of  England.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  m  the  -week 
commendng  Monday,  the'  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  are 
dosed. 

Great  Yarmonfh  and  Eastern  Counties:  Third 


Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Sodety,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd..  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  dose  August 
19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Thinik  Poultry  Sodety,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion, in  conjunction  with  the  Thirs^  Floral  .and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'cSwarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Messn.T.WoottonandJ.D.Muddi- 
man.  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  31st 


Digitized  by 


Google 


350 


THE    POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


and  two  following  days.  Seeietaries,  Mr.  J.  T. 
R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr.  C.  Howard,  Bidden- 
ham,  near  Bedford.  Entries  close  October  Ist. 
llie  Schedule  wUl  be  ready  Jone  16tb. 

Reading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Reading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  AssociafioH,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5tfa,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq:,'and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  dose 
January  1st. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mittees of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  us  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedules.  These^  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  "  Monk  Bamfi,  Hampstead." 


**  Lite  and  learn/*  is  a  proverb  which 
may  be  put  in  practice  by  men  at  all  times 
and  under  all  dircumstances.  Our  own 
experience,  and  the  example  of  others,  are 
daily  presenting  useful  lessons  for  future 
guidance.  Limited  sucoess  in  our  plans, 
and  in  those  of  other  persons,  are  eyer 
giving  salutary  warning  to  avoid  the  course 
which  has  eondncted  to  failure,  and  pros- 
perous results  are  pointing  out  the  roads 
which  have  led  to  success. 

In  no  matter,  of  parallel  importance, 
may  this  value  of  the  experience  of  life  be 
turned  to  better  account  than  in  the 
various  arrangements  for  a  poultry  show. 
Laat  year^  many  shows  were  so  crowded 


into  the  same  space  of  time,  that  their  suc- 
oei^s  was  evidently  diminished  in  conse- 
quence. There  were  exhibitions  M  Win- 
chester, Derby,  and  Hitchin  in  one  week  ; 
the  success  which  attended  the  Derby  show 
we  cannot  recollect,  not  having  been  pre- 
sent ;  that  at  Hitchin,  which  was,  in  1852, 
as  pretty  a  collection  of  upwards  of  200 
pens  as  any  amateur  need  wish  to  see,  was, 
in  1953,  neither  so  good  nor  so  well  at- 
tended ;  while  at  Winchester,  13  classesy 
if  not  morcy  were  entirely  unrepresented  in 
the  entries !  In  so  many  instances,  be- 
sides those  above  mentioned,  the  same 
clashing  of  interests  occurred  from  the 
shows  coming  nearly  at  the  same  period, 
that  we  cannot  help  noticing  how  much 
better  matters  have  been  managed  this 
year.  The  season  might  be  said  to  com- 
mence with  the  Aylesbury  Local  Show, 
.April  12th,  which  was  followed  by  those 
of  Newcastle  and  the  Royal  Dublin  So- 
ciety,— these  were  in  April.  In  May,  we 
had  the  Hexham,  the  Holmfirth,  and  the 
Exeter. 

For  June,  we  have  the  Bath,  which  took 
place  last  week,  the  Cheltenham,  com- 
mencing this  day  (the  14th),  the  Faming- 
ham  on  the  20th,  the  Taunton  (in  an  en- 
tirely different  district)  on  the  21st,  and 
the  Devon  and  Cornwall  on  the  27th. 

For  the  remaining  months  of  the  year 
but  a  small  number  of  exhibitions  have  at 
present  been  appointed ;  but  all  which  are 
already  arranged  display  the  same  good 
judgment  in  avoiding  a  clashing  of  inte- 


Nor  is  wise  consideration  in  fixing  the 
time  the  only  improvement  on  which  to 
congratulate  the  commikteesk  At  the  Man- 
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Chester  show  last  year,  an  addition,  which 
we  think  every  amatear  would  wish  to 
make  general,  was  first  introduced,  in  the 
form  of  a  stand,  with  a  person  whose  duty 
it  was  to  collect  the  sticky  umhrellas,  and 
parasols  belonging  to  the  yisitors ;  those 
offensive  weapons,  the  active  use  of  which 
occasions  such  annoyance  to  the  poor  im- 
prisoned birds,  and,  consequently,  no  less 
to  the  ears  of  the  company.  The  regula- 
tion is  introduced  by  the  managers  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight  and  Southampton  shows, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  become  uni- 
versal. 

Aijother  admirable  improvement,  adopted 
by  several  committees,  is  deferring  the 
commencement  of  the  sale  of  the  birds 
until  all  th^  visitors,  anxious  to  make 
choice,  may  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so, — an  arrangement  which  has  a 
doable  advantage  ;  at  the  same  time  that  it 
deprives  persoi\s  who  may  possibly  have 
saperior  knowledge  of  any  of  the  birds  of  an 
nnfaur  advantage,  it  leaves  the  staff  of  the 
committee  at  liberty  at  the  busiest  time, — 
the  hour  of  opening. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  instances  jn 
which  the  indefatigable  managers  of  our 
Poultry  Shows  have  introduced  the  im- 
provements suggested  by  their  own  expe- 
rience, and  the  example  of  others. 


Schedule  of  the  Southampton  Poultry 
Show. 

The  South  Hants  Association  for  the 
ImpioTement  of  Domestic  Poultry  will 
hold  tiiOT  Second  Annual  Exhibition  at 
Southampton,  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, the  30th  and  31st  of  August,  under 
the  patronage  of  Lady  M.  McDonald^  and 
several  other  ladies. 


In  seven  of  the  dillezeni  kinds  of  fowls, 
that  exceedingly  useful  class  of  ^*  a  single 
cock  "  is  introduced. 

The  impartiality  displayed  in  the  a- 
mounts  of  the  prizes  will  strike  the 
readers  of  the  Schedule.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  committee  hare  given  equal  value 
to  the  prizes  for  all  the  diflferent  kinds  of 
fowls  down  to  Bantams,  which  are  rated 
lower. 

PRIZE    LIST. 


Spanish. 

Class. 

Ut 

2nd 

1.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hem  above 

a  year  old          

£2.  . 

.  £1 

2.  Ditto,  ChickeBS  of  1854 

£2,  . 

.  .^1. 

3.  Best  Cock  of  any  a«e  . . 

£i. 

DoRSiNO  (Coloured). 
4.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  i^Mve 

a  year  old 

£2,  . 

.   £1. 

5.  Ditto,  Chidcens  of  1854 

£2,  . 

.   £1, 

6.  Best  Cock  of  any  age  .. 

£1. 

Dorking  (White). 

7.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old 

£2,  . 

.  £1. 

8.  Ditto,  Chickens  of  1854 

JB2.  . 

.   £1. 

9.  Best  Cock  of  any  age  .. 

£1. 

Cochin  China  (Baff,  Cinnamon,  or  Brown). 

10.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old £2.  . .  £1, 

11.  Ditto,  Chickens  of  1854         ..    £2,,.  £1. 

12.  Best  Cock  of  s&y  age  . .        ..    £1. 

Cochin  China  (Black  or  White). 

13.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above 

a  year  old £2.  ..   £1. 

14.  Ditto,  Chickens  of  1654         ..    £2.  ..   £1. 

15.  BestCockofanyage  ..        ..    £1. 


B&ahma  Pootra. 

16.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

17.  Best  Cock  of  any  age  .. 


£2. 
£1. 


£L 


Gamb. 

18.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

19.  Best  Cock  of  any  age  . . 

Mault. 

20.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 


£2.  ..  £1. 
£1. 


..   £2. 


Hamburg  (6old*peiidlled). 
2L  Best  Cock  aod  two  Hens       ..   £2. 


£1. 


£1. 
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Hamburg  (Sflver-pencilled). 
Clat9.  Ui. 

22.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hena       ..   £2. 

Hamburg  (Gold-spangled). 

23.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       ..   JS2.  1 


Hamburg  (SilTer-spangled). 

24.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       ..    £2. 

Poland  (White-crested). 

25.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       ..    £2. 


PoLAKD  (Golden). 

26.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

Poland  (Silver). 

27.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 


£2. 


£2. 


Any  Distinct  Breed. 
28.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       ..    £2. 


Bantams  (Gold-laced). 
29.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       ..    £1. 


2nd. 
.  £1. 


£1. 


£1. 


£1. 


£1. 


£1. 


£1. 


10s. 


Bantams  (Siker-laced). 
0.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 


£1.  ..  10s. 


Bantams  (Black). 

31.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

Bantams  (White). 

32.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

Turkeys. 

33.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

Geese. 

34.  Best  Gander  and  two  Geese  . . 


£1. 


£1. 


£2. 


10s. 
10s. 
£1. 


£2.  ..  £1. 


Ducks  (Aylesbury). 
35.  Best  Drake  and  two  Docks    . .    £2. 


Ducks  (Ronen). 

36.  Best  Drake  and  two  Docks    . . 

Ducks  (any  variety). 

37.  Best  Drake  and  two  Dacks    . . 


£2. 


£2. 


£1. 


£1. 


£1. 


Cottager's  Prize  (Rent  not  exceeding  £8. 
per  annum.    Free  entry). 

38.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  any 

breed £1.  ..  10s. 

39.  One  of  the  main  objects  of  this  Society  being 
for  the  Improvement  of  Domestic  Poultry, 
a  First  Prize  of  £1,  and  a  Second  of  lOs., 
will  be  offered  for  the  best  couple  of  Dead 
Chickens,  bred  in  1854.    The  breed  to  be 


described,  whether  crossed  or  otherwise,  and 
to  be  trussed  with  head  and  feet  on,  fit  for 
market.    Entry  Is. 

Pigeons. 
40.  Best  pair  of  Carriers;  Almond  Tumblers; 
Balds^  Beards,  andMottled Tumblers';  Owls; 
Nuns  ;  Turbits ;  Archangels  ;  Jacobines  ; 
Fantails ;  Trumpeters ;  Pouters  or  Crop- 
pers; Barbes;  Runts;  Dragoons;  any  other 
new  or  distinct  variety— Prize  of  10s.  each. 

In  addition  to  the  above  prizes,  a  silver  cup, 
value  £5.  5s.,  will  be  given  to  the  exhibitor  of 
poultry,  being  the  breeder,  taking  the  greatest 
number  of  first  prizes. 

Regulations. 

1.  That  subscribers  of  5s.  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  card  of  admission,  and  subscribers  of  10s.  to 
two  cards ;  such  cards  to  be  available  both  days 
of  Exhibition,  but  not  transferable. 

2.  All  entries  to  be  made  on  the  printed  forms 
which  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  had  by 
enclosing  a  stamped-directed  envelope  to  the 
secretary.  The  last  day  of  entr^  is  fixed  for  the 
19th  of  August.  Persons  entering  poultry,  and 
&iling  to  send  the  same,  will  be  required  to  pay 
a  fine  of  58.  for  each  pen  so  left  vacant,  unless  a 
certificate  be  lodged  with  the  secretary  on  or 
before  the  day  of  exhibition,  August  30th,  proving 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  the  non- 
exhibition  was  caused  by  the  death  of  one  or 
more  of  them  by  disease  or  unavoidable  injury 
suffident  to  prevent  such  exhibition. 

3.  Exhibitors  of  poultry  to  pay  3s.,  and  of 
pigeons.  Is.,  each  pen. 

8.  Exhibitors  must  state  a  price  Cor  all  speci- 
mens that  are  for  sale,  as  one  of  the  mun  objects 
of  the  exhibition  is  to  afford  to  breeders  an 
opportunity  of  improving  thehr  collection  at  a 
time  when  thev  are  best  enabled  to  form  a  cor- 
rect opinion  of  the  value  of  the  several  varieties. 
Specimens  that  are  not  for  sale  must  therefore 
be  distinctly  so  stated.  Five  per  cent,  will  be 
deducted  from  all  sales  towards  defiraying  the 
expenses  of  the  exhibition.  All  sales  must  be 
made  through  the  secretary.  No  offer  will  be 
accepted  before  12  o'clock  on  the  first  day  of 
exhibition. 

9.  The  exhibition  will  not  be  limited  to  a 
particular  district,  and  specimens  may  be  sent 
nom  any  part  of  the  world. 

10.  Doors  open  on  Wednesday,  at  10  o'dock. 
Admission  to  non-subscribers,  2s.  6d.;  and  on 
Thursdays,  at  9  o'clock;  admission.  Is. ;  children 
under  12,  half-price. 
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11.  Competent  penona  will  be  employed  to 
take  chflffge  of  the  birds  during  the  exhibition, 
and-iQl  eggs  will  be  broken ;  but  the  committee 
cannot  be  answerable  for  any  losses  that  may 
occar,  either  from  accident  or  mistake. 

12.  That  stewards  be  chosen  by  the  committee 
to  assist  in  oondnctiDg  the  proceedings  of  each 
show,  and  that  all  matters  relating  thereto  shall 
be  subject  to  their  decision. 

13.  Dogs,  sticks,  and  umbrellas  will  not  be 
allowed  in  the  exhibition. 

14.  The  whole  of  the  poultry  must  be  delivered 
at  the  place  of  exhibition  before  8  o'clock,  p.m., 
on  Monday,  the  28th  August.  The  hampers, 
baskets,  &c.,  must  be  addressed  to  the  secretary, 
Southampton,  the  names  of  the  exhibitors  to  be 
attached;  the  carriage  in  all  cases  being  pre- 
Tiously  paid. 

John  D.  Barford,  See, 
Southampton,  Hay,  1854. 


ChilrCliat 
A  coKBESPONDENT  residing  in  South- 
ampton, in  a  letter  about  the  South  Hants 
Poultry  Exhibition,  which  is  to  take  place 
in  that  town  in  August  next,  writes,  "  We 
have  taken  a  great  many  hints  from  the 
*  Chjronicle/  Our  show  took  its  rise 
among  the  farmers  of  the  Botley  Club, 
and  was  transferred,  for  convenience,  to 
Southampton,  so  that  we  may  truly  call 
ours  an  agricultural  society.  We  have, 
in  a  great  degree,  taken  the  schedule  of  the 
Royal  Aericultural  Society  for  our  guide, 
and  we  kave  added  some  new  features. 
First,  the  prize  for  single  cocks  in  the 
leading  varieties  ;  secondly,  the  prize  for 
cottagers,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
meet  your  approval ;  and  thirdly,  a  prize 
for  dead  poultry,  which  is  offered  prin- 
cipally in  consequence  of  many  persons 
advocating  the  cross  breeds.  Last  year 
we  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  our 
judges  to  award  an^  prize  to  cross-bred 
birds,  although  there  was  a  class  especially 
for  them  (and  the  gentlemen  we  engaged 
are  no  mean  authority),  so  we  now  mean 
for  them  to  be  shown  dead  in  couples,  fit 
for  market ;  and  lastly,  though  not  least, 
we  offer  a  five-^inea  cup  for  the  most 
Sttccessfttl   exhibitor  and  breeder,  as  yre 


consider  the  latter  much  more  entitled  to 
honour  than  a  person  who,  with  a  long 
purse,  can  purchase  the  laurels  to  which 
the  breeder  is  entitled." 

'^Our  rules  have  also  undergone  re- 
vision, and  several  valuable  regulations 
have  been  copied  from  the  *  Chronicle.'  '* 

Mr.  Stevens's  Sale. — On  Tuesday, 
the  6th  of  June,  a  number  of  fowls  and 
chickens  were  sold  at  Mr.  Stevens's,  from 
the  stocks  of  Captain  Snell,  Messrs.  Can- 
non, Shackle,  Jones,  and  Hill.  The 
prices  at  which  the  birds  sold  were  low : 
among  the  best  were,  a  Brahma  hen  from 
the  Queen's  stock,  £2  ;  a  cockerel,  seven 
months  old,  £1. 16^.  The  price  of  Brahma 
chickens  of  the  present  year  ranged  from 
68.  to  149.  per  pair,  and  that  of  Cochin 
chickens  was  about  the  same.  A  number 
of  Dorkings  bred  from  the  stock  of  Mr. 
Fisher  Hobbs,  Andalusians  from  Mr. 
Taylor's  prize  birds,  and  Spanish  from 
the  same  stock,  remained  stationary  at 
the  starting  price,  58,  each  lot. 


Bules  of  Poultry  Shows. 

Among  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
poultry  shows,  there  are  generally  four, 
and  sometimes  more,  which  so  uniformly 
occur,,  that  we  are  glad  to  leave  it  to  the 
experienced  knowledge  of  our  readers  to 
know  that  they  are  introduced,  and  to 
spare  space  by  their  omission  in  our 
notices  of  the  schedules  of  the  shows. 
The  rules  we  refer  to  are  those  which 
relate  to  empowering  the  judges,  in  all 
C6»e9,  to  withhold  undeserved  prizes — which 
request  exhibitors  to  name  their  fowls 
with  care,  and  to  give  aU  the  names  apper- 
taining thereto — and  to  avoid  false  state- 
ments respecting  the  ages  of  the  chickens, 
— stating  that  ail  mi8'8t€Uement8  will  incur 
the  penalty  of  exclusion  from  future  ex- 
hibitions under  the  management  of  the 
same  society. 

It  is  so  useful  to  our  readers  to  have  the 
schedules  of  the  poultry  shows  in  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle,"  rather  than  to  he 
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dependent  on  finding  up  loose  sheets  of 
yarioos  sizes  whenever  it  is  desirable  to 
refer  to  one  of  them,  that  we  are  anxious 
to  give  them  ;  but,  in  doin^  so,  we  are  glad 
to  economise  i^aoe  as  much  as  ppssible. 


Hints  to  Poultry  Show  Committees. 

Whilst  the  companj  are  admiring  the 
birds,  I  may  give  one  hint  which  I  had 
overlooked ;  'd  the  committee  hire  or 
borrow  the  wire  pen  fronts  from  any  other 
society  or  person,  they  must  be  careful  to 
ascertain  me  condition  of  the  wire  before* 
they  close  their  bargain.  I  know  of  a  case 
where  the  wire  fronts  were  hired,  and 
upon  their  arrivinsp  at  the  intended  exhi- 
bition, they  were  found  bedaubed  with  oil, 
having  been  dipped  in  that  iluid  as  a  pre- 
ventive against  rust ;  no  efforts  would 
remove  it,  it  was  too  late  to  prepare 
other  fronts,  and  it  had  a  very  damaging 
eflfect  on  the  phiraa^e  of  all  the  light- 
coloured  birds,  especially  the  buff  and  wnite 
Shanghaes ;  and  even  a  still  worse  on  the 
dress  of  those  ladies  who  unfortunately 
came  in  contact  with  it ;  for  however 
fashionable  and  becoming  large  checks 
may  be  thought  by  the  male  portion  of  the 
visitors,  I  must  confess  that  the  wire  net 
pattern  printed  in  oil  on  a  lady's  light- 
coloured  shawl  or  dress,  is  not  calculated  to 
improve  either  her  appearance  or  temper. 

I  must  now  take  your  readers  into  the 
sale  office,  and  describe  how  things  are 
going  on  there :  first,  there  will  be  the 
salesman  prepared  with  his  book  to  enter 
your  name  and  address  as  a  purchaser,  and 
to  give  you  a  receipt  for  the  cash;  of  course 
a  clerk  sitting  near  him  hears  the  number 
of  the  pen  you  claim,  and  strikes  it  out  of 
the  lists  as  sold,  writes  on  slip  "  No.  — 
sold,"  and  hands  it  with  others  to  the 
porter  to  affix  to  the  pens,  to  prevent  un- 
necessary claimers ;  another  clerk  hears 
your  name  and  address,  and  writes  it  on 

an  address-card.   Pen  No.  — ,   Mr. , 

and  address  in  fall,  and  places  the  card  on 
the  top  of  the  previous  purchaser's,  ready 


to  be  checked  back  by  the  purchase-books 
during  the  first  leisure  time,  but  so  as  to 
have  all  the  purchasers'  address-cards  quite 
ready  by  the  close  of  the  show :  of  course 
this  might  be  done  during  the  evening,  but 
it  is  wiser  to  have  an  extra  clerk  than  to 
trust  to  tired  night-work. 

I  have  before  recommended  that  the 
hampers  shall  be  sold  with  the  birds,  and 
in  this  case  the  plan  is  for  the  salesman  to 
go  round  immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
show,  and  to  fasten  the  purchasers'  cards 
on  the  top  of  the  sellers',  comparing  them 
by  the  numbers;  this  is  better  than  tearing 
off  the  sellers'  cards,  because,  if  it  is  done, 
all  chanoe  of  correcting  an  accidental  error 
is  taken  away,  but  if  it  is  fastened  on  the 
top  of  it,  the  means  of  correcting  the  error 
remains,  and  the  buyer  also  has  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  the  seller's  card ;  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  hamper  is  not  sold  with 
the  birds,  the  purchaser's  card  must  first 
be  tied  to  the  front  of  the  pen  (after  the 
show  has  closed),  the  old  hamper  must  be 
carried  away,  a  new  one  bought,  and  then 
the  address  fastened  to  it,  omerwise  some 
awkward  errors  will  most  certainly  be 
made  and  birds  will  be  missing. 

I  may  here  hope  that  the  sales  have  been 
large,  as  the  per  centage  charged  ought  to 
produce  a  handsome  sum. 

I  have  made  no  allusion  to  the  refi*esh- 
ment-room ;  it  is  advisable  to  have  one, 
where  plain  things,  ale,  negus,  tea,  coflfee, 
sandwiches,  biscuits,  &c.,  can  be  obtained 
at  a  moderate  cost ;  parties  from  a  distance 
will  require  something  of  the  kind,  other- 
wise they  will  be  asking  for  exit  and 
return-tickets,  and  thete  should  not  be 
given,  or  they  may  be  misused :  if  people 
pay  for  coming  in  and  find  amusement 
and  refreshments  inside,  they  will  not  re- 
quire a  return-ticket ;  and  if  they  go  out, 
let  them  pay  again  if  they  wish  to  re-enter. 
Of  course  this  will  not  apply  to  subscribers, 
whose  tickets  admit  for  every  day  the  show 
remains  open. 

The  show  must  now  be  supposed  to  have 
closed  ;  and  first,  all  unnecessary  people 
must  be  cleared  out  of  the  room,  and  proper 
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guards  set  at  the  doors  to  prevent  both  iaxr 
proper  ingress  or  egress,  and  the  arrange- 
ments for  repacking  the  birds  must  be 
coolly  and  quietly  commenced  ;  there  must 
be  no  hurry  or  bustle,  both  of  which 
may  be  expected,  and  must  be,  therefore, 
guarded  against. 

In  the  first  place,  the  secretary  must 
have  prepared  indexes,  say  three  or  four, 
that  is,  one  each  for  the  devoted  committee- 
men, who,  to  meet  their  pledge  to  the 
public,  that  thelbirds  shall  be  sent  off  early 
the  day  after  the  show,  have  determined  to 
sacrifice  their  comfort  and  work  all  night. 
Shows  generally  close  late  in  the  evening, 
and  woe  betide  the  committee  if  the  birds 
are  not  all  ready  in  their  hampers  for 
their  respective  owners  by  daybreak  next 
morning,  and  much  haa  to  be  aone  to  effect 
this. 

The  indexes  I  allude  to,  should  have  the 
the  exhibitors'  names  alphabetically  ar- 
ranged, with  all  their  pen  numbers  in  a 
row,  viz.,  Andrews,  John,  20,  27, 90,  360. 
The  use  of  this  I  will  explain  shortly. 

Packing-needles  and  a  large  quantity  of 
twine  will  be  required  ;  be  careful  to  pro- 
vide plenty  of  twine,  for  I  know  that  it  is 
not  easy  to  be  found  during  the  night. 

There  will  be  a  number  of  packers,  say 
twenty,  for  each  thousand  pens  required  ; 
and  it  is  well  to  secure  the  services  of  some 
person  to  keep  ready  a  supply  of  coffee 
and  food ;  treat  your  men  well,  and  they 
will  reward  you ;  admit  no  stronger 
liquids  in  the  room,  or  some  one  will  get 
too  much  and  be  the  cause  of  trouble. 
Three  working  committee-men  will  do  the 
work,  but  it  is  well  to  have  one  or  two 
extra  ones  to  walk  about  and  look  after 
skulkers.  W.  W. 


Cochins,  as  lately  exhibited,  in  com- 
parison with  those  of  former  Tears. 

It  is  now  an  almost  universally  acknow- 
ledged fact,  that  the  Cochins  of  the  present 
day  by  no  means  equal  the  fowls  of  this 
variety  which  were  formerly  exhibited. 


It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  there  are  some 
most  praiseworthy  exceptions  to  the  fact  as 
here  advanced,  but  the  great  majority  are 
very  indifferent,  possessing  none  of  those 
traits  of  character  which  were  (and  ought 
still  to  be)  the  sine  qua  non  of  amateurs  in 
selecting  their  brood-stock. 

This  has  arisen  chiefly  from  the  reckless 
inattention  paid  by  buyers  to  everything 
save  colour,  while  tne  records  of  our  public 
sales  bear  the  most  ample  testimony  to  the 
fact  of  the  highest  prices  being  obtained 
for  birds  of  superior  colour,  but  frequently 
wanting  in  the  more  essential  points  of 
weight  and  character.  Any  practised  eye, 
in  passing  over  the  buff  Cochin  classes  at 
our  late  principal  shows,  could  not  fail  to 
deplore  the  almost  total  absence  of  those 
heavily-fluffed,  well  leg-feathere(^  and 
squarely-built  Cochins,  that  used  to  be 
objects  of  public  admiration ;  and  in  their 
place  we  find  a  weedy,  stilty,  long,  clear- 
legged  group  of  specimens,  that  handle  still 
more  indifferently  than  even  their  appear-  ^ 
ances  led  us  to  suppose.  It  is  at  once  ad- 
mitted that  these  new-comers  do  present  the 
fashionable  absence  of  '*  hackle  markings" 
(the  applications  of  pumice-stone  and 
scissors  naving  too  frequently  been  made 
use  of  to  improve  (?)  the  contending  birds) ; 
but  though  such  "dressed"  fowls  may 
satisfy  for  a  short  period,  the  first  moulting 
produces  a  serious  revulsion  of  feeling 
towards  their  former  owners,  and  tends 
more  than  anything  else  could  do  to  weaken 
public  faith  in  purchasing  for  the  future ; 
thereby,  too,  bringing  "  in  the  long  run" 
its  well-deserved  punishment  on  those  who 
have  the  temerity  to  adopt  it.  It  is  need- 
less to  do  more  than  simply  mention  that 
weight  is  certainly  avery  great  desideratum 
in  this  variety,  but  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  "  plenty  of  bone,  and  superiority  in 
the  scales,"  is  in  no  way  contingent  on 
clearness  of  hackle,  but  every  day's  ex- 
perience proves  the  reverse  is  almost 
the  undeviating  rule.  Undoubtedly  the 
most  characteristic  variety  in  the  Cochins 
were  the  old-fashioned  partridge-feathered 
ones,  but  where  are  they  now  ?  Neglected, 
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only  from  the  fact  of  being  at  length  un- 
fashionable, these  truly  valuable  fowls  are 
now  superseded  by  a  race  not  nearly  their 
equals  as  layers,  and,  if  brought  to  tne  spit, 
their  deficiency  is  most  material.  It  is  not 
intended  to  assert  that  the  buffs  never  equal 
the  darker  birds,  but  the  most  perfectly 
developed  specimens  as  Cochins  (numen- 
cally  considered)  have  certainly  been  among 
the  "  partridge-feathered"  ones.  The  day 
is  now  beginning  to  dawn  when  each  va- 
riety of  poultry  must  stand  or  fall  by  its 
own  individual  merits,  the  fictitious  bol- 
sterings  of  fancy  give  precedence  to  the 
stem  realities  of  utility,  and  the  most 
valuable  for  table  purposes,  for  laying,  and 
for  incubation,  must  wrest  the  laurels  from 
their  opponents.  It  is  well  it  should  be  so, 
for  these  are  the  considerations  that  should 
alone  bias  us  in  choosing  our  favourite  va- 
riety to  breed  from ;  for  as,  when  fowls  are 
used  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  tiie 
table,  an  ideal  value  can  never  be  main- 
tained, so  is  it  equally  certain,  that  when 
an  amateur  has  purchased  dearly-bought 
experience,  the  impression  fixes  itself  te- 
naciously on  the  mind,  and  does  much  to 
prevent  unchecked  demands  on  the  pocket 
for  the  future.  In  the  selection  of  our 
brood  stock,  then,  let  us  pay  a  little  more 
attention  to  formation  in  the  parent  birds ; 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  greatest  possible 
weight  in  the  least  possible  compass,  avoid- 
ing all  harshness  of  contour ;  and  then,  if 
we  can  get  perfection  of  colour  combined, 
I  for  one  shall  hail  its  introduction  as  an 
addendum  devoutly  to  be  wished  for,  but 
never  to  be  considered  paramount  to  far 
more  useful  features.  If  we  take  Cochins 
at  an  early  age  for  the  table,  they  are  very 
excellent  eating,  if  well  fed  ;  the  old  birds 
are  decidedly  surpassed  by  none  as  winter- 
layers  ^which,  bv  the  bye,  is  no  trifling 
acquisition,  whether  the  eggs  are  retained 
for  our  own  breakfast-table  or  disposed  of 
in  the  market)  ;  and  the  unequalled  fa- 
miliarity of  these  fowls  is  sucn,  you  can 
place  them  to  sit  just  where  you  please ; 
they  never  roam  far  from  home,  and  a  fence 
three  feet  high  prevents  all  possible  truancy. 


Such  being  the  case,  let  all  give  fair  play 
to  good  birds,  expecting  no  fictitious  prices, 
but  try  them  exclusively  for  their  utility, 
and  I  do  not  then  fear  much  grumbling  at 
the  advice  of  £.  C. 


Chinese  Letters. 

From  Tai-tsino,  CantoUy  to  Tsino-tai, 
Hog  Lane^  London. 

I  FEAR,  oh !  brother  thou  hast  resided 
with  the  barbarians  till  thou  hast  acquired 
their  deceit  and  mystery.  What  meanest 
thou  about  the  fowls  thou  hast  sent?  Thou 
mayest  deceive  the  people  among  whom 
thou  livest,  but  not  those  who,  like  us,  see 
with  the  eyes  of  wisdom.  I  wrote  to  thee 
some  moons  since  for  some  fowls  of  the 
breeds  most  in  repute  among  the  bar- 
barians. Thou  hast  sent  me  two  with 
different  names,  but  our  people,  and  they 
are  wise,  say  they  are  the .  same.  Their 
bosoms  and  tails  are  black,  their  backs 
and  necks  are  red ;  it  is  true  one  is  larger 
than  the  other,  and  that  the  larger  has  on 
each  foot  an  extra  toe.  The  smaller  one 
is  more  quarrelsome  than  the  other,  and, 
like  the  barbarians  of  the  country  whence 
he  Cometh,  seemeth  to  delight  in  fighting. 
Thou  callest  the  one  ^Dorking,"  the  other 
"  Game,"  surely  they  are  the  same.  Write 
me,  oh!  brother,  and  deceive  me  not; 
cleanse  thy  bosom  of  all  deceit,  and  bear 
in  mind  the  precepts  on  truth  of  our 
divine  Confucius. — Fail  not. 

Thy  brother, 

Tai-tsino. 


From  TsiNG-TAi,  Hog  Lane^  London^  to 
Tai-tsino,  Canton. 

Thb  people  among  whom  I  live,  oh! 
brother,  are  not  barbarians,  but  lacking 
the  light  of  our  wisdom,  thev  are  easily 
deceived.  I  have  not  imposed  on  thee  in 
the  fowls  I  sent  thee,  tney  are  rightly 
named.  It  is  the  nature  of  the  smaller 
one  to  fight,  and  the  larger  size,  and  the 
extra  claw  of  the  other  mark  the  differ* 
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ence  between  them.  Let  thy  knowledge 
enliffhten  thee,  and  learn  to  reason  cor- 
rectly, even  from  small  things ;  the  Grods 
of  the  Celestial  Empire  made  everything, 
and  nothing, is  imperfect  or  supemuous. 
Leave,  oh!  brother,  such  foolish  discoveries 
to  the  benighted  people  among  whom  I 
dwell.    Leani  from  tms. 

Thou  knowest  that  for  many  seasons 
the  outside  ships  that  come  for  our  tea 
(may  the  crop  be  good),  have  sought  with 
greediness  our  fowls,  thou  knowest  their 
beauty,  their  virtues;  the  voice  of  the 
cock  is  like  the  fearful  noise  our  man- 
darins and  warriors  make  to  afixight 
their  enemies  when  they  go  into  battle,  and 
yet  they  are  peaceable,  and,  like  the 
Celestial  inhabitants  of  our  beloved 
country,  they  are^  content  to  remain  at 
home,  and  to  leave  quarrels  for  the  un- 
enlightened. Even  now,  when  I  reflect  on 
the  delights  of  my  own  home,  I  see  in  our 
garden  a  bird  of  golden  plumage,  of  stately 
carriage,  and  large,  u;pright,  vermilion 
comb ;  I  hear  his  voice  like  the  thunder  of 
an  army,  and  I  see  the  hens  of  yellow  tint 
rejoicing  with  him.  These  people  think 
themselves  wise,  and  lately  I  was  invited 
to  see  some  fowls,  said  to  be  from  the 
Celestial  Empire;  oh!  brother,!  saw  grey 
birds,  with  puny  voices ;  they  had  combs 
like  several  small  combs  joined  together 
with  the  cement  of  Poo  Loo,  unlike  any 
one  I  ever  saw ;  they  had  de^p  breasts, 
that  in  the  rice-fields,  when  they  are 
muddy,  would,  from  the  sinking  of  the 
legs,  touch  the  ground.  They  were  not 
our  fowls.  They  were  not  at  home,  but 
wandering  over  manv  enclosures.  I  was 
angry,  and  I  became  eloquent,  I  said,  "Oh! 
strangers,  these  are  not  our  fowls,  they 
differ  in  comb,  shape,  colour,  and  habit." 
One  of  the  outside  people  swore  and  said 
they  were.  I  found  he  was  a  bad  and 
foolish  man,  and  did  not  answer  liim. 
Dost  thou  not  see,  oh !  my  brother,  these 
ignorant  men  would  persuade  me  they 
know  more  of  the  fowls  of  our  happy 
country  than  we  do?  They  are  wrong  and 
obstinate — ^thou  knowest  it ;   so  are  those 


that  tell  thee  the  fowls  I  have  sent  thee  are 
the  same  breed,  they  resemble  each  other 
but  they  differ. 

Thou  callest  the  "Game"  and  "Dorking" 
the  same,  because  they  are  alike  in  colour 
of  feathers  and  legs,  thou  forgettest  the 
difference  in  size  and  claw;  so  these 
ignorant  people  cast  aside  difference  in 
comb,  colour,  and  habit,  and  declare  these 
foreign  fowls  are  ours  because  there  is 
some  similarity  of  shape. 

Be  wise,  oh!  brother  of  my  heart,  and 
be  not  led  away  by  empty  men.  If  thou 
canst  not  reason  better  than  these  outside 
people,  then  thou  mightst  as  well  have 
been  born  here  as  in  the  flowery  Celestial 
Empire. 

Thy  brother, 

TSINO-TAI. 


Parm-yard  Poultry. 
An  7  person  who  neglects  fair  and 
legitimate  means  for  profitably  increasing 
the  business  he  is  engaged  in,  because  the 
source  from  which  sucii  increase  springs 
is  small,  commits  a  serious  error.  Now 
this  error  is  very  commonly  committed  in 
farming  stock,  as  applied  to  poultry, 
throughout  most  countries:  there  are  few 
(probably  no)  farms  which  do  not  possess 
poultry;  that  is,  various  descriptions  of 
small  and  inferior  birds,  which  rarely 
attain  size,  and  have  not  the  quality  of 
good  layers  to  compensate.  Taking  an 
average  of  farms,  large  and  small, 
throughout  the  country,  the  number  of 
breeding  birds  on  each  may  be  calculated 
at  fifty,  or  more.  The  usual  practice  is  to 
allow  these  birds  to  breed  in  and  in ; 
occasionally  a  Hamburg  hen  is  added,  as 
an  "excellent  layer,"  and  her  small 
progeny,  bred  from  some  inferior  cock 
bird,  are  kept  with  the  others.  On  more 
car^/^-managed  farms,  occasionally  a 
large  cock  bird,  of  no  particular  breed,  is 
added;  but  this  is  the  utmost,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  apparent  in  the  general  ap- 
pearance and  smallness  of  farm-yard 
poultry.   , 
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The  fanner  himself  seldom  attends  to 
this  branch  of,  what  ought  to  he,  his 
profit,  however  alive  he  may  he,  and  most 
farmers  now  are,  to  the  necessity  of  im- 
proving the  breed  of  all  his  farm  stock ; 
the  poultry  are  left  to  the  farmer*s  wife, 
and  she  rarely  has  opportunities  of  tra- 
velling beyond  the  market  town,  where 
her  information,  on  matters  of  considerable 
interest  to  her  (for  the  £  s.  d,  part 
generally  falls  to  her),  is  not  likely  to  be 
mcreasea. 

The  mere  fact  of  poultry  being  kept  as 
a  part  of  farming  stock  is  at  once  an  ad- 
mission of  its  necessity.  To  the  man  who 
is  content  to  cultivate  his  land,  and  keep 
the  class  of  live  stock  as  in  by-gone  days, 
little  can  be  said, — ^but  a  suggestion  to  the 
improving  farmer  may  not  be  cast  away, 
when  the  enormous  amount  of  poultry 
consumed,  and  imported  from  abroad,  is 
taken  into  consideration. 

First,  then,  ascertain  what  is  required, 
and  how  to  procure  it, — assume  that  a 
farm -yard  contains  fifty  breeding  fowls, 
and  that  they  are  chiefly  required  for 
rearing  chickens  (in  such  a  number  there 
will  always  be  sufficient  eggs  for  selling), 
and  that  size  is  the  chief  object.  A  se- 
lection of  ten  Brahma,  or  Cochin  hens, 
thirty-five  Dorking  hens,  and  five  Dorking 
cocks  would  answer  every  purpose  re- 
quired. 

In  selecting  the  Brahma,  or  Cochin, 
birds,  pullets  should  be  taken;  these  birds 
will  commence  laying  in  November  and 
keep  on  through  the  winter,  when  eggs 
command  a  high  price.  When  sufficient 
eggs  and  half-bred  chickens  have  been 
obtained  from  these  birds,  they  should  all 
be  fattened  and  killed  (unless  any  show 
some  decidedly  excellent  qualities),  and  a 
fresh  supply  purchased  the  next  autumn. 
Pullets,  fattened  at  about  a  year  old,  com- 
mand good  prices  as  "fowls," — the  wfiole 
of  the  half-bred  progeny  should  be  killed, 
however  promising  they  may  appear,  and 
the  stock  kept  up  from  the  produce  of  the 
pure  Dorking  birds.  As  the  Brahma,  or 
Cochin,  pullets  would  be  selected  only  for 


table  purposes,  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  study  tiiose  points  of  excellence  re* 
quired  for  a  show-yard,  and  so  long  as  the 
Dirds  possessed  the  merits  of  size  and 
general  form,  whether  they  had  or  had 
not  feathered  legs  or  coarse  combs,  would 
be  quite  secondary. 

In  regard  to  the  Dorkings,  or  chief 
breeding  stock,  a  little  more  piurticularity 
might  be  displayed,  and  the  speckled  or 
grey  varieties  would  be  found  larger  and 
(as  applied  to  northern  counties)  hardier 
than  the  cuckoo  or  the  white.  It  is 
erroneous  to  suppose  that  the  Dorking 
fowl  degenerates  at  a  distance  from  Surrey; 
the  cause  of  its  degeneracy  is  found  in 
Surrey,  as  elsewhere,  want  of  ordinary 
care  and  constant  breeding  in.  The  recent 
demand  for  Dorking  fowls  has  arisen  not 
so  much  from  their  being  fancy  fowla^  as 
from  their  acknowledged  and  tried  utility; 
great  aptitude  to  lay  on  flesh,  and  useful 
qualities  as  layers  and  sitters.  In  regard 
to  the  male  birds,  ^ve  will  not  be  found  too 
many  (although  they  might  suffice  for  a 
larger  number  of  hens),  when  accidents 
are  considered  ;  these  five  .birds  should  be 
obtained  from  a  totally  difierent  stock  to 
that  from  which  the  hens  are  procured ; 
and  by  following  this  rule  at  tne  outset, 
and  taking  care  to  introduce  two  fresh 
cockerels  during  the  autumnal  moult  of 
every  year,  there  will  not  be  any  fear  of 
evil;  but  should  any  appearance  of  de- 
generacy show  itself,  a  remedy  would  be 
found  in  procuring  a  total  change  of  male 
blood  every  ^ye  or  six  years.  The  farmer 
will  bear  in  mind  that  by  a  little  care  in  the 
management  of  his  Dorking  stock,  he  will 
be  tolerably  sure  to  obtain  some  birds 
which,  if  exhibited  at  the  nearest  local 
show,  will  obtain  him  such  a  prize  or 
commendation  as  will  enable  him  to  dis- 
pose of  them  at  a  considerable  profit;  for 
although  the  prices  which  have  been  re- 
cently paid  for  birds  are  not  likely  to  be 
Eaid  again,  the  fact  that  the  ^^old  Dorking" 
as  itself  been  in  such  reauest,  is  a  proof 
that  a  good  animal  will  always  command 
a  good  price,  and  it  may  be  confidently 
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anticipated   that  the  demand  for  really 
nseful  stock  birds  will  annually  increase. 

There  is  now  no  difficulty  in  procuring 
good  birds  at  a  moderate  price;  the 
number  of  amateurs  who  ha^e  surplus 
stock  to  dispose  of  every  autumn  is  suf- 
ficient to  enable  any  farmer  to  choose  for 
himself  as  easily  as  he  would  his  flock 
of  sheep.  And  although  many  a  person 
would  find  it  hard  to  sell  and  kill  the 
whole  existing  stock  of  mongrels,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  the  surest  and  most  ex- 
piditious  course  would  be  to  make  a  clean 
sweep  at  once, — ^should  this  be  impossible, 
by  obtaining  fewer  birds  and  keeping  only 
the  pure-bred  stock,  one  year  would  allow 
the  yard  to  be  thoroughly  weeded. 

In  regard  to  food,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  while  the  yard  and  rick-yard 
afibrd  a  very  great  assistance  to  the  stock, 
no  animal  is  worth  keeping  unless  it  is 
well  kept,  and  that  fowls,  to  be  profitable, 
must  be  properly  fed  and  cared  for.     In 
most  farm-yards  they  have  no  pure  water 
to  drink,  but  resort  to  the  pond,  forming  a 
receptacle  for  the  drainage  of  the  yard  ; 
pure  water  is  life,  health,  and,  above  all, 
size  to  the  fowl,  and  should  be  provided  in 
all   cases.     The  usual  roosting-place  fOr 
poultry  is  the  cart-house  (a  very  dirty  and 
slovenly  arrangement),  or  some  shed,  and 
the  frequent  result  is  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  brood  enter  the   fox   instead  of  the 
pocket.     A  good    lock-up   house    is   ne- 
cesfiiary   with  low   perches, — low  perches 
are   essential,  especially  with   Dorkings ; 
;  roosting  on  a  tree,  the  bird  makes  a  con- 
!  siderable  flight  before  it  reaches  the  ground, 
I  whereas  in  a  confined  space  it  comes  down 
I  perpendicularly  and  injures  both  feet  and 
1  legs.      Bv  strewing  the  floor  of  the  fowl- 
!  house  with  sifted  ashes  or  sand,  and  having 
:  this  removed  at  least  once  a  week  (I  speak 
for  the  farmer,  not  the  amateur  and  his 
more  carefully-tended  house),  a  very  valu- 
able manure  is  obtained. 

To  sura  up,  procure  good  stock,  irrespec- 
tive of  minute  points  of  excellence. 
Never  breed  in. 
Never  breed  from  mongrels. 


Feed  wdl,  with  plenty  of  pure  w«tef, 
and  believe  that  poultry  are  a  part  of 
farming  stock*  W.  S, 


Harks  in  Hie  Almond  Ttimbler, 

Bjf  which  to  ascertain  the  Colours  ofyimng 
Birds  in  the  Nest, 

If  the  beak  has  no  mark  on  it,  but  is 
quite  white,  the  bird  will  be  an  almond. 

If  the  beak  is  white,  and  has  a  little 
patch  of  black  somewhere  about  it,  this 
will  probably  be  a  splash  ;  but  should  it 
be  an  almond,  it  will  most  likely  have  a 
great  deal  of  black  about  it. 

If  the  beak  be  crossed  on  the  point  with 
a  black  stripe  or  cross,  rather  inclining 
to  blue,  this  bird  will  be  a  black  and  not 
a  kite. 

If  with  a  deep-blue  mark,  it  will  be  a 
blue,  which  colour  is  very  objectionable, 
and  if  the  pair  should  throw  this  colour 
more  than  once,  they  should  be  parted  ; 
and  were  they  mine,  I  should  part  them 
the  first  time. 

If  with  a  black  mark,  rather  inclining 
to,  or  having  a  faint  tinge  of  red,  it  will 
be  a  kite,  and  most  likely  a  rich  one. 

If  with  a  slatey- coloured  mark,  it  will 
be  a  dun. 

If  with  a  straw  colour,  a  yellow. 

If  with  a  deeper  straw  colour,  inclining 
to  red,  an  agate.  And  if  with  a  deep-red, 
it  will  be  a  red,  or  red  mottled  bird. 

By  minute  attention  to  these  marks, 
the  fancier  will  seldom  fail  in  his  predic- 
tion- of  the  colour,  long  before  any  signs 
of  feathers  are  visible. 

Of  the  Dung  of  Pigbons. — The  dung 
is  BO  valuable,  that  if  it  is  preserved 
genuine,  and  as  little  straw  or  other  rub- 
bish as  possible  suffered  to  get  amongst  it, 
tanners  and  others  will  give  Ave  shillings 
per  sack  for  it,  and  will  fetch  it  whenever 
they  are  informed  there  is  any  ready  for 
them.  It  is  used  by  the  tanners  to 
separate  the  hair  from  the  hides;  being 
of  an  extremely  hot  nature,  and  answer- 
ing their  purpose  better  than  most  other 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   POULTRY  CHRONICLE. 


things  they  make  use  of.  It  is  also  an 
excellent  manure  for  cold,  wet,  clayey 
land,  and  if  it  could  be  procured  in  any 
quantity,  the  farmers  oi  such  sorts  of 
land  would  give  almost  any  price  for  it. 

The  above  extracts  are  given,  by  per- 
mission, from  a  work  on  the  *^  Almond 
Tumbler,"  by  Mr.  J.  Matthew  Eaton, 
(now  included  in  his  general  work  on 
pigeons). 

Eolmfirtli  Spring  Poultry  Show. 

The  idea  of  a  spring  poultry  show,  on 
the  Holmfirth  Feast  Monday,  originated 
with  the  leading  members  of  the  Pig  and 
Poultry  Association,  and  was  a  praise- 
worthy effort  to  place  within  the  reach  of 
the  working  men  of  the  district  a  source  of 
innocent  and  rational  recreation  at  this 
festive  season,  which  does  the  promoters  of 
the  show  much  credit ;  and  though  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  they  are  likely  to 
be  losers  to  some  inconsiderable  extent,  yet 
the  committee,  we  believe,  are  well  satis- 
fied to  make  up  the  loss,  as  they  have  been 
the  means  of  collecting  together  some  of 
the  very  best  specimens  of  poultry  that 
have  ever  yet  been  exhibited  in  Yorkshire 
at  this  season  of  the  year.  Though  this 
pleasing  sight  was  not  appreciated  to  the 
extent  they  anticipated  by  the  working 
classes,  yet  as  a  first  experiment  the  attend- 
ance towards  the  close  of  the  day  was  far 
from  discouraging,  and  such,  indeed,  as 
we  trust  will  induce  the  committee  to  make 
the  experiment  another  year. 

The  show  went  off  with  great  satisfac- 
tion to  all  parties  who  witnessed  it,  and  we 
doubt  not  that  if  conducted  with  spirit 
these  spring  exhibitions  will  ultimately 
rank  among  the  chief  of  the  kind  in  the 
kingdom. 

Tne  judges  were — ^for  poultry,  Messrs. 
William  Smith,  Kent-house,  Halifax ; 
Thomas  Pearson,  York-square,  Leeds ; 
and  T.  J.  Wigney,  George  ETotel,  Hudders- 
field ;  for  pigeons,  rabbits,  and  eggs,  Mr. 
Henry  Brook,  Bridge-mill.  Their  decisions 
appeared  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction. 


LIST  OF  PRIZES  AWARDED, 
Poultry. 

Class  1.  (Spanish)— Best  cock  md  two  hens, 
£1 ;  second  do.  10s.  1st,  John  M.  Thompson, 
Dewsbnry;  2nd,  John  S.  Henry,  Woodlands, 
Crompsall,  Manchester;  commended,  Matthew 
Ridgway,  Dewsbury. 

Class  2.  (iSjpanwA)— Best  six  chickens  of  1854, 
7s.  6d. ;  second  do.  5s.  Ist,  Rev.  George  Hust- 
ler, Appleton,  Tadcaster ;  2nd,  M.  H.  Broad- 
head,  Stubbin. 

Class  3.  {Dorking)— Beat  cock  and  two  hens 
(coloured),  10s.,  John  Dransfield,  Penistone. 

Class  6.  {Cochin  China) — Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (cinnamon  and  buif),  £\  ;  second  do.,  lOs. 
1st,  Rev.  George  Hustler;  2nd,  J.  Richardson, 
43,  Clarence-street,  York. 

Class  8.  {Cochin  China) — Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (white),  10s. ;  second  do.  5s.  Ist  and  2ad, 
C.  S.  Ployd,  Sands. 

Class  9.  {Cochin  CAina)— Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (black),  10s. ;  second  do,  5s. ;  1st  and  2nd, 
C.S.  Floyd. 

Class  10.  {Cochin  China)— Best  six  chickens 
of  1854  (any  variety),  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st 
and  2nd,  Rev.  George  Hustler;  commended, 
C.  S.  Floyd. 

Class  11.  {Brahma  Pooira)—Best  cock  and 
two  hens,  lOs. ;  second  do.  5s.  Ist,  Rev.  Geoifie 
Hustler;  2nd,  C.  S.Floyd. 

Class  12.  {Maiap)— Best  cock  and  two  hensi» 
10s.,  Alfred  Beaumont,  Steps,  Honley. 

Class  13.  {Game  JPotr/)— Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (white  and  piles),  lOs.;  second  do.,  5a. 
1st,  Henry  Brooke,  Bridge  Mill;  2nd,  Alfred 
Rashworth,  Buxton  Rood,  Huddersfield. 

Class  14.  {Game  FotPl)—Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (black  brested  and  other  reds),  lOs. ;  second 
do.  5s.  Ist,  Henry  Brooks;  2nd,  H.  Exton, 
Paddock,  Huddersfield. 

Class  15.  {Game  Fowl)— Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (black  and  brassy- winged,  except  greys), 
10s.;  second  do.,  5s.  lst,Wm.  Drake Lockwood, 
2Dd,  Alfred  Beaumont. 

Class  16.  (Game  Fou^Q— Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (duckwings  and  other  greys  and  blues),  10s., 
Alfred  Beaumont. 

Class  17.  {Game Fowl)— Be^  six  chickens  of 
1854  (any  variety),  6s.;  second  do.,  3s.  Ist, 
Joe  Barber,  HoUinbrigg ;  2nd,  Henry  Brooke. 

Class  18.  {Golden-pencilled  Hamburga) — 
Best  cock  and  two  hens,  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s. 
1st,  J.  Richardson ;  2ndy  C.  S.  Floyd. 

Class  19.    {Siher-peheiUed   Hrnnhtrgsy^ 
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Best  cock  and  two  hens,  lOs. ;  second  do.,  5s. 
1st,  James  DUon,  Bradford;  2ndj  Thomas 
Brierljr,  Hohne. 

Class  20.  {Golden-spangled  Hamhurgs)— 
Best  cock  and  two  hens,  10s. ;  second  do.  5s. 
1st,  George  Brooke,  dyer,  Huddersfield;  2Qd, 
James  Dixon. 

Class  21.  {Silver-spangled  IIainburg8)-'Beat 
cock  and  two  hens,  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st 
and  2nd,  James  Dixon;  commended,  Henry 
Carter,  Uppertbong. 

Class  22.  {Hamburgs^—Best  six  chickens  of 
1854  (any  of  the  above-named  varieties),  6s. ; 
second  do.,  3s.  1st,  Joe  Barber;  2nd,  M.  H. 
Broadhead,  Stnbbin. 

Class  23.  {Poland  FowQ— Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (black  and  white  crest),  10s. ;  second  do., 
5s.  1st,  Thomas  Battle,  BrownhUl  Mill ;  2nd, 
Alfred  Rushworth. 

Class  24.  {Poland  Fotpt)—Be9^  cock  and  two 
hens  (golden)  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st,  Joseph 
Conyers,  Jan.,  24,  Bore-lane, Leeds;  2nd,  Joshua 
Lockwood,  Denby  Dale. 

Class  26.  (Potend  ^tr/)--Best  cock  and  two 
hens  (white)  10s. ;  second  do.  5s.  1st  and  2nd4 
Alfred  Rushworth. 

Class  27*  {Poland  Fowl)— Best  six  chickens 
of  1854  (any  variety),  6s. ;  second  do.,  3s.  Ist, 
Thomas  Battye ;  2nd,  Alfred  Rushworth. 

Class  28.  {Cuckoo  Fowl) — Best  cock  and  two 
hens,  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st,  Joseph  Whit- 
talcer,  Denby  Dale;   2nd,   Thomas   Beardsell, 


Hagg. 
Cl. 


LASS  29.  {Any  breed  or  ctom)— Best  cock 
and  two  hens,  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st,  Alfred 
Rushworth  ;  2nd,  C.  S.  Floyd. 

Class  30.  {Any  breed  or  crowJ—Best  cock, 
68.;  second  do.  3s.  1st,  James  Brooke;  2nd, 
C.  S.  Floyd. 

Class  31.  {Any  breed  or  crow)— Best  hen, 
!  6s.;  second  do.  3s.  Ist,  W.  Fenton  Kenny, 
Saville  Lodge,  Halifax ;  2nd,  J.  Richardson. 

Class  32.  {Any  breed  or  cro*»)— Best  six 
chickens  of  1854,  6. ;  second  do.  3s.  1st  and 
2nd,  C.  S.  Floyd. 

Class  33.  {BaniatMi)'-Beat  gold*laced  (one 
cock  and  two  hens),  6s. ;  second  do.,  3s.  1st, 
John  S.  Henry ;  2nd,  George  Brooke. 

Class  35.  {Bantanu)— Best  white,  6s ;  second 
do.,  3s.     1st,  James  Dixon;  2nd,  Joe  Barber. 

Class  36.  {Bantams)  —  Best  black,  6s. ; 
second  do. .  3s.  1st,  Joseph  Conyers,  jun. ;  2nd, 
Matthew  Ridgway;  commended,  Henry  Brooke. 

Class  38.  ( Geese) — Best  gander  and  one  goose, 
IDs.;  second  do.,  58.  Ist,  Joseph  Barber,  Hinch- 


liffMOl;  2nd,  James  Howiffd,  Wood-hey-lailli, 
Holme. 

Class  39.  (Gmm)— Best  three  goslings,  6fl.; 
second  do.^  38.    1st  and  2nd,  James  Howard. 

Class  40.  {Ducks) —Best  drake  and  two 
ducks  (white  Aylesbury),  10s.;  second  do.,  5s. 
1st,  James  Batley,  Lippel  Bank;  2nd,  George 
Thewlis,  jun..  Rode  House,  Scholes. 

Class  41.  {Ducks) — Best  drake  and  two 
ducks  (Rouen),  10s.;  second  do.,  5s.  1st,  James 
Dixon ;  2nd,  C.  S.  Floyd. 

Class  42.  (2>MCifc»)  —  Best  drake  and  two 
ducks  (Muscovy),  10s.,  C.  S.  Floyd. 

Class  43.  {Ducks) — Best  drake  and  two  ducks 
(any  other  variety),  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st, 
James  Dixon ;  2nd,  Joe  Barber. 

Class  44.  {Ducks)— Best  four  ducklings  (any 
variety),  6s. ;  second  do.,  3s.  1st,  James  Dixon  ; 
2nd,  G.  H.  Hinchliff,  The  Nabb;  commended, 
Jonathan  Battye,  Jackson-bridge. 

Class  45.  {Turkeys)— Be&t  cock  and  two 
hens,  10s. ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st,  C.  S.  Floyd; 
2nd,  Joe  Barber. 

Class  46.  {Thtrkeys) — Best  cock,  6s. ;  second 
do.,  3s.  1st,  Joseph  Conyers,  jun. ;  2nd,  C.  S. 
Floyd. 

Class  47.  {Guinea  Fowls)— Best  pair,  58. 
1st.  Henrv  Carter,  Upperthong;  2nd,  William 
Hoyle,  Hm. 

Pigeons. — Best  pair  of  carriers,  2s.  6d., 
Richard  Battye,  Newtown.  Best  pair  of  almond 
tumblers,  2s.,  Henry  Carter.  Best  pair  of  nuns, 
2s.,  Alfred  Rushworth.  Best  pair  of  turbits,  2s., 
Henry  Beldon,  99,  Fitzgerald -street,  Bradford. 
Best  pair  of  Jacobins.  2s.,  Henry  Beldon.  Best 
pair  of  fantails,  2s.,  Alfred  Beaumont,  Steps, 
Honley.  Best  pair  of  trumpeters,  2s.,  Alfred 
Rushworth.  Best  pair  of  pouters  or  croppers, 
2s.,  Richard  Battye,  Holmfirth.  Best  pair  of 
turtle  doves,  2s.,  Robert  A.  Floyd,  Sands.  Best 
pair  of  blue  rocks,  2s.,  Joe  Barber.  Best  pair  of 
common  pigeons,  2s.,  Joe  Barber. 

Rabbits. — Best  pair  of  fancy  rabbits,  2s.  6d., 
Robert  A.  Floyd.  Best  pair  of  common  rabbits, 
2s.  6d.  Robert  A.  Floyd. 

Eggs.— Best  twelve  hen  eggs,  2s.  6d. ;  second 
do..  Is.  6d.;  Ist,  Alfred  Rushworth;  2nd, 
Richard  Tolson,  Holmfirth ;  commended,  C.  S. 
Floyd.  Best  twelve  duck  eggs,  2s.  6d. ;  second 
do..  Is.  6d.;  1st,  Henry  Carter;  2nd,  Joe  Barber; 
commended,  John  Harpin,  Birks  House. 

A  gala  was  got  up  in  the  evening,  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  George  I&)hinson 
and  other  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood, 
the  committee  consenting  to  the  use  of  the 
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marquee  for  the  purpose.  The  greatest 
order  prevailed,  and  a  happy  evening  was 
spent — ^the  young  gentlemen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood offering  Qieir  services  as  partners 
in  the  several  dances  to  the  young  buxom 
blooming  girls  of  the  surrounding  town- 
ships.— From  the  **  Huddersfidd  Chronicle J^ 


The  Bath  Poultry  Show. 

The  show  of  poultry  held  in  the  city  of 
Bath  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  instant,  gave 
the  best  possible  refutation  to  the  assertion 
that "  The  taste  for  poultry-keeping  has 
now  a  downward  tendency.*'  It  b  not  so ; 
the  fact  being  that  public  taste,  tired  of 
the  follies  of  past  years,  is  adopting  the 
test  of  utility,  by  seeking  to  procure  those 
varieties  that  produce  the  most  substantial 
benefits  with  the  least  expensive  outlay. 
The  "show  was  better  attended  than  any  of 
its  predecessors  (if,  perchance,  we  except 
those  at  Birmingham),  whilst  the  nume- 
rous attendance  of  the  aristocracy  proved 
their  general  desire  to  benefit  the  indus- 
trious rural  population.  At  one  time  there 
were  more  than  300  carriages  awaiting  at 
the  doors  the  return  of  the  company 
assembled.  Indeed,  to  Bath  it  was  a 
"highday  and  a  holiday,"  every  train 
adding  its  unusual  numbers  to  those 
already  on  the  ground.  No  trifling  difli- 
culty  was  found  in  obtaining  admission, 
and  very  many,  from  the  impossibility  of 
"  getting  in,"  were  deprived  of  their  anti- 
cipated pleasure.  The  influx  of  visitors 
was  so  far  beyond  anticipation,  that  it  was 
remarked  by  one  of  the  acting  committee, 
that  before  the  space  of  two  hottrs  had 
elapsed  from  the  time  of  opening,  ^thrice 
the  number  of  individuals  had  entered 
that  were  expected  by  them  in  the  whole 
three  days." 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  very 
liberal  manner  in  which  all  things  were 
conducted  met  with  so  satisfactory  a  proof 
of  public  estimation. 

The  judges  selected  for  the  occasion 
were  G.  J.  Andrews,  Esq.,  of  Dorchester ; 


W;  SymondS)  Eeq^  of  Weymouth ;  and 
Edward  Hewett,  Esq.,  of  Birmingham. 
Very  rarely  have  the  various  principal 
classes  been  so  dosel;^  contested ;  it  is, 
therefore,  very  ratifying  to  find  that  the 
committee  were  highly  pleased  with  their 
exertions. 

The  pens  were  very  superior,  every  one 
lockinfi^  separately,  and  thus  the  escape  or 
loss  of  a  single  head  of  poultry  was  im- 
possible. The  attention  paid  to  the  poul- 
try was  all  the  most  anxious  ^'amateur 
exhibitor "  could  desire  ;  indeed,  "  ex- 
pense was  deemed  not  important,  if  the 
fowls  could  be  benefited."  The  turkevs 
and  geese,  in  particular,  that  are  generally 
the  most  uncomfortable-looking  of  any  of 
the  classes,  here  seemed  ^  quite  at  home," 
and  were  busily  engaged  most  of  their 
time  in  pecking  the  green  sward  that 
formed  the  bottom  of  their  allotted  pens. 
The  Spanish  class  was  excellent,  and 
tested  the  merits  of  fowls  that  at  most 
public  exhibitions  could  "have  walked 
away  crowing ;"  here,  however,  the  case 
was  essentially  different,  every  prize  was 
severely  contested,  as  was  also  the  case  in 
all  the  Dorking  classes.  The  display  of  first- 
class  birds  in  the  grey  variety  was  un- 
usually excellent ;  they  are  fast  rivetting 
themselves  upon  public  favour,  and  very 
deservedly,  as  poultry  for  farm-purposes. 
The  white  Dorkings  were  shown  much 
superior  in  size  to  those  of  former 
days ;  and  both  in  the  adult  and  chicken 
classes,  their  manifest,  improvement  shows 
that  proper  attention  is  not  misplaced. 
The  class  for  mature  buff  Cochins  was  defi- 
cient (as  the  generality  of  shows  now  are) 
as  to  quality,  though  the  entries  were 
numerous.  It  is  evident  this  deterioration 
has  ensued  as  the  inetdtable  result  of  breed- 
ing "  for  colour  only."  In  vain  did  we 
look  for  creditable  descendants  of  the  far- 
famed  "Patriarch,"  or  "Jerry;"  they 
were  as  difi^ei*ent  from  those  now  exhibited, 
in  character,  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive ; 
the  causes  are  well  known,  and  the  atten- 
tion due  to  form  being  for  the  future  con- 
sidered, we  do  not  doubt  but  that  as  ore- 
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ditable  fowls  as  those  of  former  years  may 
be  very  speedily  reproduced.  The  Cochins 
of  former  days  proved  themselves  the  best 
possible  "winter- layers,"  whilst  their  pecu- 
liarly domestic  habits  endeared  them  to  all 
who  tried  them.  The  first-prize  partridge 
birds  were  very  superior,  and  did  much  to 
restore  good  opinion  to  this  (we  know  not 
why)  sadly  neglected  class.  The  chickens 
of  this  variety,  too,  were  excellent ;  but 
I  here  a  pen  was  exhibited  that  certainly 
i  "  lost  all  chance,"  though  very  superior 
fowls,  from  the  circumstance  that  four 
I  chickens  were  shown  instead  of  three. 
Exhibitors  have  only  themselves  to  blame 
for  "  errors  of  entry ^^  and  a  little  atten- 
I  tion  on  their  part  would  prevent  very 
I  many  disappointments.  The  white  Cochins 
were  more  than  usually  good ;  but  the 
green  lep^s  told  sadly  to  the  disfavour  of 
many  otherwise  meritorious  birds.  The 
black  Cochins  mustered  in  but  small  num- 
bers, and,  as  is  generally  the  case,  defi- 
cient in  quality.  In  Bramahs  there  were 
only  three  entries  in  the  adult  class  :  one 
prize  was  withheld.  In  the  game  classes, 
many  exhibitors  seemed  to  consider  the 
matching  of.  their  pens  quite  unessential ; 
hence  their  defeat ;  whilst  other  pens  be- 
trayed but  too  plainly  the  admixture  of 
Malay  blood,  probably  purposely  infused 
at  some  former  period  to  increase  their 
muscular  superiority  in  the  cockpit ;  but 
in  the  exliibition-pen  it  very  properly  dis- 
qualifies. There  were,  nevertheless,  some 
excellent  birds,  both  duck-wings  and 
black-breasted  jeds,  shown  in  high  condi- 
tion. The  Malays  were,  as  a  class,  pro- 
claimed *' highly  meritorious,"  and  cer- 
tainly they  were  superior  fowls. .  The 
golden-pencilled  Hamburgs  were  shown 
in  bad  condition,  and  did  not  maintain 
their  general  repute  ;  at  this  season,  how- 
ever, they  are  apt  **  to  grow  fady."  In 
the  spangled  varieties  were  several  cocks 
of  the  <*  nenny  "  feather,  which  were  un- 
suciJessful  \vnth  their  more  favoured  rivals. 
The  Polands  were  not  so  good  as  usual. 
In  the  Bantams  the  rivalry  was  strong ; 
the   winning   pens»  therefore,  were  un- 


usually meritorious.  The  Aylesbury  ducks 
were  good,  the  Rouens  indifferent.  The 
geese  and  turkeys  were  excellent, — the 
black  Norfblks  taking  away  the  highest 
premium.  The  pigeons  were  of  excellent 
quality,  and  the  prizes  were  severely  con- 
tested. 

In  remarking  on  this  exhibition,  it  is  but 
justice  to  give  the  highest  praise  to  the 
acting  committee.  The  firing  of  cannon, 
however,  in  "  close  quarters"  -with  con- 
fined poultry  is  not  at  all  desirable.  It 
alarms  and  irritates  them,  rendering  them 
restless  ;  and  we  noticed  several  that  from 
fear  alone  seemed  greatly  exliausted.  Upon 
the  whole,  no  poultry  show  could  be  more 

Eroperly  conducted ;  and  the  recent  exhi- 
ition  will  no  doubt  exercise  a  very  power- 
ful influence  by  greatly  augmenting  the 
entries  for  future  years.  The  present 
pecuniary  returns  will  also,  most  likely, 
another  season,  secure  even  a  more  liberal 
prize  list,  as  the  promoters  have  assured 
us  that  "  their  chief  (indeed  only)  desire 
is  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  the  improvement 
of  the  different  breeds  of  domestic  poultry." 
Most  heartily,  then,  do  we  congratulate 
them  on  their  well-earned  successes.  We 
append  a  list  of  the  prizes. 

E.H. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

Class  1. — Spanish.  Pen  5,  1st  prize:  Mr. 
H.  D.  Dalies,  Spring-grove  House,  Hounslow. 
Age,  not  known. — Pen  li  2nd  prize :  Mr.  Joseph 
G.  Rake,  Bristol.    Age,  one  year.— Pen  8,  3rd 

Srize:  Mr.  W.  Plummer,  Brislington,  near 
Bristol.  Age,  cock  about  fourteen  months,  hens 
twenty-one  months.—Pen  10,  commended :  Mr. 
Matthew  W.  Rellett,  24,  Nelson-street,  Birming- 
ham.   Age,  hens  1852,  cock  1853. 

Class  2.— Spanish  Chickens.  Pen  24,  1st 
prize :  Mr.  William  Plummer,  Brislington,  near 
Bristol.  Hatched  January  17,  1854.— Pen  25, 
2nd  prize :  Mr.  William  Plummer,  Brislington, 
near  Bristol.    Hatched  February  25,  1854. 

Class  3.— Dorking— CoLOUREn.-Pen  26, 1st 
prize :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  George,  Rookery,  Chal- 
don,  Croydon,  Surrey.  Age,  about  twelve  months. 
—Pen  27,  2nd  prize :  Mr.  H.  D.  Davies,  Spring- 
grove  House,  Hounslow,  Middlesex.  Age,  not 
known.— Pen  30,  3rd  prize:  Mr.  W.  G.  H. 
Breavington,  Vicarage  Farm,  Hounslow,  Middle- 
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sex.  Age,  thirteen  months.  •—  Pen  33,  highly 
commended :  Mr.  Edward  Pope,  Great  Touer, 
Dorset.  Age,  one  year  and  upwards.— Pen  42, 
commended :  Mr.  Henry  Blandford,  Sandbridge, 
Melksbam,  Wilts.  Age,  cock  three  years^  hens 
two  years. 

Class  4.— Dorking  Chickbns—Colourbd. 
— Pen  80,  1st  prize :  Miss  Steele  Perkins,  But- 
ton  Coldfleld,  Birmingham.  Age,  Jan.  3,  1854. 
— Pen  63,  second  prize:  Mr.  H.  D.  Davies, 
Spring-grove  House,  Hounslow,  Middlesex.  Age, 
hatched  Jan.  14,  1854.  —  Pen  64,  highly  com- 
mended: Mr.  H.  D.  Davies,  Spring-grove  House, 
Hounslow,  Middlesex.  Age,  hatched  Jan.  14, 
1854.— Pen  66,  commended :  Mr.  John  R.  Rod- 
bard,  Aldwick-court,  Wrington,  Somerset.  Age, 
March  1,  1854. 

Class  5. — Dorking— White. — Pen  85,  1st 
prize :  Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  Brislington,  Bris- 
tol. Age,  over  one  year. — Pen  82,  2nd  prize: 
Mr.  Joseph  Clift,  Dorking,  Surrey.  Age,  about 
two  years  and  two  months. — Pen  89,  3rd  prize : 
Mr.  Joseph  Jennens,  Moseley^  near  Birming- 
ham.   Aged. 

Class  6.— Dorking  Chickens — White.— 
Pen  94,  Ist  prize :  Mr.  George  Vivian,  Claverton 
Manor,  near  Bath.  Age,  twelve  weeks  and  five 
days. — Pen  91,  second  prize :  Mrs.  John  Long- 
man, Lyde  Farm,  Yeovil,  Somerset.  Age,  four 
months. 

Class  7.— Cochin  China — Buff  or  Cin- 
namon.— P6n  124, 1st  prize :  Mr.  C^rus  Clark, 
Street,  near  Glastonbury.  Age,  various. — Pen 
120,  second  prize:  Mr.  John  Fairlie,  Chevely- 
park,  Cambridgeshire.     Age,  cock  about  one 

5 ear,  hens  various.— Pen  116,  third  prize :  Mr. 
ames  Crane,  jun.,  Tolpuddle,  Dorset.  Age,  two 
years  and  six  months. — Pen  112,  commended: 
Mrs.  Henry  Fookes,  Whitchurch,  Blandford, 
Dorset.  Age,  cock  and  hen  twelve  months,  hen 
twenty-three  months. 

Class  8. — Cochin  China  Chickens — Buff 
OR  Cinnamon.— Pen  147,  Ist  prize :  Mr.  John 
R.  Rodbard ,  Aldwick-court,  Wrington,  Somerset. 
Hatched  January  16,  1854. — Pen  179,  second 
prize:  Mr.  John  Dorrell,  Wellington-road, 
Slough,  Bucks.  Hatched  January  2,  1854. — 
Pen  175,  highly  commended :  Mr.  Henry  Lucas 
Bean,  Ashcott,  Glastonbury.    Age,  cockerel  and 

Sullets  Feb.  22,  1854.— Pen  141,  commended: 
ir.  William  Thomas  Squire,  Barton-place,  near 
Mildenhall,  Suffolk.  Age,  twenty-two  weeks. — 
Pen  145,  commended :  Mr.  John  R.  Rodbard, 
Aldwick-court,  Wrington,  Somerset.  Hatched 
March  1,  1854. 

Class  9.— Cochin  China — Brown,  Par- 
tridge, OR  Grouse.  —  Pen  185,  Ist  prize: 
Rev.  Grenville  F.  Hodson,  Banwell,  Somerset. 
Age,  thirteen  months.— Pen  189,  Second  prize : 


Mr.  John  Furlie,  Cheveley-park,  Cambridge- 
shire. Age,  various,  above  one  year. — Pen  192, 
third  prize :  Mr.  J.  F.  Chater^  Haverhill,  Suf- 
folk.   Age,  one  year. 

Class  10.  —  Cochin  China  Chickens  — 
Brown,  Partridge,  or  Grouse.— Pen  195, 
1st  prize:  Mr.  James  Garrod,  Cheveley,  Cam- 
bridgeshire. Age,  fourteen  weeks  and  four  days. 
—Pen  196,  second  prize ;  Capt.  W.  H.  Snell,  St. 
Swithin's-lane,  London.  Age,  cockerel  Jan.  8, 
1854,  puUet  Feb.  15,  1854,  puUet  Feb.  27,  1854. 
—Pen  194,  disoualified,  from  an  excess  in  the 
number  of  birds:  Rev.  Grenville  F.  Hodson, 
Banwell,  Somerset.  Age,  four  months  and  one 
week. 

Class  11.— Cochin  China— White. — Pen 
203,  1st  prize :  Mr.  Cyrus  Clark,  Street,  near 
Glaistonbury.  Age,  one  hen  unknown,  cock  and 
hen  sixteen  months.— Pen  199,  second  prize: 
Mrs.  Sarah  Rebecca  Herbert,  Powich,  Worces- 
tershire. Age,  cock  hatehed  in  1850,  hens  in 
1852.— Pen  197,  third  prize:  Rev.  G.  H.  H. 
Hutchinson,  Charlton,  Malmesbury,  Wilts.  Age, 
cock.  Young  Prince,  eleven  months,  hen  eighteen 
months,  hen  ten  months. 

Class  12.  —  Cochin  China  Chickens  — 
White.  —  Pen  215,  first  prize :  Mr.  James 
Turner,  Northbrook,  Exeter.  Age,  March  23, 
1854. — Pen  216,  second  prize :  Mr.  James  Buck- 
ley, Penny£u-house,  Llanelly,  Carmarthenshire. 
Age,  cock  and  pullet  first  week  in  March,  pullet 
Feb.  21. 

Class  13.— Cochin  China— Black. — Pen 
219,  1st  prize:  Mr.  John  Fairlie,  Cbeyeley- 
park,  Cambridgeshire.  Age,  above  one  year. — 
Pen  218,  second  prize :  Rev.  G.  H.  H.  Hutchin- 
son, Charlton,  Malmesbury,  Wilts.  Age,  cock, 
the  Black  Prince,  nine  months,  hen  eleven 
months,  hen  nine  months. — 3rd  prize  withheld. 

Ckss  14.— Brahma  Pootra.— Pen  225,  let 
prize:  Mr.  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley-park,  Cam- 
bridgeshire. Age,  above  one  year. — Pen  224, 
2nd  prize:  Mr.  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley-park, 
Cambridgeshire.  Age,  above  one  year.  —  3rd 
prize  withheld. 

Class  15.— Game— White  and  Pilbs.— 
Pen  227,  1st  prize :  Rev.  Thomas  Lyon  Fellowea, 
Beighton  Rectory,  Aile,  Norfolk.  Age,  hatched 
1852.— Pen  226,  2nd  prize :  Mr.  John  R.  Rod- 
bard, Aldwick-court,  Wrington,  Somerset.  Age, 
cock  ten  months,  hens  fourteen  months. 

Class  16. — Game  —  Black-breasted  and 
other  Reds.— Pen  237,  1st  prize :  Mr.  John  R. 
Rodbard,  Aldwick-court,  Wrington,  Somerset. 
Age,  two  years.— Pen  244, 2nd  prize :  Mr.  Charles 
Edwards,  Brislington,  near  Bristol.  Age,  over 
one  year. 

Class  17.— Game— DucKwiNGS  and  other 
Grbts  and  Blubs.— Pen  254,  Ist  prize :  Rev. 
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C.  T.  James,  Ermington,  near  Ivybridge,  Devon. 
A%e,  cock  two  years  six  months  and  eleven  days> 
hens  fifteen  months  and  four  days. — Pen  259,  2nd 
prize :  Mr.  William  Maniield,  Dorchester,  Dor- 
set. Age,  about  ten  months. — Pen  255,  highly 
commended:  Mr.  John  R.  Rodbard,  Aldwick- 
conrt,  Wrington,  near  Bristol,  Somerset.  Age, 
two  years. 

Class  18. —Game—Black  and  Brabbst- 
wiNGED,  EXCEPT  Greys. — Pen  263,  1st  prize : 
Mr.  Henry  Shield,  Taunton,  Somerset.  Age, 
cock  and  hen  one  year,  hen  three  years. — Pen 
264,  2nd  prize :  Mr.  Nathan  N.  Dyer,  Manor- 
house,  Bredon,  near  Tewkesbury,  Worcester. 
Age,  twenty-two  months. 

Class  19.— Malay.— Pen  271, 1st  prize:  Mr. 
William  Manfield,  Dorchester,  Dorset.  Age, 
eleven  months  and  one  week. — Pen  276,  2nd 
prize :  Mr.  James  Oldham,  Long  Eaton,  Derby. 
Age,  one  year;  the  class  highly  meritorious. 

Class  20. — Hamburg. — Golden-Pemcilled. 
— ^Pen  279, 1st  prize :  Mr.  Robert  Fookes,  Milton 
Abbas,  near  Blandford,  Dorset.  Age,  twelve 
montfaiiB. — Pen278, 2nd  prize:  Mr.  Robert  Fookes, 
Milton  Abbas,  near  Blandford,  Dorset.  Age, 
cock  and  one  hen  two  years,  one  hen  one 
year. 

Class  21. — Hamburg. — Silver-Pencilled. 
—Pen  289,  1st  prize:  Mr.  Thomas  M'Cann, 
Graham  House,  Malvern.  Aged. — Pen  296,  2nd 
prize :  Mr.  Cyrus  Clark,  Street,  near  Glaston- 
bury.   Age,  unknown. 

Class  22.— Hamburg. — Golden-Spangled. 
— Pen  306,  1st  prize  :  Mrs.  Henry  Fookes, 
Blandford,  Dorset.  Age,  cock  two  years,  hens 
one  year. — Pen  310,  2nd  prize:  Mr.  Charles 
Edwards,  Brislington,  near  Bristol.  Age,  over 
one  year. 

Class  23.— Hamburg. — Silver-Spangled. 
—Pen  318,  1st  prize:  Mr.  Joseph  Symonds, 
Gorwell,  near  Dorchester,  Dorset.  Aee,  May, 
1853.— Pen  325, 2nd  prize :  Dr.  Rogers,  Honiton, 
Devon.  Age,  eleven  months. — Pen  323,  Highly 
commended :  Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  Brislington, 
near  Bristol.  Age,  over  one  year. 

Class  24.— Black  Poland  with  White 
CRESTS.t— Pen  333,  1st  prize :  Mr.  Austen  Wil- 
liams, Reading,  Berks.  Age,  one  year  and  four 
months.— Pen  334,  2nd  prize :  Mr.  Charles  Ed- 
wards, Brislington,  near  Bristol.  Age,  over  one 
year. 

Class  25.— PoLANDs.— Golden-Spangled. 
—Pen  342,  1st  prize :  Mr.  R.  H.  Bush,  Asbton 
Lodge,  near  Bath.  Age,  unknown. — Pen  337  a, 
2nd  prize :  Mr.  Cyrus  Clark,  Street,  near 
Glastonbury.    Age,  unknown. 

Class  26.— PoLANDs. — Silver-Spangled.-^ 
Pen  347, 1st  prize :  Mr.  Cyrus  Clark,  Street,  near 
Glastonbury.     Age,  unknown.— Pen  348,  2nd 


prize :  Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  Brislington,  near 
Bristol.    Age,  over  one  year. 

Class  27. — Special  Prizes. — Pen  361,  prize : 
Mr.  William  Manfield,  Dorchester,  Dorset. 
Rumpless,  age,  cock  and  hen  two  years,  hen 
one  year.— Pen  366,  prize:  Mr.  John  Taylor, 
Jun.,  Spring  Grove,  Shepherd's  Bush,  Middlesex. 
Andalusian,  age,  various. 

Class  28.— Special  PRizBg.— Pen  367,  prize : 
Rev.  G.  H.  H.  Hutchinson,  Charlton,  Malmes- 
bury,  Wilts.  Black  Cochin  China.  Age,  nine 
weeks.— Pen  371,  prize:  Mr.  Parkins  Jones, 
High-street,  Fulham,  Middlesex.  Brahma  Pootra 
chickens,  age,  Mcgrch  5, 1854. 

Class  29.  —  Bantams.  —  Gold-Laced.  — 
Pen  377,  Ist  prize  :  Mr.  Henry  D.  Palmer, 
Southtown,  Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk.  Age, 
various.— Pen  378,  2nd  prize:  Mr.  Henry,  D. 
Palmer,  Southtown,  Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk. 
Age,  ten  months.— Pen  376,  commended:  Mr. 
George  W.  Boothby,  Hohne  Cottage,  Louth, 
Lincolnshire.    Age,  one  year. 

Class  30. — Bantams.  —  Silver-Laced.  — > 
Pen  388,  Ist  prize:  Mr.  George  W.  Boothby, 
Holme  Cottage,  Louth,  Lincolnshire.  Ajgjd,  one 
year.— Pen  391,  2nd  prize:  Rev.  Grenville  F. 
Hodson,  Banwell,  Somerset.    Age,  one  year. 

Class  31.— Bantams.— White.— Pen  395, 
1st  prize:  Rev.  Grenville  F.  Hodson,  Banwell, 
Somerset.  Age,  three  years.— Pen  396, 2nd  prize : 
Rev.  Grenville  F.  Hodson,  Banwell,  Somerset. 
Age,  cock  and  one  hen  one  year,  hen  two  years. 

Class  32.  —  Bantams.  —  Black.  —  Pen  400, 
1st  prize :  Mr.  Charles  Ballance,  5,  Mount-ter- 
race, Taunton.  Age,  cock  two  years,  hens 
thirteen  months.— Pen  403,  2nd  prize :  Messrs. 
W.  Connett  &  Co.,  Upholsterers,  270  High- 
street,  Exeter.    Age,  three  years  and  six  months. 

Class  33.— Ducks.- White  Aylesbury.- 
Pen  406,  1st  prize :  Mr.  W.  G.  H.  Breavington, 
Vicarage  Farm,  Hounslow,  Middlesex.  Age, 
'fifteen  months. — Pen  410,  2nd  prize  :  General 
Slade,  Monty's  Court,  Taunton.  Age,  nine 
months. — Pen  408,  highly  commended :  Mr.  W. 
G.  H.  Breavington,  vicarage  Farm,  Hounslow, 
Middlesex.  Age,  three  months. — Pen  411,  com- 
mended :  Mr.  John  Margesson,  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 
Age,  eight  months. — Pen  421,  commended :  Mr. 
Cyrus  Clark,  Street,  near  Glastonbury.  Age, 
three  months  and  one  week. 

Class  34.— Ducks.- Rouen.— Pen  423,  Ist 
prize :  Mr.  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park,  Cam- 
Dridgeshire.  Age,  about  one  year. — Pen  422, 2nd 
prize :  Mr.  Charles  Ballance,  5,  Mount-terrace^ 
Taunton.    Age,  fourteen  and  a  half  months. 

Class  35.— Ducks.— Any  other  Variety. — 
Pen  427,  1st  prize:  Mr.  George  Botham,  Wex- 
ham  Court,  near  Slough,  Bucks.  Buenos  Avres 
Ducks,  age,  one  year.— Pen  430,  2nd  prize :  Mr* 
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John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park,  Cambridgeshire. 
White  Muscovy  DucVst  age,  aboot  one  year. 

Clagg  36.—GSB8B.— Pen  434,  let  prize:  Mr. 
John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park,  Cambridgeshire. 
Grey  and  White  Gieese,  age,  about  one  year. — 
Pen  433,  2Qd  prize :  Mr,  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley 
P9rk,  Cambridgeshire.  White  Geese,  age,  about 
one  year. 

Class  37.— Turkeys.— Pen  439,  1st  prize: 
Miss  Jalia  Milward,  Newton  St.  Loe,  Somerset. 
French,  age,  cock,  June  3,  1851,  hens,  Jnne  9, 
1853.— Pen  441,  2nd  prize:  Mr.  John  Fairlie, 
Cheveley  Park,  Cambridgeshire.  Cambridgeshire 
Turkeys,  age,  about  one  year.  ^The  ckss  highly 
meritorioas. 

Pigeons. 

Class  38.— Carriers.— Pen  446,  prize :  Mr. 
Joseph  6.  Rake,  Bristol.    Age,  three  years. 

Class  39.— Barbs.— Pen  449,  prize :  BCr.  C. 
R.  Titterton,  6,  Snow*hill,  Birmmgham.  Age, 
unknown. 

Class  40.— Pouters.— Pen  453,  prize :  Mr.  C. 
R.  Titterton,  6,  Snow.hill,  Burmingham.  White 
Pouters.    Age,  abont  two  years. 

Class  42.— Fantails.— Pen  463,  prize  :  Miss 
Selina  H.  Northcote,  Upton  Pynes,  Exeter, 
Devon.  Age,  unknown. — Pen  465,  commended  : 
Mr.  Herbert  Henry  Swift,  North  Lydiard,  near 
Purton,  Wiltshire.  Age,  unknown. — Pen  466, 
commended :  Mr.  Thomas  James  Cottle,  Pulteney 
Villa,  Cheltenham.    Age,  uncertain. 

Class  43.— Jacobins. — Pen  473,  prize :  Mr. 
Henry  Child,  Junior,  Sherbome-road,  Birming- 
ham.   Age,  not  known. 

Class  44. — Tu  REITS. — Pen  477,  prize  r  Mr. 
Charles  Bluett,  Taunton,  Somerset.  Age  un- 
known, but  young. 

Class  45. — Nuns.— P^n  481,  prize:  Miss  Selina 
H.  Northcote,  Upton  Pynes,  Ezeter,  Devon. 
Age,  eleven  months. 

Class46.— Arch  angels.— Pen  486,  prize :  Mr. 
Joseph  6.  Rake,  Bristol.    Age,  two  years. 

Class  47.— Trumpeters.— Pen  490,  prize: 
Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson,  Banwell,  Somerset.  Age, 
ttnknown.->Pen  493,  commended :  Dr.  Rogers, 
Honiton,    Devon.    Age,  unknown. 

Chiss  48.— Almond  Tumblers.- Pen  497, 
prize :  Dr.  Rogers,  Honiton,  Devon.  Age,  un- 
known. 

Class  49.— Variety  of  Tumblers.- Pen  501, 
prize :  Mr.  Henry  Child,  Jun.,  Sherbome- 
load,  Birmingham.  Tumblers,  age  not  known. 
.  Class  50.  — Owls.  — Pen  506,  prize:  Mr. 
Charles  Bluett,  Taunton,  Somerset.  Age,  about 
twelve  months. 

Class  51.— Dragons.- Pen  508,  prize :  Mr. 
C.  R*  Titterton,  6,  Snow-hill,  Birmingham. 
Age>  unknown. 


%\t  mm's  f ttttr-iM. 


MY  COCHIN  CHINAS. 

Sir,— Seeing  a  letter  headed  as  above  in  one 
of  the  April  numbers  of  your  very  interesting 
journal  has  induced  me  to  send  you  my  expe- 
rience as  a  beginner.  Last  spring  I  caught  the 
mania  for  hatching  Cochin  China  eggs,  and  tried 
eight.  One  little  chick,  a  pullet  hatched  May  19, 
was  the  produte.  In  October  I  bought  a  buff 
pullet,  and  about  Christmas  the  cockerel,  a  fine 
fellow,  not  a  young  one,  was  put  to  them. 

The  one  I  hatched  began  laying  December  1st, 
laid  48  eggs  in  56  days,  then  became  broody.  I 
put  her  on  14  common  fowls'  eggs ;  February  18th  I 
she  brought  off  12  chicks  and  reared  11,  which  I 
turned  into  cash,  a  month  ago,  at  a  Vjery  good 
price. 

March  24th,  again  began  laying,  and  laid  31 
eggs  without  intermission,  then  showed  a  desire 
to  sit.  May  19tb,  hatched  12  out  of  13  of  her 
own  eggs;  they  are  now  a  fortnight  old,  bright- 
eyed,  heidthy  little  creatures.  The  buff  pullet 
commenced  laying  December  5th,  laid  115  eggs 
in  125  days.  April  lOth,  she  sat  on  14  eggs  and 
hatched  13  fine  chicks.  Unfortunately,  a  cat 
carried  one  away;  12  are  living,  a  month  old. 
She  has  left  them  and  laid  to-day. 

I  have  two  others,  one  a  half  Spanish,  reared 
and  fed  with  them.  She  began  laying  Decem- 
ber 27th,  a  doable-yolked  egg,  sparingly  till 
February  5th,  only  13  eggs.  She  has  since  laid 
93,  making  in  all  106,  and  shows  no  desire  to 
incubate.  The  other,  a  mixture  of  the  Dorking 
and  silver  spangled,  commenced  laying  Novem- 
ber 28th,  and  laid  103  eggs  to  May  18th,  when 
she  became  broody. 

1  have  no  particular  method  of  feeding  except 
regularity,  and  pay  attention  to  cleanliness.    My   ' 
yard  is  about  40  feet  by  30,  with  a  small  house 
for  their  accommodation. 

I,  like  *'  Gus,"  am  much  interested  in  others' 
experience,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  my 
monthly  part  for  May  to-morrow.  I  don't  relish 
paying  the  postage  for  it  weekly. — I  remain.  Sir, 
yours,  Mary  C.  A. 


CURE  FOR  WORMS  IN  FOWLS. 

Having  a  hen  suffering  exceedingly,  and 
thinking  it  possible,  from  her  emaciated  appear- 
ance, she  might  be  troubled  with  worms,  I  boiled 
about  an  ounce  of  the  plant  kousso,  mixed  the 
decoction  obtained  with  oatmeal,  and  gave  it  her 
to  eat.  A  few  hours  afterwards,  a  number  of 
worms  abont  two  inches  long  were  voided,  and 
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the  bird  ralliad.  I  belMte  the  nme  eficcte  wonld 
hmwe  foHowed  had  the  oil  of  the  mde  fern  been 
ndnrinietered  (mixed  into  a  pill  with  oatmeal) : 
about  half  a  diadm  of  the  oil  wofdd  be  soffi- 
cienit. 

Both  kouno  and  male  fern  oil  are  certain 
remedies  for  worms  in  children,  and  the  great 
cost  alone  prevents  their  general  adoption.  Milk 
of  brimstone  is  an  exoeUent  remedy  for  worms 
in  childreni  and  wonld  probably  get  zid  of  them 
from  fowls. 

The  hen  I  allade  to  was  nnable  to  stand,  and 
when  taken  out  of  the  basket  tumbled  over,  and 
was  almost  a  skeleton.  C.  P.,  Boston. 


PUFFING  THE  B&AHMAS. 

Sir, — Who  cares  what  correspondents  with 
yonr  paper  say  of  the  fowls  they  call  Brahmas  ?— ' 
shall  not  the  public  please  themselves  and  possess 
what  birds  they  choose  ?  When  individuals  re- 
peatedly volunteer  their  advice  to  the  world, 
they  should  at  least  be  indirectly  interested,  not 
known  dealers  or  puffers  of  eggs  by  advertise- 
ments. A  fander  of  poultry  can  form  his  own 
opinion;  if  in  favour  of  any  particular  colour,  he 
may  make  purchases,  but  if  to  the  contrary, 
depend  upon  it  he  will  not. 

But  how  have  the  merits  of  the  Brahmas  been 
established  when  absurd  prices  have  been  required 
for  the  eggs,  and  when  the  prices  of  chickens 
have  prevented  their  appearing  at  table?  Till 
they  have,  and  even  then,  let  there  be  no  com- 
parison, unless  by  persons  capable  of  forming  an 
opinion  of  fowls  in  situations  favourable  to  each 
cktss,  and  estimating  justly  their  several  points 
and  distinctions. — I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  Non  Cacoethbs  Scribekdi. 

[It  is  true  the  Brahmas  have  not  yet  with  us 
been  sufficiently  tested  for  forming  an  opinion  on 
their  merits;  but  is  not  the  exchange  of  expe- 
rience among  amateurs  the  best  means  of  coming 
to  a  decision  ? — Ed.] 


twin  birds. 

Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
correspondents  inform  me  of  any  instance  of  two 
perfect  chickens  being  hatched  urom  one  egg,  not 
connected  with  each  other  in  any  way  ? 

I  have  lately  known  an  instance  whoe  Jive 
perfect  canaries  were  hatched  from/our  eggs,  and 
aU  are  still  living  and  doing  well. 

By  so  doing,  you  will  oblige  a  constant  sub- 
scriber. Gallus. 

[The  account  of  two  ducklings  from  one  egg, 
given  by  our  correspondent  "  Edward,"  iu  No.  3 
of  the  **  Poultry  Chronicle,"  was  from  personal 


of  the  fact.  We  have  oflben  hetH^d  of 
twin  chidis  (apart  and  perfect)  on  authority 
which  we  could  not  doubt,  but  never  positively 
met  with  an  example.-— En.] 


confusion  of  gold  and  8ILTBB  HAMB17B08. 

SiB» — I  see  by  the  prize  list  for  the  Taunton 
Show,  that  the  gold  and  silver  pencilled  Ham- 
burgs  are  put  into  one  class,  and  the  gold  and 
silver  span|(led  are  similarly  favoured,  whilst 
separate  pnxes  are  offered  for  Cochins  of  differ- 
ent colours ;  and  I  find  that  this  example  has 
been  followed  in  the  prize  list  for  another  show 
in  the  west  of  England.  What  hope  can  an 
exhibitor  of  Hamburgs  have  of  justice  being 
done  to  his  pens  under  such  an  arrangement  ? 
And  of  what  value  will  a  prize  be  as  conferring 
character  on  his  birds?  Next  season  we  shafi 
see»  in  your  excellent  publication,  Mr.  A. 
advertising  for  sale  eggs  from  silver-pencilled 
birds  which  gained  the  prize  from  Mr.  B.'s 
golden- pencilled,and  silver-spangled  chickens  will 
be  lauded  as  superior  in  respect  of  their  victory 
at  Taunton  over  golden- spangled.  Nothing  can 
be  more  distinct  than  these  classes,  and  hitherto 
this  distinction  has  been  recognized.  To  attempt 
now  to  club  them  together  seems  to  be  retro- 
pading  rather  than  advancing  in  poultry  know- 
To  the  multitude,  variety  is  the  great  charm 
and  attraction,  and  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
it  is  prudent  to  snub  the  elegant  and  beautiful 
Hamburg.  At  all  events,  very  few  breeders  will 
subject  their  birds  to  this  amalgamation,  and  I 
fiuicy  that  the  judges  will  be  sorely  puzzled  to 
decide  between  gold  and  silver  included  in  one 
class. 
Brislington.  B.  B. 


COCHINS  AS  MOTHERS. 

Sir,-— I  noticed  in  your  "  Chronicle "  of 
May  24th,  a  correspondent  informs  you  that  his 
Shanghae  hens,  though  excellent  mothers  during 
the  first  three  weeks,  regularly  forsake  the 
chickens  at  that  time.  Were  this  a  fact  of 
general  occurrence,  it  would  deservedly  deprive 
the  Shanghae  of  its  high  and  well-earned 
reputation  as  a  mother.  The  Shanghae  has 
doubtless  many  enemies,  but  I  feel  assured  they 
must  be  amongst  those  who  have  not  allowed 
them  sufficient  pre-eminence  in  the  poultry-yard, 
and  therefore  have  foiled  to  awsra  them  the 
meed  of  praise  in  this  respect  they  so  justly 
deserve* 

On  January  2ud  of  this  year,  one  of  my 
Shanghae  hens  came  off  with  a  brood  of  thirteen 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fine,  hardy  chickens.  The  hen,  most  assidvons 
as  a  mother,  left  them  at  the  end  of  ten  weeks^ 
haying  for  some  time  preyiously  Uid  daily. 

I  set  another  Shanghae  hen  on  some  Aylesbury 
docks'  eggs,  which  were  hatched  April  18th, 
twelve  in  number.    Three  days  afterwards,  I 

E laced  eleven  more  ducks  of  the  same  i^e  under 
er  care.  When  considered  of  a  sufficient  age, 
they  were  allowed  free  liberty  to  roam  at  large, 
and  took  advantage  of  this  by  frequenting  tiie 
water-meadows  near  my  house,  with  the  hen  as  a 
constant  companion,  who  woi:dd  patiently  stand 
by  the  water-side  throu^^h  the  live-long  day 
watching  the  enjoyment  ot  her  nurslings,  bring- 
ing them  home  at  regular  hours  to  be  fed,  and 
again  escorting  them  to  the  stream.  Falling  off 
in  condition,  from  such  close  attention,  I  shut 
her  from  them  at  the  end  of  five  weeks,  to  her 
great  annoyance  and  disquietude. 

Another  of  my  Shanghae  hens  reared  a  large 
brood  of  silver-spangled  Hamburg  chickens,  and 
I  must  say,  in  reply  to  those  who  doubt  the 
ability  of  the  Shanghae  to  rear  chickens  so  active 
in  their  habits  as  tne  Hamburgs,  that  she  was  an 
admirable  mother;  so  far  from  being  inactive, 
she  invariably  selected  the  best  grass-run  for 
them,  especially  one  in  a  plantation  of  young 
trees,  some  little  distance  from  the  yard.  Up- 
wards of  six  weeks  from  the  time  of  their 
hatching,  she  commenced  laying  again,  taking 
the  chickens  with  her  into  the  laying-house 
every  morning,  and  when  on  the  nest,  usually 
having  more  than  one  comfortably  seated  on  her 
back,  the  rest  patiently  standing  near.  Even 
now  that  the  chickens  are  more  than  three 
months  hold,  she  has  not  entirely  forsaken  them, 
although  she  became  broody,  ^nd  is  now  sitting 
on  some  of  her  own  eggs.  The  chickens  are 
permitted  to  be  in  the  same  yard  with  herself, 
and  frequently  gather  round  the  nest  where  she 
sits,  and  when  she  comes  off  at  feeding  hours, 
she  calls  them  to  her  and  picks  out  the  daintiest 
morsels  for  their  eating. 

If  you  consider  these  facts  worth  insertion^ 
they  are  at  your  service. 

I  beg  to  remain  very  truly  yours. 
Amicus  Galli. 


CROWING   COCKEREL. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — I  perceive  by  the 
'*  Poultry  Chronicle  "  of  to-day,  that  "  One  ui 
the  Ring''  asks  for  an  explanation  respecting 
the  precocious  white  Spanish  chipken.  I  can,  in 
some  measure,  corroborate  "  W.  8."  A  short 
time  since,  I,  with  a  friend,  visited  a  gentleman's 
poultry-yard  at  Cowes,  and  while  looldng  at 
some  Dorking  chickens,  my  Attention  was  ar- 
lested  by  a  white  cock  chicken,  then  not  quite 


feathered,  having  an  imusaally  laige  comb,  and 
the  carriage  and  importance  of  an  adult  bird. 
On  inquiry,  the  poultry-keeper  informed  me 
that  it  was  a  white  Spanish  chicken,  and  added, 
"  Perhaps  you  will  not  believe  me  when  I  teU 
yon  that  he  crowed  at  a  fortnight  old."  I  must 
confess  that  myself  and  friend  were  rather 
incredulous,  and  asked  his  present  age.  "  Just 
six  weeks  "  was  the  answer :  and  in  a  very  short 
time  after  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  him 
crow  twice,  and  that  in  a  most  distinct  manner, 
and  hedisplayed  other  unmistakeableactions,  such 
as  I  never  before  witnessed  in  a  bird  of  less  than 

S)uble  his  age,  that  we  both  came  to  the  con- 
usion  that  he  was  indeed  a  precocious  bird. 
Southampton.  H. 


WHITE    SPANISH  FOWLS. 

*'  One  in  a  Ring  "  questions  the  accuracy  of 
a  statement  by  "  W.  8.,"  that  a  chicken  of  the 
above  variety  crowed  at  "  a  fortnight  old."  If 
*'  One  in  a  Ring,"  or  you,  Mr.  Editor,  also  a 
sceptic,  or  any  friend  who  may  happen  to  be 
near  the  address  given  the  "  Chronicle  "  (with 
"W.  S.'s"  name),  *'W.  8."  wiU  be  very 
pleased  to  show,  not  only  the  bird  which  crowed 
at  fourteen  days  old,  but  another  also  which 
crowed  at  eighteen  days  old :  and  even  if  they 
decline  crowing  for  such  unbelievers,  **  W.  S." 
doubts  unbelief  remaining,  when  the  birds  have 
been  seen. 

[In  considering  the  Editor  '' also  a  sceptic," 
our  correspondent  has  mistaken  our  meaning, 
which  was  simply  a  wish  to  know  if  amateurs  hiui 
met  with  many  such  forward  chickens,  but  cer- 
tainly without  a  doubt  of  his  statement,  accom- 
panied as  it  was  by  his  card. — Ed.J 


treatment  for  a  sick  fowl. 

Dear  Sir. — A  Shanghae  cock  of  mine  com- 
menced, three  weeks  ago,  with  diarrhcea ;  I  gave 
him  the  usual  medicine,  but  without  effect,  except 
that  it  was  stopped,  for  short  intervals.  A  week 
ago  I  determined  to  give  him  a  good  clearing  out, 
which  I  did  with  castor-oil.  I  then,  on  the 
fourth  day,  put  him  into  a  hot  bath;  purging  has 
ceased,  but  his  evacuations  are  almost  like  water. 
The  bird  is  daily  losing  flesh,  his  plumage  is  good, 
appetite  the  same,  but  he  has  inordinate  thirst. 
Food  constantly  changed,  and  no  stimulants 
used.  Water,  very  good,  from  a  slate  roof  into  a 
cistern,  which  has  a  filter. 

I  believe  this  case  is  not  at  all  a  singular  one, 
but  I  have  never  seen  it  described,  or  a  remedy 
offered.  Perhaps  some  of  your  cprrespondento 
would  give  an  opinion.  What  I  desire  is  to  know 
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what  the  disease  is.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  is  some 
kind  of  internal  fever.    But  I  am  entirely  igno- 
lant  as  to  the  cause,  or  mode  of  treatment. 
Faithfully  yours, 

HSNRICUS. 

[Although  our  correspondent's  letter  was 
answered  in  the  *'  Answers  to  Correspondents," 
we  insert  it  in  hopes  some  of  our  readers  may 
kindly  favour  us  with  their  experience  also.— 
Ed.] 


American  Cure  for  Roup  in  Fowls, 
—When  the  fowl  is  first  taken  with  roup 
(no  matter  how  bad  the  head  is  swollen), 
remove  it  to  a  dry  room  in  the  bam,  and 
give  a  desert-spoonful  of  alum- water,  twice 
a  day,  as  strong  as  can  be  made,  and  wash 
its  head  in  it.  If  they  rattle  badly  in  the 
throat,  make  a  swab  by  tying  a  little  tow 
on  a  small  stick,  and  swab  their  throats 
out  with  the  same  mixture.  I  have  cured 
fowls  in  two  days  that  were  nearly  blind 
with  swelled  heads,  and  never  have  known 
it  to  fail  in  one  single  instance,  if  taken 
in  season. — J.  F.  Childs,  Rhode  Island. 

If  well  fed,  and  kept  perfectly  clean, 
fowls  will  seldom  be  sick ;  and  as  to  old 
age,  they  never  ought  to  be  kept  more 
than  two  or  three  years,  for  they  get  to  be 
good  for  little  as  layers,  and  no  teeth 
can  face  them  as  food. — Cobbetfs  Cottage 


To  W.  8,—hk  the  alternative  you  give  us  of 
inserting  the  article  in  the  "Chronicle"  or  the 
"fire,"  we  prefer  the  former.  It  is  on  a  subject 
of  great  interest  and  utility, 

C.  8,  K.— We  do  not  think  it  could  possibly 
hart  the  hen  to  sit  again  early  in  June  after 
hatching  in  March. 

An  Exhibitor,— We  shall  be  much  obliged  if 
he  will  enclose  his  card,  as  his  letter  has  reached 
U8  without  it 

Subscriber  from  the  first, ^Yma  food  is  not 
good  enough  to  feed  Bantams.  Rice  is  only  an 
apology  for  food  on  which  to  rear  chickens.  Give 
them  egg,  boiled  hard,  and  chopped  fine.  Roast 
mutton  chopped  very  fine.  Bread  soaked  in  new 
milk.    Oatmeal  mixed  with  warm  water,  and 


lei 


,  iven  warm  if  the  weather  be  cold.  Cochin  hens 
feave  their  chickens  earlier  than  others,  because 
they  begin  to  lay,  and  then  neglect,  if  they  do  not 
ill-treat  their  broods ;  but  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, and  in  a  place  where  there  is  plenty  of 
mss,  so  that  the  coop  can  be  moved  every  day, 
uie  hen  should  be  under  the  rip  at  least  six  weeks. 
In  cold  weather,  as  for  instance  January  and 
February,  the  longer  she  is  under  the  better,  for 
the  chickens'  sake.  In  hot  weather  she  may  be 
at  liberty  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  or  a  month. 

C.  S,  V, — Your  chickens  would  appear  to  die  of 
chill.  The  weather  is  bad  for  Bantams,  and  you 
must  counteract  it  by  generous  feeding,  such  as 
we  have  recommended  above.  In  very  cold 
weather,  as  soon  as  they  appear  to  droop,  they 
should  be  fed  with  stale  brc»d,  soaked  in  strong 
old  ale. 

One  who  reads  you  with  pleasure. — We  believe 
the  Brahma  question  is  open  to  little  further 
discussion,  but  that  the  birds  must  stand  or  fall 
by  their  own  merits.  We  have  seen  the  hen  (it 
was  one  fowl  only)  to  which  our  correspondent 
refers:  it  bore  little  resemblance  to  those  im- 
ported from  America. 

An  Admirer  ^f  Mediterranean  Fowls  writes, 
"  W.  S.  thinks  his  white  Andalnsianvei'yforwiurd 
for  crowing  at  a  fortnight  old !  so  it  is,  but  not 
singular;  several  Mediterranean  fowls,  including 
Minorcas,  Andalusians,  and  Anconas,  not  un- 
commonly crow  under  three'  weeks.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  advantage  in  a  cock 
crowing  early,  but  it  is  a  fact,  that  some  do  so." 
We  do  not  conceive  that  our  correspondent, 
referred  to  in  the  P.  8.,  intended  "rude  imputa- 
tions," or  they  would  certainly  not  have  been 
inserted. 

G,  F.  r.^Mr.  Bailey,  of  Mount-street,  one  of 
our  highest,anthorities  in  the  Spanish  fowl,  says  in 
his  useful  and  compact  little  work  on  poultry, 
"the  face  of  the  Spanish  cock  begins  to  show 
white  at  about  four  months  old."  Of  course,  the 
owners  of  these  much-admired  birds  are  pleased 
to  find  early  indication  of  the  white.  The  author 
of  the  "Poultry  Yard"  must  have  made  a 
mistake  in  confusing  the  Cochin  China  fowl  with 
the  Kulm  and  Malay,  and  no  doubt  noticed  the 
error,  as  it  does  not  occur  in  the  edition  we  have. 
It  is  the  white  Poland  fowl  with  black  ittft,  which 
he  mentions  as  having  '*  passed  away.' '  The  ex- 
perience of  breeders  genenUly  pronounces  the 
Snanish  non-sitters  and  bad  sitters,  and  nurses 
when  they  do  chance  to  undertake  the  office. 
The  only  one  we  ever  saw  tried,  was  placed  on 
twelve  spangled  Poland  fowls'  eggs,  which  had 
been  bought  at  a  high  price  frt)m  the  Messrs. 
Baker,  of  Chelsea :  she  spoiled  eleven ;  the  re- 
maining one  produced  a  beautiful  chick,  which 
she  killed  by  neglect  in  a  few  days. 
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Poultry  Marked  LeadenhalL 

Thb  supply  bas  been  good  daring  tbe  past 
week,  and  tbe  trade  dull.  The  tendency  of  the 
market  is  downward  in  price. 


Large  Fowls 

..7s.   Od.    to    8s.6d.eadi. 

Smaller    do. 

..4s.   6d.    to    6s.  Od.    ,, 

Chickens  .. 

..39.   Od.    to    48.  Od.    „ 

Goslings    .. 

..5s.   Od.    to    68. Od.    ,, 

Dncklings  .. 

..3s.    6d.    to    48.3d.    ^ 

Babbits      .. 

..Is.   6d.          l8.9d.    „ 

Do.      Wild 

..Os.lOd.    to    ls.Od,    ,, 

Pigeons      .. 

..Os.lOd.    to    ls.Od.    „ 

Quails..     .. 

..Is.    9d.    to    2s.  Od.    „ 

Leverets    .. 

..3s.    6d.    to    58.  Od.    ,, 
in  bulk,  5s.  to  5s.  60.  per  doa. 

Plovers  eggs» 

^tortistumits. 


Now  publisbine,  Part  I.  (containing  Seven 
Numbers)  of 

THE  HORTICULTURAL  JOURNAL  and 
Farm  and  Garden  Advertiser.  Price  15d. 
By  post,  6d.  extra.  This  work  is  devoted  exdu* 
sively  to  the  use  of  practical  and  amateur  gar* 
doners.  AU  who  have  a  garden,  and  are  fond  of 
flowers,  should  read  it.  A  special  column  for 
the  huiies.  Reports  of  Shows,  &c.  &c.  No.  9, 
on  Saturdav  last,  price  2d.,  stamped  3d.  Pub* 
liahed  by  f*.  Dillon,  at  the  Office,  14^  York- 
street»  Ck)vent-garden,  London,  and  sold  by 
Booksellers,  Newsmen,  and  at  all  the  Railway 
Stations  throughout  the  kingdom. 

PIGEONS.— A  TREATISE  on  the  Art  of 
Breeding  and  Managing  Fancy  PIGEON& 
Also,  how  to  l>reed  the  Antwerp,  or  most  sabtle, 
cunning,  sharpest-flying  Pigeon  for  Homeing. 
Carefully  compiled  from  the  best  authors,  con- 
taining Uie  whole  of  the  Works  of  Moore,  1735 ; 
Mayor,  1765;  Girtin;  Boys,  Ssqr's.,  Notes. 
With  Observations  and  Reflections,  by  J.  M. 
Eaton,  with  seven  elegantly-engraved  colonred 
Portraits  (large  as  life)  bv  Wolstenholme.  Pub* 
lisfaed  by  and  to  be  obtained  of  the  author, 
John  Matthbws  Eaton,  7,  Islfngton-graen* 
London,  nrice  10s.,  post  free.  Money  Orders 
payable  8d,  Upper-street,  Islington. 


CHICKENS  OF  1854. 

JOHN  FAIRLIE,  Esq.,  Cbewlty^pOTk,  New. 
market,  will  be  prepared,  after  the  30th  June, 
to  DISPOSE  of  tbe  CHICKENS  from  his  well, 
known  Prise  Brahmas,Coehin8,  Dorkings,  Sootcli 
Bakies,  Turkeys,  Geese,  and  Duks, 


MRS.  LYDI A  C.  STOW,  of  Bradott,  wUl  now 
DISPOSE  of  EGGS  from  her  PRIZE 
SPANISH  BIRDS,  at  three  guineas  for  a  dozeo* 
box  included. 

Dorkings One  Guinea. 

Buff  Cochin  China . .     . .  ditto. 

Black  Cochin  China      . .  ditto. 

Post-office  orders  to  be  make  payable  at 
Tewkesbury. 

PTARMIGAN  EGGS  for  SALE  for  the  rest 
of  tbe  Season,  from  Prize  Bh^s,  £1.  Is.  per 
dozen,  and  Is.  for  package.— Apply  to  F.^Bbr- 
NAL,  Esq.,  Fareham,  Hants. 

I^GGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
!i  BIRDS.— John  Bailt  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,Seforigfatt  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s.  ; 
by  post,  38.  4d. 

Baily's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts^ 
17s.  6a.;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts^ 
13s.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 

CHARLES  BAINBRIDGE  has  for  SALE» 
EGGS  from  Prize  and  Selected  Birds  in 
every  approved  variety;  and  parties  favouring 
him  with  their  orders  may  rely  upon  them  being 
well  and  promptly  executed.  Tbe  following  first- 
class  birds  for  Sale,  .viz. :  Spanish,  Black  Polish, 
and  Silver  Pencilled  Hamburgs.— May  be  viewed 
at  any  time,  at  bis .  residence,  Oakfield  Lodge, 
Sparkbrook,  Birmingbam:  Shops,  47  and  48, 
Market  Hall,  Birmingham. 
June  7tb;  1^54. 


DORKINGS.— Two  fine  Hens  for  disposal. 
One  pair  of  Ptarmigan,  at  a  reasonable 
TOtce ;  three  Rouen  Ducks  ;  also  two  Gincer 
Bantam  Pullets,  and  a  Gold-laced  Cock,  for 
Sale  or  Exchange.— Address  T.  P.,  Middleton 
Stoney,  Bicester. 

BROWN-BREASTED  RED  GAMS  FOWLS. 

J  NICHOLS,  AmpthUi,  Beds,  h»  forSALB* 
•  a  COCKEREL  and  POUR  PULLETS^ 
aged  ten  months,  bred  from  Prise  Stock,  in  tee 
leathflrandooadkion.    Price  30s. 
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FANCY  POULTRY  AND  EGGS. 

BUFF  and  Cinnamon  Cochin  Chicks,  38.  and 
5s.  each;  one  year  old  ditto,  £1  pet*  pair; 
Eggs,  58.  per  setting ;  White  Cochin  Chicks, 
7s.  6d.  and  lOs.  each ;  one  jrear  old  ditto,  very 
fine,  £2 ;  Eggs,  lOs.  6d. }  pair  of  Black  Cochins, 
258. ;  Bggs,  10s.  6d. ;  pair  of  pure  White-faced 
Black  Spanish,  30s. ;  Eggs,  58. ;  Malay  Eggs,  6s.; 
pure  bred  White  Ptarmigan  Eggs,  SOs. ;  pair  of 
Silver  Polish  Fowl  (1st  and  2nd  Prize  at  Hitchin 
sod  Leeds),  2  guineas;  Gold  Poland  Hen, 
1  guinea;  pair  of  beautiful  White  Polands, 
1  guinea;  White  Silky  Fowl  Chicks,  158.  per 
pair ;  Eggs,  6s. ;  pair  of  Brahma  Pootra  Fowls, 
5  guineas ;  ditto,  3  guineas ;  Eggs,  lOs.  6d. ;  pair 
of  handiome  White  ]>orking8,  rose^combed, 
1  guinea ;  Eggs,  78.  6d. ;  Grey  Dorkin^rs,  10s.  6d. 
per  pair;  Eggs,  3s.  6d, ;  Silver-pencilled  Ham- 
burg Eggs,  3s.  6d.  per  setting. 

Several  verv  fine  Brahma  Pootra,  Spanish, 
Blue  Polish,  'BuflF,  White,  and  Black  Cochin 
Cocks,  lOs.  6d.,  15s.,  and  21s.  each;  pair  of 
haiidsome  Duck  wing  Game  Fowl,  15s. ;  Eggs 
from  extra  fine  Buff  Cochin  Hens,  crossed  by 
Brahma  Cocks,  5s.  per  setting.— Post  Office 
Orders  payable  to  George  Boothby,  Holme 
Cottage,  Louth,  Lincolnshire. 


FANCY  POULTRY.— PERIODICAL  SALE. 


PIGEONS,  FOWLS,  and  EGGS,  of  every 
description,  for  SALE,  or  EXCHANGED 
for  any  sorts  of  live  Stock,  Carriers,  Pouters, 
Toys,  &c.  Sec.  Fowls  and  Eggs,  all  First  Prize, 
Black  Spanish,  White  do..  Blue  Andalusians, 
Gold  Polands,  Black,  White,  and  Buff  Cochins, 
Ptarmigans,  Bantams,  Brahmas,  &c.  &c.  packed 
to  travel  any  distance. — Apply  to  Wm.  Wood- 
house,  15,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road, 
London. 


FIRST  PRIZE  GREY  GAME  FOWLS. 


AN  AMATEUR,  who  is  about  leaving  his 
present  residence,  has  for  DISPOSAL  a 
splendid  set  of  the  above-mentioned  Birds  (Cock 
and  three  Hens),  winners  of  the  FIRST  PRIZES 
•t  Birmingham,  1853,  and  at  the  Metropolitan 
Eihibition,  1854.  The  cock  bird  is  the  model 
of  perfection ;  the  hens  also  vie  with  each  other 
in  symmetry  and  beauty.  Also  for  SALE,  a 
PURE  BLACK  Shanghae  Cockerel,  of  great 
merit,  hatched  March  last. — Apply  to  Messrs. 
Fairhead  and  Son,  Seed-growers,  Braintree, 
Essex. 


FOR  SALE,  BLACK  POLANDS,  White 
Crested  Cock  and  Hen,  first  prize  birds  at 
Birmingham  and  Cheltenham,  18521 — Apply  to 
Hen&t  Sutler,  Stone  Chairf  near  Haiimz. 


MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS  will  SELL  by  AUC- 
TION, at  his  Great  Room,  38,  King-street, 
Covent-garden,  on  TUESDAY,  June  20,  at 
Twelve  o'clock  precisely,  very  purely-bred 
COCHIN  AND  BRAHMA  FOWLS  AND 
CHICKENS,  from  the  renowned  yards  of  Dr. 
Gwynne,  Messrs.  Sparham,  Gilbert,  Johnson,  of 
Famham,  Fisher,  &c.,  and  some  Prize  coloured 
DORKINGS,  from  the  Rev.  F.  Thorsby  j  up- 
wards of  200  Lots,  many  of  the  birds  being  very 
choice,  and  well  deserving  the  attention  of 
Breeders  of  first-class  stock. — May  be  viewed  on 
the  morning  of  Sale,  and  Catalogues  had  by  en- 
donng  a  stamped-directed  envelope  to  Mr.  J.  C. 
Stevens,  38,  King-street,  Covent-garden. 

BEDFORDSHIRE    POULTRY 
EXHIBITION. 


THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
of  POULTRY  will  take  place  at  the  CORN 
EXCHANGE,  BEDFORD,  on  Tuesday,  the 
3l8t  of  October,  and  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  1st  and  2nd  of  November,  1854. — Forms  of 
Entry  and  Schedules  of  Prizes  may  be  obtained 
on  and  after  the  16th  of  June,  of  the  Secretaries, 
Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allen,  Bedfoid;  and  Mr,  Charles 
Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
close  October  Ist. 

WEST  KENT  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
OF  POULTRY,  &c.,  and  Miscellaneous 
Flower  Show  (open  to  all  England),  under 
most  distininushed  patronage,  will  take  place  in 
the  Market  Field,  FARNI^fGHAM,  on  Tuesday, 
(private  view^,  June  20th,  1854,  and  following 
day.  Subscription  tickets  of  admission  (available 
on  both  days),  5i.  each.  Lists  of  Prizes  and  Cer- 
tificates of  Entry  for  Poultry,  &c.,  are  now  ready, 
and  may  be  had  on  application,  post-paid,  to  the 
Secretary,  B.  Thomas.  For  Scbeduies  of  Prizes 
for  Flowers,  &e.,  apply  to  Mr.  Alfrbd  Lock- 
TKR,  Hon.  See.,  Faniingham.  The  Entries  will 
dose  on  the  5th  of  June* 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Management, 

Baptists  Thomas,  Sec. 
Committee  Room,  Lion  Inn, 
Famingbam. 

POULTRY  SHOW,  BIDEFORD,  DEVON, 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
the  27th  and  28th  June  instant. 

John  Jonbs,  Secretary. 
Bideford,  June  5th,  1854. 
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titilliam   dray    and    co.'s 
tV    patent   wire    fencing, 

strong  enough  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.    Price  2d.  per  square  foot 

Ordinary  "Wire  Netting,  from  2^.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  William  Dray  and  Co., 
Agricultural  Implement  Manufiacturers, 
Swan-lane,  Upper  Thames-street 
London. 


THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
of  the  SOUTH  HANTS  POULTRY 
ASSOCIATION  wUl  we  held  at  SOUTH- 
AMPTON, on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the 
30th  and  31st  of  August,  1854.  Prize  Lists  are 
now  ready,  and  may  be  had  by  enclosing  a  stamp- 
directed  envelope  to 
J.  D.  Bradford,  Secretary,  Southampton. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  lid.,  2 yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  wi^  remittance,  punctimlly  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  bad  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  fiicility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARB  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dows»te- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING  FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 


HARROWGATE  POULTRY  SHOW,  1854. 
Open  to  All  England. 

THE  SOCIETY  will  hold  its  first  Show  in  the 
CHELTENHAM  GROUNDS,  Low  Har- 
rowgate,  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  July.  Entries 
close  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  of  June. 

Prize  Lists  and  Forms  of  Entry  may  be  ob- 
tained, by  sending  a  durected  stamped  envelope, 
to  Mr.  James  Pullan,  jun..  Secretary  to  the 
Poultry  Society,  Harrowgate. 


SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY-HOUSE,  £4, 
consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.  The  above  are 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  by 
any  ordinary  labourer.  Wire  work  from  6  to  15 
inches  wide,  6fd.  per  square  yard,  to  enclose 
poultry,  &c.— R.  Richardson,  21,  Tonbridge- 
place.  New-road,  near  King's-cross.  N.B. 
Maker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants ;  drawings  of  21  Emi- 
grants'houses,  and  28  Summer-houses,  sent  free. 


Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

SixLines 3s.  Od. 

For  every  additional  Line  ....   Os.  4d. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  38. 3d.; 
payable  in  advance  bypost-office  order  to  Geobok 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-street,  Covent-garden, 
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Poultry  Shows. 


I  West  Kent  Association,  at  Famingham,  Tues- 
I  day,  June  20th,  and  following  day.  Secretary, 
.   Baptiste  Thomas,  Esq.    Entries  are  closed. 

)  Vale  of  Taunton  Deane  Horticultural  Society, 
in  the  Vivary  Park,  Taunton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  June  2l8t  and  22nd.  Honorary  Se- 
cretary, John  Kingsbury,  Esq.,  10,  Hammet- 
street,  Taunton.    Entries  are  closed. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Society,  June 
27th  and  28th.  Secretaries,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  Public 
Library,  Plymouth,  and  C.  Hancock,  Esq., 
Emma-place,  Stonehouse.    Entries  are  closed. 

I  Bideford  Poultry  Show.  First  Meeting,  Tues- 
'  day  and  Wednesday,  June  27th  and  28th.  Secre- 
I  tary,  John  Jones,  Esq. 

I  Harrogate  First  Exhibition,  Wednesday  and 
,  Thursday,  the  5th  and  6th  of  July,  in  the  Royal 
!  Cheltenham  Grounds,  Low  Harrogate.  Secre- 
'  tary,  Mr.  James  Pullan,  Promenade-square.  En- 
>  tries  close,  Wednesday,  June  21st. 
I  Royal  Agricultural  Societ]^  of  England.  An- 
nual (bounty  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Mondav,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
•  tary,  J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  are 
,  closed. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties :  Third 


Annual  Exhibition,  25th,  26th,  and  27th  of  July. 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Brand,  Esq.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

'  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.    Entries  close  July  19fch. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  in  connexion  with  the 
Northamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county).  Secretaries,  Messrs.  Freeman  & 
Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion, in  conjunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'cSwarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.    The  First  Show  will  take  place 
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October  3rd,  4thj  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Messrs. T.Wootton  andJ. D. Muddi- 
man.  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Corn  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  Slst 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  J.  T. 
R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr.  C.  Howard,  Bidden- 
ham,  near  Bedford.  Entries  close  October  Ist. 
The  Schedule  will  be  ready  Jane  16th. 

Reading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Reading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  Association,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hansel,  Esq.   Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.^  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's. 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  close 
January  1st. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mittees  of  Poultry  Shows  will  favour  us  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedules.  ThesCy  and 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  **  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead.** 


Everything  on  earth,  it  is  said,  is 
regulated  by  the  laws  of  harmony,  and  all 
should  be  able  to  detect  a  glaring  contrast 
in  colour.  We  are  led  to  make  this  remark 
from  observing,  at  recent  poultry  shows, 
that  meritorious  birds  are  of  necessity 
passed  over  by  the  judges,  on  account  of 
the  flagrant  deviations  from  this  admitted 
rule  of  harmonious  selection.  Contrast 
may  be  desirable  in  a  picture,  but  uni- 
formity is  essential  in  a  pen  of  poultry. 


The  rules  by  which  the  different  classes 
are  judged  are  now  tolerably  well  under- 
stood by  those  exhibitors  who  will  take  the 
pains  either  to  study  them  or  to  observe 
the  decisions  of  the  judges.  It  is  not  re- 
quired in  three  birds  that  one  should  be  a 
servile  copy  of  the  other,  but  they  should 
be  similar,  and  the  cock  should,  to  any 
moderately  practised  eye,  be  evidently  of 
the  same  breed.  We  have  frequently  im- 
pressed on  our  readers  the  importance  of 
attention  to  this  point,  but,  as  some  of 
our  correspondence  would  seem  to  show 
we  have  not  done  so  sufliciently,  we  have, 
at  the  request  of  two  eminent  judges, 
made  it  the  subject  of  our  first  article  this 
week.  A  disappointed  exhibitor  writes 
that  his  birds  were  disqualified  because  it 
was  said  the  cock  was  cinnamon  and  the 
hens  buff,  and  yet  he  says  the  class  was 
for  "  buff  and  cinnamon."  It  is  true  both 
shades  are  eligible  to  compete,  but  the  pen 
must  be  composed  of  one  only.  Every  col- 
lection, whether  of  three  or  more  birds, 
should  be  such  as  would  start  the  pur- 
chaser with  a  pure  breed,  and  give  hopes 
of  producing  birds  resembling  themselves, 
but  this  result  will  be  at  least  doubtful  if 
the  parents  do  not  match. 

However  unacquainted  amateurs  may 
be  with  the  nicer  points  of  distinction  in 
poultry,  no  one  can  be  unable  to  match 
colours.  There  may  sometimes  be  difficulty 
about  the  cocks,  and  we  therefore  propose, 
at  times,  while  the  exhibitions  are  going  on, 
to  repeat  the  instructions  we  have  already 
given  on  this  head.  We  thereby  hope  to 
prevent  disappointment  to  exhibitors,  and 
to  lessen  the  troubles  of  the  judges  after 
their  decisions  have  been  made  known. 
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'  Schedule  of  the  Thirsk  Poultry  Show. 

'  The  first  annual  exhibition  of  the  Thirsk 
;  Poultry  Society,  will  (as  mentioned  in  our 
'  List  of  Poultry  Shows   last  week)   take 

place  in  the  Castle-yard,  on  the  20th  and 
I  21st  of  September.  The  show  is  projected 
'  under  high  auspices,  and,  as  chairman  of 

the  committee,  we  notice  the  name  of  the 
,  Rev.  Robert  Pulleine,  one  which  will  be 
\  familiar  to  amateurs,  from  this  gentleman's 
I  having  frequently  acted  as  judge  at  our 

poultry  shows.  The  show  is  to  be  held  in 
I  conjunction  with  that  of  the  Floral  and 

Horticultural  Society,  and  the  prizes 
I  offered  are — 


PRIZE    LIST. 

Spanish. 
Class. 

1.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

2.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets 


1*/. 
£1. 
15s. 


Dorking  (Coloured). 

3.  Best  .Cock  and  two  Hens 

4.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pallets 


£1. 
15s. 


Dorking  (White). 
5.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 


.    158. 


2nd, 

10s. 

5s. 


10s. 

58. 


5s. 


Cochin  China  (Cinnamon  and  Bafi[). 

6.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens         . .   £1.  . . 

7.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . .   15s.  . . 


10s. 
5s. 


Cochin  China  (Brown  and  Partridge  Feathered). 

8.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .   £1.  . .   10s. 

9.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . .   158.  . .     58. 


Cochin  China  (White). 

10.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .   £1. 

11.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . .    15s. 


10s. 

58. 


The  following  Jive  Classes  of  any  Age. 
Malay. 
12.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .   15s.  . . 


5s. 


Game  Fowl  (Black-breasted  and  other  Reds. 
13.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        ...   15s. 


Game  Fowl  (White  and  Piles). 
14.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .    15s. 


Game  Fowl  (Duckwings  and  other  Greys  and 

Blues). 
15.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       . .   15s. 


Game  Fowl  (Black  and  Brassy  Winged, 
Cltus.  except  Greys).  \st,      2nd. 

16.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       . .   Ids. 


Hamburg  (Golden-spangled). 

17.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .   158. 

18.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . .   lOs. 


Hamburg  (Silver-spangled). 

19.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .    15s. 

20.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . .   10s. 


Hamburg  (Golden-pencilled). 

21.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .   15s. 

22.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets    . .     10s. 


Hamburg  (Silver-pencilled). 

23.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        ..    15s. 

24.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . .   lOs. 


PoLANDS  (Golden). 

25.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

26.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . . 


PoLANDs  (Silver). 

27.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 

28.  Best  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . 


158. 

10s. 


15s. 

108. 


PoLANDS  (Black  with  White  Crests). 

29.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .   158. 

30.  Beit  Cock  and  two  Pullets     . .   lOs. 


For  ant  other  Distinct  Breed. 

31.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens        ..   £1. 

N.B.  Brahma  Pootras,  Ptarmigan  and  Anda- 
lusian  Fowls,  &c.  Sec,  to  be  entered  in  this  class. 
Shoiild  several  pens  be  of  particular  merit,  the 
judges  will  be  empowered  to  award  additional 
prizes. 

Bantams  (Laced). 

32.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens       . .   10s. 


5s. 


Bantams  (Any  other  Variety), 


33.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens 


Geese. 
34.  Best  Gander  and  two  Geese 


Ducks  (Aylesbury). 
35.  Best  Drake  and  two  Ducks    . . 


Ducks  (Rouen). 
36.  Best  Drake  and  two  Ducks    . 


lOs. 


15s. 


10s. 


10s. 


'  Ducks  (any  other  variety). 
37.  Best  Drake  and  two  Ducks    . .   lOs. 


Turkeys. 
38.  Best  Cock  and  one  Hen 


£1. 


5s. 


58. 


5s. 


5s. 


5s. 


10s. 
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OuiNXA  Fowl. 
CUui.  Iti.     2nd. 

39.  For  the  best  pair  ..     fts. 

PlOKONS. 

40.  For  the  best  six  of  any  breed. .   lOs.  ..     5s. 

41.  ExT&A  Stock. 


RlGULATIONl. 

5.  Fite  per  cent,  will  be  deducted  from  all 
sales*  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  ex- 
hibition. All  sales  mnst  be  made  tbrongh  the 
Secretary.  If  specimens  are  claimed  by  two  or 
more  persons  at  the  same  time,  the  highest  bidder 
will  be  the  purchaser,  and  the  aurplw  go  to  the 
Societies  funde.  No  sales  can  be  effected  before 
two  o'clock  on  the  first  day  of  exhibition. 

***  Hampers  will  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  birds  and  sold  with  them. 

6.  The  whole  of  the  specimens  mast  be  in  the 
place  of  exhibition  by  eight  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  exhibition.  Exhibitors  at  a  distance, 
or  who  cannot  send  their  lots  in  the  morning  by 
that  time,  most  forward  them  the  previons  even- 
ing, carriage  paid,  addressed  to  the  Secretary. 
Each  pen  of  birds  mast  be  sent  in  a  separate 
hamper. 

7.  Fowls  entered  in  a  wrong  class  or  with 
clipped,  drawn,  or  otherwise  trimmed  plumage, 
will  be  excluded  from  taking  prizes. 

10.  The  entries  must  be  made  with  the  Secre- 
tary on  or  before  the  5th  of  September,  on  a  form 
supplied  by  him  for  the  purpose,  with  a  schedule 
of  prizes  and  regulations,  on  a  receipt  of  a 
stamped  directed  envelope.  The  entrance  fees 
must  be  paid  when  the  entry  is  made,  or  the  pens 
cannot  be  entered  for  competition.  No  altera- 
tion can  be  made  in  the  certificates  after  they 
have  been  received  by  the  Secretary. 

11.  Exhibitors  to  pay  2S.  per  pen  entry.  Cot- 
tagers of  a  rental  not  exceeding  £8  a  year.  Is. 
per  pen. 

12.  Subscribers  or  donors  of  10s.  will  be  en- 
titled to  exhibit  two  pens  free  of  entrance  fee ;  of 
one  pound  and  upwards,  four  pens ;  and  for  every 
additional  pen,  an  entrance  fee  of  2s.  must  be 
paid. 

13.  The  committee  vrish  to  assure  exhibitors 
that  every  care  and  attention  will  be  taken  of 
their  stock,  and  good  and  wholesome  food  given 
to  them  whilst  in  their  possession ;  but  that  they 
will  not  be  answerable  for  -  any  losses  that  may 
occur  from  accident  or  mistake.  No  dogs,  sticks, 
or  umbrellas,  wiU  be  allowed  in  the  plMc  of  ex- 
hibition. 

14.  On  the  first  day,  the  exhibition  will  be 
opened  to  subscribers  or  donors  of  2s.  6d.  and 


upwards,  at  twelve  o'clock.  The  public  will  be 
admitted  at  one  o'clock  at  Is.  each;  and  from 
three  o'clock  till  six  o'clock,  at  6d.  each.  Ad- 
mission on  the  second  day  of  exhibition.  Is.  each. 
The  exhibition  will  dose  on  the  first  day,  at 
6  p.m.,  and  on  the  second  day,  at  2  p.m. 

15.  All  birds  will  be  retamed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  the  show. 

16.  Persons  entering  poultry,  and  failing  to 
send  the  same,  will  be  required  to  pay  2s.  6d.  for 
each  pen  so  left  vacant. 

17.  Exhibitors  in  Class  40,  are  required  to  pro- 
vide their  own  cages. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

Charles  M'cC.  Swabbreck, 

Secretary. 
N.B.  A  Sale  by  Auction  for  Poultry  will  be 
held  on  the  Show  ground,  on  the  second  day 
immediately  after  the  closing  of  the  exhibition. 
Any  persons  desirous  of  disposing  of  their  Stoclc 
are  requested  to  give  notice  to  the  Secretary, 
seven  days  before  the  opening  of  the  exhibition, 
stating  the  description  and  number  of  birds 
for  sale. 

The  Floral  and  Horticultural  Show  will  take 
place  on  the  first  day  only. 


Schedule  of  the  Beading  Show. 

An  exhibition  of  Poultry  will  take  place 
at  Reading,  in  conjunction  with  the  Read- 
ing Cattle  Show,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  November  29  and  30.  For  the 
convenience  of  lady  visitors,  more  espe- 
cially, there  will  be  an  entrance  distinct 
from  that  to  the  cattle  show.  The  day  on 
which  the  entries  close  (October  28)  is 
named  on  the  title-page  of  the  Schedule. 


PRIZE    LIST.  I 

Spanish,  Mature  birds. 
Class.  1*/.        2n(f. 

1.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..   £\  10s...  lOs. 

2.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      . .   £\  10s. . .  IDs. 


Dorking  (Coloured),  Mature  birds. 

3.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   £1  10s. . .  IDs. 

4.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      ..   £1  10s. ..  10s. 


DoaKiNO  (White)  t  Mature  birds. 

5.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   £1  10s. . .  10s. 

6.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      . .   £1  10s. . .  lOs. 
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Cochin  China  (Cinnamon  and  Bnff), 

Mature  birds. 

C^iU9»  Ist*     2nd. 

7.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..  £1  lOs. . .  lOs. 

8.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854     ..  £1  lOs...  lOs. 


Cochin  China  (Brown  and  Partridge), 

Mature  birds. 

9.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..   £1  lOs. ..  lOs. 

10.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854.     ..   £1  10s...  lOs. 


Cochin  Chtna  (White),  Mature  birds. 

11.  BestCockandtwo  Hens  ..  £1  10s...  10s. 

12.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      . .   £1  lOs. . .  10s. 


Brahma  Pootra. 
13.  Cock  and  two  Pullets,  Chickens 

of  1854 £1  lOs...  10s. 


Malay,  any  age. 
14.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..  £1  lOs...  10s. 


Gamb  Fowl  (White,  Piles,  Duckwings,  and 
Greys),  Mature  birds. 

15.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..   £1  10s. ..  10s. 

16.  Ditto  Chickens  of  18^4      . .   £1  10s.  ^ .  10s. 

Game  Fowls  (Black,  Black-breasted,  and  other 
Beds),  Mature  birds. 

17.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   £1  10s. . .  10s. 

18.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      . .   £1  lOi. ..  lOs. 

Goldbn-pencilled  Hamburg,  Mature  birds. 

19.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   £1  lOs. . .  10s. 

20.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      . .   £1  10s. . .  lOi. 


Golden-spangled  Hamburg,  Mature  birds. 

21.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   £1  10s. . .  lOs. 

22.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      . .   £1  10s. . .  10s. 


Silver-pencilled  Hamburg,  Mature  birds. 

!  23.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..   £1  10s. ..  lOs. 

24.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      ..   £1  10s...  lOs. 

1  Silver-spangled  Hamburgs,  Mature  birds. 
I  25.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .   £1  lOs. . .  10s. 

26.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      ..  £1  lOs...  10s. 

I    Poland  Fowl  (Black,  white  Crests),  Mature 
;  birds. 

27.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens   . .   £1  10s. . .  10s. 

28.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854   ...   £1  10s...  10s. 

I         Poland  Fowl  (Golden),  Mature  birds. 
<  29.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  £1  10s. . .  10s. 

30.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      . .  £1  10s. . .  10s. 

Poland  Fowl  (Silver),  Mature  birds. 

31.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  ..  £1  10s...  10s. 

32.  Ditto  Chickens  of  1854      ..  £1  10s...  10s. 


Bantams  (Gold-Iaoed). 
Cia99.  lit.      2nd. 

33.  BestCockandtwo  Hens  ..  £0  10s...    5s. 


Bantams  (SiWer-laoed). 
34.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  £0  10s. . 


5s. 


Bantams  (White). 
35.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  . .  £0  lOs. . .    5s. 


Bantams  (Black). 
36.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens.  . .  £0  10s. 


5s. 


Geese. 

37.  Best  Gander  and  two  Geese   £1    Os. ..  lOs. 


Ducks  (White  Aylesbury). . 
38.  Best  Drake  and  two  Ducks    £1    Os. . .  10s. 


Ducks  (Rouen). 

39.  Best  Drake  and  two  Ducks    £1    Oi. . .  10s. 

Turkeys,  Mature  birds. 

40.  Best  Turkey  Cock  and  two 

Hens         £1  10s...  10s. 

41.  Ditto,  Birds  hatched  in  1854  £1  10s. ..  10s. 


From  those  of  the  regulations  which  are 
too  generally  introduced  to  need  repetition, 
we  give  the  following  extracts.  ^^  Chickens 
of  1854  cannot  be  shown  as  mature  birds." 
^*  It  is  at  the  option  of  the  owners  to  place 
on  their  pens  *  Not  for  Sale.' "  "  Ten  per 
cent,  will  be  deducted  from  the  sales." 

The  remainder  of  the  regulations  are  : — 

8.  Specimens  may  be  sent  firom  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

9.  The  certificates  of  entry  and  prize  list  will 
be  ready  on  the  28th  September,  and  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  on 
forwarding  two  penny  postage  stamps. 

10.  No  entries  can  be  received  unless  they  are 
made  on  the  forms  of  certificate  issued  for  that 
purpose.  The  entries  dose  on  Saturday,  28th 
October. 

11.  Exhibitors  to  pay  38.  for  each  pen,  when 
the  entry  is  made,  except  for  Classes  33,  34,  35, 
and  36,  in  which  the  entrance  will  be  Is.  fid.  for 
each  pen. 

12.  All  Bggs  laid  during  the  exhibition  will  be 
destroyed. 

13.  All  Poultry  must  be  in  the  Show  Yard  on 
Tuesday,  the  28th  November,  by  Nine  o'clock, 
but  specimens  will  also  be  received  during  the 
whole  of  Monday,  the  27th  of  November.  The 
baskets,  hampers,  &c.,  must  be  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  {the  carriage  in  all  ea»e%  being 
premmuly  paid  by  the  Exhibitor), 
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14.  No  specimens  can  be  removed  until  after 
three  o'clock  on  the  second  day  of  the  Exhibition, 
after  which  time.  Poultry  will  be  returned  with- 
out delay.  ' 

The  Annual  Dinner  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  the  29th  of  November,  being  the 
first  day  of  the  Exhibition. 

The  Prize  Lists  of  Cattle,  Sheep,  and  Pigs, 
may  be  had  on  application  to 

Hon.  Sec.  Mr.  Rupert  Clarke, 

Solicitor,  Reading. 


II 


Schedule  of  the  Bideford  Show.  , 

The  first  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  27th  and 
28th  of  June.  Being  pressed  for  space,  we 
extract  the  following  items  from  the  regu- 
lations. Fees  for  pens,  &c.,  2s.  6d.,  for 
all  fowls  except  Polands,  barn-door  fowls, 
bantams,  and  ducks,  for  which  it  is  Is.  6d. ; 
for  pigeons,  Is.  Entries  closed  June  10th. 
Subscribers  of  6s.  can  exhibit  free.  The 
specimens  must  be  at  the  exhibition  on 
Monday,  June  the  26th.  All  prizes  and 
the  amount  of  sales  mil  be  paid  during  the 
second  day^  on  application  to  the  Secretary, 

First  and  second  prizes  of  20s.  and  10s. 
are  offered  for  a  cock  and  two  hens  of 
Spanish,  coloured  Dorking,  white  Dorking, 
Cochin  China  (bufiF  or  cinnamon),  Cochins 
(brown  or  partridge),  and  game.  One 
prize  of  10s.  for  a  pen  of  four  chickens  of 
any  kind.  Two  prizes  of  15s.  and  6s.  for 
golden  Ham'burg  (pencilled  and  spangled 
mixed),  silver  ditto,  gold  and  silver  Po- 
lands, and  for  turkeys  and  geese.  Prizes  of 
10s.  and  6s.  for  white -crested  Polands, 
barn-door  fowls,  bantams  (any  colour), 
And  ducks.  Prizes  of  2s.  6d.  for  each  kind 
of  pigeons. 

The  schedule  adds,  prizes  may  be  given 
to  white  Cochins,  10s.  Best  pen  not 
classed,  10s. 

Admission  fees : — Tuesday,  twelve  tiU 
two  o'clock,  28. ;  from  two  till  five.  Is. 

Wednesday,  ten  till  one,  Is. ;  from  one 
till  ii^^,  6d. 

John  Jones,  Esq.,  is  the  Secretary. 


Notes  by  "Aleotor." 

The  common  duck  occupies  a  similar 
position  to  the  dunghill  fowl.  I  cannot, 
however,  but  think,  that  if  taken  in  hand 
and  cultivated,  some  good,  useful,  and 
handsome  varieties  might  be  ^established. 
I  have  often  seen  very  fine  specimens  of 
a  bluish  grey  and  a  brownish  yellow, 
which,  provided  that  they  bred  true  to 
colour,  would  prove  desirable  additions. 
Then,  again,  why  should  top -knots  be 
considered  as  ornamental  to  some  fowls, 
and  discreditable  to  all  ducks?  It  v^rent 
to  my  heart  once,  when  judge  at  a  poultry 
show,  to  pass  over  a  pen  of  fine  yellow 
ducks  with  perfectly  white  cotton  globes 
on  their  heads  ;  but  the  cowardly  thought 
prevailed  in  my  mind  of  "  What  wiU 
Mrs.  Grundy  say?"-  and  so  I  left  them 
unnoticed  and  unrewarded.  Would  that 
a  leviathan  grower  in  the  duck  line  would 
try  and  do  something  in  this  matter. 

As  everything  in  nature  is  intended  to 
serve  some  purpose,  I  should  like  to  be 
informed  for  what  object  does  the  mal- 
lard disguise  himself  in  female  apparel  at 
this  season  of  the  year?  Sometimes  in 
June  he  moults  into  a  quiet  domino  dress, 
and,  but  for  his  voice,  would  hardly  be 
distinguished  from  his  mate.  Scarcely  is 
the  change  eflFected  when  he  begins  to  cast 
it  off  again,  and  in  the  month  of  August 
he  "  moves  every  inch  "  a  mallard.  Has 
this  transmutation  of  plumage  anything 
to  do  with  affording  facilities  for  conceal- 
ment during  the  breeding  season  ?  If  so, 
it  would  go  to  prove  that  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  theory  of  our  farm-yards 
being  originally  supplied  from  the  wild 
stock.  By  the  way,  is  the  wild  duck 
polygamous,  or,  like  ourselves,  more  than 
contented  with  one  wife  ? 

And  herfe  I  would  recommend  no  one 
to  keep  ducks,  who  has  not  the  means  of 
separating  them  from  his  fowls.  When 
fed  togetner,  the  latter  are  much  in  the 
predicament  of  the  stork  w^hen  he  was 
invited  by  the  fox  to  take  his  dinner  off  a 
platter.     Like  Amine,  the  ghoul,  fowls 
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pick  grain  by  grain,  but  a  duck  does  his 
work  like  a  navvy,  by  the  shovelful. 
Their  appetite  being  very  great,  they  re- 
quire a  large  range  to  enable  them  to  pick 
up  a  fair  proportion  of  their  own  keep, 
and  if  this  space  cannot  be  afforded,  they 
will  generally  be  found  an  unprofitable 
investment.  The  following  is  an  experi- 
ment that  I  once  practised  upon  the  alder- 
manic  properties  of  one  of  the  species.  An 
old  one-eyed  drake  was  a  great  favourite 
of  mine,  and,  more  fortunate  than  some 
people,  my  attachment  was  reciprocated, 
though  I  fear  that  the  reciprocity,  as  is 
sometimes  the  case,  was  founded  on  "  cup- 
board love ; "  for  his  affection  always 
seemed  to  depend  upon  the  state  of  his 
crop  ;  if  that  was  full,  all  the  notice  that 
he  vouchsafed  to  give  me  was  a  noncha- 
lant wink  of  the  under  eye-lid,  much  in 
the  same  way  as  3'our  intimate  friend  half 
cuts  you  with  a  cool  nod,  if  he  happens 
to  be  sauntering  down  St.  James's  with 
a  "real  live  lord:"  on  the  contrary,  if 
hungry  (and  he  was  a  decided  disciple  of 
TorriceUi*s  axiom,  "  that  Nature  abhors  a , 
vacuum  "),  I  no  sooner  entered  the  farm- 
yard, than  he  used  quietly  to  make  up  to 
me  in  a  circuitous,  unostentatious  kind  of 
way,  in  order  to  conceal,  I  presume,  his 
object  from  his  congeners,  and  looking  up 
into  my  face  with  a  begging  spaniel's  ex- 
pression, and  a  low  sharp  quack,  old 
Cyclops,  as  I  called  him,  used  to  say,  as 
plainly  as  ever  duck  spoke,  "  Come,  old 
fellow,  give  us  a  snail."  On  the  occasion 
to  which  I  refer,  I  determined  to  test  his 
powers  to  the  utmost.  Nineteen  snails,  of 
all  sorts,  sizes,  and  sexes,  did  he  with 
almost  unabated  avidity  devour ;  but 
the  twentieth,  which  would  have  been  a 
serious  undertaking  under  any  circum- 
stances, pvoved  a  stopper  Qn  this  occasion ; 
at  first  he  gently  took  up  the  victim,  one 
of  the  large  brown  garden  kind,  "as  if" 
(in  accordance  with  honest  old  Isaac 
Walton's  injunction  about  frog  baits)  "he 
loved  him ;"  then  he  held  him  softly  in 
his  bill,  as  though  he  expected,  or  rather 
hoped,  that  the  snaU  would  find  his  owh 


way  down.  Recovering  from  his  delusion, 
he  summoned  up  his  failing  powers  in  an 
ineffectual  attempt  to  bolt  him  ;  then,  like 
a  boa,  he  lubricated  him  in  some  water, 
but  to  no  purpose,  his  powers  of  degluti- 
tion were  almost  gone  ;  the  prey  dropped 
from  his  beak,  he  looked  at  it,  turned 
away,  came  back,  moved  on,  returned, 
went  off;,  shall  I  go  on?  No.  Like 
Gaveston^  Spencer,  Rochester,  and  others, 
I  fear  he  was  a  favourite  whose  character 
would  not  bear  strict  investigation.  He 
was,  "not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  upon 
it,"  a  mallard  of  lax  morals  in  his  domes- 
tic character  as  a  husband  and  father. 
For  a  long  time  I  was  puzzled  to  account 
for  his  absence  for  some  hours  together; 
but  one  day,  catching  a  glimpse  of  him 
going  under  the  gate  of  a  farm-yard  some 
distance  from  home,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
following  him ;  to  my  surprise,  I  found 
that,  not  content  with  a  full  complement 
of  wives  at  home,  he  was  in  the  almost 
daily  practice  of  invading  the  domestic 
happiness  of  some  one  or  other  of  his 
neighbours,  insomuch,  that  not  a  drake 
wimin  half  a  mile  but  had  been  called 
upon  to  do  battle,  but  in  vain,  pro  aquis  et 
focis.  As  this  is  the  only  instance  I  ever 
knew  of  a  common  drake  quitting  his 
home  without  being  driven  off  by  one  of 
his  own  sex,  I  have  thought  the  fact  woi-th 
mentioning.  Poor  Cyclops's  end  was  as 
untimely  as  merited.  Returning  from 
one  of  his  excursions,  he  fell  into  a  rut 
in  the  lane,  and  before  he  could  extricate 
himself  he  was  converted  into  a  pan-cake 
by  a  passing  cart-wheel,  "to  the  great 
grief  (or  joy)  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure 
of  his  acquaintance,"  as  the  newspaper 
obituaries  remark. 

As  regards  rearing  ducklings,  I  would 
simply  recommend  that  they  be  kept  from 
the  water  for  at  least  a  fortnight  in  fine, 
and  a  month  in  cold  weather.  If  more 
than  one  brood  is  out  at  the  same  time, 
the  old  birds  should  be  cooped,  as  a  duck's 
bite  is  almost  certain  death.  If  you  wish 
to  rear  ducks  for  breeding  purposes,  do 
not  hatch   thein  under    a    nen.     Many 
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persons  always  clip  the  tails  of  ducklings 
as  soon  as  hatch^.  It  may  be  a  bene- 
ficial operation,  and  can  certainly  do  no 
harm. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  duck  that 
perch,  of  which  I  shall  proceed  to  describe 
the  Musk,  the  only  one  on  which  I  feel 
myself  Qualified  to  speak.  The  Pintail  and 
Wood  duck,  with  many  other  varieties, 
I  must  leave  to  abler  hands.  Speaking  as 
a  man  rather  than  an  ornithologist,  I 
must  pronounce  the  Musk  duck  to  be  a 
beast.  Where  there  is  an  absence  of 
water,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  keep 
them,  as  they  are  as  little  of  aquatic  birds 
as  anything  with  webbed  feet  can  well 
be.  They  do  not  lay  so  well  as  the  com- 
mon ducK,  and  their  eggs  are  smaller.  In- 
stead of  being  white,  or  green,  or  pale  blue, 
or  blackish,  they  are  buff  coloured,  and, 
as  well  as  I  can  remember  (for  it  is  long 
since  I  kept  them),  they  seem  to  be  af- 
fected with  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  the 
form  of  minute  specks.  Their  colour  is 
in  general  black,  or  black  and  white, 
though  I  have  seen  them  pure  white. 
They  seldom  utter  any  other  sound  than 
a  low  hiss,  and  are  so  lazy  that  it  requires 
some  strong  excitement  to  induce  them  to 
quack.  They  are  a  type  of  quaint  old 
Fuller's  dog,  who  was  so  indolent,  that  he 
used  to  support  himself  against  a  wall 
when  he  exerted  himself  to  bark.  I  do 
not  know  or  care  whence  the  Musk  duck 
comes  or  goes,  as  he  is  of  little  use  whether 
alive  or  dead.  In  the  latter  case,  he  tastes 
very  strong  unless  killed  at  an  early  age. 
As  they  will  cross  with  the  common  duck, 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  breed  for  the 
table;  but  the  produce  must  be  killed 
young,  which  course  would  anticipate  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  addition 
to  the  size.  Whether  the  cross  is  produc- 
tive, I  cannot  say,  as,  though  I  have  had 
them,  I  never  attempted  to  perpetuate  the 
breed. 

Here  ends  my  gossip  about  ducks. 

The  dinner's  waiting,  I  am  tired, 
Says  reader,  "  So  am  I." 


Hints  to  Poultry  Show  Committees. 

Leaving  the  workers  and  their  appli- 
ances, I  must  now  look  to  the  things  to  be 
operated  upon ;  of  course  the  feeders  will 
have  attended  to  the  animal  wants  of  the 
birds  during  the  latter  part  of  the  dajr*  and 
will  be  ready  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
packing,  by  opening  the  pens  and  placing 
the  birds  in  the  nampers  ready  to  hi 
fastened  up. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  for  all  the 
baskets  to  be  drawn  out  of  concealment 
and  placed  in  front  of  the  pens ;  next,  every 
card  must  be  turned,  in  order  to  show  the 
owner's  return  address  ;  then  the  secretary, 
or  a  committee-man,  must  cast  a  careful 
eye  over  each  card,  and  see  that  it  has  an 
address,  for  notwithstanding  the  very  clear 
instructions  generally  sent  with  Uie  address 
cards  to  e^ibitors,  many  parties  will 
neglect  them  and  send  in  their  h&mpers 
without  any  return  address ;  this  of  course 
wilt  have  to  be  done  if  found  omitted,  the 
^salesman  at  the  same  time  will  go  his 
''  round  with  his  purchasers'  addresses  ar- 
ranged numerically,  and  get  them  fastened 
on.  Now  all  is  ready,  and  all  fall  to  work 
with  good  will :  a  feeder  or  some  person 
practically  acquainted  with  the  proper 
mode  of  handling  birds,  takes  them  out  of 
the  pen,  a  packer  holding  the  lid  of  the 
hamper  so  as  to  secure  it  against  the  certain 
attempts  to  escape  (particularly  made  by 
the  Hamburg  and  the  game  birds) ; 
another  packer  stands  by  ready  to  assist 
the  feeder,  by  holding  the  pen-door  and 
preventing  escape  thence.  Tne  birds  being 
safely  placed  m  the  hamper,  the  two 
packers  immediately  sew  down  the  lid,  and 
the  address-card  if  requisite.  Two  other 
packers  stand  ready  for  the  next  pen,  and 
if  they  are  eood  workmen,  three  pairs  of 
packers  will  keep  one  pen-emptier  bu^, 
and  just  s^ive  him  time  to  stretch  hb  back 
occasionally.  The  committee-men  may,  if 
willing,  be  actively  engaged  in  paclung, 
but  I  think  their  time  may  be  more  profit- 
ably employed  in  seeing  tnat  others  work. 
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for  amongst  so  many,  there  are  certain  to 
be  some  bad  characters ;  after  working 
Hiree  Hours,  let  all  rest  for  half-an-hour 
(not  more)  and  have  refreshment,  then 
work  for  the  same  period  again.  AH  the 
birds  being  at  length  in  their  hampers, 
secured  and  directed,  some  one  must  see 
that  the  birds  are  secured,  not  by  looking, 
but  by  testing,  or  their  equanimity  will  most 
certainly  be  disturbed  by  a  sort  of  resur- 
rection unlooked  for,  and  proclaimed  by  a 
crow  equally  uncalled  for,  and  of  all  places 
to  catch  a  stray  bird  in,  none  is  more  diffi- 
cult than  a  poultry  show-room. 

The  next  move  is  to  get  the  lots  belong- 
ing to  each  owner  into  a  separate  pile  by 
itself,  and  now  the  indexes  come  into  use : 
one  committee-man  takes,  say  thd  A,  B,  C, 
and  turning  to  his  book,  sees  that  Mr. 
Andrews  will  want  5,  20,  27,  90,  350 ; 
he  sends  his  porters  for  them  and  gets  them 
altogether  in  one  heap,  so  that  when  Mr.  A. 
comes  his  birds  are  already  waiting ;  no 
searching  and  seeking,  but  ready  waiting 
for  him,  and  not  as  too  often  that  he  has  to 
wait  for  them.  Some  exhibitors  will  have 
large  lots,  twenty-five  or  thirty  packages, 
and  the  care  and  relief  the  plan  I  hint  will 
give  can  only  be  appreciated  when  tried. 

The  committee  will  have  had  time  to 
carry  out  these  arrangements  by  6  a.m., 
and  the  next  step  I  recommend  is  for  them 
to  engage  carts  or  vans,  and  send  off  to 
the  railway  stations  all  the  birds  that  have 
to  go  by  the  different  lines.  It  is  no  use 
asking  the  railway  companies  to  send  for 
the  birds  —  they  may  or  may  not,  or 
may  send  when  the  committee  are  most 
busy  with  the  birds  near  home ;  take  my 
advice,  secure  some  carters  beforehand, 
and  as  early  as  possible  get  off  all  birds  to 
be  sent  by  rail,  especially  those  to  a  dis- 
tance. Having  your  birds  in  lots,  it  will  be 
easy  to  make  up  separate  loads  for  various 
lines  and  towns,  and  the  railway  people 
will  be  less  likely  to  missend  any  hampers. 
All  the  purchased  birds  should  be  sent  off 
amongst  the  first  lots,  for  they  will  not  be 
in  the  Index,  and  moreover  you  owe  their 
new  owners  a  good  turn. 


I  before  mentioned  that  many  parties 
would  not  pay  all  the  carriage  charges  on 
their  birds :  the  secretary  will,  if  he  has 
followed  my  hints,  have  written  for  re- 
payment ;  if  the  sum  has  not  been  re- 
mitted, keep  that  man's  birds  until  he 
sends  the  amount,  or  until  the  railway 
company  will  pay  it,  and  put  it  to  the 
charge  "  paid  over  ;*'  if  once  you  part  with 
the  birds,  your  chance  of  repayment  is 
gone.  Many,  alas,  many  styled  gentle- 
men, turn  a  very  deaf  ear  to  applications 
for  repayment ;  but  now  that  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle  "  is  so  widely  circulated  through 
the  country,  societies  will  have  a  protec- 
tion against  these  and  all  other  defaulters 
and  evil-doers,  for  I  trust  that  you  will  not 
hesitate  to  make  public  all  cases  of  fraud 
or  dishonourable  conduct  connected  with 
poultry  exhibitions,  for  unless  their  inte- 
grity of  principle  and  purity  of  action  are 
upheld  with  a  very  strong  hand,  they  will 
become  a  nuisance  instead  of  a  benefit,  and, 
that  too  speedily — must  succumb  to  the 
evils  which  have  ruined  that  truly  British 
sport,  horse  racing. 

I  believe  that  the  stock  of  "Hints"  which 
you  so  kindly  invited  me  to  lay  before 
your  readers,  is  now  nearly  exhausted,  and 
fear  that  many  of  your  friends  will  think 
I  have  occupied  too  large  a  space ;  but 
should  there  be  any  one  who  requires  an 
explanation  or  a  hint,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
supply  it  through  your  columns,  and  in 
conclusion,  must  "hint"  that  the  surest 
way  to  secure  the  present  and  future  pros- 
penty  of  any  poultry  exhibition,  is,  to  pay 
the  prize  premiums  and  judges'  expenses 
the  day  of  the  show,  and  all  the  claims 
as  soon  after  as  possible ;  and  whatever 
promises  are  made  to  exhibitors,  to  the 
public,  or  to  purchasers,  must  be  kept  at 
whatever  inconvenience,  labour,  or  cost, 
it  may  be  to  the  committee ;  and  that 
whereas  the  close  attention  to  these  last 
golden  rules,  sooner  or  later,  will  secure  the 
prosperity  of  a  show,  so  the  evading  or 
neglect  of  any  one  will  speedily  cause  the 
downfall  of  tlie  most  ''promising"  society. 

W.  W. 
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The  Poultry  Maid. 

CHAPTER  II. — HONBSTY  AND  FIDELITT. 

Having  in  the  first  chapter  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  No.  13  of  the  "Poultry  Chronicle/' 
strongly  recommended  the  amateur  to  trv 
the  plan  of  entrusting  the  care  of  his  poul- 
try to  an  industrious,  careful,  conscien- 
tious little  girl,  I  now  intend  to  address 
two  or  three  chapters  to  young  girls  who 
may  be  appointed  to  this  task,  and,  in  so 
doing,  I  begin  with  honesty  and  fidelity, 
as  qualities  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
persons  of  any  calling  in  life,  and  in  ser- 
vants in  any  situation,  but  more  especially 
in  those  to  whom  the  charge  of  living 
things  is  confided. 

When  I  speak  of  honesty,  I  mean  it  to 
be  understood  in  its  most  extended  sense 
of  trustworthiness,  at  all  times  and  under 
all  circumstances.  No  doubt  it  will  have 
been  ascertained,  in  the  first  instance,  that 
a  girl  thus  taken  is  honest,  in  the  more 
confined  sense  of  the  word,  of  not  helping 
herself  to  what  does  not  belong  to  her :  1 
will  suppose  that  she  has  entered  the 
family  with  a  good  character,  comes  of 
honest  parents,  and  would  no  more  think 
of  taking  corn  and  eggs  belonging  to  her 
employer,  than  she  would  of  taking  his 
money  if  it  were  left  in  her  way.  But 
that  undeviating  honesty, — that  tnorou^h 
integrity  which  have  their  foundation  m 
religion  and  good  principle,  must  be  her 
constant  guide,  not  only  in  keeping  her 
hands  from  picking  and  stealing,  but  in 
infiuencing  her  to  a  constant  endeavour 
to  do  her  duty  by  her  charge  when  she  is 
entirely  unwatched  by  the  eye  of  man, 
and  totake  care  that  neither  her  master's 
property  nor  his  good  name  shall  ever 
suffer  through  her  carelessness. 

Most  amateurs  of  the  present  day,  who 
possess  poultry  of  choice  kinds,  sell  the 

Sroduce  in  the^hape  of  eggs  and  chickens. 
Tow,  whether  the  eggs  are  sold  or  hatched 
at  home,  the  carelessness  of  those  who  have 
charge  of  the  fowls,  and  whose  duty  it  is 
to  collect  the  eggs,  may  produce  mistakes 


and  mischances  which  will  prove  exces- 
sively annoying  to  the  person  who  has 
sold  them,  as  well  as  to  the  buyer.  It  will 
readily  be  guessed  how  vexatious  it  must 
be  to  an  amateur,  and  also  to  those  to 
whom  he  has  sold  eggs,  if  his  Spanish  ' 
fowls  produce  chickens  with  feathered 
legs,  if  chicks  from  his  Cochins  sport 
crested  heads  or  Dorking  toes,  or  if  his 
Brahma  Pootra  fowls  throw  Partridge 
Cochin  chickens.  Yet  all  these  incon- 
gruous and  most  mortifying  results  may 
arise  from  temporary  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  a  girl,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 
care  of  the  fowls  and  to  collect  and  mark 
the  eggs. 

Lovers  of  choice  kinds  of  poultry  are 
very  glad  to  purchase  eggs  from  other 
amateurs  at  prices  varying  from  sixpence 
to  seven  shillings  each.  When  we  buy 
eggs  at  a  price  like  this,  we  naturally 
bestow  on  them  the  greatest  possible  care. 
We  place  them  under  a  hen  which  we 
think  will  do  her  duty  well,  and  watch 
them  with  the  greatest  interest.  If.  the 
eggs  produce  a  parcel  of  mongrel  chickens, 
our  vexation  against  the  person  from 
whom  we  bought  the  eggs  is  propoiiioned 
to  our  disappointment. 

Mischances  of  this  sort  are  sure  to  arise, 
if  the  person  who  has  charge  of  the  fowls 
be  not  very  careful.  If,  therefore,  a  poul- 
try maid  is  guided  by  integrity,  she  will, 
in  her  own  department,  g^ard  her  master's 
good  name,  as  well  as  his  property,  and 
never  allow  an  egg  to  be  marked  as  com- 
ing of  one  particular  stock  unless  she  feels 
quite  sure  about  it. 

These  are  certain  simple  rules  which 
must  always  be  attended  to  by  persons 
who  watch  over  two  or  three  different 
kinds  of  fowls.  In  feeding  and  other 
points,  it  is  most  likely  that  you  who 
undertake  the  charge  of  poultry  will  re- 
ceive instructions ;  but  in  watchful  care 
much  must  depend  on  y<m.  You  will  know 
all  that  happens  among  the  poultiy  much 
better  than  their  owner  can  :  on  your  care- 
ful watchfulness  will,  therefore,  depend,  in 
a  great  measure,  the  prosperity  of  th6  stock. 
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1st.  Collect  the  eggs  with  care,  and  mind 
that  no  accidental  mixing;  together  of  the 
eggs  can  confuse  you  and  them,  until  the 
name  is  fairly  written  on  each. 

2nd.  If  two  kinds  of  fowls  are  kept,  be 
very  trustworthy  in  watching  that  two  of 
diflFerent  sorts  do  not  get  together.  If  a 
hen  by  chance  escape,  and  get  into  an  en- 
closure occupied  by  another  kind  of  fowl, 
do  not  simply  put  her  back,  but  keep  her 
apart ;  it  is  possible  her  eggs  may  not  be 
useful  for  setting  for  some  weeks  (some 
persons  name  a  longer  time),  but  let  that 
rest  with  the  owner ;  only  be  sure  to  name 
the  accident,  although  you  may  get  a 
scolding. 

3rd.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  date  the  eggs 
as  they  are  collected,  that  none  may  be 
set  which  are  too  stale.  E.  W. 


Poultry  united  with  Cattle  Shows. 

^  The  Times,*'  speaking  of  the  Bath 
and  "West  of  England  show,  says  : — "  The 
poultry,  above  2,000  in  number,  were  the 
most  popular ;  on  the  two  grand  days, 
while  7,000  persons  visited  the  cattle  and 
implement  yard,  there  were  no  less  than 
18,000  visitors  to  the  poultry-yard.  The 
meeting  is  described  as  the  best  the  society 
ever  had." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  for  one  person 
interested  in  the  cattle  and  implements, 
there  were  tWo  and  a  half  who  came  to  see 
the  poultry.  This  will,  we  think,  account 
for  the  show  being  the  best  on  the  records 
of  the  society. 

The  Tail  Movement. 

IN  re  SPANGLED   HAMBUR6S. 

However  arbitrary  the  rules  of  fashion 
may  be,  we  cannot  admit  that  they  should 
pervert  the  order  of  nature.  Cochin  China 
fowls  were  the  pets  of  the  day,  but  we 
cannot,  for  a  moment,  allow  that  the 
absence  of  tail,  which  was  one  of  their 
characteristics,  would  be  desirable  in  any 
other  breed.  We  have  always  thought 
an    ample   tail    and   well-defined    sickle 


feathers  were  among  the  chief  ornaments 
of  a  cock,  and  two  of  the  great  marks  of 
his  sex.  Yet,  just  now,  a  movement  is 
being  made  to  rob  the  Silver-spangled 
Hamburg  of  this  appenda^,  and  to  re- 
quire that  he  should  have  a  nen-tail.  Tl^is 
belongs  only  to  the  Sebright  Bantam.  It 
was  a  troublesome  thing  to  produce,  and 
is  just  as  much  so  to  perpetuate.  During 
the  last  two  years,  birds  have  been  exhi- 
bited of  marvellous  beauty  in  the  Silver- 
spangled  Hamburg  classes.  They  at  once 
captivated  the  judges  and  the  public,  and 
their  career  was  a  continuous  triumph. 
But  one  day  they  were  in  a  light  pen,  and 
the  judges  shook  their  heads,  and,  although 
they  admitted  they  were  very  handsome, 
they  had  doubts  of  their  purity  ;  on  ex- 
amination, they  were  more  laced  than 
spangled,  the  cock  had  a  hen  tail,  and 
they  were  disqualified.  A  cross  with  the 
Silver-laced  Bantams  was  manifest.  If 
the  advocates  for  these  tails  in  the  cocks 
should  carry  the  day,  then  farewell  to 
one  of  the  prettiest  fowls  we  have.  If  the 
hen  tail  must  be  got  at  any  price,  it  must 
be  done  by  crossing  with  the  Sebright. 
With  the  sickle  feathers,  hackle,  saddle, 
and  spangling  will  disappear,  and  our 
beautiful  moss  or  mooney  will  become  an 
anomalous  mixture. 

If  in  the  exercise  of  our  fancy  we  can 
add  to  the  beauty  of  our  pets,  let  us  do  so ; 
but  do  not  let  us  indulge  our  vagaries  at 
the  expense  of  those  marks  or  character- 
istics which,  while  they  point  out  the  sex, 
are  at  the  same  time  the  chief  ornaments 
of  it.  Sylvan  us. 

White  Fowls  for  Exhibition. 

The  day  before  the  show  take  the  birds 
and  well  wash  in  luke-warm  water  their 
legs  and  feet,  and  also  cleanse  the  beak. 
Wash  lightly  over  the  back  and  soiled 
parts  of  the  wings  with  a  moistened  sponge 
once  or  twice,  and  then  place  the  birds 
upon  a  thick  layer  of  clean  straw,  in  any 
spare  place  free  from  draughts.  The  birds 
the  next  morning  will  look  very  fresh  and 
clean.  T.  P. 
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The  Cheltenham  Poultry  Show. 

Pe&haps  there  are  few  localities  better 
calculated  to  repay  the  visitor  for  a  long 
journey^  muting  the  pleasure  of  an  excur- 
sion with  the  gratification  of  his  own 
peculiar  fancy  in  amsting  at  a  poultry 
show,  than  the  celebrated  mineral  spa  of 
Cheltenham ;  almost  surrounded  by  high 
hiUs,  there  is  a  genial  mildness  in  the  air 
which  renders  it  very  agreeable,  especially 
this  year,  and  the  place  and  the  neighbour- 
hood are  both  pleasant  and  beautifuL  The 
view  from  the  top  of  the  building  of  the 
Pittville  Spa  would  alone  repay  the  trouble 
of  a  journey  of  many  miles. 

The  exhibition  took  place  in  the  large 
room,  which  was  lengthened  for  the  occa- 
sion by  a  tent  at  each  end  :  it  was  held  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  14th  and 
15th  instant,  on  both  which  days  the  ex- 
ertions made  by  the  secretaries,  the  Messrs. 
Jessop,  of  Cheltenham,  for  the  pleasure 
and  convenience  of  the  company  and  for 
the  comfort  and  safetv  of  the  birds,  cannot 
be  spoken  of  too  highly.  During  the  two 
days  of  the  show,  many  hours  of  each  of 
which  we  spent  there,  we  never  found 
these  gentlemen  absent  from  their  post,  or 
failing  to  attend  to  their  arduous  duties 
with  courtesy  and  promptitude. 

The  catalogue  contained  upwards  of  five 
hundred  entries  (including  pigeons) ;  in 
spite  of  the  absence  of  regular  pens,  the 
arrangements  were  very  good,  and  the 
show  included  numerous  birds  of  first-class 
merit. 

We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say,  the  de- 
cisions of  the  judges  did  not  give  general 
satisfaction. 

The  buff  Cochins  showed  little  improve- 
ment on  those  lately  exhibited :  we  miss 
the  short-legged,  square-built  fowls,  which 
promised  a  valuable  addition  to  our  poultry 
yardSf  and  have  in  place  plenty  of  clear 
buff  feathers.  This  was  especially  notice- 
able in  the  chicken  class,  which  is  our 
chief  reason  for  reverting  to  the  subject, 
because  we  had  hoped  that  our  Cochin 
breeders  would  have  given  some  attention 


to  the  requirements  of  the  dinner-table,  in 
rearing  a  kind  of  fowl  which  unites  so 
many  useful  qualities.  The  dark  Cochin 
class  was  excellent  and  the  fowls  were 
sent  in  capital  order.  The  wbite  also  were 
good,  especially  the  first  and  second  prize- 
birds. 

The  Dorking  and  Spanish  classes  were 
very  superior  representatives  of  two  capital 
breeds.  It  is  seldom  we  have  seen  so  many 
good  birds,  at  this  season,  in  such  fine 
plumage.  In  both  classes  the  first  prizes 
were  awarded  to  H.  D.  Davies,  Esq.  of 
Hounslow.  EQs  birds  were  very  beautiful, 
and  in  excellent  condition. 

Among  the  game  fowl  there  were  some 
very  pretty  birds,  and  the  pen  of  Malays, 
No.  251,  which  took  a  second  prize  only 
(the  first  being  withheld),  were  young 
birds  of  ^eat  promise.  Tiiere  were  some 
exceedingly  pretty  Hamburg  fowls,  both 
in  their  own  classes,  and  in  class  25,  for 
chickens.  The  Bantams  were  not  numer- 
ous, but  were  good.  Pen  348,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Hewitt,  of  Birmingham,  were  very 
pretty  and  beautiful  in  carriage.  In  the 
class  for  various  fowls  of  distinct  breeds 
were  the  handsome  Rangoon  fowls,  which 
were  first  shown  at  Birmingham  last  year, 
and  a  pen  of  black  Hamburg,  very  brisk, 
pretty-looking  fowls,  which  were  acci- 
dentally omitted  in  the  catalogue  ;  they 
belonged  to  Mr.  Joseph  Jordan,  Waterfall- 
cottage,  Birmingham.  The  »  Aylesbury 
ducks  were  good. 

The  pens  for  the  Turkeys  and  Geese — 
wire-work  enclosures  on  the  crround — were 
large  and  commodious.  The  cards  to 
designate  the  prizes  were  printed  in  large 
letters  in  different  colours,  red  for  the  first 
prize,  blue  for  the  second,  and  green  for 
the  third,  thus  making  the  grade  of  the 
prize  visible  from  a  distance.  All  the 
arrangements  appeared  to  have  received 
complete  and  judicious  consideration,  and 
the  feeding  of  the  birds  was  most  abundant 
and  very  good. 

Before  we  left,  a  little  after  nine  o'clock 
on  Thursday  evening,  a  large  number  of 
the  birds  were  packed  and   despatched. 
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Everything  was  managed  with  an  entire 
absence  of  bustle  and  confusion,  the  secre- 
taries often  giving  aid  to  the  work,  as  well 
as  to  the  superintendence,  and  all  was  so 
well  done,  that  even  an  outcry  among  the 
cocks  was  of  rare  occurrence.  We  can 
only  hope  most  heartily  that  the  Chelten- 
ham show  will  receive  the  support  which 
it  so  well  deserves,  and  that  the  encourage- 
ment which  it  gets  will  be  on  the  same 
liberal  scale  as  its  own  prize  list* 

Near  one  of  the  entrances  was  placed  a 
tempting  stand,  with  the  first-class  prizes, 
tastefully  arranged ;  the  silver  cups  and 
pretty  articles  of  silver  plate,  among  which 
the  prize-takers  might  make  their  selec- 
tion. 

AWARD    OF    PRIZES. 

Judges.— E.  Boiid>  Esq.,  Leeds;  and 
J.  Nutt,  Esq.,  London. 

Class  1. — Cochin  China.— Cinnamon  or 
Buff. — Pen  29,  Ist  prize:  J.  A.  Devenish, 
Weytnouth,  21  months. — Pen  38,  2nd  prize: 
John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park,  Newmarket,  above 

I  year.— Pen  2,  3rd  prize :  F.  C.  Staggal,  Wey- 
mouth, cock  1  year,  hens  2  years. — Commended : 
Pen  37,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow,  Bredon,  near  Tewkes- 
bary  ;  Pen  41,  John  Heape,  36,  Ludgate- 
hill,  Birmingham,  cock  12  months,  hens  13 
months;  Pen  32,  Rev.  J.  Allen,  D.D.,  Engles- 
iield  Green,  Surrey,  cock  1st  Jan.,  hens  March, 
1853  ;  Pen  23,  J.  Cattell,  53,  Worcester-street, 
cock  15  months,  hens  3  years;  Pen  39,  John 
Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park,  Newmarket,  above  1 
year,  hens  only. 

Class  2. — CocHTN  China  Chickens.— Cin- 
namon, Buff,  or  Partridge. — Pen  79,  1st 
prize:  Miss  Alcock,  Newport,  Salop,  January, 
1854.— Pen  47,  2nd  prize:  J.  R.  Rodbard,  Aid- 
wick  Court,  Langford,  near  Bristol,  January  15th, 
1854.— Pen  86,  3rd  prize:  Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow, 
Bredon,  March. — Highly  commended  :  Pen  71, 
Mrs.  T.  Moilliet,  Studley,  Warwickshire,  3rd  of 
March,  and  of  February ;  Pen  72,  C.  Bainbridge, 
Oakfield  Lodge,  Sparkbrook,  near  Birmingham, 
age  not  entered. — Commended :  Pen  50,  J.  R. 
Rodbard,  March  1st;  Pen  76,  James  Cattell,  53, 
Worcester-street,  Birmingham,  3  months ;  Pen 
85,  W.  B.  Mapplebeck,  Bull  Ring,  Birmingham, 

II  weeks ;  Pen  87,  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park, 
Newmarket  (Buff),  February. 

Class  3. — Cochin  China. — Partridge,  or 
Dark. — Pen  112,  1st  prize :  John  Fairlie, 
Cheveley  Park,  Newmarket,  above  1  year. — Pen 


102,  2nd  prize:  Thomas  Bridges,  Croydon, 
Surrey,  cock  16  months,  one  hen  2\  years.— Pen 
98,  3rd  prize:  Rev.  6.  F.  Hodson,  cock  13 
months,  hens  11  months. — Highly  commended : 
Pen  106,  J.  Harlow,  Moseley,  near  Birming- 
ham.—Commended :  Pen  103,  G.  C.  Adkins, 
Edgbaston,  unknown;  Pen  107,  T.  Smith, 
Stableford,  Bridgnorth,  cock  1  year,  hens  2 
years. 

Class  4.— Cochin  China. — White.— Pen 
120,  1st  prize:  Mrs.  S.  R.  Herbert,  Powick, 
cock  3  years  8  months,  hens  April,  1852. — Pen 
126,  2nd  prize:  S.  Allen,  M.  D.,  Englefield, 
Green,  Surrey,  cock  1852,  hens  1853.— Pen  122, 
3rd  prize:  Mrs.  G.  H.  Hutchinson,  Charlton, 
Wilts,  cock  1  year,  1  hen  1^  year,  1  hen  1  year 
and  11  months. 

Class5.— Cochin  ChinaChicken.— White. 
Ist  prize:  not  awarded. — Pen  141,  2nd  prize: 
Rev.  S.  Allen,  D.D.,  Englefield  Green,  Surrey, 
cockerel  15th,  pullets  April,  1852.— Pen  140,  3rd 
prize  :  Miss  C.  Alcock,  Newport,  Salop,  cockerel 
and  pullet  13th  Feb.,  two  pullets  24th  March. 

Class6.— CochiniChina.— Bi^ack. — Pen  159, 
1st  prize:  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park,  above 
1  year.- Pen  146,  2nd  prize:  Exhibitor:  V.  W. 
Blake,  6,  Old-square,  Birmingham,  cock  16 
months,  hens  13  months. — Pen  154,  3rd  prize: 
G.  H.  Hutchinson,  Charlton,  near  Malmsbury, 
Wilts,  9  months.— Commended:  Pen  156,  W.  B. 
Mapplebeck,  Birmingham,  age  not  entered ; 
Pen  160,  C.  Nelson,  The  Lozells,  near  Bir- 
mingham, cock  14  months,  hens  aged. 

Class  7. — Cochin  China  Chicken. — Black. 
—Pen  164,  Ist  prize:  James  Cattell,  53,  Wor- 
cester-street, Birmingham,  cockerel  and  pullet  3 
months,  two  pullets  5  months. — Pen  165,  2nd 
prize:  Thomas  Smith,  Stableford,  near  Bridg- 
north, 3  months, — Pen  167,  3rd  prize:  John 
Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park, Newmarket,  March,  1854. 

Class  8. — Dorking.— Cock  and  Two  Hens. — 
Pen  175,  1st  prize:  W.  H.  Davies,  Spring 
Grove  House,  Hounslow,  about  2  years. — Pen 
189,  2nd  prize  :  Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow,  Bredon,  1853. 
— Pen  188,  3rd  prize :  Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow,  Bredon, 
1853.— Highly  commended  :  Pen  179.  T.  Wit- 
tington,  Jun.,  Wooton  Warren,  near  Henley-iu- 
Arden,  cock  1  year,  hen  1  year,  hen  3  years. — 
Commended :  Pen  170,  Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson,  Ban- 
well,  Somerset  (white)  cock,  14  months,  1  hen  2 
years,  hen  7  months  ;  Pen  172,  G.  Botham,  Wex- 
ham  Court,  Slough,  1  year;  Pen  191,  Charles  Ed- 
wards, Brislington,  near  Bristol,  exceed  1  year  ; 
Pen  169,  Exhibitor,  T.  J.  Bembridge,  Penrose 
Villa,  Heavitree,  Exeter,  age  unknown  ;  Pen  190, 
John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park,  above  1  year. 

Class  9.— Spanish.- Pen  197,  Ist  prize :  H. 
D.  Davies,  Spring  Grove  House,  Hounslow, 
about  2  years. — Pen  211,  2nd  prize:  Mrs.  L. 
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C.  Stow,  Bredon,  June,  1853.— Pen  1%,  3rd 
prize:  J.  B.  Winder,  Suffolk-street,  Birming- 
ham,  cock  12  months,  hens  2  years.— Highly 
commended :  Pen  198,  E.Symons,  84,  Dale  End, 
Birmingham,  2  years,  1  hen  3  years;  Pen  199, 
H.  D.  Davies,  Hounslow,  about  2  years;  Pen 
207,  William  Plummer,  Brislington,  near 
Bristol,  cock  11  months,  hens  22  months.— Com- 
mended :  Pen  195,  G.  Botham,  Wezham  Court, 
Slough,  cock  1  year,  hens  2  years;  Pen  212, 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow;  Pen  214,  C.  Nelson,  The 
Lozells,  Birmingham,  cock  2  years,  1  hen  ditto, 
1  hen  March,  1853. 

Class  10.— Brahma  Pootra.— Pen  221,  1st 
prize:  £.  Symons,  84,  Dale  End,  Birmingham 
(Silver  Grey),  1  year.— Pen  218,  2nd  prize :  Dr. 
Gwynne,  Sandbach,  Cheshire,  about  1  year. — 
Pen  232,  3rd  prize:  J.  W.  Fox,  Skinner-street, 
City,  London,  2  years. 

Class  11.— Game.- Pen  234,  Ist  prize:  John 
R.  Rodbard,  Aldwick  Court,  near  Bristol  (black- 
breasted,  red),  2  years. — Pen  238,  2nd  prize : 
Edward  Farmer,  Greet  Brook,  near  Birmingham 
(red -breasted),  cock  30  months,  hens  15  months. 
—Pen  235,  3rd  prize  :  G.  C.  Adkins,  Edgbas- 
ton  (red),  unknown.— Highly  commended  :  Pen 
237,  Edward  Farmer,  Greet  Spark  Brook, 
near  Birmingham  (black  breast),  cock,  2  hens  1 
year;  Pen  241,  C.  W.  Castree,  Longford,  near 
Gloucester,  18  months.— Commended :  Pen  236, 
James  Monsey,  Cooper,  Norwich,  2  years ;  Pen 
244,  C.  Edwards,  Brislington,  near  Bristol 
(black-breasted,  red),  exceed  1  year ;  Pen  245, 
Joseph  Jennens,  Moseley,  near  Birmingham 
(black  game)  cock  3  years,  hens  17  months. 

Class  12.— Malay.- 1st  prize  :  not  awarded. 
— Pen  251,  2nd  prize  :  James  Leighton,  Chel- 
tenham, cock,  10  months,  hens  7  months. — 3rd 
prize :  not  awarded. 

Class  13.— PoLANDS,  Black  with  White 
Crest. — Pen  255,  1st  prize:  G.  C.  Adkins, 
Edgbaston,  not  known.— Pen  257,  2nd  prize :  G. 
C.  Adkins,  not  known. — Pen  260,  3rd  prize: 
Charles  Edwards,  Brislington,  near  Bristol, 
exceed  1  year. 

Class  14. — GOLD-SPANOLED  PoLANDS. — PcU 

263,  1st  prize:  R.  H.  Bush,  Litfield  House, 
Clifton,  unknown.— Pen  268, 2nd  prize :  C.  Raw- 
son,  The  Hurst,  1852.— Pen  266, 3rd  prize :  S.  C. 
Baker,  Half  Moon  Passage,  Graoecburch-street, 
London,  cock  18  months,  hens  1  year. 

Class     15.— SiLTER-SPANOLED     POLANDS. — 

Pen  271,  1st  prize:  G.  C.  Adkins,  Edgbaston, 
not  known.— ren  278,  2nd  prize:  C.  Rawson, 
The  Hurst,  cock  1852,  hens  1853.— Pen  277,  3rd 
prize:  C.  Rawson,  the  Hurst,  cock  1851,  hens 
1852.— Pen  273,  commended.  Rev.  J.  Gandy, 
Old  Cleeve,  Taunton,  1852. 
Class  16.— Hamburos. — Gold- spangled. — 


Pen  286,  1st  prize:  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst, 
Walton-on-Thames,  1852,  1  hen  1853.— Pen  279, 
2nd  prize :  G.  C  Adkins,  Edgbaston,  not  known. 
— Pen  283,  3rd  prize :  Joseph  Jordan.  Wheeler- 
street,  Birmingham,  cock  1  year,  hen  2  years, 
hen  aged. 

Class  17.—  Hamburgs. — Silver-spangled. 
— Pen  296,  1st  prize :  Joseph  Jordan,  Wheeler- 
street,  Birmingham,  aged. — Pen  305,  2nd  prize: 
C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst,  Walton-on-Thames, 
cock  and  1  hen  1852,  1  hen  1853.— Pen  288,  3id 
prize:  Miss  Cripps,  Preston  Vicarage,  near 
Cirencester. — Pen  294,  commended,  H.  Wiggin, 
Edgbaston,  1  year. 

Classl8. — Hamburgs. — Gold-pencilled. — 
Pen  309, 1st  prize :  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst,  cock 
1852,  hens  1853.— Pen  307,  2nd  prize :  Thomas 
Whittington,  Jun.,  near  Henley-in-Arden,  cock 
and  hen  1  year,  1  hen  3  years. — Pen  310,  3rd 
prize:  Miss  K.  Jessop,  Cheltenham,  2  years, 
1  hen  1  year. 

Class  19.— Hamburgs. — Silver-pencilled. 
— Pen  315,  1st  prize :  Joseph  Jordan,  Wheeler- 
street,  Birmingham,  aged. — Pen  323,  2nd  prize  : 
Thomas  Whittington,  near  Henley-in-Arden, 
cock  and  1  hen.— Pen  317,  3rd  prize :  Thomas 
M'Cann,  Graham  House,  M^vem,  cock  1  year, 
hens  1  year. 

Class  20. — Black  Bantams. — Cock  and  Two 
Hens.— Pen  326,  1st  prize:  James  Monsey, 
Cooper,  Norwich,  18  months.— Pen  329,  2nd 
prize :  Miss  Kate  Jessep,  Cheltenham,  1  year. 

Class  21.— White  Bantams.— Pen  330,  Ist 
prize :  Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson,  Banwell,  Somerset, 
3  years.— Pen  331,  2nd  prize:  G.  C.  Adkins, 
Edgbaston,  not  known.— Highly  commended: 
Pen  332,  Rev.  J.  (Gandy,  March  21st,  1854; 
Pen  333,  James  Monsey,  Cooper,  Norwich,  18 
months ;  Pen  334,  Lady  Codrington,  Dodington, 
1  year. 

Class  22.  —  GoLD-LACED  Bantams. —  Pen 
336,  1st  prize:  Henry  D.  Palmer,  Great  Yar- 
mouth, various.— Pen  340,  2nd  prize  :  Henry  D. 
Palmer,  Great  Yarmouth,  10  months. — Com- 
mended :  Pen  337,  G.  C.  Adkins^  Edgbaston,  age 
unknown;  Pen  343,  C.  Rawson,  The  HurstL 
1852. 

CUss  23.  —  Bantams.—  Silver-laced.  — 
Ist  prize:  not  awarded. — Pen  352,  2ud  prize: 
G.  W.  Boothby,  Louth,  Lincolnshire,  1  year. 

Class  24.— Thorough-Bred. — Any  variety 
not  named  in  the  Schedule.  Three  Prizes  of  £1 
each.— Pen  375,  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley  Park 
(Scotch  Dumpies,  or  Bakies),  above  1  yefur ; 
Pen  379,  Mrs.  Jessop,  Saint  James's-square, 
Cheltenham  (Indian  Uame),  12  months  ;  Pen 
365,  Mrs.  Hyett,  Painswick  (China  Silk  Fowls), 
cock  and  1  hen  1853,  1  hen  1852. 

Class  25.— Chickens.- Hatched  since  Ist 
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January,  1854,  any  distinct  breed  for  usefiil  pur- 
poses Cochin  China  excepted). — Three  prizes  of 
£1  each. — Pen  404,  W.  Plummer,  Brislington, 
Bristol  (Spanish),  cockerel  and  1  pullet,  5  months, 
2,  14  weeks.— Pen  389,  Thomas  Whittington, 
jun.«  Henley  in  Arden  (Coloured  Dorkings), 
March. — Pen  400,  James  A.  Devenish,  \^^y- 
mouth  (Brahma  Pootra),  3  months.— Pen  384, 
highly  commended,  John  R.  Rodbard,  Laog- 
ford,  near  Bristol  (Gray  Dorkings),  Ist  March. 
— Commended  :  Pen  383,  Parkins  Jones,  Fulham 
(Brahma  Pootra),  14  weeks. — Pen  410,  Thomas 
H.  Fox,  44,  Skinner- street.  Snow-hill^  London, 
cock,  16  weeks,  pullets  13,  15,  and  16  weeks. 

Class  26. — Turkeys.— Pen  414,  1st  prize  : 
Charles  Edwards,  Brislington,  Bristol,  exceed  1 
year. — Pen  412,  2nd  prize  :  John  Fairlie,  Cheve- 
ley-park,  Cambridgeshire,  1  year. 

Class  27.— Guinea  Fowl.— Pen  416, 1st  prize : 
John  R.  Rodbard,  2  years.— Pen  419,  2nd  prize : 
Miss  Jessop,  St.  James's-square,  Cheltenham,  1 
year. 

Pigeons. 

Class  28.— Carriers  (Pairs).— Pen  420,  1st 
prize :  Exhibitor,  G.  C.  Adkins,  Edgbaston,  un- 
known.—Pen  425,  2nd  prize:  T.  J.  Cottle,  Chel- 
tenham, cock  2  years,  hen  10  months.- Highly 
commended:  Pen  421,  G.  C.  Adkins,  Edgbaston, 
unknown;  Pen  422,  Joseph  Rake,  Bristol,  3 
years. 

Class  29.— Runts  (Pairs).— Pen 431, 1st  prize: 
C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst,  Walton-on-Thames, 
1852.— Pen  429,  2nd  prize:  J.  C.  Adkins,  Edg- 
baston, unknown. — Pen  428,  commended,  J.  C. 
Adkins,  Edgbaston,  unknown. 

Class  30.— Pouters  or  Croppers.- Pen  433, 
Ist  prize :  C.  R.  Gitterton,  Snow-hill,  Binning, 
ham  (White),  2  years.— Pen  437,  2nd  prize  :  T. 
J.  Cottle,  Cheltenham,  cock  and  hen,  2  years. 

Class  31.— Black  Fantails.— Pen  440,  1st 
prize:  G.  C.  Adkins,  Edgbaston,  unknown.— Pen 
441,  2nd  prize :  G.  C.  Adkins,  Edgbaston,  un- 
known.— Pen  442,  highly  commended,  Joseph 
Jennens,  Moselejr,  near  Birmingham,  not  entered. 
—Commended:  Pen  439,  H.  H.  Swift,  North 
Lydiard,  Wilts,  unknown ;  Pen  443,  C.  Rawson, 
The  Hurst,  Walton-on -Thames,  1852. 

Class  32.— White  Fantails.- Pen  447,  1st 
prize :  Selina  M.  Northcote,  Upton  Pyne,  near 
Exeter,  unknown.— Pen  444,  2nd  prize*:  E.  Sy- 
mons.  Dale  End,  Birmingham,  not  entered. — 
Highly  commended :  Pen  445,  G.  C.  Adkins,  Edg- 
baston, not  known ;  Pen  448,  Joseph  Jennens, 
Mosely;  Pen  449,  Thomas  J.  Cottle,  Chelten- 
ham, 1  year;  Pen  450,  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst, 
1852. 

Class  33.— Jacobins.— Pen  453,  Ist  prize :  G. 
C.  Adkins,  Edgbaston,  not  known.— Pen  458, 2nd 


tligbly 

commended  :  Pen  456,  W.  B.  Mapplebeck,  Bull 
Ring,  Birmingham,  not  known ;  Pen  457,  T.  J. 
Cottle,  Cheltenham,  1  year. 

Class  34.— Almond  Tumblers.— Pen  461,  Ist 
prize :  G.  C.  Adkins,  not  known.— Pen  464,  2nd 

Erize:  T.  J.  Cottle,  Cheltenham,  cock  and  2 
ens,  1  year.— Pen  463,  highly  commended,  T. 
J.  Cottle,  Cheltenham,  cock,  3  years,  hens,  2 
years.— Pen  459,  commended:  G.  C.  Adkins, 
Edgbaston,  not  known. 

Class  35. — Any  otherVarieties.— Pen473, 
C.  Bluett,  Taunton  (Blue  Turbits),  unknown.— 
Pen  490,  C.  Rawson  (Frill  Backs),  1852.— Pen 
480,  S.  C.  Baker,  3,  Half-moon-passage,  Grace- 
church -street,  London  (Black  Barbs). — Com- 
mended  :  Pen  476,  C.  Bluett,  Taunton  (Trumpe- 
ters), unknown.— Pen  454,  Charles  Bluett,  Taun- 
ton, not  known.— Pen  488,  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst 
(Ermine  Saxons),  1852. 

The  whole  class  of  Pigeons  were  considered  by 
the  judges  as  meritorious. 

Class  36.— Geese.- Gander  and  Goose.— Pen 
495,  1st  prize :  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst,  1852.— 
Pen  496,  2nd  prize:  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst, 
1853. 

Class  37.— Ducks.— Aylesbury.— Pen  500, 
1st  prize :  W.  H.  Green,  Walton-street,  Ayles- 
bury, 10  weeks.— Pen  502,  2nd  prize :  J.  Liver- 
ton,  Fairfield-house,  23rd  March,  1854.— Pen 
503,  highly  commended,  J.  Liverton,  Fairfield, 
house,  23rd  March,  1854.— Pen  509,  commended, 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow,  Bredon,  1853. 

Class  38.  —  Ducks.  —  Rouen.  —  Drake  and 
Duck.— Pen  518,  1st  prize:  Honourable  Mrs. 
Howard,  Malmsbury.— Pen  521,  2nd  prize:  E. 
W.Haslewood,Bridgnorth,  1  year. — Commended: 
Pen  524,  John  Fairlie,  Cheveley-park,  New- 
market, 13  weeks.— Pen  525,  John  Fairlie,  Cheve- 
ley-park, Newmarket,  13  weeks. 

Class  39.— Any  other  Variety. — Drake  and 
Duck.— Pen  533,  H.  Church 01,  King's  Head, 
Gloucester.— Pen  536,  Miss  Steele  Perkins  (La- 
brador Ducks). 


Singular  Detection  of  a  Gang  of 
Poultry  Thieves. 

In  many  prior  numbers  of  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle"  I  have  tried  to  direct,  as  far  as 
possible,  public  attention  to  the  urgent 
wants  and  necessities  of  our  poorer 
labouring  agriculturists.  I  am  rejoiced  to 
find  my  eflforts  have  not  been  altogether 
thrown  away;  the  seed  thus  promiscuously 
scattered  "broad-cast"  on  the  surface,  has. 
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from  natural  causes,  brought  forth  its  pro- 
duce, sometimes  abundantly,  at  others  ii^ 
scanty  proportions :  still  with  thankful- 
ness I  own,  but  little  has  proved  altogether 
fruitless ; — ^public  sympathy  has  been  here 
and  there  openly  enlisted,  and  in  many 
other  localities,  I  am  informed,  much  good 
will  eventually  ensue — such  then  are  my 
reasons  for  again  pursuing  the  like  mode 
of  enforcing  my  opinions,  by  the  simple 
narration  of  true  anecdotes. 

They  not  unfrequently  attach  them- 
selves with  greater  tenacity  to  the  minds 
of  the  unreflective,  and  possibly  may  fix 
the  first  stray  thoughts  of  some  to  the 
movement,  and  even  entice  their  assist- 
ance in  their  own  localities,  who  to  mere 
argument  would  "tuili  the  deaf  ear,"  or 
walk  heedlessly  away.  My  object  is  to 
obtain  the  gift  of  especial  prizes  to 
cottagers,  at  our  public  poultry  shows. 
Now,  therefore,  to  my  narrative. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1840,  the 
writer  of  this  article  was  invited,  by  one  of 
the  greatest  land-owners  and  game  pre- 
servers within  very  many  miles  of  this 
district,  to  pass  a  week  or  nine  days  with 
him  at  his  manor  (which  comprised  the 
right  of  sporting  over  more  than  eight 
thousand  acres),  abounding  with  game  to 
excess,  and  which,  by  game-keepers  and 
"  under-watchers,"  was  so  strictly  and 
rigorously  preserved,  that  even  occasional 
aggression  was  rare,  and  general  poaching 
quite  out  of  the  question.  The  not  least 
efficient  preventive  against  poaching 
was,  however,  the  maintenance  of  three 
purely-bred  blood-hounds,  whose  services 
(when  muzzled)  were  always  at  once 
called  into  requisition,  if  intruders  left  the 
slightest  trace  whatever  of  their  exploits, 
as  the  expenses  (though  enormous)  were 
never  considered,  so  that  the  safety  of  the 
game  could  be  insured ;  the  only  motive  of 
the  owner  was,  the  desire  of  being  able  (at 
any  time  in  the  season)  to  give  "o  Battue" 
to  whatever  friends  he  thought  fit  to 
invite. 

I  must  not  digress  here,  however,  to 
detail  all  the  incredible  feats  of  discrimina- 


tion of  these  most  extraordinary  dogs,  as, 
to  many  of  your  readers,  they  would 
indeed  appear  beyond  the  bounds  of  I 
possibility ;  nevertheless,  I  must  to  one,  of  \ 
which  I  myself  was  an  eye-witness,  very  i 
briefly  allude.  Early  one  morning,  blood 
and  feathers  scattered  ab6ut  proclaimed  to 
the  watchers  the  fact  that  the  poachers 
had  been  busy  during  the  night  In  a 
certain  plantation  of  spruce  firs,  although 
no  reports  of  guns  had  attracted  their 
attention.  The  news  being  brought  to  our 
breakfast-table,  it  was  at  once .  suggested 
that  we  should  have  a  "  hunt,  instead  of 
partridge-shooting;"  for,  said  our  instantly 
excited  host,  *'  we  are  as  sure  of  them  as 
if  we'd  got  them."  These  dogs  were  kept 
(each  chained  separately)  around  the  hall, 
and  though  excessively  savage  at  such 
times,  they  seemed  very  quiet  and  sociable 
when  loosed,  which  never,  under  any 
pretence,  took  place  till  they  were 
"muzzled."  On  this  occasion  the  two 
largest  were  selected,  and  followed  the 
keepers  "to  heel"  towards  the  covert; 
here  arrived,  they  were  not  taken  to  the 
exact  spot,  but,  with  some  little  formality, 
told  to  "hold  on." 

They  thus  had  been  only  a  very  few 
minutes  "  laid  to,"  before  the  deep,  hollow 
baying  of  the  elder  dog  rung  heavily 
through  the  wood,  joined  almost  instantly 
by  that  of  the  younger  one ;  shortly  all 
was  silent,  except  the  distant  crackling  of 
the  underwood  ;  a  most  excitable  and  in- 
teresting scene  now  presented  itself — side 
by  side  they  issued  from  the  covert,  and 
away  they  went  abreast,  at  a  pace  that 
soon  left  us  far  behind.  I  liad  been  at  the 
onset  admonished  that  "the  event  would 
certainly  come  to  an  issue'^  at  a  village  on 
the  estate  not  far  distant ;  I  therefore 
instantly  hied  me  thither,  and  (from  the 
poachers  having  visited  another  copse  in 
their  route  homewards)  I  did  manage  to 
get  there  just  before  "the  capture,"  as 
the  dogs  and  their  followers  on  horse- 
back had  traversed  more  than  four  miles. 
Still,  at  a  racing  pace,  they  came  onwards 
down  the  public  road,  when  suddenly  the 
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foremost  dog  turned  abruptly  for  a  cot- 
tage door,  and  instantly  jumped  heavily 
against  it,  again  and  again,  as  did  also  his 
fellow,  but  being  well  closed  and  fastened, 
it  withstood  the  united  shock  of  both, 
though  it  jarred  excessively.  It  was  now 
that  the  two  half -reasoning  animals  (from 
their  oum  apparent  self-reflection  only,  for 
decidedly  there  was  not  as  yet  any  party 
arrived  to  command  them)  ran  wildly 
round  the  habitation,  as  though  to  ascer- 
tain correctly  whether  there  was  any  other 
way  of  access  thereto ;  or,  otherwise,  if 
the  pursued  had  quitted  by  the  back- 
grounds ;  but  equally  foiled  in  both,  the 
pair  of  "sleuth-hounds"  now  returned  to 
the  front,  and  as  if  self-satisfied  they  had 
thus  driven  "their  quarry  to  its  lair,"  with 
one  deep,  hollow  bay  (that  told  most  fear- 
fully, thrillingly,  and  forbodingly  on 
even  the  innecent,  how  much  more  so 
then  upon  the  guilty  inmates),  both  instan- 
taneously dashed  headlong  through  the 
glass  and  lead-work  of  the  casement 
window.  Before  any  assistance  had  arrived, 
they  had,  by  main  strength  alone  (for  they 
could  not  bite,  being  muzzled,  though  they 
anxiously  attempted  to  rip  off  their  tethers 
with  their  fore-feet),  brought  the  whole 
matter  to  a  close.  They  had  forced  one 
(of  several  men)  from  his  chair — he  lay 
under  the  table,  at  which  all  had  been 
sitting,  the  dogs  vainly  endeavouring  to 
seize  him  by  the  throat,  and  his  face 
absolutely  covered  with  their  saliva.  One 
of  the  gamekeepers  now  entered  by  the 
window  (through  the  opening  the  dogs 
had  made);  the  doors  being  by  him  un- 
fastened, and  the  dogs  properly  secured, 
all  four  men  were  searched,  and  in  the 
jacket  pocket  of  the  selected  one  the 
pheasants  were  found.  Hidden  in  a 
secluded  corner  was  an  air- cane,  the  air- 
receptacle  being  still  partially  charged,  at 
once  accounting  for  the  keepers  not 
hearing  anything  of  them  in  the  night ; 
and  in  the  pockets  of  two  of  the  others 
were  several  heads  of  common  poultry, 
stolen  since  the  previous  evening  from  a 
neighbouring  £irm-house.  For  the  poultry 


theft  (being  all  well-known  offenders) 
they  were  tried,  convicted,  and  (as  they 
had  committed  a  burglary  to  obtain 
them)  sentenced  to  transportation. 

This  was  by  no  means  a  solitary  case  of 
these  dogs'  utility,  as  not  unfrequently  the 
police  authorities  solicited  their  assistance 
m  cases  altogether  independent  of  their 
owner — ^in  one  such  case  the  mother  of  an 
illegitimate  chiM  was  taken  after  she  had 
abandoned  her  offspring,  and  travelled 
nearly  thirteen  miles,  the  dogs  forcing  her 
to  the  ground,  in  the  kitchen  of  a  roadside 
alehouse.  Friends  of  the  bloodhounds 
always  followed  on  horseback  to  prevent 
their  injury,  also  to  guard  the  guilty 
from  accident  (from  "  slipping  their  muz- 
zles"), which  did  unfortunately  happen 
once,  from  th^  leather  straps  round  one 
dog's  mouth  suddenly  giving  way;  the 
assailed  on  this  occasion  saved  himself  by 
turning  on  his  face,  and  though  his  strong 
barragon  jacket  was  literally  torn  to  shreds, 
he  escaped  comparatively  unhurt,  except 
by  fear.  It  proved,  however,  not "  a  lesson 
thrown  away,"  for  from  that  hour  he  be- 
came a  reformed  man. 

At  that  time  these  dogs  became  a  very 
terror  to  evil-doers  in  the  surrounding 
country,  as  when  once  placed  upon  their 
track,  apprehension  was  almost  inevitable ; 
for  even  if  the  culprit  gained  access  to  a 
vehicle,  if  its  wheel-marks  could  then  be 
traced,  the  dogs  would  again  take  up 
the  scent  where  the  party  alighted.  They 
might  have  long  continued  thus  useful  had 
not  an  over-wilely  individual,  some  years 
after,  boasted  he  had  obtained  "  a  receipt 
to  mislead  them."  This  proved  strictly 
correct;  what  he  used  I  know  not,  but 
certain  it  is  that  once  allowing  any  of  this 
liquid  to  fall  on  the  ground,  the  dogs,  on 
coming  to  the  spot,  even  in  their  wildest 
career,  would  instantly  stop,  and  roll  them- 
selves ;  neither  would  threats  nor  induce- 
ments get  them  to  proceed ;  the  instant  they 
were  released  from  absolute  coercion  they 
would  return  and  roll  as  before.  This  be- 
coming known  generally  among  the  sur- 
rounding poachers,  they  pretty  universally 
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adopted  it,  always  with  the  like  success ; 
the  consequence  was,  the  last  time  I  saw 
"  the  poor  old  dog"  (whose  successful 
efforts  I  have  thus  feebly  endeavoured  to 
faithfully  narrate),  his  "lodgings"  were 
a  well-worn-out  herring  cask,  placed  in  a 
dirty  corner  of  a  warehouse-yard  belong- 
ing to  a  friend  of  his  former  master.  My 
heart  sank  within  me  when  I  saw  "  the 
very  wreck  "  of  what  this  poor  old  fellow 
once  was,  and  as  I  thought  on  the  events  of 
long  past  days,  unreflectingly  I  drew  to- 
wards him  (his  ferocity  seemed  "  a  by- 
gone"), I  therefore  patted  him  on  the  head  ; 
he  looked  up  musingly  into  my  face,  and 
raised  his  fore-paw  against  me,  as  if  in 
recognition.  Reader!  I  must  confess  I 
pitied  him,  and  he  (though  nearly  eighteen 
years  old)  has,  from  that  hour,  possessed  at 
another  home  a  very  comfortable  (and  I  feel 
a8s^red  far  more  happy)  accommodation. 

With  the  following  apology  for  the  irre- 
levancy of  my  present  anecdote,  I  will 
now  conclude ; — from  my  visits  to  this 
estate  several  other  circumstances,  the  most 
intimately  connected  with  poultry-keeping, 
came  under  my  observation  ; — ^also  not  a 
few  of  the  utterly  neglected  and  uncared- 
for  condition  of  many  of  the  country  poor 
— these  I  trust  to  introduce,  in  some  future 
number,  to  the  readers  of  the  "Poultry 
Chronicle ;"  and  though  fully  aware  my 
present  narrative  could  scarcely,  even  by 
Hibernian  argument,  be  deemed  as  per- 
taining to  **  domestic  poultry  "  (though  at 
the  same  time  it  does  slightly  lean  to  the 
historical  defeat  of  those  "  night-prowlers'* 
who  are  not  by  any  means  the  true  friends 
of  poultry  amateurs),  I  trust  its  errors  may 
be  overlooked — that  to  some  few,  at  least, 
it  may  be  interesting, — whilst  at  the  same 
time  perchance  it  may  be  also  instructive. 

E.  C. 

[We  must  hope  this  interesting  instance 
of  canine  instinct  is  essentially  a  record  of 
the  past. — Ed.] 

It  has  been  said  there  is  no  part  of  the 
globe,  excepting  the  ice-bound  arctic  re- 
gions^ destitute  of  pigeons. 


Golombiary. 

NO.  VI. — THE   POUTER  PIGEOX. 

The  common  English  Pouter  pigeons 
are  very  interesting  birds,  they  are  merry, 
active,  and  engaging,  though'  their  large 
crops,  when  fully  distended,  give  them 
rather  a  droll  appearance ;  when  at  liberty 
they  are  continually  on  the  move,  cooing, 
clapping  their  wings,  and  flying  from 
place  to  place ;  they  are  good  breeders,  if 
not  bred  in  and  in,  a  practice  which 
cannot  be  too  much  guarded  against; 
their  young  are  large,  and  their  flesh 
good ;  their  plumage  is  generally  blue- 
pied —  though  frequently  of  other  co- 
lours. The  fancy  English  Pouters  are 
undoubtedly  bred  from  this  stock,  by  care- 
ful selection,  by  pairing  birds  not  related, 
and  the  frequent  introduction  of  fresh 
blood,  by  which  means  a  finer  race  has 
been  established.  Their  points  of  excel- 
lence being  the  same,  one  description  will 
suffice  for  both,  except  that  uie  fancy 
birds  are  larger. 

These  properties  may  be  considered 
under  the  five  f ollo\sdng  heads  :  — First. 
Length,  of  the  body,  from  the  tip  of  the 
beak  to  the  end  of  the  tail ;  and  of  the  leg, 
from  the  knee-joint  to  the  end  of  the 
toe-nail. 

Second.  The  crop,  which  should  be 
very  round  and  well  blown  up  to  the 
beak. 

Third.  Shape :  broad  across  the  shoul- 
ders, the  body  tapering  ofi^,  wedge-shaped 
to  the  tail ;  back,  hollow  ;  girth  or  waist, 
small ;  the  legs  moderately  stout,  and 
clothed  with  small  feathers,  like  tight 
pantaloons. 

Fourth.  Carriage,  which  should  be 
upright,  with  the  crojp  properly  blown  out, 
not  slack  nor  stiff  winded;  prancing 
nicely  on  their  toes,  without  jumping ; 
and  not  raising  the  rump  feathers  when 
playing  ;  spreading  the  tail  like  a  fan,  and 
.Keeping  their  legs  moderately  close. 

Fifth.  Feather,  by  which  the  markings 
of  their  plumage  is  meant,  whether  blue, 
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black,  red,  or  yellow-pied;  they  should 
have  a  large  white  crescent  on  the  fore- 
part of  the  crop,  and  a  dark  bib  under  the 
Dill;  this  white  must  not  run  round  behind 
the  head ;  from  seven  to  ten  tip  flight 
'  feathers  in  each  pinion  should  be  white, 
as  also  the  covert  feathers  of  the  same 
number,  and  a  small  rose  or  crescent  on 
the  fore-part  of  the  shoulder;  the  thighs, 
legs,  and  vent  also  white ;  the  rest  of  the 
body  should  be  dark,  without  any  white. 

Blue-pied  appears  to  be  the  most 
natural  colour,  black,  red,  and  yellow, 
each  the  more  valuable  than  the  pre- 
ceding, on  account  of  the  greater  trouble 
of  procuring  good  birds  of  those  colours ; 
and  on  account  of  the  great  diflSculty  of 
procuring  red  and  yellow-pied  Pouters 
with  dark  tails,  they  are  allowed  to  have 
white,  but  on  close  inspection  these  will 
frequently  be  found  to  be  of  a  pale  straw- 
berry, or  mealy  colour.  Owing  to  their 
large  crops.  Ions  legs,  and  high  feeding, 
they  are  generally  very  bad  nurses,  con- 
sequently, the  young  are  raised  by  placing 
their  eggs  under  other  pigeons  that  are 
good  nurses,  such  as  Dragoons,  which  are 
kept  on  purpose,  care  being  taken  that 
these  have  laid  very  nearly  at  the  same 
time.  The  Pouters  must,  however,  be 
supplied  with  a  pair  of  eggs  to  sit  on,  and 
a  youn^  one  at  hatching  time,  a  few  days 
old,  to  feed  off  their  soft  meat ;  otherwise 
they  are  apt  to  fall  ill,  or  the  hen  be 
weakened  by  laying  again  too  soon. 
Their  nest-places,  etc.  should  be  lofty,  that 
thev  may  not  contract  a  habit  of  stooping, 
ana  kept  exceedingly  clean.  The  birds  it 
is  recommended  to  keep  separate  during 
winter,  and  to  make  them  as  tame  and 
familiar  as  possible.  A  register  of  their 
pedigree  should  be  carefully  attended  to, 
whereby  related  birds  may  not  be  mated 
together;  for,  to  have  Pouters  in  perfection 
requires  a  great  deal  of  attention  and 
careful  management,  which  will  account 
for  their  high  price. 

The  Dutch  Pouter  is  also  a  merry, 
active  bird,  playing  erect,  continually 
clapping  his  wings  and  jumping  at  his 


mate.  His  legs  are  thin,  and  frequently 
bare  of  feathers,  or  only  tuffed  on  the  toes ; 
his  colour  is  various,  his  crop  good,  but 
he  is  not  much  prized  in  this  country, 
though  the  £nglish  Pouter  is  thought  to 
be  descended  from  him,  with  a  slight*  ad- 
mixture of  Horseman  blood. 

The  old  German  Pouters  are  very  large 
pigeons,  and  scarce,  even  in  their  native 
country,  measuring  twenty-two  inches  in 
length,  from  the  tip  of  the  beak  to  the  end 
of  the  tail,  and  three  feet  six  inches,  from 
point  to  point  of  the  expanded  wings, 
their  tail  and  pinion-feathers  being  very 
long ;  the  beak  is  stout  and  rather  short ; 
the  legs  stout  and  short,  and  feet  feather- 
less  ;  the  crops  are  large  and  w^ell  made, 
but  from  the  shoHness  of  their  legs  they 
cannot  carry  themselves  erect.  They  are 
sometimes  turn-crowned  ;  in  colour  they 
are  marked  like  a  bald-headed  Tumbler, 
though  occasionally  quite  white.  They  are 
not  good  breeders,  on  account  of  their 
great  size ;  they  often  break  their  eggs,  or 
trample  their  young  to  death,  consequently 
they  require  raising  under  other  nurses. 
There  are  many  other  varieties  of  Pouters 
(Kropftauben)  in  Germany;  one  other 
that  I  must  mention  is  a  moderate-sized, 
thick-set  bird,  with  turned  crown,  feather- 
footed,  and  half-erect  carriage ;  the  crop 
is  not  quite  so  globular  as  in  some  others, 
and  their  plumage  blue  and  white.  But 
their  peculiarity  consists  in  their  manner 
of  flymg;  rising  a  considerable  height  in 
the  air,  with  distended  crop,  they  allow 
themselves  to  fall  or  descend  almost  to  the 
ground,  again  rising  and  performing  the 
same  feat  repeatedly. 

B.  P.  B. 
BessePs  Green,  near  Seven  Oaks,  Kent. 


The  Gipsy's  Hen. 

A  FEW  evenings  ago  I  sallied  forth  to 
enjoy  a  stroll  along  the  green  lanes  and 
fields  after  my  daily  toil.  The  evening 
was  delightful,  and  so  was  the  music  from 
the  birds  in  the  trees  and  hedges.  It  was 
equally  delightful   to    see    the    children 
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gambolling  along  in  wild  glee  and  gather- 
ing the  bashfal  buttercups  and  the  starry 
daisies,  until,  to  quote  Elliza  Cook, 
*^  wearied  with  prattle,  they  loitered  home 
in  ^wos  and  threes  laden  with  their 
flowery  spoils,  to  lie  and  dream  all  night 
of  worlds  made  of  flowers.^'  Continuing 
my  walk  amidst  a  most  delightful  per- 
fume from  the  flowers  of  the  thorn,  the 
bean-fields,  and  the  clover,  and  enjoying 
the  beauty  of  the  scene  around,  with  the 
setting  sun's  golden  light  thrown  upon 
the  buds  just  breaking  ''into  emerald 
greenness,"  I  came  upon  a  gipsv's  en- 
campment. A  heap  of  faggots  was  blazing 
on  tne  ground,  and  over  it  was  suspended 
the  kettle.  The  gipsies  were  some  of 
them  engaged  in  preparing  the  evening 
meal,  whilst  the  ctiildren  were  gathered 
around  their  father,  who  was  amusing 
them  by  playing  some  well-known  airs 
upon  his  violin. 

Down  by  yon  hazel  copse,  at  evenini;,  blazed 
The  gipsy  8  faggot — there  we  stood  and  gazed ; 
Gazed  on  her  sun- burnt  face  with  silent  awe> 
Her  tattered  mantle,  and  her  hood  of  straw. 
Her  moving  lips,  her  caldron  brimming  o'er ; 
The  drowsy  brood  that  on  her  back  she  bore. 
Imps,  ill  the  barn  with  mousing  owlet  bred, 
From  rifled  roost  at  nightly  revel  fed. 

Rogers. 
I  entered  into  conversation  with  them, 
and  examined  the  camp,  when  I  dis- 
covered, in  one  comer  of  a  cart,  a  hen 
sitting  upon  a  seat  of  eggs,  and  some  of 
her  chickens  were  hatched.  On  inquiry, 
I  found  that,  though  they  frequently 
travelled  many  miles  during  the  setting 
periodj  thev  had  generally  good  luck  with 
their  hatches.  The  fowls  were  healthy, 
and  supplied  the  gipsies  with  abundance 
of  eggs,  owing,  doubtless,  to  their  extensive 
pasturoffe,  and  the  multitude  of  insects 
found  in  the  shady  lanes.  My  visit  to  the 
camp  afibrded  me  another  proof  of  the 
retentive  vitality  in  eggs,  and  satisfied  me 
that  some  gipsies  are  courteous — cleanly 
in  their  tents,  and  poultry  producers  as 
well  as  consumers^  and  therefore  they  do 
not  alwc^s  have  recourse  to  the  neighbour- 
ing rojsts  for  their  revels. — C.  P.,  Boston. 


f  fet  €^at's  f tttMr-^0)f. 


BLACK  HAMBURG  VOWLS. 

SfR, — If  your  facetious  correspondent  *' Alecr 
tor"  will  again  look  into  *'  Johnson  and  Wing- 
field's  Poultry  Book,"  with  which  he  is  "  con- 
versant,"  he  will  there  find  a  better  description 
of  the  Black  Hamburg  Fowl,  with  all  its  points 
and  beauties,  than  I  have  leisure  to  furnish ;  and 
ftom  it  will  gather  that  thev  are  "  a  distinct 
variety"  and  *' a  good  kind.  The  iridescence 
and  gloss  of  theplumage  of  the  cock  is  really 
worth  seeing.  Tlie  Black  Hamburg  is  rather 
larger,  and  incomparably  hardier  than  either  of 
the  other  varieties,  and  they  are  everlasting  layers 
of  eggs ;  certainly  considerably  larger  than  those 
of  the  other  sorts.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  they 
must  be  approved  of  when  known. — Your  obe- 
dient servant,  T.  M.  G. 


TWIK-CHICKENS. 

Sir, — I  have  frequently  heard  the  question 
asked,  and  as  often  seen  it  in  print,  whether  two 
living  chicks  were  ever  produced  from  one  egg  ? 
but  not  till  this  season  have  had  positive  proof  of 
the  fact. 

I  have  been  told  the  thing  was  not  impotsible  : 
but  if  perchance  batched,  the  chicks  were  inva- 
riably deformed,  or  so  weak,  that  they  soon 
perished. 

I  placed  eight  large-sized  Cochin  China  eggs 
under  a  hen,  which  had  taken  to  her  nest  some 
days,  and  as  no  other  hir4s  could  intrude  them- 
selves, no  other  eggs  were  laid  during  her  inca* 
bation. 

On  the  twentieth  day,  on  lifting  her  from  the 
nest  for  feeding  (my  usual  practice),  I  discovered 
that  five  of  the  eggs  were  pecked,  which  on  her 
return  I  removed,  carefully  replacing  them  under 
her  when  settled  on  the  nest.  The  next  morning, 
on  examining  the  state  of  affairs,  I  found  one  e^ 
not  hatched,  and  bad,  and,  to  my  astonishment, 
eight  lively  chickens.  It  did  not  require  much  time 
to  discover  the  twins ;  they  were  much  smaller 
than  the  others,  and  though  now  more  than 
three  weeks  old,  are  still  strong,  but  maintain 
their  dwarfish  appearance. 

If  you  think  the  occurrence  worth  noticing  in 
the  *'  Chronicle,"  by  so  doing  you  will  oblige 
me.  You  will  at  least  favour  me  by  referring 
to  the  subject,  as  it  is  at  least  an  uncommon 
circumstance.  £.  Young. 
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ON  THB  DAT  BATH,  AND  OTPSUM. 

Sir,— I  haTo  read  with  interest  the  remarks  of 
several  of  your  correspondents  on  the  dry  hath 
for  fowls,  which  I  have  for  a  long  time  considered 
of  as  much  consequence  to  them  as  the  wet  bath 
is  to  man. 

I  am  more  pleased  with  the  recommendation  to 
mix  a  litde  flour  of  sulphur  with  ashes,  than 
xiving  malt-comb  or  barley-dust  for  the  bath : 
but  as  the  awn  of  the  barley  stimulates  and 
wanns  the  legs  of  young  chickens,  a  little  of  it 
also  might  be  added  to  the  ashes. 

I  ought  sooner  to  have  thanked  your  corre- 
spondent "Tom"  for  his  valuable  remarks, 
page  142,  on  Gypsum,  as  a  substance  for  strew- 
ing on  the  floor  of  a  fowl-house,  but  he  has  not 
satisfied  me.  He  says  in  substance,  that  the 
sulphate  of  ammonia  would  probably  be  rei)ulsive 
to  fowls,  and  that  they  would  not  touch  it.  If 
so,  it  cannot  harm  them  ;  and  I  believe,  that  if 
accidentally  they  did  take  a  little,  it  would  not 
injure  them  more  than  a  dose  of  ammonia  does 
injury  to  a  man. 

Burnt  gypsum  (plaster  of  Paris)  would  be  most 
injurious,  but  I  don't  see  why  we  may  not  mix  a 
litte  pounded  gypsum  with  the  food  of  poultry. 


Tenacity  of  Life  in  a  Fowl. 

A  coRRESPONDBNT  residing  near  Yon- 
kers,  Westchester  County^  communicates 
tiie  following  remarkable  fact,  which  our 
readers  may  rely  upon  as  correct.  During 
a  heavy  snow-storm  in  March  last,  he 
missed  one  of  his  hens,  and  after  looking 
in  vain  for  her,  gave  her  up  as  lost.  On 
the  thirty-fourth  day  after  tne  occurrence, 
his  attention  was  attracted  by  a  slight 
scratching  noise  inside  a  wooden  spout 
which  conducted  the  outer  air  to  his  fur- 
nace in  the  cellar,  and  upon  taking  oflF  one 
of  the  boards,  he  found  his  hen  mside — 
alive,  but  in  so  exhausted  a  state,  that  he 
was  unable  to  restore  her,  although  she 
lived  for  three  days  longer. 

She  was  a  fine  black  hen,  a  cross 
between  a  Shanghai  and  Poland,  about 
two  years  old.  During;  all  these  thirty- 
four  days  it  was  impossible  she  could  have 
received  any  food  or  water,  and  there  was 
a  strong  current  of  the  coldest  air  con- 
stantly rushing  past  her. 


Our  correspondent  regrets  exceedingly 
he  cannot  report  her  now  alive,  after  such 
an  effort  to  retain  the  vital  principle. 
Has  any  one  ever  heard  of  such  tenacity 
of  life  in  a  chicken  ? 


®jof  ffjofmsuimljtnts- 

p.  /.  writes,  *'  Your  reporter  has  led  you  into 
a  slight  error  with  reference  to  the  sale  at  Mr. 
Stevens's  last  mentioned  by  yon.  The  Brahma 
chickens,  alUx>ugh  catalogued  in  pairs,  were  sold 
singly  at  the  prices  mentioned ;  as  they  were  very 
young,  and  of  course  not  the  best  of  the  stock 
from  which  they  were  taken,  the  owner  was 
satisfied  with  the  return." 

T.  M.  G.— We  hope  the  little  article  called 
**  The  Tail  Movement,"  which  want  of  space 
obliged  us  to  set  aside  last  week,  will  give  the 
desired  information ;  if  not,  we  shall  be  happy  to 
hear  from  our  correspondent  again.  At  the  show 
mentioned,  the  Bath,  the  prizes  were  withheld 
from  the  henny-feathered  Hamburg  cocks,  by 
Messrs.  Andrews,  Symmonds,  and  Hewitt, 
names  of  no  mean  weight  to  add  to  that  of  our 
valued  contributor  **  Sylvanus." 

R,  B.-'We  had  much  pleasure  in  forwarding 
the  letter. 

/.  L.,  of  Maeele»field,  writes,  "  Two  of  my 
neighbours  have  had  hens  shot  and  poisoned, 
being  caught  trespassing  in  gardens;  can  any  of 
your  subscribers  give  information  as  regards  the 
shooting  and  poisoning  of  hens,  cats,  dogs,  &c., 
and  likewise  about  the  annoyance  of  noisy  Cochin 
cocks,  they  not  being  trespassers?"  As  the  pound 
is  the  appointed  means  of  redress  in  the  case  of 
animals  which  trespass,  would  not  the  value  of 
hens  shot  or  poisoned  be  recoverable  ?  We  should 
fancy  a  neighbour  could  no  more  interfere  re- 
specting a  noisy  fowl,  except  by  remonstraDce, 
than  he  could  oblige  us  to  quiet  a  cross  child. 

Mra,  H,  S,  has  an  Andalusian  cock,  which 
crowed  under  three  weeks  old. 

R,  6. — ^We  agree  with  our  correspondent  that 
**  very  little  is  known  of  the  diseases  of  fowls." 
If  an  experimental  hospital  could,  as  he  suggests, 
be  established  under  the  care  of  a  i^eterinary  sur- 
geon, or  human  doctor,  it  would,  no  doubt,  be 
valuable  to  amateurs ;  but  would  it  answer  to  the 
proprietor  ?  If  any  one  who  could  bring  know- 
ledge and  observation  to  the  task  would  under- 
take it,  we  should  feel  great  pleasure  iu  publish- 
ing the  results  from  time  to  time. 
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/SoM.  B.  /T.— We  are  sorry  to  say  "  W.  W.'s 

capital  and  useful  course  of  papers  is  coacluded; 
but  if  our  correspondent  should  be  at  a  loss  on 
any  point  not  touched  on  in  the  *'  Hints/*  we 
feel  sure  he  would  kindly  answer  any  question 
for  M.  B.  H/s  information. 

H.  F. — On  the  Sebright  next  week. 

A  Novice  wishes  to  know  if  there  is  to  be  a 
show  at  Newmarket  ?  It  has  not  been  announced. 

G,  G.  purchased  a  Cochin  cock  two  years 
since  that  exhibited  precisely  the  same  symptoms 
as  that  belon^ng  to  "  Henricus."  He  tried 
many  remedies,  but  all  were  unsuccessful.  After 
death  he  made  a  post-mortem  examination  of  the 
bird,  and  found  large  tumours  on  the  inside  of 
the  passage  of  the  entrails  and  near  the  yent, 
which  he  thinks  arose  from  feeding  on  meal  and 
greaves. 


Fonltry  Market,  Leadenhall. 

The  market  has  been  subject  to  fluctuation 
this  week.    The  absence  of  the  Court  from  Lon- 
don,  Ascot  Races,    and  bad  weather,  checked 
the  demand  for  some  days.   The  supply  is  mode- 
rate, and  trade  better  than  it  has  been,  still,  bow- 
ever,  below  the  average. 
Large  Fowls     . .  6s.    6d.    to    98.  Od.  each. 
Smaller    do.     ..4s.    Od.    to    5s.  6d.     „ 
Chickens    ..      ..3s.    Od.    to    4s.  Od.    „ 
6.  Geese    ..     ..5s.    Od.    to    6s.  Od.     „ 
Ducklings  . ,     . .  3s.    6d.    to    3s.  9d.    „ 
Leverets     ..     ..3s.    6d.    to    5s.  Od.    ,y 
Pigeons      ..     ..Is.    Od.    to    Is.  3d.    „ 
Rabbits      ..     ..Is.    6d.  Is.  8d.    „ 

Do.    Wild    ..Os.  lOd.    to    Is.  Od.    „ 

Quails Is.    9d.    to    28.  Od.    „ 

Plovers*  eggs,  in  bulk,  5s.  to  68.  Od.  perdoz. 


^^MmmtrdL 


PIGEONS.-A  TREATISE  on  the  Art  of 
Breeding  and  Managing  Fancy  PIGEONS. 
Also,  how  to  breed  the  Antwerp,  or  most  subtle, 
cunning,  sharpest-flying  Pigeon  for  Homeing. 
Carefully  compiled  from  the  best  authors,  con- 
taining the  whole  of  the  Works  of  Moore,  1735  ; 
Mayor,  1765  j  Girtin;  Boys,  Esqr's.,  Notes. 
With  Observations  and  Reflections,  by  J.  M. 
Eaton,  with  seven  elegantly-engraved  coloured 
Portraits  (large  as  lif^)  by  Wolstenholme.  Pub- 
lished by  and  to  be  obtained  of  the  author, 
John  Matthews  Eaton,  7,  Islington-green, 
London,  price  lOs.,  post  free.  IVfoney  Orders 
payable  86,  Upper-street,  Islington. 


MATTHEW  RIDGWAY,  Dewsbury,  has  for 
SALE,  one  Black  Bantam  Cock  and  two 
Hens,  one  Golden  Sebright  Bantam  Cock  and 
I  two  Hens,  one  Silver- spangled  HUtmburg  Cock 
;  and  two  Hens,  one  White-faced  Spanish  Cock 
and  two  Hens,  one  Hen-feathered  Silver-spangled 
Cock  and  two  hens. 

The  above  include  several  bond  fide  Prize 
Birds,  and  are  to  be  disposed  of  to  make  room 
for  this  season's  chickens. 

Any  of  the  above  w|ll  be  sold  on  equitable 
terms.    For  price,  &c.,  apply  as  above. 

Mr.  R.  will  dispose  of  eggs  from  his  best  stock 
as  under  during  the  season  : 

Buff  Cochins,  Silver- spangled  Hamburgs, 
Golden  Sebright  Bantams,  10s.  per  setting  of 
thirteen;  Black  Bantams,  21s.  per  setting. 
Package  included. 

A  FEW  SETTINGS  of  Speckled  DORKING 
EGGS,  from  birds  bred  from  the  same 
stock  as  the  chickens  which  took  the  first  prize 
in  their  class,  at  the  recent  Bath  and  West  of 
England  Poultry  Exhibition,  and  were  highly 
commended  also,  may  be  had  at  one  sovereign 
per  dozen,  package  included,  on  application  to 
Thos.  Bromwich,  jun.,  Sutton  Coldfield,  near 
Birmingham. 

Also  a  few  Eggs  of  the  Labrador  Black  Ducks, 
the  same  breed  as  those  whidi  took  the  first 
prize  in  Class  39,  at  Cheltenham,  June  14th,  and 
have  taken  four  other  prizes.  Price  10s.  6d., 
package  included.  —Apply  as  above. 

•nORKING,  SURREY.— Tamerlane 
U  BowEN,  Dealer  in  Dorking  Fowls  for 
Breeders,  has  recently  made  extensive  purchases 
in  Spring  Chickens  of  the  best  breed  that  this 
favoured  locality  produces ;  and  those  who  may 
feel  desirous  to  be  supplied  vrith  what  is  really 
good,  have  only  to  address  a  few  lines  to  the 
above  dealer,  with  a  remittance,  or  a  respectable 
reference,  and  every  care  and  attention  shall  be 
paid  to  the  order. 

N.B.  Eggs  for  Setting,  warranted,  at  5s.  per 
dozen. 


PARTRIDGE  COLOUR  CHINA  FOWLS. 
— A  few  choice  specimens  to  be  SOLD 
cheap,  comprising  well-matched  and  Prize  Hens. 
— Apply  to  T.  A.,  Esq.,  care  of  Publisher  of  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle,"  1,  York-street,  Covent- 
Garden,  London. 

THOMAS  FRICKER,  Game,  Poultry,  Pork, 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall- 
market,  London. 
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BY    HER    MAJESTY'S    ROYAL 
LETTERS  PATENT. 


AGRICULTURAL  and  POULTRY 
FENCING,  MANUFACTURED 
BY  PATENT  MACHINERY. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number 
and  quality  of  POULTRY  in  the 
United  Kingdom  within  the  last  few 
years  has  created  a  demand  for  an 
efficient  Poultry  Fence,  which  has 
called  into  existence  every  possible 
contrivance  and  adaptation  of  the  Wire 
and  Cord  Netting,  all  of  which  have 
more  or  less  proved  failures. 

B.  Greening  and  Co.  have  succeeded  in  sup- 
plying  this  acknowledged  deficiency,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  variety  of  their  Portable  Wire 
Fencing. 

No.  11.  Patent  Double  Fencing  (Proof 
against  Poultry  and  Chickens). 

This  Fencing  (which  they  manufacture  by 
machinery,  patented  last  year)  is  light,  portable, 
and  elegant  in  appearance,  yet  stronger  and  more 
durable  than  any  Fence  before  the  public.  It 
requires  few  standards,  and  is  fixed  with  the 
utmost  facility  by  a  labourer  or  gardener. 


The  following  are  the  principal  other  varieties : 
-—Cattle  Fencing,  Sheep  and  Lamb  Fence,  Hare 
and  Rabbit  Proof  Fencing,  Ornamental  Fencing 
for  Gardens,  Trainers  for  Peas,  Garden  Border- 
ing, Export  Fencing,  &c.  &c.,  manufactured  by 
Patent  Machinery  by  Benjamin  Greening 
and  Co. 

1  and  3,  Church  Gates,  and  2,  Catbaton- 
street,  Manchester. 

From  whom  every  information,  together  with 
Prospectuses  and  Engraved  Sheets  of  Patterns, 
may  be  obtained  gratis. 


EGGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3s.  4d. 

BaiiyV  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d.;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
13s.  6d.     Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 


BRAHMA  POOTRA  EGGS,  from  the  choicest 
bir4s  of  an  Amateur,  Brahmas  of  whose 
breeding  have  competed  successfully  at  the  first 
shows  in  the  kingdom,  viz.,  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural, Great  Metropolitan,  Birmingham,  Great 
Yarmouth,  Doncaster,  Norwich,  Winchester, 
and  Manchester,  price  £3.  3s.  per  dozen.  War- 
ranted from  the  best  prize  and  selected  birds  only. 
Apply  to  W.C.G.,  Post-office, Sandbach,  Cheshire. 


WANTED  a  pair  of  Grey  or  Speckled 
DORKINGS,  pure  bred,  silver  hackle, 
and  of  good  weight,  the  cock  about  10  lbs.,  hen 
about  8  lbs.,  either  together  or  separate,  for 
which  a  fair  price  would  be  given. — Address 
H.  Y.,  Post-office,  Hereford. 

WEST  KENT  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
OF  POULTRY,  &c.,  and  Miscellaneous 
Flower  Show  (open  to  all  England),  under 
most  distinguished  patronage,  will  take  place  in 
the  Market  Field,  FARNINGH  AM,  on  Tuesday, 
(private  view),  June  20th,  1854,  and  following 
day.  Subscription  tickets  of  admission  (available 
on  both  days),  58.  each.  Lists  of  Prizes  and  Cer- 
tificates of  Entry  for  Poultry,  &c.,  are  now  ready, 
and  may  be  had  on  application,  post-paid,  to  the 
Secretary,  B.  Thomas.  For  Schedules  of  Prizes 
for  Flowers,  &c.,  apply  to  Mr.  Alfred  Lock- 
yer,  Hon.  Sec,  Famingham.  The  Entries  will 
close  on  the  5th  of  June. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Management, 

Baptiste  Thomas,  Sec. 
Committee  Room,  Lion  Inn, 
Famingham. 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO/S 
PATENT  WIRE  FENCING, 
strong  enough  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2id.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide.. 

Address  William  Dray  and  Co., 
Agricultural  Implement  Manufacturers, 
Swan-lane,  Upper  Thames-street, 
London. 


CHICKENS  OF  1854. 


JOHN  FAIRLIE,  Esq.,  Cheveley-park,  New- 
market, will  be  prepared,  after  the  30th  June, 
to  DISPOSE  of  the  CHICKENS  from  his  well- 
known  Prize  Brahmas,  Cochins,  Dorkings,  Scotch 
Bakies,  Turkeys,  Geese,  and  Ducks. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTB 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARE  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fael. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON,&  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
hill.  London,  who  also  supplv  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices : — 1  yard  wide,  Hd.,  2 yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard  ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  Georoe  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


FOR  SALE,  very  cheap,  inconsequence  of  the 
owner  going  abroad,  three  pair  of  Ptarmi- 
gans, one  year  old,  M  the  pair;  and  about 
thirty  chickens,  five  to  eight  weeks  old,  at  lOs. 
each.  A  few  eggs  at  Is.  each.  A  Dorking  Cock 
and  three  Hens,  second  prize,  Dorcliester  and 
Surrey  Gardens,  £3;  and  Chickens  bred  from 
them,  including  four  Pullets,  hatched  February 
5th,  lOs.  each.—Apply,  enclosing  a  stamp,  to 
F.  Bemal,  Esq.,  Fareham,  Hants. 

SUBSTANTIAL  POULTRY- HOUSE,  £4, 
consisting  of  house  4  feet  square  and  6  feet 
high,  and  roofed  run  for  fowls  9  feet  by  4  feet. 
Drawings  of  several  sent  free.  The  above  arc 
portable,  and  can  be  taken  down  or  put  up  by 
any  ordinary  labourer.  Wire  work  from  6  to  15 
inches  wide,  6fd.  per  square  yard,  to  enclose 
poultry,  &c.— R.  Richardson,  21,  Tonbridge- 

Slace,  New-road,  near  King's-cross.  N.B. 
faker  of  garden  summer-houses,  and  iron  and 
wood  houses  for  emigrants ;  drawings  of  21  Emi- 
grants'houses,  and  28  Summer-houses,  sent  free. 


Scale  op  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

Six  Lines ,....   Bs.  Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.  4d. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  3s.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  bvpost-office  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  1,  Vork-street,  Covent- garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed.—  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholesale  Agents,  G.  Routledge  &  Co., 
Farringdon  -street. 

Londok:  Printed  by  Charles  WYMAN.at  the  Printing  Office 
of  COX  (Brothers)  &  WYMAN,  74  &  75,  Great  Qneen-street, 
Linooln1«-inn-field8,  and  pabliffhed  by  George  Clemckts, 
1,  York-ctreet,  Covent  Garden.— Wednesday,  Jane  ai  1894. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Society,  June 
27th  and  28th.  Secretaries,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  Public 
Library,  Plymouth,  and  C.  Hancock,  Esq., 
Emma-place,  Stonehouse.    Entries  are  closed. 

Bideford  Poultry  Show.  First  Meeting,  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday,  June  27th  and  28th«  Secre- 
tary, John  Jones,  Tnq, 

Harrogate  First  Exhibition,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  dth  and  6th  of  July,  in  the  Royal 
Cheltenham  Grounds,  Low  Harrogate.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  James  Pnllan,  Promenade-squaxe.  En- 
tries close,  Wednesday,  June  21st. 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  m  the  week 
commencinff  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  are 
dosed. 

Great  Yarmouth  and  Eastern  Counties,  l^th- 
drawn. 

Yorkshire  Agricoltural  Sodety,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretanr,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.   Entries  close  July  19th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Improvement  Society  of 
Ireland's  Show,  at  Armagn,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  9th  and  10th  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, Thomas  Harkoess,  Esq.,  Upper  Sackville- 
street,  Dublin.    Entries  dose  July  19th. 


Clerdand  Agricultural  Sodetv's  Show,  in- 
duding  Poultry,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 
and  18th  of  August.  Secretanr,  Mr.  Thomas 
Harrington.  Entries  dose  Saturday,  August  5th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barfordf  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretury, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  Houle,  Malvern. 
Entries  dose  August  19th. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  in  connexion  with  the 
Northamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  21st.  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Sodety,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion,  in  conjunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Sodety,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21  st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'cC.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Assodation,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Seanetaries,  Messrs.  T.Wootton  and  J.D.Muddi- 
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msxi,  Jadges'  Lodge,  Aylecbnry.  The  ^cliedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  ^Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  Slst 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
Thnmall,  Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and 
Mr.  C.  Howard,  Biddenbam,  near  Bedford.  En- 
tries close  October  Ist.  The  Schedule  will  be 
ready  June  16th. 

Reading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Reading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties'  Association,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Seovetaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  doM  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  dose 
January  1st. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretariet  und  Com' 

mittee9  of  Poultry  Shows  will  fopour  w  with 

early  impressions  of  the  Schedules.    These,. and 

I  all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 

addressed  to  "  Monk  Bams,  Mamp^tead" 


The  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the 
American  National  Poultry:  Society  (whose 
exhibition  occurred  last  February)  has 
just  been  published  in  New  York.  Al- 
though the  Show  took  place  under  some 
disadvantages,  it  was  successful  beyond 
the  expectation  of  its  projectors. 

*^Just  at  the  time,"  says  the  Keporty 
*'  when  it  became  necessary  that  the  final 
arrangements  for  the  exhibition  should  be 
completed,  that  magnificent  structure,  the 
Metropolitan  Hall,  fell  a  prey  to  the  de- 


vouring element,  fire^  and  ^bhe  executive 
committee  were  at  a  loss  to  know  where 
to  look  for  a  place  suited  to  the  holding  of 
the  exhibition.    The  comptoative  destitu- 
tion of  the  city  of  all  buildings  of  a  cha- 
racter  calculated    to    accommodate  the 
crowds  of  visitors  that  may  ever  be  ex- 
pected to  flock  to  any  exhibition  suited  to 
the  entertainment  of  the  masses,  would 
probably  have  compelled  them  to  abandon 
the  exhibition  entirely,  had  not  Mr.  Bar- 
num  promptly  yielded  to  their  solicita- 
tions, and  placed  the  American  Museum 
building  at  their  disposal.    An  arrange* 
ment  was  soon  entered  into  with  Mr.  B., 
whereby  he  agreed  to  pay  all   the    ex- 
penses of  the  show,  the  outlay  for  feed, 
care,  &c.,  as  well  as  that  for  advertising, 
,  and  the  whole  amount  for  premiums,  some 
500  dollars,  and  take  as  an  equivalent  the  | 
receipts  from  visitors,  giving  them,  in  ad-  ' 
dition  to  a  look  at  the  poultry,  a  free 
pass  to  the  Innumerable  attractions  of  the 
Museum,    The  managers  are  glad  to  an-  I 
nounce  that  the  operation  did  not  prove  | 
disadvantageous  to  Mr.  B."  i 

Notwithstanding  that  the  notice  given 
to  breeders  and  fanciers  was  short,  and 
the  weather  so  bad  as  to  keep  back  both 
fowls  and  visitors  in  great  numbers,  the 
collection  was  so  large  that  the  managers 
found  it  necessary  at  the  meeting  *'  to  sug- 
gest that,  at  the  future,  exhibitions  of  the 
Society,'  no  exhibitor  be  allowed  to  enter 
n\ore  tiian  one  coop  of  any  variety  of  fowls, 
unless  differing  in  age  or  feather ;  for, 
while  they  would  not  object  to  exhibitors 
disposing  of  their  stock  at  the  fairs  of  the 
Society,  they  wish  to  discourage  the  pros- 
titution of  the  exhibition-room  to  the  pur- 
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poses  of  a  common  market-place,  to  which 
end  the  entry  of  a  number  of  coops  of  one 
variety  is  decidedly  conducive." 

Some  interesting  discussion  took  place 
on  poultry  nomenclature,  which,  if  foU 
lowed  up,  cannot  but  lead  to  useful  re- 
sults. Some  persons  present  suggested 
that  fowls  of  all  the  lawe  Asiatic  breeds 
should  go  by  the  name  of  Shanghaes ;  but 
a.  communication,  which  was  read,  from 
Dr.  G.  W.  Lawrence,  proposed  the  adop- 
tion of  the  name  GctUus  Gigantemy  and 
that  they  should  be  farther  divided  accord- 
ing to  colour.  Whether  this  generalization 
was  intended  to  include  Malays  was  not 
specified.  A  proposal  was  submitted  to 
the  meeting,  "that  all  full-crested  fowls 
should  be  known  by  the  name  of  Polands.'* 

It  appears  evident  from  the  Report,  that 
at  this  exhibition  a  much  larger  number 
of  judges  was  employed  than  is  usual  at 
our  ]>oultry  shows  ;  four  distinct  classes 
of  judges  are  named  as  having  officiated  at 
New  Yoric,  each  class  apparently  consist- 
ing of  many  persons.  The  advantage  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  judges  is  unquestion- 
ahle ;  thja  disadvantages  are,  the  difficulty 
of  finding  so  many  with  sufficient  know- 
ledge who  are  not  themselves  exhibitors, 
and  the  expense  to  the  poultry  shows.  If 
any  of  our  numerous  American  corre- 
spondents will  kindly  inform  us,  and, 
through  our  pages,  their  British  fellow- 
amateurs,  how  these  difficulties  are  got 
over  with  them,  we  shall  be  very  mu 
obliged. 

Schedule  of  the  Harrogate  EDiow. 

As  we  could  not  find  space  for  the  inser- 
tion of  this  schedule  before  the  day  on  which 


the  entries  olooed,  we  will  only  give  the  lead- 
ing particulars.  Three  prizes  are  offi^red 
for  each  of  the  usual  classes,  of  158^  lOs., 
and  5s.,  respectiyely,  and  7s.  6d.  for  a  pen 
of  four  chickens  of  each  kind.  The  Brahma 
Pootra  fowls  appear  to  be  &vQurltes  In  the 
district,  as  they  rank  only  second  in  the 
schedule,  being  placed  before  the  Dorking 
and  Cochin  China  classes.  The  classes  are 
much  the  same  as  those  at  most  shows, 
with  the  addition  of  EHder  ducks,  rabbits, 
and  guinea-pigs. 

The  names  of  all  the  gentlemen  of  the 
committee  are  published  in  the  schedule. 

Five  per  cent,  only  will  be  deducted  from 
the  sales. 

12.  The  Poultry  must  be  in  the  Sbow-vard  on 
Wednesday,  the  5th  of  July,  at  Bight  'o'clock, 
a.ni .  The  baskets  to  be  addressed  to  *  'Afr.  Jambs 
PoLLAN,  Cheltenham  Grounds,  Harrogate/'  ttm 
carriage  in  all  cases  being  previously  paid  by 
the  Exhibitor^ 

13.  Subscribers  of  5fl.  per  annum  will  we  en- 
titled to  exhibit  poultry ;  no  mbaeriber  can  enter 
more  than  two  pens  in  any  one  class,  or  more 
than  three  pens  in  the  whole  for  As.,  but  two 
additional  pens  may  be  exhibited  for  every  ad- 
ditional 5s. 

14.  Non-subscribers,  Is.  each  entry.  Sub- 
scribers of  5s.  per  annum  will  be  entitled  to  one 
card  of  admission  to  the  priyate  view,  on  Wed- 
nesday the  5tb  July,  and  the  following  day ;  and 
an  additional  card  for  every  5s.  Subscribers  ad- 
mitted to  the  private  view  on  Wednesday,  at  Otie 
o'clock.  Non-subscribers  on  the  payment  of 
2s.  6d. ;  and  on  Thursday  at  Nine  o'clock,  Non- 
subscribers  Is.  each. 

15.  Dogs,  sticks,  and  umbrellaa  will  not  be 
allowed  in  the  exhibition. 

16.  The  prizes  will  be  paid  in  the  committee- 
room  *'  George  Hotel." 


Schedule  of  the  Daventry  Show. 

The  Daventry  Show,  which  will  be  held 
on  the  21st  of  ^ptember,  is  limited  to  the 
county  of  Northampton. 

Members  of  the  Society  exhibit  free  ;  an^ 
person,  living  in  the  county,  may  exhibit 
on  payment  of  2s.  6d.  for  each  pen. 

Members  will  have  the  privilege  of 
nominating  one  cottager  to  exhibit. 
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The  fowl*  must  aU  be  in  the  Show  Yard 
by  E^hi  o'clock  in  the  moniinff. 

In  addition  to  the  foiegoingr  Prize  List» 
there  wiU  be  Sweejwtakef  m  the  different 
ClaweSy  and  any  penon  wialung  to  enter, 
can  tee  the  list  at  Meeers.  Fbsemah  and 
Son's,  Market-eqnare,  Northampton,  who 
will  alfo  ffYBttoy  information  that  may  be 
required. 

PRIZE   LIST. 

Tht  pnuare  to  eonialm  a  eoek  and  two  kmu, 
both /owls  and  ehiekeiu. 

Clou,  ^»    2"^* 

1.  CoLor»iDDo»MiroFowli(aiiy 

age) 15i#..  lOs. 

2.  Ditto  Ditto (diiekeos)  .«  15t...  lOs. 
3«  Whitb  DoBKiiro  (any  age)  ••  lOs... 

4.  CocHiK  Chik A  (any  age)      ..  lOi... 

5.  Ditto  Ditto  (chickens)  .•        ••  lOi... 

6.  Gamb  Fowl 10i..« 

7.  Ditto  Ditto  (ebickeof)  ..        ..  lOf... 

8.  OoLDSx  Hakbubo  (any  age). .  lOs. .  • 

9.  SiLTBB  Hambubo  (any  age) ..  lOf* .. 
10«  Amr  OTBBa  Distinct  Bbbed 


(any  age) 


lOfl. 


5a. 
5i. 
5i. 
5i. 
5i. 
5s. 
5s. 

5s. 


11.  MixiD  Bbbbd  best  nited  tor  a 

jTann ••  10s.. •    5s. 


In  Class  2,  "  for  Coloured  Dorkhig  chickens/' 
a  third  prise  of  5s.  is  added. 


Sohednla  of  the  Bedforddiire  Show. 

The  Bedfordshire  second  annual  exhi- 
bition will  take  place  in  the  Corn  Ex- 
change, Bedford,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday,  October  31st,  and  Novem- 
ber 1st  and  2nd.  The  classes  which  are 
given  make  no  distinction  of  age ;  there 
are  no  classes  expressly  for  chickens. 


PRIZE    LIST. 
Soekpemit  to  conloni  Coei  and  two  Haw. 

1.  Spakish  ..       ..       ..   XL  ..  10s. 

2.  DoBKiire  (White)  ••   £l»  ••  10s. 

3.  DoBKore  (Cokmied) ..       ..   £1.  ..  lOs. 

4.  Cochin  China  (Cuinamon  and 

Enff)...        ..        ..        ..   ^•..  10s. 

5.  Cochin  China   (Brown  and 

Partaidge  Feathered)  ..  £1.  ..  lOs. 

6.  Cochin  China  (White)      ..  £1.  ..  lOs. 

7.  Bbahma  Pootba      ..        ..  £1.  ..  10s. 

8.  Malay £i.  ..  10«. 

9.  Gamb     (Black-bieaitod    and 

other  Redi) £1.  ..  10s. 

10.  Gamb  (White  and  PUes)  ..  £1.  ..  10s. 

11.  Game  (other  Tarieties)  ..  £1.  ..  10s. 

12.  Poland  (Golden)       ..  ,.  JSl.  ..  10s. 

13.  Poland  (Silver)         ..  ..  £1.  ..  10s. 

14.  Poland  (Any  other  variety  or 

colour)  ..        ..        .•  £1.  ••  10s. 

15.  Hambubo    (Golden-pendOed)  £1.  ..  10s. 

16.  Hambubo  (Silver-pencilled)..  £1.  ..  lOs. 

17.  Hambubo  (Golden-spangled)  £1.  ..  10s. 

18.  Hambubo  (SilTer-spangled) . .  £1.  ..  10s. 

19.  Bantams  (Gold-laoed)        ..  10s.  ..  58. 

20.  Bantams  (Silrer-laced)       ..  10s.  ..  58. 

21.  Bantams  (Black)      ..        ••  10s. ..  5s. 

22.  Bantams  (White)     ..        ..  lOs.  ••  56. 

23.  Bantams  (Any  other  Tariety 

or  colour)      ..        ..        ..  lOs.  ..    58. 

24.  For  any  other  distinct  breed  of 

poultry         £1.  ..  lOs. 
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Clm.  !</• 

25.  Mixed  B&bsds  (the  Cross  to 

be  stated) 158. 

26.  Ducks    (White    Aylesbury), 

Drake  and  two  Ducks       ••    £1.  . 

27.  Ducks  (Rouen)         ..        ••   £1. 


28.  Ducks  (any  other  Tariety)    . .    £1. 

29.  Gekss«  Gander  and  two  Geese  £1. 

30.  TuKKBTS,  Cock  and  two  Hens  £1, 


2nd. 
lOs. 

10s. 
10s. 
lOs. 
10s. 
10s. 


EZT&ACTS  VBOM  THE  REOULATIONSr 

The  entries  close  on  the  16th  October. 

The  poultry  to  be  in  the  place  of  exhibition  on 
tiie  30th  October,  and  the  baskets  addressed  to 
the  **  Secretaries,  Com  Exchange,  Bedford ; " 
the  carriage  in  all  cases  being  previously  pud  by 
the  exhibitor. 

Subscribers  of  10s.  6d.  per  annum  will  be  en- 
titled to  two  tickets  of  admission  to  the  priyate 
riew;  and  subscribers  to  a  larger  amount  to 
tickets  in  the  same  proportion ;  evexj  subscriber 
will  be  entitled  to  free  admission  during  the  other 
days  of  the  exhibition. 

Exhibitors  to  pay  3s.  per  pen  for  fowls,  and  4s. 
per  pen  for  geese  and  turkeys. 

Subscribers  will  have  the  privilege  of  nominat- 
ing one  cottager  to  exhibit;  the  charge  for  pens 
to  such  nominee  will  be  reduced  one-half. 

Jlie  committee  will  superintend  the  receiving, 
feeding,  and  penning  the  specimens,  and  will  take 
proper  care  of  them  during  the  time  they  are  in 
their  possession,  but  will  not  make  themselves 
responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage  that  may 
occur. 

Exhibitors  will  not  under  any  pretence  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  place  of  exhibition  until 
after  the  prizes  have  been  awarded. 

With  all  letters  requiring  a  reply,  a  postage- 
stamp  must  be  sept,  and  all  parties  requiring  a 
prize  list  and  certificates  of  entry,  to  be  trans- 
mitted by  post,  must  enclose  two  postage  stamps. 

There  will  be  a  private  view  at  one  o  clock,  on 
Tuesday,  October  31st,  after  the  prizes  have  been 
awarded.  Charge  for  admission  to  non*sub- 
Bcribers,  2s.  6d. :  and  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day, la.  each. 

Subscriptions  may  be  paid  to  either  of  the 
secretaries,  or  to  Mr.  Tbompson,  Bookseller, 
High-street,  Bedford. 


Chas.'howae^^^^    jSecretaries. 


On  the  Game  Fowl. 

BY  "COCKSPUK." 

Allow  me  first,  Mr.  Editor,  to  thank 
you  for  the  excellent  fare  you  nave  given 
us  in  your  "  Chronicle,"  and  to  wish  you 
a  long  and  prosperous  existence.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  "poultry mania"  would 
soon  die  away.  The  "mania,"  Sir,  may 
die  away,  but  when  the  love  of  simple  and 
pleasing  pursuits  has  been  once  engendered, 
the  legitimate  indulgence  in  these  does  not 
so  soon  "  die  away "  as  may  be  by  some 
imagined.  Objects  of  nature,  whether 
they  be  flowers,  birds,  or  insects,  when  once 
they  have  drawn  our  attention  towards 
them,  generally  retain  it  for  years.  But 
why.  Sir,  should  it  be  wished  "by  any  one, 
that  the  love  of  poultry  should  die  away? 
It  is  a  pursuit  calculated  to  give  useful 
and  prohtable  results,  both  in  a  money 
point  of  view  and  in  a  personal  one ;  it  is 
a  pursuit  in  whiich  father,  wife,  and  chil- 
dren, can  all  participate ;  it  does  not  lead 
a  father  from  nis  family,  and  to  ladies  who 
have  not  the  ties  of  a  household  to  engage 
them,  it  offers  an  interesting  occupation, 
while  to  those  who  have  such  duties,  it 
affords  a  pleasing  recreation. 

In  the  hope.  Sir,  that  I  may  add  some 
not  uninteresting  reminiscences  of  the  game 
cock,  his  breeding,  his  qualities,  and  his 
past  glories,  I  have  ventured  to  forward 
you  these  memorials  of  an  age  gone  by; 
believing  at  the  same  time  that  tney  may 
show  us  what  ought  to  be  our  criterion  in 
giving  judgment  on  a  game  fowl,  as  well 
as  indicate  how  we  ought  to  proceed  in  our 
breedinfi^  of  others. 

The  days  have  now  gone  by,  or  nearly  so, 
when  the  study  of  producing  a  good  game 
cock — ^with  all  the  requisite  qualities  for  a 
successful  competitor  in  the  pit — was 
deemed  a  necessary  qualification  for  a 
sporting  gentleman.  It  so  happened  that 
my  early  life  was  spent  amongst  gentlemen 
who  had  received  an  education  m  such  a 
school,  and  who  imparted  to  me  their  love 
of  these  birds,  and  some  of  their  experience 
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in  producing  them,  without,  however,  the 
neat  desire  of  seeing  their  prowess  tested 
by  deadly  combats 

It  was  not  uncommon  then,  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  I  lived,  for  county  to  fight 
against  county, — ^thatis,  certain  gentlemen 
in  one  comity  to  compete  against  certain 
gentleman  in  another  county, — ^in  what  was 
termed  a  long  main.  Those  long  mains 
continued  for  a  week,  at  the  rate  of  about 
ten  or  twelve  battles  each  day,  for  a  stake 
varying  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds  a 
battle,  and  from  one  hundred  to  five  hun- 
dred the  main.  These  took  place  inde- 
pendent of  the  foul",  eighty  or  sixteen  cock 
mains,  that  prevailed  during  the  season, 
when  the  birds  were  fredi  or  in  good 
feather.  The  game  cock  might  then  be 
said  to  have  been  in  his  greatest  perfection ; 
for  everything  was  done  that  care,  atten- 
tion, and  science,  could  prompt,  to  produce 
birds  of  the  greatest  courage,  activity,  and 
vigour. 

I  have  often  felt  that  the  iinportance  of 
good  crossing,  and  the  evils  of  breeding 
m  and  in,  were  known  to  the  old  cock- 
fighters,  and  carefully  studied  long  before 
they  became  appreciated  bv  the  breeders  of 
cattle.  Nor  can  I  help  thinking,  but  that 
some  of  our  earliest  and  best  breeders  of 
short-horns  took  a  few  hints  from  their 
cock-breeding  friends,  and  incorporated 
these  into  their  beef  and  mutton.  For 
some  years  past  the  game  cock  has  become 
rather  a  scarce  bird  throughout  England ; 
at  least  such  as  are  purely  bred  and  exhi- 
biting the  best  points  of  this  fowl.  Cer- 
tainly more  than  half  of  these  that  are  ex- 
hibited at  our  poultry  shows  give  proofiB, 
unmistakable  to  '^  an  accustomed  eye,"  of 
the  Malay  strain,  or  **  Indian  blood," 
equally  base  alloys  to  our  true  English 
gladiator.  There  are  of  course  great  ex- 
ceptions to  this  ;  amongst  which  may  be 
placed  the  celebrated  "  Derby  **  breed,  one 
sufficiently  known  to  require  no  further 
notice  here. 

Few  persons  who  have  not  themselves 
been  engaged  in  it  know  how  difficult  a 
thing  it  is  to  keep  up  all  the  perfections 


required  in  the  game  cock.  As  has  been 
bttore  remarked,  it  requires  several  qua- 
lities to  be  obtained  to  produce  a  bird  that 
will  be  a  successful  combatant  in  the  pit. 
He  must  have  high  and  never-faihng 
courage,  great  activity,  and  be  of  such  a 
build  as  to  insure  the  utmost  strength  with 
the  least  lumber,  as  each  bird  is  matched 
b  V  weight ;  and  all  these  results  are  to  be 
obtained  from  judicious  breeding. 

It  is  surprising  what  different  qualities 
are  displayed  m  the  pit  b^  difierent 
birds.  Some  showing  the  most  indomitable 
courage,  but  being  slow  in  their  fighting ; 
others  exhibiting  wonderftd  aotivitv,  but 
when  hard  pressed,  showing  the  '^white 
feather ;"  while  others  possess  such  strength 
of  beak  and  ferocity  of  disposition,  that 
when  once  they  ^t  ahold  of  their  opponent, 
they  retain  it  with  a  bull-dog  tenacity*. 

Thegentieman  from  whose  experience  I 
am  now  more  particularly  speaking,  used 
to  say,  he  could  tell  each  bird  of  any  par- 
ticular cross  by  his  mode  of  fighting.  He 
used  to  give  each  of  his  crosses  a  name,  by 
which  he  designated  all  the  cocks  of  that 
strain.  He  had  the  '^Port-Royals"  named 
after  the  celebrated  scholastics  of  that 
place.  These  nearly  always  expired  m 
the  pit,  when  vanquished,  with  a  crow; 
however  hard  beaten,  they  crowed  to  the 
last^-^the  death-rattle  with  them  was  still 
the  note  of  defiance.  They  were  rich 
black  reds,  with  yellow  legs,  and  won  their 
master  hundreds  of  pounds.  Another 
tribe  was  the  *'  Bonapartes,"  celebrated  for 
the  tenacity  of  their  hold  and  their  rapid 
fighting.  A  battie  with  them  never  lasted 
longer  than  a  few  minutes.  K  their  enemy 
did  not  soon  conquer  them,  they  never  left 
off  "hitting"  him  until  he  was  vanouished. 
They  were  gingers,  and  rather  tall  birds, 
fine  close  feather,  and  which  was  so  hiurd, 
that  the  wings  when  moved  rattied  like 
whalebone. 

It  may  be  worth  observing,  that  some 
have  thought  a  want  of  true  bottom  occurs 
oftener  amongst  rapid  fighters  than  in  those 
ot  a  contrary  character,  though  it  cannot 
be  said  that  the  tamest  courage  is  not  com- 
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patible  with  the  highest  "  mettle.*'  It  may 
he  gathered  from  these  facts,  that  any  race^ 
however  good  originally^  if  bred  down 
from  father  to  son,  mother  to  daughter, 
will  deteriorate,  not  only  losing  their 
physical  development,  bat  also  their  energy 
and  courage.  I  may  here  mention  some 
of  the  rules  which  were  considered  im« 
portant  in  crossing.  Never  breed  two  old 
mrds  together ;  tms  produces  slowness  of 
motion  and  looseness  of  feather.  When 
you  incorporate  new  blood,  choose  simi- 
laritv  of  feather  to  the  race  you  are  breed- 
ing n^om.  Put  a  stag  to  an  old  hen  rather 
than  an  old  cock  to  a  young  hen ;  it  is 
somewhat  singular,  but  we  believe  true, 
that  the  produce  of  the  latter  do  not  equal 
those  of  the  fomufr.  Such  eertainl;jr  was 
the  belief  of  my  cock-fighting  fnends. 
You  may  put  a  mother  to  her  son,  and  the 
psogeny  will  be  good;  but  do  not  cross 
again.  The  best  blood  orossed  after  this 
has  a  tendency  **  to  run."  The  first  cross, 
or  that  of  mother  and  son,  is  one  of  the  best 
eroeses  that  can  be  made,  and  develops  the 
best  qualities  of  both  sides  of  the  house. 
Father  and  daughter  will  not  answer 
equally  well.  Be  more  careful  of  your 
/emale  side  if  possible  than  your  male. 
^  I  have  always  bred  my  best  cocks  from 
the  hen,**  was  a  Baying  I  can  remember  as 
long  as  I  can  rememb^  anything,  as  being 
an  axiom  with  him  from  whose  en>erience 
I  have  learned  my  chief  cock-^breeding 
knowledge.  He  believed  this  principle  to 
hold  good  from  the  human  race  down- 
wards, an  opinion  in  whidi  he  is  not 
singular. 


On  Turkey  Breeding. 

BT     AK     AlfaaiOAN     AVTHOa. 

EvatiT  turkey  breeder  is  not  aware  of 
it.  but  it  is  a  fact,  that  of  either  sex,  one 
old  turkey  is  worth  two  yearlings  for  rear* 
ing  younff  ones.  A  turkey  does  not  arrive 
at  its  fuU  growth  and  maturity  till  the 
next  fall  after  two  years  old,  and  of 


quence,  to  its  fall  strength  and  vigour  for 
breeding  in  the  best  possible  maimer.  The 
continual  repetition  of  keeping  young  gob- 
blers and  pullets  for  breedine^,  as  some 
people  do,  reduces  the  sice  of  their  young 
until  they  arrive  at  scarcely  half  the  weight 
tiiey  should  do.  Besides  this,  the  young 
of  these  immature  birds  are  exoeeaingly 
tencter,  and  much  more  difficult  to  raise 
than  Uiose  of  old  birds.  We  have  tried 
this  thing  thoroughly,  and  are  convinced 
of  the  diierenoe.  Were  we  to  choose  our 
birds  for  the  best  breeding,  both  cocks  and 
hens  riiould  not  be  less  than  three  years 
old,  and  then  the  cock  should  be  from  a 
different  stock  from  the  hens.  We  think 
turkeys  bear  breeding  from  close  affinities 
less  successfully  than  any  other  fowl«— at 
lelusit  we  have  found  it  so--4md  we  would 
never  breed  a  cock  to  hens  which  were 
^osely  related  if  it  could  be  helped. 

Another  thing,  we  prefer  to  let  every 
hen  nt  upon  her  own  eggs,  and  with  the 
first  laying  of  the  season.  She  hatches 
them  better  than  a  barn-door  hen,  and  is 
the  most  natural  and  satisfactory  mother. 
We  have  most  repeatedly  set  the  first  lay- 
ing of  eggs  under  the  common  hen,  and 
turned  the  turkey  out  for  a  second  clutch 
of  eggs,  on  which  she  sat  herself.  But 
these  second  chickens  are  apt  to  be  weaker 
than  the  first,  and  so  late  as  not  to  obtain 
a  fair  growth  before  cold  weather  sets  in,-«- 
in  fae^  not  worth  half  price.  The  turkey 
is  a  *'  natural "  bird  in  all  its  habits,  do- 
mesticated from  a  wild  state,  and  yet  re- 
taining the  constitutional  propensities  of 
its  onginal  race;  therefore  the  young 
i^ould  be  reared  in  their  proper  season, 
when  the  varieties  of  food  th^  are  partial 
to  are  the  most  abundant  Everv  young 
turkey  should  be  out  of  the  shell  by  the 
middle  of  June^  at  the  latest,  which  gives 
them  full  time  to  get  up  to  good  size  by 
*<  Thanksgiving,"  and  fat  and  juicy  by 
ChrisUnas. 

Ik  Pennant's  time,  the  feathers  from 
Scmiersetshire  were  esteemed  the  best; 
tiiose  from  Ireland  the  worst.*— if dMwi. 
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Farm-Yard  Fonltrj. 

NO.  II. 

A  NOTE  at  page  331  of  the  "  Poultry 
Chronicle  "  furnishes  important  informa- 
tion to  every  farmer  or  other  poultry 
keeper:  15,269,601  egffs  imported  from 
abroad  were  taken  for  home  consumption 
in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  mofUh 
ending  5th  May,  1854.  This  single  item 
will  be  sufficient  to  enable  persons  (unac- 
customed to  the  consideration  of  the  vast 
amount  of  poultry  and  eggs  annually  im- 
ported) to  appreciate  the  question  of  rear- 
ing poultry  in  the  Unitea  Eangdom,  and 
supplying  our  markets  from  home  instead 
of  foreign  produce. 

As  before  stated,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  for  general  and  economical  poultry 
breeding,  no  class  has  such  great  advan- 
tages as  the  occupiers  of  our  farms  ;  and 
while  it  is  a  fact  that  in  many  inferior 
and  confined  poultry-yards,  even  in  cities, 
excellent  fowls  are  now  annually  bred  to 
a  considerable  extent^  the  opportunities 
open  to  the  farmer  are  neglected,  and  a 
very  large  amount  of  individual  gain  b 
thrown  away. 

There  are  few  counties,  now,  which  do 
not  possess  a  Poultry  Association,  esta- 
blished with  a  view  of  ^*  encouraging  and 
improving  the  breed  of  fowls ;''  and  it 
will  be  a  duty  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  of  such  societies  to  endeavour, 
each  in  his  individual  locality,  to  forward 
the  objects  of  the  association  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  general  poultry-yards 
around  them,  as  well  as  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  a  well-meant  rivalry  amongst 
amateurs. 

Many  members  of  the  committees  are 
^or  ought  to  be)  landlords,  and  a  little 
judicious  advice  from  an  experienced  la.nA^ 
lord,  with  a  good  example,  is  rarely  lost 
upon  an  improving  tenant.  But  the  land- 
lord has  other  duties  to  perform  than 
giving  advice  gratis  ;  it  is  ms  duty  to  see 
that  the  farm  buildings  on  his  estate  are 
suited  to  the  requirements  of  his  farms, 


and  to  point  out,  and,  so  far  as  it  is  his 
province,  remedy,  those  defects  which  from 
time  to  time  appear  in  the  smallest  as  in 
the  largest  matters  connected  with  the  well- 
being  of  his  tenantry. 

The  chief  points  relating  to  this  branch 
of  farm-yard  economy  to  which  his  atten- 
tion should  be  turned  are,  the  house  for 
the  fowls,  and  the  supply  of  water :  as  to 
the  first,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  erec- 
tion should  be  expensive, — ^four  sides  and 
a  roof  are  all  that  is  required ;  the  sides 
may  be  of  brick  or  wood,  as  found  most 
convenient;  the  roof,  if  slated  or  tiled, 
should  be  close  boarded,  that  the  heat 
may  not  penetrate.  Nests  are  so  much 
a  matter  of  opinion,  that  this  is  a  point 
which  may  be  advantageously  left  to  Uie 
farmer's  wife,  who,  if  she  knows  no  bet« 
ter,  may  try  bottomless  wooden  boxes, 
placed  side  by  side  on  the  ground,  the 
one  side  of  each  box  which  is  placed  next 
the  other  being  made  of  such  a  height  as 
to  prevent  the  hens  annoying  one  another 
while  laying ;  the  whole  to  be  covered, 
for   cleanliness,    with   a  slanting  board, 

E laced  at  such  a  height  that  each  box  may 
e  removed  to  clean  out  the  nest.  The 
floor  of  tiie  house  shoidd  be  of  any  mate- 
rial easily  scraped  clean  ;  quick  lime  and 
coal  ashes  mixed  and  put  on  hot  bind  well, 
and  if  coated  with  tar  when  dry  will  be 
found  to  stand  well :  bricks  are  probably 
better  than  any  other  material. 

The  perches  e^ould  be  of  a  moderate 
size ;  a  fir  pole,  three  or  four  inches  in 
diameter,  cut  in  half,  is  recommended  by 
a  very  high  authority.  These  perches 
shoula  be  placed  so  far  apart  that  fowls 
on  one  cannot  reach  the  other,  and  none 
should  be  placed  higher  than  two  feet  from 
the  ground,  for  the  reasons  assigned  before 
(p.  359).  Although  the  perches  should  be 
placed  low,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
house  should  be  a  low  one ;  on  the  con- 
trary, increased  height  allows  impure  air 
to  nse  to  the  upper  portion,  and  permits 
ventilation  without  inconveniencing  the 
birds  by  a  draught  of  air  being  made  on  a 
level  with  their  roosting-places*    In  erect- 
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ing  a  poultry-honse,  the  more  simple 
and  convenient .  arrangement  would  oe, 
to  have  Uie  laving  compartment  sepa- 
rate from  that  n>r  roosting  ;  but  as  much 
of  detail  must  necessarily-  be  left  to  the 
individual  and  locality,  it  will  be  needless 
to  enter  at  farther  length  on  the  require- 
ments of  the  house  itself* 

As  to  the  second  point, — the  supply  of 
water, — a  more  serious  consideration  pre- 
sents itself,  and  one  not  affecting  merely 
the  poultry  on  a  farm,  but  all  other  live 
stock.  It  is  a  fact,  that  on  almost  all  unim- 
proved homesteads  the  yard  pond  forms  the 
sole  watering-place  for  all  the  live  stock  : 
nothing  can  be  more  disgusting  than  this 
yard  pond,  filled  bv  the  soak  of  the  land 
and  tne  drainage  of  the  manure,  with  every 
impurity  conducted  into  it ;  it  becomes,  in 
summer  especially,  a  pestilential  reservoir, 
and  its  exhalations  can  but  have  a  preju- 
dicial effect  on  the  health  of  those  living  in 
its  vicinity,  while  the  fact  of  live  stock 
being  compelled  to  drink  from  it  is  a 
reproach  alike  to  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant. 

The  fact,  and  it  is  one,  that  live  stock 
have  done  so  with  comparative  impunity 
for  years,  is  no  argument  for  continuing 
an  evil  which  must  be  admitted,  and  none 
can  say  that  the  loss  of  many  a  valuable 
animal,  and  the  ill  health  of  manv  a  mem- 
ber of  the  farmer's  family,  could  not  be 
traced  to  drinking  the  water,  or  inhaling 
the  atmosphere  of  the  putrid  pond. 

'  Of  what  possible  use  is  this  pond  in  the 
yard? — None.  As  every  farm-house  should 
have  pure  water  for  drinking  purposes, 
nothing  would  be  easier  than  that  a  trough 
shouldbe  so  placed  that  a  supply  of  water 
could  be  easily  furnished  from  the  pump 
to  the  live  stock.  And  when  the  poultry 
feeder  finds  that  his  stock  depends  for 
water  on  his  own  labours,  he  will  soon 
devise  some  plan  to  save  unnecessary  trou- 
ble. Should  it  be  necessary  to  use  pans 
for  containing  water,  those  that  are  shallow 
and  glazed  inside,  as  a  dairy  pan,  set  in 
the  ground  and  raised  about  six  inches  by 
an  incline,  will  be  found  to  answer  well. 


Let  the  yard  pond  be  filled  in,  and  its 
space  be  occupied  by  more  useful  material, 
and  have  the  pond  for  the  ducks  and  geese 
(of  which  more  hereafter)  in  such  a  situa- 
tion that  it  may  be  kept  from  impure 
drainage. 

In  a  matter  of  this  character  it  would 
be  unjust  to  omit  mentioning  the  very 
^eat  interest  that  many  ladies  have  taken 
m  encouraging  the  successful  breeding  of 
poultry;  to  those  who  are  interested  in 
land,  or  rural  parishes,  there  could  be  no 
more  agreeable  feeling  than  that  they  had 
been  instrumental  in  advancing,  in  their 
spheres,  the  interests  of  their  tenantry  or 
parishioners.  Cottagers  especiallv  might 
be  their  care,  and  both  landholders  and 
tenants  should  feel  it  their  duty  to  bear  in 
mind — 

That  the  consumption  of  eggs  and  fowls 
in  the  United  Kingdom  is  of  great  amount. 

That  this  amount  could  be,  and  should  be, 
entirely  produced  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

That  to  produce  it,  attention  and  care  are 
alone  required.  W.  S. 

On  fhe  Gizzard,  and  fhe  Food  and 
Condiments  for  Fowls. 

Sir, — ^It  is  generally  believed  that  poul- 
try require  to  be  supplied  with  gravel, 
and  known  that  they  swallow  small 
stones;  may  I  ask  of  you,  or  some  one 
of  your  correspondents,  to  inform  me  of 
any  publication  which  explains  of  what 
use  these  stones  are?  The  fowl  cannot 
digest  them,  indeed  they  are  found  entire 
in  the  gizzard  when  a  fowl  is  killed. 
Your  correspondent  "  Cymon "  surely 
does  not  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that 
the  gizzard  grinds  the  food  as  a  mill  does, 
when  he  quotes,  in  page  148,  **the  mill- 
like motion." 

How  then  do  the  stones  act  ?  My  im- 
pression is,  that  they  irritate  or  excite  the 
gizzard,  and  cause  it  to  secrete  a  juice 
which  dissolves  the  food  taken  by  a  fowl. 
In  the  same  way,  birds  which  live  on  fish 
have  their  gizzards  so  excited  by  the  bones 
they  swallow,  as  to  give  out  a  juice  or 
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acid  which  dissolves  the  hones.  As  I  xe- 
side  in  a  district  of  country  where  gravel 
is  scarce,  I  wish  to  he  informed  if  1  snould 
give  a  large  proportion  of  hard  food  to  my 
poultry,  to  make  up  in  some  degree  for  the 
deficiency  of  gravel. 

I  have  given  groats  (oats  without  the 
husk)  this  season  with  success;  they  are 
easily  swallowed  hy  chickens,  and  are  a 
warming,  nourishing,  wholesome  food, 
giving  some  exercise  to  the  gizzard.  The 
oat  with  the  husk  is  too  large  for  chickens, 
and  the  husk  has  little  or  no  nourishment 
for  grown  fowls;  indeed,  when  the  crow 
eathers  oats,  it  vomits  the  husk  in  small 
halls,  after  having  separated  it  from  the 
kernel :  you  are  no  douht  aware  of  this, 
but  if  wished,  I  can  send  a  specimen. 

^  Wheat  is  in  general  too  expensive  to  be 
given  to  poultry,  and  barley  is  inferior 
to  groats,  having  a  larger  proportion  of 
starch,  which  we  know  requires  a  greater 
heat  than  that  of  the  stomach  to  render 
it  soluble,  therefore  it  should  be  boiled 
for  food,  and  then  must  be  classed  with 
soft  food,  and  does  not  act  sufficiently  on 
the  gizzard ;  the  same  remarks  are  applica- 
ble to  rice,  which  has  also  a  large  propor- 
tion of  starch. 

Your  correspondent  **T.  P.,"  p^  386, 

r'ves  a  bill  of  fare  for  young  chickens ; 
think  his  bill  contains  too  much  barley, 
as  it  does  not  form  so  much  flesh,  bone, 
and  feathers,  as  other  seeda;  he  omit§ 
milk,  curd,  and  maggots,  the  Utter  being, 
I  consider,  the  sheet  anchor  of  chicken- 
rearers;  he  also  omits  condiments,  viz,, 
pepper,  cresses,  onions,  ale,  sugar^  lettuce, 
linseed,  hemp-seed,  phosphate  of  lime, 
chalk,  &C.  If  chickens  are  hatched  in 
cold  weather  (or  sooner  than  they  would 
have  been  in  a  wild,  natural  state),  pr 
if  hens  are  expected  to  lay  more  eggs  than 
they  would  have  done  in  an  undomesti- 
cated  state,  they  must  have  more  than  nor- 
mal food,  Tiz»  condiments.  W.  S. 

P.S.—- Would  small  homceopaihic  doses 
of  Spanish  flies,  or  arbor  vitse,  so  act  on  the 
ovary  of  a  hen  in  good  condition,  as  to  induce 
her  to  lay  eggs  out  of  her  usual  sea^n  ? 


Boae-Cknafeed  Dorkingt. 

A  LOVER,  a  breeder,  sometimes  a  judgcu 
and  perhaps  an  intended  exhibitor  ox 
Porkings,  has  a  complaint. 

If  a  soldier  |s  suffocated  by  his  stock, 
if  peripatetic  orchestral  organ  frighten  a 
horse,  if  coals  rise  in  price,  if  a  school- 
master overrflog  a  boy,  or  if  scavengers 
neglect  their  dul^,  one  of  the  enlightenea 
public  flies  to  "  The  Times/*  Now,  what 
that  paper  is  to  the  public  on  genera^ 
matters,  you  are  to  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  poultr^r* 

Their  name  is  Legion. 

It  has  often  been  matter  of  surprise  to 
me,  that  competent  persons  are  found  to 
act  as  judges  at  poultry  shows.  The  very 
little  experience  I  have  had  has  confirmed 
me  in  the  opinion,  the  post  o£fers  little 
•pleasax^Jio  prafity  and  numberless  annoy- 
ance^. I  would  not  then  find  fault  with 
them,  and  I  am  the  more  disposed  to  be 
lenie)it»  because  I  sonvetimes  ''don  the 
ermine  "  myself. 

But  as  Bumble  eloquently  and  savingly 
observes,  ''Beadles  a;re  but  men.  Mm 
Comey ;"  I  therefore  approach  them  with 
all  respect,  to  enter  my  protest  against  the 
unmeril^ed  neglect,  I  had  almost  said  con- 
tempt, thrown  upon  t]ie  Bose-oombed 
Dorkings  a>  ^e  shqws.  Some  people 
have  been  bold  enough  to  say  they  are  not 
pure.  These  people  are  wrong.  It  is 
capable  of  proof,  even  now,  that  two  of 
the  prize  pens  at  Birmingham,  1852,  when 
there  were  distinct  classes  for  combs,  were 
from  the  same  birds,  and  yet  carried  two 
prizes,  one  for  single,  the  other  for  double 
combs.  My  impression  is,  and  I  am  open 
to  proof,  that  the  rose  or  double-como^ 
birds  will  in  most  instances  be  found  th^ 
largest.  The  same  parents  constaptly 
throw  both,  and  they  are  therefore  en- 
titled to  the  same  favour  at  the  hands  of 
those  with  whom  rests  honour  or  ii^signU 
fierce. 

SuifcllBTc 
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The  Sebright; 

alias 

THB  GOLD   AND  SILTBR  LACSD  BANTAM. 

A  FB  w  remarks  may  not  be  uninteTestine 
to  the  readjers  of  the  **  Poultry  Chronicle 
upon  this  beautifal  bird.     It  is  one  whose 
value  and  real  perfectness  is  scarcely  yet 
known  to  the  public.    I  will  draw  my 
descriptions  as  nearly  as  I  can  from  my 
own  recollections,  and  also  from  gleanings 
I  from  a  friend  of  mine— Mr.  Hobbs — ^who 
I  was  with  the  late  Sir  John  Sebright,  Bart. 
I  ^of  this  neighbourhood)  upwards  of  forty- 
'.  five  years,  and  who  was  very  assiduous  in 
:  assisting  him  in  all  his  perfections. 
i      Sir  John  was   liked    by  his  tenants, 
;  beloved  by  the  poor,  and  was  to  all  very 
I  charitable :  in  evidence  of  which  we  have 
'  alms-houses  and  institutions,  founded  by 
I  hina,  for  charitable  purposes.    Notwith- 
standing all  this,  he  was  a  determined 
man — one  of  the  old  baronial  school.   In 
whatever  he  determined  to  do  he  seldom 
'  or  never  failed — and  if  he  did,  it  was  not  for 
want  of   perseverance.     I  am  informed 
that  many  years  back  his  whole  attention 
was  devoted  entirely  to  the  improvement 
of  sheep.    I  have  myself  seen  in  his  park 
Spanish  and  South-downs  together  (not 
'mite-iboed  Spanish);    I  have  no  doubt 
theve  are  many  farmers  at  the  present  day 
who   remember   his  celebritv  for  judg^ 
ment  in  sheep.    At  one  time  he  attempted 
to  obtain  a  tortoise-shell  tom-oat,  but  in 
that  he  failed ;  they  always  turned  out  of 
the  feminine  kind,  though  he  strictly  kept 
to  the  tabby  and  sandv.    At  another  time, 
for  his  amusement,  he  had  a  beautifal 
hltktik  dog  (the  character  and  likeness  of 
which,  painted  by  Charles  Hamilton,  £sq. 
now  hangs  up  at  Beechwood  Hall) ;  he 
tauffht  him  many  conjuring  and  amusing 
tricKs  at  cards :  poor  animal !    it  was  his 
master's  will  that«they  should  die  together. 
I  nauBt  not  omit  his  great  care  and  en* 
oouragement  of  the  pigeon.  He  was  a  very 
great  fancier,  and  I  am  given  to  under- 
stand that  he  was  the  first  importer  of  the 


Archangel.  I  remember  he  had  two 
sorts,— <»)pper-coloured,  black  wings,  and 
black,  copper-coloured  wings :  however,  I 
leave  that  to  "  B.  P.  B.,"  Mr.  Eaton,  and 
others  ;  your  hordeultural  friends  can,  I 
dare  say,  give  you  a  better  account  of  the 
Beechwood  or  Sebright  melon  than  I,  as  I 
fear  I  should  trouble  you  with  any  further 
comqients  not  relative  to  that  most  beauti- 
ful of  birds  the  Sebright  Bantam, 

The  Cochin  and  Dorking  for  weight  and 
quietness — the  Sebright  for  haughty  car- 
riage and  diminutive  beauty. 

I  remember  a  friend  of  mine  having 
lost  the  prize  at  the  "Sebright  private 
show"  only  by  weight;  the  little  hen,  five 
minutes  after  she  was  weighed,  laid  an 
egg^ — ^had  she  laid  five  or  six  minutes 
sooner,  it  would  have  obtained  the  £10 
prize. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  my  rig^ht-hand  Mend 
and  I  will  now  begin  and  give  you  a  brief 
narrative  of  what  happened  while  he  was 
with  the  late  Sir  J.  Sebright.  I  need  not 
tell  you  how  to  judge  upon  a  Bantam,  or 
its  qualities,  as  most  of  your  readers  know. 
The  last  object  Sir  John  aimed  at  was  to 
improve  the  Bantam  to  a  clear,  blue^ 
legged,  pencilled  bird,  with  proud,  erect 
carriage.  To  effect  this,  he,  about  forty 'five 
years  ago,  obtained  a  buff-coloured  Bantam 
hen,  at  Norwich;  she  was  very  small 
indeed,  with  dear  slate-coloured  I^s ;  on 
the  same  journey  he  purchased  a  cockerel, 
rather  inclining  to  red  in  colour,  destitute 
of  sickle  feathers,  with  a  hen-like  hackle, 
and  also  (at  Watford^  a  small  hen,  re- 
sembling a  golden  Hamburg.  After  this,  by 
dralbing  for  five  or  six  years  he  gained  the 
very  pencilled-feather  he  so  anxiously 
sought  after,  by  in  and  in  breedipg  for 
about  twenty  years.  He  afterwards  had 
a  white  cockerel  from  the  Zoological 
Gurdens,  by  which  he  made  hia  silvers. 

If  any  one  were  to  take  a  trip  to  Box- 
moor,  or  Markyate-street,  in  the  nionth  of 
August,  and  stroll  around  the  present  Sir 
Thomas  Sebright's  park  or  lodges  (before 
he  drafts  his  birds  in  September  and 
October),  and  were  to  see  his  magnifioent 
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birds — ^the  most  perfect  of  the  class  in 
England — he  would  not  regret  the  day's 
journey.  Sir  Tliomas  is  very  liberal, 
and  would  not,  I  believe,^  object  to  any 
person  looking  round  his  walks  who 
might  apply  to  Mr.  Spary. 

Mr.  Eaitor,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  all 
imperfections  in  my  notes,  and  that  your 
correspondent  will  continue  his  correspond- 
ence respecting  the  reformation  of  poultry 
shows.  H.  F. 

Beport  of  West  Kent  Show. 

Th  e  task  of  chronicling  the  events  of  the 
day  in  relation  to  any  particular  pursuit  is 
not  always  a  pleasant  one.  It  is  necessary, 
above  ^1,  to  be  truthful,  and  this  often 
involves  the  necessity  of  recording  opinions 
which  the  writer  would  rather  leave  un- 
known, but  which  must,  of  necessity,  ap- 
pear in  a  faithful  record.  There  are, 
however,  some  reports  where  all  is  "  cmileur 
de  rose,**  and  we  are  happy  to  have  to  do 
with  such  a  one  now. 

The  second  annual  exhibition  of  poultry 
of  the  West  Kent  Association  was  held  in 
the  market-field,  Famingham,  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  last,  me  20th  and  21st 
June.  Most  persons  have  heard  of  this 
lovely  spot,  a  garden  even  in  the  "garden 
of  England."  The  field  in  which  the 
show  was  held  is  in  a  valley  sheltered  on 
every  side  by  surrounding  hills,  and  bor- 
dered by  a  stream  in  which  the  "  speckled 
trout"  might  be  seen  disporting  in  the 
sunshine.  The  bridge  by  which  the  exhi- 
bition was  reached  was  tastefully  decorated 
with  flowers  and  evergreens,  flags  were 
flying,  and  the  enlivenmg  stains  of  the 
band  of  the  Royal  Artillery  proved  to  the 
visitors,  as  they  came  in,  that  the  good 
**  men  of  Kent "  were  not  neglecting  any- 
thing to  add  to  their  enjoyment,  or  to  give 
them  hearty  welcome. 

As  this  Society  does  not  publish  a  prize 
list,  we  will  give  the  names  of  the  prin- 
cipal prize-takers,  commenting  on  such 
classes  as  demand  especial  notice  as  we  go 
on. 


There  were  seven  classes  of  Cochin 
Chinas  of  various  colours,  and  if  we  except 
the  wMte,  they  were  (especially  the 
chickens)  very  meritorious,  and  would 
seem  to  promise,  that  breeders  in  1854  will 
remove  the  reproach  of  1853. 

Class  1.— Prize :  T.  Rider,  Esq.,  Brough- 
ton  Park,  Staplehurst. 

Class  1.* — ^Prize  :  Parkin  Jones^  Ful- 
ham. 

Class  2.— Prize  :  William  Dray,  Far- 


Class  2.*— Prize :  Thomas  Bridges, 
Croydon. 

Class  4.— 1st  Prize  :  W.  R.  Morris, 
Deptford. — ^2nd  prize :  T.  Rider,  Esq., 
Staplehurst. 

That  this  class  was  excellent,  may  be 
gained  from  the  fact  that  the  following 
well-known  names  were  among  the  unsuo- 
cessfuls  : — Rawson,  Steggall,  Fairlie,  and 
Bryan. 

In  coloured  Dorkings,  Mrs.  Colonel 
Austen,  of  Seven  Oaks,  exhibited  for  a 
cottager,  and,  we  are  glad  to  say,  took 
first  prize.  Another  w^as  taken  by  Mr. 
Breavington,  of  Hounslow. 

The  white  Dorkings  were  far  above  the 
average,  and  the  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
J.  Clift,  of  Dorking. 

There  was  a  close  competition  for  the 
best  pen  of  Dorking  chickens  of  any 
colour,  and  here  Mr.  T.  Rider  was  again 
conqueror,  with  hb  coloured  birds,  but 
hard  pressed  by  Mr.  Clift,  with  white*  All 
the  birds  exhibited  were  good. 

In  the  difierent  Spanish  classes,  one 
first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  William 
Dray  ;  two  first  prizes  by  Mr.  Norman,  of 
Bull's  Fields,  Plumstead;  and  a  second 
by  Mr.  Wood,  of  Down. 

Those  in  the  diflcrent  classes  of  Ham- 
burgs  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  Brim,  of 
Seven  Oaks,  PsA^e,  of  Sutton-at-Hone^ 
Bidwell,  of  Guildford,  Fairhead,  of  Creat- 
ing, and  Rawson,  of  The  Hurst,  Walton- 
on-Thames. 

The  first  honours  in  Polands  were  car- 
ried off  by  Messrs.  Parkin  Jones,  of  Ful- 
ham  (2),  Baker,  of  London,  Dray,   of 
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Famingham;  the  second,  by  Mr.  Raw- 
SO1I9  of  The  Hurst.  None  of  these  call 
for  any  particular  notice,  but  more  must 
be  said  of  the  next  class,  which  competed 
for  a  gold  medal,  offered  for  the  best  pen 
of  chickens  of  the  breed  most  valuable  for 
the  table.  This  was  awarded  to  a  very 
superior  pen  of  Dorking  chickens,  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  T.  Rider,  of  Staplehurst.  A 
pen  of  Cochin  chickens,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Russell,  sen.,  of  Horton  Xirby,  was 
unusually  meritorious;  and  had  not  the 
clause  been  introduced  which  spoke  of 
their  merits  as  fowls  for  the  table,  it  is  at 
least  doubtful  whether  they  would  not 
have  successfully  disputed  the  gold  medal. 
The  judge  pronounced  the  whole  class 
**mo8t  highly  meritorious."  The  Game 
fowls  were  badly  matched  ;  the  prize  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Fairhead,  of  Cressing. 

The  first  prize  for  Sebright  Bantams 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Beard,  of  Darenth ;  the 
second  by  Mr.  John  Clinton,  Maidstone. 

The  black  Bantams  were  very  good ; 
both  prizes  were  taken  by  William  and 
Thomas  Dray,  Farningham. 

The  Aylesbury  ducks  were  excellent; 
Mr.  Breavington  took  two  prizes,  and  Mr. 
Rawsoib,  one.  The  prize  for  Rouen  ducks 
was  withheld,  and  those  for  any  other 
variety  were  given,  first,  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Kittoe,  for  Buenos  Ayrean ;  the  second,  to 
Mr.  Dray,  for  wild.  A  third  class,  for 
ducklings  hatched  since  Christmas,  brought 
laurels  to  a  pen  belonging  to  Mr.  Fremfin, 
of  HoUin^boume. 

The  prize  for  geese  went  to  Mr.  Rawson, 
of  The  Hurst.  Seven  pens,  each  contain- 
ing six  birds,  were  entered  for  the  gosling 
class.  They  were  unusuaUy  good,  and 
this  will  be  readily  understood  when  we 
sajr  the  victors,  lielonging  to  Mr.  Gray, 
weighed  in  average  condition  75lbs.,  and 
were  successful  against  such  competitors 
as  Messrs.  Fairlie,  Rawson,  and  Breav- 
infiion. 

In  the  various  class,  first  prizes  were 
given  to  Mr.  Parkin  Jones,  for  six  Brahma 
Footra  chickens;  to  Mr.  Camroux,  for  a 
remarkably  good  Dorking  cock;  and  to 


Mr.  Dray,  for  five  Spanish  cocks  ;  a  second 
to  the  same  gentleman,  for  a  pen  of 
Spangled  Poland.  Miss  Watts,  of  Monk 
Bams,  Hampstead,  sent  some  curious 
Turkish  fowls,  which,  we  think,  are  likely 
to  become  favourites  when  better  known. 

Nearly  three  hundred  pens  entered  the 
lists. 

It  was  a  well-conducted,  and  we  had 
almost  said,  a  happy  meeting.  Every  one 
and  everything  wore  an  air  of  enjoyment. 
A  flower  show  of  no  ordinary  merit,  to- 
gether with  an  exhibition  of  fruit,  added 
their  attractions,  and  the  whole  was  evi- 
dently appreciated  by  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  by.  the 
numerous  other  visitors.  The  best  thanks 
of  all  are  due  to  Messrs.  Dray,  and  James 
Russell,  sen.,  who,  by  their  popularity, 
would  seem  to  be  the  "  men  of  Ross "  of 
the  place,  for  their  untiring  exertions  and 
constant  endeavours  to  please. 

For  ourselves,  when  the  day  drew  to  a 
close,  we  reluctantly  sought  the  railway 
station,  and  while  we  thought  of  the  sweet 
spot,  the  trout-stream,  and  the  enjoyments 
of  the  day,  we  vowed,  all  things  permitting, 

"  When  there's  a  show  at  Famingham, 
We  will  be  there  to  see." 

Messrs.  Andrews  and  Baily  were  ap- 
pointed judges  ;  but  in  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  latter,  Mr.  Andrews  acted 
alone,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 


The  Poultry  Exhibition  at  Taunton. 

The  town  of  Taunton,  Somersetshire, 
was  well  filled  on  the  21st  and  22nd  inst., 
by  parties  anxious  to  witness  the  compe- 
tition between  some  of  the  most  practised 
poultry-breeders  and  exhibitors  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  Perhaps  never  has  so 
superior  a  collection  been  brought  together, 
the  favoured  locality  for  poultry  causing 
the  competition  to  be  very  severe' 

The  natural  beauties  of  the  surrounding 
scenery,  and  the  still  more  apt  character 
of  the  spot  chosen  for  the  exhibition  com- 
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bined,  caused  the  Vivary  Park  to  be  filled 
to  overflowing.  The  results  were  highly 
successful ;  and  we  look  forward  to  future 
years  as  bringing  round  one  of  the  most 
popular  poul&y  meetings  in  the  western 
counties.  The  careful  arrangement  for 
the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the  poultry  by 
the  managing  committee,  are  worthy  of 
gener^  adoption ;  and  were  such  always 
the  case,  the  complaints  now  so  frequent, 
of  fowls  <' never  being  well  after  they 
return  from  such  and  such  a  show,"  would 
be  very  few  and  far  between. 

AH  the  fashion  of  the  surrounding  neigh- 
bourhood supported  the  brilliancy  of  the 
scene  (after  the  flving  showers  of  the 
morning  had  ceased),  and  each  arriving 
train  added  its  quota  to'  the  resident 
sentrv.  The  band  of  the  Yeomanry 
Uavalry  enlivened  the  whole,  and  was  very 
judiciously  placed  at  a  distance  from  the 
poultry,  by  which  a  somewhat  universal 
objection  was  obviated,  the  fowls  appear- 
ing **  quite  comfortable,  and  at  home ;"  to 
procure  which,  the  efforts  of  a  committee 
should  never  relax,  as  it  tends  to  inspire 
individual  confidence,  and  gives  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  to  the  casual  observer,  who 
uninterestedly  looks  only  on  externals,  but 
who  is  ever  ready  to  appredate  the  appear- 
ance of  quiet  ease  ana  comfort  displayed 
by  poultry  in  confinement  when  well  at- 
tended. 

In  the  Spanisli  class,  the  rivalry  was 
excellent ;  the  cock  in  the  first  prize  pen 
being  all  that  could  be  desired.  It  was 
bred  by  Mrs.  Lydia  Stowe,  and  sold  at  one 
of  her  sales  when  a  chicken.  Jt  has  now 
arrived  at  maturity,  and  was  shown  in  the 
highest  possible  condition  without  the 
slightest  tampering  that  by  some  at  prior 
shows  has  been  attempted,  but  wnich, 
with  proper  care,  always  defeats  its  end. 

The  hens  in  the  second  prize  pen  were 
very  superior,  and  "claimed,  to  the  infinite 
mortification  of  the  owner,  as  soon  as  the 
sale-office  opened.  The  « Conunended  ** 
birds  were  shown  in  very  indifferent  con- 
dition, a  serious  bar  (in  dose  competition) 
to  their  owners'  success.    It  is  always  well 


for  exhibitors  to  allow  an  occasional  rest 
to  poultry  that  are  frequently  brought  into 
public  competition,  as  they  cannot  bear 
constant  excitement  without  serious  dete- 
rioration. The  principle  of  two  different 
kinds  of  Dorkines  competing  in  the  same 
class  is  very  objectionable,  as  it  cannot 
produce  fair  competition.  We  may  here 
too  digress,  to  say  the  same  of  the  Hamburffg 
and  the  Polands,  the  only  objectionaue 
feature  we  witnessed  in  the  arrangements. 
In  the  Dorkings,  the  first  prize  fowls 
(coloured)  were  very  good,  the  cock  most 
especially  ;  and  the  white  ones,  that 
claimed  the  second  premium,  were  frar  bet- 
ter than  usual.  In  the  Cochins  (the  white 
ones  excepted),  a  most  manifest  improve- 
ment was  very  apparent,  for  both  the  par- 
tridge and  buff  varieties  were  very  closely 
approaching  the  really  characteristic  forma- 
tion that  enlisted  public  favour  so  stronsfly 
a  few  years  since  ;  an  estimation  that  has 
given  way,  no  doubt,  from  the  utter  negli- 
gence lately  displayed  bv  parties  in  breed- 
ing **only  for  colour."  Here,  however, 
we  had  colour  and  shape  combined,  traits 
of  character  that  were  constantly  the 
theme  of  admiration  among  the  amateurs 
present. 

The  Malays  were  superior  and  well- 
known  birdei  |  but  shown  in  the  worsfe 
possible  oondhion.  The  Game  wei:«  all 
we  could  hope  for  or  expect  (even  from 
thdr  oft  successful  proprietor),  their  con<* 
dition  faultless,  and  consequently  they 
engaged  no  little  share  of  public  favour* 
The  Hamburgs  were,  as  a  whole,  excellent, 
imd  shown  in  good  feather;  here, however, 
the  ^  old  mistake,'*  of  sending  four  birds 
instead  of  three,  <<  disqualified ''  a  pen 
otherwise  very  meritorious.     The  Silve»-^ 

Oled  pen,  exhibited  by  Dr.  Rogers,  oi 
on,  were  extaraordinarily  beautifiil 
and  perfect  spedmens,  and  obtained  much 
pubh^  commendation.  The  Black  Polaads 
were  not  by  any  means  first-rate;  ths 
Silver  Polands  were  good,  but  mostly 
quite  out  of  condition.  In  the  extra 
class,  the  White  Spanish  were  excellent  ] 
the  Andalusian  ve|y  good,  and  an  extva 
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prize  was  awarded  to  a  most  commend- 
able pen  of  Brahmas.  The  Bantams 
were  *  numerous  and  good,  the  Turkeys 
W€Qre  excellent,  though,  in  the  elass,  only 
two  pens  competed.  In  Ducks,  the 
Roaens  were  decidedly  inferior,  the  Ayles- 
bmys  yenr  good,  and  the  prizes  well 
straggled  for. 

In  the  pigeon  classes,  the  competition 
WftB  very  far  beyond  the  a.yerage, — ^indeed 
it  pvov^  itself  one  of  the  most  interesting 
tnuts  of  the  whole  exhibition ;  the  con- 
yiotion  of  all  the  exhibitors  was,  that 
'^ney^  before  had  such  a  collection  been 
seen  in  the  western  counties;"  every 
daas  being  well  represented.  In  the 
extra  stpck,  a  pen  of  young  black  Span- 
ish, &om  the  same  yard  with  the  first 
prize  birds,  were  well  descrying  of  the 
**high  commendation'*  they  obtained. 

The  ccmmiittee  of  the  show  secured  the 
fleryioes,  as  judge,  of  Edward  Hewitt,  Esq., 
of  Sparkbrook,  Birmingham,  a  cbcum- 
stance  on  which  they  were  frequently  con- 
gratulftted,  as  though  the  competition  was 
so  severe,  the  committee  had  not  one  dis- 
sentient from  his  awards,  eyen  the  dis- 
appointed concurring  in  the  justice  of  the 
decisions.  We  giye  the  prize  list  in  full, 
and  will  only  add  our  higli  commendation 
of  the  quiel^  orderly,  and  systematic  man- 
ner in  which  the  fowls  were  repacked, 
and  forwarded,  the  efoennngf  the  shmo  dosed^ 
to  their- yarious  destinatious, — without 
accident,  injury,  or  mistake. 


AWARD   OP    PRIZES. 

JVDOs.— Edward   Hewitt,   Eiq.,   Sparkbrook, 

Birmingham. 

Hon.  Sbc— Mr.  John  ICingsbary. 

Omm  1.— Spavish.— Iflt  prize :  No.  4,  Darnel 
BM«Mr>  Rock  Cottage,  Stap^etpn-raMl.  Bristol. 
— ^d  prize :  No.  7,  John  Marshall,  Belmont, 
Taunton.— Commended :  )^o.  5,  William  Plum- 
mer,  Brislington,  Bristol. 

C]a88  2.— -Dorking.— Ittjprize:  No.  9,  T.  J. 
Brenuidge,  Penrose  Villa,  Heavitree*  Bzeter.— 
|Dd  prise :  No.  11,  Bey.  Q.  f.  Hodioa,  BanweU, 


Class  3.— Cochin  China.— Brown,  or  Par- 
tridge.— 1st  prize :  No.  15,  Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson. 
--2nd  prize :  No.  16,  Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson. 

Class  4. — Cochin  China. — Buff,  Lrmon, 
Cinnamon. —  Ist  prize :  No.  20,  W.  L.  Chan- 
ningr,  Heavitree,  £xeter.— 2od  prize :  No.  22, 
W.  L.  Cbanning.   - 

Class  5.— CochinChina.— WnrrBORBLACK. 
-Ist  prize:  No.  34,  F.  J.  Coleridge,  Ottery 
St.  Mary,  Devon. — 2nd  prize:  Withheld. 

Class  6.— Malay.— 1st  prize :  No.  38,  Charies 
Ballanoe,  Tannton.— 2nd  prize :  No.  42,  Charles 
Ballance.— Commended :  No.  39,  Charles  Bal- 
lance. 

Class  7.— Gamb.— Black,  Brassy- winged. 
Black  Breast,  and  other  Reds. — Ist  prize : 
No.  44,  J.  R.  Rodbard,  Aldwick  Court,  Bristol. 
*-2nd  prize:  No, 47,  B. R. Scwell,  Bridgwater. 
— Commended :  No.  51,  Henry  Shield,  TauntoH. 
— Commended :  No.  52,  Henry  Shield. 

Class  8.— Game. -White,  Piles,  Grays, 
BLUES.-lst  prize :  No.  54,  J.  R.  Rodbard.-^ 
2nd  prize :  No.  55,  William  Buncombe,  Taun- 
ton. 

Class  9.~^Hamburo. — Gk)LD  or  Silyer-psv- 
ciLLED. — 1st  prize :  No.  61,  Miss  F.  Pattison, 
Feniton  Court,  Honiton. — 2nd  prize :  No.  70, 
T.  Michelmore,  jun..  Berry,  Totnes. 

Class  10.— Hamburg.— Gold  or  Silver- 
spangled. — 1st  prize:  No.  72,  Dr.  Rogers, 
Honiton.— 2nd  prize:  No.  78,  Walter  Hugo, 
Albert  Villa,  Mount  Radford. -- Commended : 
No.  77,  Charles  Edwards,  Brislington,  Bristol. 

Class  11. — Poland. — Black,  with  White 
Crests. — Ist  prize :  No.  79a,  John  Buncombe, 
Wellington.— 2nd  prize:  No.  79,  Charles  Ed- 
wards. 

Class  12.— Poland.— GoLB  or  Silteb.— 
1st  prize:  No.  83,  J.  H.  Gandy,  Old  Oeeve^ 
Somerset.— 2nd  prize:  No.  80,  Cyrus  Clark, 
Street,  Glastonbury.  —  Commended:  No.  81 , 
Charles  Edwurds. 

Class  13.— Any  other  Pure  Breed.  —  Ist 
prize :  No.  86,  W.  L.  Channing,  White  Spanish. 
—2n4  prise :  •  No.  89,  John  Taylor,  Cressy  House, 
Shepherd's  Bush,  Blue  Andalusians. — Bztra  2nd 
prize  t  No.  91,  John  Marshall,  Belmont,  Taunton, 
Brahma  Pootias. 

Class  14.— Hybrids.  —  1st  prize :  Withheld. 
—2nd prize:  No.  93,  John  D.  Penny,  Taun- 
ton. 

Class  15.  — Bantams.— SiLVER-LACED.— 1st 
prize :  No.  96,  Rer.  G.  F.  Hodson,  BanwelL— 
2nd  prize :  No.  95,  Messrs.  Connett  and  Co., 
High-str^,  Bzeter. 

Class  16.  —  Bantams.  —  Gold-lacbd.  —  Ist 
prize :  No.  98,  Messrs.  Connett  and  Co.,  High- 
street,  Exeter.— 2nd  prize :  No.  97,  Rev.  G.  f, 
Hodson. 
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Class  17.— Bantams.— Black.  — Ist  prize: 
Vo.  104,  Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson.— 2Dd  prize: 
No.  lOda,  Messrs.  Connett  and  Co.,  Exeter. 

Class  18.— Bantams.- Whitb.— 1st  prize: 
No.  108,  Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson.— 2nd  prize: 
No.  109,  Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson. 

Class  19.— Turkeys.— 1st  prize:  No.  113, 
Charles  Edwards.— 2Qd  prize :  No.  112,  Miss 
King,  Pyrland  Hall,  near  Taunton. 

Class  20.— Gkese.— 1st  prize :  withheld.— 2nd 
prize :  No.  114,  T.  D.  Stephens,  Troll. 

Class  21. — Ducks.- Aylesbuey. — 1st  prize: 
No.  119,  B.  J.  Ford,  Exeter.  — 2nd  prize. 
No.  117,  Cyrus  Clark. 

Class  22.  —  Ducks.  —  Rouen. — 1st  prize. 
No.  120,  Charles  Ballauce.— 2nd  prize.  No.  121, 
Charles  Ballance. — Commended :  No.  122,  Rev. 
C.  Smith,  Bishop's  Lydeard,  Taunton. 

Class  23.— Any  Variety  op  Ducks. — (Bue- 
nos Ayres).— 1st  prize,  No.  125,  John  Marshall. 
— 2nd  prize :  No.  124,  John  Marshall. 

Class  24.— Carriers.- 1st  prize:  No,  127» 
Samuel  Summerhayes,  Taunton. 

Class  25.— Tumblers.— 1st  prize:  No.  131, 
Dr.  Rogers,  Honiton. 

CJass  26.— Runts.— 1st  prize:  No.  134,  Re?. 
E.  Coleridge,  Buckerell  Vicarage,  Honiton. 

Class  27.— Fantails.— 1st  prize:  No.  138, 
Miss  Seline  Northcott,  Upton  Pyne,  Devon. — 
Commended :  No.  139,  John  Marshall. 

Class  28.— Pouters.— 1st  prize:  No.  142, 
Miss  Selina  Nortkcott,  Upton  Pyne,  Devon.— 
Commended:  No.  144, Thomas Bartlett, Taunton. 

Class  29.  —  Barbes.— 1st  prize:  No.  148, 
Charles  Bluett,  Taunton.— Commended:  No.  147. 
Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson. 

Class  30.— Jacobins.— 1st  prize:  No.  151, 
Dr.  Rogers,  Honiton.— Commended ;  No.  149, 
W.  L.  Clianning. 

Class31.—TRUMPETER8.—lst prize:  No.  156, 
Thomas  Twose,  Bridgwater.  —  Commended : 
No.  154,  W.L.  Channing.  —  Commended: 
No.  157,  Dr.  Rogers,  Honiton. — Commended: 
No.  158,  S.  Summerhayes,  Taunton. 

Class  32.— Owls.— lat  prize :  No.  60,  W.  L. 
Channing.  —  Commended  No.  164,  Thomas 
Michelmore,  jun. 

Class33.— Nuns.— 1st  prize :  No.  168,  Master 
A.  J.  Mackey,  Fair-hill,  Exeter. 

Class  34.  — TuRBiTS.- 1st  prize:  No.  174, 
Charles  Bluett,  Taunton. 

Class  35. — ^Any  other  Variety  Pioeon. — 
First  prize:  No.  ,180,  Dr.  Rogers,  Honiton, 
magpies. 

Extra  Stock.  —  Commended  :  No.  185, 
Daniel  Paisley,  Rock  Cottage,  Stapleton-road, 
Bristoi,Spanish  chickens. — Commended :  No.l91, 
Rev.  J.  H.  Gandy,  Old  Cieeve,  Washford,  Cochin 
China  chickens. 


Woolton  Poultry  ExhibitioiL 

An  Exhibition  of  Poultry  took  place 
here  last  week,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Floral  and  Horticultural  Show.  There 
was  but  a  small  number  of  pens,  but  we 
are  told  it  was  a  veiy  pretty  little  show. 

POULTRY— PRIZE  AWARDS. 

Spanish.— 1st,  Mr.  William  Strettle;  2nd, 
Mrs.  Cooke.  Ditto,  Andalasian. — Extra  prizes 
Mr.  John  Wood,  Pkescot. 

Dorking.— 1st  and  2nd,  Mr.  William  Copple, 
Prescot. 

Cochin.— 1st,  Captain  Hornby;  2nd,  Mrs. 
Lorimer. 

Gamb.— 1st.  G.  W.  Moss,  Esq. ;  2nd,  Captain 
Hornby. 

Goldbn-pbncilled  Hamburg. — Mr.  Wm. 
Copple.  SU?er-pendlled. — Mr.  William  Copple, 
Prescot. 

Poland.— Mr.  Thomas  Bee»ley. 

Black  Bantams.— G.  W.Moss,  Esq.  White 
ditto.— G.  W.  Moss,  Esq.  Gold-laoed  ditto.— 
G.  W.  Moss,  Esq.  SilTer-laoed.— G.  W.  Moss. 
Esq. 

Rouen  Ducks.— Hennr  Worrell,  Esq. 

Aylesbury. — Henry  Worrall,  Esq. 

Call  Ducks.— Extra  prize,  Henry  Woxrall, 
Esq. 

Pigeons.— Mr.  Richard  Holmes. 

Turkeys.— Extra  prize,  Edward  Johnson, 
Esq. 


Show  Fowls.— Cochin  Chinas. 

Buff — Cock. — Bold  upright  carriage; 
golden  hackle  and  saddle  ;  slant  from  the 
head  to  the  middle  of 'the  back,  and  then 
rise  to  the  tail ;  buff  breast,  without  mix- 
ture. Tail,  deep  chestnut,  if  possible — a 
little  black  in  it  not  necessarily  fatid  to 
success.  Legs,  yellow,  and  well  feathered. 
Comb,  perfectly  upright,  and  well  serrated. 

Hens. — Buff  or  lemon,  or  nankin.  Head, 
small  and  intelligent.  Eye,  bright.  Face, 
red.  Comb,  small,  upright,  and  full  of 
well-defined  serrations ;  above  all,  perfectly 
straight.  Colour,  uniform,  but  if  a  smaU 
dark  necklace  is  perceptible  it  is  not  fatal. 
Bodies  ver^  deep  from  the  back  to  the 
thigh.  Tail  small,  round  at  the  point. 
Fluff  very  heavy  and  silky.    Legs,  yellow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


413 


and  well  feathered.  Wing,  carried  dose, 
and  the  flight-joint  well  doubled  under. 
Neck,  short.    Legs,  short  as  possible. 

In  exliibiting  these  birds  never  remove 
a  fearer.  Startling  qualities  will  cover 
small  defects,  but  if  the  tail  of  the  cock,  or 
the  liackle  of  the  hei\  have  been  tampered 
with,  success  is  impossible  if  the  judges 
have  occasion  to  Iook  at  them  closely. 

Gold  and  silver  Folands. — Cock — Pro- 
minent breast,  stately  carriage.  Blue  legs. 
Wing,  well  laced  with  metallic  black. 
Hackle,  black  and  gold.  Breast,  spangled. 
Topknot,  black  and  gold.  No  white  in 
tail. 

H^is. — Upright  carriage.  Full  breast. 
Ample  tail.  Bodies,  correctly  spangled  all 
over.  Wings,  well  laced,  each  feather 
tipped  at  the  end  with  metallic  black. 
Topknot,  ample,  composed  of  round-topped 
feathers,  and  each  feather  laced  or  bordered, 
or  mixed  with  black.  Legs,  blue. — Silver 
differ  only  in  the  foundation  colour.  If 
there  be  any  white  in  the  topknot  it  should 
be  entirely  of  that  colour,  but  any  mix- 
ture of  it  must  be  fatal  if  competing  with 
birds  having  topknots  such  as  we  have  de- 
scribed.— By  permimtmyfrom  Mr,  Bailey*  a 
new  ecUthn  of  his  work  on  ^^  Fowls,"  now  in 
the  press. 


NugSB  BnsticsB. 

TRIFLES,    OBIOINAL  AND    SBLBCT,    FROM   THE 
NOTE-BOOK  OF  A  DBRBT8HIRE  YEOMAN. 

The  Hatching  and  Management  of  Chickens. 

There  is  no  production  of  Nature,  how- 
ever humble,  that  is  not  capable  of  dif- 
fusing some  kind  of  instruction  or  gladness 
to  the  heart  of  one  who  studies  it  in  a  spirit 
of  reverence  and  love.  To  triflers  anything 
may  be  frivolous ;  Sir  Joseph  Banks  may 
have  been  ridiculed  for  his  hot  pursuit 
after  ^*  the  Emperor,"  when  the  imperial 
majesty  proved  to  be  a  gaudy  butterfly, — 
but  the  jester  was  unable  to  comprehend 
the  wonders  which,  to  a  reflecting  mind, 
were  present  in  the  structure  and  garni- 
ture of  that  beautiful  insect.  Beneath  the 


lens  of  a  microscope,  there  comes  forth 
upon  its  tiny  wing  a  robe  of  feathers  as 
rich  and  lustrous  as  that  which  clothes  the 
peacock's  tail,  or  excites  our  admiration 
m  the  broad  floating  plumes  of  the  bird 
of  paradise  (Paradise  apoda).  Nature's 
smallest  things  are  full  of  greatness  to 
great  minds.  The  empty  buffbon  may  jeer 
at  "  small "  pursuits ;  to  him  they  are 
small,  for  his  mind  is  incapable  of  compre- 
hending their  greatness,  or  appreciiating 
their  worth.  The  entomologist  filling  up 
his  leisure  moments  in  the  capture  of  a 
butterfly,  whose  shape,  colours,  and  organ- 
ization are  replete  with  beauty  and  pro- 
ductive of  instruction  and  delight;  or  a 
"Derbyshire  Yeoman  "finding,  after  severe 
labours,  a  solace  and  enjoyment  in  the 
management  of  his  poultry,  are  fit  subjects 
for  the  sneer  and  rebuke  of  the  individual 
who  employs  whole  hours  in  the  more 
manly  task  of  passing  tobacco-smoke 
through  his  mouth  and  nostrils : — tastes 
difier,  the  smoke  which  nauseates  the  fair 
denizens  of  the  drawing-room  is  congenial 
to  fops,  and  the  very  delight  of  two-footed 
puppies.  The  accomplishment  of  a  cliim- 
ney  nas  become  the  symbol  and  sign  of  a 
dignified  manhood,  while  such  lesser  tilings 
as  the  one  to  which  my  memorandum  re- 
fers are  deemed  proper  subjects  for  a  sneer 
or  a  lampoon, — still,  tastes  differ.  If  the 
Grecian  architect  could  perceive  enough  of 
beauty  in  the  egg  to  make  it  form  the  chief 
ornament  of  his  roof-mouldings,  so  can  a 
rustic  mind  perceive  in  it  a  perpetual  won- 
der. It  seems  a  standing  miracle,  that  in 
this  white  "oval"  box,  9iere  should  be  a 
kind  of  tliickened  jelly, — ^partly  clear, 
partljr  yellow, — ^which  upon  the  mere  ap- 
plication of  heat,  without  the  addition  of 
any  recognizable  thing,  should  become  a 
living  creature,  capable  of  moving,  seeing, 
and  feeling ;  and  wherewithal  clothed  with 
a  robe,  each  atom  of  which  is  replete  with 
structural  and  mechanical  wonders. 

But  I  forget  that  my  pen  was  taken  up 
to  record  some  practical  suggestions  by 
which  this  "  thing  of  beauty  "  can  be  pro- 
duced and  reared,  rather  than  to  expatiate 
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upon  its  loveliness.  Well,  never  having, 
through  a  long  experience,  lost  two  per  cent, 
of  chickens  after  they  have  heen  natched, 
whilst  some  of  my  friends  and  neighbours 
have  this  very  season  lost  fall  eiffntv  per 
Cent,  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
the  simple  business  of  hatching  and  rearing 
chickens  is  not  thoroughly  understood. 
What  is  worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing 
well.  I  shall  record  my  own  practice, 
without  arrogating  for  it  anything  new  or 
original, — it  is,  I  believe,  the  practice  of 
the  best  breeders  of  poultry.  Select  a  place 
for  the  nest,  free  from  the  intrusion  of  other 
fowls ;  let  it  be  on  the  ground ;  if  in  a  slight 
concavity  [upon  the  plain  earth,  so  much 
the  better ;  a  sod  of  grass,  slightly  mois- 
tened, forms  a  sufficient  nest.  Let  the  eggs 
be  newly  laid,  and  not  too  many  in  num- 
ber. In  the  winter,  five  are  ample  fbr  a 
Game  fowl,  and  seven  for  a  Dorking  or 
Shanghae  hen.  In  the  spring  time,  or 
summer  (the  proper  season  tor  rearing 
chickens)  these  numbers  may  be  increasea 
respectively  to  nine  and  eleven.  Many 
persons  will  regard  these  numbers  as  too 
few,  and  will  relate  successful  hatches  of 
thirteen  and  fifteen ;  but  I  value  nin« 
strong,  healthful  chickens  at  more  than 
thirteen  weakly  ones;  and  moreover, 
taking  one  season  with  another,  I  have 
found  that  more  chickens  are  hatched  from 
the  lesser  than  from  the  larger  number  of 
eggs.  Upon  the  freshness  of  the  eggs,  and 
the  continuous  application  of  a  fiill  amount 
of  heat,  largely  depend  the  v^our  of  the 
chick  ;  that  heat  is  abstractea  by  contact 
from  the  body  of  the  hen,  and  is  primarily 
obtained  by  her  from  the  food  she  takes, 
through  a  vital  chemistry  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  explain     The  more  heat  re- 

guired  for  the  eggs  the  more  food  for  the 
en,  and  a  more  exhaustive  drain  is  de- 
manded from  her  digestive  and  breathing 
functions.  If  these  become  impaired,  less 
heat  is  obtained  at  the  close  of  the  incuba- 
tion, when  it  is  imperiously  demanded  by 
the  chick,  brought  wet  and  shivering  into 
thiis  naught V  world.  But  even  prior  to 
this,  the  chick  will  incur  great  peril  from 


its  inability,  through  weakness,  to  breaik 
through  tiae  membranes  and  the  shell  of 
the  eggf  which  prooessi  especially  if  it 
required  to  be  aided  by  art,  is  very  ex- 
haustive to  the  chick)  and,  after  which,  it 
always  requires  the  warmth  and  repose  of 
its  mother  8  breast.  The  health  of  the  hen 
sufiers  much  from  a  large  brood,  f^m  the 
great  abstraction  of  boMdy  heat  which  tinb 
has  undergone ;  and  thoush  she  may  rear 
fifteen  young  ones,  these  chickens  (except 
they  are  hatched  in  the  very  depth  of  sum- 
mer) will  never  be  so  large  and  strong  as 
nine  would  be ;  first,  because  they  oannot 
be  kept  so  warm  in  the  cold  spring  nights 
of  our  climate,  and  because  the  hen  cannot 
procure  for  them  so  great  an  abundance  of 
insects,  or  other  varieties  of  food,  as  she 
could  for  the  lesser  number.  No  supply 
from  the  hand  of  the  master,  however 
abundant,  can  fully  compensate  for  the 
absence  of  these  minute  delicacies,  wfaidi, 
under  the  guidance  of  some  invisible  finger, 
she  is  constantly  discovering  for  her  little 
ones,  and  thus  perpetually  reminding  us 
of  Him  who,  in  illustration  of  his  love  to 
men,  proclaimed,  **  Behold  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  they  sow  not,  neither  do  they  reap, 
nor  gather  into  bams,  yet  your  heavemv 
Father  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  much 
better  than  they  T'-^JBly  permission  of  the 
Atahar, 


A  BaadosL  Beeord. 

It  is  very  seldom,  Mr.  Edito^  that  I  Can 
^t  a  few  minutes  to  spare  from  atten- 
tion to  my  little  stock,  to  write  an  account 
of  my  sayings  and  doings,  for  your  amuse- 
ment and  that  of  your  readers ;  but  now 
a  cessation  has  occurred  in  a  wet  speU, 
which  has  diminished  the  aggregate  wdght 
of  many  of  my  broods,  I  have  fed  all  the 
future  recipients  of  prices  in  seven  dif- 
ferent classes  (not  to  mention  the  chicken 
classes),  and  I  sit  down  to  relate  to  your 
reader  ^how  I  and  m}*-  daughters  went  in 
search  of  a  distinct  race  of  fowls,  which  I 
am  sure  neither  you  nor  they  ever  saw. 
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One  of  my  neiehbouts  came  to  tell  me, 
one  day,  how  he  nad  heard  of  some  fowls 
exceeding  anything  he  had  ever  known  in 
England  before  ;  and  my  daughters  were 
not  backward  wiU\  their  importunities 
that  I  would  take  a  day  and  go  and  see 
them — ^they  must  go  too,  of  course.  •*  They 
cannot  be  more  beautiful  than  my  Se- 
bvighte,"  said  one,  ''nor  more  bruliant 
than  my  Gamo'-birds,"  added  the  other. 
**  Don't  talk  of  the  podr  tame^oloured 
things ! "  cried  m^  neighbour.  «  Did  you 
ever  see  the  blue  m  a  Jay's  wing?  What 
think  you  of  that  for  the  colour  of  a  fowl  ?  " 
Before  my  daughters  could  stop  him,  my 
neighbour  was  gone. 

The  day  for  Uie  excursion  was  as  fair-as 
amateur  ^could  wish.  The  sun  shed  his 
bright  rays  like  liquid  happiness  upon  the 
earth,  and  the  leaves  upon  the  trees  formed  a 
brilliant  amaleamation  of  every  ecmoeiv- 
able  shade.  The  girls  had  a  donkey- 
chaise,  and  I  had  my  feet — ^let  me  tell  vou, 
Mr.  Editor,  a  donkey  is  not  to  be  despised, 
when  we  cannot  get  the  rail.  I  bred  Meg 
myself,  and  a  nice^going  beast  she  is,  ex- 
cept now  and  then  when  she  wUl  go  home 
and  tibe  girls  want  to  go  out,  then  they  are 
obliged  to  let  her  have  her  own  way. 
WeO,  we  started  on  that  brilliant  day,  to 
flee  those  brilliant  fowls ; — dear  me^  what 
ii  that  noise  upon  the  grass  pk>t?<^the  hen, 
under  the  coop,  is  standing  upon  one  of 
her  chickens  ;  i  must  set  it  free.  *    •    • 

The  chick  is  liberated  and  not  much  the 
worse.  The  degree  of  compression  which 
these  little  things  can  bear  is  truly  wonder- 
ful ;  a  hen  sets  her  foot  in  the  very  centre 
of  a  chicken,  the  chick  squalls  out  lustily 
•^we  should  do  the  same  in  the  same 
position.  The  hen  Bays,  ^  Crook,  crook, 
crook, — ^took,  took,  took ;"  which  means, 
**  My  dear  little  chicken,  what  oan  be  the 
matter  with  yon.''  and  all  the  while  she 
never  thinks  of  looking  down  to  see  what 
her  own  feet  are  doin^.  However,  the 
chicken  is  not  killed  this  time :  so,  after 
this  little  episode,  I  return  to  where  I  left 
off.  Let  me  see-^the  donkey  was  the  last 
thing.    Well)  the  donkey  went  very  well 


this  day,  and  the  girls  were  anxious 
enough  to  make  her  go,  for,  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  we  all  belong  a  little  to  the  class  of 
"maniacs,"  which  you  and  your  cor- 
respondents so  often  rather  laugh  at,  but 
belong  to'  all  the  while,  and  we  did  not 
think  a  little  about  theee  sky-blue  fowls. 
But,  oh  I  the  difficulties  of  authorship  I 
The  maid  has  brought  in  a  chick  in  tne 
last  agonies,  with,  **  If  you  please.  Sir, 
here  is  one  of  the  Queen's  chickens  does 
not  feel  herself  very  well."  Poor  chicken ! 
I  can  do  nothing  for  it.  Attention  to  sick 
chickens  Is,  as  one  of  your  contributors 
once  observed,  the  only  painful  part  of  an 
amateur's  dutv — and  how  little  we  eon  do 
for  them;  pernaps,  the  only  thing  is  to 
make  them  comfortable  for  the  short  time 
they  have  to  sufier. 

To  return  to  my  narrative,  it  was  a 
glorious  walk  and  drive.  In  one  smooth, 
grassy  platform,  where  we  soon  lost  sight 
of  the  lane  by  which  we  had  entered  it,  the 
sun  cast  shadows  among  the  trees,  whidi 
made  a  study  for  an  artist  of  each  one  of 
them ;  the  peculiar  yellow  green  of  the 
oak's  young  foliage  was  just  peeinning  to 
change  to  the  summer  tint,  and  the  sky 
wore  that  appearance  which  it  has  in  hot 
weather  only;  and  which  painters  in 
water-colours  make  yrith  a  mixture  of 
cobalt,  carmine,  and  the  smallest  possible 
touch  of  gamboge.  Meg  went  very  well, 
the  girls  were  so  delighted,  they  almost 
forgot  to  think  about  the  sky-blue  fowls 
and    •    *    •    « 

I  had  written  so  far,  when  our  maid 
burst  into  our  sitting-room.  *'0h.  Sir! 
me  and  the  gardener  have  been  watching 
that  hen  you  borrowed  to  hatch  the 
three  ^inea  eggs.  She's  a  eating  all 
the  chickens  as  they  come  out  of  the 
shell ! ! !  " 

Mr.  Editor  and  gentle  readers,  what  can 
I  do  t  Under  the  circumstances,  you  mast 
forgive  me  if  I  leave  it  to  my  neighbour  to 
describe  the  sky-blue  fowls, — ^for  author- 
ship and  attending  to  my  poultry,  both 
are  really  past  my  powers. 

Pavi  Pat. 
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BRAHMA  CHICKENS. 

A  LADY,  whose  poultry-yard  I  have  yisited. 
had  several  Brahmas,  all  the  usual  greyr  colour 
(except  one,  which  was  tinged  slightly  with  red- 
dish brown).  In  1853  she  bred  many  chickens, 
all  like  their  parents ;  in  1854  she  has  also  bred 
many  chickens,  all  like  their  parents,  with  the 
usual  markings  and  varieties  of  black  and  white. 
One  hen  was  sent  to  my  yard  to  run  with  a 
BraJima  cock  I  have ;  the  produce  of  these  two 
are  black  and  white,  with  the  usual  markings, 
like  their  parents. 

'If  "like  producing  like"  is  an  argument  in 
favour  of  the  distinctiveness  of  the  Brahma,  this 
would  be  fair  evidence.  I  do  not  profess  to  have 
formed  any  other  opinion  than  that  the  Brahma 
is  either  distioct  from  the  Cochin  or  a  distinct 
variety  of  Cochin,  and  I  do  not  much  think 
it  signifies  which, — my  own  experience  is  only  of 
one  season.  May  not  the  Brahma  be  to  the 
coloured  Cochins  what  the  Silver  Hamburgs  are 
to  the  Golden— a  most  pleasing  and  distinct 
variety? 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  "  Gallus,"  I  may 
mention,  that  the  Brahma  hen  above  mentioned 
laid  an  apparently  double-yolked  egg;  it  was 
set,  and  produced  two  perfectly-formed  chicks, 
which  lived  for  twenty-four  hours,  when  one 
died,  and  the  hen  trod  the  other  to  death ; — they 
were  never  strong. 


.  COTTAOBRS     PRIZES. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor.— -On  one  topic  much  ad- 
vocated in  your  amusing  journal,  I  must  '*  agree 
to  differ ''  from  many  of  your  correspondents, 
viz.,  the  propriety  of  encouraging  poultry- keeping 
by  cottagers, — be  it  understood  that  by  "  cot- 
tagers **  I  mean  hired  farm  labourers,  and  not 
the  independent  occupiers  of  a  cottage  and  a  few 
acres  of  knd. 

Few  persons  require  to  be  told  that  the  idea  of 
keeping  poultry  purely  for  profit,  when  nearly  idl 
the  necessary  food  has  to  be  purchased,  is  most 
fallacious ;  and  althoush  a  few  fowls,  for  some 
months  of  the  year,  witn  a  good  run  round  a  cot- 
taji^e  in  the  country,  may  obtain  a  subsistence 
without  aid,  and  make  a  trifling  return  in  eggs, 
still  chickens  cannot  be  brought  to  prize-taking, 
or  high*  priced  perfection,  without  an  expense 
being  incurred  too  great  for  a  cottager  to  nsk  in 
a  business  so  completely  speculative  (supposing 
he  possessed  good  birdu  of  a  distinct  variety) ; 


and  the  higgler^s  usual  price,  2s.  fid.  or  36.  per 
couple  for  ordinary  chickens,  will  scarcely  pay 
him  for  his  trouble  in  rearinj^  them,  leaving  p|ur- 
chased  food  out  of  the  question.  But  the  prime 
objection  to  the  keeping  of  live  stock  by  farm 
labourers  is  the  inducement  to  pilfer  to  which  it 
subjects  them. 

What  can  be  more  exposed  on  all  sides  than 
the  farmer's  produce?  The  bamsman  sur- 
rounded with  heaps  of  tempting  com,  and  a  lot  of 
hungry  chickens  at  home,  may  at  any  time  fill 
his  pockets  without  being  detected,  and  think 
nothing  of  such  a  trifle ;  so  with  the  carter  with 
his  horse-corn,  &c. ;  and  I  need  not  sketch  here 
the  result  of  an  evil  habit  once  commenced. 

"What  I  have  written  will  no  doubt  excite  the 
ire  of  many  of  your  contributors  and  readers^ 
who  will  probably  stigmatize  me  as  illiberal  and 
narrow-minded;  but  in  answer  I  would  say^ 
"  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire ;"  pay  him 
generously  in  proportion  to  his  work,  and  dis- 
countenance all  uncertain  perquisites, — ^ved 
place  restrictions  on  pig-feeding, — for  do  we  ndt 
daily  pray,  *'  lead  us  not  into  temptation  ?  " 

As  an  amateur,  I  find  the  system  of  supplying 
.  cottagers  with  my  own  poultry  answer  admira- 
bly, viz.,  where  fowls  can  be  kept  without  in- 
jury to  the  garden,  sending  food,  and  payinj;  the 
wife  or  children  for  taking  care  of  them,  collect- 
ing eggs,  &c.,  and  if  chickens  are  bred,  so 
much  per  head  for  each ;  they  take  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  them,  especially  since  the 
"  mania"  has  been  raging,  and  all  are  pleased  to 
have  charge  of  something  choice. 

I  will  only  add,  that  I  freely  accord  to  others 
the  same  liberty  of  opinion  that  I  claim  for  my- 
self, and  with  many  apologies  for  having  tres- 
passed at  such  a  length  on  your  kindness,  remaib, 
yours  truly*  R.  G. 

fowls'  food. 

Mr.  Editor,— You  will  say  I  am  giving  year 
correspondents  nuts  to  crack,  and  that  unwise 
men  can  Ask  more  questions  than  wise  ones  can 
answer;  but  will  any  of  your  correspondents, 
either  "Tom,"  or  "J.  C.  B."  (see  p.  142  and 
199),  tell  us  the  effect  of  bad  food  on  poultry  ? 
All  who  buy  com  and  meal  get  it  very  bad  some- 
times. Now,  all  say  the  ergot  in  rye  has  a  pecu- 
liar effect  on  the  living  system.  How  would 
mite -infested  com  and  meal  act  ?  or  would  it 
have  any  particular  effect?  In  what  manner 
does  musty  com  and  meal  affect  the  fowls? 
Will  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents  be- 
longing to  the  fiurming  interest  tell  a  London 
ignoramus  how  to  know  good  wheat,  barlev, 
oats,  and  meal  of  different  kinds,  and  greatly 
oblige,    .  .  A  Nbw  Correspondsnt  ? 
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ON   BXPBRIMEim  IK  HATCHING. 

SiB» — In  yovr  publication  of  the  17th  ultimo* 
one  of  jour  correspondents,  under  the  signature 
of  "  Lire  and  Learn,*'  wishes  to  know  the  expe- 
rience of  others  respecting  the  possibility  of  ais- 
ceming  the  sex  of  chickens  from  the  position  of 
the  air  cell  at  the  blunt  end  of  the  eggs.  Having 
been  positi?ely  assured  that  the  sex  could  be 
ascertsinedv  notwithstanding  the  doubt  thrown 
upon  such  rule  in  Mr.  Richardson's  work,  I 
took  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  fact  last  year, 
and  for  this  purpose  examined  the  eggs  in  six 
different  sittin|;s ;  in  some  cases  the  residts  were 
pretty  much  in  accordance  with  the  expected 
result*  but  in  others  far  wide  of  the  mark;  I 
found,  therefore,  that  it  was  impossible  to  come 
to  a  satisfiustory  conclusion  on  the  subject  unless 
I  selected  eggs  which  indicated  one  sex  alone,  as 
in  case  those  which  indicated  both  sexes  might, 
as  in  the  experiment  of  "Lire  and  Learn,' ^re- 
sult in  a  correct  number  of  each,— yet  there  was 
no  proof  that  the  different  sexes  came  out  of  the 
identical  eggs  marked  for  the  purpose.  I  there- 
fore selected,  out  of  a  large  number  of  eggs, 
seTen  which  had  the  air  cell  decidedly  to  one  side 
of  the  blunt  end,  and  which  consequently  sho^d 
have  produced  female  chicks.  I  reared  four 
birds  only  out  of  the  lot,  and,  to  my  astonish- 
ment, they  all  proved  to  be  eoekereU.  This  was 
such  a  knock-on-the-head  to  my  hopes  that  I 
should  be  able  ,to  limit  the  number  of  the  mas- 
culine gender  in  my  little  broods,  that  I  have  not 
examined  any  of  my  sittings  of  eggs  this  year ; 
bufe  I  would  advise  **  Live  and  L«im  "  to  try 
the  same  plan,  and  select  either  eggs  which  indi- 
cate hens  or  cocks  (and  not  those  of  both  kinds), 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  result  wiU  confirm  the 
opinion  expressed  in  Mr.  Richardson's  work. — 
X  ours  respectfully*  Sblim. 


BLACK  BAMBURO  FOWLS. 

Mr.  Editor. — I  fancy  from  the  addendum  to 
"  Alector's"  very  useftil  remarks,  which  appeured 
in  the  "  Chronicle  "  of  the  31st  instant,  that  his 
black  Hamburg  grapes  are  a  very  "  pleasantly 
tart"  variety.  I  saw  a  pen  of  the  so-called 
Black  Hamburg  fowls,  exhibited  at  Bath  as  extra 
stock,  and  if  it  can  only  be  proved  that  they  are 
indeed  a  distmct  variety,  they  certainly  are,  as 
regards  size,  a  ereat  improvement  on  the  rest 
of  the  species.  I  fancy,  however,  they  had  not 
the  white  ear-lobe,  so  distinguishing  a  mark  of 
pure  blood,  but  on  this  point  probably  "T.M.6." 
will  have  the  kindness  to  enlighten  me.  I  would 
also  reiterate  "Alector's"  question, —  "  How 
long  has  he  had  them*  and  whence  did  he  get 
them?"    Has  he  had  them  in  his  possession 


suffidenfly'long  to  prove  that  they  are  not  com« 
mon  barn-door  fowls  metamorphosed  into  black 
birds  by  a  process  similar  to  that  which  London 
bird-fanciers  practise  towards  dirty  sparrows* 
when  they  wish  to  convert'  them  into  gaudy  bull- 
finches? Of  course,  "T.M.  G."  will  not  re- 
fuse to  give  us  satisfactory  answers  to  these 
questions,  as  if,  by  so  doing,  he  can  clearly  prove 
his  birds  to  be  a  distinct  variety, "he  may  not 
only,  as  "  Alector  "  assures  him,  expect  to  realize 
a  small  fortune,  but  he  will  have  the  satisfaction 
ot  knowing  that  he  has  earned  the  gratitude  of 
his  brother-fanciers*  as  well  as  that  of 

A.  LiCTOR* 


DISAPPOINTMBNT  IN  BREEDING. 

Sir, — ^Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  be  kind 
enough  to  explain  the  following,  to  me,  inexpli- 
cable difficulty  ?  I  purchased  last  July  of  our 
squire  four  good  Dorking  chickens,  three  pullets, 
and  one  cock,  who  let  me  have  them  cheap,  owing 
to  defects  in  the  fifth  toe,  and  I  thought  of  rais- 
ing some  good  birds  this  year.  In  the  last  week 
of  December  the  pullets  began  to  lay,  and  have 
laid  until  the  present  time*  with  the  exception  of 
wanting  to  sit  once  each,  from  which  they  were 
put  off.  I  keep  them  in  a  yard  twelve  feet  by 
six*  with  plenty  of  gravel,  ashes,  clean  water  and 
vegetables,  and  different  sorts  of  grain,  with  a 
little  meat  occasionally.  In  February  I  set  my 
first  hen,  a  large  Cochin*  on  eleven  eggs,  from 
these  birds,  and  had  no  chickens.  I  attributed 
my  bad  luck  to  the  severe  frost,  but  have  since 
set  eight  more  hens,  and  have  had  but  six  chickens 
from  all  of  them.  I  have  always  set  them  on  a 
small  number  of  eggs  to  ensure  better  broods. 

I  have  had  other  eggs,  hatch  well  but  cannot 
get  any  chickens  from  these*  and  have  now  given 
it  up  as  a  hopeless  case. 

I  never  have  heard  the  Dorkings  recommended 
as  ffood  layers,  but  I  never  found  them  surpassed* 
and  I  have  kept  Cochins,  Hamburgs,  and  Game. 
I  remain  yours  respectfully, 

A  Cottager. 

[We  would  advise  *'  A  Cottager"  to  change 
the  cock  immediately*  and  try  the  result.] 


When  old  hens  have  done  moulting^  or 
when  pallets  are  about  five  or  six  months 
old,  a  little  hemp  or  sun-flower  seed  is 
said  to  promote  laying.  It  must  however 
be  used  charily,  and  as  a  rule  I  object  to 
the  use  of  stimulants.  Peppercorns  and 
cayenne  are  worse  than  useless,  and  are 
as  bad  for  hens  as  drams  for  women.    If 
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a  bird*  is  iadifferent*  get  rid  of  it^  but  do 
not  make  bad  wone  bv  inflicting  per- 
manent  evils  for  the  sake  of  temporary 
and  questionable  advantages. — PmUfy 
Pmmogue. 


To  An  BshibHor.^Vle  shall  be  muoh  obliged 
if  an  Exhibitor  will  let  us  have  his  name. 

C  Jff»  B.— Up  to  the  present  time  we  have 
been  anable  to  make.jroom  for  the  letter  on  the 
Brahmas,  and  we  have  now  kept  it  so  long  that 
we  fear  it  would  be  out  of  date.  We  believe,  in 
fiict,  little  more  can  be  said  upon  this  oft-dis- 
cussed subject,  which  would  be  interesting  to 
poultry  fanciers,  until  we  can  have  a  simple  re- 
lation of  facts  and  experiences. 

To  Game  Cock.— We  were  much  obliged  for 
the  mention  of  the  Poultry  show.  If  our  corre- 
spondent takes  an  interest  in  it,  will  he  oblige  as 
with  the  schedule  ? 

Barley  Meal  wishes  to  know  "  what  is  a  fair 
weight  for  Cochin  chickens  at  three  months*  and 
what  at  five  months  old."  This  year  we  have  no 
Cochin  chickens  as  much  as  three  months  old. 
Former  years  we  remember  thinking  well  of  four 
pounds  weight  for  chickens  at  three  months. 
Will  some  of  our  correspondents  kindly  give 
"  Barley  Meal"  the  result  of  their  experience. 

Selim. — ^We  are  much  obliged  for  your  flatt«- 
iog  opinion  and  kind  wishes.  We  believe  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle,"  hoe  "  supplied  a  want  in 
the  poultry  world."  It  will  give  us  great  pleasure 
to  receive  your  "  remarks  on  poultry  matters." 
^  G.  G.  writes^ "  Would  some  of  your  subscribers 
give  me,  in  your  columns,  a  correct  description 
of  the  Duckwing  Game  ?  " 

The  Almond  Tumbler  and  the  Emu  Fowl, 
next  week. 

J,  £.,  in  a  letter  which  we.  regret  to  have 
quite  overlooked  for  some  time,  writes,  ''  A 
neighbour  of  mine  has  some  of  the  fioest  Minorcas 
in  this  part  of  the  country ;  one  of  them  frequency 
lays  a  perfect  egg  early  in  the  morning,  and 
another  shelless  egg  in  the  evening.  This  latter 
was  always  eaten  up,  and  now  the  whole  stock 
eat  every  egg.  They  are  well  fed  thrice  a  day. 
Can  any  of  your  numerous  subscribers  pen  down 
an  eflectual  cure  without  injuring  the  poultry  ? 
From  what  experience  I  have  had,  I  have  found 
the  non«sitters,  viz.,  Dutch,  Spanish,  and  Mi- 
norcas, the  worst  at  egg  eating."  We  believe  the 
only  cure  to  be  to  watch  the  fowls  so  closely  that 
they  have  no  opportunity  of  eating  the  eggs  until 
the  propensity  is  forgotten.    A  good  Judge  has 


recommended  leawig  plenty  of  stone  eggs  in 
th^r  way, 

/.  /.  M--We  are  much  obliged  for  the  Sche- 
dule of  the  Armagh  Exhibition* 


Poultry  Karket,  LeadienhalL 

Wb  have  little  variation  to  note  rinoe  last 
week.  The  trade  has  been  better  than  at  any 
previous  tisse  thia  season,  and  an  increased 
quantity  of  poultry  has  met  with  a  ready  sale. 
Senders  to  market  will,  during  tiie  hot  weather, 
do  well  to  remember  the  instructions  given  more 
than  onoe  in  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle."  The 
poultry  must  be  well  faated  before  it  is  killed, 
and  must  not  be  packed  till  quite  oold.  It  should^ 
if  poerible,  be  laid  in  a  cool  plaoe  for  some  hours 
before  it  is  sent  away.  In  warm  weather  small 
lots  of  very  fresh  poultry  will  often  make  more 
than  the  average  market  prioe,  while  that  which 
is  heated  will  not  sell  at  all. 

;e  Fowls     ..6s.   6d,    to    8s.  Od.  each. 


Smaller  do. 
Chickens  .. 
Goslings  .. 
Ducklings  .. 
Iieverets  .. 
Pigeons 
Rabbits  .. 
Do.    '^Id 


.4s. 
.2s. 
.5s. 
,3s. 
.4s. 
.Is. 
.Is. 


6d. 
9d. 
6d. 
6d. 
Od. 
3d. 
6d. 


..Os.  lOd. 


5s.  6d. 
3s.  9d. 
68.  6d. 
4s.  Od. 
5s.  6d. 
Os.  Od. 
ls.8d. 
ls.Od. 


^)tMi$maAi. 


E 


GGS  from   FIRST  CliSlSS  and   PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Bailv  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma   ' 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles*   , 
bury  Duck  Eggs.    The  above  are  from  carefully   j 
selected  and  very  superior  birds.  | 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  30. ; 
by  post,  38.  4d. 

Baily's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
1 7s.  6d. ;  seven  qusrts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts> 
130.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"FowU,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  28.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  praoticsl  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor^square. 

FIRST  PRIZE  BUFF  COCHINS. 

FOR  SALE,  the  COCK  and  TWO  HENS, 
which  obteined  the  First  Prise  at  Bath.  Price 
JglO.  10s.    Apply  to  H.  W.  Abbott,  Blandford. 
Eggs  from  Prize  White-Faced  Spanish  Fowls* 
21s«  for  thirteen,  box  included. 
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By  permission  and  under  the  immediate  patronage  of  the  Most  Worshipful  the  Vice-chancellor  and 

the  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

THE    CAMBRIDGESHIRE    EXHIBITION    OF    POULTRY, 

Open  to  all  England, 

Will  be  held  at  CAMBRIDGE,  on  WEDNESDAY.  THURSDAY,  and  FRIDAY,  November 

8th,  9th,  and  10th,  when  Prizes  to  the  amount  of 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  GUINEAS  will  be  awarded. 

The  Schedule  will  be  ready  July  10th.  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Management. 

Hon.  Sec,  Charles  H.  Crosse,  Esq.,  M.A. 
New-square,  Cambridge. 


PIGEONS.--A  TREATISE  on  the  Art  of 
Breeding  and  Managing  Fancy  PIGEONS. 
Also,  how  to  breed  the  Antwerp,  or  most  subtle, 
cunning,  sharpest-flying  ligeon  ibr  Homeing. 
Carefully  compiled  from  the  best  authors,  con- 
taining  the  whole  of  the  Works  of  Moore,  1735  ; 
Mayor,   1765;   Girtin;    Boys,  Esqr'f.,  Notes. 
I  With  Observations  and  Reflections,  by  J.  M. 
I  Eaton,  with  seven  elegantiy-engraved  coloured 
I  Portraits  (large  as  life)  bv  Wolstenholme.    Pub- 
I  lished  by  and   to  be  obtained  of  the  author, 
John  Matthbws  Eaton,  7»  Islington-green, 
London,  price  lOs.,  post  free.    Money  Orders 
payable  86«  Upper-street,  Islington. 


CAPTAIN  SNELL  will   SELL  his  Buff  and 
Partridge  COCHIN  CHICKENS,  at£l.  Is. 
per  pair.    Single  Cockerels  10s.,  Pullets  15s,  each« 
St.  Swithin's-lane,  Londoi|. 

PURE  SILVER  BANTAM  EGGS,  from 
Prise  Birds,  and  Buff  COCHIN  CHINA 
EGGS,  to  be  SOLD,  at  6s.  and  12s.  per  dozen. 
—Address  G.  R.,  Chettor,  near  Bridgenorth, 
Salop. 

HOMAS  FRICKER,  Game,  Poultry,  Pork, 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall- 
market,  London. 


BY   HER    MAJESTY'S    ROYAL 
LETTERS  PATENT. 


AGRICULTURAL  and  POULTRY 
FENCING.  MANUFACTURED 
BY  PATENT  MACHINERY. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number 
and  qtudity  of  POULTRY  in  the 
United  Kingdom  within  the  last  few 
years  has  created  a  demand  for  an 
efficient  Poultry  Fence,  which  has 
called  into  existence  every  possible 
contrivance  and  adaptation  of  the  Wire 
and  Cord  Netting,  all  of  which  have 
more  or  less  proved  failures. 

B.  Grbbnino  and  Co.  have  succeeded  in  sup- 
plying this  acknowledged  deficiency,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  variety  of  their  Portable  Wire 
Fencing. 

No.  11.  Patent  Double  Fencing  (Proof 
against  Poultry  and  Chickens). 

This  Fencing  (which  they  manufacture  by 
machinery,  patented  last  year)  is  light,  portable, 
'  and  elegant  in  appearance,  yet  stronger  and  more 
I  durable  than  any  Fence  before  the  public.  It 
'  requires  few  standards,  and  is  fixed  with  the 
I  utmost  facility  by  a  labourer  or  gardener. 


The  following  are  the  principal  other  varieties : 
—Cattle  Fencing,  Sheep  and  Lamb  Fence,  Hare 
and  Rabbit  Proof  Fencing,  Ornamental  Fencing 
for  Gardens,  Trainers  for  Peas,  Garden  Border- 
ing, Export  Fencing,  &c.  &c.,  manufactured  by 
Patent  Machinery  by  Bbnjamin  GRBSNiNa 
and  Co. 

1  and  3,  Church  Gates,  and  2,  Cateaton- 
STREET,  Manchester. 

From  whom  every  information,  together  with 
Prospectuses  and  Engraved  Sheets  of  Patterns, 
may  be  obtained  gratis. 
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miLLlAM  DRAY  AND  CO.'S 
If  PATENT  WIRE  FENCING, 
strong  enough  to  keep  oat  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enoni^h  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  firom  2id.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  William  Drat  and  Co., 
AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 


CHICKENS  OF  1854. 


JOHN  FAIRLIE,  Esq.,  Chevelcy-park,  New- 
market,  will  be  prepared,  after  the  30th  June, 
to  DISPOSE  of  the  CHICKENS  from  his  weU- 
known  Prize  Brahmas,  Cochins,  Dorkings,  Scotch 
Bakies,  Turkeys,  Geese,  and  Ducks. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARE  Foot.  -  Croegon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  foel. 
Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 

Elication  to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
ill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOfeOUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature.  4 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds^  &c.  Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2 yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  vards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


FANCY  POULTRY.  &c— PERIODICAL 
SALE. 


MR.  J.  C.  STEVENS'  next  SALE  will  take 
place  at  his  Great  Room,  38,  King-street, 
Covent-garden,  on  TUESDAY,  July  4,  at 
Twelve  o'clock  precisely.  It  will  include  some 
First  Class  DORKINGS,  from  Mrs.  George,  of 
Chaldon,  who  has  recently  taken  first  Pnxe  at 
Bath:  BRAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS  and 
CHICKENS,  from  Mr.  Emery,  Mrs.  Cannon, 
and  some  vary  beautiful  COCHINS  from  the 
yards  of  Cant.  Snell,  T.  Rider,  Esq.,  and  other 
good  Breeders.  Also  a  first-rate  collection  of 
Lopped-eared  RABBITS,  and  several  Stacks  of 
capita]  HUTCHES,  the  property  of  a  well-known 
Amateur.— Catalogues  ready  one  week  before 
the  Sale,  and  will  be  forwai^ed  by  enclosing  a 
stamped-directed  envelope  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Stevens, 
38,  King-street,  Covent-garden. 

%*  These  Sales  are  held  on  the  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  in  every  month. 


Scale  of  Chabges  fob  Adybrtisbments. 

'      SixLines 3s.  Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.  4d. 


Yeably  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  Ss.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  1,  York-street,  Covent-garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed. —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholetale  Agentt,  G.  Routledoe  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 

LoXDOM :  Printed  by  Chaklbs  Wtmax,  »t  the  Printiiig  Offlee 
of  COX  (Brothers  &  WTMAN.  74  ft  78,  Great  QoeeiMtreet, 
LineolnVlnn-flelfle,  and  pabUehed  by  Gbomi  CLKicum, 
1,  York-fftreet,  Oorent  Garden.— WedneMlay,  Jane  SS,  1S04. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Harrogate  First  Exhibition,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  5th  and  6tii  of  July,  in  the  Royal 
Cheltenham  Grounds,  Low  Harrogate.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  James  Pullan,  Promenade-square. 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
<»mmencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  are 
closed. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
Augujst  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milburn, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

Royal  Agricultural  Improvement  Society  of 
Ireland's  Show,  at  Armagh,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  9th  and  10th  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, Thomas  Harkness,  Esq.,  Upper  Sackville- 
street,  Dublin.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

Wellingtoui  Somerset.  Thursday  and  Friday, 
3rd  and  4th  of  August.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Corner^  Esq.    Entries  close  July  21st. 

Cleveland   Agricultural   Society's   Show,  in- 

.clnding  Poultry,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 

and  18th  of  August.     Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas 

Farrington.  Entries  close,  Saturday,  August  5th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  3l8t  of  August.     Secre- 


tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th. 

Malv^,  in /the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th. '  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  iu  connexion  with  the 
Northamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  21st.  SecretarieSi 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion, in  conjunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21  st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Yale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  T.  Wootton  and  J.  D.  Muddi- 
man.  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  3lst 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
Thumall,  Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and 
Mr.  C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  En- 
tries close  October  1st. 
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Reading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Bsq.,  Reading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties*  Association,  at 
Norwich,  in  November.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Hansel,  Esq.  Schedule  will  be  ready  shortly. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombraio,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council-rooms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.    Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties:  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  an^  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  Ef.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  dose 
January  1st. 

We  ihaUfeel  obliged  \f  Seeretariee  and  Com- 
mitteea  of  PotUtry  Shows  will  favour  U9  with 
early  impressiotu  qfthe  Schedulei.  These^  and 
all  other  communicationi  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  "  Monk  Bams,  Hampsteiut:*' 


Novelty  is  but  a  term  of  comparison, 
and  the  love  of  poultry,  now  considered  a 
new  pursuit,  has  existed  for  ages.  When 
we  have  visited  all  the  shows,  and  can 
learnedly  descant  on  feather  or  shape,  we 
have  not  seen  all,  nor  have  we  mastered 
the  subject,  for  it  has  played  its  part  in 
providing  food  for  man  for  thousands  of 
years.  Thus,  in  the  daily  provisions  for 
Solomon's  temple,  we  find  **  fatted  fowls" 
enumerated.  Greek  and  Latin  writers 
speak  of  it  frequently,  and  many  give 
minute  descriptions  of  the  different  breeds, 
and  scan  claws  and  combs  with  as  much 
precision  as  a  modern  exhibitor.  Addison 
speaks  of  live  fowls.  Boileau,  in  his  satires, 
quotes  them  on  the  table.  ThQ  numerous 
books  recently  written  on  the  subject  have 
caused  search  for  authorities,    and  good 


writers  have  been  found  in  all  ages  and 
languages. 

The  present  thirst  for  knowledge  may 
therefore  be  fairly  termed  a  revival, 
and  we  are  only  continuing  that  which 
some  of  the  most  learned  of  past  ages  have 
not  thought  beneath  their  notice. 

It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man  to  be  con- 
tent with  partial  knowledge  of  anything, 
and  few  unassisted  can  master  a  subject. 
Unstable  enthusiasm  will  make  some  dis- 
coveries, will  publish  them,  and  then  en- 
gage in  a  new  pursuit ;  but  cool  e very-day 
observation  will  note  these  and  put  them 
together,  and  will,  from  them,  derive  a  com- 
plete mastery  of  all  it  desires.  Generally 
speaking,  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  is  at- 
tended with  difficulties,  and  it  is  a  pleasing 
task  to  soften,  or  to  overcome  themw  We 
believe  our  Letter-Box  calculated  to  do 
this,  and  we  hail  with  pleasure  the  increas- 
ing numbers  of  its  contributors  and  the 
augmentation  of  its  interest.  It  forms  a 
school  for  incipient  amateurs,  and  a  text- 
book in  which  all  can  read.  We  believe 
and  hope,  that  much  of  the  learning 
acquired  through  it  will  bear  its  fruit 
hereafter  in  prizes. 


Schedule  of  the  Clevela:adAgri(mltiiral 
Society. 

The  twenty-first  annual  show  of  this 
society  is  appointed  to  be  held  at  Middle- 
borough,  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  the 
17th  and  18th  of  August,  and  is  to  include 
poultry.  It  is  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Earl  of  Zetland  :  the  president  is  Thomas 
Hustler,  Esa.  The  exliibition  is  for  short- 
horned  cattle,  long-woolled  sheep,  brood 
mares,  poultry,  and  implements,  in  aU 
which  departments  competition  is  open  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  There  is  also  a  sche- 
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dule  of  premiums,  the  competition  for  which 
is  confined  to  the  district  of  Cleveland  :  it 
includes  cattle,  pigs,  horses,  and  farm  pro- 
duce.   We  give  the  prize  list  for  poultry. 

l.^Spanish  Cock  and  two  Hens     I,  £1    0  0 

2.— Three  Spanish  Chickens . .  10  0 

3. — Dorking  Cock  and  two  Hens     . .  10  0 

4.— Three  Dorking  Chickens  10  0 

5. — Cochin  China  Cock  and  two  Hens  10  0 

6.->Three  Cochin  China  Chickens  . .  10  0 

7. — Malay  Cock  and  two  Hens        . .  10  0 

8.— Three  Malay  Chickens    ..         ..  10  0 

9. — Game  Cock  and  two  Hens         . .  10  0 

10. —Three  Game  Chickens  ..  10  0 
11. — Golden  Pheasant  Cock  and  two 

Hens        10  0 

12.~Three  Golden  Pheasant  Chickens  10  0 
13. — Silver  Pheasant  Cock   and    two 

Hens        10  0 

14.— Three  Silver  Pheasant  Chickens..  10  0 
15. — Chitteprat^  or  Corsican  Cock  and 

two  Hens 10  0 

16. — ^Poland,  any  variety,  with  or 
without  ruffs.  Cock  and  two 
Hens  ..       ,..         ..100 

17. — Cock  and  two  Hens  of  any  breed 
or  cross  not  eligible  to  compete 

in  any  of  the  above  classes      . .  10  0 

18.— Three  Chickens  of  do 10  0 

19. — Bantam  Cock  and  Hen  of  any  dis- 
tinct breed          10  0 

20.— Gander  and  Goose          ..         ..  10  0 

21.— Young  Goose       0  10  0 

22.— Turkey  Cock  and  Hen    . .         . .  10  0 

23.— Young  Turkey 0  10  0 

24. — Drake  and  two  Ducks  of  any  dis- 

tinct  breed          10  0 

25.— Couple  of  young  Ducks  . .         . .  0  10  6 
26.— Cage  of  three  couples  of  Fancy 
Pigeons,  each  couple  of  a  distinct 

variety ..100 

27.— Couple  of  Fancy  Rabbita           . .  0  10  0 

All  chickens  must  be  hatched  after  the  1st  of 
January,  1854. 

*  Are  Chitteprats  called  Corsicans  in  this 
locality  ? 

Regulations. 

No  stock  can  be  admitted  for  exhibition,  unless 
a  written  certificate  of  entry  has  been  received  by 
the  Secretary,  on  or  before  Saturday*  the  5th  day 
of  August  next.  For  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  the  secretary  will  attend  and  receive  en- 
tries at  the  Cock  Inn,  Guisborough,  on  Tuesday, 
the  1st ;  at  the  Black  Lion,  Stockton,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  2nd  ;  at  the  Golden  Lion,  Stokesley, 
on  Thursday,  the  3rd ;  and  at  the  Globe  Imij 


Middlesborough,  on  Friday,  the  4th  day  of 
August;  from  4  to  6  p.  m.  each  day.  Entries 
sent  by  the  post  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remit- 
tance, where  any  entrance-money  is  payable. 

Exhibitors  of  poultry  must  state  the  price  of 
the  lots  entered. 

Entrance-money,  at  the  rate  of  2s.  in  the 
•pound  on  the  amount  of  premium  entered  for, 
will  be  charged  to  non-members  of  the  society. 

Tickets  of  admission,  for  stock  into  the  show 
ground  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary, 
near  the  entrance,  at  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th,  or  at  the  Station  Hotel,  the  evening 
previous,  no  stock  will  be  admitted  without  a 
ticket. 

All  subscribing  members  of  10s.  and  upwards 
will  be  admitted  free  to  the  show  ground,  at 
9  o'clock  a.m.,  each  day,  and  receive,  gratis,  a 
list  of  entries,  on  production  of  a  receipt  for  their 
annual  subscription  to  this  society,  due  the  1st  of 
January  last 

The  public  will  be  admitted  at  9  o'clock  each 
day,  on  payment  of  Is.  each.  Catalogues  of 
entries,  6d.  each. 

Implements  and  poultry  must  be  in  the  show 
yard  by  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Thursday, 
the  17th  of  August. 

Only  one  attendant  will  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
show  ground  free,  with  each  animal  or  lot,  ac- 
cording to  entry. 

The  Secretary  will  attend  at  Stokesley,  on  the 
9th;  Guisborough,  on  the  12th;  and  Middles- 
borough,  on  the  16th  days  of  September  next,  to 
pay  the  premiums  and  other  demands  upon  the 

Thomas  Pakungton,  Sec. 
Lazenby,  near  Redcar, 

May  8th,  1854. 
It  is  earnestly  requested  that  all  parties  con- 
nected with  the  agriculture  of  Cleveland,  or 
otherwise  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  dis-  • 
trict,  will  become  annual  subscribers  to  the  above 
society — thus  enlarging  its  means,  and  enabling 
the  committee  to  increase  its  usefulness. 


Schedule  of  the  Armagh  Exhibition. 

The  Royal  Agricultural  Improvement 
Society  of  Ireland  also  includes  pre- 
miums to  poultry  in  its  arrangements. 
The  Exhibition  of  Stock,  horses,  swine, 
poultry,  dairy  produce,  flax,  and  imple- 
ments'(open  for  generd  competition)  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  9th  and  10th  of  August.    The  poultry 
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will  be  admitted  from  One  to  Six  o'clock 
on  the  Tuesday  before  the  show. 

Very  favourable  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  various  railways  and 
steam-boat  companies^  for  the  car;riage 
of  stock,  &c.  The  Companies  of  the 
Ulster  and  Bally mena,  the  DabHn  and 
Drogheda,  the  Dublin  and  Belfast  junc- 
tion»  the  Dundalk  and  Inniskillen,  have 
agreed  to  convey  stock  to  and  from  the 
show  free;  the  County  Down  Railway, 
the  same,  excepting  horses;  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western,  and  the  Great 
Midland,  will  charge  goinj^,  but  make  no 
charge  on  the  return,  provided  the  articles 
have  not  changed  hands.  The  City  of 
Dublin  Steam-boat-Company  will  carry  to 
and  from  Dublin  and  Belfast  free  by  their 
boat  (once  a  week) ;  and  the  Belfast  Steam- 
boat Companies  will  charge  half  freight 
each  way. 

POULTRY  PRIZE   LIST. 
See. 

1.  Dorking  Cock  and  Hen,  not  exceed- 

ing two  years  old dSl  lOs. 

2.  Couple  of  Dorking  Pallets  . .        . .  £0  lOs. 

3.  SpaniEh  Cock  and  Hen^  not  exceed- 

ing two  years  old £1  lOs. 

4.  Couple  of  Spanish  Pallets  . .         . .   JSO  lOs. 

5.  Polish  Cock  and  Hen^  not  exceeding 

two  years  old       dSl  lOs. 

6.  Couple  of  Polish  Pullets     ..        ..   J50  lOs. 

7.  Malay  Cock  and  Hen,  not  exceeding 

two  years  old  •    ••        ..   dSl  10s. 

8.  Couple  of  Malay  Pullets     . .         . .   J60  lOs. 

9.  Speckled  Hamburg  Cock  and  Hen, 

not  exceeding  two  years  old      . .   dSl  lOs. 

10.  Couple  ofspeckledHambuiv  Pullets  £0  lOs. 

11.  Cochin  China  Cock  and  Hen,  not 

exceeding  two  years  old  . .         . .   dSl  10s. 

12.  Couple  of  Cochin  China  Pullets   . .  £0  10s. 

TUBKEYS. 

13.  Turkey  Cock  and  Hen,  not  exceed- 

ing three  years  old  . .         . .  £1  10s. 

14.  Couple  of  Turkey  Poults    ..,       ..   J50  lOs. 

Geese. 

15.  Couple  of  Geese       £1  lOs. 

Second  best  ditto £0  108. 

Ducks. 

16.  Aylesbury  Drake  and  two  Ducks, 

not  exceeding  three  years  old   . .   £1  10s. 
Second  best  ditto £0  108. 


17.  Drake  and  two  Ducks  of  any  other 

breed,  not  exceeding  three  years 

old         £1  10s. 

Second  best  ditto £0  lOs. 

Capons. 

18.  Lot  of  Capon  Fowl  of  any  breed, 

.    not  less  than  ten  ... .        . .  £4    Os. 

Second  bnt  ditto £2    Os. 

19.  Best  lot  of  Capon  Turkeys,  not  less 

than  ten £4    Os. 

Second  best  ditto £2    Os. 


For  the  best  lot  of  Poultry..       The  Medal. 


Sohedule  of  the  Sonfh-East  Hants 
Poultry  Show. 

This  show  will  he  held,  in  conjunction 
with  the  South-East  Hants  Agncultural 
and  Cattle  Show^  at  Fareham,  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  19. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

Claw.  Ut.     2nd, 

1.  Cochin.— Cock  and  two  Hens,  £1  . .  10s. 

2.  Four  Chickens,  Cock  and  three 

Pullets £1  ..  lOs. 

3.  DoBKiNO.— Cock  and  two  Hens,  £1  ..  10s. 

4.  Four  Chickens,  Cock  and  three 

Pullets..  ..   £1  ..   IDs. 

5.  Spanish. — Cock  and  two  Hens,  £1  . .   IDs. 

6.  Four  Chickens,  Cock  and  three 

PuUets £1  ..   10s. 

7.  Poland  and  Hambubo. — Cock 

and  two  Hens £1  ..   10s. 

8.  Four  Chickens,  Cock  and  three 

PuUets £1  ..   lOs. 

9.  Game  Fowls.— Cock  and  two 

Hens £1  ..    10s. 

10.  Fowls  of  any  otheb  distinct 

Bbeed.— Cock  and  two  Hens,  £1  .•  10s. 

11.  TuBKETs.— Cock  and  two  Hens,  £1  ..   lOs. 

12.  Geese.— Gander  and  two  Geese,  £1  ..    lOs. 

13.  Ducks.— -Drake  and  two  Ducktf,  £1  ..   lOs. 
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Rules. 

Pens  will  be  provided^  and  the  Poultry  must  be 
sent  to  the  place  of  Exhibition  not  later  than  Ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Exhibition,  which 
will  be  held  at  Fareham,  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  of 
September. 

All  entries  must  be  sent  in  to  the  Secretaries 
on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  September  next. 

Admission  to  the  Poultry  Show,  to  Non-Sub- 
scribers, Sixpence  each. 

Subscriptions  to  the  Poultry  Show,  for  one  or 
two  entries,  5s. ;  four  entries,  10s. ;  and  in  pro- 
portion for  a  larger  number. 

Cottagers  will  be  allowed  to  exhibit  Poultry, 
bond  fide  their  own,  without  any  Subscription, 
upon  application  for  the  proper  Certificates, 
before  the  time  above  specified. 

G.  S.  Nbwman,  Treasurer. 
Gborge  Creed,  "I  tj^^  q^^ 
James  James,    j  "on.  Sees. 

With  regard  to  Class  7,  we  can  only  say, 
in  all  friendly  courtesy,  Committees  of 
Poultry  'Shows  should  have  mercy  on 
the  judges,  and,  through  them,  on  amateurs 
who  benefit  or  suffer  by  their  decisions. 
Who  can  award  a  first  prize  to  Polands 
AND  Hamburgs  ?  Cannot  the  Committee 
(who  have  followed  the  straightforward 
plan  of  giving  their  names  in  the  schedule) 
reconsider  this  class? 


My  Experience; 

dR,   the  perils  of  the  F0ULTR7  SHOW. 

Before  experience  has  taught  the  con- 
trary, it  is  the  impression  of  every  one, 
that  to  send  birds  to  a  poultry  show  is  a  very 
simple  affair,  involving  no  loss,  beyond 
the  trifling  entrance  fees  and  carriage  ex- 
penses. Whenever  the  great  hazard  and 
loss  are  spoken  of,  people  stare  with  aston- 
ishment, and  commence  by  blaming  rail- 
way companies,  for  the  inference  is  at  once 
drawn,  that  the  sole  rieds:  is  in  the  transit 
to  and  fro.  This  is  the  very  least  of  all 
the  evils.  If  the  parcel  be  properly  labelled, 
it  is  very  rare  that  it  fails  to  reach  its 
destination.  My  own  case  is  perhaps  a 
favourable  type  of  the  amount  of  risk  in- 
curred by  exhibiting  poultry,  and  there- 
fore may  be  instructive  to  those  who  keep 


fowls  for  the  love  of  them,  although  value- 
less to  speculators  and  mere  exhibitors. 

My  attention  to  poultry  has  not  sprung 
out  of  the  recent  "mania,"  but  had  its 
rise  in  my  childhood  (now,  alas!  near  forty 
summers  ago),  and  has,  vrith  a  love  for  all 
animals,  grown  with  my  growth,  and 
strengthened  with  my  strength ;  and 
although  an  exhibitor  upon  three  occasions 
only,  my  poultry  have  been  attended  to 
with  much  care,  with  rigid  caution  against 
the  introduction  of  impure  blood,  and  by 
careful  attention  to  improved  strains. 
Such  of  the  fowls  as  have  fallen  under 
their'  notice  have  elicited  the  admiration 
of  Capt.  Hornby,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Bond, 
and  other  judges  of  poultiy.  I  merely 
mention  these  facts,  as  a  slight  evidence 
that  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  con- 
stitutes excellence  in  poultry,  and  that, 
therefore,  I  should  not  hazard  more  than 
would  any  prudent  person,  in  sending  fowls 
to  an  exhibition.  In  other  words,  tliat 
the  previous  feeding,  the  present  health, 
and  the  proper  packing  and  hours  of 
transit  would  be  all  duly  considered ;  and 
that,  therefore,  ^^m^  experience**  will  be 
instructive  to  the  class  for  whom  it  is  in- 
tended, namely,  those  who  love  beauty  for 
its  own  sake,  who  strive  after  excellence, 
independent  of  meretricious  attractions, 
and  who,  like  myself,  would  far  rather 
lose  "  a  prize  '*  than  a  good  bird,  which 
has  day  after  day  ministered  delight,  by 
its  plumage,  its  symmetry,  and  its  su- 
perior size.  As  stated  before,  my  expe- 
rience has  been  limited  to  three  shows, 
namely,  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society's 
Show  at  Gloucester,  in  1853  ;  the  show  at 
Derby  in  the  same  year ;  and  Mr.  Jessopp's 
exhibition  at  Cheltenham,  during  the 
current  month.  From  these  three  trials 
I  have  drawn  the  following  inferences, 
namely : 

1st.  Birds  suffer  severely  from  the  ex- 
hibition, unless  great  care  be  taken. 

2nd.  The  best  birds  do  not  always  gain 
the  prize ;  and 

3rd.  That  different  judges  have  different 
standards  of  merit  in  judging  of  poultry ; 
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and  that  it  being  known  who  of  the  more 
prominent  judges  of  the  present  day  is 
about  to  officiate,  it  may  be  predicated 
what  character  of  fowl  in  each  class  will 
gain  the  prize. 

Into  the  proofs  of  the  latter  induction  I 
shall  not  have  space  to  enter,  but  a  brief 
history  of  "  my  experience  '*  in  the  three 
shows  will  prove  the  two  first  inductions, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Bacon  himself,  the 
great  father  of  inductive  philosophy. 

Well ;  my  birds  were  sent  to  Gloucester, 
under  the  care  of  a  servant  of  another  gen- 
tleman, who  was  also  an  exhibitor.  These 
chickens  were  of  one  hatch,  had  never  been 
separated,  had  never  quarrelled,  and  had 
been  cooped  together  frequently.  When  I 
saw  them  in  the  pen,  immediately  after  the 
exhibition  was  opened  to  the  public,  one 
pullet  was  partially  insensible  (comatose) 
from  a  deep  wound  at  the  back  of  the  head, 
and  her  hackle  feathers  were  saturated 
with  blood  ;  the  others  were  so  dull,  inani- 
mate, and  stupid,  that  they  could  not  be 
induced  to  keep  on  their  legs.  They  were, 
however,  "commended"  by  the  judges, 
and  the  prizes  were  justly  given  to  superior 
birds.  These  fowls  returned  to  me  in  a 
worse  condition  than  when  they  left  home ; 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  wounded 
one,  thev  soon  became  healthful,  animated, 
and  useful. 

To  the  Derby  exhibition,  I  and  mine 
sent  three  pens  of  adult  Dorking  fowls, 
and  one  pen  of  chickens :  of  these  adult 
birds,  one  pen  was  formed  of  a  set  of 
magnificent  birds,  which  were  marked  for 
sale  at  ten  guineas ;  and  the  third  pen, 
which  was  formed  of  fowls  snatched  hap- 
hazard from  the  farm-yard,  ih  which  they 
were  placed  because  of  their  comparative 
inferiority,  and  because  some  of  them  were 
destitute  of  the  fifth  claw  on  one  or  both  of 
their  feet,  was  priced  at  five  pounds.  The 
first  pen  did  not  gain  even  a  "  commenda- 
tion ;"  the  third  pen,  despite  of  the  claw- 
defective  foot,  gained  a  prize,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence, was  immediately  claimed  for  the 
lesser  sum  specified.  They  were  compe- 
titors in  the  same  class. 


ThQ  prize  birds  weighed  conjointly  nine- 
teen pounds.  The  birds  which  were  not 
deemed  worthy  of  "  commendation,"  in 
competition  with  the  above,  had  each  five 
well-developed  claws  on  a  perfectly  white 
foot,  and  weighed  conjointly  twenty-four 
pounds — ^their  individual  weights  being  as 
follows: — 

Cock        SJlbs. 

Hen  8   lbs. 

Hen  ...      ' r^lbs 

The  only  respect  in  which  the  "  prize 
pen"  could  be  deemed  better  than  this  was, 
that  the  birds  were  somewhat  more  uniform 
in  colour. 

The  chickens  which  were  sent  gained  a 
first  prize,  but  not  without  (as  I  heard) 
some  discussion  as  to  whether  they  had 
been  crossed  by  the  Cochin  China  fowl. 
At  that  time  no  Cochin  China,  fowl  had 
ever  been  in  my  possession — ^there  are  no 
fowls  within  half  a  mile  of  me,  and  my 
home  is  surrounded  by  a  wall  nine  feet 
high.  All  these -fowls  returned  from  the 
show  in  a  condition  equal  to  that  in  which 
they  left  home.  A  stronger  illustration  of 
the  lottery  character  of  the  prize  award 
came  before  me  at  the  same  place  and  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  circumstance,  that 
the  pen  of  geese  to  which  the  first  prize  was 
awarded  consisted  of  two  ganders  and  one 
goose  instead  of  one  gander  and  two  geese, 
as  the  rules  of  the  show  demanded.  These 
geese  came  into  my  possession.  The  very 
iiMtOAfa  the  hamper-lid  was  raised,  my  man, 
who  had  not  seen  them  before,  exclaimed, 
**  Why,  Sir,  here  are  two  ganders  and  one 
goose."  **  Oh  I  that's  impossible ;  they 
are  the  prize  geese  from  Deroy — the  judges 
could  not  make  such  a  mistake,"  I  replied. 
"  Pardon  me,  Sir — if  they  couldn't,  they 
have,"  was  the  impertinent  rejoinder ; 
modified,  however,  by  a  knowing  smile, 
and  a  respectful  tone.  He  was  right. 
These  "  prize "»  ganders  have  perpetuated 
their  race  in  a  truly  masculine  manner — 
and  although,  as  a  schoolboy,  I  read  from 
Juvenal  the  following  verse : — 

*'  Did  Marcus  say  *twa8  fact,  then  fact  it  is  ; 
No  proof  80  valid  as  that  word  of  his. "    . 
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Yet  still  I  cannot  bow  to  authority  with 
a  slavishness  sufficient  to  unsex  these  re- 
spectable birds,  and  to  call  either  one  or 
both  of  them,  with  the  judges  at  the  Derby 
show,  a  great  goose. 

On  Monday,  the  12th  instant,  I  sent 
a  pen  of  fine  chickens  to  the  show  at 
Cheltenham,  for  the  14th  and  15th  of 
June ;  they  weighed  upwards  of  22  lbs.  on 
leaving  home,  and  large  sums  had  been 
refused  for  them,  under  the  expectation 
that  they  would  take  a  prize  at  Lincoln. 
Alas !  *'  Hope  told  a  flattering  tale ;"  at 
Cheltenham  they  did  not^  as  far  as  one 
can  learn  from  "  The'  Poultry  Chronicle," 
even  obtain  "a  commendation."  It  is 
quite  possible  that  they  did  not  merit 
**  commendation;^*  but  I  regret  excesssively 
that  they  met  with  a  very  severe  ^^con^ 
demncOion**  in  the  fact,  that  althou||^h  the 
show  closed  on  Thursday,  they  did  not 
reach  home,  a  distance  of  97  miles  of 
direct  railway,  until  the  following  Tues- 
day,— and  alas!  "what  a  sight  for  one 
who  loved  so  well  I" — when  they  did 
arrive,  not  a  single  bird  had  strength 
enough  to  stand — all  of  them  stunk  pesti- 
ferously— one  died  in  a  few  hourSy  another 
followed  its  example  in  a  few  days,  and 
the  remaining  two  are  still  in  a  most  pre- 
carious condition.  Each  fowl  had  lost 
nearly  one  pound  in  weight,  and  livid 
combs,  and  closed  eyes,  dark  legs,  droop- 
ing wings,  and  stained  and  damaged 
feathers,  proclaimed  with  piteous  power 
the  perils  of  a  poultry  show. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  the  ^^  lot- 
tery" character  of  the  prize  award,  I 
may^  add,  that  as  the  "  amateur "  judges 
(Messrs.  Bond  and  Nutt)  awarded  the 
prize  to  the  Gander  pen  at  Derby,  so,  by 
way  of  equalizing  their  judgments,  and 
readjusting  their  olunders,  I  learn  from 
the  "Gloucester  Journal,"  that  now,  at 
Cheltenham,  they  disqualified  a  pen  of 
very  beautiful  birds,  belonging  to  T.  F. 
Addison,  Esq.,  of  Gloucester,  because,  in 
their  estimation,  it  consisted  of  two  cochs 
and  one  hen,  although,  when  these  fowls 
left  their  owner,  and  also  when  they  re- 


turned to  him,  two  of  them  revelled  in  the 
charms  and  functions  of  puUethood,  even 
laying  eggs  on  their  return,  and  one  only 
had  the  slightest  pretensions  to  the  mascu- 
line gender. 

Such  unsexing  freaks  in  two  shows  out 
of  three  in  which  I  have  been  interested, 
make  one  fear,  lest  the  days  of  Herma- 
phrodite may  have  returned,  and  that 
^^ amateur**  judges,  like  the  nymph  Sal- 
macis,*  may  know  of  some  divinities  to 
whom  they  can  apply  for  a  transmutation, 
which  may  have  a  very  serious  result 
upon  the  perpetuation  of  poultry.  But 
would  it  not  be  wiser,  on  the  part  of 
poultry  committees,  to  dispel  all  sinful 
surmises  about  ^^ dealer**  judges,  and  to 
secure  the  services  of  honourable  men, 
whoever  they  might  be,  whose  experience, 
skilly  and  judgment,  would  preserve  them 
from  such  mischievous  blunders  as  those 
which  I  have  detailed,  and  thus  lessen,  to 
a  great  extent,  the  perils  of  the  poultry 
show?  J.  H, 

Mickleover, 


The  Emn  Fowl. 
I  HAVE  not  seen  noticed  in  the  pages  of 
the  "Poultry  Chronicle"  a  variety  of 
fowl,  which,  if  it  cannot  demand  our  ad- 
miration for  its  beauty,  at  least  deserves 
our  attention  as  being  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  of  the  many  wonderful 
varieties  which  the  late  poultry  mania  has 
brought  to  light ;  I  mean  the  fowl  to 
whicTi  fanciers  have  given  the  name  of  the 
"  Emu  Fowl."  Of  this  variety,  I  believe, 
only  a  few  exist  in  England,  aftd  there- 
fore, to  some  of  your  readers  it  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  hear  something  about 
them.  Were  it  not  that  I  believe  they  are 
generally  recognized  as  a  distinct  breed, 
my  own  experience,  as  far  as  it  goes,  would 
rather  lead  me  to  believe  that  they  are 
only  a  sort  of  class  of  freaks  of  Nature 
— if  Nature  can  be  said  to  have  any  rule 
in  the  production  of   her  monstrosities. 
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In  one  of  the  exhibitions  in  Baker-street, 
which  I  attended  last  year,  I  remember 
seeing  one  solitary  specimen  of  this  variety, 
and  at,  the  last  Birmingham  Show  there 
was  a  pen  of  them  exhibited,  I  think,  by 
Mr.  Baily,  of  Mount-street ;  but  excepting 
these,  and  the  one  specimen  in  my  own 
yard,  of  which  I  mean  to  speak,  I  do  not 
remember  ever  to  have  seen  any.  These 
creatures  are  covered  all  over  with  a  sort 
of  silk,  of  a  light  dusty  or  very  light  red 
colour,  and  have  no  feathers  except  in  their 
wings,  where  they  have  a  few  things  that  look 
like  worn-out  quillsr  They  have  no  tails, 
are  not  good  flyers,  are  dean-legged,  and 
the  hens  (my  expeiience  does  not  extend  to 
cocks)  weiffh  about  5lbs.  They  have  not 
the  black  skin  of  the  common  Silk  f(fwl. 

And  now  I  will  give  you  an  account  of 
the  way  in  which  the  specimen  of  which  I 
write  came  into  my  possession.  In  the 
spring  of  1851, 1  had  given  me  six  Cochin 
Chinese  eggs,  from  a  yard  where  none  other 
than  Cochin  China  fowls  were  kept,  ex- 
cepting, perhaps,  one  or  two  common  hens ; 
but,  however,  there  were  only  Cochin 
cocks,  and  the  eggs  which  were  given  me 
were  laid  by  Cochin  hens.  I  took  the  six 
home  with  me,  and  succeeded  in  hatching 
three  chicks.  Two  turned  out  very  hand- 
some Cochin  cocks,  the  smallest  of  whom 
weighed  lOlbs.  last  summer ;  and  the  third 
egg  turned  out,  to  all  appearance,  a 
thorough-bred  Emu  hen,  ana,  in  fact,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  she  is  as  like 
those  exhibited  in  Birmingham  as  one  hen 
can  be  like  another.  I  kept  her  (and, 
indeed,  have  her  now),  and  from  her  eggs 
hatched .  several  chicks,  by  one  of  these 
cocks  that  had  been  hatched  from  the 
original  six  eggs,  thinking  that  if  there 
was  some  taint  of  Emu  in  tne  blood  of  my 
friend's  fowls,  this  cross  might  perhaps 
produce  some  more  of  these  silky  Emu 
fowls  :  but  such  has  never  been  the  case. 
They  were  always  the  sort  of  brute  you 
would  imagine  would  be  the  consequence 
of  a  cross  between  an  Emu  hen  and  a 
Cochin  cock  :  but,  at  the  same  time,  my 
Emu  hen,  wliilst  differing  entirely  in  ap- 


pearance from  her  brothers,  and,  in  fact, 
all  her  relatives,  as  far  as  I  know  them, 
possesses  all  the  moral  and  domestic  traits 
of  a  Cochin, — ^the  same  gentle  tractability 
of  temper,  the  same  proneness  to  sitting, 
the  same  fecundity  in  laying  eggs. 

Hoping  you  will  excuse  me  for  intruding 
my  little  experiences  upon  you  (though, 
at  •the  same  time,  I  believe  them  to  possess 
some  little  interest  in  this  particular^  at 
least),  I  am  yours  truly. 

Live  and  Learn. 

P.S. — I  see  no  one  seems  disposed  to 
enlighten  me  on  the  question  of  the  sexes 
of  effgs. 

[To  the  last  we  much  fear  no  one  can. 
At  Birmingham,  last  year,  a  pen  of  Emu 
fowls  was  shown  by  D.  J.  Fleetwood,  of 
Birmingham.  There  have  been  several 
instances  of  this  kind  of  sport  in  Cochin 
Qhinas.  It  was  mentioned  at  the  Baker- 
street  Show,  that  the  owner  of  the  Emu 
hen,  Mr.  Franklin,  of  Bexley-heath,  met 
with  her  by  chance,  and  could  not  procure 
her  a  mate. — En.] 


Colombiary. 

NO.  X. — THE  ALMOND  AND  8H0&T-FACED 
TUMBLERS. 

It  is  with  considerable  caution  that  I 
approach  these  peculiar  pets  of  the  fancy, 
for,  as  most  gentlemen  have  some  point  m 
this  hobby  which  they  consider  paramount^ 
it  is  impossible  to  enter  into  a  full  descrip- 
tion of  these  beautiful  little  pigeons  in  the 
small  compass  of  this  paragrapn.  I  shall, 
therefore,  make  a  few  general  remarks  on 
the  points,  properties,  and  management  of 
these  birds,  and  recommend  those  who 
desire  a  fuller  description,  to  peruse  Mr. 
J.  M.  Eaton's  '*  Treatise  on  the  Almond 
Tumbler." 

The  Almond  Tumblers  were  obtained 
by  careful  breeding,  selecting,  and  cross- 
ing colours  from  the  commoner  kind  of 
Tumblers,  and  after  a  long  series  of  years, 
by  drafting  and  breeding  in  and  in,  as 
much  as  it  was  prudent,  have  they  been 
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bronght  to  the  state  of  perfection  in  which 
they  are  now  to  be  seen.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  name  of  ^^ Almond"  originated  in 
their  ground-colour  being  formeny  that  of 
the  well-known  "  Almond  (nut) ;"  though 
they  are  now  bred  of  a  much  brighter 
colour.  4 

The  colour  of  the  Almond  Tumbler 
is  a  mixture  of  yellow,  red,  black  and 
white,  well  broken  and  intermixed ;  but 
short-faced  Tumblers  are  of  various  colours 
and  markings,  as  black,  white,  yellow, 
red,  kite,  and  dun,  silyer  or  blue,  either 
whole  coloured,  mottled  with  white,  bald- 
headed,  bearded,  or  magpied. 

Their  points  of  excellence  may  be  enu- 
merated under  the  five  following  pro- 
perties of  head,  beak,  eye,  shape,  and 
feather : — 

The  head  must  be  round,  broad  and 
high,  rising  abruptly  from  the  beak  ;  and 
the  fuller  and  more  projecting  the  forehead, 
the  more  it  is  valued.  The  beak  should 
be  short,  small,  straight,  and  tapering, 
measuring,  from  the  eye  to  the  end  of  the 
quick  of  the  beak,  from  five-eights  to 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  length, — the 
shorter  the  better ;  nor  must  the  nostrils 
be  large,  but  only  slightly  developed. 

How  much  better  would  it  be  if  all 
pigeon-fanciers  would  adopt  this  standard 
of  measuring  to  the  end  of  the  quick  ;  then 
there  would  be  no  inducement  to  pare  the 
Tumblers'  beaks,  nor  yet  to  coax  the  bill  of 
a  Carrier,  or  the  toe-nail  of  a  Pouter,  to  an 
ugly  and  unnatural  development  of  horn ; 
length  or  shortness  are  respectively  con- 
sidered beauties,  but  these  deformities  can 
hardly  be  considered  as  such. 

The  eye  should  be  prominent,  round, 
bright,  and  of  a  clear  pearl  colour,  with- 
out streak  or  mud-marks,  and  also  free 
from  sere. 

In  shape,  the  neck  should  be  short  and 

'  thin  ;  the  head  carried  rather  backwards  ; 

I '  the  neck  slightly  bending  ;  the  chest  full, 

>  I  and  well  thrown  out ;  the  back  short ;  the 

1 1  body  Tound,  and  as  small  as  possible  ;  the 

flight  and  tail  short ;    their  feet  small, 

and  the  bird  standing  on  its  toes,  the  ball 


of  the  foot  often  slightly  raised  from  the 
ground. 

Feather  is  considered  the  last  property ; 
not  but  that  good  plumage  adds  great 
beauty  to  the  bird,  and  much  enhances 
the  value  of  an  otherwise  good  specimen. 
The  more  an  Almond  has  of  bright  yellow, 
and  the  clearer  and  more  decided  the  black, 
so  much  the  more  is  it  admired.  Yellow, 
black,  and  white  are  the  primaiy  colours, 
and  tile  more  these  are  intermixed  the 
more  they  are  prized.  Blue  is  considered 
very  objectionable.  Mottled  Tumblers  are 
those  of  any  colour  where  the  flight  and  tail 
are  dark  and  the  bodies  spotted  with  white 
feathers.  Of  the  markings  of  Baldheads, 
Beards,  and  Magpies,  I  will  write  more 
fully  in  my  next,  when  I  speak  of  flying 
Tumblers. 

In  and  in  breeding  (that  is,  coupling 
relations)  is  of  considerable  use  in  reducing 
their  size  and  making  them  fine  and  de- 
licate ;  but  caution  is  required  not  to  carry 
this  process  too  far,  or  they  will  become 
so  weakly  and  degenerate,  that  scarcely 
any  ofiBpring  will  be  raised — and  these 
few  worthless.  The  finer  and  more  delicate 
they  are,  the  more  they  are  admired  ;  con- 
sequently, they  exist  m  an  artificial  state. 
From  their  weakness,  they  are  rarely 
allowed  to  enjoy  their  liberty,  though  on 
account  of  their  high  breeding  and  good  | 
living,  they  breed  freely,  but  are  very  apt  to 
leave  their  young  and  go  to  nest  again  be-  I 
fore  the  squabs  are  capable  of  keeping  them-  ! 
selves  warm.  To  prevent  these  dying,  they  i 
are  shifted  to  a  pair  of  feeders  that  have  j 
hatched  later,  so  as  to  secure  them  more 
attention  and  a  fresh  supply  of  soft  meat 
(a  pap  on  which  the  old  pigeons  feed  the 
young  at  firsts  These  feeders  must,  how- 
ever, be  small  pigeons  with  small  beaks, 
or  the  nurslings  may  be  injured,  or  have 
their  tender  beaks  twisted  or  broken  in 
feeding  (I  don't  know  if  it  has  ever  been 
tried,  but  I  fa^cy  the  CoUard  Turtle-doves 
would  make  good  nurses  for  these  tiny 
pets).  If  the  young  Tumblers  are  very 
fine,  or  the  weather  cold,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  shift  them  several  times;  thus. 
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several  pairs  may  be  shifted  |in  rotation, 
the  Almonds  themselves  taking  an  elder 
pair  of  some  of  their  companions. 

Their  loft  should  be  kept  scrupulously 
clean.  They  are  fond  of  bathing ;  their 
water  must  be  kept  clean  and  sweet,  and 
their  food  be  of  the  best  quality.  Each 
pair  should  be  provided  with  a  separate 
breeding-pen,  so  constructed  that  it  can  be 
closed  at  pleasure,  either  to  keep  in  a 
troublesome  gent,  or  to  prevent  others 
annoving  a  weakly  one.  Earthen  pans 
should  be  provided  for  nests,  placed  on  a 
shelf  in  the  pen,  and  short  straw  or  fine 
heath  twigs  for  building  materials.  When 
the  younff  are  sufficiently  dd,  they  should 
be  placed  on  the  floor  of  the  pen  to  pre- 
vent their  disturbing  the  old  ones  when 
sitting  again,  or  injuring  themselves  by 
falling  down.  A  registry  should  be  kept 
of  all  births  and  marriages,  and  many 
other  particulars.  A  great  deal  of  care 
and  attention  is  necessary  to  insure  suc- 
cess. No  one  will,  therefore,  wonder  at 
the  high  prices  paid  for  good  birds. 

B.  P.  Brent. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  was 
somewhat  surprised  at  seeing  in  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle,"  for  June  7th,  a  wish 
expressed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Eaton,  to  the  effect 
that  Splashed  birds  should  be  shown  in 
the  Almond  class,  his  reason  being  that 
Splashed  Short-faceds  are  Almond  bred 
birds,  and  are  preferred  by  some  breeders 
as  more  likely  to  breed  Almonds.  Not- 
withstanding all  due  deference  to  Mr. 
Eaton's  superior  knowledge  of  the  breeding 
of  this  beautiful  pet  of  the  fancy,  I  must 
dissent  from  him.  in  this  respect.  An 
Almond  I  consider  strictly  a  feather 
variety;  but  Short-faced s  are  of  various 
colours,  most  of  which,  are  occasionally 
used  for  breeding  Almonds.  I  think  it 
would  be  equally  inconsistent  to  award  a 
prize  to  a  Splasned  in  the  Almond  class, 
as  it  would  be  to  a  Kite,  a -Dun,  or  any 
other  colour.  As  well  might  a  Sebright 
fancier  require  a  first  prize  for  a  deeply- 
laced  cock  and  faintly-laced  hens  in  pre- 
ference to  an  evenly-laced  pen  of  birds,  on 


the  plea  of  the  greater  probability  of  their 
producing  better  chickens;  or  the  tulip- 
grower  might  argue  his  right  to  pre- 
eminence as  having  the  best  shaped  breeder 
in  preference  to  a  less  accurately  shaped 
fancy  flower. 

I  thifik,  also,  that  as  all  pigeons  have 
ten  flight-feathers,  the  standard  should 
include  the  whole  ten  and  not  nine.  I 
know  no  reason  why  the  last  should  be 
overlooked  more  than  the  first ;  why  not 
omit  one  on  each  side  of  the  tail  ?  Surely, 
one  would  be  equally  just  with  the  other. 
Mr.  J.  M.  E.  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  excuse 
the  remarks  of  a  brother-fancier ;  I  be- 
lieve he  was  led  to  express  this  wish  from 
being  a  head  and  beak  fancier,  and  not  a 
feather  fancier.  B.  P.  Brent. 

Bessels  Green,  near  Seven  Oaks. 


Devon  and  Cornwall  Poultry  Show. 

This  exhibition,  which  took  place  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  27th  and 
28th  of  June,  was  held  at  Antony,  Corn- 
wall, in  conjunction  with  a  Fete,  Bazaar, 
an^  other  entertainments,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  funds  of  the  Plymouth,  Devonport, 
and  Torpoint  Mechanics'  Institutions,  and 
although  the  weather  proved  unpropitious, 
the  scene  was  beautiful  and  animated  in 
the  extreme. 

The  estate  of  Antony  includes  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  parish  of  that  name,  and 
belongs  to  W.  H.  Pole  Carew,  Esq.,  the 
present  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Cornwall.  It  is  situated  within 
a  mile  of  Torpoint,  on  the  right  or  west 
bank  of  the  Tamar,  at  the  point  where  the 
estuary  of  the  Lynher  opens  into  that  river ; 
the  estate,  therefore,  has  the  advantage  of 
being  bounded  on  two  sides,  the  east  and 
north,  by  water.  The  grounds  of  Antony 
occupy  the  north-east  portion,  which  is  the 
most  romantic  part ;  a  forest  of  stately 
trees  here  fringing  the  banks  of  the  Tamar 
and  the  Lynher.  This  forest  extends  back 
from  the  xivers  to  a  considerable  distance, 
and  is  divided  by  the  high  road  i-unning 
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from  Torpoint  to  Antony-pasaage  and 
Sg^tash,  wnich  offers  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive walks  in  the  locality.  To  the 
west  of  the  road,  embosomed  in  the  wood, 
stands  the  mansion  of  the  Carew  family. 
It  is  a  spacious,  quadrangular-shaped 
house,  built  of  a  greyish  stone,  from  a 
celebrated  Cornish  mine.  Its  situation  is 
admirable ;  on  three  sides  there  is  a  growth 
of  noble  trees,  and  in  front,  where  it  faces 
the  north-west,  the  view  is  more  open. 
Immediately  before  the  house  are  exten- 
sive terrace-walks,  with  gardens  adorned 
with  urns,  &c.,  and  the  scene  from  this 
promenade,  where  one  of  the  bands  was 
stationed,  made  it,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Show,  much  frequented.  From  this  ter- 
race a  flight  of  steps,  at  the  east  end,  leads 
down  to  the  great  lawn,  bordered  by  trees, 
of  which  several  individuals  were  as  fine 
as  the  eye  could  wish  to  rest  upon.  These 
were  the  grounds,  which,  together  with  the 
adjacent  woods,  were  thrown  open  to  the 
public  by  the  owner  with  so  much  kind- 
ness and  liberality. 

The  number  of  pens  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  219,  and  in  point  of  perfection 
the  exhibition  was  said  to  be  the  finest, 
although  not  probably  the  largest,  ever 
held  in  the  West  of  England,  which  is  due 
to  the  indefatigable  manner  in  which  the 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  has  carried  out 
the  arrangements,  assisted  by  Mr.  S.  Park- 
house,  R.  E.  Moore,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  W. 
Greenwood.  The  success  of  their  united 
efforts  was  most  complete,  and  they,  the 
judges,  and  the  public  had  the  satisfaction  to 
see  several  of  the  classes  represented  in  a  man- 
ner unapproached  at  former  exhibitions. 
Amongst  the  most  perfect  may  be  named 
the  class  of  Black  Polands  with  white 
tops,  and  the  Golden-spangled  Hamburgs. 
The  Red  Game  and  the  White  Game  were 
very  excellent.  The  White  Shanghae 
chickens  were  admirable,  and  the  Pigeons 
it  would  be  impossible  to  excel.  There 
was,  in  the  shape  of  a  curiosity,  a  couple  of 
rumpless  birds,  shown  by  Capt.  Russell. 
The  White  Aylesbury  Ducks  were  very 
good ;  Mr.  W.  N.  Rowe^of  Newton  Abbot, 


showed  three,  which  were  considered  the 
best,  but  were  disqualified  on  account  of 
certain  marks  found  upon  them.  A  lot 
shown  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Ford,  of  Exeter,  were 
disqualified  for  the  same  reason.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the — 

PRIZE    LIST. 

Judges  for  Fowls  and  Pigaons^The  Rev. 
W.  W.  Wingfield,  Gulval,  Penzance,  Cornwall ; 
Mr.  W.  L.  Channing,'  Ueavitree,  Exeter ; — and 
also  for  Pigeons,  D.  Matthews,  Esq.  Plymouth. 

Class  1.  — Coloured  Dorking.— No.  of  en- 
tries, 7.—  Ist  prize,  Mr.  Charles  Harward,  Hayne 
House,  Plymtree,  CoUumpton,  D^von.  2nd 
prize,  Mr.  Thomas  Bremndge,  Penrose-villa, 
Heavitree,  Exeter,  Devon. 

Class  1  A. — Coloured  Dorking  (Chicken  of 
1854). — No.  of  entries,  3. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  John 
R.  Rodbard,  Aldwick  Court,  Liangford,  near 
Bristol,  Somerset.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  Charles  Har- 
ward, Hayne  House,  Plymtree,  Collumpton, 
Devon. 

Class  2.— White  Dorktng. — 3  entries. — ^No 
first  prize.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  Charles  Edwards, 
Brislington,  near  Bristol. 

Class  2  A.— White  Dorking  (Chicken  of  1854). 
—Mr.  Francis  J.  Coleridge,  The  Cottage,  Ottery 
St.  Mary,  Devon. 

Class  3. — Spanish. — 8  entries. — 1st  prize,  Mr. 
William  Wevill  Rowe,  Milton  Abbott,  Tavistock, 
Devon.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  William  Joseph  Square, 
14,  Portland-square,  Plymouth,  Devon. 

Class  4. — Buff  or  Cinnamon  Shanghae — 
9  entries.— 1st.  prize,  Mr.  S.  C.  Parkhouse,  Bed- 
ford-street, Plvmouth.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  S.  C. 
Parkhouse,  Bedford-street,  Plymouth.  3rd  priie, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Parkhouse,  Bedford-street,  Plymouth. 
Commended,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lawrence,  Rosemorran, 
Penzance,  Cornwall. 

Class  4  A.— Buff  or  Cinnamon  Shanghae 
(Chicken  of  1854.) — 18  entries. — 1st  prize,  Mr. 
Edward  Burton,  Tregolls  Cottage,  Truro,  Corn- 
wall. 2nd  prize,  Mr.  William  Joseph  Square, 
14,  Portland-square,  Plymouth,  Devon.  Highly 
commended,  Mr.  John  R.  Rodbard,  Aldwick 
Court,  Langford,  near  Bristol,  Somerset. 

Class  5.— Brown  or  Partridge  Shanghae. 
—6  entries.— 1st  prize,  Mr.  William  Eastlake, 
Mannamead,  Plymouth.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  6.  C. 
Adkins,  West  House,  Edgbaston,  near  Birming- 
ham. Highly  commended,  Mrs.  B.  J.  Ford, 
Exeter. 

Class  5  A. — Brown  or  Partridge  Shan- 
ghae (Chicken  of  1854).— 3  entries.— No  prize 
awarded. 

Class  6  A.— White  Shanghae  (Chicken  of 
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1854)— 2  entries— 1st  prize,  Mr.  James  Turner* 
Northbrook,  near  Exeter,  Devon. 
Class  8.— Red  Game  (any  named  variety). — 

10  entries.— Ist  prize,  Mr.  J.  Hanrey,  32,  Notte- 
street,  Plymouth,  Devon.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Little,  Anderton,  near  Devonport. — Highly  com- 
mended, Mr.  6.  C.  Adkins,  West  House,  Edg- 
baston,  near  Birmingham. 

Class  9.— Gret  Game  (any  named  variety). 
— 8  entries. — Ist  prize,  Mr.  John  Bickford,  Tide- 
ford,  St.  Germans,  Cornwall.  2nd  prize,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Little,  Anderton,  near  Devonport.  Mr. 
William  Greenwood,  34,  Fore-street,  Devonport, 
Devon,  the  best  pen,  but  disqualified  because 
the  cock's  leg  had  been  broken. 

Class  10.— Game  of  ant  other  named 
Variety. — 3  entries.    No  merit. 

Class  11. — Silver-pencilled    Hamburo. — 

11  entries.  —  Ist  prize,  Mr.  W.  Wevill  Rowe,. 
Milton  Abbot,  Tavistock,  Devon.  2nd  prize, 
Mr.  Thomas  Michelmore,  junr..  Berry,  Totnes, 
Devon.  Highly  commended,  Mr.  William  Kent, 
jun..  No.  14,  Queen-street,  Plymouth,  Devon. 

Class  12.— Gold  Pencilled  Hamburg.— % 
entries.  —  1st  prize,  Mr.  Wm.  Wevill  Eowe, 
Milton  Abbot,  Tavstock,  Devon.  2nd  prize. 
Miss  F.  Latteson,  Feniton  Court,  Honiton, 
Devon.  Highly  commended,  Mr.  T.  N.  Miller, 
Truro,  Cornwall. 

Class  13.— SiLTER-SPANGLED   HAMBURG. — 5 

entries.  1st  prize,  Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  Bris- 
lington,  near  Bristol.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  W.  Robert 
Gee,  Steartfield,  Paignton,  Devon.  Commended, 
Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  Brislington,  near  Bristol. 

Class   14.  —  GOLD-SPANGLED      HAMBURG. — 

3  entries. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  G.  C.  Adkins,  West 
House,  Edgbaston,  near  Birmingham.  2nd  prize, 
Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  Brislington,  near  Bristol. 

Class  15. — White  or  Buff  Poland.  —  1 
entry.— Ist  prize,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lawrence,  Rose- 
morran,  Penzance,  Cornwall.    White  Poland. 

Class  16.— PoLANDS,  Black  (White  Tops). 
—4  entries. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  Charles  Edwards, 
Brislington,  near  Bristol.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Adkins,  West  House,  Edgbaston,  near  Bir- 
mingham. 

Class  17.— Gold  Poland.  —  3  entries.— Ist 
prize;  Mr.  Edmund  Carl  yon,  Solicitor,  St.  Austell, 
Cornwall.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  Stephen  Towan,  13, 
Buckwell -street,  Plymouth,  Devon. 

Class  18. — Silver  Poland.— 4  entries. — Ist 
prize,  Mr.  G.C.  Adkins,  West  House,  Edfcbaston, 
near  Birmingham.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  James  Turner, 
Northbrook,  near  Exeter,  Devon., 

Class  19.— White  Bantam.— 4  entries.— Mr. 
G.  C.  Adkins,  West  House,  Edgbaston,  near 
Birmingham.  2nd  prize,  Messrs.  W.  Connett 
and  Co.,  270,  High-street,  Exeter. 

Class  20.— Black  Bantam.— 2  entries.— 1st 


prize,  Messrs.  W.  Connett  and  Co.,  High-street, 
Exeter. 

Chiss  21.— Gold-laced  Bantam.— 3  entries. 
—2nd  prize,  Messrs.  W. Connett  and  Co.,  High- 
street,  Exeter. 

Class  22.— Silver-laced  Bantam. — 1  entry. 
—2nd  prize,  Messrs.  W.  Connett  and  Co.,  270, 
High-street,  Exeter. 

Class  23.- Turkeys.— No  merit. 

Class  24.— Geese.— 1  entry.— Ist  prize,  Mr. 
W.  Wevill  Rowe,  Milton  Abbott,  Tavistock, 
Devon. 

Class  25.— White  Aylesbury  Ducks.— 6 
entries.— 1st  prize,  Mr.  R.  E.  Moore,  Penny- 
oomeqnick,  Plymouth. 

Class  26.— Rouen  Ducks.— 2  entries.— Ist 
prize,  Mr.  Edward  Burton,  Trefoils  Cottage, 
Truro,  Cornwall.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  William  Wevill 
Rowe,  Milton  Abbott,  Tavistock,  Devon. 

Class  27. — Ducks  of  any  other  Variety, 
— ^No  merit. 

PIGEONS. 

Class  28.— Carriers.- 9  entries.  Prizes  (2), 
Mr.  John  Chalker,  Catherine-street,  Plymouth. 
Highly  Commended,  Mr.  W.  Joseph  Square, 
14,  Portland-square,  Rymouth,  Devon. 

Class  29.— Almond  Tumblers.— 3  entries. 
Prize,  Mr.  G.  C.  Adkins,  West  House,  Edgbas- 
ton, near  Birmingham. 

Class  30. — Pant  ails  .—7  entries.  Prize,  Mr. 
E.  Burton. 

Class  31.— Jacobins.— Prize,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Hodge,  Crescent,  Plymouth.  Commended,  Mr. 
C.  Bluett,  Taunton,  Somerset. 

Class  32. — Pouters.— 4  entries.    No  prize. 

Class  33. — ^Trumpeters.— 5  entries.  Prize, 
Mr.  Edward  Burton. 

Class  34. — ^Any  specimens  not  named  in  the 
foregoing  List. — 39  entries.  Prize,  Mr.  C. 
Bluett,  Taunton ;  a  Turbit  Pigeon.  Prize,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Adkins ;  a  Runt  Pigeon.  Prize,  Mr.  G. 
C.  Adkins ;  an  Archangel  Pigeon.  Prize,  Mrs. 
Kent,  11,  Caroline-place,  Stonehouse;  Malay 
chicken,  12  weeks  ola. 

Rabbits. — Extra  Class. — 5  entries.  Prize, 
Mr.  Menheniott,  Tavistock ;  Lop-eared  Rabbits. 
Commended,  Master  George  Mitchell  Rowe, 
Milton  Abbott,  Tavistock,  Devon;  Lop-eared 
Rabbits. 


EzMbition  of  Pigs  and  Poultry  at 

Thome,  June  14th. 

Encovragkd  by  the  success  of  1853, 

the    promoters  of    the  Thome  Pig  and 

Poultry  Association  this  year  not  omy  ex- 
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tended  the  boundary  of  their  circuit  to 
twenty  miles  around,  but  also  presented 
an  extremely  liberal  prize  list ;  one,  in- 
deed, worthy  of  the  object  sought  to  be 
attained.  The  time  of  holding  the  show 
was  judiciously  brought  forward  to  the  se- 
cond day  of  the  fair — a  day  usually  set 
apart  as  a  general  holiday — ^thus  induc- 
ing an  increased  attendance  of  company. 
The  result  confirmed  the  policy  of  the 
alterations,  and  the  exhibition  proved 
highly  successful.  The  weather  was  ex- 
ceedingly favourable,  and  the  attendance 
of  company  large.  Members  and  sub- 
scribers were  admitted  free,  and  while  from 
visitors  about  £3  was  last  year  received, 
on  the  present  occasion  the  amount  ex- 
ceeded £13.  W.  M.  Darley,  Esq.  again 
kindly  sJlowed  the  use  of  his  croft^  which 
proved  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose. 
In  the  exhibition  of  poultry  more  par- 
ticularly a  great  improvement  had  taken 
place  upon  the  previous  show,  whilst 
many  pens  would  have  done  honour  to  ex- 
hibitions of  far  higher  pretensions.  Mr. 
Jewison  obtained  the  first  prize  for 
Spanish,  while  that  for  Cochin  China 
fowls  was  taken  by  three  short-legged  and 
compact  birds  belonging  to  Mr.  George 
Sykes,  of  RawclifFe.  Mr.  Hopper,  of 
Doncaster,  exhibited  a  beautiful  pen  of 
Dorkings  ;  and  the  prize  Game  birds  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Tate  and  Mr.  Auckland,  of 
Doncaster,  were  deservedly  admired.  The 
golden-spangled  Hamburgs  were  exceed- 
ingly good,  and  Mr.  Richardson's  prize 
pen  would  find  few  equals  at  any  snow. 
Of  Bantams,  those  belongibg  to  Mr.  Henry 
Moore  were  decidedly  the  best  shown. 
Amongst  the  pens  deserving  of  more  es- 
pecial notice,  we  may  mention  the  young 
geese  of  Mr.  William  Hinchcliffe,  of 
Thome  Moors;  the  rabbits  of  Master 
Moore;  the  pigeons  of  Mr.  A.  Spink, 
Goole,  Mr.  Jewison,  Mr.  Thomas  Stennitt, 
Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Priestlay,  and  Mr. 
Swaby ;  and  the  black  Hamburgs  of  Mr. 
George  Lea,  of  Rawclifie.  The  show  of 
pigs  attracted  much  attention,  and  amongst 
them  were  several  remarkably  fine  animals. 


The  especial  thanks  of  the  society  and 
its  friends  are  due  to  Mr.  R.  S.  Jewison, 
the  Honorary  Secretary,  to  whose  untiring 
energy  and  zeal  the  exhibition  owed  most 
of  its  success.  The  judges  were  Mr. 
Askron,  of  Levels,  and  Mr.  Casson,  of 
Hull,  for  pigs ;  and  Mr.  G.  Hatfield,  of 
Doncaster,  and  Mr.  Casson,  for  poultry. 

These  local  shows,  often  owing  their 
very  existence  to  the  energy  and  public 
spirit  of  a  very  small  number  of  persons, 
cannot  fail  to  become  extensively  useful. 


Norfolk  Agricultural  Association. 

This  Society  held  an  exhibition  (includ- 
ing,poultry)  at  Norwich  on  Friday,  June 
the  23rd.  There  were  about  a  hundred 
pens  of  birds,  the  company  was  good,  and 
the  weather  delightful.  It  was  a  good, 
although  a  small,  show,  there  having  been 
scarcely  a  bad  pen  in  the  yard, 

AWARD   OF   PRIZES. 

Spanish  FowLS.—lst,  Rev.  P.  Garden  ;  2nd, 
Mr.  M.  Biddell.  Chickens.  —  Major  Cock- 
bum. 

Dorking  Fowls,  Grey,  8peckUd,orWhite,^ 
1st,  Rev.  P.  Gordon;  2nd, Mr.  J.  Fairlie.  Com- 
mended, Rev.  P.  Gurdon.  Chickens.— Ist, 
Mr.  J.  Fairlie. 

Cochin  China  Fo^vls.— let,  Mr.  J.  Fairlie ; 
2nd,  Mr.  J.  Fairlie.  Commended,  Rev.  J.  BuU 
wer.  Dr.  Ranking^.  Chickens.— Ist,  Mr.  J. 
Fairlie.  Highly  commended.  Dr.  Ranking. 
Commended,  Rev.  C.  Gilbert,  Mr.  W.  C.  Rey- 
nolds, Major  Cockburn. 

Golden  Hamburg  Fowls.— Rev.  T.  L.  Fel- 
lowes.    Chickens.— Rev.  C.  Gilbert. 

Silver  Hamburg  Fowls.  —  Ist,  Major 
Cockburn,  W.  R.  M.  Haggard,  Esq.  Chickens. 
—Rev.  T.  L.  Fellowes. 

Game  Fowl.— Ist,  Mr.  W.  Groom.  Com- 
mended, Rev.  T.  L.  Fellowes.  Chickens.— 
1st,  Mr.  W.  Groom.  Commended,  Mr.  W. 
Groom. 

Chickens  of  any  of  the  before-named  breeds^ 
Ifeing  the  produce  of  the  Exhibitors'  own  Hens, 
and  their  rearing.— Mr.  J.  Fairlie. 

Turkeys.— Ist.  Mr.  J.  Fairlie ;  2nd,  Mr.  J. 
Fairlie.  Commended,  J.  H.  Gurney,  Esq. 
Poults.— J.  H.  Gurney,  Esq. 
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Geese. — Ist,  Mr.  J.  Fairlie;  2iid,  Mr.  J. 
Fairlie.  Commended,  J.  H.  Gumey,  Esq. 
Green  Geese.  —  W.  R.  M.  Haggard,  Esq. 
Commended,  Mr.  J.  Faiiiie. 

Aylesbury  Ducks.— Ist,  Rev.  J.  Bnlwer. 
2nd,  Mr.  W.  C.  Reynolds.  Ducklings.— Rev. 
T.  L.  Fellowea. 

Rouen  Ducks.  —  Mr.  N.  G.  Barthropp. 
Ducklings.— Rev.  P.  Gurdon. 

Pigeons,  for  table  or  market. — No  entries. 


Bideford  Poultry  Show. 

This  exhibition  took  place  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  the  27th  and  28th  of 
June,  m  a  long  building  near  the  Custom- 
house, the  property  of  Mr.  Buck,  member 
for  the  county.  The  building,  from  its 
great  length  and  peculiarities  of  constinic- 
tion,  was  singularly  well  adapted  for  the 
arrangement  of  the  pens,  the  admission  of 
li^ht  and  air,  and  promenading  space  for 
visitors.  Over  head,  the  room  or  shed  (we 
scarcely  know  which  will  convey  the  best 
idea)  was  decorated  with  evergreens  and 
flowers,  as  was  the  entrance  to  the  room 
itself,  and  more  particularly  the  entrance 
to  the  ground  in  which  the  building  is 
situated. 

To  those  who  had  not  witnessed  the 
large  exhibitions,  this  collection  of  nearly 
300  of  the  finest  birds  of  their  kinds  in 
this  and  other  neighbourhoods  was  a  very 
interesting,  if  not  an  imposing,  spectacle. 
Though  placed  in  so  strange  a  situation, 
and  before  so  many  people,  these  cocks 
and  hens  did  as  thorough-bred  cocks  and 
hens  ought,  appeared  quite  at  their  ease, 
and  made  themselves  quite  at  home,  the 
cocks  strutted  and  crew,  &c.,  the  hens 
laid  eggs — ^the  chorus  of  crowing  at  times 
was  deafening,  the  vigorous  voices  of  the 
other  kinds  being  intermingled  with  that 
of  the  Cochin  Cmna.  First  in  order,  and 
not  far  from  first  in  appearance,  were  the 
fowls  of  the  Spanish  breed,  whose  hand- 
some forms,  glossy  black  plumage,  large 
combs  and  wattles,  with  the  singular  white 
appendage  attached  to  the  cheek,  made 
them  objects  of  particular  observation* 
The  Dorking  breed  came  next,  of  which 


there  were  some  first-rate  specimens  shown 
by  Mr.  Branwell,  solicitor,  of  Holsworthy, 
who  won  in  tliis,  as  well  as  in  the  former 
class,  both  the  first  and  second  prizes. 
The  same  gentleman  also  won  an  extra 
prize  for  a  white  Cochin  cock.  Dorking, 
in  Surrey,  has  been  long  famous  for  its 
five-toed  breed  of  fowls,  which  otherwise 
appears  to  difi^er  little  from  the  common 
bam  door  fowls,  except  in  being  larger 
and  finer  birds.  The  genuine  breed  has 
white  plumage ;  those  presented  at  this 
show  were  coloured,  there  being  none  of 
the  white  Dorkings  penned.  Of  that 
favourite  breed,  the  Cochin  China,  there 
was  a  large  number  presented ;  the  honour 
of  the  first  prize  for  the  cinnamon  or  buflF 
variety  fell  to  Mr.  Charles  Hole,  of 
Bideford,  and  the  second  to  Mr.  James 
Partridge,  of  Barnstaple.  They  were 
noble  specimens  of  their  class. 

The  show  of  ducks  was  very  good,  more 
particularly  the  white  Aylesburies,  a 
beautiful  pen  of  which  arrived  too  late 
for  entry,  the  property  of  the  Hon.  G. 
Howard,  of  Swindon.  A  pen  of  Peruvians, 
shown  by  Mr.  Wood,  of  Beaford,  attracted 
attention,  as  did  some  curious  geese,  shown 
by  Mr.  Horlock,  Barnstaple.  The  show 
of  birds,  in  the  estimation  of  competent 
judges,  was  crebitable  beyond  expectation, 
taking  into  consideration  its  being  the 
first  held  in  North  jDevon,  and  our  present 
isolated  condition.  This  latter  circum- 
stance will  no  longer  exist  another 
year;  the  opening  of  the  North  Devon 
Railway  and  the  extension  will  have  fairly 

E laced  us  before  ^^  all  England."  The  ex- 
ibition  during  the  first  day  was  nume- 
rously and  fashionably  attended,  and  it 
was  especially  gratifying  to  observe  the 
interest  taken  in  the  show  by  the  farmers 
and  their  families — ^parties  who  above  all 
others  are  most  interested  in  its  success. 
On  Tuesdav  evening  the  mayor,  committee, 
judges,  an  J  some  friends  dined  together  at 
the  "New  Inn." 

The  arduous  duties  of  jud^s  were,  on 
this  occasion,  ablv  filled  by  Mr^.  Connett, 
of  High-street,  fSxeter,  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas, 
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of  Parkham,  Devon,  and  the  Rev,  R.  R. 
Wright,  of  Marham-church,  Cornwall. 

This  movement  originated,  we  under- 
stand, with  Arthur  Ley,  Esq.,  the  mayor 
of  Bideford. 

Nor  niust  we  omit  to  notice  with  special 
commendation  the  untiring  and  efficient 
services  of  Mr.  John  Jones,  secretary  to 
the  society.  The  contributions  of  the 
subscribers  and  the  receipts  at  the  exhi- 
bition place  the  finances  of  the  societ}^  in 
a  very  satisfactorv  state ;  a  great  many 
sales  Vere  effected  at  remunerative,  prices. 

It  is  superfluous  to  comment  on  the 
great  importance  attached  to  the  improve- 
ment of  domestic  fowls,  and  to  these 
exhibitions  as  nromotive  of  that  object. 
Morally,  socially,  and  nationally,  this 
fowl-breeding  movement — mania  almost 
in  some — ^is  of  no  mean  importance.  In- 
stead of  breeding  for  the  brutal  purposes 
of  gambling,  a  more  elevating  and  humane 
object  is  now  proposed,  and  that  which 
may  prove  a  pride  and  pastime  to 
the  rich  may  be  turned  to  most  profitable 
account  by  the  poor.  The  following  state- 
ment will  show  of  what  importance  it  is 
nationally :  —  "  Without  expenditure  of 
any  thing  but  what  would  otherwise  go  to 
waste,  ten  millions  of  common  fowls  might 
be  constantly  kept  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  These  might  produce  twelve 
millions  of  chickens  and  fowls  for  the 
table,  at  the  average  of  fifteen  pence  each, 
in  the  whole  £760,000  sterling.  They 
would  afford  also  for  the. table,  twenty-four 
millions  of  eggs,  worth,  at  one  half-penny 
each,  £60,000  sterling.  Thus  the  annual 
produce  of  our  common  fowls  alpne,  might 
raise  provisions  to  the  value  of  £800,000, 
fron^  a  capital  stock  of  the  same  value, 
without  expense  of  labour  or  food  that 
does  not  otherwise  go  to  waste.  The  facts  on 
which  this  statement  is  founded  are  ab- 
solutely undeniable."  There  are  then 
good  and  substantial  reasons  for  wishing 
the  utmost  success  to  the  Bideford  Society 
for  promoting  the  improvement  of  Domes- 
tic Poultry. 

The  prizes  ranged  from ,2s.  6d.  to  £1. 


AWARD    OF   PRIZES. 

Spanish. — let  and  2Dd  prizes,  Mr.  Richard 
BranweU,  HolsworAy ;  Mrs.  Keats,  cock  bird, 
commended ;  Mr.  W.  W.  Hewitt,  cock  bird  only, 
commended. 

Dorking  (Coloured).— 1st  and  2nd  prizes, 
Mr.  Richard  Branwell,  Honsworthy ;  Mr.  A.  B. 
Wren,  cock,  commended;  Mr.  R.  Turner,  cock, 
commended.  (All  the  birds  in  this  class  were 
very  good,  but  some  were  badly  penned.) 

Dorking  (White).— None  penned. 

Cochin    China   (Cinnamon   or  Buff).— Ist 

Srize,  Mr.  Charles  Hole,  Bideford.  2nd  prize, 
Ir.  James  Partrid|ce,  Barnstaple. 

Cochin  China  (Brown  or  Partridge). — Ist 
prize,  Mr.  George  Mill,  Northam.  2nd  prize. 
Rev.  Edward  Reynolds,  Appledore ;  Mr.  T.  D. 
Gregory,  cock,  commended. 

Chicken  op  1854. — Fourteen  pens  entered 
and  shown.— 1st  prize.  Rev.  J.  B.  Clyde,  Brad- 
bury (Dorkings);  Mr.  Rd.  Branwell's  highly 
commended  (Dorkings) ;  Mr.  Rd.  Branwell's 
highly  commended  (Buff  Cochins) ;  Mr.  James 
Partridge's  commended  (Buff  Cochins);  Mr. 
A.  B.  Wren's  commended  (Dorkings). 

Game  Fowls.— 1st  prize,  Mr.  G.  C.  Turner, 
Holsworthy.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  W.  D.  Braginton, 
Torrington;  Mr.  W.  Turner,  Bideford,  cock  bird, 
highly  commended ;  Mr.  John  Short,  cock  bird, 
commended. 

Hamburg  (Golden-pencilled  and  Spangled). 
1st  prize,  no  merit.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  C.  T.  Le 
Gallias,  Barnstaple. 

Hamburg  (Silver-pencilled  and  Spangled).— 
1st  prize,  no  merit.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  E.  U.  Vidal, 
Abbotsham. 

PoLANDS  (Black  and  White  Crested).— Ist 
prize,  no  merit.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  W.  W.  Hewett, 
Abbotsham.    Mr.  A.  B.  Wren,  extra  prize. 

PoLANDS  (Gold  and  Silver).— 1st  prize,  no 
merit.    2nd  prize,  Mr.  Henry  Parsons,  Bideford. 

Barn  Door.— 1st  prize,  no  merit.  2nd  prize, 
Mr.  Wm.  Turner,  Bideford. 

Bantams.— No  prizes  awarded,  the  birds  pre- 
sented not  being  purely  bred. 

Turkeys  —Only  one  pen,  the  cock  bird  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Wm.  Turner,  commended. 

Geese. — Ist  prize,  no  merit.  2nd  prize,  Mr. 
J.  B  Torr,  Westleigh.  Mr.  K.  W.  Horiock; 
Barnstaple,  extra  prize. 

Ducks  (White  Aylesbury).- Ist  prize,  Mr. 
E.  U.  Vidal,  Abbotsham.  2nd  prize,  Mr.  K.  W. 
Horiock,  Barnstaple. 

Ducks  (any  sort). — 1st  prize,  Mr.  Arthur  Ley, 
Bideford.    2nd  prize.  Rev.  C.  Wood,  Beaford. 

Pigeons.— Almond  Tumblers,  Mr.  John 
Tinson,  Barnstaple.  Fantails,  Mr  Henry 
Parsons,  Bideford. 
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Cochin  China  (White). — The  prize  awarded 
to  Mr.  Branwell. 

Best  Pen  (not  classed).  ~  Mr.  J.  B.  Torr. 
"Weatleigh,— Abridged  from  the  N.Devon  Joum. 

Famingliain  Poultry  Show. 

AWAEDS  OF  PRIZES  TO  PIGEONS. 

Judges. — ^Mr.  Wolstenholme&  Mr.  J.  M.  Eaton. 

Pouters  or  Croppers  (No  award).— Carriers, 

1st  prize,  A.  Wickham,  Rochester.    2nd  prize, 

W.  Woodhonse,  London. — Dragons,  Ist  prize, 

B.  P.  Brent,  Bessels-green.  2nd  prize,  Wm. 
Woodhouse,  London.— Tumblers,  2nd  prize,  A. 
Wickham,  Rochester. —Bald-heads,  Ist  prize, 
Harrison  Weir,  Peckham.  2nd  prize,  Arthur 
Wickham,  Delce. — Beards,  highly  commended, 
H.  Child,  jun.,  Birmingham.— Jacobines,  1st 
prize,  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst.  2nd  prize,  H. 
Childs,  Birmingham.  —  Fantails,  1st  prize,  C. 
Rawson, The  Hurst.  2nd  prize,  H.  Childs,  Bir- 
mingham. — ^Large  Spanish  Runts,  2nd  prize,  S. 

C.  and  C.  N.  Baker.— Varieties,  Ermine  Saxon», 
Ist  prize,  C.  Rawson,  The  Hurst. 

EABBIT8. 

Ist  prize.  Fawn  Buck,  for  length  of  ears,  Na- 
thaniel Norman,  Plum  stead. 

2nd  prize.  Yellow  and  White  Doe,  N.  Norman, 
Plumstead.  • 

Poultry  in  France. 

The  organization  of  the  general  asrri- 
cultural  competition  finished  yesterday, 
and  the  several  juries  made  their  awards. 
This  exhibition  numbers  more  than  five 
hundred  entries,  amongst  which  may  be 
noticed  nearly  all  the  French  and  Foreign 
Bovine,  Ovine^  and  Porcine,  races.  The 
birds  of  the  farm-yard  formed  fifty  very 
curious  lots. 

All  the  animals  and  the  agricultural 
instruments  were  decorated  with  much 
taste.  In  order  that  this  exhibition  should 
be  equal  to  similar  ones  in  England, 
an  elegant  fountain  was  constructed,  and 
masses  of  flowers  decorated  the  place. 

The  flowers,  the  verdure  of  the  trees, 
the  voices  of  the  animals  (query,  the 
crowing  of  the  cocks)  and  the  noise  of  the 
steam-engines  at  work,  gave  to  this  great 
exhibition,  held  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  a 
peculiar  interest. — Journal  des  Dd>ats. 


Notes  by  "Alector." 

TuBKETS  and  Guinea  fowl,  like  swans 
and  peafowl,  are  not  exactly  fitted  for  con- 
fined spaces  and  mere  poultry  yards ;  but 
I  hope  that  some  of  the  readers  of  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle,"  who  have  not  yet 
tried  them,  may  be  induced  by  me  to  do 
so,  provided  they  have  suitable  accommo- 
dation. 

Turkeys  have  a  bad  name  with  many, 
both  by  reason  of  the  supposed  tenderness 
of  the  chick,  and  the  appetite  of  the  adult 
bird.  A  little  watchful  care  in  the  first 
instance,  and  a  moderately  spacious  range 
in  the  second,  will  go  far  to  qualify  these 
drawbacks.  For  three  parts  of  the  year, 
old  turkeys  require  very  little  food  to  be 
provided  for  them  ;  the  hedge  rows,  stnh- 
ole  fields,  and  plantations,  furnishing  them 
with  an  ample  supply  of  grain,  loKsrries, 
seeds,  and  insects.  In  fact,  making  due 
allowance  for  the  difierence  in  size,  they 
require  no  more  food  to  be  given  to  them 
than  pheasants.  When,  however,  they 
depena  entirely  upon  the  hen-wife's  corn- 
bin,  they  are  sure  to  prove  unprofitable 
stock. 

Turkeys  do  not  arrive  at  their  full  per- 
fection for  four  or  five  years.  It  is  best  to 
procure  an  adult  breeding  stock  at  once, 
and  if  the  cock  and  hens  are  not  related, 
there  will  be  no  occasion  for  fresh  blood 
for  many  years  to  come.  And  here  I  may 
mention,  for  the  consolation  of  those  who 
may  be  lamenting  the  death  of  a  turkey- 
cock  during  the  breeding  season,  that  the 
loss,  if  loss  it  be,  is  easily  got  over.  The 
eggs  of  a  common  hen  have  proved  fertile 
six  weeks  after  her  widowhood,  but  those 
of  a  turkey  have  produced  posthumous 
oflspring  eight  months  after  the  decease  of 
the  head  of  the  family.  In  the  case  of 
cottagers  and  persons  who  cannot  keep  a 
large  stock,  a  single  hen  will  be  suflicient, 
provided  that  some  neighbour  has  a  male 
bird.  Turkey  hens  generally  steal  their 
nests,  but  do  not  readily  forsake  them, 
unless  scared,  even  though  the  eggs  be  re- 
moved as  soon  as  laid.     They  are  also. 
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when  broody,  easily  induced  to  sit  wher- 
ever the  owner  may  choose  to  prepare 
their  nests,  so  the  inconvenience  attendant 
on  their  laying  out  is  lessened.    Care,  how- 
ever, must   be  taken  that  they  are  not 
frightened,  or  disturbed,  as  they  are  timid 
birds.    A  lafge  hen  will  easily  cover  fif- 
teen of  her  own  eggs,  which  are  small  for 
the  size  of  the  parent,  and  are  white  with 
rusty  brown  spots  and  streaks.     At  the 
end  of  the  first  week,  four  or  five  common 
hen's  eggs  should  be  added,  and  the  whole 
clutch  will  be  hatched  together.    Any  sur- 
plus turkey  eggs  can  be  entrusted  at  the 
same  time  to  a  respectable  common  hen, 
and  their  produce  added  to  the  turkey's 
brood.    A  good-sized  fowl  (and  none  but 
large  ones  should  be  selected,  on  account 
of  their  greater  vital  warmth)  can  cover 
from  five  to  nine  eggs,  and  on  an  emer- 
gency, if  the  weather  be  warm,  might  be 
trusted  with  the  chickens.    As  the  chick 
is  long-legged,  so  should  the  hen  be,  and 
therefore  Malays  are  perhaps  the  very  best 
for  the  purpose.     The  object  in  mixing 
'  the  eggs  of  fowls  with  those  of  turkeys  is 
I  in  order  that  the  chicks  of  the  former 
I  should  induce  their  foster-brethren  to  pick 
i  up  their  food,  a  natural  act  indeed,  but 
\  one  which  young  turkeys  are  unaccount- 
ably slow  in  performing.      In  fact,  the 
I  entii'e  secret  of  rearing   them  consists  in 
I  inducing  and  coaxing  them  to  eat.    With  a 
I  dish  of  meat  before  tliem,  they  will  sulk 
and  starve,  and  can  only  be  recovered  by 
I  cramming ;  yet  if  a  pellet  be  offered  on  the 
,  finger  it  will  be  greedily  taken.    The  his- 
\  tory  of  a  young  turkey  is  simply  an  end- 
,  less  series  of  quarrels  with  its  bread  and 
butter.    They  require  nourishment  almost 
hourly  during  the  day  (and  at  this  season 
of  the  year  the  days  are  at  their  longest) 
I  for  the  first  six  weeks  of  their  lives,  and  as 
soon  as  they  have  got  over  "  shooting  the 
red,"  they  are  safe,  at  least  with  ordinary 
care.     Their  diet  should  consist  of  meal  of 
oats  or  barley  mixed  with   milk,  hard- 
boiled  eggs,  shreds  of  meat,  fat,  lard,  &c., 
with  young   leaves  of  the  dock,  nettle, 
onion,  and  clyder.    These  should  be  fre- 


quently varied,  given  in  small  quantities 
at  a  time,  and  always  fresh.  This  constant 
attendance  is  not  so  irksome  as  may  be 
supposed,  but  is  rather  a  source  of  amuse- 
ment and  occupation  to  those,  who,  like 
the  keepers  of  lodge  and  turnpike  gates, 
are  tied  to  their  residences.  Should  the 
owner  of  the  birds  be  wise  enough  to  pro- 
mise some  intelligent  cottager  a  shilling  a 
head  for  all  that  are  reared,  I  think  he 
might  safely  reckon  upon  ten  out  of  every 
twelve  poults.  Thus,  for  about  15s.,  of 
which  one-third  is  the  price  of  the  food 
consumed,  the  owner  would  have  ten  good 
poults,  which  another  16s.  would  convert 
into  edibles  of  the  value  of  £'8,  taking 
them  at  the  low  average  of  6s.  a  head.  So 
much  for  profit. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  turkeys,  of 
which,  however,  I  shall  only  enumerate 
the  following  : — The  Cambridge  is  a  dark 
blue-black  in  general,  but  there  are  many 
sub- varieties  of  a  brown,  grey,  and  copper- 
colour.  The  hue  is,  in  my  opinion,  imma- 
terial, except,  perhaps,  for  exhibiting ; 
though  the  beautiful  white  kind  is  very 
delicate.  The  Norfolk  Turkey  is  smaller 
than  the  Cambridge,  but  more  hardy ;  its 
plumage  is  black,  tipped  occasionally  with 
a  rusty  brown.  The  American,  which, 
from  many  recent  importations,  is  not  now 
uncommon,  is  the  hardiest,  and  though  not, 
perhaps,  the  largest,  yet  is  the  best  and  cer- 
tainly the  handsomest  of  all.  The  whites 
may,  with  many,  be  deemed  the  most 
beautiful,  but,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  can 
well  surpass  the  singular  brilliancy  and 
metallic  lustre  of  their  black  plumage. 
The  quality  of  their  feathering  is  analo- 
gous to  that  of  Game  fowl.  They  are  better 
able  to  shift  for  themselves  than  the  other 
sorts  ;  and  being  good  foragers,  it  may  rea- 
sonably be  surmised  that  they  are  great 
travellers.  Yankee  like,  they  have  no  defi- 
nite notions  of  space,  and  consequently 
require  a  considerable  range. 

Upon  a  farm  a  few  breeding  turkeys 
cannot  do  much  harm,  and  the  young  bu'ds 
have  not  much  opportunity  of  doing  mis- 
chief, unless  to  the  later  potato  crops ;  but 
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were  they  kept  to  any  extent  it  would  be 
almost  necessary  to  herd  them  with  a  boy 
and  dogy  they  are  such  cormorants.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  denizen  of  the  ponltry 
yard  that  possesses  the  beauty  of  expres- 
sion of  countenance  to  the  degree  that  the 
Turkey  mother  does.  Watch  her  on  being 
released  from  the  coop,  and  conducting 
her  young'  brood  abroad ;  she  does  her 
office  without  the  fussiness  of  the  common 
hen,  and  with  all  the  dignity  of  a  high- 
bred dame,  yet  her  eye- is  full  of  maternal 
pride  and  happiness.  Appearances,  how- 
ever, are  proverbially  deceitful,  and  unless 
the  chicks  are  strong,  or  the  range  very 
confined,  it  would  be  just  as  wise  in  the 
reader  to  send  his  nursery  out  for  an  airing 
in  charge  of  Mountjoy  or  the  Warwick- 
shire Antelope,  as  to  trust  to  a  turkey's  dis- 
cretion in  not  out-walking  her  family  ; 
arithmetic  having  formed  no  part  of  her 
education,  she  omits  to  count  tier  chicks, 
even  after  they  are  hatched,  and  as  long  as 
one  can  stick  oy  her,  on  she  goes  over  h^ge 
and  ditch,  through  copse  and  beanfield, 
until  her  treasures  are  dispersed  abroad  as 
effectually  as  those  of  Louis  Philippe. 

I  have  sometimes  wondered  why  the 
genuine  wild  American  Turkey  has  never 
been  turned  out  in  some  of  the  wilder 
districts  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  more 
cultivated  portions,  where  properties  are 
generally  of  a  smaller  extent,  a  tamer 
variety  would  be  more  suitable.  I  know  a 
case  where  they  are  so  far  in  half-wild 
state  that  they  never  come  under  a  roof, 
and  when  required  for  the  table  are  gene- 
rally procurable  only  by  a  gun,  but  still 
they  are  fed  daily,  and  remain  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  house,  the  woods  sur- 
rounding which  are  almost  exclusively  of 
pine,  and  do  not  afford  much  food.  In 
cases  where  acomis  and  beech  mast  are 
plentiful,  I  think  the^  would  thrive  well, 
and  would  only  require  a  little  supply  of 
com  in  the  winter,  as  pheasants  do. 

I  had  intended  to  introduce  the  Guinea 
Fowl  in  this  paper,  but  find  that  I  must 
defer  my  say  about  him  to  another 
time. 


I  have  omitted,  in  my  calculation  of 
profits,  to  allow  for  the  expense  of  fatten- 
mg,  which  is  rather  a  tedious  process,  and 
consequently  an  expensive  one.  Poults 
will  require  about  a  month,  which  will  add 
another  fifteen  shillings  to  their  .cost,  mak- 
ing forty-five  shillings  for  the  ten  birds. 
Hens  will  not  require  more  than  six  weeks 
at  the  outside,  or  cocks  than  eight.  As 
regards  size,  the  largest  two  that  I  ever 
knew,  weighed,  one  twenty-three  and  the 
other  twenty-eight  pounds,  but  these  have 
been  greatly  exceeded. 


ITugflB  BiutiosD. 

TRIFLES,    ORIGINAL  AND    SELECTj    FROM    THE 
NOTE-BOOK  OF  A  DERBYSHIRE  YEOMAN. 

The  Cochin  China  Fowl. 

A  BROTHER  member  of  mine  in  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society,  and  a  most 
active  member  of  its  council,  states  some- 
what complainingly,  that  Mr.  Punchard 
has  made  more  money  from  a  few  Cochin 
China  hens,  than  he  (Fisher  Hobbs)  has 
been  able  to  do  from  a  choice  flock  of  six 
hundred  ewes.  Very  likely.  "There  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun.^  A  lucky 
Dutchman  once  sold  a  tulip  for  a  dozen 
sheen,  eight  fat  swine,  four  fat  oxen,  two 
hogsneads  of  wine,  a  suit  of  clothes,  and  a 
silver  drinking-cup.  Nay,  more  —  five 
thousand  florins  was  a  common  price  for 
the  rarest  kinds  of  tulips,  such  as  "Semper 
Augustus  "  and  "Admiral  Lief  ken ;"  and 
even  so  late  as  1835,  Dr.  Mackay  informs 
us,  that  a  tulip  root  was  sold  in  London 
for  £35  sterling.  Such  is  the  infatuation 
which  sometimes  besets  the  public  mind. 
Forty  guineas  for  a  Cochin  Cnina  cock  is 
not,  therefore,  an  unparalleled  folly,  for 
so  long  as  a  feather-bed  is  in  request,  a 
dead  fowl  will  be  a  better  thing  than  a 
rotten  tulip  ;  and  the  "poultry  mania"  of 
1853  not  so  hazardous  a  speculation  as 
that  which  beset  the  Dutchman  in  1630. 
A  three-thousand  florin  tulip  root  was 
once  munched  with   great  relish,  by  a 
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hangry  sailor  in  Amsterdam,  who  mistook 
the  bulb  for  an  onion,  an€  quietly  pocketed 
it,  whilst  talking  to  its  infatuatea  owner. 
We  opine  that  a  Cochin  China  Fowl  could 
not  have  been  pocketed  so  easily,  although 
the  nether  garments  of  a  Dutchman  are 
^ways  very  capacious. 

But  can  this  popular  ^* fancy  "  continue? 
Will  the  Cochin  China,  or  Shanghae  fowl, 
sustain  its  reputed  pre-eminence  over  the 
"natives*'  of  these  islands?  A  gallant 
naval  captain  uttered  the  following  pro- 
phecy in  1852 : — 

"  Yes,  Sturgeon's  breed  may  be  forgot, 
And  Punchard's  called  a  worthless  lot. 

And  Andrew's  fame  be  less ; 
But  still  in  Poulterers'  shops  so  neat. 
In  Leadenhall-market  or  Mount-street, 
The  Dorking  breed  shall  long  compete 

With  triumph  and  succestt?* 

And,  alas!  the  prophecy  is  well-nigh 
fulfilled.  Cardinal  Wolsey  fell  not  more 
rapidly  from  the  favour  of  "«^  king,"  nor 
the  dashing  Devereux,  the  proud  and 
lordly  Essex,  from  the  heart  and  smiles  of 
**  The  Maiden  Queen,"  than  has  the  short- 
tailed  buif  Cochin,  from  the  admiration 
and  esteem  of  John  Bull.  It  was  reallv 
painful  to  watch  the  indifference  with 
which  this  popular  favourite  of  yesterday 
was  treated  at  Birmingham. 

"  But  yesterday  a  king 
And  armed  with  such  to  strive. 
And  now  thou  art  a  nameless  thing 
Se  abject,  yet  alive." 

It  is  too  bad.  The  Hallelujahs  of 
yesterday  were  more  deserved  than  is  the 
contemptuous  indifference  of  to-day. 
Granted  (for  a  moment)  that  they  are 
tough  when  on  the  table  —  granted  that 
they  are  ugly  in  the  yard — ^granted  that 
they  eat  like  an  alderman,  and  crow  con- 
tinuously and  disagreeablv ;  yet  the  fact 
remains  that  they  are  hardy,  and  lay  eggs 
in  considerable  quantities.  '  They  lay,  too, 
at  a  time  when  eggs  are  worth  something, 
and  when  other  fowls  find  it  quite  as  much 
as  they  can  accomplish  to  supply  the  ma- 
terials of  warmth  and  growth  to  their 
own  bodies,  without  furnishing  eggs  for 
the  breakfast-tables  of  their  liege  lords. 


These  fowls  have,  moreover,  an  excellent 
quality,  which  we  should  be  glad  to  see 
^pied  by  some  bipeds  without  feathers. 
Tne^^  stay  at  home^  and  attend  to  their  ovtm 
business.  So  little  of  the  wandering, 
gossiping  propensity  do  the;^  possess,  that 
they  are  invaluable  to  the  citizen  in  con- 
fined quarters.  The  smallest  fence  will 
suffice  to  keep  them  from  trespassing :  a 
wire  net,  three  feet  high,  is  a  sufficient 
indication  to  them  of  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty, for  which  they  have  a  most 
conscientious  respect. 

They  arrive  at  maturity  early,  fre- 
quently laying  eggs  when  only  five 
months  old;  and,  from  their  frequent 
desire  to  incubate,  are  most  useful  to  the 
farmer  who  wishes  to  bring  chickens  into 
the  market  at  an  earlv  date.  They  will 
also  improve  the  general  race  of  farm-yard 
poultry  by  judicious  crosses.  A  pullet 
from  a  cross  between  the  Cochin  China 
hen  and  a  Dorking  cock  possesses,  in  a 
large  degree,  the  special  qualities  of  each 
bird.  It  grows  rapidly,  and  to  a  large 
size.  The  yellow  legs  of  the  Cochin,  so 
suggestive,  when  on  the  table,  of  oil-cake- 
beef,  and  other  gross  compounds,  are  often 
displaced  by  the  white  foot  of  the  Dorking, 
and  moreover  the  flesh  is  almost  as  juicy 
and  as  good  as  the  last-named  bird ;  while, 
when  alivei  it  produces  more  eggs  than  the 
Dorking,  of  equal  size,  and  of  a  richer 
colour.  Although  the  thermometer  stands 
at  18  degrees  below  freezing-point,  a  hen 
of  this  breed,  with  no  especial  advantages 
of  warmth  or  shelter,  with  no  "  greaves," 
fat,  or  animal  food,  is  supplying  us  five 
times  a  week  with  an  egg  of  good  size  (six 
to  the  avoirdupoise  pound),  as  beautiful  in 
colour  as  those  of  her  dam  from  the  Celes- 
tial Empire,  and  rich  in  flavour  as  the  effgs 
which  her  great  great  paternal  grandmother 
deposited  upon  the  sunny  slopes  of  Dork- 
ing, in  Surrey.  She  performs  this  duty, 
too,  in  a  true  Wellingtonian  spirit,  coming 
off  her  nest  with  quiet  dignity,  making  no 
grand  cackle  about  the  J^lory  of  an  achieve- 
ment, which  might  well  inspire  the  lazy  hens 
around  her  with  envy,  if  not  with  admira- 
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tion.  Therefore,  the  introduction  of  these 
fowls  from  **The  Flowery  land"  is  a 
national  benefit,  for  the  farmer  who  keeps 
Shanghae  hens  and  Dorking  cocks  will 
always  have  large  fowls,  and  a  supply  of 
handsome  eggs  for  the  market.  But  let 
him  not  think  to  perpetuate  the  race  by 
breeding  from  the  offspring  of  this  cross. 
Better  to  sell  their  eggs  at  forty  for  a  shil- 
ling, for  the  patriotic  purpose  of  pelting  a 
political  renegade,  than  place  them  under 
a  hen  to  be  warmed  into  a  bundle  of  bones, 
muscles,  and  feathers,  into  a  walking,  eat- 
ing creature,  that  woidd  require  the  genius 
of  Adam  himself  to  supply  it  with  an 
appropriate  name.  For  as  sure  as  the 
young  mongrels  would  chirp,  so  surely 
would  they  reverse  the  excellent  proper- 
ties of  their  parents,  and,  by  a  rapid 
process  of  degeneration,  their  offspring 
would  grow  up  more  ravenous  than  a  dis- 
torted Cochin,  and  almost  as  eggless  as  an 
Ornithorhyncus,  or  a  Kangaroo. — By 
permission  of  the  AtvtJtoTy  from  the  "  Derby 
Reporter/' 


f  fee  (BWist's  f ttter-§ff)f. 


WOSKS  ON  FOULTBY. 

Mr.  Editor,— In  No.  12  of  the  **  Poultry 
Chronicle/'  a  subscriber  asks  for  an  opinion  as 
to  tho  best  written  and  published  work  upon 
domestic  fowls  at  the  present  time,  and  "Alector/' 
in  No.  14,  replies  to  him. 

Thinking  that  it  may  be  useful  to  record  in 
your  pages  a  list  of  published  works  on  poultry, 
I  place  at  the  service  of  the  subscribers  to  your 
Work,  and  of  the  inquirer  in  particular,  the  fol- 
lowing titles  of  works  of  that  description,  so  far 
as  they  are  known  to  me.  If  there  are  others 
which  have  escaped  my  notice,  some  better- 
informed  subscriber  will  perhaps  be  kind  enough 
to  supply  the  omission  in  some  future  number  of 
your  publication,  in  order  that  the  list  may  be 
perfected. 

"  The  Poultry-Book.  By  Wingfield  and  John- 
son,  4to.,  with  coloured  Representations  of  the 
most  celebrated  Prize  Birds,  drawn  from  life  by 
Harrison  Weir.  Published  in  Six  Numbers,  at 
2s.  ^.  each,  and  now  completed.    1854." 


"The  lUostrated  Book  of  Domestic  Poultry. 
Edited  by  Martin  Doyle;  the  Figures  drawn 
from  nature  by  C.  H.  Weigall;  engraved  and 
printed  in  oil  colours  by  W.  Dickes  &  Co.  1854. 
PubUshed  in  Numbers,  at  Is.  each,  and  now 
completed." 

"  Poultry ;  their  Breeding,  Rearing,  Disease?, 
and  General  Management.  By  Walter  B.  Dick- 
son. New  edition,  incorporating  the  Treatise  of 
Bonnington  Mowbray ;  with  corrections  and  large 
additions  by  Mrs.  Loudon.  With  Illustrations 
by  Harvey.    1853.    48. 6d." 

"  Ornamental  and  Domestic  Poultry.  By  the 
Rev.  E.  S.  Dixon." 

' '  The  Poultry- Yard ;  comprising  the  Manage- 
ment of  all  kinds  of  Fowls  (including  the  Cochin 
China).  By  W.  C.  L.  Martin;  with  lUnstra- 
tions.    1853." 

"Profitable  Poultry;  their  Management  in 
H^th  and  Disease.  With  Illustrations  by  Har- 
rison Weir.    By  W.  G.  Tegetmeier.    1853.  Is." 

"Domestic  Fowl  and  Ornamental  Poultry. 
By  H.  D.  Richardson;  being  one  of  his  '  Rural 
Handbooks.'    Is." 

'*  The  Rearing  and  Management  of  Poultry ; 
beine  No.  2  of  '  Groombridge's  Farm  and  Gar- 
den Essays.'    4d." 

"The Poultry Pentalogue.  ByFurneaux.  8d." 

*'The  Poultry-Maid ;  forming  part  of  'Houl- 
ston  and  Stoneman's  Industrial  Library.' " 

"The  Dorking'Fowl ;  Hints  for  its  Manage- 
ment and  Feeding  for  the  Table.    By  J.  Baily." 

"  Fowls :  a  plain  and  familiar  Treatise  on  the 
principal  Breeds ;  with  which  is  reprinted,  the 
third  edition  of  '  The  Dorking  Fowl.'  By  John 
BaUy.    1852.    2s." 

"The  Poultry-keeper's  Guide.  By  J.  M. 
Moffatt.    6d." 

"  Domestic  Animals ;  containing  Instructions 
for  the  Rearing,  Breeding,  Feeding,  and  Manage- 
ment of  Poultiy,  &c.  Published  by  Cradock  and 
Co.,  London.    1845." 

"  Essay  on  Roup  among  Fowls.  By  C.  Fer- 
guson.   1853.    Is.^' 

I  do  not  presume  to  recommend  any  one  of 
these  works  in  particular.  Some  of  them  are 
really  excellent  and  useful ;  and  valuable  infor- 
mation may  perhaps,  in  some  particulars,  be  ob- 
tained from  the  most  bumble  of  them .  My  object 
is  to  enable  a  selection  to  be  made  from  the  list 
by  any  person  desirous  of  information  on  poultry 
matters,  and  if  by  its  publication  in  the  **  Chro- 
nicle "  I  have  facilitated  the  search,  my  trouble 
will  not  have  been  in  vain. 

I  at  the  same  time  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
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tanity  to  allade  to  a  hope  expressed  by  Mr.  Teget- 
meier,  on  the  10th  August,  1853,  in  the  preface 
to  his  purely  practical,  and  therefore  really  use- 
ful, work  on  "  Profitable  Poultry,"  that  with  the 
co-operation  of  some  of  the  leading  morbid  ana- 
tombts  of  the  day,  a  distinct  work  on  the  Diseases 
of  Birds  would  in  a  short  time  be  issued.  The 
want  of  such  a  work  cannot  be  doubted,  when 
we  perceive  the  numerous  inquiries  made  for 
advice  by  the  helpless  owners  of  diseased  fowls 
tlvough  the  columns  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle" 
and  the  "  Cottage  Gardener."  The  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  fowls  which  die  annually  (as 
wdl  as  those  which  suffer)  under  disease  are  an 
actual  loss  to  the  country  as  an  article  of  food, 
and  much  of  this  might  be  prevented  if  their 
owners  were  enabled  to  prescribe  for  and  treat 
them. 

With  respect  to  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle,"  I 
look  upon  it  as  an  agreeable  and  very  valuable 
boon  to  the  keepers  of  poultry,  and  to  those 
who  in  any  manner  take  an  mterest  in  that 
popular  subject.  By  the  voluntary  contributions 
of  breeders  and  amateurs,  the  experience  of  the 
few  may  be  generally  diffused  to  the  many,  and 
incidents,  both  interesting  and  curious,  which  are 
frequently  occurring  in  a  poultry-yard,  thereby 
be  circulated  and  made  known  for  the  amusement 
and  benefit  of  all,  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
labours  of  you,  Mr.  Editor,  will  in  this  manner 
be  lightened ;  and  with  this  hint  to  your  readers 
for  extended  contributions,  I  cease  at  present 
from  troubling  you  further. 

South  Shields,  June  21, 1854.  T.  S. 


POULTBT  PHIZES. 

Mr.  Editor,— I  take  occasion  to  refer  to  your 
report,  in  the  current  number  of  the  "Chronicle," 
of  the  Taunton  Show.  Seeing  that  special  men- 
tion is  there  made  of  a  prize  having  been  awarded 
to  a  very  good  pen  of  Brahmas,  I  am  authorized 
by  J.  Marshall,  Esq.  to  inform  you  that  the  pen 
was  composed  partly  of  chickens  bred  from  eggs 

furchased  of  me,  and  made  up  with  some  which 
bred  and  sold  to  him  when  young ;  so  that  out 
of  four  prizes  awarded  to  Brahma  Chickens  this 
season  my  birds  have  taken  three.  I  take  the 
liberty  of  enclosing  the  note  I  received  from 
J.  Marshall,  Esq. 

Permit  me  to  say,  in  reference  to  the  West 
Kent  Show,  that  the  pen  of  Turkish  fowls  should 
have  received  a  prize  before  the  so-called  '*  Fine 
Dorking  Cock ; ''  he  was  a  very  fine,  handsome 
bird,  but!  have  yet  Uil&sxntheX  heavily  fea- 
thered legs  and  vermillion  ear-lobes  are  charac- 
teristics of  excellence  in  the  Dorking  breed ;  the 
feathers  on  the  legs  had  been  very  cleverly  ex- 


tracted, but  the  holes  left  by  the  quills  were  not 
filled  up.  As  a  cross-bred  bird,  I  should  have 
pronounced  him  perfection. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  use  you  like 
of  this,  as  it  was  a  common  subject  of  remark. — 
Yours  truly,  P.  Jones. 

[Another  correspondent,  writing  about  the 
same  Show,  says, — *'  I  showed  a  pure-bred  Game 
cocky  in  beautiful  plumage,  and  his  comb  not 
cut ;  he  was  frightened,  and  hung  his  tail  down, 
so  the  judge  said  he  was  a  half-bred  jungle  fowl. 
I  do  not  yet  know  who  the  judges  were."  We 
believe  doubt  and  dissatisfaction  among  exhi- 
bitors will  be  of  frequent  occurrence  until  ama- 
teurs can  prevail  on  the  committees  of  shows, — 
even  small  local  shows, — to  engage  a  sufficient 
number  of  efficient  judges.  The  judging  at 
the  poultry  shows  is  a  subject  which  greatly  re- 
quires consideration  and  discussion  among  poul- 
ttj  fanciers. — ^Ed.] 


ONE  OF  THE  BENEFITS  RESULTING  FROM 
POULTRY  SHOWS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  this  day's  "Times"  is  an 
advertisement,  giving  an  account  of  the  monies 
received  for  the  relief  of  the  wives  and  families 
of  the  soldiers  who  have  gone  to  fight  our  battles. 
Her  Mi^esty,  Prince  Albert,  and  the  Duchess  of 
Kent  head  the  list  of  subscriptions ;  then  comes 
no  less  a  sum  than  £1,024.  38.  9^d.  received, 
net  profit,  at  the  Bazaar  held  in  the  grounds 
during  the  Bath  Poultry  Show.  Can  any  one 
say  that  the  number  of  visitors  to  poultry  shows 
is  on  the  decline,  or  can  it  be  questioned  whether 
such  exhibitions  be  productive  of  good  ?  What  a 
vast  number  must  have  visited  the  Bath  Poultry 
Show  I  But  the  most  gratifying  thing  is,  it  proves 
that  those  who  go  to  poultry  shows  are  persons 
whose  hearts  are  in  their  right  places.  After  this, 
I  say  continue  to  have  poultry  shows,  and  let 
amateurs  send  such  birds  as  will  not  give  cause 
for  their  being  discontinued.— I  am  vours  truly,,. 

June  26, 1854.  P.  G. 


COTTAGERS*    PRIZES. 

A  COMMUNICATION  from  your  correspondent 
''R.  G."  occupies  a  portion  of  this  week's 
"  Poultry  Chronicle,"  in  which  he  states,  he 
''agrees  to  differ*'  from  the  opinions  of  some 
correspondents,  together  with  myself,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  "Cottagers*  Prizes."  I  am,  however, 
glad  to  find  his  distinctions  and  his  differences 
are  almost  synonymous, — at  least,  that  he  him- 
self advocates,  in  the  aggregate,  the  very  self- 
same opinions  I  have  so  frequently  endeavoured 
to  promote.    StiU,  there  is  one  point  on  which 
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gtatea  (whilst  qaotin; 
what  ■ 


we  do  differ.   "  R.  G; 

from  my  former  contributions)  that  '*  what  he 
has  written  will  no  doubt  excite  the  ire  of 
many  of  your  contributors  and  readers/'  &c.  I 
assure  him,  contrariwise,  that  my  feelings  are 
in  this  case  those  rather  of  sorrow  than  of 
anger.  I  regret  to  find  any  party  decry,  whole- 
sale, the  humble  "^barnsman/'  or  equally  honest 
labourer.  I  do  not  by  theory,  but  by  proof, 
assert,  that  honesty  is  not  by  any  means  depend- 
ant on  caste, — ^it  is  not  necessarily  contingent 
on  hip^h  position ;  nor  is  its  opposite  (peculation) 
the  distinctiye  characteristic  of  the  poor.  Give 
the  youth  of  humble  parents  an  early,  really  re- 
ligious, and  virtuous  education,  and  we  shall  soon 
find  (when  adult)  that  he  is  calculated  to  fill  a  situ- 
ation where  "a  farmer's  produce  may  be  exposed 
on  all  sides ;  the  bamsman  may  be  surrounded 
with  tempting  heaps  of  corn,  and  the  carter 
may  have  confided  to  his  care  horae-provender," 
without  peculation  or  ill  result.  If  the  human 
mind  is  bent  on  evil,  it  matters  not  in  the  scale 
of  society  how  high,  or  how  low,  we  cast  our 
views,  for  the  results  assimilate ;  the  only  dif- 
ference (and  a  most  unjust  one)  being,  that  not 
unfrequently,  by  a  depraved  public  taste,  the 
delinquencies  of  a  poor  man  are  visited  with  the 
highest  punishment,  or  exposed  with  severity, 
whilst  the  like  conduct  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  not  in  humble  circumstances  is  willingly 
glossed  over,  and  almost  wholly  overlooked. 

In  reference  to  the  production  of  eggs  over 
chickens  as  a  matter  of  pecuniary  gain,  and  the 
rearing  of  amateurs'  stock  by  cottagers,  I  find 
we  cordially  agree ;  on  the  other  point  we  as  dis- 
tinctly differ :  and  whilst  I  feel  myself  in  no  dis- 
position' to  rashly  impute  unworthiness  to  any 
one,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  much  of  the  iU 
consequences  dreaded  by  your  correspondent, 
"  R.  Gr."  would  be  at  once  dissipated  if  those 
means,  within  the  power  of  the  affluent,  to 
which  I  have  now  alluded,  are  willingly  put  into 
energetic  operation.  E.  C. 


The  water-plungings  of  sea-fowl  and 
fresh-water  birds,  is  a  sign  of  rain  ap- 
proaching,— especially  so  in  the  case  of 
the  swan  and  nis  cousin  the  duck, — ^from 
the  presages  of  which  latter  bird  we  find 
the  origin  of  the  classical  simile,  '*  like  a 
duck  in  a  thunder  storm."  Virgil,  it  will 
be  perceived',  represents  them  as  continu- 
allv  plunging  in  the  water  half  sportively, 
haft  m  earnest,  as  if  they  were  anxious  to 
wash  themselves  and  be  clean,  when  they 
knew  they  did  not  need  either. 


%tt  ^Bxmi^fm)it\dL 

F.  T,  has  been  robbed,  this  week,  of  eight 
fine  Dorking  cockerels  and  seven  Brahma 
Pootras.  They  were  from  four  to  six  months 
old.  He  is  anxious  to  have  the  circumstance 
mentioned  as  a  warning  to  others.  "  It  is  very 
provoking,"  our  correspondent  adds,  ''for  some 
of  them  were  entered  for  Lincoln." 

A  Pouter, — It  is  never  our  wish  to  neglect  any 
interesting  class  of  birds,  especially  the  pigeons  ; 
and  we  certainly  would  not  willingly  have  omitted 
the  pigeon  prizes  at  the  Farningham  show,  but, 
by  some  accident,  we  only  received  the  printed 
prize  list  on  Thursday  the  29th.  We  were  not 
at  the  show,  and  we  believe,  thel  gentleman  who 
favoured  us  with  the  report  was  not  in  posses- 
sion of  the  awards  to  the  pigeons. — ^We  are  at  idl 
times  greatly  obliged  to  our  kind  correspondents 
for  good  papers  on  pigeons. 

A  Manchester  Subseriber.—'We  have  never 
found  any  bad  effects  from  giving  hens  egg-shell 

well  broken  up, ^We  scarcely  understand  what 

our  correspondent  means  by  gettmg  the  plumage 
of  his  birds  satisfactory ;  if  he  refers  to  a  healthy 
gloss  and  brilliancy  of  plumage,  we  believe  health 
only  can  give  it.  We  are  much  obliged  for  the 
suf  gestion,  and  will  think  of  it  when  we  can  do 
so. 

W,  B,  Tegetmeier,  Eeq^. — In  a  letter  which 
we  have  received  from  this  gentleman,  he  ex- 
presses 83me  surprise  and  annoyance  at  t}ie 
opinion  and  suggestions  of  our  correspondent 
"R.  G.",  (p.  393),  and  at  our  concurrence  in 
them,  as  he,  Mr.  T.,  has  devoted  much  attention 
to  the  diseases  of  fowls.  We  beg  to  apologize 
for  having  allowed  the  last-named  circumstance, 
for  the  time,  to  escape  our  memory.  Not  having 
seen  Mr.  Tegetmeier's  name  often  lately,  we  did 
not  know  whether  he  still  pursued  his  researches ; 
but  supposing  we  had  known  and  recollected 
these  facts,  we  do  not  consider  that  the  attention 
of  one  gentleman  devoted  to  the  subject  would 
greatly  qualify  our  correspondent  "  R.  G.'s" 
assertion, — that  "  very  little  is  known  of  the  dis- 
eases of  fowls." 

iVbn-£jrAt6t/or.— Oar  correspondent  must  not 
aiccuse  us  of  favouring  the  pea-comb  in  the 
Brahmas  from  the  circumstance  of  the  greatest 
number  of  our  contributors  and  coirespondcmts 
thinkmg  well  of  that  form.  We  continue,  as  at 
first,  to  give  free  scope  to  all  opinions  where  they 
are  courteously  expressed.  With  regard  to  the 
sales,  we  refer  ''Non-Exhibitor "to  past  nam- 

W,  B,  r.—We  are  net  at  liberty  to  give  the 
information  requested. 
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Poultry  Market^  Leadenhall. 

The  market  is  still  but  moderately  sapplied^ 
and  the  demand  is  quite  equal  to  the  arrivals. 
Everything  still  tells  us  it  has  been  a  season  of 
scarcity,  and  that  the  unusually  high  price  has 
drained  the  country  so  much,  that  anything  like 
an  over,  stocked  market  is  for  the  present  im- 
probable. 
Large  Fowls     . .  6s.    Od.    to    8s.  ^.  each. 
Fowls         ..     ..4s.    6d.    to    6s.  Od.     ,, 
Chickens    ..     ..29.    6d.    to    4s.  Od.   .„      . 
Goslings     . .     . .  5s.    6d.    to    6s.  6d.    ,, 
Ducklings..     ..3s.    6d.    to    4s.  Od.    „ 
Turkey  Poults  . .  5s.    Od.    to    6s.  Od.    „ 
Leverets     ..     ..4s.    Od.    to    5s.  6d.    ,f 
Pigeons      ..     ..Is.    3d.    to    Os.  Od.    „ 
Quails        .       . .  Is.    6d.    to    Is.  9d.    „ 
Rabbits      ..     ..Is.    6d.    to    Is.  9d.    ,, 
Do.    Wild    ..Is.   Od.    to    la.  Id.    „ 


Jiirtertiwmtnti 


On  Monday  next,  a  New  Edition,  greatly  en- 
larged, price  Is.  plain.  Is.  6d.  coloured,  cloth. 
PROFITABLE  POULTRY,  their  Manage- 
ment in  Health  and  Disease.  By  W.  B.  Te- 
GETMBiER,  author  of  a  Series  of  Papers  on  the 
Diseases  of  Poultry,  in  the  ''  Cottage  Grardener/' 
&c.  &c. 

"  There  is  more  good  sense  and  sound  prac> 
tical  knowledge  i^  this  modest  shillinjg's-worth 
than  in  many  a  more  voluminous  treatise,  and  it 
is  only  necessary  to  say  that  the  illustrations  are 
by  Harrison  Weir."— "Eraser's Mag.,"  Dec. 
1853. 

London :  Darton  and  Co.,  Holbom  Hill. 

BRAHMA  POOTRA  FOWLS,  an  Anatomical 
Refutation  of  their  Claims  to  be  considered 
as  a  Distinct  Breed,  will.be  found  in  the  New 
Edition  of  Mr.  Tegbtmeier's  '*  Profitable 
Poultry.** — London:  Darton  and  Co.,  Holborn 
Hill. ■ 

WHITE  DORKINGS.—One  Hen,  remarkably 
fine,  and  two  Youn^  Pullets  of  this  breed 
for  SALE.  Also  one  pair  of  Ptarmigans,  two 
Black  Bantam  Pullets,  very  small,  one  Silver- 
laced  Bantam  Cock,  and  one  pair  of  White 
Russian  Fowls.  —  Address  P.  .  T.  "  Poultry 
Chronicle  "  Office,  1,  York-street,  Covent- 
garden,  London. ^ 

WHITE  COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS. 

FOR  SALE,  some  Chickens  of  the  above  breed ; 
they  are  PERFECT  in  symmetry,  and  pos- 
sess short,  heavily  feathered  legs. — Address,  W. 
R.RosB,  Esq.,  Lydiard  Millicent,  near  Swindon, 
Wilts. 


PIGEONS,  FOWLS,  and  EGGS,  SOLD  or 
EXCHANGED.  Dorkings,  Brahmas, 
White-faced  Spanish,  Polands,  Cochins,  Ptarmi- 
gans, Bantams,  &c. ;  Carriers,  Pouters,  Dragons, 
Blue  Beards,  Antwerp?,  direct  from  Antwerp ; 
La  Societe  Birds,  for  homeing  long  distances. 
Toy  Pigeons,  &c.  Stock  of  Hutches,  and  seven 
lopeared  Rabbits  for  sale  or  ex  change. — ^ApplyW. 
WooDHOusE,  15,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland- 
road,  London,— N.B.  Wanted  fifty  dozen  com- 
mon Pigeons  for  shooting.  One  dozen  will  be 
taken. 

GAME  CHICKENS.  ROUEN  DUCKS. 


MR.  T.  W.  PEARSB,  Bromham-road,  Bed- 
ford, has  for  SALE,  several  purely-bred, 
healthy  BLACK  and  BROWN  RED  GAME 
CHICKENS,  from  three  to  five  months  old, 
price  3s.  6d.  and  5s.  each,  according  to  age  and 
purity  of  feather  shown.  Also,  a  few  remarkably 
fine  ROUEN  DUCKS,  by  the  same  Parents  as 
the  Ducks  that  took  the  first  prize  at  Liverpool. 


BRAHMA  POOTRA  CHICKENS,— To  be 
SOLD,  a  bargain,  in  one  lot,  for  want  of 
space.  Five  Chickens,  a  good  match  for  exhi- 
bition, bred  from  three  Prize  Hens,  well- 
feathered;  also,  five  first-class  Cochins,  hatched 
March  and  April.  Can  be  seen  by  appointment. 
^Apply  B.  P.,  Post  Office,  Winchfield,  Hants. 
Letters  to  enclose  a  stamp. 


AYLESBURY  DUCKS.— Twelve  first  prizes 
last  year,  first  prize  at  Bath  and  first  prize 
Famingham;  this  season  also,  first  prize  for 
Ducklings  at  Famingham. — A  few  for  Sale  at 
15s.  and  £1.  Is.  each.  Also  Six  DORKING 
CHICKENS,  second  prize  pen  at  Farninxham, 
two  guineas  each. — Post-office  Orders  payable  to 
William  Breavtngton,  Sutton,  near  Houns- 
low,  Middlesex.    Baskets,  Ss.  6d.  each. 


WELLINGTON,  SALOP,  HORTICUL- 
TURAL  and  POULTRY  SHOW  will 
take  place  on  WEDNESDAY  and  THURS- 
DAY, the  6th  and  7th  days  of  September  next, 
when  the  usual  prizes  will  be  awarded  to  Cot- 
tagers and  others,  for  the  best  Fruit,  Vegetables, 
Flowers,  and  Poultry.— Full  particulars  will  be 
published  in  future  Numbers,  and  further  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Thomas 
William  Jones,  Secretary,  Church -street, 
Wellington,  Salop. 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO.'S 
PATENT  WIRE  FENCING, 
strong  enough  to  keep  oat  Sheep,  &c., 
and  close  enough  for  Dogs,  Rabbits, 
Poultry,  &c.    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2Jd.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

• 

Address  William  Dray  and  Co., 
AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 


CHICKENS  OF  1854. 


JOHN  FAIRLIE,  Esq.,  Chcveley-park,  New- 
market, will  be  prepared,  after  the  30th  June, 
to  DISPOSE  of  the  CHICKENS  from  his  well- 
known  Prize  firahmas.  Cochins,  Dorkings,  Scotch 
Bakies,  Turkeys,  Geese,  and  Ducks. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Haves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.  Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.  Price  One  Penny  per 
SauARE  Foot.  Croggon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING  FELT,  and  INODOROUS  FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds,  &c.  Prices: — 1  yard  wide,  l^d.,  2 yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  vards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  208.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctiudly  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and,  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 


E 


66S  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.  The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ; 
by  post,  3s.  4d. 

Bailv's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d.;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  three  quarts, 
130.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 


THOMAS  FRICKER,  Game,  Poultry,  Pork, 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall- 
market,  London. 


Scale  of  Charges  fos  Advertisements. 

Six  Lines 3s.  Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.  4d. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 13s.;  half-yearly,  66. 6d.;  quarterly,  Ss.  3d.; 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  1,  lork-street,  Covent-garden, 
to  whom  Orders  and  Advertisements  may  be 
addressed. —  Latest  hour  for  Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholesale  Agents,  G.  Routledge  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 


hovoon :  Printed  by  Chables  Wyman.  at  the  Printing  Office 
of  COX  (Brothers)  &  WYMAN.  74  ft  75,  Great  Queeu  street, 
LiuoolnV-inn-fields,  and  published  by  OcoaaB  Clements, 
1,  York<6treet,  Covent  Garden.— Wednesday,  July  S,  1891. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Harrogate  First  Exhibition,  Wednesday  and 
[  Thursday,  the  5th  and  6th  of  July,  in  the  Royal 
Cheltehham  Grounds,  Low  Harrogate.  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  James  Pullan,  Promenade-square. 

Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England.  An- 
nual County  Meeting,  at  Lincoln,  in  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  17th  of  July.  Secre- 
tary, J.  Hudson,  Esq.,  London.  Entries  are 
closed. 

Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milburn, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.   Entries  close  July  19th. 

Wellington,  Somerset.  Thursday  and  Friday, 
3rd  and  4th  of  August.  Honorary  Secretary, 
R.  Corner,  Esq.    Entries  close  July  21st. 

Royal  Agricultural  Improvement  Society  of 
Ireland's  Show,  at  Armagh,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  9th  and  10th  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, Thomas  Harkness,  Esq.,  Upper  Sackville- 
street,  Dublin.    Entries  close  July  19th. 

Cleveland  Agricultural  Society's  Show,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 
and  lith  of  August.  Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas 
Parrington.  Entries  dose,  Saturday,  August  5th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.     Secre- 


tary,  J.  D.  Barford«  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Grardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th, 

South  East  Hants,  at  Fareham,  Tuesday, 
September  19th.  Secretary,  G.  Creed,  Esq.,  and 
J.  James,  Esq.    Entries  close  September  1st. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  in  connexion  with  the 
Northamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  21st.  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sous,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion, in  conjunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  T.  Wootton  and  J.  D.  Muddi- 
man.  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
not  quite  ready. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Corn  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  31st 
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and  two  foUowim;  dmf9i  SewwiMtoB,  Ifr.  Wm» 
ThunitfU,  Mr.T.  T;  B:  AUeiH  BsdUbid,  and 
Mr.  C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  BadfindU  En- 
tries doee  October  1st. 

Cambridgeshire,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  of 
November.    The  Sdiedule  will  be  ready  Jnly  20. 

Norwich  and  Bastem  Counties,  at  Norwich, 
WedkMsday  and  Thursdav,  the  16tiLaad  16tll  ot 
November.  Secretary,  C.  Onry,  Ssq*  Enfatiefl 
close  October  3l8t 

Beading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29tb 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Bnpert  Clarke,  iTsq.,  Bouling^  Entriei  close 
Sotniday,  October  28th. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society^  The^Tftird 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  oover)< 
Dee.  5th,  6th,  and  7Ui.  Honorarv  8eerateries» 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Setwood,  Bsq* 
Coundl-rooms,  112,  Great  Btuntwiofe-fllNe^ 
Dublin.    Bhtriee  doee  Nov.  4111. 

Bhrmingham  and  Hidbmd  Countfes :  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wedkiesday,.Thnrs- 
day,  and  Friday,  the  12th,  ISlih,  14th,  and  15tii 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  <i|iieen^s 
Booms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Seoetary,  H.  D.  Gole»  Biq.  Bntriee  dose 
Jannary  Ist 

We  thdllfiel  obUgedff^SeeretaHettmd  Cbm- 
nUtteei  of  Poultry  8how9  wHlfinour  «t  wUk 
early  impreamona  qfthe  Sehedulea.  Tke$ef  mul 
aU  other  eommumeoHone  Jbr  Me  MdUoTi  to  be 
addreeted  to  **Mimk  Burna^  MamptttadJ* 


Chaptbbs  and  diflBwtaiiftoiiB  enough  to 
swell  into  folio  yolumes  have  been  written 
upon  the  usefulnese  of  rearing  poultry  of 
all  kinds,  and  hare  failed  to  exbuust  the 
subject.  Able  pais  h&Te  been  placed  in 
requisition  to  prore  that  apositiye  nattonal 
benefit  should  and  must  aocrue  £l»nL  this; 
homely  and  home-improTing  mode  of  pro* 
dudng  an  increase  of  provisions,  vast  in 
quantity  and  varied  in  quaHty.  The  dif- 
ferent methods  in  whiek  poultry-4ceeping 
may  benefit  us  are  almoist  as  numerous  as 
the  varieties  which  we  possess,  and,  among 


them^  the  eraadion  of  an  innocent  recrea- 
tion is  deserving  of  a  prominent  positioib 

How  many  monotonous  existences  have 
been  made  cheerful  by  the  poultry  fancy ! 
How  many  acquaintanceships,  commenced 
in  a  fellow-feeling  in  this  pursuit,  have  be- 
come eemoited  into  lasting  friendships! 
and  how  many  hcmies  have  been  rendmd 
more  attractive  by  the  adcUtion  of  a  ponl- 
try-yard,  on  account  of  the  interesting  oo* 
ci^tion  which  it  create  unconnected 
with  profit  and  produce* 

While  we  have  poultry  shows  to  go  to 
for  a  little  quiet  dissipation,  while  em1^- 
lation  and  sympathy  unite  to  render  a 
visit  to  a  nd^bour's  poidtry-yard  attaao^ 
tiv%  and  while  our  own  at  home  famisheB 
daily  and  hourly  objects  of  interest,  the 
amateur's  life  can  never  be  a  dull  one; 
a  gleam  of  sunshiny  a  shower  of  rain,  a 
warm  wind  or  a  cold  one^  assume  an.  in«> 
terest  which  they  never  possessed  before. 
There  is  always  something  going  on ;.  a 
house  must  be  built^  a  boundary  lim  al- 
tered,, a  defective  fence  (which  served  very 
well  for  the  old  fowls)  made  gvwd  against 
the  inroads  or  eruptions  of  young  chick- 
ens ;  or,  at  the  present  time.  Cochin  China 
harriers  must  be  raised  to  keep  in  &«hma 
Pootras.     Then,  if  anything  particmliurly 
interesting  occur,  an  account  of  it  must 
be  written  for  the  "Poultry  Chronicle  ; " 
or  if  in  reading  tiiat  ^exceedingly  entsi^ 
tbinii^  little  journal'^  we  dSfibr  from  a 
fellow-amateur  la  Amwio%  Ireland,,  or 
Scotland,— in  the  north  or  in  the  souths — 
in  the  east  or  in  the  west, — ^we  must  write 
toads:  questions,  eompare  notm,  or  pick 
bones. 

Within  the  last  ten  years  the  iK>iiltry 
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anuHfonr  mn  soHtery-  hi  Ui  limey;  If  a 
firiend  wexe  b^g^iuled  into,  hia  hen-nm^  he 
wonld  loak  xeuad  with  indifiaBtncey  re- 
maife  that  Bfock  ^anlA  fowlB  were  cer- 
tainly better-looking  than  those  which 
might  usually  be  seen  running  about  in 
the  gutters,  mquixe  IT  they  were  good  to 
eat^  and  fshow  anr  evidest  wish  to  walk 
away. 

Grood  luck,  say  we,  to  iSbe  poultry  ftney, 
eren  as  an  amnseinent  only.  If  one  home 
im  every  paridi  be  made  more  pleasant  ta 
its  owners,  tf  one  fimnly  bt  eadi  ba  mtda 
moce  uniteif  in  tite  love  of  one  pursuit^  if 
one  dull  life  in  each  be  changed  into  a 
diMrM  one,  the  g^eat  ponMiy  moTenoot 
may  boast  a  double  tsiuiDplL  Maiikmd 
requires  amusement  for  tiie  mmd  as  wril 
as  food  for  the  body>  and  in  both  particu- 
bun  we  are  beaefiited  by  the  agiifttion  of 
the  poultry  question. 


Sebedote  of  the  WdKngton  Show. 

As  exhibition  of  poultry  and  pig[eon% 
ojpok  to  aJl  £agland»  will  be  held  at  w  el- 
Imgton,  Somerset,  on  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day^ the  3rd  and  4th  o£  August  It  is  in 
aid  of  the  funds  for  the  erection  of 
National  Sehool-roems  ia^  Wellington,  and 
will  be  held  in  the  grounds  of  the  Rev. 
W.  W.  Pulman»  at  Drake's  Place.  The 
band  of  the  Boyal  Marines  wlU>  be  in  al>- 
tendanee  duxinp;  the  first  day,  and  there 
win  be  a  magmfieen^  display  of  fireworks 
in  the  evening. 

PRIZE   LIST. 
aUuB.  lit.     ttUL 

Spakish. 
1.  Cock  md  two  Hens    ..        ..  aOs.  «•  l«s» 
2^  FteoffinwChutkena,  1854  ..  10*. 

DOHKINO. 

3.  Cock  and  two  Hens     ..        ..  36s...   1%. 

4.  PlenofibiirChiekeiis,  I85i   ..  10b. 


C3m9.  Ut       2nd. 

CoejBiir  Ghsna  (BiewBQKPacMdgfO- 
5»  Cock  and  two  Kens    ..        .<^  30t.  ..   lOfc. 


10a 


'  Gamx  (Bladi,  Biassr-winpecU  BSadt-hMMisd^ 
aadothflrBMs). 

11.  Gesk«Bdtwo»HbBS     ..        ..  aSs.  ..  Ule^ 

Gamb  (Whitest  PUas^  CfaMgn^aad  Blan)^ 

12.  Code  and  two  Hens    ..        ..  30s.  ..  IQto. 


Goesnr  China  (BxiSt,  Iieiiien»  or 

6.  Cock  and  two  Bens     ..        ..30b.. 

CooHTK  Cbxka  CWhlteorBlBdc). 

7.  Cock  and  two  Hens  .«.  3Qb.  . 

CocHur  CjiixA  (any  laiietsr). 
8i  BBBoffourChidEeiis,  1864.  ..  Ki. 


Majuay. 
9i  Code  and  two  Hens    .. 
l(k  Bbb  oflbnr  Chickens,^  1834 


lOk. 


30b...   Vk^ 


Gams  (aojnwriety); 
13.  ^ffoflbnrGbidcens^  1864    ..  Ifti. 

Hambvbo  (Gold  and  SflTer-peiioiUedyGeldfaiid; 

SilTer-smmgled:). 
14, 13»  16, 17.  Codcand  two  Hens, 

each  ...       268.  ..  IDs. 


B>i.ANDS  (Gold,  SiNer,  and'BiadE).. 
18^  19,20..  Code  and  two  Hens,  eacb  20b^  ••  16h. 

AVT  OTHVa  PuRX  BnssD. 
2L  Code  and  two  £ton8    ..        ^  20s.  ..  IQto.. 

Baktams  (Gold-Iaoed,  saTsr-laoed,  Bladt  and 

White). 
22,  23,  2^  and  25.  Cock  and  two 

Hens,  e^h lOs.  ..     9i. 

TURKBTS. 

26.  Cock  and  two  Hens    .. 


Gbbsb. 
27.  Gander  and  one  Goose  «. 


20b. 


20b. 


Ducks,  ArLSSBuaY  (White). 
8.  Drake  and  two  Ducks . .        . .  20s. 


ion. 

lOsi 


JELovBsr. 
29»  Drake  and  two  Ducks . . 


20s»  ..  10b.. 


Any  othbb  VAmmTY. 
30.  Drake  and  two  Dndcs..        ..  208* 


10s. 
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PlOSONS. 

31  to  42.  Pair  of  Carriers,  pair  of  Tomblers, 
pair  of  Rants,  pair  of  Fantails,  pair  of  Pouters^ 
pair  of  Barbes,  pair  of  Jacobins,  pair  of  Tmm- 
peters,  pur  of  Owls,  pair  of  Nans,  pair  of  TarbitSy 
Any  other  Variety.— 10s.  each  pair. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  with  the  several 
Railway  Companies  to  convey  Birds  to  and  ttom 
the  Bxhibition  gratis. 

CONDITION'S  AND  SBOULATIONS^ 

1.  All  Exhibitors  will  be  required  to  pay  Ss. 
for  each  entrj,  in  the  Classes  giving  first  prizes 
of  303. ;  28.  6d.  in  the  Classes  giving  first  prizes 
of  208. ;  and  Is.  6d.  in  the  Classes  giving  first 
prizes  of  10s. ;  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of 

Bins,  food,  &c.    The  amount  to  be  paid  to  the 
onorary  Secretary,  at  the  time  of  entry. 

2.  All  entries  are  requested  to  be  made  to  the 
Honorarv  Secretary  on  or  before  Friday,  the 
21st  of  July,  on  the  enclosed  certificate,  and  no 
entry  can  be  made  after  that  dav. 

3.  Exhibitors  will  be  required  to  affix  a  price 
at  which  they  will  sell  their  specimens ;  but ''  not 
to  be  sold  "  may  be  used  instead. 

4.  Five  per  cent  will  be  deducted  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  Exhibition.  No  offer  will  be 
accepted  until  three  o'clock'  on  the  first  day  of 
Exhibition,  and  should  there  be  more  than  one 
application  for  the  same  pen,  at  the, same  time, 
the  highest  offer  will  be  taken. 

10.  Persons  exhibiting  as  dealers  to  affix  prices, 
and  pay  an  entrance  fee  of  3s.  for  each  pen  not 
exceeding  six  specimens ;  such  specimens  to  be 
entered  and  paid  for,  in  accordance  with  Rule  2. 

11..  It  is  particularly  requested  that  no  birds 
be  sent  unless  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition. 
All  specimens  must  be  sold  in  pens  and  not 
divided. 

14.  All  the  specimens  intended  for  Exhibition 
must  be  at  the  place  of  Exhibition  on  Wednes- 
day, the  2Qd  of  August,  or  they  will  not  be  ad- 
mitted. Baskets,  hampers,  &c.,  to  be  addressed 
to  the  Honorary  Secretary ;  and  the  carriage  in 
every  case  to  be  previously  paid  by  the  exhibitor. 

15.  All  eggs  laid  will  be  destroyed. 

16.  All  letters  addressed  to  the  Honorary 
Secretary,  requiring  a  reply,  to  contain  a  fully 
directed  stamped  envelope. 

17.  All  prizes  and  the  amount  of  sales  will  be 
paid  at  any  hour  during  the  second  day,  on  ap- 
plication to  the  Honorarv  Secretary. 

18.  The  greatest  possiole  attention  will  be  paid 
to  ensure  the  health,  safety,  and  comfort  of  the 
birds,  by  the  engagement  of  experienced  feeders, 
and  the  provision  of  food,  but  the  committee  will 
not  be  responsible  for  any  unavoidable  accident 
or  misfortune. 


19.  The  Show  will  dose  on  the  aeootnd  dav  at 
four  o'clock,  and  all  the  birds  will  be  despaUmed 
to  their  destination  on  the  same  evening. 
Richard  Cornbs,  Hon.  See. 

South-street,  Wellington,  Somerset. 


Poultry  Jn^^  in  America. 

Islington^  near  London^ 
June  29th,  1854. 

In  reply  to  j^oor  rery  polite  request  of 
yesterday,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  all 
the  information  that  I  can  concerning  the 
manner  of  securing  judges  to  act  at  the 
/American  poultry  exhibitions.  As  the 
plan  of  having  a  large  number  of  judges 
seems  new  to  you,  nrst  let  me  say,  that 
from  the  little  experience  which  I  have 
had  in  connection  with  some  three  or  four 
of  the  largest  American  shows,  I  have 
found  it  always  well  to  have  a  number  of 
judges,  to  have  them  classified,  and  to 
have  no  single  set  of  men  allowed  to  give 
their  attention  to  more  than  two  or  three 
varieties  of  poultry. 

As  in ,  your  editorial  remarks  in  the 
** Chronicle"  of  the  28th,  you  justly  inti- 
mate, "  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  large  number 
of  gentlemen  who  are  not  themselves  ex- 
hibitors," and  it.  is  certain  that  no  exhi- 
bitor should  be  permitted  to  pass  judgment 
upon  his  own  fowls. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  every  man 
will  be  capable  of  judging  **  Dorkings,"  or 
every  man  of  knowing  how  to  pick  a  good 
"  Shanghae."  One  may  have  given  years 
to  the  breeding  of  "  Bantams ;"  another, 
his  whole  life  to  the  growing  of  **  Games," 
&c.,  &c. ;  and  I  am  generally  suspicious  of 
the  qualifications  of  any  judge  who  pre- 
tends to  be  able  to  give  every  point  and 
feather  of  every  known  species.  In 
poultry  breeding,  as  well  as  in  every  pro- 
fession, there  are  many  ^^  Jacks  of  all 
trades,  yet  masters  of  none,"  keeping  a 
score  of  varieties,  but  familiar  with  none. 
It  seems  to  me,  that  in  all  cases  the  judges 
should  be  numerous,  and  selected  accord- 
ing to  their  experience,  and  appointed  to 
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examine  only  such  yarieties  of  fowls  as 
they  may  have  been  long  and  intimately 
acquainted  with.  Not  less  than  three 
should  compose  a  committee,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, have  them  from  different  sections 
of  the  country,  so  that  all  the  exhibitors 
may  be  represented.  It  is  not  always 
necessary  to  look  outside  of  the  exhibition 
for  suitable  judges ;  it  is  seldom  that  one 
person  exhibits  all  the  varieties  for  which 
premiums  are  offered,  and  a  man  may 
show  certain  species,  and  have  previously 
given  much  attention  to  other  Kinds ;  so 
that  an  exhibitor  of  '^  Shanghaes,"  <<  Dor- 
kings," "Gelderlands,"  or  "Black  Spa- 
nish," may  be  fally  competent  to  pass 
judgment  upon  the ''bantams,"  "Games," 
or  "Bolton  Greys;  and  I  do  not  think 
(nor  is  it  the  general  opinion  in  America) 
that  such  exhibitor  should  be  prevented 
fix>m  acting  as  judge. 

We  have  in  the  States,  as  you  have  here, 
many  able  breeders  given  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  particular  varieties,  yet  equally 
well  informed  on  various  species  whidi 
they  do  not  keep,  and  which  others  ma^ 
prefer.  But  I  would  not  intimate  that  it 
IS  best  to  let  exhibitors  act  as  judges ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  ever  wise  to  have  as 
judges,  gentlemen  who  have  no  fowls  on 
exhibition,  if  the  services  of  such  can  by 
any  means  be  secured. 

At  the  great  exhibitions  of  the  "New 
York  State,"  and  the  "National  Poultry 
Societies,"  held  respectively  at  the  cities  of 
Albany  and  New  York,  in  the  month  of 
February  last,  the  judges  were  mostly  dis- 
tinguished breeders  from  the  adjoining 
States,  and  scarcely  any  of  them  exhibitors. 
Some  of  them  came  from  a  distance  of  500 
miles,  and  I  believe  that  no  one  received  the 
slightest  pecuniary  remuneration,  though 
they  were  in  attendance  for  a  number  of 
days.  The  season  being  one  when  the  busi- 
ness of  the  farmer  or  merchant  was  not 
very  brisk,  the  exhibitions  likely  to  be  very 
attractive,  and  more  than  all,  the  improve- 
ment of  domestic  poultry  having  long 
been  studied  with  delight  by  these  gentle- 
xnen,  they   did   not  hesitate   to   attend. 


Whether  the  societies  may  be  so  forti^iate 
again,  I  cannot  say  ;  but  I  think  it  more 
than  probable,  for,  from  observation,  I 
know  that  a  true  Yankee  breeder  or  fancier 
thinks  nothing  of  travelling  500  miles, 
even  in  the  heart  of  winter,  to  be  present 
at  a  clever  "  Chicken  Show." 

That  all  experienced  breeders  make 
good  judges,  no  one  should  presume.  There 
are  those  who  have  brea  thousands  of 
fowls,*  and  yet  cannot  for  their  lives  de- 
scribe their  true  points ;  and  it  must  ever 
be  difficult  to  get  men  truly  fitted  for. 
judging  (indeed,  such  men  are  very  scarce 
m  any  section),  and  besides,  there  are  so, 
many  trivial  differences  existing  among 
breeders  and  amateurs,  that  he  is  indeed  a 
very  lucky  judge  whose  decisions  are  such 
as  will  l>e  acceptable  to  any  number  of 
exhibitors,  and  yet  not  vary  from  justice. 
I  trust  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
breeders  will  abandon  these  insignificant 
differences,  which  now  so  unpleasantly 
excite  them,  both  in  this  country  and  the 
United  States,  and  which  are  ever  the 
cause  of  endless  private  and  public  discus- 
sions and  antagonistic  feeling.  Let  care- 
ful study  designate  the  true  standard  of 
exceUence  in  each  species,  and  then  let  all 
agree  to  abide  by  it.  If,  perchance,  the 
birds  at  times  fail  to  come  up  to  it,  let  it 
be  acknowledged  that  they  are  impure, 
and  let  them  be  immediately  thrown  aside 
rather  than  any  attempt  made  to  introduce 
them  a^  a  distinct  species,  and  thereby 
only  add  to  the  confusion  of  the  breedis 
and  the  discredit  of  the  breeders. 

I  regret  that  there  is  not  some  older 
American  breeder  and  amateur  at  hand  to 
provide  you  more  completelv  with  the 
information  for  which  you  have  asked. 
It  affords  me  pleasure  to  give  you  such 
particulars  as  I  have,  and  such  suggestions 
as  my  experience  has  provided;  though 
my  engagements  are  such  as  to  deprive 
me  of  uie  time  necessary  to  enter  into  the 
subject  as  full v  as  I  would  like  to. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  serve  you  at  any  time, 
either  during  my  residence  in  London  or 
on  my  return  to  the  United  States,  and 
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great  mieoe«  altendiiig  tiie  fitbliostainiivf 
yonrnuMStliftareiitiBg  and  vahuible  jotuaud, 
Whidi  I  coBBi^flr  i&  severy  wsr  mftl 
ttw  oorfiial  mpport  of  mil  wbo  tfed 
interest  in  the  haapnmmBBt^ota 
poultry.— I  am,  ifvifli  lanA  regped,  yma 
mend  and  aemmt, 

>[We  an  iavmned  "mtii  Hnd  toegoioy 


tMtBaSMet,%  fie.  M^Caamck;ih» 
aecretoiy  dF  #n  AnMrietni  li^tiomi  Bdi^ 
trySocie^Sf,  iv4io<haB4Rr*theia8t49ir<WMte 
been  stayiB^  %i  Iiendoiitf-^l^^ 


9w  Itftftwrnifffl  UMBifr. 

^  YcraniB  IB  m'fsvouiile  kMl  uuMt  ^nio* 
^  me  it  poifleMea  additionid  ittteieBt^aRrer 
^unly  ^im^-mlmi  t&tit,  tand  I  ^ooufan 
&at  I,  ^H»  wxhmr  itf  Hiis  srtiiole»  ham  been 
freqnentty  nrnnsed  by  Iieai4^  jwrte 
anadondy  ^ndeavenrinff  to  mlw  <tbe 
ma,  aste^iheindMiBi^^  of  your 
spcmdent  **  £.  G.'' 

Td  be  iibaB  ituBff^  ooeaaionnlly  _ 
smong  ottien  liaa  undoabtedly  its  peoidte 
ben^t(»--H¥e  'hear  opinionB  given  'and  ^»- 
oehred  mfSbmA  fNur,  f avonr,  f onoalityy  or  ' 
afieetion—^e  learn  the  veally  htmam^catt' 
▼ictione  of  the  world  ae  to  our  'owa  par- 
'Scalar  HwlveB ;  Bomethnee  to  our  diflOinn>- 
fort,  at  others  to  oor  satiefaolion.  I  admjft 
Iwvnig  myself  listened  ivith  impertorbable 
gravity  to  most  advene  notions  respeding 
^who  this  «£.€.'  eonld  be,**  Ifheeot^ectares 
'being  freqiien%  as  pveposterotts  ^mnfaet 
as  they  were  diametrioally  opposed  to  "eaoli 
other.  I  tmety  however,  I  may  not  be 
deemed  myself  merging  into  the  very  errar 
I  shall,  in  my  prsnnt  story,  condemn  in 
others,  «vhen  I  say,  approval  of  my  anec- 
dotes lias  been  the  almost  nniTersally  ex- 
m-essed  opinion,  ooaAined  with  the  avowed 
hope  (on  the  part  of  any  involuntary  iii^or- 
mants)  that  ^  other  narratives  of  a  similar 
character  would  speedily  follow."  it  is 
each  remarks  as  these  that  have  prompted 


BBB  iK>  add  ianadHr  4o  'a^ 
TtawEBggarated  traAa^  ior  tmlens  i 
hnily  ceanBctiaB  to  ints,  it  ttauxeity  wweat 
tebeBOflntiJtogiMbar:  th^  wOi  be  f owad 
ifaBple  in  ibsir  genend  «eta]]%  bnt  a^ 
inqmteirt  in  &eb  isanes  as  to  ihe  M^^ 
partiaa  ceaaiofned,  and  they  fossiUy  mi|^ 
tnd  fitoviae  totadvanoe  the  public  li^eniBl 
in  pootory  gstoersl^  ;  tf  so,  mgr  object  is 
MmmaA.  i  wiahitoArawumrassal^tte* 
t&on^  a  «o«roe  of  owenue  Uiherto  aa4^ 
■iglertBd,  ar  (evnn,  may  <ba»  maik^  m 
tboioMiKlnees  lof  •some  wefledra  anft- 
viAoSl,  wiM,liitbBi«oadvaEaetoaetiaesali^ 
eBMrtiaa,  nay  thus  vee  tibat  tmpaevad 
amdndt  ett  l»  rart  win  bring  with  klia 
mm  aeward;  3  «ach  «  naalt^ 
lumily  «nBae,  oii»y  liepe  «of  tin 
will  lieabiwad  awf^y  'g*<^r^^**^|  *^*^  ^^  labeon 
«f  tttie  geose^oiUwilleeitM^  not^  Imtfaia 
instance,  have  been  pMed  in  wan. 

Mj  fveselit  aaModate  aefera  4o  aain£- 
<«iiaal^!i^  in  asore  aenaes  liian  011%  waa 
nn  ^  «ld  aoidinr'^^-^  had  secved  in  .mM|y 
4nnd-«foi^^  campaigns  agmaat  a  mation 
^aUch  was  fonaarly  car  ^Stteiest  £m,  but 
whiclh  ftea,  in  ins  evei^vax;^ttg  aearaa» 
AiasnewliawMlytignafanafld  uttoairitlk- 
fclvndsteaiilMtalhB.  He  enjoyed  a  tola- 
vablepensiim,  «nd  had  ^effioars'  ktten** 
In  In  peasessioii  fin  ahowing  ^faidi  Jie 
never  seemed  to  tire)  landatto^  of  hie 
liormer  <vailo«r  in  «dmn,  and  praiseworthy 
aiAwrahiation.asaseldiec  ^Byamuahat- 
l>flai  he  4iad  beta  disabled  in  his  last  aft-  : 
movBler  witii  ^  the  FrendrnMn,"  and  ao 
-awrere  were  Inconsequences  of  the  wound, 
^(Ant'he  afterwards  beoame  minus  hisJelt 
arm  under  tiie  liands  of  a  medical  prao- 
tiiioner,  as  beingi&e  onity  resource  for  pan- 
venting  less  of  Me  ;  stifl  his  oonstitufiaii 
costmued  robust  and  vuimpaized,  and  liia 
besetting  sin  was  afterwards  a  love  of  iha 
ale-faouse,  wiiflve  notfainff  pleased  him  ao 
well  as  fhe  recital  of  military  adventaae 
and  narrations  of  English  aoccesses.  He 
had  been  married  »0Mdingiy  early  m  lifo 
to  A  thoughtless,  <viery  youtlifal  servant- 
girl,  whose  elder  brother  had  provioualy 
'eBlktediato^tfaeaame«igimant-4aiey«  '" 
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•at  theitaigiitflBtivfleetian  astollie'^fiitinv 
wmyB  and  means,"  ^eeame  uuMnAdcBnUely 
mumoxaed  of  oiet  ^ved-eoat,"  md^Mi 
tlie  tfoqp  tras  ordered  rato  Ibie^n  wmoe 
**  was  kdt  to  stnig^  «m  just  as  lefe  ^oidd.** 
Bowever  sfenmge  m  'inntiitffimi,  true  it  m, 
ike  was  iidt  dwfw  in  faer  seleetieBy  f«r  kofr 
mn^  ha^  ialkn  kilo  the  iHBBe  SRwr,  pos- 
Mfy  Bfgsd  onin  radi  fiHtneylbnid  iallaeioiiB 
hnpe  of  liappinesB^  by  the  ardent  etfthn- 
nann  and  yimsled  ^wnfmn^  of  mmo- 
iHKn''  held  out  by  l&eir  nspective  foUowen, 
Mid  pexluqMi  no  less  innate  sffproral  j^eo 
eetnteut  in  the  iemiai&e  -disnieter),  viz., 
a  ^wy  hwh  esismKto  of  tiie  daring  and  lAtt 
haaTe.  %e  was  Mti,  at  the  time  I  aBi^de 
tOyWithfi^f^ediilAren,  atonee  nndlyngged, 
IM  unednoated ;  and,  thongfh  his  vetnn 
home  pzioyed  aneedy,  her  aiiBhringB  no 
laagiia^  «ould  depict.  Her  ehildien  wwe 
aaad  tie  (a  my  atdl-Bion^  on  hernnas- 
aisled  efiPorts ;  aliU  it  is  moat  pfkastng  to 
nferttothefaot,  In  eoimmm  aomutHe  aor- 
ailwfe  she  did  eke  ma  a  timen^  eadetrnwe 
Jhr  lAem  dming  Mb  abeenee.  iwaintamtng 
also  her  own  good  nnme,  nndminumlotHliy 
eacapinfl;  from  that  'spirit  of  recMessness 
which  but  too  often  altogetiher  bhurtiB  the 
mednoated  when  labonrmg  nnder  gzieToas 
nusfortnne  and  disiqipointmeiii. 

He  was  one  of  those  branastindiTidmls 
#ho9  ^Mnnehansen^like;^  glory  in  the 
ledtation  of  aH  kinds  of  anecdotes  descrip* 
ihre  of  liis  own  perscmal  acts  of  prowess 
and  adventure  on  tliehattie-field.  He  was 
donbtless  listened  to  (and  oidnred)  by  -his 
£ri?olofi8  and  careless  associates^  not  nn- 
freqnently  rather  frem  a  disposition  to  see 
^*hew  fwr  ^  his  'self-^adulation  would  lead 
hiniyin  the  marreUonsand  eqnalk-fftbnlons 
detaols  indulged  in^lhan  from  the  comrio- 
fiom  and  belief  of  its  tmtiifiilness  of  detail : 
Ibr  no  man  ^in  his  -sober  senses)  coola 
posaiMy  aeoreait  statements  so  preposter- 
ona  and  absurd*  Yet  eren  he  had  liis 
adnnrers,  and  perchance  some  of  y]onr 
leaders  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion, 
^ihe  less  educated  the  society  the  more  this 
inordinate  taste  for  hair-madth  escaj 
daeds-of  valour,  and  all  ihat  is  hi 


dof^opeB  itscdf ;  tlie 
new,  m^esiie  for  the  wonderldl  Jsnevw 
salktted.^  Bethat«sltmay,lhowever,€be 
hero  dt  my  tak,  to  any  veally  reflective 
mind,  wiss  obnoindy  a  neim>f  ailing  spring 
of  egotiillie  felbticatioBB.  Beated  by  tiie 
katokenfaeside  of  ike  heex^honse  on  tiie 
viilage  gieen,4ie  was  genenJly  to  be  fonnd ; 
it  was  his  dmost  perpctaal  ^  sanctmuy*** 
BktH  not^  gentle  leader^  at  Ibe  word ;  ko*, 
according  to  his  peculiar  ^uHions-ctfthinffB^ 
it  tf evded  hkn  reliif  Aom  ^vetry  woriSy 
woi^  and  flmw  It  was,  atihe  shrme  of  Jdm 
Barleycorn,  that  this  thcuq^tless  man,  for 
vntoStt  honn,  pfid  meat  idneet  * 


oourtedhy*^  wndlordifrom  interested  mo- 
tives, as  tlw^wospaay  cftthues  vepknished 
the  emptied  ale^pCt,  to-entice^  wtiier  par- 
tfmrlanL*'  ni-  «  wuSfOsm  Uk^*  asA  that  too, 


when  (mkisownffrapaucphrBae)iiisw]|lD 
and  diilcben  had  ^tolodk  to  themselves^'* 
— ^abandoned,  uncared  for;  m^,  I  may 
truly  add,  <ftigpifod?;  for  the  sodety  of  those 
vicious  associates,  who,  wbUst  th^  -en- 
conrMfed  Ms  winity  (and  conseonently  his 
sin),  fieei^  ktdnlged4n  ieers  at  las  «Kpense, 
as  to  the  daring  incredibility  of  the  very 
narrations  they  themselves  had  induced* 

Hiswtfe,  by  vepeoted  and  naturid  out- 
bursts itf  ^scmpkiiit^  literally  (though  un- 
dengnedhr )  hardened  lier  husDand  in  the 
course  ^i4iidL  he  pursued*;  for  although  the 
lods  of  'his  arm  incapacitated  him  £rom 
most  kinds  of  labour,  there  were  manv 
rural  employments  ^ill  open  to  him,  winch 
he  cithw  took  aid  neglected,  or  at  <mce 
summarily  refused.  Consequently,  relied 
on  bjr  very  few  and  respected  by  no  one, 
his  tune  was  mostly  spent  eithw  m  getting 
intoxicated,  or  recovering  his  eobriety— in 
fevoidi  •eaEcitement,  or  \mdm  the  palling 
influences  of  istrong  ale;  the  dft-rn>eated 
remonstrances  of  me  curate,  Ihougn  neg- 
lected, were  «^  steadyv  repeated,  and,  ni 
jufiee  to  "fiie  soldier,  I  wiU  aad,  that  though 
his  advice  was  neglected,  he  always  was 
respectful  to  Cfvery  one,  and  very,  very 
ramy,  even  in  nis  pot-house  conversa- 
tion, did  a  bad  word,  or  an  oath,  escape 
Ixtm ;     always    proiMaiff   information. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


452 


THE    POULTRY.  OHRONIOLE. 


but  never  fulfiUlDg  his  word.  Hope  can- 
not endure  for  ever,  though  it  may  lonff 
hold  on,  and  this  truly  indefatigable  and 
worthy^  divine  at  length  admitted  that  his 
parishioner  was  incorrigible,  from  his 
generally  thoughtless  conduct  and  inordi- 
nate infatuation  for  drinking.  But  in  all 
'  characters  there  are  doubtless  some  latent 
highly-strung  diords  waiting  to  vibrate  in 
ready  response,  if  certain  outward  appli- 
ances should  happily  set  them  in  motion, 
even  though  to  mankind  unknown,  and 
perchance  for  a  time  remaining  so  ;  such 
was  the  case  here,  for  it  was  when  my 
reverend  friend  had,  in  sheer  hopelessness, 
dismissed  all  thought  of  reforming  him, 
tliat  in  mercy  He,  who  directs  our  humblest 
efforts,  if  conscientiously  exerted,  thought 
iit  to  sofbsBi  the  rugged  and  partially  petri- 
fied heart  of  our  veteran  (though  to  all 
human  understanding  it  seemed  of  granite- 
like unimpressiveness),  rewarding  the  per- 
severing endeavours  of  his  pastor,  by  most 
extraordinary,  yet  (when  made  visible  in 
its  workings,  as  far  as  his  particular  case 
was  concerned)  the  most  appropriate  and 
ready  means. 

One  very  hot  day  in  June,  1860,  the 
principal  actor  in  my  narrative  was  care- 
lessly lolling  under  the  shade  of  a  thickly- 
leaved  tree,  at  the  entrance  gate  to  his  usual 
haunt,  and  engaged  in  hid  wonted  occupa- 
tion, with  a  crowd  of  listeners,  when  nis 
attention  (and  that  of  his  associates)  was 
aroused  by  a  noise  proceeding  from  the 
side  of  a  not-far-off  dung-heap,  which 
seemed  to  be  placed,  for  the  owner's  conve- 
nience, on  some  unemployed  waste  land  by 
the  road-side ;  here  a  very  well-bred  game 
hen,  belonging  to  the  exciseman,  was  list- 
les^v  basking  in  the  sun-light,  surrounded 
by  the  newly-hatched  brood,  when  a  cat 
from  some  neighbouring  habitation  sud- 
denly pounced  on  an  unfortunate  chicken, 
— the  hen  instantly  spranjg;  to  its  defence, 
and  with  the  alacrity  and  indomitable  cou- 
rage, highly  denotative  of  her  descent,  soon 
compelled  grimalkin  to  give  up  her  prize. 
Again  and  again  did  the  disappointed  cat 
renew  her  attempts^  and  as  frequently  was 


she  forced  to  beat  a  **  speedy  retreat,"  the 
lookers-on  rewarding  the  prowess  of  the 
mother  with  loud  and  reiterated  shouts  of 
approbation,  not  the  least  noisy  and  ap- 
plaudatorv  being  the  hero  of  my  tale,  who 
literally  shouted  his  admiration,  and  thus 
drew  on  himself  the  immediate  notice  of 
the  fowl's  owner,  who  came  and  com- 
plained lustily  **  of  such  a  set  of  idle 
fellows  not  parting  them  sooner."  The 
old  soldier  was  so  far  excited  by  his  admi- 
ration of  the  hen's  courage,  that  he  im- 
pulsively offered  to  buy  her  "  at  any  price," 
even  going  so  far  as  to  offer  "  the  coat  he 
wore  as  security  for  the  purchase  money 
until  next  pension-day." .  This  was  at 
once  contemptuously  refused,  as  was  also 
a  similar  offer  the  following  day  ;  but  his 
anxiety  to  possess  the  spirited  defender  of 
her  brood  was  by  some  bystander  made 
known  to  the  clergyman,  who  a^ain  waited 
on  the  pensioner,  and  inquired  its  truth- 
was  forcibly  struck  with  the  ardent  desire 
of  the  man  for  its  possession,  and  the  happy  < 
thought  occurred  to  him,  '^May  not  this 
incident  be  made  beneficial  in  procuring 
this  man's  restoration  to  good  conduct? 
He  himself  then  called  on  the  owner,  and 
though  the  sum  demanded  was  far  too 
much,  on  the  most  emphatic  promise  of  the 
money's  return  on  "  pay-day,"  and  also  of 
his  absolute  abandonment,  ^/orevery^'ofldB 
present  vicioua  pi^rsuits,  it  was  purchased  ; 
the  exciseman's  non-selling  scruples  being 
withdrawn,  from  the  heavy  amount  realised, 
coupled  perhaps  with  the  wish  not  to  offend 
his  local  ma^strate  and  clergyman,  lest 
it  should  prejudice  himself. 

The  cause  of  this  tenacity  of  desire  to 
possess  the  bird  arose  most  probably  from 
nighly-wrought  notions  of  valour^  imbibed 
in  the  schools  where,  for  some  years,  the 
soldier  had  received  his  training;  otherwise 
considered,  his  present  conduct  seems  alto- 
gether unaccountable.  However,  the  after- 
facts  are  soon  told, — he  never  has  returned 
to  his  dissipations,  but  has  fulfilled  the 
duties  well  of  shepherd  to  a  neighbouring 
farmer,  the  situation  being  obtained  by 
clerical  intercession.    From  the  very  day 
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he  received  this  present  (for,  reader,  the 
repayment  of  Ids  outlay,  though  honestly 
Offered,  was  generously  refused),  his  bene- 
factor now  finds  this  man's  children  regular 
tittendants  at  the  village  Sunday  and  even- 
ing schools — ^to  be  brief,  his  conduct,  and 
that  of  his  household,  have,  through  atten- 
tion to  well-suggested  precepts,  become 
altogether  changed ;  and  the  long-neglected 
Bible,  that  for  years  had  been  but  a  sealed 
book,  a  mere  piece  of  table  furniture,  that 
had  "  never  been  parted  with,  because  it 
was  her  mother's,"  and  was  only  opened  to 
consult,  or  have  entered  on  its  blank  pagdit, 
£BLmily  registrations,  is  now  daily  perused, 
not  only  by  his  school-children,  but  even 
tlie  wi^  lias  learned  to  read,  under  the 
persevering  and  faithful  instructions  of 
their  kind-hearted  friend,  who  has  pro- 
mised me  (should  this  account  appear  in 
the  pages  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicfe")  to 
convey  to  the  veteran  this  truthful  narra- 
tion of  his  personal  adventures. 

I  must  curtly  refer  to  the  probable  bene- 
fits received  through  the  affections  of  this 
man  being  thus  strangely  enlisted  by  the 
heroism  of  a  fowl.  An  example  to  his 
children  is  thus  offered,  that  might  other- 
wise never  have  occurred,  more  than 
fifteen  pounds  being  now  placed  by  the 
family  in  a  savings-bank,  the  joint  accu- 
mulations of  variom  presents  and  their  own 
savings.  It  would  indeed  be  well  if  all 
parents  would  constantly  consider  how  fear- 
ful are  the  responsibilities  they  incur  in 
practising  before  the  off-shoots  springing 
up  around  them,  a  line  of  conduct  that  will 
make  or  mar  their  every  interest ;  they  will 
likewise  do  rightly  by  not  forgetting  for  a 
single  moment,  that  precept  (however  well 
enforced)  is  never  so  powerful  an  advocate 
to  good  conduct  as  *^  practice ;''  that  the 
minds  of  children,  even  when  so  young  as 
to  be  scarcely  unfolded,  are  most  sensi- 
tively discriminative,  and  given  to  the 
comparison  as  to  whether  their  instructors' 
practices  are  really  in  accordance  with 
their  admonitions  ;  the  neglect  of  this  duty 
alone  ofttimes  causes  an  lubandoned  father 
io  find  in  his  own  child  a  **  scape-grace"  of 


a  son.  How  vastly  important  then  is  it  to 
the  welfare  of  every  family,  and  not  less 
80  to  that  of  society  in  general,  for  each 
one  of  us  to  be  scrupulously  careful  that 
our  own  individual  conduct  is  ^'  void  of 
offence?" 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  be  compelled 
to  add,  the  poor  bird  tnat  thus  strangely 
proved  the  motive  cause  to  be^er  action  in 
this  family  met  with  an  untimely  death, 
from  the  bites  of  a  powerful  dog  she  had 
herself  tOUkcked^  ,an  event  which  for  a  long 
time  cast  a  gloom  and  great  annoyance 
upon  her  owner,  and  produced  no  slight 
fear  in  the  mind  of  my  reverend  friend, 
lest  the  loss  might  produce  a  relapse  into 
former  indiscretions  :  happily  it  was  not 
so;  good  conduct  proved  too  firmly  rooted 
for   such  a  change.    The  pensioner  still 

Sossesses,  excellent  in  feather  (though  sadly 
eficient  in  character),  the  vastly  extended 
hide  of  this  poor  bird,  evidently  one  of  the 
first  rude  efforts  of  some  village  taxider- 
mist; and  now  most  probably  (being 
safely  cased  out  of  "  harm's  way"),  till 
the  whole  household  are  no  more,  she  will 
so  remain,  proving  even  still  a  kind  of 
reference,  and  "  safety-valve,"  when  the 
naturidly  strong  impulses  of  the  "  re- 
form&i  soldier  prompt  an  outbreak 
narrative  of  gallantry  and  warlike  ad- 
venture. E.  C. 

The  Oizzaxd. 
It  is  unquestionable,  that  the  use  of  the 
hard  flinty  stones  in  the  gizzards  of  fowls 
is  for  the  purpose  of  triturating,  or  grind- 
ing, the  com  and  other  hard  substances 
which  they  eat.  "  W,  S.'s"  notion,  that 
these  stones,  or  th^  bones  of  fish,  are  for 
the  purpose  of  stimulating  the  gizzard  to 
secrete  "  a  juice  or  acid,"  is  quite  apocry- 
phal. It  is  more  than  questionable  if  the 
gizzard  secrete  at  all — its  inner  coat,  or 
lining,  being  a  tough,  corriaceous,  and 
rough  membrane,  not  unlike  a  piece  of 
fine  sand-paper.  It  is  the  function  of  the 
crop,  assisted  by  the  fore-stomach,  which 
joins  the    gizzard,  to   secrete  *' juices;" 
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iliey  ave^  hideedv  'wsj  8teept]igM>Tat%  and 
piepase  tiie  corn  for  the  milly.  of  gizzard. 

H^W.  Sw''  QxammeB  iiie  gizsndof  a 
foiwl,  he  will  find  it  admirably  adapted  for 
ks  work ;  it  being  famished  with  ma  most 
powerful  muscles,  the  fibres  of  wiuch  an 
so  disposed  Ihat  thej  eKesfe  ftiamost.eru8h- 
isgy  grinding,  or  tdtuiating^motma  on  the 
food. 

Your  oonespoiidaiit  finis  im  physio^ 
logical  knowledge  wh^  he  says  thiBt  rioe^ 
and  grain  whicn  c<mtaiiis  mudt  starchy 
nmsfc  be  boiled  fat  fowls,  heoavM  ^'they 
zeqnire  a  greater  heat  than  that  of  the 
stmmach  to  render  them  soluble."  I  as- 
sure you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  do  not  notice 
these  things  for  the  sake  of  pointing  out 
errors,  but  to  correct  the  expressions, 
which  hare  no  other  sonrce  than  that  of 
popular  fallacy.  The  heait  of  the  stomach 
IS  not  the  agent-nin  the  stomach  of  any 
animal — ^tibat  dissolTes,  or  *' renders  so- 
Inble,'*  eitilier  starch,  grain,  or  anything 
else  taken  into  it.  In  man,  for  instance, 
it  is  the  gastric  juice  that  does  it ;  in  fowls, 
it  is  the  secretion  of  the  crop  wMch  steeps 
and  softens  the  food,  and  tnus  reilders  it 
more  fit  for  the  mill---the  gizzard. 

"  W,  S."  asks,  if  he  ought  not  to  give 
his  fowls  a  large  proportion  of  hard  food 
to  make  up  for  the  deficiency  of  gravel? 
Most  assuredly  not;  for,  how  can  they 
digest  hard  food  wi&outit?  He  should 
rather  give  soft  food,  which  needs  less 
grinding.  But  he  mav  be  assured  that, 
tiioueh  he  has  '<  a  deficiency  of  gravel," 
his  lowls  will  have  it  or  stones,  by  one 
way  or  another,  at  least,  if  they  have  any 
liberty  at  all.  Very  little  will  do  for 
the  purpose  of  digestion,  as  the  hardest, 
flinty  pieces  are  those  selected :  and  they, 
no  doubt,  last  a  fedr,  serviceable  time. 

Hull.  Tristram  Shandy. 


Thb  first  i^cimen  of  the  Honduras 
Turkey  which  appeared  in  England  was 
exhibited  in  Bullock's  museum :  at  the 
sale  of  that  collection  it  was  allowed  to 
pass  over  to  Paris. 


nurm-Taxd  Fooltry; 

NO.  lU. 

From  the  remarks  ndiich  have  appaared 
in  the^  Poultry  Chronicle"  under  this 
head,  it  will  have  been  seen  that  size  in 
farmoyard  poultry  baa  been  one  of  the  chief 
pointa  adverted  to.  Where  a  very  con- 
siderable munber  of  fowls  ia  kept,  aad 
lueed  to  supply  the  maziket, 


size  should  be  the  chief  consideration.  In 
a  faimryard  containing  fifty  fowls  (with. a 
proper  proportion  bf  hens  and  pullets),.a 
UMr  average  of  the  number  of  eggs  likely 
to  be  obtained  may  be  arrived  at  by 
assumjpg.  that  every  bird  will  lay  tweni^ 
eggs  before  it  wants  to  sit:  nothing  is 
more  unoertain  than  the  quantity ;  some 
hens  will  not  lay  SMHre  than  five  or  mx, 
some  pullets  will  go  on  till  thirty  are  laid* 
The  Dorking  generally  becomes  broody 
earlier  than  otner  hens.  With  this  num- 
ber of  eggs  at  command,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  commencing  to  set  in  January, 
and  stul  have  sufficient  eggs  from  the 
Brahma  or  Cochin  pullets  (who  will  lay 
often  fifty  or  sixty  before  being  broody), 
with  those  not  required  for  setting  from  the 
Dorkings,  for  market  purposes.  Size  being, 
therefore,  a  principal  pomt,  it  will  be  de- 
sirable to  point  out  the  differences  of  the 
Dorking  fowls.  For  the  farmer's  purpose, 
without  entering  into  minute  details  more 
suitable  to  the  distinctions  of  the  fancier, 
Dorkings  may  be  divided  into  four  varie- 
ties I — 

Ist.  The  White.— This  very  beautiful 
bird  is  generally  smaller  than  all  the 
coloured  classes.  As  fcurm-pard  stock,  the 
White  Dorking  may  be  considered  the 
least  desirable. 

2nd.  The  Cuckoo,  an  evenly  mottled 
bluish-grey  bird,  rather  larger  than  the 
white.  Neither  of  these  varieties  will  be 
found  so  hardy  as  the  other  kinds  in  cold 
climates. 

3rd.  The  Speckled  and  Grizzled. — In 
thb  class  the  colours  assume  great  variety ; 
the  birds  are  generally  large,  square,  deep. 
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and  fleeliy  aoimalsy.  tha  cocka  60iiietima» 
airiving  at  a  weight  of  tea  pounds^,  tiie 
hens  at  eight  pounds ;  bi^  altnongh  these 
weights  are  obtained^  &  lees  weight  ought 
to  satisfy  an]r  breed^,  and  seven  pounds 
ia  a  hen  or  eight  inaciiaky^is  A.fmy  gqod 
mig^t. 

4th.  The  Grey^  or  Silver^gmy.r-Thia  k 
a  pecnliacly  beautiful  Taxiety^  amalles  in. 
smanl  thui  the  Speckled,  iJie  &athflK8- 
j^dng  more  compac^  and  from  the  pen- 
cilling running  one  into  the  other,  giving 
tfaa  bird  an  appeanmoe  of  evrat  Lara  size 
thiuL  it  actually  has.  In  this  Yaddty,  as 
in  the  last,  seven  and  dght  pounds  for  the 
hen  and  cock  will  be  good  weight.  Not 
nnfreqnently,  indeed  generally,  tiie  cock 
bird  of  this  variety  1^  all  the  beauty  and 
jet-black  breast  of  the-  Buck-wino;  Game 
bird,  and  the  hens  have  the  general  pencil- 
lings  of  the  Duck-wing  hens. 

Both  these  last  varietieB  are  very  excel- 
lent birds.  Another  kind  might  be  named, 
the  Black-breasted,  Red,  or  Golden;  in 
colour  the  same  as  the  **  Derby "  Game 
bird ;  but  for  hardiness  and  general  farm- 
yard utility,  there  will  be  found  no  more 
useful  or  flesh-making  fowls  than  the 
various  kinds  of  Speckled  and  Grey  ;  and 
here  it  may  be  added,  that,  for  mere  pur- 
poses of  Dreeding,  a  fifth  claw  is  not 
essentiaL  In  a  brood  of  ten  it  is  very  pro- 
bable that  more  than  one  chick  will  be 
deficient  in  this  peculiar  and  useless  ap- 
pendage, and  no  farmer  ought,  on  that 
account,  to  reject  a  bird  good  in  iJl  other 
respects.  But  let  him  beware  lest  a  fifth 
claw  should  be  his  sole  guide,  or  he  may 
find  himself  in  the  predicament  of  a  good 
lady  who  once  produced  some  birds  recently 
purchased  by  her  as  **  Cochin  Chinas,"  and 
when  a  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  their 
purity,  she  assured  her  hearers  that  they 
were  not  merely  Cochin  Chinas,  but  were 
*^  a  sort  that  came  from  a  lone  way  beyond 
Cochin  China ;"  and  so  they  did,  and  '<  no 
mistake." 

The  chief  points  of  merit  in  a  Dorking 
may  be  briefly  stated,  as  a  broad,  deep 
breast^  broad,  sqjaare  shoulders,  short  legs, 


with,  in  the  henseepeidaUy^a  waU-monded. 
stem.  Supposing,,  then,  that  the  breedinsp, 
stook  is  to  xsonsist  of  for^  Dorkings,  it  will 
be  denziable  to  select  thveacocks  to  be  two) 
yeaxs  old,  and  two  to  be  one  year  old^  at. 
the  ensuinff  breedings  season^  with  twenty 
pullets  ana  fifteen  nans*  A  eock  is  abont 
at  his  best  at  two  yean  old,  and  still  vxiodf^ 
l«Lt  at  three.  By  drafting-  out  tha  bbda 
every  jwb,  aa  befose-  ssoonunanded,  tha: 
pvoportiona  will  be  pj^pesly  maintained^ 

m  the  White  variety  the  binds  diould, 
b&ve  an  evenlv-maxked  g^od  Bose  comb  ;, 
in  the  coloured  kinds  &  single  comb ;.  but 
as  there  will  be  scarcely  &  brood,  bned  trom, 
single-combed  parents  which  doeanot  cou'- 
tain,  rose-combed  birds,  tibia,  xuls  seems, 
most  acbitrary,  and  no.  bird  kept  for  mete 
table  purposes  ought  to  be  judged  by  suchi 
a  standard. 

In  regard  to  the  Brahma  or  Cochin  pul- 
lets for  laying,  little  need  be  said.  Of 
Brahmas  there  i^pears  to  be  but  one 
variety  in  colour^  viz.,  white  marked  with 
black. 

Of  Cochins,  the  chief  varieties  are.  Cin- 
namon and  Bufi^,  Brown  and  Partridge,  or 
Grouse,  Black  and  White ;  a  Cuckoo  bird 
is  also  known. 

The  Brown  and  dark  varieties  are  gene- 
rally the  largest,  the  cocks  weighing  from 
ten  to  twelve  pounds  and  more ;  hens 
about  eight  pounds.  As  a  farmer  would 
merely  require  the  pullets  of  this  kind  for 
laying,  the  dark  colours  would  answer  as 
well  as  any  other.  £lach  of  the  varieties 
has  its  admirers  and  merits;  the  black 
cocks  generally  become  red  barred  on  the 
wing,  which  greatiy  detracts  from  their 
beauty  ;  the  White  do  not  feather  on  the 
leg  so  freely  as  the  Buff  and  Brpwn,  but 
are  an  extremely  beautiful  fowl. 

In  rearing  chickens,  taking  an  average 
of  years,  and  commencing  to  set  in  January, 
it  may  be  calculated  that  out  of  every 
hundred  eggs,  one-fourth  will  not  be  pror 
ductive,  or  chickens  to  that  amount  be  lost 
Taking,  then,  thirty-five  Dorking  hens  at 
an  average  of  twenty  eggs  between  January 
and  the  end  of  March,  there  will  be  seven 
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hundred  eggs,  and  deducting,  say  one- 
fourth,  there  will  remain  about  five  hundred 
and  twenty  eggs,  from  which  chickens  mav 
be  expected  to  arrive  at  maturity ;  this  will 
be  a  larger  amount  than  a  farmer  need 
commence  the  year  with,  and  three  hundred 
T^l  probably  be  found  sufficient,  leaving 
upwards  of  two  hundred  eggs  for  sale  up 
to  the  end  of  March.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  eggs  in  the  later  part  of  the 
season  will  not  be  in  any  proportion  to  the 
number  obtained  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year ;  and  that,  although  spring  chickens 
command  a  very  much  higher  price  than 
any  other  fowls,  indeed  it  might  be  added, 
than  almost  any  other  animal  food,  there 
is  a  constigit  and  incessant  demand  both 
for  poultry  and  eggs  in  every  district  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  each  month  of  the 
year. 

It  is  quite  an  erroneous  opinion  that 
foreign  eggs  are  cheaper  than  British  ones. 
It  is  very  true  that  more  foreign  eggs  are 
obtained  for  a  shilling,  but  the  contents  of 
those  eggs  are  not  always  the  most  agree- 
able, and  in  an  article  partaking  both  of 
necessity  and  luxury,  no  person  is  un- 
willing to  pay  a  moderate  increase  of  price 
to  insure  a  good  article,  nor  indeed  ought 

Erice  to  form  any  obstacle  to  a  farmer 
reeding  both  for  sale  of  his  poultry  and 
eggs.  §0  long  as  he  realises  a  fair  profit, 
and  obtains  a  good  return  on  his  outlay,  the 
cost  is  immaterial,  and  cost  and  price  will 
regulate  each  other,  and  from  his  facilities 
he  can  breed  cheaper  than  any  one.  On 
this  point,  one  observation  may  be  made : 
there  is  scarcely  any  article  of  food  which 
is  'not  sold  by  weight,  perhaps  not  one  of 
animal  food  except  poultry,  and  that  is 
sold  by  the  bird  or  the  pair.  This  should 
not  be— certainly  a  large  fowl  commands 
a  greater  price  than  a  small  one,  but  there 
is  no  relative  value,  while  weight  is  so 
simple  a  matter  that  it  ought  to  be  as  easy 
to  buy  a  fowl  at  per  pound  as  to  buy  a  leg 
of  mutton. 

Before  concluding  these  remarks,  it  is 
advisable  to  point  out  to  farmers  that,  in 
many  instances,  they  have  tenants  under 


them  in  the  cottages  on  their  farms, 
and  frequently  second  homesteads,  where, 
should  they  wish  it,  some  other  kinds  of 
fowls  can  be  kept ;  in  such  cases  as  these 
a  farmer  can  breed  his  own  Cochins  as 
easily,  and  more  so,  than  the  amateur,  and 
by  placing  two  or  three  Cochin  hens  with 
one  or  two  of  his  cottagers,  he  will  benefit 
them,  and  secure  a  return  of  young  stock. 
Cochins,  from  their  quiet  and  docile  habits, 
will  suit  the  cottager  better  than  most 
others. 

But  whatever  breeding  takes  place,  he 
must  remember  that  for  success  and  weight 
in  the  long  run,  the  pure-bred  bird  is  the 
one  to  be  depended  on. 

W.S.,ofC. 


Hotea  by  "Alector." 

If  the  Guinea  fowl  were  less  quarrel- 
some, and  would  use  its  wings  (which  it 
is  well  able  to  do  when  it  chooses)  as 
readily  as  its  legs,  it  would  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  our  game  preserves.  As  it  is, 
ihey  drive  off  pheasants,  &c.,  and  will  not 
readily  rise  until  fairly  run  into  by  the 
dogs.  In  addition  to  these  drawbacks,  I 
must  state  that  the  Guinea  fowl,  unlike 
the  pheasant,  is  monogamous,  and  conse- 
quently not  so  prolific.  This  fact  is  not 
generally  known  even  to  those  who  keejp 
them,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  ad- 
dled eggs  abound,  and  few  chickens  are 
hatched  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
eggs  set.  It  is,  too,  almost  impossible  to 
select  the  eggs  of  a  wedded  hen,  as  these 
birds  have  a  habit  of  establishing  joint- 
stock  nests  ;  and  I  know  a  case,  when,  on 
reaping  a  field  of  barley,  no  less  than 
eighty-four  eggs  were  found  in  one  nest, 
the  united  contribution  of  three  hens.  As 
they  associate  together  in  packs,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  which  are  paired,  and  the 
more  so,  as  it  is  hard  to  distinguish  between 
the  cock  and  the  hen,  the  plumage  being 
almost  identical  in  all  specimens  of  the 
same  famUy.  A  little  observation,  how- 
ever, will  enable  one  to  discover  that  the 
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hens  are  constantly  preaching  without 
practising,  like  some  of  their  betters,  and 
are  never  less  inclined  to  go  home  them- 
selves than  when  they  are  exhorting  their 
mates  to  "  come  back."  This  garrulity  is, 
I  fancy,  the  special  perquisite  of  the  ladies. 
The  cock  is,  nevertheless,  not  without  his 
peculiarity,  which  may  be  likened  to  the 
practice  of  certain  equine  coxcombs,  who, 

"  With  the  left  spur,  insidiously,  aside. 
Provoke  the  caper  that  they  seem  to  chide." 

The  cocks  may  be  seen  suddenly  to  run 
forward,  as  if  they  espied  some  dainty 
morsel  a  few  feet  off,  and  then  as  suddenly 
subside  into  a  stately  walk.  The  great 
advantages  of  Guinea  fowl  consist  in  the 
abundance  of  their  eggs.  They  do  not 
usually  commence  laying  so  early  as  com- 
mon fowls,  but  when  they  do  begin,  they 
far  exceed  in  quantity  of  eggs  all  other 
kinds  of  poultry.  In  fact,  it  would  almost 
seem  as  if  "they  couldn't  help  it,"  for 
even  when  moulting  they  often  persist  in 
laying.  As  a  set-off  to  the  quantity  laid  is 
the  quantity  got,  for  they  are  determined 
nest  stealers.  They  also  come  into  season 
for  the  table  just  at  the  period  when  game 
is  out  and  fowls  are  scarce.  They  are  not 
at  all  bad  eating,  though  different  from  a 
pheasant  or  Dorking.  They  are  generally 
killed  with  the  blood  in  them,  and  hung 
up  in  their  feathers  like  game.  This  is 
not  a  bad  way  of  treating  fowls,  especially 
if  suspected  of  being  tough,  when  they  will 
roast  very  well. 

The  shell  of  the  egg,  which  is  of  a  buff 
colour  and  covered  with  minute  specks,  is 
much  thicker  than  that  of  the  common 
hen.  The  young  are  hatched  in  a  monlh, 
and  this  operation  is  better  performed  by 
a  Bantam  or  other  small  hen,  than  by  a 
common  or  a  Guinea  hen,  as  the  former  is 
too  big  and  clumsy,  and  the  latter  too 
much  given  to  stray.  The  young  require 
food  as  often  as  Turkey  clucks,  and  are, 
fleeminglv  more  difficult  to  rear,  as,  if 
neglected,  they  **  never  give  up "  till  the 
last  moment,  but  seem  livelv,  cheerful, 
and    **  jolly   under    creditable    circum- 


stances," when  they  suddenly  turn  over, 
^  with  their  feet  to  the  sky  and  their  backs 
to  the  sod,"  give  a  kick  and  a  struggle, 
and  are  gone,  to  the  great  grief  of  their 
admiring  but  ignorant  owner.  Turkey 
chicks  may  be  recovered  by  cramming, 
but  these  "  die  and  make  no  sign."  As  they 
grow  very  fast,  they  are  soon  out  of  danger 
&  fed  with  an  abundance  of  nourishing 
food.    They  are  particularly  fond  of  ants^ 


On  a  large  lawn,  or  in  a  park,  a  pack  of 
Guinea  fowl  is  a  decided  ornament,  but  in 
a  small  space  they  are  more  plague  than 
profit,  for  the  rea!sons  that  I  have  already 
stated;  in  addition  to  which,  I  may  sav 
that  their  notes  are  far  from  musical, 
unless  mellowed,  in  the  distance.  Besides 
the  common  kind,  there  is  a  variety  of  a 
lighter  shade ;  another  in  which  the 
plumage  has  a  reticulated  appearance,  and 
a  fourth  sort  is  of  a  pure  white.  The  last 
is  rare,  and  I  believe  delicate,  but  possesses 
the  good  qualification  of  being  easily  traced 
to,  and  detected  on  its  nest. 


Black  Hamburg  Fowls. 

With  great  pleasure  I  shall  endeavour 
to  afford  some  of  the  information  which 
your  correspondent  asks  of  me  in  this 
week's  "  Poultry  Chronicle ;"  but,  as  I 
presume  "  A  Lictor,"  when  he  penned  his 
note  to  you,  could  not  have  seen  my  reply 
to  "  Alector,"  in  your  last  week's  brochurey 
I  must  again  say,  that  in  Johnson  and 
Wingfield's  "Poultry  BoolT^^'-wni  be 
found  a  better  description  of  the  Black 
Hamburg  fowls  than  I  have  leisure  or 
power  to  furnish ;  and  by  referring  to  this  , 
elaborate  work,  he  will  relieve  me  from 
any  necessity  for  attempting  to  sketdi 
their  general  points,  or  insisting  on  their 
beine  a  distinct  variety. 

I  have  had  mine  nearly  four  months, 
and  procured  them  from'  Yorkshire,  in 
which  county,  I  believe,  they  are  included 
in  the  prize  lists. 

They  present  all  the  distinctive  points. 
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aSy  ear-lobes^  as  w«niigtM.lgAi^Wy  wliite  and 
large ;  combs,  as  completely  double ;  eyesy 
as  prominent ;  head  said  neck,  as  tborough- 
hsed ;  legs  and  white  toes,  as  characteristic 
as  any  other  variety  of  Hambaxg  fowl ; 
and  those  which  *^  A  Lictor  **  saw  at  Bath, 
I  can  assure  him,  possess  all  these  points, 
including  white  ear-lobes,  *^  so  distinguish- 
ing a  mark  of  pure  blood/'  so  lacge  as  to 
attract  the  remark  and.  admira^A  of  most 
who  see  them. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  say^  lest  I  be  mis- 
understood, that  the  only  reason  why  I 
ventured  to  call  attention  to  these  birds  is^ 
because  I  have  found  them,  when  com- 
pared with  their  ^feathered"  relatives  (all 
of  which  I  keep,  and  thus  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  testing  them),  to  be  superior  in 
the  following  points : — 

First  and  mremost,  and  it  ia  no  small 
consideration  in  this  wild  and  somewhat 
bleak  nook  of  "merrie  England  ** — ^for  we 
are  within  sight  and  sound  of  the  *^  ever- 
changing  "  sea — they  aretmch  moreharcfy; 
whilst  I  have  lost  many  chicks  of  the 
other  four  varieties,  from  the  inclement 
weather  we  had  some  time  since,  I  believe 
not  one  Black  Hamburg  succumbed  to  this 
influence ;  indeed,  one  brood  of  nine  lost 
tiieir  hen  when  only  about  fourteen  days 
old,  yet  they  throve  without  any  interrup- 
tion. The  chicks  are  fast  growers,  and 
perhaps  I  may  as  well  say,  have  combs  as 
neatly  double,  and  ear-lobes  as  white  as 
even  "  A  Lictor  "  could  desire. 

They  are  larger,  and  of  course,  heavier. 
Their  eggs  are  larger,  not  only  than  those 
of  the  other  varieties,  but  than  those  of 
most  other  fowls. 

These  facts  must,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
obtain  for  them  a  favourable  verdict  on 
the  part  of  the  public,  not  from  fashion  or 
fancy  (althougn  much  might  be  said  for 
the  undeniably  beautiful  plumage,  parti- 
cularly of  the  male  bird),  but  from  the 
solid  and  tangible  consideration  of  their 
being  a  more  profitable,  and  consequently 
more  useful,  description  of  poultry  for 
ffeneral  purposes,  than  either  of  the  other 
kinds  of  Hamburg.  T.  M«.  G. 


[^  A  Lictor''  had  not  seen  the  reply  ta 
^Alector"  when  his  letter  was  written.. 
As  some  of  our  readers  who  have  expressed 
a  widi  to  know  more  about  the  Blade 
Hamburg  fowl  may  not  be  in  possessioiL 
of  a  copy  of  Messrs.  Wingfield  &  John- 
son's **  Jroultr]^  Book,"  we  will  give  t]» 
passage  to  wmch  ^T.  If*  QJ*  has  twice 
re£9rred  his  readera: 

^*  Black  Haimhwrg8^^Ti\aA  is  also  called 
the  black  JPkeataiU  fontiy  thowh  it  luur  no 
snangles,  but  a  plumage  unirormly  ridi, 
g^ABsy,  man-bla^  In  form,,  they  cLoady 
resemble  the  other  Hamburga,  and  magF 
bear  the  same  relationdup  to  them  that  tiie 
Black  Shanghaes  do  to  tiie  buff  and  otheB 
aolonred. 

^  The  tablie  of  charaetodstic  excellencea 
adopted  by  the  nortiiem  local  dubs  is.  as 
follows : — 

^  1st  Point. — Comb. — ^Best  double,  best 
square,  most  erect,  best  piked  behind. 

<^2nd  Point.-*Ears. — ^Largest  and  purest 
white. 

*^  drd  Point — Colour. — ^Best  and  richest 
glossed  green-black. 

<<4th  Point.— -Legs.— Best  and  deanst 
blue. 

**6th  Point. — Greneral  appearance^ — 
Best  feathered  hen." — ^En.] 


On  Phosphate  of  Lime. 

Chickbhs  or  growing  fowls,  we  are 
informed,  require  phosphate  oi  lime  to  form 
bone  and  feather ;  and  hens  require  lime 
to  form  the  shells  of  their  eggs.  For  the 
latter,  chalk  may  suffice;  but  for  the 
former,  the  phoqihate  or  bones  should  be 
^iven,  if  there  is  not  a  sufficient  quantity 
m  their  usual  food.  There  are  several 
ways  in  which  we  may  discover  when 
lime  is  required,  viz.,  if  hens  lay  soft  eggs, 
or  if  a  considerable  quantity  of  white  8ul>> 
stance  (lime)  is  not  observable  in  thdr 
duuff,  or  if  chickens  are  weak  and  ricketty 
in  their  legs. 

I  wish  to  ask  what  is  the  best  way  of 
giving  bones  to  fowls  ?    Chemists  innna 
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US  that  there  are  froan  six  to,  ten  jfet  cent, 
of  carbonate  of  lime  in  bones ;  so  if  these 
are  bomt,  the  carbonate,  I  suppose,  be- 
comes caustic,  and  would  bum  the  gizzard 
or  stomach  of  a  fowl,  and  moreover,  when 
burnt,  I  find  it  difficult  to  pound  the  bones 
without  leaving  small  shaif  pieces.^ 

Bones,  when  well  brokea  and  mixed 
with  sax^  moistened  with  hot  water,,  in  a 
huge  heap,.£Brment  in  summer ;  but  thisis 
not  convenient  for  evecv  establishment^ 
and  there  may  be  a  difficiiity  in  separatmg 
the  bones  from  the  sand.  FerhiAps  the 
best  way  is  to  purchase  small  quantities  of 
ground  i^petite,  or  the  nhosphate  of  lime 
which  is  found  in  the  chalky  distdfits  of 
Surrey,  &C. 

Potatoes  are  deficient  in  lime,  and  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  we  shall  have,  plenty  of 
diseased  ones  this  vear.  To  nve  them,  or 
much  green  food,  with  advantage  to 
poultry,  lime,  in  some  state,  should  be 
idded.  W.S. 

3rd  July,  1854. 


Colnmbary. 

NO.  VIII.-— FLTINO  TUMBLBIIS. 

Under  this  denomination  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  include  all  the  varieties  of  the 
most  interesting  and  amusing  kind  of 
pigeon  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  The 
fancy  Almond  and  the  hieh-bred  short- 
faced  Tumblers  I  mentioned  briefly  in  my 
last,  referring  those  that  r^uire  a  fuller 
description  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Eaton's  work, 
where  they  will  find  full  particulars  as  to 
their  management,  breeding,  &c.,  as  also 
accounts  of  the  trouble  and  difficulty  of 
rearing  *'  a  little  wonder ;"  but  such  pains 
will,  I  fear,  be  only  bestowed  by  a  few 
enthusiastic  fanciers.  The  varieties  of  this 
breed  that  now  come  under  our  notice  are 
ver^  numerous;  their  soaring  flight  and 
their  aerial  gymnastics  will  call  forth  much 
admiration,  and  are,  I  conceive,  well  cal- 
culated to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  stu- 
dent of  nature.  Tlie  Tumbler  pigeons  are 
well  known  in  most  of  the  countries  of 


Eusope :  in  France  they  are  called  **  VoL- 
tigeurs^'^  or  ^  Culbutants  ;**  in  Germany, 
<*  BurzeV  "  Umschla^er,"  or  "  Ttimmler- 
Tauben  ;'*  their  name  is  derived  from  their 
throwinff  &  summersault  while  flying^ 
which  &ey  sometimes  perform  three  or 
four  times  at  a  single  spring,  clapping  their 
wings  to^[ether  over  their  back^  then  sud- 
den^ bringing  them  down  with  force,  they 
throw  themselves  back  on  their  tuls  and 
roll  over  backwards.  Young  birds  may 
frequently  be  seen  trying  to  tumble,  throw- 
ing themselves  back  on  their  taol^  but 
fearing  to  go  over,  and  some  are  a  long 
time  before  they  overcome  their  fears; 
this  is  called  ^backing."  When  young 
birds  fly  well  and  back  much,  withoi2 
going  over  (a  great  defect),  I  have  found  it 
useful  to  pull  out  the  middle  of  their  tail, 
so  that  the  next  time  they  back  they  often 
fall  over,  and  from  that  learn  to  tumble 
well ;  some  tumble  too  much  at  a  time^ 
and  thereby  lose  the  flight,  or  cause  the 
others  to  come  down  to  them,  which  is  very 
objectionable.  I  have  heard  of  a  new  sort 
(at  least  new  to  me^,  called  rollers,  because 
thejr  roll  along  witn  the  flight,  but  never 
having  seen  them,  cannot  describe  them ; 
perhaps  some  of  the  readers  of  the  **  Poultry 
Chronicle"  may  know  them,  and  oblige  me 
by  a  description.  The  Tumblers  should 
be  kept  in  a  house  by  themselves,  and  only 
let  out  once  a  day  ;  the  best  time  is  in  the 
morning  before  the  sun  is  very  hot,  and 
when  they  have  had  their  fly  they  should 
be  shut  up  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  not 
allowed  to  associate  with  other  pigeons,  or 
the^  will  contract  a  habit  of  low  flving, 
which  would  spoil  them ;  they  should  be 
kept  in  a  commodious  house,  and  in  con- 
stfuit  daily  exercise,  or  they  become  lazy. 
Their  house  should  be  provided  with  plenty 
of  food,  clean  water,  and  grit ;  a  *^  salt  cat 
will  be  found  very  useful,  made  of  old 
mortar,  coarse  sand,  clav,  and  a  little  salt ; 
nor  should  green  meat  be  omitted,  such  as 
lettuce,  cabbage,  &c..  and  an  occasional 
bath  is  very  beneficial. 

They  are  excellent  breeders,  and  do  not 
require  so  much  attention  as  most  fancy 
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pigeons ;  keep  them  clean  and  in  exercise, 
give  them  good  food  and  water,  and  mate- 
rials to  build  with,  and  they  will  do  well. 
Although  their  ^oung  are  small,  they  are 
excellent  in  pies,  and  are  produced  in 
abundance  provided  they  are  not  cramped 
for  room. 

The  Tumbler  should  have  a  nice  round 
head,  a  pearl  eye,  a  short  beak,  a  full  chest, 
and  a  consequential  deportment ;  they 
assimilate  to  the  Almona  short-faced  in 
properties,  but  if  intended  for  the  flying 
fancy,  must  be  stouter  and  of  stronger  con- 
fititutions, — ^in  fact,  not  so  high  bred.  They 
may  be  met  with  of  various  grades  of 
goodness,  like  most  other  fancy  articles : 
their  plumage  is  the  most  varied  of  all 
pigeons ;  there  are  whole  colours,  of  black. 
Blue,  white,  red,  yellow,  or  bufi^,  silver, 
dun,  ash-coloured,  and  kite ;  also  mottles 
of  all  these.  There  are  two  kinds  of  mottles, 
dark  and  light ;  the  dark  have  only  a  few 
feathers  6f  white  about  head  and  shoul- 
ders ;  the  light  mottles  must  liave  the 
whole  of  the  flight  and  tail  dark,  the  rest 
of  the  body  white  interspersed  with  a  few 
coloured  feathers.  Then  there  are  the  pieds ; 
first,  the  magpie  tumbler,  black,  blue,  red 
or  yellow,  with  white  wings,  breasts,  thighs 
and  vent,  evenly  marked  without  one 
coloured  feather,  the  rest  of  the  body  being 
dark  without  any  white.  I  have  also  seen 
reds  and  yellows  with  quite  white  shoul- 
ders like  shields,  and  the  Germans  have 
a  variety  with  white  bodies  but  dark 
heads  and  tails.  Baldhead  Tumblers  are 
very  pretty ;  their  bodies  are  of  various 
colours,  as  black,  blue,  &c.,  from  which 
they  receive  their  name,  as  black  Bald- 
heads,  and  so  forth ;  the  head  must  be 
perfectly  white,  evenly  marked  all  round, 
and  not  **  slobered ;  from  seven  to  ten 
flight-feathers  must  be  white  in  each  wing, 
and  the  tail,  rump,  thighs  and  vent 
must  also  be  quite  white  and  clear  from 
**foul  feathers;*'  the  eyes,  too,  must  b^ 
pearl,  as  a  black  eye  is  a  great  blemish. 
Bearded  Tumblers  are  also  very  interesting 
pigeons :  like  the  foregoing,  *they  are  of 
Tarious  colours,  and  must  have  clean  white 


flights,  tails,  rumps,  thighs,  &c.,  and  pearl 
eyes  ;  their  heads  are  dark  above,'the  upper 
mandible  is  dark,  but  the  lower  should  be 
white,  or  flesh-coloured,  and  under  the 
beak  should  be  a  triangular  white  patch, 
from  which  they  derive  their  name.  The 
Blue-bearded  l^mblers  are  considered  the 
best  flyers,  but  they  are  not  now  often  seen 
of  accurate  markings,  more  attention  being 
paid  to  breed  them  delicate  and  short-faced, 
than  to  maintain  a  clear  beard  and  clean 
thighs  and  rump,  a  fact  I  much  regret.  A 
small,  delicate  bird  with  a  tiny  beak  looks 
well  in  the  show-pen,  but  very  few  of  them 
are  strong  enough  to  take  a  lofty  flight  of 
two  or  iSiree  hours,  oft  rising  above  the 
clouds,  and  frequently  lost  to  sight ;  such 
are  the  delights  of  a  flying  fancier.  I  am 
aware  that  the  head  and  beak  fanciers 
consider  that  everything  else  must  give 
way  before  these  points,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  this  is  quite  right ;  but.  those  gentle- 
men that  admire  the  short-faced  Tumblers 
will,  while  they  enjoy  their  fancy,  allow 
others  to  enjoy  theirs,  and  not  exclude,  as 
some  seem  to  wish,  the  flying  birds  from 
all  exhibitions ;  for  birds  with  such  short 
beaks  that  they  cannot  rear  their  own 
young,  or  so  delicate  that  they  must  not  be 
trusted  out,  are  certainly  not  ntted  for  lofty 
flights  ;  but  s^ood  Tumblers  are  rattier 
scarce,  they  being  either  too  delicate  to  fly, 
or  too  coarse  to  be  admired — a  medium  sort 
is  the  kind  best  adapted  for  good  flyers. 

The  Germans  have  a  large  variety  of 
Tumblers,  which  fly  well  and  tumble  very 
nicely ;  they  are  of  various  colours,  eithtr 
whole  coloured  or  dark  with  white  flight 
and  tails,  often  with  a  small  beard,  and 
their  feet  are  covered  with  very  long  white 
feathers,  many  of  the  feathers  on  the  toes 
measuring  four  or  five  inches  in  length.  I 
kept  a  flight  of  them  when  in  Germany, 
and  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  them 
excellent  high  flyers,  and  very  prolific ;  bul^ 
to  my  great  discomfiture,  when  I  had  got 
them  almost  to  perfection  in  flying,  a  large 
hawk  made  daily  descent  upon  them,  and  so 
reduced  their  numbers  that  I  was  obliged  to 
leave  ofi^  flying  them.    These  rough-footed 
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Tumblers  I  found  yery  plentiful  in  and 
about  Coblenz,  on  the  lUiine ;  in  other  parts 
of  Germany  they  have  many  dean-footed 
Tun^blers  of  various  colours,  as  magpies^ 
helmets,  and  beards,  but  their  beards  have 
only  a  white  beard  and  flight  feathers,  the 
rest  of  the  body  being  dark,  of  various 
colours.  B.  P.  B. 

Always  keep  a  Diary  of  Poultry 
Hatters. 

I  AM  scarcely  aware  of  any  plan  so 
worthy  of  recommendation  to  a  poultry 
amateur,  as  keeping  a  diary  of  passing 
events ;  besides,  I  feel  well-assured  that  by 
so  doing,  a  multiplicity  of  advantages  may 
very  easily  be  obtained,  and  the  present 
trouble  most  amply  compensated,  by  the 
e3n>eriences  laid  down  and  thus  irrevo- 
cably impressed  upon  the  mind.  The 
fjAults  of  past  days  are  here  at  once  made 
palpable  and  apparent — the  benefits  by 
dififerent  remedial  modes  of  treatment  to 
poultry,  whose  misfortune  it  has  been  to 
nave  suffered  from  ill-health,  is  aldo  tan* 
gibly  recorded,  and  can  (with  incalculable 
advantages)  he  referred  to  at  pleasure ; 
hence  it  is,  I  advise  all  amateurs  to  adopt 
a  plan  that  is  at  the  same  time  so  satis- 
factory and  interesting.  Allow  me  then 
to  note  down  a  few  advantages,  by  stating 
the  best  mode  of  carrying  out  the  plan  X 
propose,  as  these  remarks  are  directed  more 
lai-ticularly  to  those  who  are  keeping  fancy 
poultry  exclusively,  and  to  whom  one  false 
st^  may  afterwards  cause  much  vexatious 
los&  and  disappointment. 

l£  the  first  place,  as  a  commencement  of 
such  labours  (if  you  can  ascertain  it),  insert 
in  your  diary  the  pedigree  of  your  brood 
stock,  as  this  will  be  of  incalculable  ser- 
vice i^hen,  in  a  few  years'  time,  "  change 
of  blcod "  becomes  indispensable.  If 
adopted  no  doubts  will  then  arise  as  to 
this  ever-necessary  (and  not-to-be-forgot- 
ten) management  being  thoroughly  *'  carried 
out ;"  foi  unless  you  can  depend  on  your 
parent-fovls  (at  the  onset)  as  being  of 
different  sttains,  deterioration  will,  without 


doubt,  annually  ensue,  and  every  genera* 
tion  with  more  rapid  strides  than  the  year 
preceding.  In  the  next  place,  it  will  be 
advisable  to  make  entries  of  the  time  when 
each  fowl  begins  to  lay,  and  not  less  so 
to  record  also  the  date  when  her  first  laid 
eggs  proved  prolific;  for  experience  will 
convince  most  amateurs,  that  with  fancy 
poultry,  in  comparatively  close  confine- 
ment, the  first  produced  eggs  in  the  season 
are  not  unfrequently  altogether  useless  for 
the  production  of  chickens,  more  especially 
if  the  spring  prove  severe  and  changeable. 
Comparisons  of  your  entries  will  add  to 
}rour  experience, .  and  the  data  just  men- 
tioned will  not  prove  the  least  deserving  in 
your  catalogue  of  results.  Never  set  a  hen 
without  stating  in  your  note-book  the  time 
of  so  doing ;  it  will  keep  you  in  close  re- 
membrance of  the  period  when  your 
chickens  may  be  expected,  and  if  notice  is 
taken,  will  also  point  out  to  you  the  indi- 
vidual hens  it  is  the  most  advisable  to  trust 
to  as  mothers  in  future  seasons, — in  short, 
this  tends  strongly  to  prevent  disappoint- 
ment, while  an  occasional  reference  to  your 
diary  will  call  to  mind  many  incidents, 
otherwise  forgotten^  that  in  such  cases  are 
more  than  generally  advantageous,  where 
any  doubts  are  existent,  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  present  selections. 

When  hatched,  it  will  be  well  to  make 
record  of  the  proportion  of  chickens  pro- 
duced to  the  eggs  mcubated ;  and  not  less 
so,  to  note  down  the  reasons  of  deaths  to  all 
the  chickens  where  mishaps  take  place,  a 
feature  that  will  prevent  such  causes  being 
inadvertently  repeated  more  than  anv 
other  plan  of  which  I  am  aware,  by  guard- 
ing the  owner  against  approaching  misad- 
venture. Here  too  a  very  valuable  fund 
of  information  may  be  attained  as  to 
the  relative  well-doing  (or  otherwise)  of 
chickens  subjected  to  different  modes  of 
treatment,  and  when  the  results  are  thus 
committed  to  paper,  it  directly  refreshes 
the  memory,  and  we  test,  with  but  little 
trouble,  whether  the  proportions  are  some- 
what alike  to  each  other ;  or  on  the  other 
hand,  consequences  ensue  that  should  be 
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xi^dhr  and  oBniaUj  raavded  AffMMt  by 
A  dinBraat  mode  of  laediogf.  wliai  sa 
BoddMit  hnmeiu  likemw  to  siqf  m^mr 
dultiird  of  weold  ifcock,  «n  entrftoth* 
ofieet  made  immediately  sromes  attentien 
to  I3ie  oanies  tiiat  prodaoed  deatii,  and  b« 
moet  ^ralsable  lefaenoe  in  i^ttme  eeamma'; 
It  i»Mveiite»  too,  tiseimoeitaiiittr^at  aat 
oasMdonaf  1 


unaeqiieiidf  takes  poewwiion  el  the  nmid 
if  left  esfdnBiFelj  to  mental  wwiiiiiwwieea. 
To  an  obeenrant  indl^dna!,  many  othar 
irfmilar entries  wiU itt ouDe  h^dtmm,  aU 

ri%  tending  to  gmde  ihe  anuitenr  in 
fotuK  line  of  condoo^  and 
tlie  beet  poHlble  liekpi  to 


Itmi^  Iw  toged,  bowever.  Hut  eooh  a 
plan  eutaiisfmooh  additiowu  troable;  it 
may  pesBtyy  be  a  trifling  one  at  ihemrst^ 
but  nothing  oan  be  more  easy  than  to 
midce  tlie  neoeseaiy  entries  some  time  ar 
otiMrdailjr;  let  it  be  done  as  Mefty  as  yon 
please,  it  bung  only  neoessary  it  aloala  be 
afterwards  oidezstood  by  yowHMlf,  and  m 
a  veiy  riiort  tiflie  t^e  advaatages  wfll  orove 
themsdTCB  aaeh,  tkat  I  am  save  akocity  of 
fishing  will  aerer  again  oievent  its  oon- 
tinoanoe.  I  have  myself  Inr  yeam  Imd  tlie 
pleasose  of  lieinff  ame  at  oace,  in  all  enidi 
eaees  as  those  aesosibed,  to  refer  to  my 
diary,  and  I  enjoy  tiie  aeqoaintanee  of 
many  other  extensile  bieedeni,  vHio,  at  my 
sQggestion,  have  also  adopted  the  same 
pum;  an  tliese  parties  axe  eoneorrenrt, 
^that  it  has  alreaay  sairedthem  nnmeroas 
losses,"  and  also  state,  ^that  nothing 
dionld  present  thdr  oontinoing-sach  daily 
entries  Imt  the  comfdete  disposal  of  aU 
their  bxeediagHitook,  for  that  its  benefits 
are  ineaknlable." 

These  are  not  selitaiy  qnotations,  for  I 
am  from  time  to  time  ^xtt  in  possession' 
of  fresh  proofs  of  Ihe  wisdom  of  thk  ar- 
rangement, and  not  nnfreqnently  have 
the  lives  6(  favourite  and  valuable  birds 
been  saved,  by  a  ringle  rderence  to 
such  a  diMy,  together  with  the  ex- 
pression of  sinoere  thanks  for  aUowing  its 
perusal.  Finding,  therefore,  the  **  Poultry 
Clironiole  "  has  now  gained  so  eEEtensive  a 


oiimitaftieii,Iam  deeiwnis4»adyise,'thiwi||k 
its^laanBi  those  to  qiiiiem  the  writer 
be'ttttedyuiiliiiawii';  and  if  by  eo 
am  «Ue  to  pmvwt  disi^p^tment, 
tian,  or  Mgret»  to^ewon  «  eins^ 
fdio  has  nevar  9«t*entertaiBe3  the  satgeot 
itew  btfoce  fate,  w<««9edt<isattained,  and 
the^great  desire  for  practical  utililyfittiflt 
has  throughout  peivailed  the  columns  of 
yonr  -ezeellent  peaiedical  will  (thoogh 
perchance  but  triJBiigly)  be  somewmit 
advanced.  £.  G, 


JL  XonSaf  atJb.lt«vaura. 


Ws  entered  16r,  fllmiuau'B  laige 
en  Tuesdmr,  the  4th  writairt,  hi  tone  %i 
see  seven!  lots  of  ▼wypretty  C^oebfai 
oiudken^  the  pi-epertji  of  T,  Kder,  Ba^ 
some  of  wUchhadtuEenthesectmdprms 
at  Plffniii|g]HnL  either  sold  or  passed  mt 
ds.jwr|MKr.  liNBewwefeUewed  by^wa 
hens  (loto  4B  and  99)  wfateh  shared  Urn 
same  €ate^  and  lot  4B,  a  reaSy  beautlM 
hen,  was  knocked  down  for  ids.  Tbsae 
wexe  HTOOoseded  by  a  mmdMr  of  Jheavy 
mwli^ 


eolomed  young  i 


which  oaoh  per- 


fonned  its  nnmd  in.  tiffn,  and  was  paand 
over  the  pkrifform ;  we  were  not  told  that 
no  sales  were  •efieoted,  but  «ueh  appeared 
to  be  the  ease,  and  'tiie  same  with  soma 
pretty  colowed  birds  <^  Mr.  SpssiiaBfB 
strain. 

Afterwards  followed  some  veiy  aoed 
DorkingB  from  lbs.  €reoige,  among  vraiA 
the  three  fow|i  vidiieh  won  the  fimt  piias 
at  Beigate  were  sold  ^r  16b.,  10s.,  and 
As. :  they  had  been  puidufted  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Boyes,  at  £kO  each.  A  very  Isrge 
DcHrking  cock  was  sold  for  £2.  2s.,  s  hoi 
£1,  Ob.  a  pair  of  very  fine  chicken*  18s., 
three  ditto  lis.  A  small  number  cf  lots^ 
which  sold  at  lower  prices,  passed  on  the 
expectant  pnrchasen  to  Bmhmas  of  varions 
ages  from  ^an  amateur  in  Middlesex,'' 
and  from  Mr.  <3rilbert'e  collection.  Hen 
we  had  Brahma  cocks  and  hens,  iW>m  5e.  to 
1€8.  each ;  some  Cochin  hens  claimed  at  the 
starting  price,  6s.  eadi  or  per  couple;  some 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB  POUIiTRY  OHBONICUS. 


mN*«    AwioMe  ^Mideaewpt  ywy  OociMm 

:0L«  ^  VvvofMBtsoDf  "very  pvriftfyOeoiiiii 
fniMB  «t  lel  mr  firi^  «nd«  mmkI  amnr 
«lfidke  w  «nd  tamh  st  ialwiit  fiWwk«h>lK 
wmt^Btmnem.  Aigaodnplnle-tfaeeASpflaiih 
HMclBBMi^ff  iiuit  9WB9  m  taher  «f  wvenl 


Jl  jnmiber  4if  \ 

*MfmiAmemi»li  stpnoes 

awtonguur  td  Ifnu  Gumon,  cf  Jfuiow, 
Btt^nghmrfiim,  we  to  the  jwmm  of  Mi. 
wkd  i£l,  2iL  nso%e»9nfy ;  Mad  thb  teaab^ 
4der  'Of  flHit  M|r^  ofaBdEeni  wen  flold,  or 
ip— led,  at  <e.^each.  AfindmalisiiaDda 
-^Mdc,  MiwMJiiy  to  Ms.  Eexy  wera  £2.  2b. 
'WBJh,  and  toe  wminiHtor  aimikr  im  |H»oe 
te  linn  elmidy  qneted. 

A.  (BomqMnideiit  hn  expveMed  a  vHah 
JorxepoftB  ef  thevalea;  IM  wJiflefrioee 
W»  theie  tneiitieMd  above  01^  are 
realized  at  them,  it  would  vmelr  benefit 
jMUteanlNit  Bttfeaf  we  wa»  to  be«t  the 
•eotpenee  «Bd  trouble  ef  baTiiig  a  lepoiter 
i&  wgahar  attendanee.  Apetaon  anadoas 
tatdl^oseof  faiafDwla^goeeto  tiiO'ezpeBae 
vimrndxagtAmm  e,2Q,'d0^orM  mSUSyae 
In  ifiie  {meentiBstanoe,  with  tbe*ecrtaiBi^ 
of  the  expenaee  'of  the  jovmegr  «ene  way, 
of  tiioeeox  the  wietion.inid,1^pnjrbabUity 
of  having  the*  eirtra  aunnee  of  the  xetnzn 
of  :a  postion  of  the  loia:  if  only  one  ortfro 
bffds  sell  pm«^  weU,  and  the  net  jit«B. 
oach  or  per  ft&r^  what  sncphie  is  there  in 
this  (except  a  oiir^ne  os  trouble)  over 
(flendiagte  IieadenfaaU  or  some  other  mar- 
ket? We  to  the  full  extent  oonour  with 
Mr.  Stevens  an  his  often-sepeated  opinion, 
that  f owhp  whtoh  will  not  faring  te.  eacn 
ahonld  not  be  put  iq>  at  auction ;  and  it  is 
80  difficult  to  judge  a  bad  under  tiiese 
ohrcomstanees,  that  few  persons,  at  Ihe 
Diesent  time,  seem  disposed  to  ofo  even  a 
fair  price  at  an  auction. 


ffliooting  a  Bog. 

Mb.  Hsntr  Spssbl  of  Baws'^des-Fta, 

appeared  before  the  Court  charged  with 

hsMuK,  on   Tuesday  Jadt,  shot  at  and 

wouB%d  a   dog    beloi^||ing  to  Coload 

flludgOB. 

Mr.  Smed»— The  ^Inxgo  is  perfatly 
true,  ^^e  Atg  oamo  tnspaasni^  on  my 
groattd,and,«s  it  was  a  lasgejumuJ,  aaid 
was  chasing  mr  fowls  albout  liw  yard,  and 
I  held  a  gun  m  my  hands  at  las  tim^  I 
shot  the  ^. 

<3eionel  Bndgen  and  the  witamses  m- 
siding  near  Mr.  Speed's  house  were  heaad 
in  snppert«f  the  cnaige.  Iliey  heard  the 
vepert  of  4ihe  gun,  and  saw  <ne  <dog  afikflv> 
wards  lyteg  InHhe  road,  hat  they  did  not 
actually  see  Mr.  Speed  idioot  the  animaL 
-One  c«r  thewitneans  added,  tiiat  it  was  a 
<oenslant  piaolioewith  Mr.  ^eed  to  shoot 
degs;  l9Ha  he  himself  kcnt  one  that  at- 
traoted  the  Others,  4md  that  this  ofoed 
him  ftoqveift  ^portmities  of  giatifyiBg 
his  fvopensity  for  dogHBhooting.  ^  He  has 
kyiedfnkie  intfae  same  way  I  ''exdaimod 
•AewvitBesB. 

Anoflier  witness  i^peaied  on  Ihe  part 
of  Mr.  Stoeed.  Ske  was  a  neighbour,  mid 
deposed  that  iftie  saw  Mr.  ^wed  shoot  the 
de^  after  haraig  made  several  ineifeGtual 
attod^pts  to  im9  it  away  from  Ms 
pvemiaH^  where  it  was  lunning  after  the 

Tlie  Jute  said  that,  according  to 
Colonel  Budgen's  evidence,  the  dog  wore 
a  collar  on  which  the  proprietor's  nauM 
was  engiaved;  this  einmmstance  oiFered 
Mr.  S|Med  an  opportunity  of  lodging  a 
complaint  with  the  police  against  the 
master  of  the  dog^  if  tne  animal  did  any 
in;foaPf  ;  but  he  coftoinly  was  not  justified 
in  tflsi^g  the  law  into  ms  own  hand,  and 
shooting  the  dog.  He  (the  Judge)  should 
therefine  fine  Mr.  Speed  10s. 

The  fine  was  paid,  and  the  parties  left 
the  court^r-^evnapr  Pap&r, 

A  ani^MV  old  writer  defines  ^otism  to 
be  **  snffinring  the  private  /to  be  too  mudi 
in  the  pnfalic  ^rv." 
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The  Family  of  Swallowi. 

Thb  swallow  is  a  social  bird,  parti- 
cularly the  bam  swallow,  to  which  our 
farmers  are  so  much  attached,  that  they 
have  many  contriyances  for  enticing  them 
to  build  near  their  houses^  and  scarcely  a 
bam  to  which  they  can  find  access  is 
without  them.  Wilson  says  that  "  in  the 
woods  they  are  never  met  with ;  but  as 
you  approach  a  farm  they  soon  catch 
the  eye,  cutting  their  gambols  in  the 
air." 

Some  swallows  build  their  nests  five  or 
six  feet  down  the  chimney,  without  any  ro- 

Sird  to  the  smoke  which. issues  from  it. 
thers  prefer  the  shafts  of  old  wells,  or 
even  of  coal-pits,  where  men  are  con- 
stantly passing  and  repassing.  A  pair  has 
been  Known  to  build  on  the  spring  of  a 
beU,  and  although  the  frequent  concussions 
prevented  their  hatch  horn  succeeding, 
they  did  not  quit  their  musical  mansion 
until  the  end  of  the  season.  Bigley  knew 
of  a  pair  which  built  for  two  successive 
years  upon  the  handles  of  an  old  pair  of 
garden  shears,  which  were  stuck  into  the 
side  of  a  shed  ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  an 
uncommon  occurence  for  a  New  £ngland 
fiirmer,  who  has  allowed  his  coat  to  nang 
in  an  out-house  for  a  few  days,  to  find,  upon 
putting  it  on  again,  that  these  confiding 
little  creatures  have  constructed  for  them- 
selves a  snug  home  in  one  of  its  sleeves  or 
pockets. 

But  a  still  more  curious  fancy  must 
have  actuated  another  pair  of  swallows, 
which  are  recorded  by  Mr.  Rennie 
to  have  built  their  habitation  on  the 
body  of  a  dead  owl,  which  was  suspended 
by  a  string  from  the  rafter  of  a  barn.  The 
owl  was  taken  down  and  deposited  in  a 
museum  as  a  curositv,  and  a  large  shell 
was  hung  up  in  its  place.  The  following 
year  a  nest  was  built  in  the  shell. 

The  swallow  which  builds  its  nest  under 
our  windows  may  be  ranked  among  the 
mason  birds.  He  brings  a  little  mud, 
which  he  sticks  to  the  wall,  probably  by 


the  asristance  of  some  salivary  fluid-Has 
the  bird  is  known  to  possess  lai^  salivary 
glands.  Like  every  good  architect,  he 
takes  great  pains  to  ensure  a  solid,  durable 
foundation  to  hb  structure,  by  plastering 
the  materials  firmly  into  the  face  of  the 
waU  with  the  lower  part  of  his  bill ;  and, 
like  a  prudent  workman,  in  order  that  the 
weiffht  of  the  upper  portion  may  not  cause 
the  lower  part  to  give  way  while  it  is  new 
and  soft^  he  has  prudence  and  forbearance 
enough  to  build  only  half  an  inch  a  day—- 
thus  giving  the  lower  part  an  opportunity 
to  hardeh  before  it  is  required  to  sustain  a 
weight.  He  works  only  in  the  morning, 
devoting  the  remainder  of  the  day  to  food 
and  amusement.  Thus  in  ten  or  twelve 
days  a  snug  nest  is  completed,  with  a 
small  aperture  at  the  top.  It  is  lined  iib- 
side  with  some  soft  substance,  such  as 
grass,  feathers,  or  wool.  The  outside  is 
rough,  and  covered  with  knobs  and  pro- 
tuberances. A  single  nest,  in  a  sheltered 
location,  will  often  serve  for  several  seasons. 
Those  who  have  a  ready-finished  house  to 
dwell  in,  generally  get  tne  start  in  hatching 
of  those  that  build  new,  by  some  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  many  social 
virtues  and  excellent  qualities  of  the 
swallow,  there  are  doubtless  many  of  our 
readers  who  dislike  their  familiarities,  and 
would  gladly  dispense  with  their  company, 
and  particularly  with  the  nests  whidi 
they  build  so  unceremoniously  under 
eaves,  in  windows,  or  wherever  their  ca- 
pricious fancy  dictates.  We  say  capricious, 
for  they  often  begin  many  edifices  and 
leave  them  unfinished  before  tiiey  settle 
finally  upon  a  location.  To  such  of  our 
readers  we  would  observe,  that  if  they  are 
desirous  of  preventing  swallows  from 
building  about  their  houses,  they  need 
only  rub  the  forbidden  places  thoroughly 
with  oil  and  soft  soap,  which  will  render 
it  impossible  for  the  bird  to  make  the  clay 
adhere  to  the  wall.  Once  foiled,  the 
swallow  will  not  try  the  same  place  again 
for  years.— ^(M^ofi  Journal. 
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Wit  Qniat'i  f  itttr-§ff3f* 


FASNINOHAlf  SHOW. 

Weymonth,  July  3, 1854. 
DiAR  Stb,— As  I  did  not  eihibit  at  the 
late  Farninghain  Poiiltry  Exhibition,  I  shall  be 
obliged  by  your  oonectinc  an  error  which  ap- 
peared in  your  eicellent  little  work,  namely, 
that  I  was  "one  of  the  unsuccessfuls/'— Tours 
troly,  F.  C.  Steggall. 


OIZZA&D,  XTC. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  "  W.  8." 
I  refer  him  to  Rector  Stanley's  (Alderley, 
Cheshire)  two  Tolumes  on  birds.  If  the  fowls 
of "  W.  S."  are  confined,  he  cannot  do  better 
than  purchase  two  riddles,  one  one-eighth  of  an 
inch,  and  the  other  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  mesh, 
reserving  what  passes  through  the  one-eighth  for 
dust-bath,  and  retaining  all  that  passes  throneh 
the  quarter  inch  for  gravel  for  his  fowls,— the 
coarser  left  in  the  quarter  inch  will  come  in  for 
gravel  walks.  I  have  dissected  three  male  birds 
lately,  and  found  in  the  first,— 

A  Black  Spanish,  3  yrs.  old  (death,  apo- 
plexy), 198  pebbles  (as  sample). 
The  gizzard  of  this  fowl  was  homy,   dark- 
colonred,  and  constricted ;  fluted  inside  the  same, 
like  a  cofifoe-mill. 

Cochin  China  cockerel,  age  5  months. 
Pieces  of  coal          ..        ..     48 
Pieces  of  glass         ..        ..       4 
Pebbles         253 

305 
The  gizzard  of  this  bird  was  not  constricted, 
and  was  as  yellow  as  a  marygold  flower,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  fed  on  yellow  maize. 
Black  Spanish  cockerel.    * 
Pieces  of  glass         ..        ..150 
Pebbles         126 

276 
This  bird,  like  the  latter,  wasfedchiefly  on  maize; 
and  it  is  quite  obvious,  that  if  the  food  be  of  a 
harder  nature,  harder  substances  are  swallowed 
after  taking  it  in  order  to  grind  it  down ;  indeed, 
if  the  bird  has  only  hard  water  to  drink,  1  ques- 
tion whether  maize  can  be  ground  down  in  the 
gizzard :  I  have  seen  it  voided  whole  in  such 
cases.  A  very  small  portion  of  unslaked  lime 
thrown  into  their  water  is  an  excellent  plan  when 
good  rain  water  cannot  be  procured  for  them. 


Am  regards  Thict  Cantharides,  I  have  tried  it, 
b«t  oonld  never  cause  them  to  lay  with  it.  If  any 
land  of  flesh  containing  albumen  be  given  to 
them,  in  small  portions,  daily,  you  may  rely  upon 
having  plenty  of  eggs,  if  yon  have  a  good  male 
bird,  amd  well  fed. 

To  "  A  Now  Correspondent,"  p.  416.— Always 

fnrchase  sound  food,  however  eoarae  the  sample, 
t  is  not  wise  to  purchase  "  barley  meal,  Indian 
meal,  &c.,''  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact;  that  they 
are,  in  general,  a  compost  either  of  heated  or 
highly-damaged  grain,  which,  if  from  salt  water, 
is  at  once  poisonous.  Have  a  small  mill  of  your 
own,  and  grind  it  yourself  with  one  hand,— it 
will  open  the  chest,  and  give  an  appetite,  beating 
the  dumb  bell  system  into  the  shaae. 
Hacelesfield.  J.  L. 


HIGH  CONDITION  IN  FOWLS. 

Mb.  Editor, — ^What  is  it  that  is  given  to 
fowb  to  throw  them  into  that  beautiful  condi- 
tion so  often  noticeable  at  the  shows?  — the 
plumage  wears  a  beautiful  metallic  lustre  and 
gloss,  the  combs  are  of  a  coral  redness,  and  the 
general  appearance  indicative  of  a  splendid  state 
of  health,  caused  by  something  more  than  mere 
ordinary  food.  It  was  given  in  this  J9umal,  as 
an  extract  from  the  '*  Pentalogne,"  that  if  linseed 
was  boiled  in  water,  and  it  and  the  water  given 
mixed  with  meal,  it  would  produce  this  efiect, 
but  I  was  unsuccessful  with  the  experiment ;  that 
beer  will  produce  it  to  a  certain  extent  I  am  quite 
aware,  but  as  this  is  a  stimulant,  very  pernicious 
in  its  after  results,  particularly  to  chickens,  I  do 
not  think  that  this  can  be  the  article  used ;  and 
as  I  am  very  anxious  to  make  my  own  fowls  wear 
the  same  charming  appearance,  I  should  be  glad 
to  be  informed  how  it  is  done,  and  in  return  I 
will  communicate  a  secret  or  two  equally  valuable. 

4e  *  * 

P.S.  Washing  a  cock's  head  and  comb  with 
salt  and  water  will  make  it  very  red  and  healthy- 
looking  for  a  time,  but  it  soon  wears  off.  Is  it 
done  by  linseed  oil  ?— I  think  this  is  it.  Beer  is 
a  good  thing  for  the  time,  but  when  withdrawn 
it  ruins  the  burds. 


VITALITY  OF  EGGS. 

A  Dorking  hen  deserted  her  twelve  eggs  on 
June  4th,  all  day  and  night,  and  on  the  5th  she 
only  went  occasionally  to  the  nest  for  about  five  to 
ten  minutes,  but  not  sitting. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  June,  I  took  the 
eggs  (stone  cold,  and  had  been  so  from  the  4th), 
and  divided  them,  t.  e,,  six  under  two  hens  whose 
eggs  were  due  on  the  7th.  The  result  is,  that 
every  egg  is  hatched,  and  the  chickens  strong 
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aad  iiMnthy.  I  cut  tnuf  iMribslo^  thofi^  ftlMraon 
of  Titality  to  haviiig  pot  two  to  tlurao  inolMt  of 
land  and  foil  (riddled  fine)  iiBdIv  the  natt,  which 
nrast  have  TOtaioed  »  bottoan  haat  i  have  had- 
amwlar  watSoitumBf  and  alwaya  loat  evwy  chtoK'» 
throoah  not  having  soil  and  aaod  midBr  tfa*  neafe 
for  a  romidation.  J.  L» 

Maodtofield,  7lik  Jwie^  18S4C 


A  Fact  for  thb  Rbabbss  of  Fqvmibi, 
— ^Mr.  Ptin^y  steward  to  Sw  Capon^  Esqk, 
Framlinghainy  had,  aome  few  weeks  BacK, 
a  cock  turkey^  or,  as  they  are  called  ia 
Suffolk,  a  gobble^cock,  determined  to  nt 
upon  some  eggs  which  were  left  in  a  nest. 
The  steward^by  wav  of  experiment^  placed 
under  him  25  ducks'  em,  which,  so  de- 
lighted hkn  that  for  seyeral  days  he  refused 
te^  eome  off  after  his  food*  After  sitting 
29iday[^hehatehedoQt  2&dudi8»  Ahen 
and  a  duek  hatched  out  at  the  tana  timo 
9D  between  tiiem.  As  the  sobbto's  serfiees 
were  now  required'  in  anotner  direetibn,  it 
W8A  thought  advisable  to  commit  his  young 
family,  t^ldiar  with  those  of  the  han^  to 
th&  care  m  the  duck.  They  are-,  now  all 
aliye,  three  weeks  old>  60  in  nnmber, 
marching  about  with  ihe  old  duck. 

Habits  ov  tks  Fox.p-A  neighbour  of 
ours  possessed  a  larae  nnmbor  of  fine, 
toifkeysy  which  uanaDy  roosted  en  the 
branches  of  some^  tali  Scotch  in,  inmo*- 
diately  adjoining  the  &rm-yard.  Reynard 
had  an  e^e  to  these,  and  paid  them  seyeral 
vbits  duiine  the  moonlight  nig^its,  unaue- 
cessfnlly :.  wey  were  perched  too  high  for 
him  to  reach  them,  and,  therefore,  he  had 
to  resort  to  stratagem,  for  stratagem  is  the 
fox's  stalking-horse.  Now,  how  was  this 
to  be  practised  ?  Well,  he  first  scratched 
the  ground  beneath  the  tree  with  his  fore- 
feet, and  then  the  base  of  the  tree  itself,  in 
order  to  draw  their  attention,  at  the  same 
time  looking  up,  to  mark  eyery  movement. 
He  then  ran  round  ihe  tree  in  rapid  rings. 
Hie  turkeys,  aware  of  their  dang^,  fol- 
lowed Ids  quick  movements  with  their  nces 
and  became  confosed  and  dizzy.  One  fine 
bu*d  fell  plump  upon  the  ground,  and  was 
instantly  killc^l,  according  to  the  authority 


of  the  shepherd,  wlio  was  watching  the  pro- 
ceedings Ths  Ike  sdbene  was  xopeated, 
and  down  came  another,  which  shared  the 
same  fate.  Both  were  borne  off  to  the 
earth8.---^SjpoftAy  ifa^NOflj^ 

BaeiPB  won  m  WasBi^-A  superior  and 
cheap  yeliftw  wash  for  ekfaer  pouUsy 
lumses  or  oiith«iIdlag%  and  quite  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  not  aftsorhfaig^  nnsA 
heat  ana  keeping  an  equal  tenyerature  ; 
can  be  made  by  slaking  lime  in  boiling 
water,  adding  clay  previously  well  boile^ 
and  either  some  stale  egge  or  the  serum  <n 
ox  blood  ;  the  hotter  setv  as  hard  as  horn 
if  properly  manag^Bd. 

Akxbzcait  Rn»iFT  fob  a  GblCXSH 
Pxsu— ^oini  the  ohifikflwy  whidi  should 
be  yowg  and  te■da^— heil  them  in  juet 
rndtaoA  watsr  to^  eovei  iilen.  When 
neaiiT  tsndei^  titettem  enfr^tbe  liquor, 
and  lay  than  bk  a  deep  podding-di^ 
lined  wUh  pie-cnirt;1  To  eadi  layer  of 
chicfiMn,  puithnee  or  four  sfiees  of  pork- 
add  a  little  of  the  liquor  i&  whicia  they 
wave  boiled,  and.  a.  eousle  of  ^ancea  of 
butter,  cut  into  small  pteose^-eprinkle  a 
little  flouar  over  the  whole,,  coyer  it  with 
nice  pioNcrast^.  and!  oaatament  tho  top  with 
some  of  3rour  pastry.  Bake  i*  in  a  qaiek 
oven  OB 


R*  0,—Am  we  have  the  pleasure  of  numbering 


ooflneapondeBti  two^aantlemen  who 
malcelifle  of  theie  uiitialB»  to  avoid  I2ie  conflisioa 
which  nught  occur,  we  will,  with  their  permis- 
sion, add  to  them  respectively  in  fhtmre,  **ot 
Donetihire/'  and  "  of  Cmnberiaod.''' 

W.  W.,  W.  €.  ofB >  md  Mr.  fit— We 

are  very  mnch-  obliged  for-  the  aohedalto  and 
other  information  so  kindly  forwarded  to  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle." 

VT.  Sf.^We  are  mnch  obliged  for  havinc-eur 
attention  dtawn  to  the  ftct,  that  aDethero?  oar 
correspondents  has  the  same  signaten.  We- will 
for  tile  fotnre  make  an  admoir  to  the  aeooBd^ 
which  will  obviate  confoafan,  and  win  make-lliis 
dbar  in  the  index  when  the  timnhallairive. 

A  Otrrupondmt  writes,  <*  J.  C.  haa  not  vet 
given  OS  his  plan  of  foeding  his  duchens*"  Ae 
same  correspondent  has  qnite  mistaken  oer- 
meaning,  when  he  says,  *'  I  am  glMl  yon  do  not 
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iqihold  thA  pe»-oomb  for  Bnhmas."  Our  mesn- 
inr  ia^  tha^  ne  iliiwkim  partiaUtar»  and  do  not 
i^iidd  our  owit  •piniona  wt  toe  expanse  of 
ihntting  onfc  thoae  of  oar  oofiMpondenta.  We 
belia? a  the  pea-eomb  to  be  the  true  oharaeteristic 
of  the  Brahma  fowl ;  but  the  repetition  of  this  in 
the  *'PoiiItrf  Chronide'*  &  not  a  mere  repe- 
titiim  of  our  own  ideiw.  but  hat  oocnrrad  because 
the  largest  number  ofonr  oonenondantaand  oen- 
tributors  advocate  the  pea-comb. 

I^Lioe  and  Umrfw-Ym  "  Ure  and  Learn  " 
oblica:iia  with  hia  addresii 


Poultry  Harket,  leadenhalL 

Tun  is  UttiealUnwIton  in  tile  market  during 
tiw  post  week»  aathe  soppljr  is  only  j«st  eqnalto 
thadaamid*  Theappreairhing  terminalaon  oj  the 
Waatend  season  is  visiblo  i&the  dnrreasiny  sala 
ofjbe  trstqaaUtiea  of  podtry.  Laq^  fowls  aaa 
^  scasoa*  asa  flssHn  aottant  aftsr* 
Fowls  ..Ts.  Od.  t»  9s.  (ML  each. 
..4a.  Od. 
3a.  Od. 


atia 


p  do» 

CMcksna  .. 
Green  Greese 
Diieluii^^ .» 
Plaeons 
BabUla  .. 
Do.    Vmd' 


6s.  Od. 

_-    38.6dv 

..5s.   6d.    to    6s.6d. 


.3b^  6d. 
.Is.  Od. 
.Isi^  6d. 
.OkUM. 
.40.  Od. 


4s.  Od; 
Uld» 
ls.8di. 
ls.Od. 
5s.  Od. 


NUT  FRJbZE  BUBN08  AYBBAN,  OB 
liASaMKm  DUCKS. 


A* 


N  Amateur  has  for  DISPOSAL  a  DRAKE 
and  two  DUCKS  of  tlie  above  breedt 
FIRST  CLAS8»  and  highpbred  specimens^ 
which  gained  the  First  Prize  at  "  BATH."  Also 
for  SaLB  a  Pen  of  magnifl6ent  and  unusually 
superior  Silver-pendUed  HAMBURG  Chickens, 
which  won  the  fist  prise  at  **  WEST  KBNT/^ 
June  20.— For  pnoe^  dM..  apply  to  Mr.  T.  B. 
FAimaBAD,  "^  "• 


A  SPANISH  COCKBREL^hatehedMay^  1853, 
with  unequalled  foo^  being  perfectly  white 
ovav  the  eye  to  the  base  of  the  comb«  lowest 
price  £10;  Hens,  £2  to  JB5  eadir  and  Chidcens, 
bred  from  them,  £2,  2s.  each;  Brahma  Pootra 
Fowls>  10s.  to  15s. ;  andChickaos^fromSs.  eadi. 
Cochin  China  and  Dosking  Fowls,  Sebright  Gold 
and  Silver-laced  Bantams,  Silver  Pheasants, 
Fteey  Pigeons,  Ae..-— Apply,  by  letter  only, 
indostng  stamp,  to  Timothy  Mason  (late  of 
King's  Cottai^e^,  No.  7,  Upper  Jubilee-stree^ 


FANCY  POULTRY,  PERIODICAL  SALE. 

MB.  J.  C. '  STEVENS  wOl  SELL  by  AUC- 
TION at  his  Great  Room,  38,  Kfaig-stree^ 
Covent-garden,  on  TUESDAY,  July  18,  at 
Tw^ve  o'clock  precisely,  a  SELECTION  of 
POULTRY,  from  the  yards  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  of 
Guildford;  Mr.  P.  Jones,  jun.,  Fulham;  F. 
Sutton,  Esq.,  Bury  St.  Edmunds;  T.  Shackell, 
Esq.,  Uxbridge;  Plummer,  Bridington;  and 
others;  it  bcludes  COCHINS  of  all  colours. 
Price  Spangled  HAMBURGS,  POLANDS, 
SPANISH,  and  BRAHMAS.- Catalogues  by 
inclosing  a  stamped-<Urected  envelope  to  Mr. 
J.  C.  STKTSN8,  38,  King-street,  Covent-garden. 


FANCY  POULTRY,  to 


M' 


:R.  J.  B.  MAY  will  SELL  by^  AUCTION^ 
.  on  WEDNESDAY^  Ajignst  IS,  1854^  at 
Twelve  for  One  o'dodc  praosaly,  inon  the 
grounds  of  Egypt  House,  Cowes,  Islia  or  Wl^^ 
a  valuable  ooUection  of  about  two  hundred. first* 
dass  FOWLS  andCHICKENS,  the  stock  of 
Mr.  W.  SAUNDERS,  indudlng  some  known 
Birds,  and  eoaqirisingDorkings»BrahaufcPootras, 
Spanish,  Game,  Coohin  Oiina^  White  and 
Coloured,  Golden  and  Silver  Hamburgs,  White 
Spanish,  White  and  Black  Bantams*  Ducks,  and^ 
Rabbits.— Catalogues  will  shortly  be  ready,  and. 
to  be  had  on  application  to  the  AjustioDeerft 
Cowes,  or  Mr.  Saundbbb. 

AU  the  Stock  will  be  eligibla  for  entry  at  th«. 
Southampton  and  subsequent  Shows^ 

N.B.  The  hour  of  Sale  is  fixed  to  allow  of 
parties  coming  and  returning  easily  by  the  varioua 
Steam-boats. 

mWO  First  Priae  SPANISH  PULLETS  for 
1  SALE,  and  a  COCKEREL;  the  €ookerel  is 
a  large,  good-shaped  bird,  witb  white  right  round 
the  eye  and  a  stsud-np  comb :  also  seven  very 
handsome  CHICKENS,  four  months  old.  Some 
of  these  were  shown  in  the  extra  dais  at  Taun- 
ton, and  wwe  noken  very  highly  of— see  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle,"  Jnne^e  28th.  They 
will  all  be  sold  cheap,  as  the  Advertiser  has  not 
room  for  them.— Applv,  inclosing  a  stamped- 
directed  envelope,  to  Danibi.  Paablbt,  Rock- 
cottage,  Stapleton-roadx  Bristol,  where  they  can 
be  seen  at  any  time. 


E 


OYAL  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY'S 
EXHIBITION  at  Lincoln.  StendNo.  44* 
A  new  POULTRY  FOUNTAIN,  exhibited  and 
manufoctured  by^  Wabssn  teAJUf  am.  Melton 
Mowbray.— Desoription»  with  Engraving,  for- 
warded on  application. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


468                         THE   POULTRY  CHRONICLE. 

WILLIAM    DRAY     AND     CO.'S 
fV     PATENT    WIRE      FENCING, 
stroDg  enough  to  keep  out  Sheep,  &c., 
and   close  enough   for    Dogs,    Rabhits^ 
Poultry,  &c.    Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

Ordinary  Wire  Netting,  from  2Jd'  pef 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address    William   Dray   and   Co., 
AGRICULTURAL         IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS,  Swan-lane,  Upper 
Thames-street,  London. 

CHICKENS  OF  1854. 

JOHN  FAIRLIE,  Esq.,  Chevcley-park,  New- 
el  market,  will  be  prepared,  after  the  30th  June, 
to  DISPOSE  of  the  CHICKENS  from  his  well- 
known  Prize  Brahmas,  Cochins,  Dorkings,  Scotch 
Bakies,  Turkeys,  Geese,  and  Ducks. 

TIGGS   from   FIRST   CLASS   and   PRIZE 
Hi    BIRDS.— John  Baily  has  now  for  Sale, 
Dorking,  Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma 
Pootra,  Sebright,  Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Ayles- 
bury Duck  Eggs.    The  above  are  from  carefully 
selected  and  very  superior  birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls 
and  Pheasants,  now  m  general  use.    Box,  36. ; 

]£dly's  R^tered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d.;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d.;  three  quarts, 
136.  6d.    Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Baily,  2s.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— 
The  plamest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the 
day. 

113,  Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square. 

FOR  POULTRY-HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  &  DURABLE  ROOFING. 

nROGGON'S    PATENT     ASPHALTE 
yj    ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious 
to  rain,  snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by 
a  long  and  extensive  experience  in  all  climates. 
Saves  half  the  timber  required  for  slates.    Can 
be  laid  on  with  great  facility  by  farm  servants  or 
unpractised  persons.     Price  One  Penny  per 
Square  Foot.    Croegon's  Patent  NON-CON- 
DUCTING FELT  for  covering  Steam-boilers 
and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  ap- 
plication to  CROGGON  &  CO.,  2,  Dowgate- 
hill,  London,  who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATH- 
ING FELT,  and  INODOROUS   FELT,  for 
Damp  Walls,  and  lining  Iron  Houses  and  Roofs 
generally,  to  equalise  the  temperature. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

mHOMAS  FRICKER,  Game,  Poultry,  Pork, 
1    Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall- 
market,  London. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Aj)yBRTi8EMENT8. 

SixLines.. 38.  Od. 

For  every  additional  Line  ....   Os.  4d. 

Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edi- 
tion, 138.;  half-vearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  38.3d.5 
payable  in  advance  by  post-office  order  to  George 
Clements,  No.  I,  York-street,  Covent- garden, 

addressed.—  Latest   hour   for   Advertisements, 
Twelve  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Wholesale  Agents,  G.  Routledob  &  Co., 
Farringdon-street. 

mANNED  GARDEN  NETTING    for    Pre- 
1     serving    Fruit-trees    from    Frost,    Blight, 
Birds,  &c. ;  also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons, 
Seed-beds, &c.  Prices:—!  vard  wide,  1^.,  2 yards 
wide,  3d.,  and  4  vards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100 
yards,  2  yards  wide,  for  20s.,  sent  carriage-free. 
Orders  by  post,  with  remittance,  punctually  at- 
tended to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  Georoe  Eaton 
&  Co.'s  Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory, 
6  and  7,  Crooked-lane,  London. 

LoKDOK :  Printed  by  Chaslbs  Wtmak,  at  the  Printing  Offloe 

LincolnVinn-fielde,  and   pabliahed  by  Gkorge  CLEXKim, 
1,  York-etreet,  Corent  Qarden.- Wednesday.  July  U.  1S94. 
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1^  The  Editor  respectfiilly  infonns  the  readers  of  the  "  Pottltey  CHBOirrcLE,"  that 
the  printhig  and  publishing  will  henceforth  be  conducted  by  Messrs.  BkjlDbxjky  &  Evans, 
11,  Bouvcrie  Street,  Fleet  Street,  to  whom  all  Orders  and  Advertisenients  must  in  future 
be  addressed,  and  to  whom  Post-Office  Orders  should  be  made  payable. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Uoyal  Agricnltoral  Society  of  England,  at 
Lincoln  this  present  week. 

Yorkshire  Agricnltnral  Society,  at  Ripon, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Baq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.  Entries  close  this  day, 
July  19th. 

Wellington,  Somerset.  ThursdAy  and  Friday, 
3rd  and  4th  of  Angost.  Honorary  Secretary, 
£.  Comer,  Esq.     Entries  close  July  Slst. 

Boyal  Agricultural  Improyement  Society  of 
Ireland's  Show,  at  Armagh,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  9th  and  10th  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, Thomas  Harkness,  Esq.,  Upper  Sackyille- 
street,  DnbHn.  Entries  close  this  day,  July 
19th. 

Cleveland  Agricultural  Society^s  Show,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 
and  18th  of  August.  Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas 
Pairington.  Entries  dose,  Saturday,  August 
5th. 


South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th. 

Eeighley  Agricultural  Show,  including  Poultry, 
Wednesday,  September  6th.  Secretary,  Wade 
Si&ith,  Esq.     Entries  close  August  30th. 

Bury  and  Badcliffe  Agricultural  Society,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  at  Badcliffe,  Friday,  September 
8th.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Cross,  Market-street, 
Bury.     Entries  close  August  28th. 

Malyem,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14&.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McOann,  Ghnham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  close  August  19th. 

South  East  Hants,  at  Fareham,  Tuesday, 
September  19th.  Secretary,  G.  Creed,  Esq.,  and 
J.  James,  Esq.     Entries  close  September  1st. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  in  connexion  with  the 
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Northamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  21st.  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sona,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annua!  Exhibi- 
tion, in  conjunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  2l8t. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  6th,  1864.  Honoraiy 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  T.  Woottonand  J.  D.  Muddi- 
man»  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  The  Schedule 
is  now  ready.   Entries  close  Friday,  September  1. 

South  West  Middlesex  Agricultural  Society,  at 
Southall,  Friday,  October  6th.  Secretary,  Mr. 
John  GK)telee,  Hounslow.  Entries  close  one 
calendar  month  before  the  show. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  31st 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
Thumall,  Mr.  J.  T.  B.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr. 
C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
close  October  1st. 

Cambridgeshire,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  of 
November.  The  Schedule  will  be  ready  July 
20th. 

Norwich  and  Eastern  Counties,  at  Norwich, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  16th  and  16th  of 
November.  Secretary,  C,  Oury,  Esq.  Entries 
close  October  31st. 

Beading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Beading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  6th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  B.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council  Booms,  112,  Gbeat  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.     Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  :  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  16th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Nottinghamshire  Poultry  Association.  The 
Second  Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  South- 
well, Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  l9thaiid  20th 


of  December.  Secretary,  B.  Hawksley,  Jun., 
Esq.     Entries  close  November  21st. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1865. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  close 
January  1st. 

We  shaU  feei  ohUged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mittee$  of  Poultry  Shows  vnU  foAoovx  us  vjUh 
early  impressions  of  the  ScheMes,  These,  amd 
aU  other  comm/imications  for  the  Editor^  to  he 
addressed  to  **Monh  Bams,  ffaswpstead,** 


The  public  taste  is  iu  the  main  a  correct 
one,  and  for  anything  to  become  truly 
popular  it  must  have  within  itseK  the 
elements  of  common  sense.  The  people, 
properly  speaking,  are  uneducated ;  they 
are  therefore  ductile,  and  they  choose  their 
leaders  among  those  who,  had  they  moved 
in  a  higher  sphere,  would  have  been  educated 
and  leaders  among  their  fellows.  But  there 
are  two  educations,  that  of  schools  and 
books,  and  that  of  experience.  The  first 
being  beyond  the  reach  of  the  people,  the 
61ite  among  them  have  used  the  common 
or  rather  superior  sense  they  naturally 
possessed,  and  have  applied  it  to  their 
habits,  tastes  and  diversions.  To  this,  we 
attribute  the  origin  of  poultry  shows,  for 
they  began  with  the  people.  The  labouring 
man  in  London,  of  whatever  trade  or  calling 
he  may  be  a  member,  feels  the  want  of 
relaxation  and  entire  change,  as  a  relief 
from  his  monotonous  work.  The  public- 
house  did  not  satisfy  superior  men,  and 
they  then  chose  a  more  humanizing  and 
healthful  pursuit,  and  one  that  at  the  same 
time  identified  them  with  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  works  of  creation.  They  bred 
pigeons,  bantams,  and  rabbits.  Emulation 
and  the  desire  to  excel  are  natural  to  most 
men,  and  these  originated  exhibitions  and 
competition.    They  were  joined  by  others 
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of  a  superior  station  and  rank;  rules  were 
drawn  up,  judges  were  appointed,  and  shows 
were  carried  on.  Men  are  like  sheep,  inas* 
much  as  they  follow  each  other.  For 
instance,  if  one  jiunp  &om  the  Monument 
or  the  Duke  of  York's  Column,  another 
does  it  directly,  and  hence  the  necessity 
for  giving  both  the  galleries  the  appearance 
of  huge  cages.  They  also  copy  each  other. 
It  has  always  been  so,  the  philosopher's 
stone,  the  Eldorado,  the  Mohawks  of 
Addison's  time,  the  South  J9ea  bubble,  the 
Mormons,  and  the  poultry  mania  all  prove 
it.  But  the  last  has  tlie  solid  common 
sense  foundation  of  which  we  spoke  in  the 
beginniiig  of  this  paper.  It  has  stood  and 
will  stand,  nay  more,  it  is  spreading.  This 
year,  for  the  first  time,  poultry  has  formed 
part  of  the  agricultural  shows  in  France. 
Our  go-ahead  American  brethren  threaten 
to  distoQce  us.  An  officially  appointed 
gentleman  from  the  Swedish  government 
attended  the  Birmingham  Show  to  gain  an 
insight  into  the  different  classes,  and  to 
make  notes  of  them,  describing  the  chief 
points,  characteristics,  and  utility  of  each 
breed;  and  himdreds,  we  may  say  thousands, 
are  at  this  time  viewing  the  birds  exhibited 
at  the  Eoyal  Agricultural  Society's  Show 
at  Lincoln.  The  popularity  and  progress 
of  poultry  shows  are  proofs  of  the  soundness 
of  their  institution.  The  fact  of  a  per- 
ceptible improvement  in  the  quality  of 
fowls  aH  over  the  kingdom,  testifies  to  the 
good  they  are  doing.  We  dare  not  anticipate 
the  day  when  poultry  will  be  within  the 
reach  of  all,  or  we  would  alter  the  French 
king's  wish  and  say  '*Je  voudrais  que 
ohaque  Anglais  edt  tous  les  dimanches  sa 
poule  au  pot«" 


Schedule  of  the  Eeighley  Agrioultural 
Show* 
This  Show,  held  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Duke  id  Devonshire,  the  Em  of 
Turlington,  Sir  C,  Tempest,  G.  L.  Fox, 
•Esq.,  and  T.  Greenwood,  Esq.,  will  be 
open  to  all  England,  and  will  take  place  on  | 
the  6th  of  September.  Premiums  are 
offered  for  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  pies, 
crops  (the  last  appear  to  be  confined  to  me 
locality),  and  poultry, 

PREMIUMS  FOR  POULTRY. 


Cochin  Ohina  Cook  and  two  Hens 

(buff)  .  .  .  . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Ditto  Cock  and  two  Hens  (dark)  . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Black  Spanish  Cock  and  two  Pullets 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Chitterprats,  Cock  and  two  Hens  . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Golden  Pheasant  Cook  and  two  Hens 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Silyer  Pheasant  Cock  and  two  Hens 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Golden  Pheasant  Cock  and   two 

Hens  (Poland)      . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets    . 
Silyer    Pheasant   Cock    and    two 

Hens  (Poland)  . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Black  Pheasant  Cock  and  two  Hens 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 
Dorking  Cock  and  two  Hens  .  . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Game  Cook  and  two  Hens  .  . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Golden    Pheasant    Bantam    Cock 

and  two  Hens .  »  •  . 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Silver  Pheasant  Bantam  Cock  and 

two  Hens  .... 
Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  . 
Black,  White,    or  Game  Bantam 

Cock  and  two  Hens  .     . 

Ditto  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets     . 
Two  Ducks  and  Drake 
Four  Ducklings      .         .         .     . 
Two  Geese  and  Gander 
Two  Turkey  Hens  and  Cock    .     . 


tst. 
£    9.    d. 
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[The  nomenclature  is  curious  to  our 
southern  ideas:  are  Pheasant  Bantams 
what  we  call  Laced  Bantams  ?] 

The  regulations  state  that  the  entrance 
money  must  be  paid  at  the  time  the  entries 
are  made,  and  the  ages  of  all  Stock  given 
at  the  same  time* 

The  entrance  for  Poultry,  where  the 
premiums  amount  to  upwards  of  10s.  6d. 
each  lot,  will  be  2s.  6d.,  and  in  other  cases 
Is.  AU  entries  must  be  made  on  or  before 
the  30th  day  of  August  next. 

No  premiums  will  be  paid  before  the  20th 
of  September. 

Poultry  must  have  been  the  property  of 
the  exhibitor  six  weeks  before  the  Show. 

A  dinner  will  be  provided  at  the  Devon- 
shire Arms  on  the  same  day,  to  be  on  the 
table  at  four  o'clock. — ^Tickets  3s.  6d.  each. 
By  order, 
Wade  Smith,  Secretary, 


i  Bchedtde  of  the  Bury  and  Badcliffe 
'  Agricultural  Society. 

i  The  annual  meeting  and  show,  (which 
will  embrace  poultry)  is  to  take  place  on 
the  8th  of  September.     Prizes  are  offered 

I  to  the  *  *  best  cmtivated  farms,"  *  *  draining," 
*  *  laying  down  land  to  grass,"  and  *  *  hedges," 

!  to  crops  of  various  kinds,  cattle,  horses, 
sheep,  pigs  and  poultry. 


-     POULTRY. 

Priza  open  to  General  Competition. 

Spanish. 


lit.  2nd. 

£     s.  d.        s. 

Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0  0  ...  5 

Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15  0 

DoBKnro. 

Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0  0  ...  5 

Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15  0 

CocfHiN  China  (Cinnamon  or  BuflE). 

Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0  0  ...  5 

Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15  0 

CooHiN  China  (Brown  or  Partridge). 

Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0  0  ...  5 

Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15  0 


CooHiN  China  (Bhick  and  White). 
^   8.    d. 
Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0    0  ...  5 
Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15    0 

GFame. 
Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0    0  ...  5 
Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15    0 

Golden  Hamburo. 
This  varie^  indudea  the ' '  Golden 
Pencilled  Hambm^gs,"  "  Bolton 
Bays. "  •*  Golden  Pheasants,  '* 
"  Golden  Mooneys,  **  "  Copper 
Moss,"  and  '*  Bed  Caps.'* 

Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0    0  ...  5 
Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15    0 

Silver  Hamburoh. 
This  variety  includes  the  "Bolton 
Grays,"  '*  Chitterprats,"  "Silver 
Pencilled  Dutch,"  **  Silver  Phea- 
sants," "Silver  Mooneys,"  and 
••Silver  Moss." 

Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1    0    0  ...  5 
Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15    0 

Poland. 
Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0    0  ...  5 
Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15    0 

Bantams  (any  variety). 
Cock  and  three  Hens,  Chickens    1     0    0  ...  5 
Cock  and  two  Hens,-  of  any  age    0  15    0 

Turkeys. 
Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    0  15    0  ...  5 

Geese. 
Qanderandtwo  Geese,  of  any  age    0  15    0  ...  6 

Bucks  (Aylesbury,  or  other  White  variety). 
Drake  and  two  Ducks,  of  any  age    0  15     0  ...  5 
Hatch  of   Ducklings,   not  less 

than  four  .        .         .         .     0  10     0 

Ducks  (Eouen,  or  other  dark  variety). 
Drake  and  two  Ducks,  of  any  age    0  15    0  ...  5 
Hatch  of   Ducklings,   not  less 

than  four  .        .         .         .     0  10    0 

For  the  best  Pen  of  Poultry,  of 

ANY    variety    or    NUMBER, 


the  Society's 


Silver  Medal. 


Special  Begulatuma  for  the  Poultry, 
kvij  person  gaining  a  Prize  of  One  Pound,  may 
hare  a  Silver  medal  in  lieu  thereof. 

All  exhibitors  will  be  required,  in  wiAlriTig  their 
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entries  for  the  Show,  to  state  the  price  at  which 
they  will  sell  their  Poultry.  A  prohibitory 
price,  or  what  appears  to  be  so,  can  of  course  be 
named ;  but  the  sale  must  take  place  if  an  offer 
is  made  to  purchase  at  the  price  specified.  There 
will  be  a  Sale  by  Auction  at  the  termination  of 
the  Show,  at  which  Poultry  can  also  be  offered 
for  sale,  along  with  other  Stock.  Five  per  cent, 
will  be  deducted  from  all  sales  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  exhibition. 

Birds  with  imperfect  plumage  wiQ  not  be 
eligible  for  any  of  the  prizes. 

The  ages  of  the  chickens  must  be  accurately 
stated  ;  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  ages  of  the 
other  specimens  should  be  included  in  the  certi- 
ficates, whenever  this  can  be  done.  Chickens  of 
1854  cannot  be  shown  in  the  classes  for  fowl 
above  that  age. 

All  the  specimens  must  have  been  bond  Jide 
the  property  of  the  exhibitor,  for  at  least  oiie 
month  previous  to  the  Show. 

The  discovery  of  any  false  statement  will  be 
followed  by  the  exclusi(in  of  the  exhibitors  of 
specimens  thus  improperly  described,  from  all 
future  exhibitions. 

The  exhibition  will  not  be  confined  to  a  parti- 
cular district. 

All  entries  should  be  made  on  the  proper  form 
of  certificate,  which  will  be  supplied  by  the 
Secretary  on  application.  No  entry  can  be  made 
after  the  28th  day  of  August  next. 

Subscribers  of  lOs,  per  annum  will  be  entitled 
to  exhibit  poultry  free  of  charge ;  but  no  sub- 
scriber can  enter  more  than  two  pens  for  any  one 
prize,  nor  in  the  whole  more  than  four  pens  for 
every  lOs,  subscribed.  Non-subscribers  may 
enter,  on  payment  of  3«.  per  pen;  but  will,  in 
the  event  of  gaining  any  prize,  be  only  entitled 
to  half  the  amount  of  such  prize,  except  cottagers, 
who  will  be  paid  the  whole. 

The  Secretary  is  Mr.  J.  Cross,  Market  Street, 
Bury. 


Schedule  of  the  Sonth-West  Middlesex 
Agricultural  Society. 

It  has  "been  resolved  by  this  Society,  that 
an  Exhibition  of  Stock  and  Poultry  shall 
take  place  at  Southall,  on  Friday,  Oct.  6th ; 
the  day  of  the  annual  ploughing  match. 
The  prize  list  includes  horses,  cattle,  sheep, 
pigs  and  poultry. 


From  the  rules  and  regulations  we  ex- 
tract the  following : — 

Subscribers  of  20s.  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
entry  in  each  Class /rcc  for  each  208.  subscribed, 
and  for  eyery  additional  entry  2s.  6d.  to  the 
Poultry  Classes. 

Persons  entering  Stock  or  Poultry  shall  do  so 
on  a  form,  to  be  supplied  by  the  Secretary,  which 
must  be  filled  up  and  returned  to  hiTyi  one 
calendar  month  before  the  Show,  when  the 
entrance  money  must  be  paid. 

All  Stock  must  be  at  the  place  of  Exhibition 
by  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  day  of  meet- 
ing ;  but  Poultry  must  be  sent  before  12  o'clock 
on  the  day  previous,  and  no  Stock  or  Poultry 
will  be  allowed  to  be  removed  until  5  o'clock, 
p.m.,  on  the  day  of  the  Exhibition. 

All  Stock  or  Poultry  must  have  been  in  the 
owner's  possession,  and  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, for  at  least  three  months  previously  to  the 
Exhibition. 

Exhibitors  of  Poultry  will  be  required  to  send 
them  in  their  own  baskets,  made  of  white 
wicker,  2  feet  6  inches  square  (sides  and  back 
of  basket  close)  front  and  top  open  wicker,  2 
inches  apart.  The  ages  of  all  Stock  and  Poultry, 
and  by  whom  bred,  must  be  given  on  the 
certificates ;  if  uiiknown,  to  be  so  entered. 

No  person  will  be  allowed  in  the  Show  Yard 
during  the  time  the  Judges  are  deciding  on  the 
merits  of  the  Stock  or  Poultry,  unless  their 
services  be  required  by  the  Judges. 

The  greatest  care  will  be  taken  of  the  Stock 
and  Poultry  exhibited,  but  the  Committee  will 
not  be  responsible  for  any  losses  which  may  occur 
by  accident  or  mistake. 

All  persons  entering  Poultry  for  Exhibition, 
and  failing  to  send  the  same,  shall  pay  a  fine  of 
2s.  6d.,  unless  a  satisfactory  reason  be  given  to 
the  Committee. 

The  Judges  will  be  empowered  to  withhold  any 
prize  where  specimens  are  not  considered  of  sufli- 
cient  merit. 

All  Subscribers  of  not  less  than  20s.  shall 
receive  one  ticket  of  admission  to  the  Show, 
Subscribers  of  £2,  two  tickets,  and  so  on  in 
proportion  to  the  amoimt  subscribed. 

The  novel  feature  of  having  the  Poultry 
sent  in  the  owners*  own  pens,  is  here  to  be 
practised,  we  think  for  the  first  time  in 
England. 
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POULTRY 


PRIZES. 
Iff. 


Spanish  Cook  and  two  Hens 
Cockerel  and  three  Pullets   .         .     . 
Dorking  Cock  and  two  Hens  (coloured) 
Cockerel  and  three  Pullets 
Dorking  ftock  and  two  Hens  (white)  . 
Cockerel  and  three  Pullets    .         .     . 
Cochin  China  Cock  and  two  Hens  (cin- 
namon or  buff)  .         .         .1 
Cockerel  and  three  Pullets   .         .     .  1 
Cochin  China  Cock  and  two    Hens 

(white) 1 

Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  .  .  .  1 
Cochin  China  Cock  and   two   Hens 

(partridges^  black  or  brown)  .  1 
Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  .  .  .  1 
Brahma  Pootra  Cock  and  two  Hens  .  1 
Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  .  .  1 
Gkime  Cock  and  two  Hens  .  .  .  1 
Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  .  .  1 
Any  other  distinct  variety  Cock  and 

two  Hens 1 

Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  .  .  1 
White  Aylesbury  Drake  and  two  Ducks  1 
Drake   and    three    Ducks    (hatched 

in  1854) 1 

Any  other  variety  Drake  and  two  Ducks  1 
Drake    and    three    Ducks    (hatched 

in  1854) 1 

Gander  and  two  Geese  (hatched  in  1 854)  1 
Turkey  Cock  and  two  Hens  .         .     .  1 

The  Cockerels  and  Pullets  must  all  have 
been  hatched  in  1854.  It  is  particularly 
desired  that  no  Stock  or  Poultry  be  sent 
unless  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition. 
Forms  of  Entry  to  be  had  of  the  Secretary 
only. 

-    ♦ 

On  fhe  Game  Eowl, 

(Continued  from  page  403.) 
BY    *'0O0KSPUR." 

The  care  and  anxiety  which  every  cock- 
breeder  bestows  on  his  crosses,  shows  how 
important  he  considers  this  point;  and, 
indeed,  unless  it  is  properly  attended  to, 
the  best  breed  soon  loses  the  high  courage 
which  is  its  great  characteristic.  Tins 
teaches  an  important  lesson  to  all  breeders, 
and  though  the  loss  of  other  points    of 
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exoellenoe  may  not  be  so  soon  appreciable 
as  the  loss  of  courage,  there  can  be  Httle 
doubt  that  the  effects  of  in-aiid'*in  breeding 
must  be  to  rapidly  deteriomte  the  progeny, 
by  both  stunting  their  phyBioal  develop- 
ment, and  weakening  their  oonsUtational 
vigour ;  rendering  ttiem  more  liable  to 
disease  and  less  able  to  resist  its  effects. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  notorious  remark, 
especially  in  those  districts  where  cock- 
fighting  formerly  prevailed, — ^that  in  late 
years  the  breed  of  barn-door  fowls  has 
become  much  reduced  in  size,  and  that  the 
chickens  brought  into  the  markets  in  recent 
times  are  much  smaller  than  they  used  to 
be  some  years  ago.  I  believe  this  to  be  the 
case,  and  that  it  is  attributable  to  the 
present  system  of  in-and-in  breeding, 
■^hich  prevails  in  the  farmer's  yard.  There 
is  now  seldom  or  ever  any  fresh  blood 
introduced  on  the  premises.  But  formerlv 
when  cock-fighting  Vas  more  practised, 
every  farm-yard  walked  a  game  cock  or 
two,  and  hence  new  blood  of  the  best  kind 
was  always  being  poured  into  the  more 
plebeian  races,  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  the  fowls  sent  to  our  tables  were  of 
larger  size  and  higher  flavour  than  we  find 
them  at  the  present  time.  If  horse-racing 
has  its  importance  in  keeping  up  our  breed 
of  horses,  cock-fighting  did  something  for 
our  breed  of  fowls,  and  did  possess,  there- 
fore, some  contiiiencies  that  were  not 
altogether  inimical  to  the  welfare  of  the 
commonwealth. 

Of  course  hi^h  courage  and  thorough 
**  bottom"  are  the  first  points  of  excellence 
sought  for  by  the  oock-nghter ;  but  in  our 
exhibitions,  these  are  not  qualities  that  can. 
be  judged  of  by  an  inspection  of  the  birds 
in  a  pen. 

Those  physical  qualities,  therefore,  of 
form  and  feather,  must  be  fixed  upon 
which  are  supposed,  and  have  been  proved 
to  be,  such  as  are  most  in  keeping  with 
the  highest  excellence  sought  for  in  a 
game  fowl.  Such,  for  instance,  as  are 
compatible  with  the  greatest  strength  being 
united  to  the  greatest  activity — a  combi- 
nation only  to  be  found  when  the  best 
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materials  axe  arranged  in  the  most  symme- 
trioal  form.  It  is  from  this  fact  that  all 
parties  must  allow  a  high  bred  game  cock 
m  fuU  health  and  vigour  is,  after  all,  the 
beau  ideal  of  a  fowl,  the  true  aristocracy 
of  the  genus  gallus.  There  is  a  majestic 
elegance  in  all  his  movements,  abolddenance 
in  Jais  challenge,  while  every  glance,  "keen 
as  the  eagle's,"  looks  in  your  face  with 
fearless  bravery.  His  gallantry,  as  ex- 
hibited in  his  attentions  to  his  harem,  is  of 
the  most  refined  kind,  and  makes  us  feel 
the  truth  of  the  poet,  tiiat 

•*  None  but  the  brave  deserve  the  feir.** 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  he  should  have 
been  a  favourite  equally  with  the  refined 
and  intellectual  Greeks,  and  the  hardy  and 
daring  Eomans.  Both  nations  had  their 
cockpits  and  paid  great  attention  to  his 
breeding.  Indeed  m.  nations,  where  men 
have  advanced  beyond  the  savage  state, 
appear  to  have  had  a  taste  for  game 
cocks,  and  both  Christians  and  pagans  have 
alike  taken  pleasure  in  witnessmg  their 

Erowess.  I  must  confess  to  the  belief, 
owever  heterodox  to  our  present  notions, 
that  had  an  Englishman  had  less  taste  for 
his  bull-dog  and  his  game  cock,  he  had  not 
strode  the  world  a  conquerer,  from  the 
burning  heats  of  tropical  Jjidia  to  the  frozen 
shores  of  the  Arctic  circle,  nor  stood  in  his 
present  "pride  of  place"  amongst  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  Nor  have  I  been  able 
to  appreciate  the  greater  cruelty  exhibited 
by  aliowinff  two  cocks  to  foUow  the  strong 
bent  of  their  inclinations — even  when 
furnished  with  silver  appendages, — ^than  is 
witnessed  in  the  conquest  of  fifty-two  dogs 
over  the  "poor  and  tmiid  hare,"  after  the 
miserable  animal  has  aU  but  burst  her 
heart  bv  her  endeavours  to  escape  their 
greedy  fangs.  Remember,  I  by  no  means 
wish  to  see  cock-fighting  revived;  but 
merely  to  draw  attention  to  the  curious 
fact,  that  while  men  can  denounce  some 
amusements  as  cruel  and  low,  they  can  at 
the  same  time  indulge  in  others,  giving  far 
more  pain,  as  fashionable  and  innocent 
enjoyments. 


But  I  have  wandered  from  the  point  in 
question — the  best  form  of  the  game  cock. 
in  considering  this  point  let  us  place  the 
figure  of  the  Derby  oird  in  the  "Poultry 
Book"  before  us,  and  keep  it  as  a  reference ; 
and  in  tracing  what  I  consider  its  merits, 
or  the  contrary,  I  will  endeavour  to  give 
the  "  reasons  for  the  faith  that  is  in  me  " 
in  enunoiatiiig  my  criteria  of  excellence. 

The  general  form  of  the  bird  should  be 
one  combining  the  greatest  strength  with 
the  greatest  freedom  of  action.  It  should 
not  be  clumsily  built,  but  of  the  best 
proportions.  Tne  head  should  be  fine, 
tapering  from  the  point  of  the  beak,  thia 
again  becoming  strong  and  thick  at  its 
union  with  the  head;  the  Derby  bird  is 
excellent  in  this  respect.  The  strength  of 
beak  is  necessary  lor  holding  and  giving 
power  with  the  organ  generally.  The  neck 
long  and  somewhat  crested,  which  gives 
command  in  a  fence  with  beaks  for  a  hold ; 
and  the  bone  of  the  neck  should  be  well 
developed.  This  is  a  great  excellence  in  a 
game  cock,  but  can  only  be  properly  judged 
of  by  handling,  as  a  bird  with  an  exuber- 
ance of  hackle  feather  may  deceive  the  eye 
in  this  respect,  and  obtain,  from  an  absolute 
defect,  a  point  over  a  bird  both  better  in 
bone  and  feather,  if  the  judge  be  not  alive 
to  such  a  distinction. 

In  the  Derby  bird  the  hackle  is  a  little 
too  luxuriant,  and  I  would  have  liked  him 
better  with  less  of  it.  I  shall  speak  more 
of  tills  when  we  consider  the  feathering  of 
the  game. 

The  body  should  be  broad  in  front  and 
tapering  behind,  short  in  the  back  and 
strong  across  the  loins.  The  thighs  strong 
and  short,  the. shank  longer  in  proportion 
and  strong  but  cleanly  made,  and  the  foot 
well  spread  and  standing  fiirmly  on  the 
groimd.  Sonie  friends  who  are  experienced 
breeders  require  the  scales  of  the  leg  and 
toes  to  be  fine  and  closely  set,  though  the 
age  of  the  bird  will  always  influence  the 
appearance  of  these  scales.  The  particular 
form  of  the  game  cock  gives  to  him,  when 
trimmed,  almost  a  spherical  appearance  in 
the  l)ody,  and  makes  him  feel  much  larger 
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when  handled  than  he  appears  to  the 
eye.  The  legs  should  stand  well  apart, 
and  the  wing  be  ample,  almost  oorering  the 
thigh. 

In  well-^bred .  chickens  this  fullness  of 
wing  is  very  conspicnoos;  and  it  is  a 
highly-desirable  form,  as  the  wing  is  a 
very  important  weapon  in  the  game  cook. 
The  broad  chest  and  full  shoulders  are 
indicative  of  tbe  large  pectoral  muscles 
which  lie  on  each  side  of  the  breast-bone, 
and  which  are  there  required  to  give  force 
and  power  to  the  stroke  of  tiie  wing. 
Again,  the  thighs  and  muscles  attaching 
them  to  the  b^y  must  also  be  large  and 
strong,  so  that  they  swell  out  the  parts 
across  the  back.  This  arrangement  of 
muscle  gives  the  body  such  a  fall  and  round 
feel  when  handled,  contrarv"  to  the  thin 
and  lathy  feel  of  others.  iSie  long  neck, 
however,  and  finely-developed  tail,  as  well 
as  the  noble  carriage  of  the  bird,  take  away 
anything  like  an  unduly  rounded  appear- 
ance in  the  body  to  the  eye,  and  invest 
him  with  rather  a  tall  than  stunted  appear- 
ance ;  and  it  is  only  when  handled,  or  seen 
trimmed  for  the  pit,  that  his  wonderfal 
globe-like  body  is  so  striking.  It  is  this 
form,  too,  that  makes  a  pair  of  game  *fowls 
"plump  out"  so  when  brought  to  table. 
It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  com- 
plaint of  the  Cochin  Chinas  "having  no 
breast "  is  only  a  part  of  their  dimimshed 
wing  appendages ;  and  while  they  are  bred 
for  many  of  their  present  points,  this  com- 
plaint must  remain. 

The  chief  faults  in  the  fi^e  of  the 
Derby  cock  are,  that  his  thigh  is  too  long, 
and  his  shank  too  short,  and  his  wings  too 
much  tucked  up.  Were  a  portion  of  the 
thigh  added  to  the  shank,  the  same  length 
on  the  whole  being  retained,  he  would  be 
decidedly  a  better-made  bird. 

(To  be  eontinued). 


In  America,  crosses  are  said  often  to 
take  place  between  the  wild  Turkeys  and 
the  tame  race,  and  are  much  valued,  both 
for  external  qualities  and  for  the  table. 


Sotes  by  "Alector." 

"Oh,  the  bird  of  all  birds  that  I  ever  did  see^ 
The  GoosB  is  the  barest  in  her  degree, 
For  all  her  life  long  she  is  nearly  cost  free, 
And  when  on  the  table,  how  tender  is  she  ! " 

Of  all  poultry  none  is  so  profitable  as 
Gee^  where  there  are  facilities  ior  keepii^ 
them;  for  there  are  none  that  can  do  so 
much  towards  keeping  themselves  when 
alive,  and  none  that  come  to  so  little  waste 
when  dead.  Unlike  the  Fowl,  all  parts  of 
the  goose  are  equally  good.  Unlike  the 
Duck,  the  giblets  are  a  daintv.  Besides 
which,  every  feather  is  of  a  value  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  of  our  domestic  birds. 
Every  housewife  knows  how  to  appreciate 
beddmg  stuffed  with  their  plumage ;  and  in 
these  days  of  steel  pens,  I  cannot  but  be 
thankful  that  the  goose  stall  possesses  quills. 
In  the  "  green  "  state,  the  goose  is  a  p<^»ular 
delicacy  to  those  who  can  afford  it.  At 
Michaelmas  she  is  as  much  an  object  of 
national. regard,  as  if  (like  of  old  at  the 
Capitol  of  Rome),  she  had  at  least  saved  the 
Tower  of  London,  and  been  canonised  in 
consequence ;  and  at  Christmas,  ^r  indeed 
must  be  the  family  that  cannot  indulge  in 
their  favourite  bird. 

How  is  it  then,  that  the  goose  is  not  more 
popular  with  poultry  fanciers  P  I  can  only 
account  for  the  fact,  for  fact  it  is,  by 
reason  of  its  not  being  in  every  one's  power 
to  keep  them ;  and  also  because  the  goose  in 
the  hands  of  a  lady  would  be  almost  as 
awkward  a  pet  as  a  donkey.  "Were  it  not 
for  these  drawbacks,  I  think  that  thej 
would  be  bred  in  sufficient  numbers  in  this 
country  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  their 
being  imported  from  the  continent,  which 
they  are  to  a  very  great- extent,  in  common 
with  wild-fowl,  the  former  aUve,  the 
latter  dead. 

The  chief  requisites  for  goose-keeping, 
are  a  pool  of  water,  and  a  piece  of  turf  for 
grazing.  The  latter  is  essential,  as  the 
Dird  is  graminivorous  as  well  as  granivorous. 
An  occasional  cabbage  or  lettuce,  will  form 
an  acceptable  variety  of  food ;  and,  during 
the  winter,  any  spare  garden-staff  will  help 
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to  supply  the  deficienoes  of  the  paddock. 
The  laying  season  commences  about  the  end 
of  January,  and  the  breeding  birds  ought 
to  be  fed  highly  for  a  month  or  six  weeks 
before,  in  order  to  promote  early  laying. 
Half  a  pint  of  oats,  barley,  or  toil-wheat 
every  morning  and  evening  will  do,  if  the 
season  is  mild ;  but  in  general  double  that 
quantity  will  not  be  too  much.  If  fed  high, 
geese  wQl  often  lay  in  the  autumn,  but  the 
advaatage  of  a  brood  of  goslings  in  Novem- 
ber or  December,  is  questionable.  The 
number  of  eggs  is,  on  the  average,  about 
ten  or  twelve,  and  the  period  of  incubation 
thirty  days.  A  second  smaller  brood  may 
generally  be  expected  from  old  birds  that 
hatch  early.  The  young  should  be  kept  in 
a  warm,  dbry  place  for  the  first  few  days  of 
their  existence,  which,  with  good  luck  and 
management  combined,  should  commence 
about  the  end  of  March.  The  only  infan- 
tine complaint  to  wjiich  they  are  subject  is 
cramp,  and  this  is  occasioned  by  cold  damps. 
If  a  turf  be  given  them  they  soon  begin  to 
graze ;  and  at  ten  days  old,  if  the  weather 
be  fine,  they  may  be  turned  out.  Meal  of 
barley,  or  oats  and  a  few  lettuce  leaves,  will 
be  found  the  best  diet  for  them. 

As  soon  as  the  goose  commences  sitting, 
she  becomes,  as  Mr.  Pecksniff  called  him- 
self, an  ^'awkward  customer:''  and  any 
attempt  to  interfere  with  her  own  method 
of  carrying  out  her  maternal  duties  will  be 
vehemently  andpainfolly  resented..  Itmi^ht 
give  some  of  your  London  readers  an  idea 
of  what  a  goose  can  do  in  the  way  of  biting, 
if  they  would  only  submit  a  finger  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  an  irritated  cockatoo  at 
the  Portland  Gallery.  Should  the  experi- 
ment not  prove  convincing,  I  make  no  doubt 
but  that  at  113,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor 
Square,  a  live  goose  may  be  had  for  the 
occasion.  At  all  times,  and  particularly  in 
defence  of  its  young,  the  gander  is  ready  to 
offer  battle.  I  say  "offer"  advisedly, 
because,  like  the  Russians  at  Silistria,  if 
jrou  do  not  give  way,  he  will.  The  follow- 
ing anecdote  of  an  assault  by  a  gander,  and 
the  vicarious  revenge  consequent  thereon, 
lias  recently  come  to  my  ^owled^.    A 


gentleman,  riding  by  a  cot<jage  in  Cornwall, 
saw  a  solitary  gosling  in  a  pond,  which,  if 
his  life  were  a  burden  to  him  by  reason  of 
the  persecution  he  was  suffering,  was  in  a 
fair  way  of  beio^  relieved  from  it  in  conse- 
quence of  a  stoning  that  he  was  undergoing 
m>m  a  boy.  Opportunely,  however,  a  farm 
girl  came  to  the  rescue  with  the  indignant 
query  of  "  Whyfore  you  draish  (thrash)  our 
goosen  chick?''  which  was  met  with  the 
e5[ually  indignant  rejoinder  of  "Whyfore 
01  (I)  draish  your  goosen  chick,  whyfore 
his  feyther  boit  (bite)  oi  in  the  leg  ?  "  Toads 
are  not,  strictly  speaking,  poultry,  but  as 
the  following  may  oe  considlered  a  pendant 
on  the  foregoing  story,  I  venture  to  intro- 
duce it.  I  once  came  upon  a  eroup  of  boys 
stoning  a  poor  toad.  As  me  unhappy 
victim  nad  assumed  the  form  of  a  Normandy 
pippin  or  Norfolk  biffin,  it  was  too  late  to  be 
of  any  service  to  it,  so  I  contented  myself 
with  administering  to  the  offenders  an  ex- 
temporary homily  on  cruelty  to  animals. 
Like  many  other  preachers  I  over  estimated 
my  oratorical  powers,  for  I  had  not  gone 
far,  when,  on  looking  back,  I  observed 
them  repeating  their  offence;  "Lydford 
law,"  like  that  of  Judge  Lynch,  consists, 
according  to  Devonshire  tradition,  ia 
"  hanging  first  and  trying  after,"  so, 
administering  a.heartv  cuff  to  the  ring- 
leader, I  asked  him  what  he  meant  by  ms 
conduct ;  **  Please,  sir,  he  spit  at  me  first," 
was  the  readv  reply  in  a  tone  of  injured 
innocence.  Keader,  be  merciful  to  toads, 
for  they  have  few  or  no  friends.  They  are 
not  only  harmless  but  useful,  and  if  they 
are  cold-blooded,  I  may  almost  say  that 
they  are  warm-hearted  animals.  I  have 
always  encouraged  them  in  the  gardens  as 
destroyers  of  slu^s,  and  have  invariably 
kept  two  or  three  in  the  melon  and  cucum- 
ber frames  to  keep  down  the  wood-lice,  &c. 
In  a  very  short  time  they  would  learn  to 
come  out  from  their  hiding-places,  and 
whip  the  proffered  fiy  from  my  finger  bj 
the  almost  imperceptible  darting  of  their 
tongues  from  a  distance  of  a  couple  of 
laches.  As  I  am  writing  upon  geese  I 
must  return   to    them,  though   I  would 
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willingly  devote  a  chapter  to  my  beautiful- 
eyed  pets,  with  their  brown  coats,  dappled 
Tests,  loose  mottled  chokers,  and  double 
ohins. 

My  TTncle  Toby's  Poultry  Yard. 

IJUTX8  WBOU.  XT  SEHnXEHTAL  JOUaHaT. 

"  An't  please  your  honour,"  quoth  the 
corporal,  "  I  have  fed  all  the  chicken" 

**Call  them  chickens y  Trim,"  said  my 
Uncle  Toby,  knocking  the  ashes  out  of  his 
third  pipe,  on  the  hen-coop. 

**It  is  *  chick  or  chicken,'  please  your 
honour,  in  your  honour's  dictionary." 

"Thou  sayest  true,  Trim,  it  is  a  chicky 
or  a  chicken  ;  but  when  thou  speakest  of 
more  than  one,  thou  must  say  chicks  or 
chicken*." 

"And  yet,"  continued  the  corporal, 
"many  of  the  writers  on  Poultry,  and 
others,  call  them  chicken,  though  they  are 
alluding  to  a  whole  yard  full." 

"That  is  the  very  reason,  Trim,  that 
I  now  point  out  thy  error." 

Hull.  Tkistkam  Shandt, 


Colombiary. 

HO.  IX.— aUHTS. 

The  term  "  runt"  is  applied  to  all  large 
common  pigeons  indisorimmately ;  but  my 
present  remarks  pertain  to  the  fancy  runts, 
those  giants  of  the  pigeon  classes.  The 
two  sorts,  best  known  are  the  Italian  and 
the  Spanish.  Of  the  Italian  varieties  the 
Leghorn  runts  are  the  favourites.  These 
pigeons  are  usually  of  a  red  colour,  and  of 
very  large  size ;  they  have  rather  large 
beaks,  fiequently  hooked,  witii  a  small 
wattle;  their  necks  are  long  and  bent; 
chests  full  and  prominent;  backs  very 
broad;  tails  short,  and  carried  slightly 
elevated ;  their  wings  are  short,  and  their 
legs  long  and  stout ;  their  feathers  lie  very 
close  to  the  body,  which  causes  them  to 
look  smaller  Ihan  they  really  are.  Though 
their  colour  is  generally  red,  very  good 


ones  are  to  be  met  with  white,  buff,  and 
parti-coloured.  The  Germans  call  these 
"Bagadotten  Tauben,"  and  they  have  1 
another  variety  which  thev  call  "  Hinkel," 
or  "  Florentinen  Tauben,"  which  are  very 
heavy,  and  as  large  as  small  fowls.  They 
have  long  legs,  but  short  beak  and  neok, 
and  are  usiudly  blue-pied;  the  middle 
wing-feather  is  generally  a  double  one ; 
and  they  are  considered  excellent  breeders. 

The  Spanish  runt  is  now  rarely  seen  in 
England — at  least  pure.  Many  pigeons  are 
shown  under  that  name,  but  very  unlike 
tiie  true  sort.  They  are  large  and  loose- 
feathered,  which  makes  them  seem  even 
larger  than  they  are.  They  have  short 
necks  and  legs,  but  very  long  wings  and 
tail,  which  make  them  appear  exceedingly 
long  birds.  The  best  I  have  seen  were  at 
St.  Omer,  France ;  their  colour  was  black, 
slightly  mottled  with  white ;  and  they 
were  there  called  *  *  Tigre  Espagnol."  Then- 
wings  are  so  very  long  that  l£ey  rise  with 
difficulty,  but  when  once  on  the  wing,  they 
float  along  at  ease,  resembling  in  appearance 
a  large  sea-gull.  About  that  pit  I  have 
also  seen  a  lar&^e  red  pigeon  with  white 
shoulders,  callea  "  Tigre  Rouge."  But  of 
all  the  pigeons  I  have  ever  seen,  none  were 
so  large  as  some  white  runts  that  came 
from  Belgium ;  they  had  large  feathers  on 
their  feet;  but  as  I  cannot  give  their 
exact  size  and  weight,  I  shall  forbear  to 
state  my  ideas. 

All  the  large  runts,  from  their  scarcity, 
are  very  expensive ;  and  from  the  same 
cause  are  bred  so  much  in-and-in,  that 
they  are  bad  breeders.  I  am,  however,  of 
the  opinion,  that  if  their  eggs  were  hatched 
imder  other  sorts,  and  the  young  ones  care- 
fully matched,  so  as  to  avoid  any  relation- 
ship for  a  few  generations,  and  then  allowed 
plenty  of  exercise,  and  not  too  stimulating 
food,  that  they  would  be  found  as  prolific 
and  as  good  nurses  as  other  kinds;  but 
they  must  have  houses  and  nest-plaoes 
adapted  to  their  great  size.  I  think  the 
trial  is  well  worth  making,  as  they  would 
then  prove  a  good  addition  to  our  list  of 
large  and  useful  poultry.    It  is  a  well- 
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known  fact  that  as  our  domestic  animals 
are  bred  in-and-in,  in  the  same  proportion 
do  tiiey  degenerate,  both  in  size  and  pro- 
ductiveness; and  when  over-stimulated, 
they  become  fat,  unhealthy,  and  careless  of 
their  young".  If  these  facts  were  attended 
to,  I  see  no  reason  why  our  pigeon-houses 
should  not  be  tenanted  with  large  runts 
instead  of  small ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
encourage  mongrelism,  for  by  crossing 
kinds  me  respective  properties  of  each 
would  be  lost.  Adhere  to  one  sort,  but  not 
to  one  family  connexion.  Match  birds  of 
the  same  sort  together,  but  of  different 
families — the  wider  the  relationship  the 
better ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  in  two  or  three  generations  your  hopes 
would  be  realised. 

B,  P.  B. 


I  The  '' Jonmal  des  Debats*'  on  Poultry 
Shows. 

ThU  exhibition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
poultry  yard  is  an  innovation,  we  might  say 
a  recent  English  importation,  and  a  happy 
importation,  for  poultry  now  a-days  occu- 
pies an  important  place  in  the  supply  of  our 
markets.  This  branch  of  trade  cannot  then 
be  too  much  encouraged.  The  entries  for 
competition  were  very  numerous,  and  above 
all,  the  breeds  were  varied,  foreign,  and 
crossed.  Among  the  most  curious  were 
Cochin  China  hens,  Muscovy  ducks,  cocks 
from  the  Ganges  (Brahma  Pootras  ?), 
rabbits  from  Russia,  pigeons,  and  peacocks. 


The  Staggers,  or  Vertigo. 

I  This  symptom,  called  staggers,  or  vertigo, 
and  where  the  fowl  oftentimes  also  gags 
its  head  back  upon  the  shoulder  or  to  one 
side,  is  truly  of  an  apoplectic  nature ;  it  is, 
indeed,  but  the  premonitory  symptom  of 
apoplexy.  As  example  is  more  instructive 
and  impressive  than  precept,  I  beg  very 
briefly  to  detail  "a  case"  which  occurred 
but  four  days  ago,  amongst  my  Polish 
chickens. 


A  young  chicken,  not  three  months 
old,  was  observed  perching  upon  a  garden 
chair  on  the  grass-plot;  half  an  hour 
afterwards  it  was  found  in  a  dying  state, 
on  the  ground.  Its  head  was  ,  forcibly 
gagged  back  on  its  shoulder,  the  bird  trying, 
as  it  were,  to  force  itself  backward ;  it  then 
fell  over,  convidsed.  On  taking  it  up,  it 
shortly  stretched  out  its  limbs  in  apparent 
death,  its  head  falling  over  the  hand, 
and  its  eyes  closed.  Seeing  that  it  still 
breathed,  by  the  slight  respiratory  movement 
of  the  body,  I  immediately  opened  with  a 
lancet  the  vein  which  runs  along  the  inner 
side  of  the  wing  (the  best  vein  for  bleeding 
fowls,  and  corresponding  with  the  vein 
from  which  blood  is  usually  taken  in  man). 
Three  tea-spoonsful  of  blood  were  soon 
obtained,  with  manifest  improvement ;  the 
convulsions  ceased,  the  head  came  into 
its  natural  position,  but  the  bird  tottered 
and  fell  on  attempting  to  walk.  In  two 
hours'  time  it  attempted  to  eat,  but  the 
sight  was  much  affected,  and  it  could  not 
peck  up  a  single  grain,  but  got  a  few  from 
the  open  handful.  Next  day  it  walked 
about,  but  with  unsteady  gait,  and  could 
not  yet  see  distinctly.  On  this,  the  fourth 
day,  it  is  quite  well. 

I  conclude  that  there  was  only  congestion 
of  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  not 
rupture  of  them,  and  consequent  effusion 
of  blood  within  the  skull.  I  should  also 
state  that  an  aperient  dose  of  jalap,  ten 
grains,  was  given  soon  after  the  bleeding. 
I  am  quite  satisfied  that  if  the  chicken  had 
not  been  bled  so  promptiy,  it  would  have 
died  forthwith. 


HuU, 


Teistbam  Shai^^dt. 


The  Sebright  Bantam^s  Tail. 

CrBCiTMSTANCES  have  rendered  it  im- 
practicable for  me  to  reply  earlier  to  "  E.  H." 
I  mean  the  **E.  H."  who  asserted  that  the 
Sebright's  tail  should  be  spangled,  not 
laced.  I  must  now  push  **E.  H.**  for  his 
reason  why  the  Sebright  should  only  be 
laced  in  part,   and   not  throughout?     I 
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affirmed  that  the  Sebright  was,  emphati- 
cally, a  laced  bird—not  in  part,  but  wholly 
80 ;  difficult  it  is,  'tis  true,  to  get  them  so 
thoroughly  marked  in  the  tail,  but  it  is 
accom^shed.     Spangling   is  degeneracy, 
occur  where  it  may,  in  Sebrighte ;  and  I 
re-assert,  from  unlimited  observation,  that 
degenerated  spangled  Sebriffhts  have  ever 
dirty  splashed  tails,  spangled  tails,  or  tails 
without  colour  at  all. 
I  am  wholly  convinced  that  **E.  H."  is 
,    mistaken,  when  he  affirms  that  he  has  *  *  offc- 
.    times  seen  Sebrights  whollv  *  spangled'  in 
the   body,   that  were    perfection    in    the 
*  lacings    of  the  tail,"     Had  he  said  once, 
!    but  once,  we  might  have  placed  it  side  by 
side  with  the  veritable  tortoise-shell  tom- 
1    cat  at  the    Ghreat    Exhibition    in    Hyde 
'    Park.      The    Honorable    Secretary    to    a 
I    former  Bantam  Society,  in  London,  told 
j    me  that  a  perfect-tailed  Bantam  was  worth 
'    £50^  but  here  we  find  it  on  a  degenerate 
spangled   bird!     But   "E.   H."   tells  us 
more ;  he  says,  per  contra,  that  he  has  also 
I    Seen   ".others  as   perfectly   clear   in   the 
I    ffround  colour  of  the  tail,  and  as  truly 
I    meed  (as  the  most  fastidious  could  desire) 
I    in  those  feathers,  that  were  almost  altoge- 
ther without  any  lacing  on  the  breast ;  and 
some  few  that  degenerated  to  a  half-span- 
gled, half-laced  feather  on  the  shoulders." 
So  that  perfect  tails  are,  after  all,  "plenti- 
ful as  blackberries!"  aye,  "perfectly  clear 
in  the  ground  colour,  and  as  truly  laced  as 
the  most  fastidious  could  desire."    Many  a 
case  has  been  lost  by  proving  too  much.     I 
would  not  fall  under  the  censure  of  Hudi- 
bras,  as 

"One  of  those  cunning  stagers, 
That  for  argument  use  wagers ;" 

but  this  I  dare  undertake  to  do,  that  if 
"  E.  H."  will  forward  to  you,  Mr.  Editor, 
ever  so  many  of  those  clean,  perfect^  laced- 
tailed,  spangled  Sebrights,  I  will  give  to 
'  the  poor  of  your  own  parish  £5  for  every 
bird. — Of  course  you  will  send  the  tails,  at 
least,  to  myself,  whom  you  will  know  as 
Hull.  Teistram  Shandy, 


Beport  of  the  Harrowgate  Show. 

This  show  took  place  in  the  Royal 
Cheltenham  Grounds,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  5th,  and  6th  inst.,  and  for  a 
first  attempt  was  decidedly  successfol,  the 
entries  bemg  numerous,  and  the  birds 
generally  shown  in  tolerable  condition, 
although  a  little  approach  to  moulting  was 
observable  in  the  adult  classes.  Some  of 
the  pens  of  buff  Cochins  bore  with  them 
unmistakeable  signs  of  their  having  a  town 
residence,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
or  two  pens,  were  very  inferior ;  the  pen 
to  which  the  first  prize  was  awarded,  the 
property  of  the  Rev.  Gt,  Hustler,  were  all 
that  could  be  desired,  the  cock  being  truly 
a  magnificent  bird. 

The  Spanish,  as  a  class,  were  very  good 
indeed;  in  all  shows  in  this  quarter  the 
improvement  in  the  breed  of  black  Spanish 
is  very  evident.  Rev.  Or,  Hustler  took  the 
first  prize  in  Spanish  chickens  with  the 
same  birds  he  was  successful  with  at  Holm- 
firth,  but  they  did  not  appear  so  healthy 
nor  in  such  condition  here  as  they  were 
when  shown  at  Holmfirth. 

The  Brahma  Pootras  were  not  good,  and 
no  first  prize  was  awarded. 

In  Dorkings  the  committee  made  three 
classes,  red,  gray,  and  white.  It  would 
have  proved  more  satisfactory  had  they 
verged  the  reds  and  grays  into  one  class  for 
coloured  Dorkings,  as  the  birds  entered  in 
class  5  as  reds  were  not  of  that  colour, 
and  were  consequently  passed  over  by  the 
judges.  In  class  7,  gray  Dorkings,  there 
were  some  ^od  specimens  shown,  and  the 
Dorking  chickens  of  that  colour  were  ex- 
cellent. The  white  Dorkings  and  the  white 
Cochins  were  only  so-so. 

Amongst  the  game  there  were  some  good 
birds,  but  badly  matched,  the  exhibitors, 
apparently,  being  regardless  of  similarity 
of  colour  in  the  legs. 

The  Hamburgs,  taken  altogether,  were 
nothing  extra,  there  were  good  birds  among 
them,  but  not  good  pens  of  birds.  As  I  before 
remarked,  exhibitors  will  not  be  oarefdl 
enough  in  classing  birds  together;  they 
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seem  to  think  that  if  they  have  one  or  two 
good  birds  in  a  pen  it  is  sufficient,  and 
then  if  they  do  not  gain  a  prize,  the  onus  is 
all  laid  on  the  shoulders  of  the  judges. 

The  Polands  were  all  classed  together, 
and  some  very  good  specimens  were  shown. 
A  pen  of  pure  whites,  to  which  the  second 
prize  was  awarded,  were  very  beautiful, 
bein^  shown  in  excellent  feather  and 
condition. 

In  Class  31,  "any  distinct  breed,"  were 
some  beautiful  white  India  ^ame  (1st  prize), 
some  good  speckled  Andalusians  (2nd  prize), 
and  some  pretty  specimens  of  that  useless 
breed  the  silk  fowl.  Some  ptarmigans  were 
also  shown,  and  as  it  is  the  first  time  they 
have  been  exhibited  in  Yorkshire,  it  is 
a  pity  there  were  no  better  specimens,  as 
those  shown  were  not  calculated  to  strike 
the  fancy  of  a  Yorkshireman. 

In  bantams  nothing  very  extra  was 
shown;  but  the  number  of  pens  entered 
rtwenty-nine)  shows  that  they  still  remain 
favourites. 

Pigeons  were  neither  good  in  quality  nor 
many  in  number,  which  is  hamly  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  at  this  season  of  the  year 
it  is  often  difficult  to  find  a  pair  that  is 
without  either  eggs  or  young. 

The  ducks  were  very  indifferently  repre- 
sented ;  the  geese  pretty  fairly. 

In  turkeys  the  first  prize  wa&  awarded 
to  a  pen  of  whites,  which  were  very  good ; 
and  the  2nd  and  3rd  prize  birds  were  good. 
It  is  here  worthy  of  remark  that  the  pens 
were  constructed  ample  enough,  so  that 
"Alderman  Gobble"  could  strut  about  to 
his  satisfaction. 

In  extra  stock  nothing  was  shown  worthy 
of  comment. 

On  the  whole  the  committee  deserve  a 
deal  of  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
show  was  conducted ;  and  although  there 
was  a  little  mismanagement  in  some  depart- 
ments, yet  as  it  was  a  first  attempt  it  must 
be  overlooked.  There  is  one  thing  it  will 
be  well  for  the  committee  to  provide  against 
another  year,  and  that  is,  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion for  the  birds  against  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  as  parties  possessing  valuable 


birds  will  not  like  them  to  be  placed  in 
open  pens,  to  be  exposed  to  the  night 
air.  Besides,  open  air  exhibitions  are  so 
dependent  upon  the  weather,  that  they  are 
altogether  to  be  condemned,  as,  shotdd  it 
be  wet,  it  is  a  source  of  loss  and  disap- 
pointment. 

E.  Bond,  Esq.,  Leeds,  and  T.  B.  Stead, 
Esq.,  Leeds,  were  the  judges  on  the  occasion. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

Spanish. — 1st  prize:  J.  S.  Henry,  Esq., 
Ommpsale,  Manchester.  2nd  prize  :  Mr.  M. 
Bidgway,  Dewsbury.  3rd  prize:  F.  Powell, 
Esq.,  Knaresbro'.  Chiokhns. — Ist  prize  :  Rev. 
G.  Hustler,  Appleton,  Tadcastor. 

Bkahma  PooTRA. — 2nd  prize:  Rev.  G.  Hustler, 
Appleton.  3rd  prize:  Mr.  Gt,  Boothby,  Louth, 
Chickens. — ^No  entries. 

Dorking  (Red). — No  prize  awarded.  Chickens. 
— ^Ditto.  Dorking  (Gfrjy). — 1st  prize:  R.  Dewes, 
Esq.,  Knaresbro'.  2nd  prize:  F.  Powell,  Esq., 
Enaresbro'.  3rd  prize:  J.  E.  Norris,  Esq., 
Halifax.  Chickens. — 1st  prize :  Mr.  E.  Greaves, 
Pool,  near  Otley.  Commended :  Two  Pens  oif 
C.  M.  Swarbeck,  Esq.,  Thirsk.  DoRKiNa 
(White). — 2nd  prize  :  Master  B.  Bennett,  Har- 
rowgate.     Chickens. — ^No  entries. 

Cochin  China  CCinnamon  and  Buff). — 1st 
prize :  Rev.  G.  Hustler,  Appleton.  2nd  prize : 
F.  Powell,  Esq.  Chickens. — 1st  prize :  Messrs. 
T.  and  E.  Booth,  Nelson,  near  Burnley.  Cochin 
China  (Brown  and  Partridge). — No  awards. 
Chickens.— No  entries.  Cochin  China  (White). 
— 2nd  prize :  J.  Fisher,  Esq.  8rd  prize :  Mr.  J. 
Noble. — Chickens. — No  prize  awarded. 

Malay.— 1st  prize :  Mr.  G.  Boothby,  Louth. 
Chickens. — No  prize. 

Game  Fowl  (any  colour). — 1st  prize :  Mr.  J. 
Watson,  Knaresbro'.  2nd  prize :  Mr.  J.  Dixon, 
Bradford.  8rd  prize:  Mr.  W.  Green,  Bolton 
Percy.  Chickens. — 1st  prize :  W.  Hopkinson. 
Gold  Pencilled  Hambro'. — 1st  prize  :  Rev. 
R.  Pulleine,  Kirkby  Wiske,  Thirsk.  2nd  prize  : 
J.  Fisher,  Esq.,  Carhead,  Skipton.  3rd  prize  : 
Mr.  J.  Richardson,  York.  Chickens. — 1st 
prize  :  Mr.  T.  Whittington,  Jun. 

(Jold  Spangled  Hambro'  (Gold  Pheasant). — 
1st  prize  :  Mr.  J.  Dixon,  Bradford.  2nd  and  3rd 
prize :  Mr.  H.  Clapham,  Aireworth,  Keighley. 
Commended  :  Mr.  R.  W.  Eddison,  Headingley. 
Chickens. — 1st  prize  :  Mr.  J.  Dixon. 
Silver   Pencilled    Hambro. — 2nd   prize  : 
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Mr.  J.  Dixon.  0&iokien8. — Ist  prize  :  J. 
Fisher,  Esq.,  CarheacL 

SiLYKB  SpAHaLED  Haxbbo'  (SilveT  Pheasant). 
— 1st  and  2nd  prize  :  Mr.  J.  Dixon.  3rd  prise  : 
Mr.  J.  Jaques,  Enaresbro'.  Chickens. — 1st 
prize  :  Mr.  T.  Whittington,  Jun. 

Poland  Fowl  (any  sort). — Ist,  2nd,  and 
3rd  prizes  :  Mr.  A.  Enshworth,  Huddersfield. 
Chickens. — 1st  prize  :  Mr.  A.  fiushworth, 
Huddersfield. 

Ant  Distinct  Breed. — Ist  prize  :  Mr.  Rush- 
worth  (White  Indian  Game).  2nd  prize  :  Mr. 
J.  Whittington,  Jun.  (Andalusian).  3rd  prize  : 
Mr.  J.  Whittington,  Jun.  (Cuckoo).  Chickens. 
— No  awards. 

Bantams  (Gold  Laced).— 1st  prize  :  J.  S. 
Henry,  Esq.  2nd  prize  :  Mr.  G.  Boothby.  (Silver 
Laced).--2nd  prize  :  Mr.  G.  Boothby.  (White). 
--2nd  prize  :  Mr.  J.  Dixon.  (Black).— 1st  prize  : 
Mr.  R.  Ridgeway.  2nd  prize  :  Mr.  J.  W. 
Scriven,  Otley. 

Pigeons  (Carriers). — 1st  prize :  Mr.  W.  Can- 
nan,  Bradford.  (Almond  Tumblers). — Ist  prize  : 
Mr.  H.  Beldon,  Bradford.  (FantaiU).  —1st  prize*. 
Mr.  W.  Hepplethwaite.  (Powters  or  Croppers). 
j    — Ist  prize  :  Mr.  W.  Cannan. 

Geese.— Ist  prize :  Mr.  T.  Gartledge.  2Qd 
prize  :  J.  Greenwood,  Esq.,  Swardiffe  HbIL 

Ducks  (Aylesbury).— 2nd  prize :  G.  M.  Ben- 
nett, Esq.,  Forrest  Lodge.  (Borneo). — No  prize. 
(Rouen). — 2nd  prize:  J.* Dixon.  (Eider). — No 
entries. 

TiTBKEYS.— 1st  prize:  Mr.  T.  Cartiedge^ 
Knaresbro*.  2nd  prize :  £.  Achroyd,  Esq., 
Denton,  Otley.  3rd  prize :  Mr.  J.  T.  Shutt^ 
Oakdale  Farm. 

Guinea  Fowl, — Ist  prize  :  Mrs.  Beacroft. 

Rabbits  (Spanish).— Masters  H.  and  T. 
Moore.     (Any  other  breed). — Ditto. 

Guinea  Piqs. — No  prize  awarded. 


Malton  Poultry  Show. 

The  Second  Exhibition  of  Ponltry  took 
plaoe  on  Wednesday  last,  in  tiiie  field  on 
the  Castle-Howard  road,  occupied  by  the 
Malton  Amateur  Cricket  Club.  The  day 
was  fine,  and  the  show  was  attended  by 
most  of  the  gentry  and  clergy  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  poultry  was,  on  the  whole, 
of  good  quality,  and  the  show-ground  was 
very   much   thronged   by  the   numerous 


visitors.  The  arrangements  were  rather 
different  to  the  generality  of  shows,  all  the 
poultry  being  euiibited  in  open  hasketwork 
pens  placed  on  the  ground ;  to  which  plan, 
howeyer,  there  is  tms  great  ohjection,  you 
see  only  the  backs  of  tiie  birds,  and  to 
examine  them  carefully  must  go  on  your 
knees — a  serious  objection  to  many  ladies. 
We  could  not  but  be  amused  at  seeing  two 
men  following  the  judges  with  a  large 
kitchen-table  on  which  to  place  the  pens  tlmt 
came  in  close  competition.  Had  the  basket- 
work  pens,  however,  been  placed  on  a  few 
rough  boards,  at  from  three  to  four  feet 
from  the  ground,  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  turn  the  pens  round  would  have 
been  very  great. 

The  number  of  pens  was  about  360. 
The  coloured  Cochins  were  generally  fair 
birds,  but  presented  no  peculiar  feature, 
if  we  except  the  pen  of  four  beauti- 
ful chickens  Delonging  to  Mr.  Barker.  In 
white  Cochins  we  observed  the  white  or 
green  leg,  and  want  of  feathers  in  the  old 
birds.  The  pen  of  chickens  which  took  the 
prize  were,  however,  free  from  the  above 
faults. 

In  Malays  the  prize  was  taken  by  a  pen 
of  good  birds,  though  one  was  not  ^uite  so 
good  as  the  others ;  the  chiokens  which  took 
nrst  and  second  prizes  were  very  good. 

The  game  class,  though  not  large,  was 
very  good,  the  birds  bemg  well  matched, 
botn  in  feather  and  colour  of  leg. 

In  Spanish  the  first  prize  was  oarried  off 
by  some  handsome  birds. 

Miss  Bower's  black  Folands  with  white 
crests  were  excellent  specimens.  The  other 
pens  were  very  poor,  as  were  also  the 
golden  Polands,  except  Mr.  Charter's  cock 
bird,  the  hens  beinf  imperfectly  marked. 

The  class  of  golden-spanglea  Hamburg, 
very  good,  and  closely  contested.  Silver- 
spaiupted,  poor,  except  first  prize.  In  pen- 
(nllea  Hambur^s  notning  particular. 

In  the  Dorkmg  classes  some  good  birds 
were  shown,  but  amongst  the  chiokens  a 
great  want  of  the  proper  number  of  toes. 

Gold-laced  bantams  too  large,  and  many 
with  single  combs. 
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Blaok  and  white,  the  first  prizes  very- 
good  birds. 

Only  three  pens  of  turkeys,  and  those 
out  of  feather. 

The  geese,  however,  amply  oompensated, 
both  in  numbers  and  excellence,  for  the 
deficiency  in  turkeys ;  Mrs.  Willoughby's 
pair  of  old  geese  weighing  33{  lb.,  and  the 
best  couple  of  goslings,  26^  lbs. 

The  ducks  were  poor,  and  but  a  few  pens 
of  pigeons  were  shown. 

The  Rev.  R.  Pulleine,  of  Kirkby  Wiske, 
and  Thomas  Reid,  Esq.,  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  were  the  judges. 

LIST   OF   PRIZES. 

Cochin  China  (of  any  colour). — Ist  prite, 
W.  D.  T.  Duesbery,  Esq.,  Skelton,  York ;  2iid 
priae,  W.  D.  T.  Duesbery,  Esq.,  Skelton,  York ; 
Srd  prize,  Mr.  Braddock,  York. 

Cochin  China  (Partridge  or  Grouse). — 1st, 
prize,  Mr.  George  Jackson,  York  j  2nd  prize,  Mr. 
Duggleby,  York. 

Cochin  China  (White).— 1st  prize,  Chas.  R. 
Robinson,  Esq.,  Foston  Hall;  2nd  prize,  H. 
Willoughby,   Esq.,  Birdsall. 

OooHiN  China  (Chickens  of  any  colour 
hatched  in  1854).— Ist  prize,  G.  W.  Barker, 
Esq.,  Hovingham ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  J.  Slater, 
Malton ;  8id  prize,  Mr.  E.  Ask,  Old  Malton  ; 
highly  commended,  No.  94,  shown  by  Mr.  J. 
Slater,  Malton. 

Malat  Chickens  (hatched  in  1854),^lst 
prize,  and  2nd,  prize,  Mrs.  Willoughby. 

Game. — 1st  prize,  Henry  Willoughby,  Esq., 
Birdsall ;  2nd  and  Srd  prizes,  Mr.  Williaau 
Poster,  Malton  ;  the  remaining  pens  shown  by 
Mr.  Foster  were  highly  commended. 

Game  Chickens  (1854). — Ist  prize,  Henry 
Willoughby,  Esq.,  Birdsall;  2nd  prize,  Mr. 
Chas  Kirby,  Malton. 

Spanish. — Ist  and  2nd  prizes.  Dr.  Pearson, 
Bridlington;  3rd  prize,  Mr.  Braddock,  York; 
No.  99  highly  commended,  shown  by  Mr.  G. 
Wells,  Malton. 

Spanish  Chickens  (1854). — 1st  prize,  Mr. 
Braddock,  York. 

PoLANDs  (Black  with  White  Crest). — 1st  prize. 
Miss  Bower,  Welham, 

PoLANDS  (Gold  or  Silver) ;  the  bird  shown  by 
Mr.  Charter,  Driffield,  was  highly  commended. 

Poland  Chickens  (1854), — 1st  prize,  Mrs. 
Taylor,  Kirkham  Hall. 


Hamburg  (or  Pheasant  Gold  Pencilled), — 
Ist  prize,  Miss  Bower,  Welham. 

Silver  Pencilled  Chittbpratt. — Ist  prize. 
Mr.  Wm.  Jones,  Bulmer  ;  2nd  prize,  Mrs.  Dale, 
Settrington. 

Gold  Spangled. — 1st  prize,  My.  J.  Taite, 
Leeds ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  Law,  Coneysfhorpe  ;  Srd 
prize,  Mr.  Thomas  Mennell,  Malton. 

Silver  Spangled. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  W.  Monk- 
man,  Hutton ;  2nd  prize,  Miss  Coulson, 
Gatherley;  3rd  prize,  Isaac  Hartas,  Hutton 
HaU. 

Black. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  H.  Brown,  Malton  ; 
2nd  prize,  Mr.  J.  Kitching,  Old  Malton;  Srd 
prize,  Mr.  Charles  Kirby,  Malton. 

Chickens  (1854). — Ist  prize,  Mr.  J.  Taite, 
Leeds;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  T.  Mennell,  Malton;  Srd 
prize,  Mr.  C.  Russell,  Malton. 

Dorking  (White).— 1st  prize,  H.  Willoughby, 
Esq.,  Birdsall. 

Dorking  (Gray  or  Speckled). — 1st  prize,  Alfred 
Simpson,  Esq.,  Malton;  2nd  and  Srd  prize, 
Mrs.  Willoughby,  Birdsall. 

Dorking  (Chickens  any  colour,  1854). — 1st 
prize,  Mr.  Kirkley,  Driffield  ;  2nd  prize,  Mrs. 
Willoughby,  Birdsall ;  3rd  prize.  Lady  Mary 
Thompson,  Sheriff-Hutton  Park. 

Bantam  (Gold-laced). — ^Ist  prize,  not  awarded; 
2nd  prize,  Mrs.  Bower,  Welham ;  Srd  prize, 
Lady  Mary  Thompson,  Sheriff-Hutton  Park. 

Bantah  (Black). — 1st  prize,  Mr.  S.  Walker, 
Norton  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  C.  Eirby,  Malton. 

Bantam  (White). — Ist  prize,  Mr.  John  Saw- 
kill,  Malton. 

Chickens  any  Coloitr  (1854). — 1st  and  2nd 
prize,  not  awarded ;  Srd  prize,  Mrs.  Prest, 
Flaxton  Station. 

Extra  Stock. — 1st  and  2nd  prize,  J.  Hartas, 
Esq.,  Hutton  Hall;  Srd  prize,  a  prize  of  5«. 
awarded  for  a  pair  of  American  black  ducks. 

Guinea  Fowl. — 1st  prize.  Miss  Wright, 
Sheriff-Hutton ;  2nd  prize.  Lady  Mary  Thomp- 
son, Sheriff-Hutton  Park ;  Srd  prize,  Mrs. 
Wilkinson,  Leppington. 

Turkeys  (White  or  Black). — ^Ist  prize,  Mrs. 
Dixon,  Settrington;  2nd  prize.  Lady  Mary 
Thompson,  Sheriff-Hutton  Park ;  Srd  prize, 
Mrs.  WiUoughby,  Birdsall. 

Geese  (White). — 1st  prize,  Miss  Wright, 
Sheriff-Hutton. 

Geese  (G^^ay  or  Speckled). — 1st  prize,  Mrs. 
Willoughby,  Birdsall ;  2nd  prize,  Mrs.  Warwick, 
Billington  ;  Srd  prize,  Mrs.  Brown,  Stittenham. 

Best  Couple  of  Young  Geese  (hatched  in 
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1854). — Ist  prize,  Mrs.  Dixon,  Settrington  ;  2nd 
prize,  Mn.  Warwick,  Billington ;  3rd  prize,  E. 
Donkin,  Esq.,  BirdsaU. 

Aylbbbury  Ducks, —Irt  prize,  Mrs.  WU- 
longhby,  BirdsaU. 

Common  Ducks. — Ist  prize.  Lady  Kary 
Thompson,  Sheriff-Hutton  Park. 

Young  Ducks  (1864).— 1st  prize,  Mrs. 
Willonghby,  BirdsaU;  2nd  prize,  Lady  Mary 
Thompson ;  3rd  prize,  Mr.  C.  Kirby,  Malton. 

Pigeons  (Powters  or  Croppers). — 1st  prize, 
Mr.  Q.  'Wildon,  Kirby  Misperton ;  2nd  prize, 
Mr.  G.  Wright,  Bronghton. 

Pigeons  (Carriers). — 1st  prize,  Mr.  Stabler, 
Malton ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Norton. 

Pigeons  (Trumpeters). — 1st  prize,  Maatsr 
Leonard  Bower,  Welham. 

Pigeons  (Jacobins). — 1st  prize,  Mr.  Eobert 
Stabler,  Malton ;  2nd  prize.  Master  Henderson, 
Castle  Howard. 

Pigeons  (Fan  tails).— 1st  prize,  Mr.  John 
Culverwell,  London;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  Leonard 
Brown,  Settrington. 

Pigeons  (Tumblers).— Ist  prize,  Mr.  E. 
Stabler,  Malton;  2nd  prize,  M.  J.  Wilson, 
Norton. 

Doves. — Ist  prize,  Mrs.  Flint,  Malton. 

Babbits.— 1st  prize,  Mr.  0.  Kirby,  Malton; 
2nd  prize.  Master  F.  Exley ;  3rd  prize,  Mr.  J. 
W.  Diinkor,  Tibthorpe. 

The  awards  of  the  judges  gave  general 
satisfaction. 


Kngffi  Biutics. 

triples,  original  and  select,  prom  the 

note-book  op  a  DERBYSHIRE  YEOMAN. 

The  Cochin  China  Fowl, 

I  WEOTE,  that  **  granted  for  a  passing 
moment,"  the  Cochin  China  **  fowl  is  ugly," 
and  so  on ;  but  in  truth  this  sweepinff  state- 
ment does  not  apply  to  the  best  bred  speci- 
mens of  the  race,  or  indeed  to  the  smaller 
and. compact  breeds,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Lovell  variety.  It  is  xmjust  to  deny 
that  they  possess  individual  pomts  of  great 
beauty,  even  if  the  **  tout  ensemble "  be 
not  so  symmetrical  or  so  attractive  as  that 
presented  by  the  game  fowl.  Their  most 
inveterate  opponents  must  admit,  that  the 
head  of  a  good  Cochin  fowl  is  handsome — 


that  in  the  face-exp(ression  of  the  pullet, 
especially,  there  is  much  beauty,  and  also 
a  loving  tenderness  and  an  intemgenoe  not 
observed  in  other  poultry,  which  make 
them  especial  pets  with  those  who  rear 
them.  There  were  grace,  symmetry,  and 
majesty,  in  the  birds  belonging  to  Mr. 
Harrison,  of  Snelston,  which  took  the  first 
prize  at  Derby,  and  which  indeed  made 
them  appear  to  belong  to  a  different  race  of 
birds  from  those  long-legged,  bony,  shape- 
less, distorted  things  wmch  generally  pass 
under  the  name  of  Cochin  China  fowls. 
Not  every  cow  with  a  short  horn  can  be 
fairly  considered  as  a  type  of  those  beauti- 
ful and  useful  animals  which,  emanating 
from  the  meadows  and  byres  of  Charles 
Ceilings,  in  Durham,  have  spread  themselves 
over  the  kingdom  under  the  appellation  of 
**  short  horns,"  nor  should  every  mongrel 
fowl  with  lon^  legs,  short  tails,  and  ugly 
bodies,  be  considered  as  the  representatives 
of  the  Shanghae  fowls  of  Sturgeon,  Fun- 
chard,  Herbert,  and  Fairlie.  Honoured 
names  these!  who  have  kept  the  field 
against  all  comers,  for  buff,  partridge,  white, 
and  black  Cochins  respectively.  Not  bnt 
that  in  some  stray  combat  they  have  been 
beaten,  as  Staunton  in  a  solitary  game  of 
chess,  or  Filch  in  a  single  inning  at  cricket, 
but  in  a  season's  campaign  they  are  ever 
victorious,  and  public  acclaim  awards  to 
them  a  place  in  Poultry  annals  as  hifh 
and  as  honoured  as  those  occupiecl  in  the 
''Herd  Book"  by  Ceilings,  Bates,  and 
Ducie.  But  to  return  from  the  breeders  to 
the  breed.  Let  the  best  specimens  of  eadli 
variety  be  considered  in  a  review  of  their 
respective  merits,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
they  are  not  destitute  of  beauty.  The 
'^bufis''  perhaps  are  more  adapted  to  the 
quiet,  sober  taste  of  EngUsJi  people,  to  that 
peculiar  sense  of  the  beautirul  which 
regards  an  entire  suit  of  black  as  the  ap- 
propriate and  graceful  dress  of  a  gentleman, 
and  denounces  variety  or  colour  in  costume 
as  vulgar  and  ''  unbecoming."  Hence  the 
popularity  of  these  said  "buffs "  or  Stur- 
^eonite  Cochins;  but  the  partridge  ones, 
in  perfection,  are  not  to  be  despised.    The 
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white  variety  (if  "variety  be  strictly  appli- 
cable to  birds  which  cannot  be  depended 
upon  for  continuing  their  characteristics  in 
their  offspring)  is  very  handsome,  when 
obtained  of  good  form  and  colour,  like  the 
fowls  from  Mrs.  Herbert's,  of  Powick. 
They  should  possess  deep  red  combs  and 
wattles;  and  with  these,  beaks  and  legs 
which  rival  the  golden  splendour  of  the 
I  beak  of  the  Blackbird.  These  red  combs 
and  golden  legs  contrast  beautifully  with 
their  milk-white  plumage.  Upon  a  grass 
lawn  stretching  out  in  front  of  some  old 
mansion  like  Haddon,  or  Hardwioke,  they 
look  very  attractive,  and  with  Peacocks, 
and  golden  penoUled  Hamburgs  form  a 
group  fit  for  l3ie  inspection  of  Majesty,  and 
would  have  fascinated  the  pencu  and  the 
brush  of  that  immortal  poultry  painter  with 
the  hard  name,  Hondokoeter. 

However,  Utility  should  precede  Beauty, 
and  in  the  estimation  of  the  British  Farmer 
<'  handsome  is,  that  handsome  does  " — and 
here  the  Shanghae  fowl  will  not  be  found 
wanting.  As  I  have  said  before,  they  are 
excellent  layers,  and  arrive  at  maturity 
earlier  than  any  other  large-sized  fowl. 
By  the  term  ^'maturity"  I  mean  the  age 
at  which  a  Bird  will  commence  laving  eg^, 
and  thus  perpetuate  its  race.  They  will 
moreover  prove  hardier  than  any  other 
fowl,  except  the  game  breed — ^at  least  my 
experience  supports  this  assertion.  In  a 
very  elevated  position,  with  the  thermo- 
meter for  man^r  days  at  ^2  or  14  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point;  and  during  the 
niffht  of  January  the  3rd,  three  degrees 
below  zero,  six  Cochin  fowl,  ^y^  Spanish, 
eight  Dorkings,  and  four  golden  pencilled 
Hamburgs,  had  to  brave  the  cold,  with  no 
farther  protection  than  that  afforded  by  a 
common  poultry  shed,  without  artiffcial 
warmth.  Upon  the  first,  the  cold  left  no 
appreciable  mark,  the  Spanish  were  sadly 
''  mauled,"  the  combs  of  all  of  them  shrink- 
ing into  small  dimensions,  and  becoming  as 
black  as  a  choked  gobbler — ^the  Dorkmgs 
also  suffered  slightly  (with  one  exception), 
tiie  onlv  parties  escaping  scatheless  being 
the  Cochins  and  the  Hamburg  fowls.    Of 


these  two,  the  birds  from  the  Celestial 
Empire  had  the  advantage,  for  they  laid 
eggs  almost  daily,  while  their  pretty  com- 
panions postponed  tiiis  duty  until  the  mer- 
curial tube  of  the  thermometer  should 
attain  a  more  respectable  position  in 
society.  When  this  has  been  achieved, 
they  will  doubtless  again  resume  their 
cackle,  or  to  use  the  fine  language  of  our 
apothecary,  they  "will  express  themselves 
in  the  natural  language  of  Philoprogeni- 
tiveness."  And  now,  what  are  ^epointe 
which  a  good  Cochin  China  fowl  should 
possess?  It  should  be  of  lar^e  size — ^an 
adult  bird  of  two  years  old  ougnt  to  weigh 
at  least  ten  pounds — it  should  have  a  round 
head,  short  thick  neck,  a  broad  back,  and 
strong  shanks,  wide  apart — the  shanks  and 
legs  and  the  outward  toe  should  be  well 
covered  with  feathers,  and  the  toes  should 
be  four  in  number,  tiie  middle  one  being 
much  longer  than  all  otiiers.  The  eye 
should  be  large,  reddish  in  col6ur,  and 
expressive.  His  feathers  should  be  abun- 
dant— ^the  hackle  large,  and  flowing  grace- 
fully downwards  to  the  ostrich-like  taU. 
The  comb  should  be  upright,  indented,  and 
projecting  backwards ;  the  hinder  parts  of 
the  birds  should  have  a  square  appearance 
from  a  mass  of  soft  "  fluffy  feathers."  The 
faults  to  be  guarded  against  are  those  which 
approximate  the  fowl  to  the  Malay,  that 
is,  a  long  face,  long  clear  shanks,  and  close 
fitting  feathers;  or  to  the  Dorking  by  a 
fifth  toe  destitute  of  feathers.  The  early 
imported  birds  were  many  of  them  crossed 
by  these  fowls,  and  the  stain  will  frequentiy 
show  itself  even  in  the  third  generation. 
The  amateur  demands  a  uniform  colour, 
in  the  buff,  free  from  white  or  mealy  spots, 
and  similar  unity  in  the  black  and  white 
varieties.  Practical  farmers  can  afford  to 
smile  at  these  niceties,  and  look  to  form, 
quality,  and  substance  as  preferable  things. 
If  a  fowl,  like  a  Dutchman's  tulip,  were  a 
thing  merely  to  look  at,  these  fancies  might 
be  very  well,  but  so  long  as  the  essential 
characteristics  of  this  breed  be  guaranteed 
by  shape  and  size^  it  will  suit  both  the 
farmer  s  pocket  and  his  future  success  to 
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Trink  at  a  <^dark  haokle,"  or  a  ^'mealv 
wing,"-— FcrJttm  8€tt  sapientilnu — whinSi 
our  ele^poaxL  tells  me  is  the  Latin  for  the 
wise  savinffy  that  a  nod  is  as  good  as  a  wink 
to  a  blind  man. — £1/  permiswm  of  the 
AuthoTyfrom  the  ^^Jhfiy  JReporterr 


Maijagemlent  of  Geese  poe  the  Lon- 
don Makxet. — Cleanliness,  punctuality, 
and  regularity  prevail.  The  business  is 
conducted,  as  it  were,  by  machinery, 
rivalling  the  vibrations  of  the  pendulum 
in  uniformity  of  movement.  Tke  grand 
object  of  preparing,  not  geese  only,  but 
poultry  generally,  for  the  market,  in  as 
short  a  tune  as  possible,  is  effected  solelj 
by  paying  imremitting  attention  to  their 
wants,  in  keeping  them  thoroughly  clean, 
in  supplying  them  with  proper  food  (dry, 
soft,  and  green),  water,  exercise,  ground, 
&c.  On  arriving  at  the  feeder's,  they  are 
classed  -according  to  condition.  They 
soon  become  reconciled  to  their  new  abode, 
and  to  each  other.  They  are  fed  three 
times  a  day,  and  it  is  truly  astonishing 
how  soon  mey  acquire  the  knowledge  of 
the  precise  time,  marching  from  the  exer- 
cise ground  to  the  pens  like  soldiers  in 
close  column.  Goslings,  or  young  geese, 
come  to  hand  about  March,  after  which  a 
regular  and  constant  supply  arrives  weekly 
throughout  the  season.  At  first  they  are 
fed  on  soft  meat,  consisting  of  prime  bar- 
ley or  oatmeal,  afterwards  on  dry  corn. 
An  idea  prevails  with  many  that  any  sort 
of  com  will  do  for  poultry ;  this  is  a  grand 
mistake.  Those  who  feed  largely  know 
better,  and  invariably  make  it  a  rule  to 
buy  the  best.  The  Messrs.  Boyce,  of 
Stratford,  whose  pens  are  capable  of  hold- 
ing the  extraordinary  number  of  4,000 
geese,  independent  of  ducks,  turkeys,  &c., 
consume  20  coombs  of  oats  daily,  exclusive 
of  other  food.  Mowbeay, 

PioEONS  drink  differently  to  most  other 

birds.    GaUinaoeous  birds  sip,   and  then 

raise  up  their  heads ;  but  pigeons  take  a 

long  continued  draught,  as  Gilbert  White 

I    says,  like  quadrupeds. 


The  Two  Different  Presents. 

AK  ARlCOOnL 

In  an  article  which  I  wrote  for  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle"  <m  a  former  occasion, 
I  narrated  the  circumstances  of  the  speedy 
detection  of  some  poachers  aud  poultry- 
thieves  by  means  of  ^*  sleuth-hounds, "  and 
having  so  recently  detailed  the  partioulai 
features  of  the  extensive  manor  on  which 
the  capture  took  place,  I.  will  not  now  un- 
necessarily recapitulate  them.  SuJBB.ce  it 
then  to  say,  that  both  the  ground  itself, 
as  well  as  its  poor  inhabitants,  were 
equally  neglected;  both  being  but  very 
partiaUy  attended  to,  and,  iu  the  aggre- 
gate, allowed  to  take  their  own  natural 
course,  unoared-for,  and  unheeded.  Henoe 
it  was  that  the  wilds  of  these  mountains 
and  moorlands  did  at  the  same  time  both 
produce  an  abundance  of  game  and  also  a 
never-failing  supply  (among  the  widely- 
scattered  and  untaught  cottagers)  of  all 
that  was  careless,  reckless,  and  profane. 
It  was  when  the  exigent  oiroumstanoes 
thus  detailed  were  at  their  zenith  that  I 
was  aocidentall;^  invited  to  pass  some  time 
with  its  owner,  in  the  full  and  unrestricted 
enjoyment  of  the  sports  of  the  field. 
Here  (to  satiety)  I  ardently  followed  these 
pursuits,  for,  togeth*  with  the  energy  of 
youthful  impulse,  my  fondness  for  shoot- 
ing at  this  time  was  most  extraordinary, 
though  since  then  a  different  taste  has 
been  my  prevailing  passion. 

I  am  perfectly  and  fully  aware  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult,  nay,  almost  imp^ossible, 
to  narrate  any  personal  anecdote,  in  con- 
nexion with  our  former  experiences,  with- 
out being  laid  open  ^  to  the  charge  of 
egotism  and  self-praise.  I  repudiate  to 
the  utmost  any  such  feelings ;  I  have  but 
this  ever  openly-avowed  desire,  that 
possibly  by  my  statements  I  may  induce 
others  to  reflect  and  ponder  on  tneir  own 
individual  course — ^where  they  may  have 
erred,  to  adopt  different  conduct  for  the 
future  —  and,  contrariwise,  where  good 
effects   have    foUowed    certain  modes  of 
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action,  to  still  maintain  them,  fearlessly, 
inyiolably,  and  nnohanged. 

Let  the  thoughtless,  whoever  they  may 
be,  indulge  in  smiles  of  ridicule,  censure, 
or  dispraise.  I  claim  no  individual  merit, 
neither  do  I  deserve  it,  as  I  consider  it 
only  a  positive  duty,  to  scatter  by  the 
wayside  a  solitary  seed,  and  if  that,  by 
God's  blessing,  prove  instrumental  to  the 
welfare  of  even  my  humblest  fellow  crea- 
ture, the  honour  be  to  Him  and  Him  alone. 
Without  then  any  farther  prelude,  I  will 
simply  add,  that  tnough  for  obvious  reasons 
I  omit  the  name  and  address  of  parties 
alluded  to,  the  circumstances  are  truly 
related,  in  a  manner  equally  ungarblea 
and  unexaggerated. 

Tired  of  tiae  excitement  which  a  jealousy 
to  be  the  "first  to  kill "  ever  must  nroduce 
between  rival  sportsmen,  when  shooting 
side  by  side,  I  one  morning,  on  which 
the  weather  seemed  likely  to  be  rainy, 
remained  at  the  Hall ;  about  eleven  o'clock, 
however,  the  atmosphere  cleared  unex- 
pectedly, and,  appearances  of  rain  subsid- 
ing, I  called  a  favourite  steady  old  pointer, 
took  up  my  gun,  and  wanderea,  unattended 
by  any  one,  I  really  cared  not  whither ;  as 
the  game  was  so  incredibly  abundant,  that 
I  could  safely  ensure  good  sport  anywhere. 
I  this  day  more  than  usually  enjoyed  the 
rural  scenery,  and  had  just  bagged  a  brace 
of  partridges,  when  suddenly  a  blackcock 
rose  up  close  to  the  spot  from  which  I  had 
only  a  moment  before  twice  fired;  and, 
being  unloaded,  my  only  resource  was,  if 
possible,  "  to  mark  him  down."  I  did  so, 
for  he  flew  directly  to  a  neighbouring 
brake,  and  thither,  when  ready,  I  speedily 
followed.  "  BeUe  "  soon  "  found,"  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  brake,  among  some 
rankly-grown  bilberries  ;  but  by  the 
pointer's  "drawing,"  it  was  plain  the 
bird  was  quickly  smfting  his  quarters  by 
running.  He  rose,  at  length,  quite  out 
of  gun-shot,  and  I  again  "  marked  him 
down "  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  glen.  To  reach  this  spot 
entailed  a  journey  of  very,  considerable 
distance,  as  at  the  deepest  spot  of  land 


now  between  us  lay  a  morass,  to  pass  over 
which  was  impossible ;  still  anxious,  if 
possible  to  kill  the  bird,  I  boldly  set  out 
on  the  adventore,  little  supposing  to  what 
it  was  about  to  lead. 

The  sun  was  now  shining  brightly ;  the 
heat  was  extreme ;  and  my  journey  a  toil- 
some one,  for,  bent  solely  on  my  present 
prey,  I  totally  disregarded  all  other  kinds 
of  game  that  offerea,  called  old  Belle  close 
to  heel,  and  then  struggled  through  brake 
and  briar  till  the  desired  spot  was  attained. 
Here  every  effort  to  find  the  black  ^ouse 
was  totally  useless ;  the  bird  must  in  the 
interval  have  taken  wing  a  third  time 
xmknown  to  myself,  and  thus  foiled  me. 
"Wearied,  sunburnt,  and  almost  exhausted, 
I  sat  myself  down  on  the  wild  heather 
sorely  vexed  that  I  had  ever  been  induced 
to  cross  over,  and  seriously  reflecting  on 
the  distance  back  again ;  but  I  was  deter- 
mined not  to  return  by  the  way  I  came, 
and  pursued  a  directly  contrary  course,  the 
distant  hills  serving  me  as  a  landmark. 
Thus  toUwom,  I  journeyed  homewards.  I 
had  not  seen  any  human  habitation  for 
some  hours,  far  less  any  living  individual ; 
when  suddenly  my  attention  was  directed 
to  some  smoke  curling  at  some  distance 
apparently  from  an  issue  in  the  ground 
itself.  I  at  once  made  towards  it,  and  it 
proved  to  arise  from  a  small  hut,  partly 
scooped  out  of  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  partly 
erected  from  turf,  cut  from  the  neigh- 
bouring moors ;  at  the  doorway  appealed 
a  soantdy-clad  lad  of  about  thirteen  years 
old.  I  went  up  and  spoke  to  him:  he 
seemed  at  first  very  shy  and  alarmed, 
but  by  speaking  kindly  to  him,  the  reserve 
wore  away,  and  he  became  open  and 
explanatory.  I  asked  him  to  be  allowed 
to  sit  down  awhile,  on  account  of  the  exces- 
sive heat  of  the  sun,  and  entering,  found 
he  was  busily  engaged  preparing  the  daily 
meal  for  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 
It  was  cooking  in  a  large  three-legged  pot, 
over  a  fire  made  of  dried  sticks,  the  smoke 
from  which  had  first  attracted  my  notice. 
The  contents  of  this  pot  it  at  first  puzzled 
me  greatiy  to  understand,  for  as  it  bubbled 
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under  the  repeated  stirrings  incessantly 
bestowed,  "  strange  forms  came  up"  aad  as 
speedily  disappeared;  its  "material"  I 
could  not  comprehend;  but,  reader,  you 
shall  be  at  once  made  acquainted  with  what 
it  took  some  little  time  and  inquiries  too, 
on  my  part  to  discover :  as  I  wish  you  to 
know  the  thoroughly  abject  condition  of 
this  family  at  the  time  specified. 

(To  be  continued). 


Wii  mfft'i  f  ttttr-§flsf. 


TJNPRODUOTIVB  HBNS. 

Sifi, — I  have  been  hoping  to  find  some  allu- 
sion in  the  **  Poultry  Chronicle  ''  to  a  fact,  and, 
I  believe,  not  an  uncommon  one,  regarding  the 
layiilg  of  a  Cochin  China  hen.  Not,  however, 
having  observed  it  noticed,  I  will  trust  to  the 
courtesy  with  which  inquiries  are  always  re- 
ceived by  the  Editor,  to  obtain  the  information 
I  wish  for.  A  Cochin  hen  was  given  to  me  two 
months  ago  by  a  friend,  and  was  supposed  to  be 
a  good  layer,  but  there  were  several  other  Cochin 
hens  in  tue  same  yard.  To  my  disappointment, 
though  1  find  her  on  the  nest  for  an  hour  or  two 
almost  daily,  she  never  lays,  and  even  were  she 
to  eat  the  eggs,  I  feel  sure  I  should  some  time 
have  detected  the  act.  The  hen  appears  in  per- 
fect health,  with  all  the  signs  of  laying,  though 
perhaps  she  does  not  gobble  quite  so  much  as  a 
Cochin  does  when  in  uiU  laying,  and  is  not  too 
fat.  What  I  wish  to  know  is  whether  there  is 
any  prospect  of  amendment,  for  there  is  no  chance 
of  the  hen  being  in  better  health ;  and  the  bill 
of  fare  being  approved  by  Mr.  Bally,  a  change  of 
diet  could  scarcely  ofier  any  hope.  I  am  not 
aware  whether  it  is  considered  that  breeding  in- 
and-in,  is  the  cause  of  our  sometimes  meeting 
with  "hennies,"  but  this  spring  I  have  found 
several  in  different  yards,  but  all  from  eggs  from 
a  yard  where  the  cock  and  hens  were  related. 
They  were  the  size,  and  had  the  plumage  of  the 
hen,  with  the  head  and  comb  of  a  cock,  and 
crowed  occasionally.  Introducing  one  among 
my  poultrv,  the  cocks  flew  at  it,  and  the  hens 
ran  away  in  terror,  except  a  spirited  game  hen, 
who  attacked  the  intruder  most  fiercely.— I  am 
your  obedient  servant,  A. 

[We  can  mention  a  parallel  case,  which  may 
give  our  correspondent  A.  hopes  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess with  his  unproductive  hen.  In  the  spring 
of  1853  we  had  a  very  handsome  Cochin  hen 
newly  arrived  from  China.    She  was  as  much 


disguised  with  dirt  as  fowls  generally  are  when 
brought  from  on  board  ship,  but  appeared  per- 
fectly healthy.  From  the  first  she  repaired  to 
the  nest  daily,  where  she  would  sit  for  several 
hours,  but  no  one  could  ever  discover  any  signs 
of  an  egg  whole  or  broken.  We  treated  her  with 
a  little  physic,  a  grass  run,  and  a  good  deal  of 
patience.  She  acted  in  the  same  manner  until 
the  autumn,  when  she  chose  to  sit,  hatched  a 
small  number  of  eggs,  brought  up  the  chickens, 
and  laid  a  single  egg^  from  which  in  November 
a  chicken  was  hatched,  with  merit  to  induce  con- 
tinued patience  with  its  mother.  In  the  spring 
of  this  year  she  began  to  lay  as  a  hen  should  do : 
she  has  laid  an  abundance  of  eggs,  which  have 
hatched  well,  and  is  now  in  every  respect  a 
capital  fowl. — Ed.] 


ON  THB  DISEASES  OV  FOWLS. 

Mr.  Editor, — To  follow  up  my  remarks 
concerning  the  Diseases  of  Poultry,  as  an  example 
of  our  ignorance  I  will,  you  approving,  relate 
the  following  cases  from  memory.  1st. ,  D.  J. ,  Esq. 
forwarded  a  dead  swan,  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
the  cause  of  death.  Inspection : — Body  emaciated, 
almost  a  skeleton ;  brain  healthy ;  stomach  some- 
what more  vascular  than  in  the  healthy  state ; 
plenty  of  food  in  the  gizzard,  but  undigested, 
mixed  with  fine  sand  and  one  or  two  pieces  of 
small  gravel ;  could  not  detect  any  poison. 
There  was  clearly  too  little  of  those  quartzy 
particles  for  healthy  digestion.  I  therefore  pro- 
posed a  liberal  supply  of  fresh  water  sand. 
Other  fowls  had  been  sent,  but  this  is  a  type  of 
the  whole,  No  more  deaths  from  indigestion. 
2nd.,  F.  L.,  Es^.,  showed  me  a  very  fine  buff 
Cochin  hen,  which  had  dropped  dead  from  the 
perch.  Having  made  a  careful  inquiry  about 
the  feeding,  which  was  unground  maize,  ad 
libitum  t  and  knowing  its  wonderful  fattening 
properties,  I  suspected  apoplexy,  and  examined 
the  brain  and  its  membranes  very  carefully,  but 
could  not  say  there  were  morbid  appearances 
sufHcient  to  account  for  death.  3rd.,  I  lost  two 
fowls  from  a  disease  in  the  windpipe,  resembling 
croup  in  the  chUd,  and  could  not  succeed  in 
curing  the  disease,  although  I  followed  the 
instructions  of  some  modem  authors.  On  in- 
specting the  windpipe  from  the  root  of  the 
tongue,  I  found  congestion  and  swelling  of  the 
glottis  and  rima  glottidis,  but  no  false  membrane 
such  as  I  should  have  found  in  a  child.  I  carried 
ofi*  the  water  dropping  from  the  house  by  spout- 
ing, and  made  their  situation  drier,  and  the 
disease  now  is  only  seldom  and  slight. — I  am, 
Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

B.  G.,  of  Cumberland^ 
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▲  DifloovRAaiva  casb. 

I-  KEEP  seyeral  buff  Cochins,  which  ought  to 
haye  been  good  birds  as  they  cost  me  much 
money,  but  their  progeny  are  yery  dark,  and 
many  of  them  were  the  most  frightful  creatures 
eyer  seen,  scarcely  growing  after  six  weeks  old, 
and  then  remaining  statipnary  without  any 
feathers  except  round  the  neck  and  the  principal 
quill  feathers.  Some  of  them  had  such  horrible 
heads— quite  bare,  and  perfectly  idiotic  in  appear- 
ance, if  such  .a  term  can  be  applied  to  chickens — 
and  at  ten  weeks  old  they  still  continued  so. 
Others  were  quite  blind  (not  roupy,  but  their 
eyes  sunk  in  their  heads),  and  maggoty  just  before 
they  were  killed.  What  could  be  the  cause  of 
all  these  monstrosities,  as  my  other  chickens 
from  a  different  strain  were  quite  healthy  ?  was  it 
caused  \>y  in-and-in  breeding,  as  the  parents  were 
all  purchased  of  one  gentleman  ? 

A.  B.  Whanqle, 


10  PaEYBOT!  HENS  EATINQ  THEIR  EGOS, 

Deab.  Sib, — I  am  pleased  as  one  of  your  first 
subscribers,  to  perceiye  the  **  Chronicle  "  is  getting 
practical,  so  that  wo  amateurs,  who  can  appreciate 
the  luxury  of  seeing  beautiful  poultry,  may  better 
learn  how  to  increase  their  comfort  by  proper 
treatment. 

It  would  be  a  pity  that  jealousy,  or  business 
habits  should  withhold  useful  information.  My 
information  may  be  trifling,  but  if  J.  L.  will 
blow  some  eggs  and  partially  fill  them  with 
mixed  mustard,  taking  care  that  the  interior  of 
the  shell  is  well  coyered,  and  place  them  before 
his  egg-eaters,  one  or  more  such  applications 
could  not  fail  of  curing  the  thieyes.  A  small 
wafer  at  each  end  of  the  egg  would  securely  stop 
the  aperture,  that  the  mustard  could  not  escape 
before  the  hens  break  the  eggs.  Can  any  of  your 
readers  prescribe  for  me  ?  X  haye  a  Dorking  cock 
with  a  yery  large  comb,  which  sometimes  is 
almost  black,  especially  the  extremities,  and 
generally  more  so  as  the  weather  is  colder. 

I  should  further  like  to  know  how  I  can 
cleanse  and  whiten  the  feathers  on  the  topknot  of 
the  white-crested   Folands. — I   am,   dear  Sir, 

T.  E.  C.  C. 


POITLTRY  PRIZE  AWARDS. 

Deab.  Sib, — Haying  with  much  pleasure  read 
the  experience  of  J.  H.  in  No.  19, 1  beg  to  add  a 
few  lines  with  respect  to  what  the  aboye  gentle- 
man terms  the  lottery  of  prize  awards  at  shows. 
Now  at  the  recent  show  at  Antony,  the  Ayles- 
bury ducks  are  represented  as  yery  good.  There 
were  four  pens  shown,  suid  three  were  disqualified 


on  account  of  certain  marks  found  on  them;  yet, 
strange  to  say,  our  best  judge  in  the  country, 
E.  Hewitt,  Eisq.,  awarded  the  first  and  second 
prizes  at  Exeter,  but  a  few  weeks  before,  to  two  of 
the  pens :  and  gaye  Ihe  first  prize  at  Taunton, 
but  a  few  weeks  before,  to  one  of  the  same  lady's 
pens.  I  will  add  a  few  words  more  of  esgjerience, 
for  the  benefit  of  young  exhibitors  at  shows; 
Last  year  I  obtained  three  chickens,  and  showed 
them  at  one  of  the  principal  local  shows ;  they 
were  passed  oyer,  and  eyen  sneered  at  by  many, 
but,  Sir,  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  those  same  birds 
took  two  first  and  one  second  prizes  in  less  than  a 
month,  which  shows  that  it  is  quite  a  lottery.  I 
am  yery  glad  to  notice  a  list  of  the  qualifications 
of  certain  descriptions  of  fowl  in  No.  18,  copied 
from  Mr.  Baily's  work,  and  trust  it  will  be 
continued  to  tne  other  sorts  of  fowl.  I  thhik, 
Mr.  Editor,  if  you  could  get  Mr.  Hewett  to  giye 
you  weekly  his  standara  of  qualification,  you 
would  be  conferring  a  yery  great  boon  on  all 
readers  of  the  Chronicle,  as  then  we  should  all 
know  what  to  breed  to,  and  not  find  a  poultry 
exhibition  such  a  lottery  as  it  now  is. — ^Yours, 
Gamecock. 
Plymouth,  July  7th,  1854. 

[The  beautjr  of  fowls  so  much  depends  upon 
present  conditio?^,  that  the  same  pen  miffht  take 
a  prize  at  one  time,  and  be  shown  without 
success  eyen  a  few  weeks  after,  yet  attach  no 
blame  to  the  judges. 

We  are  informed  that  the  new  edition  of  Mr. 
Baily's  work  on  poultry,  which  is  now  in  the 
press,  will  contain  particulars,  similar  to  the 
extract  with  which  we  were  fayoured,  about 
each  kind  of  fowl. — Ed.] 


POULTRY  JlTDaiNG, 

Sir,— It  is  to  be  hoped  that  "  J.  H.  '*  will 
profit  by  his  "  experience  "  in  sending  birds  to 
poultry  shows,  and  that  he  will  also  think  twice 
before  he  acts  once  in purchasing  a  pen  of  prize 
geese ;  for  eyen  dealer  judffes  are  not  infallible, 
as  the  following  case  will  show.  The  Yorkshire 
AgriciUtural  »>ciety  held  a  Christmas  show  in 
December  last;  and,  as  the  committee  of  the 
Society  had  no  **  sinful  surmises  "  about  *^  dealer 
judges,"  they  chose  accordingly.  Class  56  was 
for  the  best  gander  and  two  geese ;  well,  the 
pens  were  arranged  and  occupied,  and  underwent 
the  inspection  of  the  judges,  and  the  first  prize 
was  alloted  to  pen  394,  containing  what  ?  Threb 
Ganders  ! ! !  so  that,  although  the  Society  had 
appointed,  at  a  great  expense,  men,  *' whose  ex- 
perience, skill,  and  judgment,  should  preserve 
them  from  such  mischieyous  blunders ; "  yet  they 
were  not  able  or  disposed  to  disqualify  the  pen 
on  sex  account.     Perhaps  your  correspondent 
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can  give  a  little  information  u  to  the  whereabouts 
of  the  **  honourable  men  "  he  mentions ;  aa  I 
seTer  myself,  in  the  whole  course  of  my  experi- 
ence at  poultry  shows,  met  with  a  set  of  jud^s 
that  were  infallible,  and  suited  all  parties, 
particularly  the  unsuccessful.  I  remain,  Sir, 
yours  respectMUy,        An  Ahatevb  Judob. 


HIOH  OOHDITIOir  Ut  FOWLS. 

Your  correspondent  may  rest  assured  that 
there  is  no  royal  road  to  **  throwing  birds  into 
that  .beautiful  eondition  so  often  noticeable  at 
ihow'i."  It  is  solely  scoomplished  by  regular 
feeding  with  the  usual  wholesome  food,  pure 
water,  dust  baths,  deanlinese  in  their  habitation, 
and,  it  must  be  added,  pure  or  country  air ;  for 
glossy  plumage  is  unknown  in  large  towns ;  even 
the  black  Spanish  is  of  a  sooty,  rather  than  a 
glossy  black,  in  large  or  smoky  towns.  My  own 
birds,  indeed,  are  regularly  washed  in  warm 
water  and  with  soap  before  they  are  exhibited ; 
and,  although  they  are  hardly  glossy,  yet  they  are 
clean  and  in  good  condition;  and,  being  almost 
'*  true  to  a  feather,"  they  hare  taken  the  highest 
prizes  at  our  largest  poultry  shows,  although 
town-bred.  Let  your  correspondent  keep  his 
birds  as  above  hinted,  and,  depend  upon  it.  they 
will  exhibit  all  the  glossy  condition  he  wisnes  to 
behold.  Taist&ak  Shandy. 

HuU.  

DEATH  Of  A  KUXBBR  Of  0HICK1K3. 

Sir, — Can  you  account  for  the  death  of  a  hatch 
of  eleven  chickens,  which  came  out  on  the  28th 
of  June.  The  eggs  were  quite  ftresh,  a  cross 
between  white  Shanghae  and  Dorking.  Every 
egg  the  hen  sat  on,  hatched,  and  the  chickens 
ibr  a  tew  days  appeared  very  nrong  and  healthy. 
On  the  4th  of  July  three  were  found  dead  on 
going  to  feed  them  in  the  morning,  and  as  the 
others  appeared  rather  weakly,  they  were  re- 
moved from  the  hen  (a  Dorking)  and  placed  in 
I  a  basket  by  the  fireside,  and  carefully  fed  every 
two  hours  on  eeg  and  bread  crumbs.  One  after 
another  they  all  died  in  two  days,  some  about 
half  an  hour  after  having  eaten  quite  heartily. 
They  were  kept  in  a  dry  warm  house  when  first 
hatched.  This  wholesiue  loss  is  the  more  un- 
accountable, as  out  of  above  a  hundred  chickens 
hatched  this  year  I  have  scarcely  lost  one  from 
iUness.  An  Axatsub, 

[Had  the  chickens  the  necessary  access  to 
sitone^,  or  is  it  possible  that  anything  of  a 
nrisonous  nature  can  have  fallen  in  their  way  }-^ 

A  OOVTBAST. 

Mb,  Editor.— I  am  not  a  poultry  fancier,  and 
prefer  a  boiled  lowl  and  oyster  sauce  to  aBramah 


Pootra  with  a  pea  eomb,  or  a  Cochin  China  with 
falcon  hocks.  The  other  day  I  met  with  what  I 
consider  two  very  curious  things,  one  waa  **  The 
Poultry  Chronicle,"  and  the  other  the  *'Bill  of 
Fare  '*  of  an  entertainment  given  in  the  Great 
Hall,  Ely  Place,  Holborn,  in  the  year  1531,  to 
Henry  y  III.  and  Queen  Catherine.  You  and 
your  **  Constant  Beaders  *'  know  a  great  deal 
more  about  the  former  of  these  two  than  I,  and 
my  only  reason  for  troubling  you  with  tbe  latter 
is  that  you  may  compare  it  with  your  Leadenhall 
returns  and  see  how  wonderfully  **  Chickens  is 
ria  "  in  the  last  two  centuries. 

a.   d. 
Capons  of  Greece,  from  one  poulter,  10  doz.  1    8  each 
Capons  of  Kent,  nine  dozen  and  six    .        .10,, 
PulletB,  the  best  at  2id.  each,  the  others    .0    2   „ 

Pigeons,  87  dosen OS  dot. 

jMxkM,  340  dosen 0    6  „ 

We  constantly  find  people  who  lament  the 
''Good"  old  times,  and  can  seldom  find  any 
reason  for  their  so-doing,  but  if  the  above  be 
correct  (I  copied  it  from  an  old  record  J,  I  really 
think  that  **  in  re  "  poultry  they  mav  ao  so  with 
justice.— Yours  truly,  Bramble. 


It  is  always  of  great  consequence  that 
oldldren  be  brought  up  to  set  a  just  value 
upon  all  useful  udngs,  and  especially  upon  | 
all  living  things.  One  of  the  greatest  faults  | 
of  servants  is  their  inadequate  care  of 
animals  committed  to  their  charge;  this 
remissness  is  owing  to  the  servant  not 
having  been  brought  up  to  feel  an  interest 
in  the  well-being  of  animals. — Cobhetl^s 
Cottage  Economy, 

"What  is  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  , 
well.  Do  not  keep  stock  if  you  cannot  I 
keep  them  properly. 

< '  Let  the  flock's  good  feed  ' 

Be  the  master's  heed  ;  \ 

What  at  first  he  may  cast  i 

WiU  be  doubled  at  hwt."  I 

As  THE  SHOWS  DEAW  NEAE,  the  chick- 
ens    for    exhibition   should    be    carefully    j 
selected  as  to  colour,  comb,  and  age.    Let 
them,  if  possible,  be  of  the  same  brood,  that  ! 
they  may  agree  when  in  confinement.    If    ' 
vou  reNg[uire  to  show  four  birds,   alwa^    < 
have  eight  ready,  to  guard  against  acci- 
dents. 
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"CtTEE  roK  THE  PiP. — Undoubtedly 
about  these  days  some  of  our  chickens 
'will  have  tiiis  commou  chicken  complaint. 
Cure  it,  simply  by  mixing  a  table-spoon- 
full  of  sulphur  with  about  three  pounds  of 
meal  for  &ed,  giying  it  every  other  morn- 
ing perhaps  for  a  fortnight," 

[We  find  this  paragraph  floating  in  the  news- 
papers, and  we  are  inclined  to  think  it  worth 
tomotbing.  The  prescription  is  simple,  and  it 
should  be  tried  by  those  whose  ohiokens  are  thus 
troubled.] 

A  Racook  often  puts  to  death  as  many 
as  fifteen  or  twenty  fowls  in  a  night,  with-^ 
out  eating  any  part  of  them  except  the 
head ;  he  only  sacks  the  blood. — Maeajdh 
JR.  CocK 


Poultry  Market,  LeadenhaU. 

The  tendency  of  the  market  is  downwards 
— the  supplies  increase,  and  the  demand 
diminishes.  The  price  of  food  is  visible  in 
the  lack  of  condition  and  fatness  of  all 
poultry,  more  especially  geese  and  ducks. 


Large  Fowls 6s. 

Fowls   4s. 

Chickens  28. 

6h)sling8    6s. 

Ducks   Ss. 

Babbits Is. 

Wild  ditto 

Leverets    3s. 

Qaails  Is. 


6d.  to  7s. 
Od.  to5s. 
6d.  to  as. 
Od.  to  6s. 
6d.  to  Ss. 
6d.  to  Is. 
lOd.  to  Is. 
6d.  to  5s. 
6d.  tols. 


6d.  each. 

6d. 

6d. 

6d. 

9d. 

8d. 

Od. 

Od. 

9d. 


Reader.— TYm  disease  yott  mention  is  an  uncommon 
one,  and  arises  from  some  internal  rupture.  The 
openUiff  made  to  allow  the  air  to  escaM  should  be 
covered  with  some  adhesive  substance,  i  ou  pursued 
the  proper  course;  but  we  have  never  known  an 
-iBstanoe  where  it  did  not  oeour  again,  and  eventually 
kiUthebiid. 

^fTtotour.— There  is  no  washingr  equal  to  putting 
fowls  out  in  a  heavy  shower*  and  when  they  are 
thoroughly  wetted,  putting  them  in  a  cage  well 
bedded  with  dean  aoft  straw.  lAcking  the  rain,  the 
plumage  may  be  washed  in  soap  and  water  with  a 
sponge,  and  the  fowl  put  in  straw,  as  above^ 


A  Correepondent  mentions  that  ''T.'S.,"  in  the  cata- 
logue of  works  on  poultry,  has  forgotteii  that  of  J.  J. 
Nolan,  Esq.,  "Ornamental,  Aqxiatic,  and  Domestic 
Fowl,"  price  4«. 

A  CoMtarU  Subteribtr.^An  "in  the  multitude  of 
counsellors  there  is  wisdom,"  we  are  very  much 
obliged  to  our  correspondent  for  his  fair  and  Impartial 
opinion  of  the  awards  referred  to  in  his  letter,  and 
hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  his  opinion  on 
poultry  matters  from  time  to  time. 

B.  W.  Jt.^White  Dorldngs  with  top-knots  are  not 
eligible  to  compete  for  prises.    Single  combed  are 

Eure,  and  frequently  stand  first ;  but  the  rose-combed 
ave  always  been  considered  a  higher  strain ;  and  if 
two  pens  were  alike  in  every  other  point,  we  should 
not  hesitate  to  allow  the  latter  to  take  precedence  on 
the  prize  list,  on  account  of  their  combs. 

Livt  and  Xeam,  in  reply  to  "J.  L.,"  recommends 
the  following:'^'*  Put  the  birds  up  in  a  shed  of  some 
sort,  so  as  to  prevent  their  getting  their  morning 
meal  till  about  the  middle  of  the  day ;  give  them  one 
or  two  eggs  (according  to  the  number)  vrell  boiled  and 
quite  hot  Those  they  wUl  probably  eat  as  usual ;  but 
futer  burning  themselves  two  or  three  times  with  the 
hot  eggs,  they  vrill  desist  then,  and  probably  fur  ever." 
We  have  known  this  tried,  without  succeaa. 

To  the  Bev.  W.  B. — After  receiving  the  address,  we 
did  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  the  letter. 
If  our  correspondent  is  not  successftil,  we  shall  be 
happy  to  hear  from  him  again. 

&  B. — Spanish  fowls,  decidedly,  should  not  be 
"feathered to  the  toes." 


"^Mmmv^i. 


WELLINGTON,  SOMERSET.— A  GRAND 
EXHIBITION  OP  POULTRY  AND  PiaSONB, 

open  to  all  England,  awarding  Prises  to  the  amoimt 
of  £ftQt  will  be  held  in  the  Grounds  of  the  Rev.  W.  W. 
Pulman,  at  Drake's  Place,  in  cox^unction  with  a 
Fancy  Fair,  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  8rd  and  4th 
of  August^  1864,  in  aid  of  the  Funds  for  the  Erection 
of  the  National  School  Rooms  in  Wellington^  under 
distinguished  patronage. 

Birds  will  be  conveyed  Free  of  Carriage  to  and  from 
the  Exhibition  on  the  South  Devon  and  Bristol  and 
Exeter  Railways,  by  the  kind  permission  of  the 
Companies. 

The  band  of  the  Royal  Marines  will  be  in  attendance 
during  the  day,  and  there  will  be  a  magnificent  display 
of  Fireworks  m  the  evening. 

Admission— On  the  First  Day,  to  the  Bazaar,  If. ;  to 
the  Poultry  Show,  U  ;  and  to  the  Fire  Works,  W. ; 
ou  the  Second  Day,  to  the  Bazaar  and  Poultry 
Show,  1«. 

A  List  of  Prizes  and  Conditions,  with  Certificates, 
will  be  forwarded  to  persons  enclonag  a  fullydirected 
stamped  enveloi>e,  to  Mb.  Bichd.  CamrKB,  Honorary 
Secretary,  Wellington,  Somerset. 

CAPTAIN  SNELL  wiU  Sell  his  BUFF  and 
PARTRIDGE  COCHIN  CHINA  CHICKENS  at 
dBl  \e.  per  pair.  Single  Cockerels,  10*. ;  PoUeti^  15«. 
each.— «t.  Swithin's  Lane,  London. 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  and  Ck)/8  PATENT 
WIRE  FBNCING,  strong  enough  to  keep 
out  Sheep,  &c.,  and  doae  euoufi^  for  Dogs, 
Babbits,  Poultry,  &c. 

Price  2d,  per  square  foot. 

ORDINARY  WIRE  NETTING,  fi:x)m  2id.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CX)., 

AGRICULTURAL     IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS, 

Swan  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street,  London. 


FOR    POULTRY    HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  and   DUBABLE    BOOFING. 


pROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
vV  ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious  to  rain, 
snow,  and  &c«t.  and  has  been  tested  by  a  long  and 
extensive  expenence  in  all  climates.  Saves  half  the 
timber  required  for  slates.  Can  be  laid  on  with  great 
facility  by  farm  servants  or  unpractised  persons. 

Price  Id.  per  square  foot.  CROGGON'S  PATENT 
NON-CONDUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam- 
boilers  and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  Testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  applica- 
tion to  CROGGON  &  Co.,  2,  Dowgate  Hill,  London, 
who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATHING  FELT,  and 
INODOROUS  FELT,  for  Da^mp  Walls,  and  lining 
Iron  Houses  and  Roofb  generally,  to  equalise  the 
temperature. 

EGGS  from  FIRST  CLASS  and  PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Daily  has  now  for  Sale,  Dorking, 
Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma  Pootra,  Se- 
bright, Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Aylesbury  Duck  Eggs. 
The  above  are  from  carefully  selected  and  very  supe- 
rior birds. 

Baily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls  and 
Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.  Box,  3s. ;  by  post^ 
3s.  4d. 

Ballv's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  quarts, 
17s.  6d. ;  seven  quarts,  15e.  6d. ;  tnree  quarts,  18s.  6d. 
Particulars  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Daily,  2s.;  by  post,  2s.  6d.— The 
plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the  day. 

113,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square. 


MR.  J.  R.  RODBARD,  of  Aldwick  Court, 
havmg  taken  Two  1st  Prizes  at  the  Exeter  Show. 
1st  Prize  at  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  Show,  and 
2nd  Prize  at  the  Cheltenham  Show,  with  his  BUFF 
COCHIN  CHINA  CHICKENS,  has  several  from  the 
same  stoc^  to  dispose  of. 

Apply  to  J.  R.  RoDBABD,  Aldwick  Court*  Langford, 
near  BiistoL 


THE    CAMBRIDGESHIRE    EXHIBITION    ! 
OF  POULTRY  will  be  held  at  Cambridge,  on 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  November  8tb,     | 
9th,  and  10th,  under  the  distinguished  patronage  of 
H.   R.  H.  the  Pmncb  Albert,  Chancellor;   T.  C.    i 
Geldart,  Esq.,  Trinity  Hall,  Vice-Chancellor :  G.  A. 
Brimley,  Esq.,  Mayor,  and  numerous  memDers  of     | 
the  University,  Town  and  County. 

Schedules  of  Prizes  may  be  obtained  on  appUcation     j 
to  C.  H.  Crosse,  M.A.,  Honorary  Secretary.  j 

VALE  OF  AYLESBURY  POULTRY  AS- 
SOCIATION.—The  First  Exhibition  of  Poultry 
will  take  place  at  Aylesbiuy,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday,  October  the  3rd,  4th,  and  5ih,  1864. 

Forms  of  Entry  and  Schedules  of  Prizes  may  be 
obtained  on  and  after  the  15th  of  July,  of  the  Secre- 
taries, Messrs.  T.  Wootton  and  J.  D.  Muddxman, 
Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury,  on  receipt  of  one  Postage 
Stamp. — Entries  close  September  1, 1854.  i 

PRIZE   PTARMIGANS  FOR  SALE,  fh)m  ' 
Dr.  Burnbt's  Original  Stock,  a  Cock  and  three 
Hens,  exceedingly  handsome,  which  F.  Bernbll,  Esq. 
of  Fareham,  gave  £20  for.    The  Hens  are  in  ftdl  laying. 

Also,  for  Sale,  18  Chickens,  hatched  in  Hay  (most 
of  which  have  the  upright  top-knots),  at  an  imprece-    ; 
dented  low  price.    Also,  Sittings  of  Eggfs,  at  lOs.  the 
Sitting,  warranted  good. 

To  be  had  of  T.  Moore,  West  Street,  Fareham,  Hants,    i 


Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

SixLines , Ss.    Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.    4d. 

Latest  hour  for  Advertisements,  Twelve  o'clock  on 
Monday. 

Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edition,  18s. ; 
half-yearly,  6s.  6d. ;  quarterly,  Ss.  3d. ;  payable  in 
advance. 
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Payable, 
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Ponlti^  Shows. 

Torkfthire  Agricaltural  Society,  at  Bipou, 
August  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.     Entries  are  dosed. 

Wellisgton,  Somerset.  Thursday  and  Friday, 
drd  and  4th  of  August  Honorary  Secretary, 
K.  Comer,  Esq.     Entries  are  dosed. 

Boyal  Agricaltural  Improyement  Sodety  of 
Ireland's  Show,  at  Armagh,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  9th  and  10th  of  August.  Secre- 
taryj  Thomas  Harkness,  Esq.,  Upper  Sackville- 
street,  Dublin.     Entries  are  dosed. 

Cleyeland  Agricultural  Sodety*s  Show,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 
and  18th  of  August.  Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas 
Parrington.  Entries  dose  Saturday,  August 
5th. 

Royal  North  Lancashire  Agricultural  Sodety, 
at  Burnley,  August  21st.  Secretary,  Mr.  G. 
Hunt,  2,  Chapel  Walk,  Pi-eeton.  Entries  close 
August  12th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  SOth  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  dose  August 
19th. 

Edghley  Agricultural  Show,  including  Poultry, 


Wednesday,  September  6th.  Secretary,  Wade 
Smith,  Esq.     Entries  close  August  30th. 

Wellington,  Salop,  Horticultural  and  Poultry 
Show.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September 
6th  and  7th. 

Bury  and  RaddifTe  Agricultural  Sodety,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  at  Badcliffe,  Friday,  September 
8th.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Cross,  Market-street, 
Bury.     Entries  dose  August  28th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 18th  and  14th,  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  dose  Augiist  19th. 

South  East  Hants,  at  Fareham,  Tuesday, 
September  19th.  Secretaries,  G.  Creed,  Esq.,  and 
J.  James,  Esq.     Entries  dose  September  1st. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Qyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  in  connexion  with  the 
Northamptonshire  Agiioultural  Sodety  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  21st.  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Sodety,  First  Annual  ExMH- 
tion,  in  conjunction  with  the  Think  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Tard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21st. 
Seaetazy,  Charles  M'C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries dose  September  5th.  ' 
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Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Associatioii,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Mestrs.  T.  Woottonand  J.  D.  Mnddi- 
man,  Judges'  Lodge,  Ayletbuiy.  Bntries  close 
September  Ist. 

South  West  Middlesex  Agricultoial  Society,  at 
Southall,  Friday,  October  6th.  Secretary,  Mr. 
J<^  Qotelee,  Hounslow.  Entries  close  one 
calendar  month  before  the  show. . 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  3l8t 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
Thumall,  Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr. 
C  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
dose  October  1st. 

Oambridgeshii«,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 
Thursdi^,  and  Friday,  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  of 
November. 

Norwich  and  Eastern  Counties,  at  Norwich, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  15th  and  16th  of 
November.  Secretary,  C.  Oury,  Esq.  Entries 
dose  October  31st. 

Beading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Bupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Beading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  £.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council  Booms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street^ 
Dublin.     Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  :  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday.  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  18th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Nottinghamshire  Poultry  Association.  The 
Second  Annual  Exhibition  will  be  beld  at  South- 
well, Taesday  and  Wednesday,  the  19th  and  20th 
of  December.  Secretary,  R.  Hawksley,  Jun., 
Esq.     Entries  dose  Novembet  21st. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Booms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole^  Esq.  Entries  close 
Januaiy  let. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secftetaries  emd  Oom- 
mUtees  of  Poultry  Shows  wiU  favowr  ue  wUh 
earhf  imprenions  of  the  Schedules,  Tkese^  and 
aU  other  eornmimications  for  the  BditOTy  to  be 
addrissed  to  ^^  M(mk  Bamsy  Sampstead,*^ 


As  there  is  sometimes  discontent  in  the 
poultry  world  about  the  decisions  of  the  { 
judges  at  the  poultry. exhibitions,  it  behoves  | 
U8  to  consider,  and  to  induce  others  to  con-  { 
aider,  no  less  for  the  credit  and  satisfaction 
of  the  gentlemen  who  undertake  the  onerous  | 
task  than  for  that  of  exhibitors,  how  confi-  I 
dence  can  best  be  established.  In  this 
wish  we  are  heartily  seconded  by  numerous 
contributors,  including  in  their  number, 
representatives  of  all  the  classes  most 
interested  in  the  question,  who  are  willing 
and  ready  to  aid  us  with  a  fund  of  inti- 
mate knowledge,  time-tested  experience, 
and  sound  opinions  founded  on  both. 

We  do  not  blame  the  judges  for  the 
mistakes  which  are  so  often  quoted,  as  it 
would  be  unfair  to  blame  persons  who  fail 
in  the  accomplishment  of  a  superhuman 
task.  We  believe  the  question  may  be 
brought  to  one  point :  the  judges  of  poxdtry 
have  often  more  work  to  do  than  can  be 
done  well  in  the  allotted  time.  We,  ama- 
teurs, in  the  narrow  limits  of  our  own 
collections,  when  we  determine  to  exhibit, 
walk  round  our  poultry  enclosures  again 
and  again;  compare,  and  cogitate,  and 
deliberate,  and  finally  select.  But  how 
long  does  this  take  P  Does  not  a  morning, 
an  afternoon,  or  an  evening  slip  away,  and 
sometimes  leave  us  still  undecided?  If 
it  takes  so  long  to  chbose  among  fowls  with 
which  we  are  intimate,  how  can  one  gentle- 
man (or  ev^i  three)  judge  a  whole  show  in 
something  like  the  same  space  of  tune  ? 

The    American  plan   of   having   many 
judges  for  a  show,  and  for  them  to  act 
separately^  is  excellent,  and  induces  the 
consideration  whether  the  same  plan  would    ' 
be  practicable  with  us.     The  difficulty  of   j 
finding   a   large   number    of   gentlemen,    : 
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possessed  of  suffioient  knowledge,  yet  not 
themselves  exhibitors,  would  be  very  great. 
We  fear  the  plan  would  not  work  well,  of 
allowing  exhibitors  in  certain  classes  to  be 
admitted  wilMn  the  show  for  ike  purpose 
of  judging  other  classes,  however  remote 
&e  scene  of  duty  &om  the  class  or  classes 
in  which  they  might  themselves  be  exhi- 
bitors; and  we  believe  fanciers  wfll  bo 
unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  exhibitors 
must  not  judge  in  the  show  in  which  they 
have  pens, — and  that  during  the  hours  in 
which  the  judges  are  performing  their 
duties,  none  who  have  a  personal  interest 
in  any  of  the  birds  should  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  building. 

We  believe  our  necessity  for  good  judges, 
and  for  a  large  number  of  them  too,  to  be 
too  great  to  admit  of  nice  and  unnecessary 
restrictions, — and,  chief  of  these,  we  reckon 
the  exclusion  of  dealer  judges.  We  would 
not  exclude  any  person  from  acting  as 
judge  on  account  of  his  being  a  dealer ;  as, 
it  appears  to  us,  to  do  so  would  be  unfair — • 
would  be  impolitic — and  would  be  imprac- 
ticable. It  would  be  unfair  to  shut  out 
one  class  of  men  for  no  better  reason  than 
on  account  of  the  trade  which  they  foUow ; 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  do  so,  because 
their  knowledge  is  likely  to  be  more  general 
ihsjo.  that  of  amateurs;  and  it  would  be 
impracticable-— nay,  impossible — for  who 
can  draw  the  line  where  the  amateur  ends 
and  the  deader  commences  ? 

If  the  poultry  shows  are  to  be  a  criterion 
of  the  merit  of  our  fowls,  we  must  have  a 
flufficient  number  of  efficient  judges ;  and 
the  only  restriction  which  we  would  place 
on  their  selection  should  be,  tiiat  they  must 
be  honest,  honourable  men.  There  is  one 
dark  view  of  the  subject  to  which  we  must 


revert,  although  it  be  with  pain :  a  jxtdge 
MAY  ACT  DISHONESTLY.  Wc  have  uo  rcasou 
to  think  this  does  occur,  foe  we  have 
KEVEE  KNOWK  A  CASE;  but  if  such  tMugs* 
be,  let  each  instance,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  poultry  world,  and  probably  for  the 
justification  of  a  straightforward  man,  be 
sifted  out.  But  there  are  grades  of  dis- 
honesty: a  judge  may  withhold  a  prize 
from  a  pen  of  birds  on  account  of  dislike  to 
the  supposed  owner ;  or  may  wish  to  give 
one  to  another,  which  he  knows.  Where 
MANY  JUDGES  are  concerned,  this  cannot 
be.  Three  men  are  not  likely  to  give  an 
unmerited  prize,  or  to  avoid  awarding  one 
which  is  deserved. 

We  wish  most  heartily  that  at  our 
poultry  shows  three  judges  could  be  ap- 
pointed to  each  two  or  three  descriptions  of 
fowls  ;  and  we  wish  no  less  eamestiy  that 
committees  and  exhibitors  could  and  would 
manage  the  matter  together.  It  would 
certainly  be  the  interest  of  those  who  show 
their  birds  to  be  satisfied  with  prizes  of 
smaller  value,  and  thus  leave  funds  at 
liberty  to  have  every  show  efficientiy 
judged. 

We  think  the  American  plan  of  unpaid 
judges  (for  the  account  of  which  we  sia- 
cerely  thank  our  valoed  correspondent, 
E,  M*Cormick,  Esq[.  of  New  York,)  would 
not  succeed  with  us.  In  England,  all 
labour  bears  a  money  value  ;  and  there  is 
certainly  no  fee  more  .richly  eajmed  than 
the  customary  one  to  the  judges  at  our 
poultry  shows. 


An  American  journalist  says: — Keep 
clear  of  Shanghais ;  but  wcr  4o  not  agree 
with  him. 
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Schedule  of  the  Aylesbury  Poultry 
Show. 

The  Vale  of  Aylesbury  Association  for 
the  Improyement  of  Poultry,  will  take 
place  at  Aylesbury  on  the  3rd,  4th,  and 
5th  of  October.  A  commendable  wish  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  to  encourage  the 
description  of  poultry  for  which  the  locality 
is  chiefly  celebrated,  has  induced  them  to 
oflfer  a  silver  cup  as  the  first  prize  to  Ayles- 
bury ducks,  and  to  give  them  the  first  place 
in  me  prize  list. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

Duces,  Whitx  Aylxsbubt  (Open  Class). 

Itt.         2nd. 
CtoM  ».    d.       8,    d. 

1.  Drake  and  two  Dnoks Cup.  ...21    0 

Thmi  prize    10#. 

White  Aylesbury. 

2.  Drake  and  two  Dncka 21    0...15    0 

Third  prize  7.8,  6d. 

BOUEK. 

3.  Drake  and  two  Ducks 20    0...10    0 

Spanish. 

4.  dock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age  30    0...15    0 

Chickens  ov  1854. 

5.  Cockerel  and  two  Pnllets 20    0...10    0 

Dorking  (White). 

6.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30    0...15    0 

Chickens  or  1854. 

7.  Cockerel  and  two  Pnllets 20    0...10    0 

DoRKiNO  (Cobored). 

8.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80    0...15    0 

Chickens  of  1854. 

9.  Cockerel  and  two  Pnllets 20    0...10    0 

Cochdt  China  {Cinnamon  or  Bnff). 

10.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30    0...15    0 

CaiOKiNS  ov  1854. 

11.  Cockerel  and  two  Pnllets 20    0...10    0 

Cochin  China  (Brown  and  Partridge  Feathered). 

12.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30    0...15  ^  0 

Chickens  oe  1854. 

13.  Cock  and  two  Pnllets  20    0...10    0 


Qauh  Fowl  (Black-breasted  and  other  Beds). 

Ut,        2nd, 
Clou,  ».    d.       ».    d. 

14.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30    0...15     0 

White  and  Piles. 

15.  CockandtwoHen8,ofanyage20    0...10    0 

Any  other  Varieties. 

16.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20    0...10    0 

Golden  Spanqlbd  Hamburo. 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20    0...10    0 

GfoLDEN  Pencilled  Hamburg. 

18.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20    0...10     0 

Silver  Spangled  Hamburg. 

19.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20    0...10    0 

Silver  Pencilled  Hamburg. 

20.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20    0...10    0 

Poland  (Black  with  White  Crest). 

21.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20    0...10    0 

Poland  (any  other  Colour). 

22.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20    0...10    0 

Bantams  (Gold  Laced). 
28.  Cock  and  two  Hens 15    0...  7    6 

Bantams  (Silver  Laced). 

24.  Cock  and  two  Hens 10    0...  5    0 

Any  other  Varieties. 

25.  Cock  and  two  Hens 10    0...  5    0 

Geese. 

26.  Gander  and  two  Geese 21     0...10    6 

Turkeys. 

27.  Cock  and  two  Hens 21    0...10    6 

Guinea  Fowl. 

28.  For  the  best  Pair 15    0...  7    6 

Pigeons  (Carriers,  Almond^  Balds,  Beards,  and 
Mottled  Tumblers,  Owls,  Nuns,  Turbits, 
Archangels,  Jacobins,  Fantails,  Tminpet- 
ers.  Pouters  or  Cropi)er8,  Barbs,  Bunts, 
or  any  Variety) . 

29.  For  the  best  Pair  of  each 5    0...  0    0 

Dead  Poultry— Fit  for  table. 

80.  Best  Couple  of  Fowl 10    0...  0  0 

Best  Goose    10    0...  0  0 

Best  Turkey 10    0...  0  0 

'  Best  Couple  of  Ducks  10    0...  0  0 

Cottagers*  Prizes-^Mixed  Breeds  of  Fowus. 
31 .  Best  Cock  and  three  Hens,  of 

any  Breed 10    0...  5    0 
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Reoulations. 

Exhibitors  will  be  required  to  stato  the  price 
at  which  they  will  sell  their  specimens.  A  pro* 
hibitory  price  can  be  named  ;  bat  the  sale  must 
take  place  if  an  offer  be  made.  All  sales  to  be 
effected  through  the  Secretary,  who  will  receive 
the  proceeds.  Ten  per  Cent,  will  be  deducted 
towaords  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Exhibition. 
The  sale  office  w5l  not  be  opened  until  Twelve 
o'clock  on  the  Eirst  Day  of  the  Show ;  and  no 
pens  can  be  churned  until  that  hour.  The 
baskets,  hampers,  &c.,  to  be  included  with  Fowls 
at  the  price  specified. 

The  ExhiMtion  will  be  strictly  confined  to 
amateurs ;  but  there  is  an  open  class  for  breeders 
and  dealers,  &c.,  &c.,  in  the  justly  celebrated 
White  Aylesbury  Ducks. 

Fowls  entered  in  a  wrong  class,  or  with  clipped, 
drawn,  or  trimmed  plumage,  or  fraudulently 
dressed,  will  be  excluded  from  taking  prizes; 
and  the  Judges  will  be  requested  to  notice  all 
irregularities  they  may  discover. 

Competent  persons  will  be  employed  for  the 
care  and  management  of  the  specimens  sent 
to  the  Exhibition ;  but  the  Society  will  not  be 
answerable  for  any  loss  or  damage  which  may 
occur  or  happen. 

All  eggs  hdd  during  the  time  the  birds  are 
being  exhibited  will  be  destroyed. 

Exhibitors  are  earnestly  requested  not  to 
forward  specimens  in  an  imhealthy  state  ;  any 
diseased  fowl  will  be  immediately  removed  from 
the  Show.  No  specimens  can  be  removed  till 
after  the  termination  of  the  Exhibition. 

All  specimens  intended  to  be  exhibited  must 
be  at  the  place  of  Exhibition  on  Monday,  Oc- 
tober 2nd,  or  they  will  not  be  admitted, 
l^kets,  hampers,  &c.,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Honorary  Secretaries  of  the  Yale  of  Aylesbury 
Poultry  Association ;  and  the  carriage,  in  every 
case,  to  be  previously  paid  by  the  Exhibitor. 

All  letters  addressed  to  the  Honorary  Secre- 
taries, requiring  a  reply,  to  contain  one  stamp. 

No  member  of  the  society,  or  of  the  committee, 
or  other  person,  will  be  admittect  before  the 
opening  of  the  Exhibition  on  Tuesday,  October 
Srd,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  are  actually 
engaged  in  the  arrangements  within  the  building, 
and  who  have  received  admission  cards,  signed 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee. 

All  fees  or  gratuities  are  strictly  prohibited ; 
and  it  is  requested  that  any  complaint  of  in- 


attention or  incivility  may  be  immediately  made 
to  the  Secretaries. 

The  requisite  forms  for  entries  can  be  had,  on 
application  to  the  Secretaries,  on  and  after 
July  16th,  which  will  be  supplied  by  them,  with 
Schedule  of  Frizes  and  Begulations,  by  post^  on 
receipt  of  two  x>enny  stamps.  The  entrance  fee 
must  be  paid  to  the  Secretary  when  the  entry  is 
made,  or  the  pens  cannot  be  entered  for  com- 
petition.    Entries  close  September  1st. 

The  Show  to  commence  at  Ten  o'clock  in  the 
Morning,  and  to  dose  at  Four  p.m. 

Exhibitors  of  Poultry  to  pay  Zs,  for  each  pen ; 
Pigeons,  2<. 

It  is  particularly  requested  that  subscriptions 
be  paid  as  early  as  possible,  to  facilitate  the  early 
distribution  of  the  admission  cards.  Catalogues 
to  be  obtained  at  the  Exhibition. 

That  the  TninimuTn  subscription  be  58.,  which 
shall  entitle  the  member,  so  subscribing,  to  free 
admission  to  the  Anmial  Show  ;  that  a  subscrip- 
tion of  10s.  6d.  shall  entitle  the  subscriber  to 
two  cards  of  admission  to  the  Private  View,  and 
free  admission  to  the  Annual  Show ;  and  that  a 
subscription  of  11.  Is.  shall  entitle  the  subscriber 
to  four  cards  of  admission  to  the  Private  View, 
and  free  admission  to  the  Annual  Show. 

Subscribers  will  have  the  privilege  of  nomi- 
nating One  Cottager  to  exhibit ;  and  the  charge 
for  pens  to  such  nominee  will  be  reduced  one  half. 

Admission  to  non-subscribers,  on  Tuesday  (the 
Private  View),  2*.  6d,  ;  on  Wednesday  and 
Thuf^y,  Is.  each. 

T.  WOOTTON,  )  TT  «    a 

J.  D.  MuDMMAN,  \  H^^  Sees.  , 


Fann-Tard  Poultry. 

HO.    IV. 

In  addition  to  the  breeding  stock  of 
Dorkings  and  the  Brahma  or  Cochin  pullets 
for  laying,  some  farms  have  space  for 
ducks,  geese,  and  turkeys. 

Of  the  former  the  only  two  kinds  which 
will  be  mentioned  as  most  suitable  to  the 
farm-yard,  are  the  Aylesbury  and  the 
Eouen.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  enter 
into  ihe  question  of  the  ori^  of  these 
varieties;  they  are  now  so  distisct  from  any 
other  as  to  be  easily  distinguished  by  any 
one  desirous  of  obtaining  them. 

The  Aylesbury  bird  is  of  a  pure  white, 
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with  flesh-oolooied  bill  and  orange-ooloTired 
legs.  In  birds  of  about  two  years  old  tb^ 
bm  frequently  becomes  marked  witb  dark 
blotches,  which  is  considered  a  great  dis- 
dgorement.  The  duck  is  a  good  layer, 
commencing  early  in  the  year,  and  should 
be  allowed  to  sit  on  thirteen  of  her  own 
eggs.  A  pair  of  Aylesbury  birds  at  fidl 
growth  wul  be  found  on  an  average  to 
wei^h  about  ten  pounds. 

The  Rouen  duck  is  generally  larger  than 
the  Aylesbury,  and  heavier :  the  plumage 
of  this  bird  much  resembles  the  wild  duck. 
The  duck  is  a  brown  bird,  the  feathers 
being  all  marked  with  Uaok:  the  drake 
has  a  magnificent  plumage — the  head  and 
neck  a  rich  lustrous  green,  a  white  ring  at 
the  base  of  the  neck,  breast  a  reddish 
brown,  the  remainder  of  the  body  and 
wings  partaking  very  greatly  of  the  colours 
of  tne  wild  mallard.  The  duck  of  this 
kind  has  at  a  very  early  age  a  great 
development  of  its  "stomach  pouch,"  which 
frequently  hangs  so  low  as  to  impede  the 
action  01  the  bird :  from  this,  and  other 
causes,  the  Rouen  is  a  less  active  variety 
of  bird  than  the  Aylesbury,  and  for  the  same 
cause  does  not  make  a  ^ood  sitter,  being  too 
heavy  for  the  young  birds  when  hatching. 
The  eggs  laid  by  these  birds  generally 
exceed  in  number  those  laid  by  the  Ayles- 
bury ;  indeed,  the  duck  is  almost  a  contin- 
uous layer :  but  not  making  a  good  mother 
for  the  cause  stated  above,  her  eggs  should 
be  placed  under  a  hen. 

The  demand  for  ducks  being  very  much 
smaller  than  for  fowls,  one  drake  and  three 
or  four  ducks  will  be  sufficient  for  most 
farms.  The  Rouen  bird  will  do  better 
'  without  water  than  the  Aylesbury ;  but  a 
pond  deep  enough  for  the  birds  to  swim  in 
IS  so  essential  for  both  ducks  and  geese, 
that  no  farmer  shotdd  attempt  keeping 
them  without  it. 

Young  ducks  are  easily  reared  provided 
they  are  not  allowed  to  get  into  any  water 
for  some  time  after  they  are  hatched ;  and 
although  this  time  may  not  be  accurately 
definea,  if  six  weeks  are  allowed  t&  elapse, 
the  birds  wiU  be  found  to  have  gained  most 


considerably  in  weight  and  size  over  those 
which  have  fre<juented  a  pond,  as  the  time 
emj^loyed  in  swimming  is  then  occupied  in 
sitting  still  and  getting  fat.  All  ducks  are 
enormous  eaters.  The  young  certainly  well 
repay  the  cost  by  their  rapid  growth. 

sXo  bird  degenerates  in  size  and  quality 
by  breeding  in  so  quickly  as  the  dudk; 
indeed,  so  rapid  will  this  tendency  to  dege- 
nerate be  found,  that  a  change  of  drake 
every  year  will  be  a  caution  on  the  right 
side. 

In  geese,  as  in  ducks,  two  varieties  will 
be  sufficient  to  bring  before  the  &rmer's 
notice — ^the  "Embden"  and  *' Toulouse." 

On  every  village  green  flocks  of  motley- 
coloured  birds  are  found,  generally  partax- 
ingof  white  and  brown  plumage. 

The  Embden  goose  is  perfectly  white — 
the  feathers  being  on  that  account  of 
greater  value  when  sold.  In  most  respects 
tiie  Embden  and  common  goose  are  auke ; 
at  least,  no  great  difference  except  colour 
exists. 

In  the  Toulouse  bird  ^  colour  is 
invariably  of  a  grayish-brown,  in  varieties 
of  shade  from  an  ashy-gray  to  very  dark- 
brown  and  white  in  the  underpart  of  the 
body.  The  bird  may  be  called  of  a 
uniformly  brown  colour,  with  a  great  de- 
velopment of  the  pouch  at  a  very  early 
period. 

It  is  so  very  essential  for  farmers  to  pro- 
cure good  and  pure-bred  stock  in  tneir 
poultiy-yards,  that  although  the  difference 
between  a  flock  of  ordinary  geese  and  of 
Embden  birds  may  not  be  great  except  in 
colour,  it  is  still  advisable  that  the  Embden 
or  Toulouse  should  be  preferred  as  being 
distinct  breeds,  and  therefore  by  attention 
to  the  renovation  of  the  stock  not  likely  to 
deteriorate. 

Of  turkeys,  omitting  the  white  as  less 
hardy  than  the  black'  Norfolk  or  gray 
Cambridge,  the  latter  will  be  found,  ttom 
its  size,  as  good  farm  stock  as  any  other. 
This  bird  has  much  variety  in  colour,  from 
dark  leaden-gray  to  rusty  Drown-gray. 

In  choosing  stock  birds,  four  hens  and 
one  cook  will  be  sufficient:  the  birds  should  | 
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be  selected  from  the  early  brood  of  the 
year.  The  hens  should  be  two  years  old, 
and  the  cock  (from  a  different  strain)  the 
same  age.  Birds  of  this  age  are  better 
stock  birds  than  the  yearlings.  A  change 
of  the  cock  every  year  will  be  found  the 
simplest  of  all  arrangements. 

The  hen  lays  alK>at  fifteen  em:  the 
earlier  eggs  should  be  removed  and  hatched 
under  a  large  Dorking  or  Cochin  hen,  and 
itdrteen  given  to  the  turkey. 

The  chicks  are  by  no  means  so  hardy  as 
fowls  at  first ;  and  the  turkey  hen  requires 
confinement  to  prevent  her  wandering  pro- 

Sensities  &om  draggling  the  young  to 
eath.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  good 
stubble,  beech,  or  oak  woods,  turkeys  will 
nearly  feed  themselves  during  the  autumn. 
A  few  observations  must  be  made  in 
regard  to  the  house  for  ducks,  geese,  and 
tiirkeys.  It  should  be  separate  from  that 
for  the  fowls.  If  possible,  the  ducks  and 
geese  should  be  located  near  their  pond. 
Assuming  this,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  to 
be  impracticable,  the  three  may  be  lodged 
under  the  same  roof,  the  house  being 
divided  by  a  strong  wooden  trellis- work 
(an  open  division  is  preferable  to  a  close 
one  for  better  circulation  of  air) ;  the  ducks 
and  geese  occupying  one  part,  the  turke^rs 
the  other.  Like  the  fowls'  house,  this 
building  should  be  lofty,  and  its  floor  of 
brick.  On  this  floor,  in  the  duck's  division, 
a  false  bottom  should  be  placed,  raised  six 
inches  from  the  floor  (made  in  divisions  to 
be  easily  moveable),  of  planed  half-inch 
deal  battens,  two  inches  wide,  nailed  about 
one  inch  apart ;  the  brick  floor,  being  pro- 
perly covered  with  ashes  or  sand,  will  be 
found  a  fit  receptacle  for  all  the  droppings 
which  wiU  find  their  way  through  the  inch 
openings,  with  a  little  sweeping  to  help 
uem. 

In  the  turkey-house  exactly  the  same 
plan  may  be  most  advantageously  employed ; 
except  that,  by  using  fir-poles,  three  inches 
in  diameter,  cut  in  half,  and  plfioed  three 
inches  apart,  the  bird  will  have  the  op- 
portunity of  perching  as  well  as  lying  on 
the  floor — desirable  for  a  heavy  bird. 


Ducks,  ^eese,  and  torkeys,  all  r^uix^ 
watching  in  the  laying  season,  or  many 
eggs  will  be  lost. 

As  the  object  of  these  rough  notes  has 
not  been  to  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of 
the  management  of  f aim-yard  poultry,  a 
reference  here  to  page  440  of  the  "  Poultry 
Chronicle "  will  be  all  that  is  required  to 
point  out .  the  various  works  which  give 
information  on  the  subject.  But  does  the 
farmer's  wife  want  information  as  to  poul- 
try-breeding ?  Surely  not.  Poultry  is 
bred  most  successfully  on  every  farm :  and 
the  fault  is,  not  in  the  quantity,  but  in  the 
quality.    It  is  time  that  this  should  cease. 

The  attention  lately  directed  to  poultry 
has  done,  and  is  doing,  much  good,  in 
pointing  out  to  food- growers  the  vaxioua 
kinds  and  qualities  of  me  different  animala. 
It  is  the  former's  duty  to  take  advantage 
of  those  experiments  which  amateurs  have 
tried,  and  profit  by  their  experience.  That 
they  are  doing  so  must  be  admitted ;  but 
there  is  not  that  alacrity  to  benefit  by  im«* 
provement  which  there  ou^ht  to  be:  and 
there  is  not  the  excuse  in  this  instance  that 
may  be  urged  in  such  stock  as  horses  and 
cattle  in  regard  to  first-rate  stock  requiring 
very  large  prices, 

The  stock  of  poultry  recommended  to  the 
farmer  is  '^dthin  the  reach,  at  easy  and  mo- 
derate cost,  of  &e  smallest  farm-holder; 
but  until  he  swe^s  away  the  miserable 
and  half«-starved  birds  he  now  keeps,  and 
procures  the  good  flesh-producing  kinds 
pointed  out,  and  feeds  them  well,  his 
poultry,  as  stock,  will  continue  a  disgrace 
to  him,  and  fail  to  realise  that  profit  which 
it  ought  to  do. 

In  bringing  these  remarks  to  a  dose^  at 
the  nsk  oi  appearing  to  indulge  in  repeti- 
tion, I  win  again  urge  upon  the  landowner 
that  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  his  tenants' 
farm-yards  and  buildings  are  suited  to 
every  branch  of  farming :  upon  the  com- 
mittee-man, that  it  is  his  duty  to  direct,  as 
well  as  encourage,  the  present  favourable 
turn  in  poultry  breeding:  and  upon  the 
farmer,  that  it  is  his  profit  to  get  as  good  stock 
in  his  poultry-yard  a«  he  would  in  his  flock 
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or  heid ;  and  to  make  that  gain  wliich  is 
now  handed  oyer  to  the  foreigner. 

W.  M.  S. 

Mr.  Editor— very  rough,  is  it  not  ? 
[Very  good,  it  is !— Ed.] 


Holes  by"Alector." 

I  HA.TE  already  said  that  geese  are  much 
giren  to  grazing,  but  I  have  not  said  that 
they  improve  the  pasture.  This  is  the  case, 
although  tiiere  is  an  old  misquoted  proverb 
to  the  effect  that  "  nothing  toill  eat  after  a 
goose,"  whereas  the  auxiliary  verb  should 
be  can  and  not  toilL  The  fact  is  that  the 
goose  will  thrive  on  pasture  so  short  that  a 
goat  would  starve  on  it;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  a  remarkably  dense  sweet  herbaee. 

In  tiie  event  of  any  one  being  induced  by 
my  account  to  keep  geese,  let  me  recom- 
mend him  not  to  begin  with  young  birds. 
They  are  not  to  be  depended  upon  for 
breeding,  until  the  third  year,  and  do  not 
attain  their  perfection  for  a  year  or  two, 
subsequent  to  that  age.  When  once  in 
their  prime,  like  Ninon  de  I'Enelos,  they 
never  retrograde,  so  that,  barring  accidents, 
a  man  possessed  of  a  gander  and  three,  or 
four  geese  (noway  related  to  each  other,  and 
in  the  prime  of  days),  may  almost  consider 
himself  set  up  in  the  anserine  line  for  life. 
As  I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  experience 
as  to  their  prolific  longevity,  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  touch  upon  the  subject ;  but  I 
have  heard  of  an  old  lady,  who  had 
numbered  above  fifty  years,  still  persisting 
in  producing  her  two  broods  every  summer. 

A  gosHng,  hatched  in  the  month  of 
March,  should  be  ready  for  the  spit  by  the 
middle  of  July,  when  its  value  is  more  than 
if  it  were  kept  on  for  the  following  Christ- 
mas. The  second  brood  will  generally  be 
fit  for  killing  by  Michaelmas,  but  between 
the  ages  of  five,  and  nine  months,  they  do 
not  fatten  so  readily  as  at  other  times,  at 
least  such  is  my  opinion ;  and  I  account  for 
^  supposed  fact,  oy  the  analogy  that  there 
18  a  certain  stage  in  the  growth  of  all 


animals,  when  nourishment,  instead  of 
producing  fat,  is  absorbed  in  the  formation 
of  bone,  muscle,  and  general  framework  of 
the  body. 

The  best  way  of  fattenixig  them,  is  to 
keep  them  in  a  warm  quiet  shed,  with 
plenty  of  dry  clean  straw,  a  constant  supply 
of  fresh  water  and  gravel,  and  to  give  them 
a  ten  minutes'  spell  at  barley  or  oats  every 
two  or  three  hours.  Par-boiled  tail  wheat 
is  also  very  good  in  moderation.  By 
limiting  the  feeding  time,  the  birds  will 
soon  learn  to  fall  to  heartily,  whereas  if  the 
food  were  left  with  them,  they  would  be 
always  picking  and  pecking,  and  wastiog  it, 
instead  of  sleeping  between  meals.  A  little 
green  food  may  be  occasionally  given. 

After  the  first  week,  if  time  be.  any 
object,  cramming  may  be  resorted  to,  and 
if  it  be  administered  at  all  should  be 
regularly  kept  up  at  least  three  times  a 
day.  After  the  bird  has  eaten  as  much 
com  as  he  chooses,  pellets  of  barley  or 
oatmeal,  of  the  shape  of  a  sausage,  and  the 
size  of  a  lady's  little  finger,  should  be  put 
down  the  throat  as  long  as  the  power  of 
swallowing  exists. 

Before  being  put  up  to  fiEitlen,  the  weight 
of  each  gosling  should  be  ascertained,  and  if 
no  improvement  is  neroeptible  at  the  end  of 
a  week,  such  bird,  should  be  dismissed. 
After  this  period  they  ought  to  be  weighed 
every  two  or  three  days,  and  as  soon  as 
they  cease  to  increase,  they  should  be  killed 
off,  or  they  will  rapidly  go  back,  and  then 

Not  aU  the  Qaeen's  barley  or  all  the  Queen's  men, 
Will  fatten  the  gosling  up  again. 

If  the  attempt  be  persevered  in,  the  bird 
win  resent  the  treatment  by  going  off  into 
an  atrophy,  and  so  dying  of  his  own  accord. 
A  Mend  of  mine  was  once  accosted  by  his 
hiad  with  *<  Please,  Sir,  shall  we  kill  the 
pig  next  Monday?"  "Why,  no,  John," 
was  the  answer, "I  think  we  shall  be  too 
busy." — "  Please  Sir,  he  wants  to  be  killed 
very  bad,"  was  the  reply.  Upon  which 
my  friend  rejoined,  "  Oh,  if  the  pig  wishes 
it,  I  have  no  objection  to  grant  it  as  a 
personal  favour."    19'ow,  fat  geese  always 
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"i?ant  to  "be  killed  very  bad,  and  the  only 
way  to  save  their  lives  is  to  kill  them 
oumghty  or  else  turn  them  out  to  grass 
again.  The  same  may  be  said  of  all 
poultry. 

I  have  only  further  to  add,  that  unless 
very  young,  geese  and  ganders  should  nbt 
be  put  up  together.  It  would  also  be 
advisable  to  give  them  an  occasional 
opportunity  of  washing  themselves. 

As  regpds  the  origin  of  the  common 
^ose,  it  is,  like  l^t  of  a  Welshman,  lost 
in  remote  antiquity.  It  is  certainly  much 
older  than  that  oi  the  domestic  duck,  for 
Homer,  in  his  Odyssey,  makes  mention  of 
the  former  but  not  of  liie  latter.  Indeed 
the  duck  is  quite  a  "  novushomo,"  a  "  sans 
culotte  snob ;  *'  and  though  he  can  hardlj 
be  classed  among  the  great  imwashed,  it  is 
very  doubtful  if  ever,  genealogically  speak- 
ing, he  had  a  grandmther.  As  in  the 
case  of  ducks,  so  in  that  of  geese,  I  must 
decline  involving  myself  in  a  voluntary 
controversy  as  to  their  origin.  I  must 
hbwover  observe,  that  whereas  all  the  wild 
vErieties  are  monogamous,  he  is  as  great  a 
pluralist  in  the^  matrimonial  Hue,  as  Joe 
Smith,  or  any  other  leader  of  the  Mormon- 
ites,  or  Mahometans.  It  may  be  that 
dvilisation  has  corrupted  his  premature 
simplicity  of  life,  but  the  pigeon  and 
Omnea-fowl  are  instances  to  the  contrary. 
It  may  be  asked  where  then  is  the  original 
stock  to  be  found?  To  this  question,  I 
would  Quaker-like  reply  by  another,  viz : 
if  every  domesticated  animal,  must  be 
descended  from  some  existing  wild  breed 
what  is  the  origin  of  the  camel  which  is 
only  found  in  captivity  ?  Leaving  your 
readers  to  crack  this  nut,  I  will  proceed  to 
describe  a  few  of  the  best  known  varieties. 

The  common  goose,  as  far  as  my  own 
observation  extends,  is  invariably  more  or 
less  of  a  grey  colour,  whilst  the  gander  is 
as  invariably  white.  There  is  an  old 
adage  of 

No  goose  that  swims  so  grey,  but  soon  or  late 
Will  find  some  honest  gander  for  her  mate. 

I  remember  an  old  maid  once,  who  had 


not  despaired  of  matrimony,  being  hia 
incensed  at  a  child's  quoting  this  to  r 
but  the  sting  of  the  epigram  lay  in  the  fact 
that  she  was  greyy — ^but  thanks  to  Tyrian 
dye  she  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  fact 

The  Embden  goose,  is  a  white  bird  with 
blue  eyes,  and  is  perhaps  larger  than  the 
former ;  but  this  may  arise  from  its  being 
more  highly  cultivated  on  account  of  its 
comparative  scarceness. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Toulouse 
goose,  which  is  perhaps  a  size  larger  again. 
It  is  of  a  brownish-grey,  and  may  be  easily 
recognised  by  its  red  irides  and  bill. 

The  China  goose,  is  rather  smaller  than 
any  of  the  former.  The  plumage  is  a  rich 
dark  brown,  with  a  black  stripe  down  the 
neck,  and  it  has  a  black  knob  on  the  bill. 

The  cross  between  any  of  the  above  kinds 
will  furnish  a  splendid  bird  for  the  table ; 
and,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  the  time 
of  incubation  for  all  of  them  is  thirty  days. 

With  the  following  varieties  I  havelititle 
beyond  a  bowing  acquaintance.  Some  of 
them  I  know  will  not  breed  in  captivity, 
and  I  cannot  answer  for  the  others ;  but  I 
hope  some  one  will  supply  my  ignorance. 

The  Canada  goose,  is  a  larffe  brown-grey 
bird,  with  a  black  head  and  neck,  and  a 
white  patch  on  each  cheek. 

The  Bean  goose  is  much  smaller,  but  of 
the  same  colour  with  tlie  exception  of  the 
black  parts. 

The  White -Fronted  goose,  is  of  a  size 
between  the  two,  and  may  be  known  by 
its  white  face. 

In  addition  to  these,  I  have  met  with  the 
Barnacle  goose  of  exploded  myth,  and  the 
pretty  little  Brent  goose.  The  first  I 
cannot  venture  to  describe  distinctiy  from 
memory,  but  tJie  latter  is  of  a  smoky-black 
colour. 

By  the  way,  I  have  nearly  forgotten  to 
mention  the  Grey  Lag,  or  (as  some  will 
have  it)  Leg  goose,  which  is  by  many 
averred  to  be  the  source  of  our  common 
kind.  It  certainly  the  most  resembles  it, 
but  the  legs  are  of  a  different  colour.  .  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  Pink  footed  goose^ 
judging  from  the  stuffed  specimens  I  have 
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Been ;  but  I  have  never  met  with  the  bird 
alive. 

» 

The  Mallard. 

In  answer  to  a  question  in  one  of  your 
"  Chronicles"  respecting  the  habits  of  the 
wild  Mallard,  I  oeg  to  say  he  is  monoga- 
motu. 

The  ducks  generally  select  high  grounds, 
where  heath  and  short  furze  abound,  for  their 
nesting  place,  sometimes  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  water,  and,  whilst  sitting, 
a  number  of  the  "forlorn  husbands"  may 
be  seen  in  a  flock  ;  each,  however,  attends 
his  spouse  when,  prompted  by  the  calls  of 
hunger,  she  leaves  her  eggs  and  makes  a 
preliminary  circuit  of  the  meadows  they 
freauent.  My  informant  (a  highly  respec- 
table keeper]  further  informs  me,  that  when 
the  voimg  birds  make  their  appearance  the 
Mallard  immediately  takes  his  departure 
(probablv  to  some  oi  the  northern  lakes), 
and  at  tnis  season  of  the  year  he  never  sees 
an  old  male  bird.      B.  d.  of  Dorsetshire. 


On  Novel  Experiments. 

Now  that  poultry  keeping  is  not  con- 
sidered solely  an  employment  befitting  poor 
old  women,  but  high  ana  low,  the  aiistocnury 
and  the  mobocracy,  rich  and  poor  are  aU 
sensibly  engaged  in  proving  poultry 
keeping  to  1^  an  occupation  beflttmg  ail 
ranks,  we  may  hope  to  see  some  of  our 
savants  condescendmg  to  promote  science 
and  to  dear  away  theoretical  impossibilities 
by  a  series  of  experiments. 

Many  of  your  readers  may  have  seen 
the  result  of  some  experiments  tried  by 
a  Frenchman  to  prove  that  by  feeding 
insects  on  certain  plants,  that  they  would 
imbibe  the  juices  of  the  plants  and  thus 
incorporate  certain  dyes.  Mr.  Wallace, 
tiie  writer  of  a  tour  up  the  great  Amazon 
river,  narrates  the  mode  the  natives  treat 
birds  to  obtain  feathers  of  peculiar  colours : 
he  says  that  the  Indians  rear  numbers 
of  tame,  parrots  whose  natural  plumage  is 


green  or  blue,  that  they  pull  out  certain 
feathers  and  inoculate  the  nesh- wound  with 
the  secretion  from  the  skin  of  a  toad  or 
frog :  when  the  feathers  grow  again,  they 
are  of  a  brilliant  yellow  or  orange  colour, 
without  any  mixture  of  the  original  green 
or  blue  as  m  the  natural  state  of  the  bird ; 
and  on  the  new  plumage  being  again 
plucked  out,  it  is  said  to  come  of  9ie  same 
colour  without  any  fresh  operation. 
What  a  field  for  novel  experiments? 
What's  to  prevent  our  shows  being  graced 
with  bright  blue  or  crimson  feathered 
birds  if  we  can  only  find  out  the  proper 
process?  Buff  has  been  all  the  go,  why 
not  blue,  red,  or  green  ? — ^the  latter  colour 
maybe  objectionable  to  some,  reminding 
them  too  strongly  of  verdant  transactions,— 
besides  what  a  useful  way  of  marking  birds 
it  would  be.  We  have  the  blue  room,  the 
green  room,  and  other  colour-denominated 
rooms  in  our  houses,  why  not  have  the 
blue  hatch,  the  green  hatch,  &c.  &o.  ? 
Joking  apart,  I  tmnk  there  is  a  fair  scope 
for  experiments  without  cruelty ;  drawing 
a  winy-feather  and  inocidating  its  wound — 
but  with  what?  that's  the  question.  Pray 
Mr.  Editor  start  the  subject,  and  some  one 
may  perhaps  solve  it.  W.  W. 


Poultry  Judges. 

The  editor's  foot-note  to  an  article  in  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle"  of  July  5th,  so  per- 
fectly comcides  with  my  own  views  relative 
to  the  frequent  dissatisfaction  evinced  at 
the  judges'  decisions  at  different  shows,  that 
I  have  been  induced  to  write  a  few  lines  on 
the  subject,  by  way  of  opening  for  discus- 
sion a  remedy  for  an  evil,  perilous  to  the 
advancement  of  exhibitions  of  this  kind. 

The  greater  number  of  exhibitors  are 
amateurs  (not  dealers),  having  probably 
purchased  their  birds  at  a  high  rate,  possess- 
mg  most  of  the  known  essentials  of  their 
class,  and  if  by  an  experienced  person,  most 
likely  a  very  good  pair  has  been  selected ; 
of  course  he  breeds  from  them,  and  obtains 
(it  may  be)  chickens  of  merit,  which,  with 
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great  expense,  care,  and  trouble,  are  made 
mst  as  near  a  perfect  pen  as  Mr.  I^ameless 
laid  down  as  the  acm6  of  perfection  last 
year,  but  on  exhibiting  them  to  be  judged 
hj  the  same  man  who  performed  that  office 
on  the  previous  year,  the  very  opposite 
requirements  are  found  essential.  Who 
does  not  know  that  in  the  Cochin  class  a 
semblance  of  a  sickle  feather  in  the  tail  was 
decried  ?  But  now  we  find  birds  with  those 
feathers  properly  insisted  on,  as  also  the 
Folands,  which  were  expected  to  vie  with 
the  present  movement  and  cultivate  the 
b^ara,  but  now  the  contrary.  The  Dorkings 
too,  as  a  matter  of  course,  were  to  have  the 
5th  claw,  but  now  we  hear  of  birds  without 
this  essential  gaining  a  prize,  and  even 
laying  pullets  discaraed  as  **  male  birds." 
Nethmg  can  stand  this  kind  of  empiricism, 
and  exhibitions  must  rapidly  sink  into  their 
oomparatiTe  *'  pristine  nothingness,"  unless 
shorn  of  this  ridicule,  which  is  sadly  on  the 
increase.  There  must  be  a  more  specific 
and  direct  rule  laid  down,  nor  will  it  be 
only  necessary  to  lay  down  the  rule,  but  to 
write  it  '*  that  those  who  run  may  read," 
to  correct  false  impressions  which  arise 
£rom  preconceived  notions  of  the  required 
standard  of  excellence.  There  are  three 
points  I  would  urge  : — Istly,  as  you  sug- 
gest, dispel  all  surmises  about  ^*  dealer 
judges,"  and  secure  the  services  of  skilful 
disinterested  men.  Dealer  judges  have 
endless  power  and  monopoly  in  their  hands, 
and  by  their  opinion  may  (I  hope  they 
never  have)  bear  the  market;  in  other 
words,  by  ruling  that  certain  points  are 
necessary  in  a  bird,  he  may  buy  largely  of 
those  without  them,  and  on  the  succeeding 
year,  the  opposite  being  insisted  on,  of 
course  those  in  the  secret  hold  the  monopoly. 
2ndly,  I  believe  that  no  town  man  can 
judge  all  the  varieties  of  fowls.  Who  so 
good  a  judge  of  a  game  as  a  country  breeder  ? 
In  this  class  more  dreadful  blunders  occur 
tiian  in  any  other;  a  big,  flufiy,  long- 
hackled,  and  loose-feathered  brute,  with  a 
leg  as  foul  as  his  general  contour,  is  the 
recipient  of  a  first  prize,  and  the  smart, 
tight,  dose-feati^ered,  active,  springy  tme 


hredf  with  a  leg  and  foot  as  symmetrical 
and  strong  as  a  race-horse,  is  passed  by  as 
not  up  to  ihe  mark,  although  quality  in 
the  prospectus  is  to  be  the  standard.  The 
games,  as  seen  cooped  up  in  a  pen,  draggled 
and  dispirited,  witii  their  generous  natures 
indignant  at  the  restraint  forced  upon  them, 
and  the  natural  shyness  and  timidity 
(especially  of  the  hens)  when  caged,  offer  no 
apology  tOT  their  appearance.  The  beauty 
of  this  elegant  species  of  fowl  is  alone  seen 
when  in  freedom;  the  cock  retains  some 
little  portion  of  his  bearing,  but  not  a 
vestige  of  the  hens'  remains ;  their  close, 
stealthy,  skitting  about,  with  outstretched 
neck,  darting  aroer  gnats  and  other  insects, 
the  marvellous  stretchy  tightness  of  their 
feathers,  with  their  clean,  lean,  and  spright- 
ly legs  always  on  the  go,  give  place  to  the 
exact  opposite  when  gazed  at,  and  panting 
in  a  position  and  temperature  so  foreign  to 
their  habits.  Any  person  having  kept  the 
heavier  kinds  of  fowls  for  some  time,  is 
wonderfully  out  of  his  judgment  in  a  lighter 
variety.  Therefore,  three  persons  ought 
to  decide  on  the  merits  of  a  poultry  show ; 
one  for  the  heavy  class,  and  ducks,  geese, 
turkeys,  &c.,  another  for  games  and  the 
lighter  class,  and  a  third  for  bantams, 
pigeons,  &c. ;  and  the  division  of  labour 
would  facilitate  my  third  and  last  sugges- 
tion, viz.,  that  as  these  shows  are  to  be 
instructive  to  the  amateur,  the  intended 
amateur,  and  the  ignorant,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  state  the  reasons  why  a  pnze 
be  ffiven  or  withheld,  nor  need  fids  very 
mu5i  increase  tibe  labour  (the  chief  objec- 
tion, I  learn,  to  any  dassincationsV  Most 
of  us  have  had  our  books  at  school,  witii  a 
bene  or  male,  or  good  or  bad,  expressed  by 
a  B  or  M,  &c. ;  why  not  act  on  the  same 
plan  ?  A  vocabulary  of  concise  terms,  or 
even  initials  might  do;  thus,  V  8  (very 
superior),  Qt  (good),  M  (moderate^,  and  the 
disqualified  birds  be  alone  signined  in  the 
sale  books,  enhancing  their  value  in  some 
manner,  as  the  following:  C B  (cross  bred\ 
W  M  (without  merit),  w  C  (wrong  class), 
Imp.  (imperfect),  too  light,  too  dark,  badly 
penned,  and  so  on,   ad   infinitum.     The 
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excuse  of  taking  up  time  is  a  subterfuge, 
and  the  fact  of  the  books  being  leisurely 
!  compiled  is  a  complete  refutation.  I  offer 
,  no  apology  for  takmg  up  your  time,  as  I  am 
j  /ully  aware  you  are  as  anxious  as  your 
I  readers  to  get  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge 
i  in  to  reform  this  silly  state  of  affairs. 
I   Yours,  &c.  CffAirriCLEEB. 

rWe  hardly  understand  whether  "  Chan- 
I  ticieer  "  would  have  this  sort  of  initial  cha- 
I    racter  given  to  every  pen  in  a  show ;  if  so 

would  not  judging  be  too  lengthy  a  process  ? 

—Ed.] 


Exhibition  of  the  Boyal  Agrionltnral 

Society  at  Linooln. 

The  poultry  world  has   certain  ^eat 

treats  and  competitions  at  stated  periods, 

which  engross  the  attention  of  amateurs, 

'  and  afford  opportunities  for  that  friendly 
competition,  which  is  one  of  the  delights 
of  those  who  admire  and  keep  the  various 

'  tribes  that  have  adorned  our  yards  for 
many  years,  and  of  late  have  been  deemed 
of  sumoient  importance  to  have  a  place 
assigned  to  them^  though  it  be  taken  from 
thegarden. 

The  Royal  Agricultural  Society's  show  is 
one  of  these,  and  it  is  of  the  .meeting  held 
at  Lincoln  last  week  that  we  have  to  treat. 
However  unfavourable  the  season  of  the 
year  may  be  for  exhibiting  adult  fowls,  it 
IS  certainly  the  halcyon  time  so  far  as  their 
health  and  comfort  are  concerned,  since  it 
allows  them  to  be  in  the  open  air,  and 
almost  neutralises  the  effect  of  confinement. 
It  is  moreover  the  time  when  those  who 
have  good  chickens  may  anticipate  the 
honours  they  will  gain,  with  double  pride, 
because  if  early  hatched,  they  have  been 
reared  through  a  season  of  difficulty,  and 
the  adiievement  of  receiving  a  prize  has 
the  greater  honour.  But  we  believe  the 
Koyal  Agricultural  Society  of  England 
are  right  in  giving  their  prizes  at  this 
time,  because  they  desire  to  offer  a 
premium  for  early  maturity.  This  could 
not  be  done  later  in  the  year  when  the 


chickens  of  February  and  May  are  alike 
mature.  Every  man  deems  his  own  subject 
the  most  important,  and  we  are  too  often 
1^,  as  Poultry  chroniclers,  to  view  the 
whole  meeting  as  merely  the  vehicle  for 
exhibiting  a  certain  ntunber  of  pens.  Satk 
is,  however,  not  the  case ;  it  is  am  adjunct 
one  in  the  bundle  of  sticks,  that  forms  a 
society  of  which  aH  connected  with  it  may 
be  justly  proud.  We  may  observe,  en 
passant f  that  unless  the  fands  of  the  Boyal 
Agricultural  Society  of  England  are  in  that 
plethoric  state  that  an  addition  thereto  is 
no  longer  desirable,  some  alterations  in 
Poultry  matters  would  greatly  increase  the 
receipts  in  every  way.  There  is  a  great 
charm  in  out-door  meetings,  and  the  sp^t 
was  happily  chosen :  it  was  in  a  YaUejj 
sheltered  by  hiUs  on  two  sides,  and  by  toe 
town  on  the  other.  The  view  of  Lincoln, 
from  the  show-yard,  was  exceedingly 
pleasing,  as  it  covers  the  whole  side,  of 
the  hill,  and  the  houses  rise  one  above 
the  other  like  the  seats  of  an  amphi- 
theatre, the  whole  being  crowned  by  the 
noble  cathedral.  The  accommodatioa  of 
every  sort  in  the  town  was  excellent,  and 
therein  presented  a  strong  and  pleasing 
contrast  to  some  of  the  previous  Izysting- 
places  of  the  society. 

Before  entering  into  the  detail  of  the  aeve^ 
ral  classes,  we  would  remark  that  the  prize 
list  will  show  the  usual  names  in  the  prin- 
cipal classes,  and  we  would  congratulate 
both  Captain  Hornby  and  Mr.  Davies  on 
the  success  of  the  !Knowsley  stud.  The 
triumphs  of  last  years  were  well  sustained, 
and  SIX  prizes,  including  the  three  first  in 
Dorkings  and  Spanish,  proved  that  these 
celebrated  birds  have  rather  gained  than 
lost  by  their  transfer  firom  Lancashire  to 
Middlesex.  The  Dorking  classes  were 
more  than  excellent,  and  the  improvement 
in  these  birds  is  so  continuous,  that  it  U 
hard  to  say  where  their  stopping-point  will 
be  found.  There  was  a  novelty  in  the  dass 
for  cocks  only,  and  here  the  well-kiwwn 
birds  of  Mrs.  Towneley  Parker  maintained 
their  reputation,  takmg  both  prizes,  one 
going  to  that  lady,  and  the  other  being 
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awarded  to  a  bird  sold  from  her  yard.  The 
Spanish  were  also  very  good.  The  first 
and  third  prizes  were  awarded  to  Mr. 
Davies  of  Spring  Ghrove,  the  second  to  Mr. 
G.  Botham,  of  Wexham  Court,  Slough. 
The  first  disqualified  pen  was  in  this  class ; 
as,  although  judges  have  protested  for 
years  against  visible  marks  being  put  on 
birds,  here,  red  tape  was  tied  round  their 
legs.  A  new  candidate  for  Poultry  honours 
was  successM  in  this  class,  as  well  as  in 
Dorkings,  we  allude  to  Mr.  Gelderd  of 
j  Kendal.  The  good  condition  of  his  birds 
was  remarkable,  and  his  success  deserved. 
The  difficulty  of  procuring  good  Spanish 
oocks  was  proved  by  the  small  number 
of  competitors  in  Class  5.  Alas!  for 
Cochin  Chinas,  all  their  progress  seems 
downward.  The  class,  though  numerous, 
was  a  bad  one ;  Mr.  Gelderd  took  the  two 
first  prizes,  Mr.  Sandys  the  third,  and  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  the  fourth.  We  protest  against 
the  neglect  of  these  birds ;  we  never  ap- 
proved the  ridiculous  fuss  made  about 
them,  or  the  high  prices  that  were  asked 
for  them,  but  we  thmk  they  deserve  more 
care  in  breeding  than  their  present  owners 
seem  diroosed  to  bestow  upon  them.  Some 
good  cooks  were  shown  in  the  single  Cochin 
class.  The  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  C. 
Pocklington,  of  Boston,  and  a  mgh  com- 
mendation by  Mr.  Punchard.  The  JBrahma 
Poutra  class  was  better  in  numbers  than 
quality.  The  prize  pen,  of  good  birds, 
belonged  to  the  Rev.  F.  Thursby,  of 
Abincton  Rectory.  The  game  fowls  were 
excellent,  and  a  large  class ;  and  the  claims 
to  distinction  were  sufficiently  numerous 
to  give  the  iudges  much  trouble  in  making 
their  awards.  Theprizes  were  taken  in 
order  by  Messrs.  "Worhall,  of  Liverpool; 
Adkins,  of  Birmingham ;  and  Cox,  of 
Brailsford.  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Cotgrave, 
took  the  only  prize  in  the  single  ooc^ 
class,  which  was  a  good  one.  We  have 
to  do  next  with  the  blot  in  the  prize- 
sheet,  viz.,  the  Pencilled  Hambro's.  All 
the  prizes  were  withheld.  This  unusual 
course  was  warranted  by  the  total  ab- 
aeaoe  of  merit  in  every  pen  exhibited. 


Every  bird  appeared  to  be  either  bred,  or 
breeding  out;  hackles,  tails,  combs,  and 
pencilling  were  alike  defective.  All  this 
may  be  rectified  by  more  careful  breeding, 
and  more  pains-taking,  otherwise  exhi- 
bitors must  be  prepared  for  the  repetition 
of  a  proceeding  alike  distasteful  to.  judges 
and  themselves. 

The  Spangled  Hamburghs  were  better, 
but  not  equal  to  those  exhibited  at  the 
shows  last  winter. 

The  Malay  was  a  small  class,  and  cs^s 
for  no  particular  mention.  Very  different  I 
were  the  first  prize  Silver-spangled  Polands, 
the  property  of  Mr.  A^dns;  although 
moulting,  their  beauty  and  the  goodness  of 
their  pomts  were  striking.  The  same  gen- 
tleman took  the  second  prize  with  some 
good  black  birds,  with  white  top-knots. 
The  third  prize  was  deservedly  awarded 
to  Mr.  Rawson,  of  the  Hurst. 

Lord  Hill  has  long  stood  at  the  head  of 
those  who  breed  the  American  turkeys,  and 
this  year  he  exhibited  a  pen,  stu^assing 
anything  we  ever  saw,  except  a  pair  shown 
at  Liverpool  some  months  since  by  Mr. 
John  Neuson.  The  second  prize  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Pocklington,  of  Boston ;  the  third 
by  Mr.  Lister  Mawe,  of  Tetley.  Mrs. 
Towneley  Parker  always  takes  the  prize 
for  geese,  and  this  year  the  first  pen 
belonging  to  that  lady  weighed  55|  lbs. ; 
the  second  prize  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  Hill, 
of  Stretton  Ghrandison;  and  the  third  to 
Mr.  Rawson.  The  judges  pronounoed  the 
Aylesbury  ducks  a  highly  meritorious  class. 
The  first  prize  went  to  Mr.  Breavinyton ; 
the  second  to  Mr.  Davies ;  and  the  third  to 
Mr.  Gelderd.  Those  for  Rouens  were  given 
in  order  to  Messrs.  Borham,  Leeming  and 
Punchard,  Mr.  Worhall  was  successful 
with  brown  call-ducks,  and  Mr.  Keyworth 
with  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  judges  were,  Mr.  Wright,  of  Bir- 
mingham; Mr.  Andrews,  of  Dorchester; 
and  Mr.  Baily,  of  London. 

POULTRY. 

Class  1. — DoRXinrQ  Fowls  (cock  and  two  hens 
—chickens  of  1864)  :  1st  pri«  of  £5  to  No.  9, 
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yiz.,  to  H.  D.  Daries,  of  Spring  Grove  House, 
Honnslow.  2nd  prize  of  £3  to  No.  8,  viz.,  to 
H.  D.  Davies,  of  Spring  Grove  Houbc,  Honnslow. 
3rd  prize  of  £2  to  No.  25,  viz.,  to  Joseph  Smitli, 
of  Henley  in  Arden,  Warwick.  4th  prize  of  ^Cl 
to  No.  29,  viz.,  to  James  Lewry,  of  Handcross, 
Crawley,  Sussex. 

Class  2. — Dorking  Fowis  (more  than  one  year 
old — cock  and  two  hens)  :  1st  prize  of  £5  to  No. 
39,  viz.  to  H.  D.  Davies,  Spring  Grove  House, 
Hounslow.  2nd  prize  of  £S  to  No.  47,  viz.,  to 
MiTS.  Towneley  Parker,  of  Astley  Hall,  Chorley, 
Lancashire.  3rd  prize  of  £2  to  No.  46,  viz.,  to 
Mrs.  Towneley  Parker,  of  Astley  Hall,  Chorley, 
Lancashire.  4th  prize  of  £1  to  No.  49,  viz.,  to 
G.  A.  Gelderd,  of  Aikrigg  End,  Kendal,  West- 
moreland. 

Class  3.— Dorkinq  Cocks  (of  any  age) :  1st 
prize  of  £2  to  No.  64,  viz.,  to  G.  A.  Gelderd,  of 
Aikrigg  End,  Kendal,  Westmoreland.  2nd  prize 
of  £1  to  No.  63,  viz.,  to  Mrs.  Towneley  Parker, 
Astley  Hall,  Chorley,  Lancashire. 

Class  4. — Spanish  Fowls  (cock  and  two 
hens)  :  1st  priae  of  £6  to  No.  80,  viz.,  to  H.  D. 
Davies,  of  Spring  Grove  House,  Hounslow.  2nd 
prize  of  £3  to  No.  73,  viz.,  to  George  Botham, 
of  Wezham  Courts  Slough,  Bucks.  3rd  prize  of 
I  £2  to  No.  81,  viz.,  to  H.  D.  Davies,  of  Spring 
Grove  House,  Hounslow.  4th  prize  of  £1  to  No. 
I5f  viz.,  to  G.  A.  Gelderd,  of  Aikrigg  End, 
Kendal,  Westmoreland. 

Class  5. — Spanish  Cooks  (of  any  age)  :  The 
prize  of  £2  to  No.  84,  viz.,  to  James  Dixon,  of 
Westbrook  Place,  Bradford,  Yorkshire. 

Class  6. — Cochin  China  Fowls  (cock  and  two 
hens — chickens  of  1854) :  1st  prize  of  £5  to  No. 
91^  viz.,  to  G.  A.  Gelderd,  of  Aikrigg  End, 
Kendal,  Westmoreland.  2nd  prize  of  £3 
to  No.  90,  viz.,  to  G.  A.  Geldeid,  of  Aikrigg 
End,  Kendall,  Westmoreland.  3rd  prize  of  £2 
to  No.  108,  viz.,  to  John  Taylor,  jun.,  of  Spring 
Grove,  Hounslow.  Fourth  prize  of  £1  to  No.  89, 
viz.,  to  William  Sanday,  of  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Nottingham. 

Class  7. — Cochin  China  (cocks  of  any  age) : 
The  prize  of  £2  to  No.  124,  viz.  to  Cabom 
Pockllngton,  of  Boston,  Lincolnshire. 

Class  8. — Brahah  Poutra  Fowls — (cock, 
and  two  hens) :  The  prize  of  £2  to  No.  146, 
viz.,  to  the  B«v.  P.  Thursby,  of  Abington 
Kectory,  Northampton. 

Class  9. — Gamb  Fowls — (cock,  and  two 
hens)  :  Ist  prize  of  £5  to  No.  151,  viz.,  to 
Henry  Worrall,   of  Knotty  Ash   House,    near 


Liverpool.     2nd  prise  of  £2  to  No.  158,  vis,,  to 
G.   C.   Adkins,    of    West    House,    EdgbastoD,    , 
Birmingham.     3rd  prize  of  £1  to  No.  170,  viz., 
to  WiULun  Cox,  of  Brailsford,  near  Derby. 

Class  10. — Game  Cocks  (of  any  age) :  The 
prize  of  £2  to  No.  176,  viz.,  to  Heiuy  Marshall, 
of  Cotgreave,  Nottingham. 

Class  11. — ^Hamburq  Fowls  (Golden  Pencilled 
cock,  and  two  hens) :  1st  prize  of  £2 — ^withheld. 
2nd  prize  of  £1 — ^withheld.  ! 

Class  12. — Haxbubo  Fowls  (Silver  Pencilled 
cock  and  two  hens)  :  1st  prize  of  £2 — ^withheld. 
1st  prize  of  £1— withheld. 

Class  13. — HAKsvRa  Fowui  (Golden  Spangled 
— cock  and  two  hens) :  Ist  prize  of  £2  to 
No.  z08,  viz.,  to  William  Sylvester,  of  Stamp 
Office,  Lincohi.  2nd  prize  of  £1  to  No.  212^ 
viz.,  to  John  Andrew,  of  Waterhouses,  Ashton- 
Under  Lyne. 

Class  14. — Hamburg  Fowls  (Silver  Spangled 
— cock  and  two  hens) :  1st  prize  of  £2  to  No. 
223,  viz.,  to  James  Dixon,  of  Westbrook  Place, 
Bradford.  2nd  prize  of  £1  to  No.  222,  viz.,  to 
Jefiey  Ashcroft,  of  Waterloo,  Ashton  Under 
Lyne. 

Class  15. — ^Malat  Fowls  (cock  and  two  hens) : 
Ist  prize  of  £2  to  No.  236,  viz.,  to  James 
Oldham,  of  Long  Eaton,  Derby.  2nd  prize  of  £1 
to  No.  234,  viz.,  to  the  Bev.  T.  Lyon  Fellowes, 
of  Beighton  Rectory,  Acle,  Norfolk. 

Class  16. — Poland  Fowls  (cock  and  two  hens) : 
1st  prize  of  £3  to  No.  244,  viz.,  to  G.  C.  Adkins, 
of  West  House,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham.  2nd 
prize  of  £2  to  No.  243,  viz.,  to  G.  C.  Adkins, 
of  West  House,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham.  3rd 
prize  of  £1  to  No.  240,  viz.,  to  C.  Bawson,  of 
the  Hurst,  Walton  on  Thames. 

Class  17. — Tubkets  (cock and  two  hens):  Ist 
prize  of  £3  to  No.  251,  viz.,  to  Viscount  Hill,  of 
Hawkston,  Shrewsbury.  2nd  prize  of  £2  to 
No.  247,  viz.,  to  0.  Pocklington,  of  Boston, 
Lincoln.  3rd  prize  of  £1  to  No.  249,  viz.,  to 
H.  Lister  Maw,  of  Tetley,  Crowle,  Lincoln. 

Class  18. — Geesb  (gander  and  two  geese)  : 
1st  prize  of  £3  to  No.  263,  viz.,  to  lilrs.  Towneley 
Parker,  of  Astley  Hall,  Chorley,  Lancashire.  2nd 
prize  of  £2  to  No.  262,  viz.,  to  Mrs.  Harriet 
Hill,  of  New  House,  Walton-on-Thames.  3rd 
prize  of  £1  to  No.  261,  viz.,  to  Christopher 
Bawson,  of  the  Hurst)  WiUton-on-Thames. 

Class  19. — ^Atlesbubt  Ducks  (drake  andtwo 
ducks)  :  1st  prize  of  £3  to  No.  268,  viz.,  to  W. 
G.  K.  Breavington,  of  Vicarage  Farm,  Hounslow. 
2iMi  prise  of  £2  to  No.  265,  vis.,  to  H.  D.  Davies^ 
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of  Spring  Ghrove  House,  Hounslow.  Srd  prize  of 
£1  to  No.  266,  Tiz.,  to  G.  A.  Gelderd,  of  Aik- 
riigg  End,  Kendal. 

Class  20. — ^Rouek  D.uoks  (drake  and  two 
ducks)  :  Ist  prize  of  £3  to  No.  282,  viz.,  to 
George  Botham,  of  Wexham  Court,  Slough.  2nd 
prize  of  £2  to. No.  276,  viz.,  to  Thomas  Teanby, 
of  Ulceby,  Hull.  3rd  prize  of  £1  to  No.  280, 
viz.,  to  Charles  Punchard,  of  Blunt's  Hall,  Ha- 
verhill, Suffolk. 

Class  21. — Ditoks  of  any  other  variety — (drake 
and  two  ducks)  :  1st  prize  of  £2  to  No.  287, 
viz.,  to  Henry  Worrall,  of  Knotty  Ash  House, 
near  Liverpool.  2nd  prize  of  £1  to  No.  295, 
viz.,  to  T.  M.  Keyworth,  of  Cottesford  Place, 
Lincoln. 


Arrangement  and  Decorations  of  the 
Town. 

i        The  ancient  city  of  Lincoln  last  week 
i    was  a  scene  of  unbonnded  bustle  and  gaiety. 
'    Decorations,  triumphal  arches,  and  crowas 
I    of  smiling  faces  met   the   eye  on  every 
I    side.    The  worthy  mayor  of  Lincohi  (J.  T. 
!     Tweed,  Esq.)  was  indefatigable  in  his  exer- 
I    tions  to  carry  out  the  various  arrangements 
I    in  a  manner  reflecting  credit  on  the  town. 
The  decorative  department,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  J.  Clarke,  of  Gloucester, 
was  of  a  magnificent  character.    The  arch 
I     erected  at  the  South  Bar  was  upwards  of 
thirty  feet  in  span,  and  about  twenty  feet 
high,  and  had  a  beautiful  appearance,  being 
ornamented  with  banners,  flags,  &c.,  with 
the  motto,  "  Welcome,"  on  one  side.    Next 
in  extent  was   the   Midland  arch,    in  a 
different  style,  but  bearing  a  similar  motto. 
It  consisted  of  two  extensive  open  work 
columns,  splendidly  decorated,  supporting 
an    immense    architrave    trimmed    with 
flowers,  &c.      St.  Mary's  arch  was  of  a 
lighter    nature,   elegantly  wreathed  with 
evergreens,  the  city  arms  being  surrounded 
with  flags  and  banners.     The  Mayor's  arch 
was  of  a  circular  form,  and  surmounted  by 
a  pediment,  bearing,  in  a  most  conspicuous 
manner,  the  arms  of  the  city,  with  a  trans- 
parent V.  R.     The  spandrils  of  the  arch 
contained  magnificent  medallions,  in  ad- 
dition to  which  it  was  prettily  decorated 


with  flowers,  festoons,  &c.,  and  swords  of 
justice.  Its  altitude  was  of  an  extent 
rarely  witnessed,  approaching  sixty  feet. 
The  fronts  of  various  hotels  and  private 
residences  were  also  splendidly  decorated, 
and  at  night  brilliantly  illuminated. 

The  ancient  gateway,  called  the  Stone - 
bow,  was  Ht  up  with  its  3000  coloured  lamps, 
and  was  the  centre  of  attraction;  and, 
beautiful  as  were  the  arches,  and  varied 
and  attractive  as  were  the  decorations  and 
illuminations,  all  sunk  into  insignificance 
when  compared  with  the  splendid  appear- 
ance of  our  fine  old  arch.  The  High  Street, 
from  eight  o'clock  until  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  was  pretty  nearly  filled  by  a  dense 
mass  of  human  beings  of  all  ranks  and 
classes,  from  the  peer  to  the  peasant,  and 
all  were  loud  in  the  expression  of  the  great 
gratification  they  experienced  from  the 
magnificent  gratuitous  exhibition  provided 
for  them.  We  have  had  opportunities  of 
witnessing  illuminations  in  London,  Paris, 
and  in  other  places,  but  we  never  met  with 
a  single  piece  of  illumination  which  for 
quiet  beauty  and  taste  equalled  the  ancient 
arch.  Every  distinctive  line  in  the  archi- 
tecture on  both  sides  was  hung  with 
variegated  lamps ;  the  arches,  the  windows, 
the  aaomments,  the  battlemented  top,  the 
towers,  aU  being  marked  by  strong  lines  of 
variegated  light.  On  the  north  side  were 
the  letters  V .  A.  in  coloured  lamps,  on 
either  side  of  the  great  arch,  with  two  stars 
just  above  the  centre  of  the  same.  In  the 
middle  of  the  battlemented  top  is  the  illu- 
minated clock,  with  its  intelligent  shining 
face  ;  and  although  our  city  friend  is  **  two- 
faced"  he  is  tolerably  trustworthy  and  cor- 
rect in  his  account.  Above  this  shining  dial 
was  a  splendid  crown  in  gorgeous  coloured 
lamps,  the  whole  building  being  surmounted 
by  a  pair  of  banners  on  each  side,  and  two 
swords  of  justice.  The  south  side  was  some- 
what similar  to  the  one  described,  having 
stars  in  the  centre  above  the  ardi,  and  a 
ring  of  coloured  lamps  around  the  coat  of 
arms  immediately  over  the  gateway.  The 
top  of  the  battlemented  roof  had  ornaments 
similar  to  those  which  we  have  described  on 


Digitized  by 


Google 


508 


THE   POULTRY  CHRONICLE. 


the  north  side.  "Words  can  convey  no  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  extreme  beauty  of  these 
magnificent  decorations.  Flags  of  all  co- 
lours, embracing  the  national  Union  Jack 
and  the  tri-color  of  France,  were  exhi- 
bited from  every  window  in  the  principal 
thoroughfares,  and  from  the  numerous 
churches,  mills,  &c.,  whilst  the  bells  hung 
in  the  respective  church  towers  rang  forth 
their  merry  peals,  and  music  was  heard  in 
every  direction.  Large  pavilions  were 
erected  for  concerts,  dancing,  and  refresh- 
ments, and  "WombweU's  menagerie,  with  its 
excellent  band,  also  held  forth  great  attrac- 
tions. The  Horticultural  Socidy  also  held 
its  show  on  Wednesday  last,  in  the  pictu- 
resque Temple  Gardens,  and  at  night  fire- 
worKs  and  numerous  balloons  were  sent  up. 


Driffield  and  East  Elding  of  Yorkshire 
Poultry  Show. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  Society,  which 
is  in  connection  with  that  for  the  promo- 
tion of  agriculture,  took  place  at  Driffield 
on  Wednesday,  the  12th  inst.  The  morn- 
ing was  dull,  and  looked  Hke  rain ;  how- 
ever, as  the  day  advanced,  the  clouds 
cleared  away,  and,  though  not  a  bright 
day,  still  the  visitors  had  no  reason  to 
complain,  neither  had  the  committee,  as 
upwards  of  300/.  was  taken  in  shillings  at 
the  gate.  The  poultry,  as  at  Malton,  were 
exhibited  in  open  basket-work  |>ens;  but 
taking  no  doubt  a  hint  from  their  neigh- 
bours at  Malton,  as  to  the  inconvenience  of 
having  the  pens  on  the  ground,  they  were 
raised  on  slight  wood  frames,  about  three 
feet  high,  which  enabled  the  visitors  to 
examine  them  with  much  greater  ease. 

Amongst  the  birds  we  could  not  fail  to 
recognise  many  that  we  had  previously 
seen  at  Malton. 

In  Cochins  there  was  nothing  very 
striking.  The  first  and  second  prize  in 
Dorkings  were  good  birds  ;  but  in  the 
other  pens  the  cocks  were  very  old,  and 
many  both  in  this  class,  and  also  in  48, 
were  bumble-footed. 


In  Spanish  all  the  prizes  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Pearson  with  really  good  birds. 

In  Malays,  the  pens  that  were  first  at 
Malton,  here  only  came  second,  the  hens 
belonging  to  Mr.  Boothby  being  better 
matched. 

Mrs.  "WiUoughby  took  the  prize  for 
chickens  with  a  pen  of  excellent  birds, 
probably  the  same  as  shown  at  Malton. 

In  game  the  pens  were  excellent,  being 
well  matched,  both  as  to  feather  and  legs ; 
the  class  for  the  best  cock  was  adxhirable — 
not  a  bad  bird  in  it,  and  eighteen  entries. 
Both  classes  were  commended  by  the 
judges,  and  they  richly  deserved  it. 

The  Polands  looked  dirty,  and  out  of 
plumage.  Had  Miss  Brown's  pen  had  a 
roll-grown  bird,  instead  of  a  chicken,  as 
cock,  we  think  the  award  of  prizes  would 
have  been  very  different. 

Hamburgs  looked  faded,  and  beginning 
to  moult.  In  Silver-pencilled  we  observed 
two  or  three  ^ns  wiui  ten  toes  marking  a 
relationship  wh  Dorldngs. 

Bantams  poor. 

A  good  Bramah  Poutra  cock  was  shown 
by  Mr.  Hotham,  and  also  a  pen  of  very 
nice  chickens  in  the  class  for  any  breed  not 
previously  classed. 

For  the  best  collection  of  fowls  there 
were  some  nice  pens ;  and  Mr.  Thompson's 
birds  were  certainly  very  good,  as  also 
were  Mr.  Jordan's  Dorkings. 

In  geese  Mrs.  "Willoughby's  pen  far  out- 
stripped all  the  rest,  though  they  would 
have  looked  better  had  they  had  a  good 
wash  before  they  left  home. 

Ducks,  turkeys,  and  Guinea  fowl  call 
for  no  remark.  The  Honourable  and  Rev. 
8.  W.  Lawley,  the  B-ev.  E.  PuUeine,  and 
Mr.  Jolly,  of  Acomb,  were  the  judges. 

PRIZE  LIST. 

Class  43.  (Oochik-Ohika) — ^Beet  ooek  and 
two  hsDs,  15s.  ;  second  do.,  70.  6d.  let,  Dues- 
bery,  Esq.,  Skelton;  2iid,  Bev.  0.  Hotham, 
Rooss. 

Class  44.  (Cochin  CHnrA)-— Best  cock  and 
three  pullets,  lOs.,  Duesbeiy,  Esq.,  Skelton. 
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Glass  4£».  (Coohih  Chika) — Best  cock,  7s.  6d., 
W.  W.  Boulton,  Beverley. 

Class    46.    (Dokkinos) — ^Best  cock  and  two 

hens,    15s.  ;    second  do.,    78.    6d.     1st,    John 

!    King,  Huggate  ;  2nd,  A  Simpson,  Esq.,  Malton. 

Glass  47.  (DoBKiNas) — ^Best  cock  and  three 
pnllets,  10s.,  M.  Kirby,  Jun.,  Driffield. 

Class  48.  (Dorkihgs) — ^Best  Cock,  7s.  6d., 
Mrs.  Conyers,  Driffield. 

Glass  49.  (Spanish) — ^Best  cook  and  two  hens, 
158.  ;  second  do.,  7s.  6d.  1st,  and  2nd,  T.  T. 
Peirson,  Biid.  Quay. 

Glass.  50.  (Spanish) — ^Best  cock  and  three 
pullets,  10s.,  T.  T.  Pearson,  Brid.  Quay. 

Class  51.  (Spanish) — ^Best  cock,  7s.  6d., 
T.  T.  Peirson,  Brid.  Quay. 

Class  52.  (Malays) — ^Best  cock  and  two  hens, 
15s.  J  second  do.,  7s.  6d.  Ist,  G.  W.  Boothby, 
Lonth  ;  2nd,  Mrs.  Willoughby,  Birdsall. 

Class  53.  (Malays) — ^Best  cock  and  three 
puUets,  10s.,  Mrs.  Willoughby,  Birdsall. 

Class  54.  (Malays) — Best  cock,  7s.  6d.  No 
competition. 

Glass  55.  (Game  Fowl)— Best  cock  and  two 
hens,  15s.  ;  second  do.,  7s.  6d.  1st,  T.  Bowman, 
Fridaythorpe ;  2nd,  Mrs.  Willoughby,  Birdsall. 

Class  5Q.  (Gamb  Fowl) — Best  cock  and 
three  pullets,  10s.     Mrs.  Willoughby. 

Class  57.  (Game  Cock) — ^Best  cock,  7s.  6d. 
James  Laycup,  Driffield. 

Class  58.  (Poland  Fowl) — ^Best,  cock  and 
two  hens,  15&  ;  second  do.,  78.  6d.  1st,  G.  W. 
Boothby,  Louth  ;  2nd,  G.  W.  Boothby,  Louth. 

Class  59.  (Poland  Fowl) — Best  cock,  7s.  6d. 
G.  W.  Boothby,  Louth. 

Class  60.  (Golden  Pheasant) — ^Best  cock 
and  two  hens,  15s.  ;  second  do.,  7s.  6d.  1st, 
T.  Simpson,  Hull ;   2nd,  W.  Charters,  Driffield. 

Class  61.  (Golden  Pheasant) — ^Best  cock, 
78.  6d.     T.  Garton,  Bridlington. 

Class  62.  (Silver  Pheasant) — Best  cock 
and  two  hens,  15s.  ;  second  do.,  7s.  6d.  Ist, 
J.  Monkman,  Malton  ;  2nd,  E.  Tindall,  Bridling- 
ton. 

Class  63.  (Silver  Pheasant)— Best  cock, 
7s.  6d.     No  competition. 

Class  64.  (Chitteprat  or  Gorsican) — ^Best 
cock  and  two  hens  15s.  ;  second  do.,  7s.  6d.  1st, 
Mr.  Wells,  Straddlethorpe  ;  2nd,  R.  Golden, 
Bridlington. 

Glass  65.    (Chitteprat  or  CoR8iCAN)--Be«t 
cock  and  three  pullets,  10s.     J.  Fisher,  Carhead. 
Class   66.  (Chitteprat  or  Gorsican)— Best 
cock,  78.  6d.    No  competition. 


Class  67.  (Golden  or  Silver  Pheasant 
Bantams) — ^Best  cock  and  two  hens,  10s.  ; 
second  do.,  58.  1st  and  2nd,  G.  W.  Boothby, 
Louth. 

Glass  68.  (Golden  or  Silver  Pheasant 
Bantams) — Best  cock,  5s.    No  competition. 

Class  69.  (Bantams  of  any  other  variety) — • 
Best  cock  and  two  hens,  10s.  ;  second  do.,  Ss. 
1st,  R.  Bidsdale,  Walkington ;  2nd,  S.  Walker, 
Esq. 

Class  70.  (Bantams  of  any  other  variety) — 
Best  cock  and  three  pullets,  7s.  6d.  No  com- 
petition. 

Glass  71.  (Bantams  of  any  other  variety) — 
Best  cock,  5s.     G.  Wilson,  Driffield. 

Glass  72.  (Any  breed  not  previously  classed) 
— Best  male  cock  and  two  hens,  15s.  ;  second 
do.,  7b.  6d.  1st,  R.  Brigham,  Driffield ;  2nd, 
W.  Boothby,  Louth. 

Class  73.  (Any  breed  not  previously  classed) 
— Best  cock  and  three  pullets,  10s.,  Reverend 
C.  Hotham,  Rooss. ' 

Class  74.  (Any  breed  not  previously  classed) 
— ^Best  cock,  7s.  6d.,  Rev.  G.  Hotham,  Rooss. 

Class  75.  (Best  collection  of  Fowls) — To  con- 
sist of  one  male  and  five  hens,  15s.,  J.  Thomp-    | 
son,  Malton. 

Class  76.   (Geese) — ^Best  gander  and  goose, 
10s.  ;  second  do.,   5s.      1st,   Mrs.  Willoughby,    j 
Birdsall ;  2nd,  Mrs.  Moore,  Granswick. 

Class  77.  (Gbbsb),  Best  conple  (hatched  in 
1854),  7s.  6d.,  Miss  Tennison,  Fraisthorp. 

Class  78.  (Dxtoks) — Best  drake  and  two 
ducks,*  10s.  ;  second  do.,  5s.  1st  and  2nd,  Miss 
P.  Taylor,  Sewerby  C. 

Class  79.  (Ducks) — Best  couple  (hatched  in 
1854),  7s.  6d.,  R.  Simpson,  Cowlam. 

Class  80.  (Muscovy  DuoKs)~Best  duck  and 
drake,  7s.  .6d.,  W.  G.  Layboume,  Naffiiin. 

Class  81.  (Turkeys) — ^Best  turkey,  cock  and 
hen,  15s.  ;  second  do.,  7s.  6d.  1st,  Mrs. 
Gonyers,  Driffield ;  2nd,  Mrs.  Willoughby, 
Birdsall. 

Class  82.  (Turkeys) — ^Best  three  (hatched  in 
1854),  10s.,  W.  Bateson,  Brigham. 

Class  83.  (Guinea  Fowl) — ^Best  pair,  7s.  6d. ; 
second  do.,  5s.  Ist,  J.  Rickinson,  Lockington ; 
2nd,  Miss  Ogle,  Atwick. 

Class  84.  (Pigeons) — ^Best  six  of  any  breed, 
10s.  ;  second  do.,  5s.  ;  1st,  J.  Bower,  Esq., 
Barmston ;  2nd,  J.  Hudson,  Kirkburn. 

Glass  85.  (Rabbits)— Best  pair  of  any  breed, 
7s.  6d.  ;  second  do.,  58.  ;  1st,  Mrs.  Bower, 
Welham ;  2nd  Hayton  Young,  Beswick. 
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Exhibition  of  Stock  and  Implements 
at  Worthing. 

This  Exhibition  took  place  on  Thursday, 
July  6.  The  day  was  very  fine,  the  com- 
pany numerous,  and  the  poultry  tent  was 
crowded  with  ladies  all  day. 

The  prize  Cochin  hens  were  two  beautiful 
birds ;  and  the  cockerel  in  the  second  prize 
pen  was  a  magnificent  fellow.  There  was 
one  pen  of  Surrey  fowls,  which  were  very 
handsome,  and  which  changed  owners. 
The  Dorkings  were  not  good. 

The  Spanish  were,  on  the  whole,  very 
good;  so  much  so,  that  the  judges  had 
some  difficulty  in  awarding  the  prizes. 

DoBKiNQ  Fowls. — The  1st  and  2nd  prizes  were 
tftken  by  Mr.  Charles  Bedwell,  Kord,  and  Mr. 
James  Lewry,  Hand  Cross,  respectlYely. 

The  Spanish  prizes  were  1st  to  Mr.  Caleb 
Carey,  Lewes;  and  2nd  Mr.  Charles  Davey, 
Lewes.  A  pen  belonging  to  Mr.  James  Jenner,  of 
Lewes,  was  highly  commended ;  and  one  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  B.  Brown,  of  Worthing,  commended. 

In  the  Cochin  Class  the  1st  and  2nd  prizes 
were  taken  by  Mr.  Qeoi^ge  Gibbs,  Henfield  ;  and 
a  pen  of  Mr.  William  Randle's  was  commended. 

Of  Gamb  Fowm  and  Geesk  there  were  no 
entries.  The  1st  prize  for  Duces  was  awarded 
to  Mr.  Robert  Loder,  Beeches,  Crawley,  for  a 
pen  of  Atlesburt  ;  the  2nd  to  Mr.  H.  S.  Hay- 
ward,  Folkington,  also  for  Aylesbury. 

The  Judges  for  Poultry  were,  J .  S .  Turner,  Esq ., 
Chinton,  Seaford  ;  Mr.  T.Webb,  109,  Tottenham 
Court  Road,  London  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Wells,  Lewes. 

[One  of  our  correspondents  has  kindly  £stToured 
us  with  the  above  particulars. — Ed.] 


Fowls,  By  John  Baily,  2nd.  edition.  Hel- 
lingham  and  Hollis,  Mount  Street,  GrosTenor 
Square. 

Perhaps  few  things  will  prove  more  acceptable 
to  the  lovers  of  poultry  than  the  new  and  im- 
proved edition  of  this  excellent  practical  little 
work,  with  a  copy  of  which  (in  the  rough  sheets) 
we  have  j  ust  been  favoured.  There  are  few  poul- 
try fanciers  who  have  not  often  applied  for  advice 
to  the  former  edition,  in  which,  as  in  the  present 
one,  the  matter  is  all  so  good  and  so  conveniently 


condensed,  and  wherein  Mr.  Baily  presents  to 
amateurs  the  result  of  his  intimate  Knowledge 
and  long  tried  experience.  In  the  present  edition 
we  notice  an  addendum  which  has  been  almost 
clamorously  called  for  by  the  poultry  wt>rid 
a  minute  description  of  the  charaoteristiOB  ef 
each  variety  of  fowl  as  a  table  of  refercnee  for 
persons  putting  up  their  pens  for  exhibition,  in 
which  tne  qualities  which,  are  imperative  are 
stated  to  be  so,  and  disputed  points  allowed  still 
to  remain  an  open  question. 

We  regret  that  the  space  occupied  by  the  Eoyal 
Agricultural  Society's  Exhibition,  renders  it 
necessary  to  defer  giving  an  extract  until  next 
week,  we  can  therefore  only  recommend  the 
reader  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  book  as  soon  as 
he  can  get  it. 


On  the  Gkune  Fowl, 

{CondAnded  from  page  476.) 
BY   "OOOKSPUR." 

Having  now  considered  the  main  points 
of  excellence  in  the  form  of  the  game,  I 
shall  further  add  a  few  observations  on  their 
feathering. 

The  texture  of  their  feather  is  of  consider- 
able importance,  and  for  more  reasons  than 
one.  The  feathers  should  be  hard  and 
closely  set  to  the  body.  The  hackle  of  the 
cock  should  not  be  too  full — ^long  enough  to 
touch  the  shoulder,  but  not  flowing  in  fine 
showy  soft  masses,  like  luxuriant  ringlets 
over  the  bosom  of  a  pretty  girl.  The 
feathering  of  the  body  of  the  bird  should 
be  so  hard,  that  if  a  handful  of  dry  peas 
are  thrown  at  it,  they  will  rebound  off^  as 
from  a  marble  slab,  and  not  sink  into  an 
unresisting  mass  of  fluff.  This  hardness  of 
feather  is  not  only  useful  as  a  shield  from 
external  injury,  but  is  an  index  to  the 
temperament,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of  the 
bird.  It  indicates  a  finer  and  more  com- 
pact structure  in  the  tissues  of  the  body, 
and  a  greater  degree  of  solidity  in  the 
texture  of  the  bones — ^their  approaching, 
like  the  bones  of  the  race-horse,  more  to 
the  ivory  character.  It  is  this  latter  feet 
of  indicating  ulterior  qualities,  rather  than 
the  immediate  use  of  the  hard  feathering 
itself,  that  I  have  ever  looked  upon  as  an 
essential  feature  in  a  high-bred  game  cook ; 
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and  it  is  rather  gnrprisiiig  how  soon  it 
alters,  if  attention  be  not  paid  to  breeding. 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  figures  of  the 
Derby  birds  show  an  approach  to  too  great 
a  looseness  of  feather. 

I  have  mentioned  that  this  appears  in 
the  haokle  of  the  oock.  The  hen  also  shows 
the  same  indications.  The  fluff  round  the 
vent  is  mnoh  too  fall  and  loose,  and  the 
feathering  of  the  thighs  far  too  exuberant. 

In  noticing  the  hen  of  the  game  I  wiU 
describe  one  that  is  now  pruning  herself 
before  my  window,  and  whi^h  I  have 
always  considered  pretty  nearly  perfect, 
both  in  form  and  feather.  Her  general 
appearance  does  not  give  the  idea  of  great 
size,  but  when  taken  in  hand  you  at  once 
feel  your  eye  has  deceived  you.  Her 
motions  are  quick,  and  her  general  manner 
sprightly.  Her  head  is  mie  and  small; 
her  oomD  thin  and  moderately  developed ; 
her  eye  large  and  bright,  with  a  good  deal 
of  the  **  laughinff  devQ  "  in  it ;  her  neck 
gracefully  crested,  and  carried  with  a 
"jaunty  air,  while  the  body  is  finely 
modelled,  showing  the  breadth  of  shoulder, 
and  rounded  and  fuU  developed  wing  and 
thigh,  which  are  weU  set  off  by  the  fine 
dose  feathering  of  the  bird,  'the  tail  is 
ample,  and  carried  at  a  good  height,  but 
not  very  greatly  spread,  nor  veiy  much 
over  the  back.  The  leg  and  thigh  bear  the 
same  proportion  we  have  spoken  of  in  the 
cock ;  the  foot  is  well  spreaa ;  toes  fine  and 
long,  these  extremities  altogether  looking  I 
finely  and  delicately  formed.  The  same  | 
rigidity  of  feather  is  here  observable  as  in 
the  male,  but  the  hackle  has  become  so 
short,  that  it  is  nearly  lost  sight  of,  while 
the  eiioiilders,  from  being  thus  exposed, 
show  their  fine  rounded  proportions  to  great 
advantage.  The  feathering  of  the  thi^s  is 
short  and  close,  and  the  fluff  round  the 
vent  has  the  appearance  of  being  shaven  or 
closely  shorn,  so  regular,  close  and  finn  is 
it  in  texture. 

I  have  now  considered  the  chief  external 
qualities  necessary  to  observe  in  forming  a 
judgment  on  the  game  fowl,  or  such,  at 
least,  as  are  most  indicative  of  his  qualities 


for  contending  successfully  in  the  pit ;  and 
I  humbly  opine  that  it  is  only  by  suoh  teats 
that  we  can  judge  him  fairly. 

The  cook-breeder  was  never  partieular 
about  the  colour  of  birds ;  and  the  fact  that 
he  was  often  required  to  make  crosses  with 
birds  dissimilar  in  colour,  to  incorporate 
fresh  blood,  made  it  difficult  for  him  to 
preserve  any  strain  perfect  in  this  respect. 
The  colour  of  the  legs,  too,  has  in  some 
measure  been  forced  upon  him,  farmers 
often  refusing,  to  walk  birds  with  yellow 
legs,  or  even  dark  ones,  on  account  of  suoh 
colours  preventingthe  sale  of  their  chickens  - 
in  the  market.  White  legs  have,  therefore, 
been  more  particularly  sought  after  by  1^ 
breeder. 

If  I  might  presume,  in  conclusion,  to 
make  a  few  observations  for  the  exhibition 
of  the  game  fowl,  I  would  say,  committees 
have  frequently  been  too  sparing  in  their 
prizes  for  this  variety  of  fowl,  mostly  con- 
fining them  to  one  class,  while  for  Cochin 
Chinas,  Polands,  Hamburgs,  Bantams,  &o., 
they  have  classes  for  all  varieties.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  even  now,  when  the  game 
cook  has  been  so  long  under  suspicion  of 
being  only  a  very  **  doubtful  character," 
and  hardly  a  fit  associate  for  the  respect- 
able, steady,  matter-of-fact  Dorking,  or 
the  more  gay  and  foppish  gentlemen  from 
Poland  ana  Hamburg,  not  to  speak  of  the 
grandees  of  China  and  the  Spanish  dons, 
give  him  fair  play,  and  he  will  yet  take  a 
nigh  position,  if  not  the  very  highest,  for 
general  usefulness,  hardiness,  and  beauty 
of  plumage;  for  I  cannot  but  feel,  after 
trying  many  other  sorts  myself,  and  seeing 
many  others  possessed  by  my  friends,  that 
we  must  say  of  him  as  Hamlet  said  of  his 
father — 

*' Take  him  for  all  in  all, 
We  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again." 


The  Golden  Spangled  Hamburg. 

LEAVES  FROM  MY  SENTIMENTAL  JOURNET. 

The  criticisms  respecting  the  properties 
of  the  Golden  Spangled  Hamburg,  have 
hitherto  been  quite  wide  of  the  mark.     The 
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real  point  contended  for  by  the  Yorkshire 
men  IS,  that  the  saddle- feathers  be  spangled. 
They  contend,  that,  me  Golden  Spangled 
Hamburg  should  be  wholly,  not  partially 
spangled.  But,  as  the  saddle-feathers  are 
only  found  spangled  in  the  short-tailed 
biras,  so  the  short  tail  has  been  considered 
an  lusual,  nay  a  quasi  necessary  accompani- 
ment. But  we  snail  not  now  rest  satisfied 
with  merely  defending  our  position,  but 
convert  defence  into  attack,  and  blow  to 
pieces  the  whole  hypothesis  of  long-tailed, 
saddle-hackled  (by  courtesy),  Golden 
Spangled  Hamburgs !  Such  oirds,  I  am 
wnolly  satisfied  are  mongrels,  a  cross 
between  the  black-breasted  red  game  fowl, 
and  the  true  Hamburg.  As  I  have  before 
privately  stated  to  some,  who  are  now, 
doubtless,  your  gentle  readers  (for  their 
name  is  legion),  no  less  than  five  cases  have 
come  imder  my  own  immediate  observation 
where  the  true  Hamburg  hen  was  crossed 
with  the  gamecock;  and  although  a  few 
of  the  chickens  were  very  gamy,  yet  a 
great  portion  were  just  the  long-tailed, 
saddle-liackled  Hamburg .  of  the  Southern 
fancy.  In  some  of  these  five  instances  the 
cross  was  purposely  made,  but  it  most 
frequently  happens  on  account  of  the  death 
of  the  only  true  Hamburg  cock  bird, 
when  the  game  is  resorted  to  as  being 
**  nearest  aJjke."  Hence  is  explained  the 
cause  why  many  of  these  long-tailed 
mongrel  Hamburgs  have  frequently  black, 
or  but  very  partially  spangled  breasts. 
I  firmly  believe  that  no  fact  in  Ornithology 
is  more  complete  than  the  history  now 
given  of  these  long-tailei  birds.  No 
Hamburg  should  be  noticed  at  poultry 
exhibitions  that  has  not  the  spangled 
saddle-feathers ;  twice  have  I  disqualified 
such  birds,  and  ever  should  do .  so,  were  I 
again  to  act  as  judge ;  of  which,  however, 
(peace  be  to  the  saddle-hackled  amateurs) 
I  have  no  intention.  The  Southern,  I 
contend,  knows  comparatively  little  of  this 
bird,  it  has  been  but  recently  introduced  to 
him ;  and  being  xmfortunate  in  at  first 
getting  the  long-tailed  birds — ^for  such 
mongrels  are    plentiful   enough — ^he    has 


imbibed  false  doctrines;  and  from  the 
pertinacity  with  which  he  defends  them, 
we  may  well  say  with  Swift — 

"  This  old  vertigo  in  his  head, 
Will  never  leave  him— till  he's  dead  1 " 


HuU. 


Teisteam  Shandy. 


P.  S.  Some  Southern  go-a-head  ama- 
teurs have  recently  got  the  trtte  Spangled 
Hamburg  from  this  and  other  parts  of 
Yorkshire.  In  every  case  they  have  been 
"delighted"  with  them,  and  I  know  of 
one  gentleman  who  immediately  sent  orders 
to  a  dealer,  for  all  the  cock  birds  to  be  had ; 
so  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  soon  hear 
no  more  of  the  saddle-hackled.  Unfor- 
tunately some  Southern  judges  are  still  in 
the  way,  but  as  they  will  soon  have  spangled, 
wholly  spangled,  and  none  but  spangled  to 
judge,  the  temporary  stop-gap  will  soon  be 
swept  away. 

— 4 — 

The  Two  Different  Presents. 

Air  AVECDOTE. 

{ (CWicluded  from  j^agt  488.) 

Feom  the  village  formerly  mentioned  in 
my  account  of  "  The  Poachers,"  and  which 
was  some  miles  away,  the  "guggle"  (or 
windpipe)  of  a  cow  had  been  some  way  or 
other  obtained ;  this  was  cut  into  small 
pieces,  each  one  making  (of  course),  a  com- 
plete hollow  circle ;  it  had  been  alr^y 
boiled  for  a  lengthy  period  in  **  water  from    i 
the  spring,"  and  aiterwards  had  had  added    I 
to  it  a  considerable  quantity  of  crabs  (or  wild 
apples),  collected  with  much  toil  from  trees    ' 
also  far  distant ;  the  dark  loos^ied  pippins    I 
from  which  looked  most  strangely  eccentric    I 
in  the  "  meat-porridge,"  as  ttie  poor  elder    | 
boy  himself  now  called  the  mixture,  that 
had  previously  received  the  addition  of  a 
few  handsful  of    coarse    flour    since  my 
arrival.     I  felt  very  strongly  the  sad  can^ 
dition  of  a  family  thus  strangely  secluded 
from  the  world  around  them.    At  once  an 
interest  in  their  peculiarities,  and  hopes  to 
benefit  them  were  aroused,  but  little  did  I 
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then  ever  intend  to  render  their  history 
a  subject  for  the  printing  press ;  but  as  the 
reverend  gentleman  who  liad  a  connection 
with  the  present  story  is  now  numbered 
only  with  those  things  that  time  back  ex- 
isted, I  shall  simply  comply  with  stern 
facts  as  to  particulars,  and  at  once  con- 
tinue my  narrative. 

I  by  a  littie  careful  inquiry  elicited 
that  tne  father  did  work  at  "  lookmg  after" 
some  small  sheep  on  the  hills,  for  I  know 
not  whom,  nor  can  I  state  the  exact  sum  he 
received  as  waees,  but  it  was  miserably 
scanlhr ;  the  momer,  whose  health  was  very 
indiflferent,  was  absent  with  him,  and  thus 
I  had  only  to  enquire  cautiously  to  know  all 
about  them.  I  found  that  no  one  ever 
scarcely  called  or  approached  them,  imless 
it  was  some  OT)ortsman,  who  wished  for 
information.  1  saw  that  every  thought 
was  crippled  by  want  of  intercourse  and 
instruction:  no  furniture,  except  a  rude 
three-legged  table,  and  two  small  stools  of 
like  form,  were  about  me ;  and  that  reallv 
ilncared-for  ignorance  was  here  "  all  in  all. 
In  a  nook  in  the  turf  wall  lay,  to  my  asto- 
nishment, a  book ! 

What  could  be  the  subject  of  that  book  ? — 
was  it  a  tract  ? — or  how  came  it  thither  ? 
These  ideas  flashed  rapidly  through  my 
mind.  I  then  asked  the  boy  if  he  could  read 
at  all? 

"No!" 

"Did  any  one  ever  offer  to  teach  you  ?  " 

"No!" 

"  Can  your  father  read  ?  " 

"No!*^* 

"  Can  your  mother  ?  " 

"Not  much." 

"  Did  you  ever  see  a  Bible  ?  " 

Confused  look,  anld  the  answer  at  length*, 
"No." 

"  My  dear  boy,  do  you  ever  say  a  prayer  ?" 

"No." 

"  Does  the  parson  (I  chose  the  word  to 
suit  the  mind)  ever  come  near  you  ?  " 

*fNo." 

"Do  your  father  and  mother  ever  go 
down  on  their  knees  to  pray  ?  " 

The  reply  was  indeed  singular ;  "  When 


mother 's  had  a  babby,  her  says,  thanken 
God  Fse  gotten  o'er  this." 

I  then  found  of  all  notions  of  a  Deity  he 
was  perfectly  unaware,  of  our  Saviour 
wholly  unconscious :  but,  as  to  ghosts,  and 
so  forth,  he  seemed  "  quite  at  home."  I 
asked  him  to  let  me  see  the  book  (for  my 
curiosity  was  much  increased),  from  its 
general  appearances  betokening  it  well- 
used.  Reader,  it  proved  to  be  a  "  Napoleon's 
Dream  Book,  or  Book  of  Fate,"  decfaratory 
of  certain  dreams  producing  certain  con- 
sequences, and  such  like ;  abounding  also 
with  many  rude  descriptive  plates;  its 
original  cost,  as  printed  on  the  first  page, 
was  2s,  It  was  a  book  of  reference  to  the 
mother,  and  had  been  the  gift  of  "  Squire 

's  eldest  daughter,"  at  a  time  when  by 

appointment  she  met  a  gipsy  fortune-teller 
in  this  lone  abode.  I  was  paralyzed  to  re- 
flect on  the  circumstances  now  related,  and 
after  a  trifling  gift  of  money,  left  the  hut, 
with  many  serious  thoughts  ;  the  stillness 
of  the  walk  homewards  increased  their 
intensity,  and  I  was  resolved  to  do  some- 
thing, and  then  "  hope  for  better  things." 

I  asked  (not  stating  whj)  the  chief 
gamekeeper,  "  Whether  if  I  sent  him  a 
parcel  he  would  give  it  to  the  family  I 
named  to  him?"  His  affirmative  reply 
decided  my  course.     I  called  at  the  town 

of in  my  journey  homewards  (to  my 

own  house)  a  few  days  afterwards,  pur- 
chased one  of  the  Bibles  of  the  Bible 
Society  and  forwarded  it ;  but  I  could  not 
rest  here ;  when  convinced  it  had  been  re- 
ceived I  wrote  most  earnestly,  though  very 
respectfully,  to  the  clergyman  of  me  dis- 
trict, acquainting  him  with  every  circum- 
stance, and  emphatically  requesting  this 
poor  family  might  be  taught  to  read,  and 
understand  it. 

I  know  the  Priest  at  that  time  did  not 
much  reflect  on  such  affairs,  but  the  matter 
being  thus  openly  before  him  he  waited 
confidentially  on  my  friend,  showed  him 
my  note,  and  wanted  very  much  to  know 
my  "position  and  influence;"  he  then 
stated,  "he  supposed  something  must  be 
done,"  and  did  also  get  some  one  to  do  it. 
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I  shall  now  very  curtly  close  my  narrative. 
Througli  the  innuenoe  of  the  thus  appointed 
instructor,  a  few  turkies  were  entrusted  to 
this  family's  attentiou  (the  necessary  pro- 
yender  being  supplied  by  1^  owner) ;  t^ey 
succeeded  beyond  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations, and  even  to  this  present  hour 
<^  no  such  birds  come  at  Christmas  into 

market"  as  those  reared  at  the  once 

'wretched  cottage  on  the  moor.  But 
altered  circumstances  and  proper  instruc- 
tion have  changed  the  nature  of  every 
men^ber  of  this  formerly  neglected  family 
(for  I  am  informed^  '^  each  of  them  can  now 
read,  whilst  from  oeing  paid  so  much  per 
head  for  all  the  turkies  reared,  their  position 
and  circumstances  are  wondrously  improved. 
Whether  they  have  the  Dream  Book  I  do 
not  know,  but  your  Bible  is  their  treasure, 
frequently  consulted,  and  carefully  kept 
clean."  I  am  much  gratified  to  find  it  is 
so ;  Reader !  perhaps  the  opportunity  lies 
equally  at  your  hands,  of  a  gift  to  benefit 
or  to  injure;  do  then  seriously  consider 
the  difierent  results  of  these  two  presents, 
and  then  choose  your  own  course.  The 
gift  of  a  Kapoleon's  Dream  Book  neces- 
sarily contracts  the  intellect,  renews  each 
time-worn  link  in  the  heavy  drag-chains 
of  fast-fading  superstition,  and  produces 
(more  especially  to  the  uneducated  and 
neglected  mind)  feelings  of  abject  fatalism, 
of  utter  hopelessness,  and  of  unalterable 
predestination.  A  freely  given  Bible,  con- 
trariwise (^God  permitting),  loudlv  proclaims 
to  the  hitherto  enthralled  soul,  the  glad 
tidings  she  is  from  henceforth  free;  no 
longer  thus  enslaved,  ^e  quickly  bursts 
the  conjointly- wrought  fetters  of  Ignorance, 
Fatality,  and  Superstition,  that  may  still 
hang  around  her. 

Self-assured — she  feels  herself  the  un- 
trammelled agent,  to  work  (though  with 
fear  and  trembling)  botiti  her  present  and 
future  welfare — or — ^her  woe. 

How  varied  are  the  consequences  pro- 
duced by  these  two  presents.  Think, 
therefore,  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  care- 
ful, what  kind  oi  seed  we  commit  to 
flie  yet  untried  ground  of  youthful  first- 


affections.  '^Like  will  (depend  upon  it) 
as  c^ainly  reproduce  like,"  as  will  super- 
stition ever  recoil  shamed  and  abashed,  if 
brought  under  the  enlightening  infiuoaoes 
of  a  well-planned,  though  perSianoe  most 
humble,  education.  E.  C. 


POTJLTBT     AT      THE      EXHIBITIOir      OP 

R.  A.  S.  E.— "  The  display  of  poultry,**  says 
the  Morning  Post  of  Saturday,  "  ^ough 
good,  was  not  so  large  as  it  might  have 
been,  the  society  not  encouraging  tlie  dis- 
play of  fancy  birds,  the  show  being  intended 
for  the  promotion  of  breeding  poultry  as  a 
practical  business  of  farming,  and  not  to 
encourage  fancy  breeds,  which,  whilst  they 
obtain  a  high  nominal  value,  are  of  litde 
or  no  use  in  the  farm-yard." 


PHOSPHATB  OF  LIKB. 

Mk.  Editor, — Your  correspondent,  "W.  S. 
of  this  week's  Chronicle,  writes  an  article  on 
Phosphate  of  Lime,  and  wishes  to  know  how  to 
give  bones  to  fowls.  Answer : — ^feed  your  poultry 
well  when  young,  and  if  they  cannot  get  a  range 
to  help  themselTes  with  small  particles  of  lime 
from  white-washed  walls  and  old  mortar,  which 
they  will  do  when  a  fortnight  old,  then  let 
them  haye  the  chance  of  getting  chalk  well 
pounded  so  as  to  be  granular.  Quick-lime  will  kill 
chickens  from  its  irritant  properties.  A  cottager 
lately  informed  me  of  his  bantam  laying  all  her 
eggs  without  shells ;  but  she  had  plenty  of  lime 
within  reach,,  and  thinking  the  health  of  the 
bird  reqmred  some  improvement,  I  suffgested  a 
change  of  situation  for  two  or  three  weeju,  wiiich 
effectually  cured  the  affection.  Here  it  was 
plain  lime  was  not  the  remedy,  hut  how  often 
are  we  told  in  books  of  the  infallible  cure.  XiCt 
us,  as  amateurs,  endeavour  to  think  for  oiuselves, 
let  every  one  who  is  capable  of  ascertaining  a 
real  factf  publish  it  in  the  Poultry  Chronicle, 
and  the  index  in  a  few  years  will  enable  any  one 
to  consult  the  best  autnori^  when  in  difficulty. 
Yours  respectfully,        B.  G.  of  Cumberland. 

TAKIKO  THE    LAW  INTO  OUB  OWK  HAKDS. 

Mb.  Editob, — ^In  No.  17,  your  correspondent, 
J.  L.  wants  to  know  what  may  be  done  with 
trespassing  fowls,  and  animals,  and  yon  suggest 
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"  Ihe  pound ;  "  but,  unless  I  can  run  as  fast  as  a 
shot,  how  can  I  catch  a  beast  that  may  be 
running  off  with  one  of  my  chickens. 

In  No.  20,  you  give  a  case  in  point,  Some  one , 
liTin^  in  Jersey,  saw  a  dog  within  his  own 
premises  chasing  his  fowls ;  he  shot  it ;  the  owner 
of  the  dog  summoned  him  before  the  court,  and 
he  was  fined  ten  shillings!  Now  this  maybe 
Jersey  law,  but  is  it  the  law  with  us  ?  Will 
some  one  of  your  correspondents  tell  me  whether, 
if  I  see  an  animal  chasing  and  killing  my  fowls 
in  my  oton  ground  (or  molesting  without  killing 
them)  it  is  against  the  law  for  me  to  prevent  the 
injury  anyway  in  my  power  ? — ^Your  well-wisher, 
A  Sportsman  and  Fancier. 


Lime  should  be  accessible  to  poultry. 

Make  ihe  most  of  ey^rything. 

Never  half  do  anyiiiiiig,  you  may  thus 
lose  more  in  one  day  than  a  month  can 
restore. 

Often  inspect  your  stock  and  keep  a 
sharp  look  out  for  disease  and  accidents. 

Pure  water  should  be  supplied  to  all  stock. 


Poultry  Uarket,  Leadenhall. 

The  heat  of  the  weather  is  not  without 
its  influence  on  a  market  supplied  with 
highly-perishable  goods.  WhQe  numbers 
are  spoiled  and  thrown  away,  small  fresh 
lots  make  rather  more  than  an  average 
price.  We  believe  the  instructions  we  have 
so  often  given  to  our  readers  respecting  the 
fatting  and  killing  of  poultry  may  now  be 
turned  to  profitable  account.  The  supply 
is  getting  gradually  larger,  and  the  demand 
is  equxd  to  the  average.  The  immense 
consumption  of  poultiT-  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  has  a  beneficial  eftect,  now  the 
supply  is  equal  to  it. 

lATge  Fowls 68.  6d.  to  7b.  Od.  each. 

Small  do 3s.  6d.  to  4s.  6d.  „ 

Chickens 2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  , , 

Geese  6s.  Od.  to  6s.  6d.  „ 

Ducklings 3s.  6d.  to  Os.  Od.  „ 

IieveretB    Ss.  6d.  to  5s.  Od.  ,, 

Pigeons Os.  9d.  to  Os.  lOd.  „ 

Quails  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  9d.  „ 

Babbits Is.  4d.  to  Is.  6d.  „ 

WUd  ditto lOd.  tols.  Id.  „ 


f  0  €mtipv^ads. 

W.  M.  S. — We  are  much  obliged  to  our  correi^ond- 
ent  for  mentioning,  with  so  kind  a  motive,  the  non- 
arrival  of  his  *'  Poultry  43hromcle,"  No.  20 ;  but  we 
have  every  reason  to  hope  that  mistakes  of  the  sort 
will  not  occur  in  future ;  for  as  the  work  is  now 
printed  and  published  by  Messrs.  Bradbury  &  Evans, 
oountry  booksellers  and  newsvenders  can  receive 
their  copies  reffularly  with  "Household  Words'*  and 
"Punch."  While  in  such  excellent  company,  the 
'*  Ohronide's "  journeys  wiU  oertainly  be  long  and 
frequent. 

Carlo  MiwuL— It  will  give  xxs  great  pleasure  on  an 
early  occasion,  to  inspect  the  new  Incubator. 

W.  B.  T. — We  are  sorry  the  new  edition  of  Mr. 
Tegetmeier'8  "Profitable  Poultry"  reached  us  too 
late  for  the  present  number  of  the  '*  P.  C." 

An  Old  Amateur'8  Ideas,  and  The  Convert,  next  week. 


FOWLS.— By  John  Bailt.  Now  in  the 
press,  and  will  be  published,  Aufi^t  1,  the  Second 
Edition  of  the  above  work,  with  which  is  reprinted 
the  Fourth  Edition  of  "  The  Dorkinjj  Fowl,"  corrected, 
revised,  and  considerably  enlargecT  It  contains  de- 
scriptive Tables  of  all  the  Fowls  now  exhibited,  giving 
in  few  words  their  chief  points  and  qualifications,  with 
copious  rules  for  their  selection  and  management. 
Price  2s. ;  by  post,  28.  6d. 

John  Baily,  118,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square, 
London. 

PIGEONS.— A  TREATISE  on  the  Art  of 
Breeding  and  Managing  Fancy  PIGEONS.  Also, 
how  to  breed  the  Antwerp,  or  most  subtle,  cunning, 
sharpest-flying  Pigeon  for  Homeing.  Carefully  com- 
piled  from  the  best  authors,  oontidning  the  whole  of 
the  Works  of  Moore,  1736;  Mayor,  1766;  Girtin; 
Boys,  Esqr's,  Notes.  With  observations  and  reflec- 
tions, by  J.  M.  Eaton,  with  seven  elegantly-engraved 
coloured  Portraits  (large  as  life)  by  Wolstenholme. 

Published  by,  and  to  be  obtained  of,  the  author, 
John  Matthews  Eaton,  7,  Islington  Green,  London, 
price  10s.,  post  free.  Money  Orders  payable  86, 
Upper  Street^  Islington. 

COCHIN  CHINA  FOWLS.— To  be  dispoBed 
of  immediately,  7  last  year's  Birds  and  26  Chickens, 
from  Three  Months  old,  for  £8  10s. 

Address  T.  Sotoliffb,  8,  Weedington  Street,  Kentish 
Town. 

PURE    WHITE   AYLESBURY    DUCKS— 
1st  Prizes  at  Lincoln,  Bath,  and  Famingham. 
W.  G.  K.  Brkavinoton  begs  to  offer  a  few  first-rate 
Birds  from  his  Stock  of  young  Aylesbury  Ducks,  in 
sets  of  One  Drake  and  Two  Ducks,  16s.  each;  6  young 
Ducks,  1st  Prize,  Famingham,  One  Guinea  each. 

Post-office  Orders  payable  to  William  G.  E.  Bbbay- 
iNQTON,  Vicarage  Farm,  Hounslow,  Middlesex. 
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WILLIAM  DRAY  Asm  Co/s  PATENT 
WIRE  FENCING,  wtrong  enough  to  keep 
out  Sheep.  Ac.,  and  cloee  enough  for  Dogs, 
Babbits,  Foultiy,  Ac. 

Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

ORDINARY  WIRE  NETTING,  from  2id.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Addreas  WILLIAM  DRAT  AND  CO., 

AGRICULTURAL     IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS, 

Bwan  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street,  LondoD. 


FOR    POULTRY    HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  and   DURABLE    ROOFING* 


pROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
v>  ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  Impervious  to  rain, 
snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by  a  long  and 
extensive  experience  in  all  climates.  Saves  half  the 
timber  required  for  slates.  Can  be  laid  on  with  great 
facility  by  farm  servants  or  unpractised  persons. 

Price  Id.  per  square  foot.  CBOGGON'S  PATENT 
NON-CONDUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam- 
boilers  and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  Testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  applica- 
tion toiCROGGON  *  Co.,  2,  Dowgate  Hill,  London, 
who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATHING  FELT,  and 
INODOROUS  PELT,  for  Damp  Walls,  and  lining 
Iron  Houses  and  Roofs  generally,  to  equalise  the 
temperature. 

EGOS    from    FIRST    CLASS  and    PRIZE 
BIRDS.— John  Daily  has  now  for  Sale,  Dorkmg, 
Spanish,  Cochin  of  all  colours,  Brahma  Pootra.  Se- 
bright, Bantam,  and  Hamburg.  Aylesbury  Duck  Eggs. 
The  above  are  from  carefrilly  selected  and  very  supe- 
rior birds. 
I        Daily's  Roup  and  Condition  Pills  for  Fowls  and 
,    Pheasants,  now  in  general  use.    Box,  3s. ;  by  post, 
I    8s.  4d. 

Bailv's  Registered  Fountains,  fourteen  qiiarts, 
I7s.  6a. ;  seven  quarts,  15s.  6d. ;  tnree  quarts,  ISs.  6d. 
ParticuLEurs  by  post  on  application. 

"Fowls,"  by  Bally,   2s.;   by  post,  2g.  6d.— The 
plainest  and  most  practical  treatise  of  the  day. 
118,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square. . 


MR.  J.  R.  RODBARD,  of  Aldwick  Court, 
having  taken  Two  1st  Prizes  at  the  Exeter  Show. 
1st  Prize  at  the  Bath  and  West  of  England  Show,  and 
2nd  Prize  at  the  Cheltonham  Show,  with  his  BUFF 
COCHIN  CHINA  CHICKENS,  has  several  from  the 
same  stock  to  dispose  of. 

Apply  to  J.  B.  RoDBABD,  Aldwick  Courts  Langford, 
near  Bristol. 


THE  SALISBURY  AND  WESTERN  COUN- 
TIES' EXHIBITION  OF  DOMESTIC  POULTRY. 
—The  Fourth  Annual  Exhibition  will  take  viace  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  21st  and  22nd  days  of 
November,  1864.  Prize  Lists  to  be  had  of  T.  Fa3X, 
Honorary  Secretary. 
SaUsbury,  July  20th,  1854. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING.      ' 

TANNED    GARDEN    NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving  Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight,  Birds,  Ac. ; 
also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons,  Seed-beds,  &c 

Prices : — 1  yard  wide,  lid. ;  2  yards  wide,  3d. ;  and 
4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard  ;  100  yards,  2  yards  wide, 
for  20s.,  sent  carnage  free.  Orders  by  post,  with  re- 
mittance, punctually  attended  to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eatox  &  Co.'s 
Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory,  6&7,  Crooked    i 
I^ie,  London.  I 

THOMAS  FRICKER,  Game,  Poultry,  Pork, 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall  Market^    I 
London. 

PRIZE   PIGEONS.— To  be  Sold,  cheap,   a   \ 
PAIR  of  FANTAILS,  Prize  Birds,  at  Yarmouth, 
1853  ;  commended  at  Cheltenham  apd  Bath,  1854.  ! 

Also,  some  Pouters,  including  the  Prize  Hen  at  the    ' 
London  Simimer  Show,  1858 ;  and  a  Pair  of  Jacobins. 
H.  H.  Swift,  Purton,  near  Swindon,  Wiltshire. 


Scale  of  Charges  for  Adverhsekents. 

SixLhies Ss.    Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.    4d. 

Latest  hour  for  Advertisements,  Twelve  o'clock  on 
Monday. 

Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edition.  13s. ; 
half-yearly,  6s.  6d. ;  quarterly,  8s.  3d. ;  payable  in 
advance. 


London  :  Printed  and  Published  by  Bbabbvbt  ft  Etarb,  No.  11* 
Bouverie  Street,  Fl^et  Street,  to  whom  all  Orders  aad  Advar- 
tisements  mtiK  be  addressed,  and  Post>bfflee  Or' 
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Ponltry  Shows. 

-  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society,  at  Ripon, 
Angust  2nd  and  3rd.  Secretary,  M.  M.  Milbum, 
Esq.,  Sowerby,  Thirsk.     Entries  are  closed. 

■Wellington,  Somerset.     Thursday  and  Friday, 
3rd  and  4th  of  August.     Honorary  Secretary, ' 
R.  Comer,  Esq.     Entries  are  closed. 

Royal  Agricultural  Improvement  Society  of 
Ireland's  Show,  at  Armagh,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  9th  and  10th  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, Thomas  Harkness,  Esq.,  Upper  Sackyille- 
streety  Dublin.     Entries  are  closed. 

Cleveland  Agricultural  Society's  Show,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 
and  18th  of  August.  Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas 
Farrington.  Entries  close  Saturday,  August 
5th. 

TottingtoxL  Agricultural  Exhibition,  including 
Poultry,  at  Tottington,  near  Bury,  Lancashire ; 
Friday,  August  18th.  Secretary,  Mr.  Eli 
Roberts,  Tottington.    Entries  close  August  11th. 


Royal  North  Lancashire  Agricultural  Society, 
at  Burnley,  August  2l8t.  Secretary,  Mr.  (i. 
Hunt,  2,  Chapel  Walk,  Preston.  Entries  close 
August  12th. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and .  ' 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.     Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.     Entries  close  August 
19th. 

Keighley  Agricultural  Show,  including  Poultry, 
Wednesday,  September  6th.  Secretary,  Wade 
Smith,  Esq.     ^tries  close'  August  80th.  | 

Wellington,  Salop,  Horticultural  and  Poxdtry 
Show.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September 
6th  and  7th.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Jones,  Esq., 
Church  Street,  Wellington. 

Bury  and  Radcliffe  Agricultural  Society,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  at  RadcHflfe,  Friday,  September 
8th.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Cross,  Maxket-street, 
Bury.     Entries  close  August  28th. 

'  I^vem,   in  the    Promenade  Gfardens,   Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.      Honorary  Secretary,     | 
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Mr.    T.    McCann,    Graham    House,    Malyem. 
Entries  close  Angiist  19th. 

South  East  Hants,  at  Fareham,  Tuesday, 
September  1 9ih.  Secretaries,  G.  Creed,  Esq. ,  and 
J.  James,  Esq.     Entries  close  September  1st. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  in  connexion  with  the 
Noi-thamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  2l8t.  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion,  in  conjunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  T.  Wootton  and  J.  D.  Muddi- 
man,  Judges*  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  Entries  close 
September  1st. 

South  West  Middlesex  Agricultural  Society,  at 
Southall,  Friday,  October  6th.  Secretary,  Mr. 
John  Goielee,  Hounslow.  Entries  close  one 
calendar  month  before  the  sbow. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  31st 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
Thumall,  Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr. 
C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
close  October  Ist. 

Cambridgeshire,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  the  8tl^  9th,  and  10th  of 
November.  Secretary,  C.  H.  Crosse,  Esq.,  New 
Square,  Cambridge.     Entries  close  October  11th. 

Norwich  and  Eastern  Counties,  at  Norwich, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  15th  and  16th  of 
November.  Secretary,  C.  Oury,  Esq.  Entries 
close  October  31st. 

Salisbury  and  West  Counties'  Exhibition  of 
Domestic  Poultry.  Fourth  Annual  Exhibition, 
at  Salisbury,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  21st 
and  22nd  of  November.     Secretary,  T.  Pain,  Esq. 

Beading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Reading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (imder  cover) 


Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  aifd  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council  Rooms,  112,  Ghr^t  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.     Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  :  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Nottinghamshire  Poultry  Association.  The 
Second  Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  South- 
well, Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  19th  and  20th 
of  December.  Secretary,  R.  Hawksley,  Jiuu, 
Esq.     Entries  dose  November  2lBt. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  close 
January  1st, 

We  shall  fed  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
mittees of  Poultry  Shows  vnM  famowr  us  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Sckedvles,  These,  and 
aU  other  eommwnicaMons  for  the  EditoTy  to  he 
addressed  to  **  Monk  Bams,  ffampstead" 


Eailways  did  not  create  Poultry  Shows, 
but  it  is  a  fact  they  afford  the  facilities  for 
carrying  them  on.  Just  imagine,  under 
the  old  system,  the  conveyance  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  hundred  large  baskets  of  live 
poultry,  and  ten  thousand  e^diibitors  and 
spectators,  by  the  seven  or  eight  daily 
coaches  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  large  cities 
and  towns  of  England.  What  pre-booking 
of  places,  what  squabbles  about  luggage, 
what  struggling  for  the  hind-rail,  what 
remonstrances  with  coachman  and  guard 
about  favourites  consigned  to  that  black 
hole  'yclept  the  boot,  and  th«i  the  time 
consumed  in  the  journey  and  the  expense 
of  it.  It  would  have  been  beyond  the  reach 
of  any  but  those  who  have  time  and  money 
at  command,  and,  unfortunately,  they  are 
the  minority.  But  if  shdws  Itt*  Ibus  de- 
pendent on  railways,  the  latter  are'  not 
quite  free  from  oldigations.    Many  pounds 
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flow  into  their  coffers  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  a  poultry  show.  Any  one  who 
has  witnessed  the  influx  into  Bingley  Hall 
when  an  excursion  train  comes  in,  and 
listened  to  the  mutual  congratulations  of 
those  who  have  arrived,  their  pity  for  those 
who  were  left  behind  for  want  of  room,  and 
their  exultation  over  the  throngs  at  the 
different  stations  waiting  for  the  stopping 
train,  which  was  later  in  the  day,  to  put 
them  in  possession  of  the  privileges  secured 
to  those  who  came  throughout  without 
stopping,  can  form  an  idea  of  the  advantage 
to  the  railway  of  such  an  attraction  as  a 
poultry  show. 

Many,  who  have  neither  shares  nor  in- 
terest in  these  marvellous  conveyances  look 
at  them  with  suspicion,  and  endeavour  to  find 
fault.  They  speak  moodily  of  monopoly, 
and,  all^ough  some  may  still  discourse  elo- 
quently of  the  comfort  of  a  stage-coach,  yet 
we  think  that,  on  comparing  the  two,  the 
poultry  amateur  will  decide  with  the  ma- 
jority of  mankind  that  they  are  a  vast  im- 
provement on  all  other  modes  of  conveyance 
or  transit.  But  we  are,  or '  fancy  we  are, 
philanthropists,  and  we  love  to  see  the 
masses  in  the  enjoyment  of  one  of  their 
dear-bought  and  few  holidays.  By  excur- 
sion trains  at  low  prices,  and  by  ihe  addi- 
tion of  a  ffew  third  class  carriages  to  them, 
directors^  place  a  healthy  and  humanising 
treat  within  reach  of  many  who  are  obliged 
to  look  hard  at  their  money  before  they 
spend  it.  We  do  not  envy  the  feelings  of 
those  in  power  (if  such  there  be)  who  would 
not  view  fifty  pounds  with  more  pleasure, 
earned  by  the  shillings  of  a  large  number  of 
the  lower  classes  in  third  class  conveyances, 
than  by  a  few  who  can  afford  the  luxury  of 
the  first. 


Every  argument  is  in  favour  of  liberality. 
It  is  said  that  a  tone  is  given  to  a  nation  by 
its  pursuits.  It  is  said  that  civil  wars  are 
so  sanguinary  in  Spain,  because  from  their 
national  recreation  of  bull  fighting  they 
become  reconciled  to  the  shedding  of  blood, 
and  to  scenes  of  cruelty. 

Let  us  not  be  thought  ridiculous  when  we 
say  that  a  poultry  show  is  a  place  calculated 
to  improve  a  man,  for  we  believe  it  appeals 
to  kindly  feelings.  Let  it  not  be  thought 
of  small  importance,  or  that  we  exaggerate. 
Our  columns  this  day  announce  twenty-four 
such  meetings  in  the  next  five  months,  and 
there  are  doubtless  many  more.  Yorkshire, 
Somersetshire,  Ireland,  Lancashire,  Hamp- 
shire, Berkshire,  Shropshire,  Buckingham- 
shire, Middlesex,  Bedfordshire,  Cambridge- 
shire, Norfolk,  Warwickshire,  Nottingham- 
shire, and  the  Isle  of  Wight  all  figure  in 
the  list,  and  some  for  two  or  three  exhibi- 
tions in  different  parts  or  divisions  of  the 
county.  Here,  then,  is  a  field  open  for 
railways,  and  we  come  to  a  close  by  reiex- 
ing  our  readers  to  the  liberal  terms  offered 
by  the  directors  of  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  to  those  who  may  wish  to 
visit  the  Malvern  Show  in  September.  A 
notice  of  them  will  be  found  in  this  number. 

Might  not  the  London  and  South  Western 
follow  the  example,  by  giving  cheap  trains 
to  the  Southampton  and  Dorchester  shows, 
and  allowing  them  to  stop  at  some  of  the 
intermediate  stations. 


Be  admonished  that  a  stitch  in  time  saves 
nine ;  for  the  laying  up  one  rail,  or  nailing 
one  boai'd,  may  save  the  ninth  repetition 
and  unruly  stock. 

Feed  your  fowls  the  year  round  if  you 
would  make  them  profitable. 
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Schedule  of  Tottingtoii  Agricultural 
and  Poultry  Show. 

POULTRY. 

Pidlets  and  CoekereU  to  he  hatched  since 

Jam/iMry  1»<,  1864/ 

No.  t.     d. 

Class  I. — Coohih  China  (of  any  Colour). 

1.  Best  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets 15    0 

Second  best  ditto    5    0 

2.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens   7    6 

Class  II. — Spanish. 

8.  Best  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets    15  0 

Second  best  ditto    5  0 

4.  Best  Cock  and  three  Hens 7  6 

Class  III. — ^Doekinos  (of  any  Colour). 

I      5.  Best  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets 15  0 

I  Second  best  ditto    5  0 

I       6.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  7  6 

I  Class  IV. — Game  (of  any  colour). 

7.  Best  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets    15  0 

Second  best  ditto    6  0 

8.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens  7  6 

;  I  Class  Y. — Phbasants  or  Hambubqs. 

'■',     9.  Best  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets   ...!.. 15  0 

I           Second  best  ditto    5  0 

10.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens   7-  6 

Class  VI. — ^Bantams  (of  any  variety). 

11.  Best  Cock  and  two  Hens,  of  any  age    10    0 
Second  best  ditto    6    0 

Class  VII. — Duoks  (Aylesbury,  or  any 
White  Variety). 

12.  Best  Drake  and  three  Ducks,  of  any  agelO    0 
Second  best  ditto    6     0 

Class  VIII. — Roubns  (or  any  dark  variety). 
' '    18.  Best  Drake  and  three  ducks,  of  any  agelO    0 
Second  best  ditto    5    0 

Class  IX. — GHbesb. 

14.  Best  Ghinder  and  two  G-eese  10    0 

I'  Second  best  ditto   5    0 

The  stock  of  the  several  persons  showing  for 
premiums  must  be  on  sale,  and  bond  fide  the 
property  of  the  exhibitor ;  and  no  premiimis  will 
be  awarded  without  competition,  except  with  the 
approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  committee.  The 
judges  shall  not  award  any  premium  unless  there 
be  sufficient  merit. 

A  description  of  the  cattle  showing  for 
premiums,    with  name  and  residence    of    ^e 


owner,  must  be  lodged  with  the  Secretary  to  tha 
Committee  before  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  ot 
the  fair  day,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Pilking- 
ton,  the  Bobin  Hood  Inn. 

All  exhibitors  of  poultry  are  requested  to  send 
their  entries  to  the  Secretary,  by  letter,  on  or 
before  the'  11th  day  of  August,  in  order  that  « 
sufficient  number  of  pens  may  be  provided.  The 
necessary  form  of  entry  will  be  supplied  to  all 
parties  on  application  to  the  Secretary.  Price  of 
entry — 2s.  for  a  smgle  pen,  or  5s.  for  three  pens. 

There  will  be  a  convenient  erection  in  which 
the  cattle  and  produce  win  be  exhibited  for  the 
various  premiums.  Admissions  before  two  o'clock 
One  Shilling,  affcer  two  o'clock  Sixpence. 

No  stock  of  any  description  will  be  allowed  to 
leave  the  show  yard  before  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  on  the  day  of  the  show. 

Dinner  on  the  table,  at  the  Bobin  Hood  Inn, 
at  three  o'clock.  Gentiemen,  flEurmers,  and  others 
attending  the  show,  are  respectfully  invited. 

Mr.  Hugh  Eobkbts,  ITrea- 
Mr.  RiCHABD  GK>BT0N,  jsurerg, 
Mr.  Eli  Bobbbts,  Secreta/ry, 

The  Schedule  includes  premiums  for  cattle^ 
horses,  pigs,  cabbages,  turnips,  and  other  roots. 


The  Malvern  Poultry  Show. 

Those  who  visited  this  lovely  spot  last 
yjar  will  require  no  urging  to  do  so  again. 
Those  who  Imve  not  seen  it  can  form  no  idea 
of  Ihe  beauty  of  the  scenery,  or  of  the  attrac- 
tions of  a  poultry  show,  held  in  most  beauti- 
ful gardens  of  several  acres.  There  is  one 
arrangement  peculiar  to  this  place,  the 
money  is  paid  for  admission  into  the  gardens, 
which  are  amply  provided  with  seats ;  thuft 
spectators  may  walk  in  and  out  of  the  show 
at  will  during  the  day,  enjoying  ia.t  intervals 
the  treat  of  walking  m  a  heautiful  pleasure 
ground  commanding  one  of  the  most  varied 
and  extended  views  m  England.  The  com- 
mittee have  made  arrangements  by  which  a 
train  will  leave  Euston  Square  at  7  a.m., 
and  return  from  Worcester  at  6  p.m.  Fares : 
First  Class,  15s. ;  Second  Class,  lOs. ;  Third 
Ckss,  7s.  6d.  The  fare  between  Worcester 
and  Malvern  is  Is.  We  hope  Directors  and 
Committee  will  meet  the  reward  they 
deserve  in  a  large  attendance. 
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Wellington  Poultry  Show. 

At  the  moment  of  going  to  press,  a 
packet  has  reached  us  with  particulars  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  committee  of  the 
Wellington,  (Somerset,)  Society  has  been 
catering  for  the  amusementof  the,  no  doubt 
numerous,  visitors  who  will  attend  the  show. 

The  Poultry  show  which  is  to  take  place 
on  the  3rd  and  4th  inst,  is  in  connexion 
with  a  grand  fete  champttre  and  fancy 
bazaar  to  be  held  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Rev  .  W.  W.  Pulman,  and  the  profits  are  to 
aid  the  funds  of  the  Church  National  Schools, 
now  building  at  Wellington.  The  bazaar 
fdU  be  held  under  the  large  marqruee  of  the 
Devon  and  Exeter  Horticultural  Society. 

Birds  will  be  conveyed  fkee  op  carriage, 
to  and  from  the  Exhibition  on  the  South 
Devon  and  Bkistol  and  Exetee  railways ; 
and  arrangements  have  been  made,  with 
the  Bristol  and  Exeter  Railway  Company, 
to  grant  return  tickets,  at  single  fares,  by 

ALL     THE     OBDINAEY    TEAINS,    to    perSOns 

visiting  Wellington  on  the  3rd,  from  Bristol 
and  aU  the  intermediate  stations.  Trains 
will  arrive  at  the  Wellington  Station,  from 
Exeter .  and  the  intermediate  Stations,  at 
8-7.  a.  m.,  10-30  a.  m.,  12-0.  a.  m.,  3-35. 
p.  m.,  and  7*15.  p.  m. ;  and  from  Bristol 
and  the  intermediate  stations  at  9*45.  a.m. 
11*45  a.  m.,  1*15.  p.  m.,  4*32.  p.m.,  and 
7*32.  p.  m. 

For  the  accommodation  of  parties  holding 
return  tickets,  special  trains  will  leave  the 
Wellington  Station,  after  the  Fireworks, 
for  Bristol  and  Exeter  and  the  intermediate 
stations. 

The  Band  of  the  Royal  Marines  will  play 
throughout  the  first  day  of  the  F^te,  and 
in  the  evening,  the  company  will  be  treated 
witii  a  magnificent  display  of  Fireworks, 
the  kind  contribution  of  S.  Dobree,  Esq.,' 
which  will  commence  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock.  Refreshments  will  be  sold  on  the 
grounds. 

Admittance  on  the  First  Day:  to  the 
Bazaar,  Is. ;  to  the  Poultry  Show,  Is. ; 
to  the  Fireworks,  6d.,  or  to  the  Reserved 
Ground  Is.     On  the  Second  Day:  to  the 


Bazaar  and  Poultry  Show,  Is.  Children  half- 
price. 

Tickets  maybe  procured,  on  or  before 
the  2nd.  of  August,  of  Mr.  R.  Comer, 
Wellington,  or  at  the  Gtttes  on  the  day  of 
the  F^te. 


The  Show  at  Lincoln. 

FURTHER  PARTIOITLARS. 

The  show-yard  was  most  delightfully 
situated  on  the  Cow  Paddock,  a  piece  of 
level  ground  at  the  foot  of  Canwick  Hill, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Railway 
Station. 

In  front  of  it  the  City  rose  tier  above 
tier,  the  summit  of  the  mil  being  crowned 
with  the  magnificent  Cathedrsu,  Castle, 
Keep,  Tower,  and  other  public  buildings; 
and  when  the  sun  lit  up  the  grand  old 
Cathedral  with  its  ardent  beams,  the  scene 
was  one  of  great  magnificence. 

The  poultry  pens  were  ranged  at  the 
east  end  of  the  show-yard,  in  a  double 
tier,  in  front  whereof  was  an  iron  hand- 
rail, to  prevent  the  too  near  approach  of 
the  visitors,  which  was  a  very  necessary 
precaution,  the  space  appropriated  to  the 
poultry  being  covered  over  with  asphaltic 
felt,  and  too  near  to  the  coops,  as  it  pre- 
vented ventilation  when  the  front  was 
occupied  by  thousands  of  spectators.  Had 
the  space  in  front  of  the  pens  been  covered 
with  canvas,  the  birds  would  have  been 
seen  to  greater  advantage,  there  being  a 
deficiency  of  light  to  view  them,  from  the 
over-crowdinff.  The  range  of  pens  was 
600  feet  in  length ;  and  the  attendants 
provided  for  the  wants  of  the  poultry  in  a 
very  liberal  manner,  treating  them  with 
bread  soaked  in  ale,  com,  &c.,  and  a  plen- 
tiful supply  of  water,  which  was  needed,  as 
they  evidently  suffered  much  for  want  of 
pure  air. 

The  show  of  fowls  was  good  in  quality, 
but  small  in  number,  there  being  only  295 
pens  entered,  which  I  account  for  on  the 
ground  that  the  Society  makes  no  provision 
for  the  sale  of  poultiy,  and  consequently 
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there  is  no  temptatioii   to  send  inferior 
birds,  as  at  other  shows,  simply  for  sale. 

The  different  railways  aftorded  every 
facility  in  the  conveyance  of  the  birds, 
which  were  carried  both  ways  free  of 
charge. 

The  Show  was  altogether  well  conducted 
and  successful,  12,000  persons  being  present 
on  the  Thursdav,  and  the  receipts  being 
£1500 ;  on  the  Friday  the  number  admitted 
was  25,000,  and  consequently  it  has  been 
very  beneficial  to  the  funds  of  the  society, 
which  will  again  be  in  a  healthy  state. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  notice  without 
congratulating  the  good  men  of  Lincoln  on 
the  chaste  manner  in  which  the  city  was 
decorated,  and  the  good  order  which  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  lengthened  period 
occupied  with  the  show ;  and  expressing  a 
hope  that  we  may  soon  meet  them  again  at 
a  poultry  show. 

In  the  class  for  a  single  Cochin  cock  of 
any  age,  the  prize  bird,  one  year  old, 
origincJly  from  the  stock  of  Mr.  Steggall, 
was  the  most  beautiful  cock  I  remember  to 
have  seen,  purely  buff,  throughout  even  his 
tail,  which  flowed  most  gracefully,  and  was 
very  fine  in  quality ;  the  bird  was  in  the 
highest  possible  condition  and  feather. 

C.  P. 


The  Sebright  Bantam's  Tail. 

IN  REPLY  TO  '^ TRISTRAM  SHANDY." 

In  reply  to  the  remarks  made  by  **  Tris- 
tram Shandy,"  at  page  480  of  ' '  The  Poultry 
Chronicle,"  I  most  ftdly  agree  with  that 
gentleman,  that  ''many  a  case  has  been 
lost  by  proving  too  much ;"  of  the  truth  of 
which  his  own  letter  is  a  complete  and 
significant  "illustration."  He  states: 
"  <  E.  H.'  asserted  that  the  Sebright' s  tail 
should  be  spangled,  not  laced."  Certain  it 
is  no  such  statement  can  be  found  in  my 
writings,  but  is  a  phantom  of  "  Tristram 
Shandy's  "  own  imagination,  and  therefore 
I  leave  to  him  the  Quixotic  exploit  of  its 
destruction;  simply  adding,  a  ''spangled 
tail "  in  a  Sebright  Bantam  would  certainly 


to  me  present  an  unquestionable  proof  of 
its  degeneracy.  However  dubious  **  Tris- 
tram Shandy"  may  still  remain  on  the 
subject,  I  must  however  again  assert,  *'l 
have  ofttimes  seen  Sebright  partially,  and 
sometimes  even  wholly,  spangled  m  the 
body,  that  were  perfection  in  the  lacings  of 
the  tail,"  and  contrariwise  others  (thouffh 
by  no  means  **  plentiful  as  blackberries''), 
perfectly  clear  in  the  ground  colour  of  toe 
tail,  and  as  truly  ''laced"  (as  the  most 
fastidious  amateur  could  desire)  in  those 
feathers,  that  were  almost  altogether  with- 
out "  lacing  "  on  the  breast,  and  some  few 
that  degenerated  into  a  half-spangled, 
half-laced  feather,  on  the  shoulaers; 
whilst  that  gentleman  must  excuse  my 
entertaining  different  opinions  as  to  any 
Bantam  (however  penect-tailed)  being 
really  "  wor^A  £50 ; "  nor  have  I  yet  known 
of  one  realising  that  amount. 

The  (to  my  notions)  rather  irrelevant 
subject  of  "veritable  tortoise-sheU  tom- 
cats," is  one  I  have  not,  myself,  as  yet, 
entertained,  therefore  will,  in  this  instance, 
at  once  give  way  to  "Tristram  Shandy," 
whose  general  knowledge  and  experience  in 
such  matters,  I  admit,  may  be  far  more 
extended  and  profound. 

I  am  one  of  those  parties  who  consider 
wagers  but  a  very  indifferent  substitute 
for  argument;  neither  do  I  advocate  the 
needless  transmission  of  valuable  poultry 
from  place  to  place  ;  but  should  "  Tristram 
Shandy"  think  fit  at  any  time  to  caU  and 
see  the  birds  at  my  own  residencer  (as,  Mr. 
Editor,  my  address  is  equally  well  known 
to  that  gentleman  as  to  yourself),  he  will 
receive  courtesy  and  attention;  and  if, 
afterwards,  any  qualms  of  conscience  should 
still  suggest  the  expediency  of  "  presents  of 
£5  notes  to  the  poor  of  your  parish  "  (or 
any  other)  he  will  find  me  the  very  last 
party  desirous  of  placing  any  unnecessaiy 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  so  truly  praiseworthy 
an  inclination.  E.  H. 


Read  in  your  spare  m(Hnents,  rather  than 
gossip. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   POULTRY   CHRONICLE. 


523 


An  Old  Amateur's  Ideias. 

"WHEXthe  "  Poultry  Chronicle  "  appeared, 
I  thought  I  would  wait  three  months,  and  if 
it  held  its  ground  I  would  then  become  a 
contributor.  I  have  for  many  years  been 
such  to  various  papers  on  Poultry  matters, 
and  have  often  wished  for  a  similar  publi- 
cation. Seeing  it  has  enlisted  such  writers 
as  **Alector,"  **  Derbyshire  Yeoman" 
**  Tristram  Shandy,"  &c,  and  many  others, 
I  shaU  be  proud  to  see  my  poultry- gossip 
printed  in  their  company.  My  inclination 
leads  me  to  everything  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  my  leisure  permits  me  to  visit 
most  of  the  shows  that  talce  place.  I  believe 
my  experience  entitles  me  to  give  an  opinion, 
for  I  was  a  judge  at  the  rare  poultry  shows, 
many  years  since,  when  many  of  those  who 
now  act  in  that  capacity,  Knew  not  one 
quarter  of  the  breeds  now  exhibited.  The 
chickens  at  the  late  shows  prove  that  the 
I  season  has  been  a  bad  one,  they  are  few  in 
number  and  not  strong.  It  may  be  worth 
while  to  ask  the  causes  ?  Unusually  dry 
weather,  very  cold  nights.  The  first  makes 
hatching  dimcult ;  the  second  if  thejr  do  not 
prevent  the  formation  of  the  chick,  at 
least  render  it  weak.  I  have  never  heard 
such  general  complaint  of  chickens  being 
dead  m  the  eggy  although  perfectly  formed 
and  ready  to  come  out.  I  agree  with 
Sylvanus,  in  a  paper  styled  "De  omnibus 
rebus,"  that  when  the  weather  is  so  dry  it 
j  is  necessary  to  wet  the  eggs.  However 
I  artificially  we  may  keep  our  fowls,  nature 
must  supply  the  tneory  on  which  we  gra£t 
our  own  experiments,  which  we  too  often 
dignify  by  the  name  of  improvements.  The 
gourmand  or  millionnaire  eats  his  peas  or 
strawberries  in  January,  at  golden  prices, 
and  while  he  eats,  longs  for  those  naturally 
produced  some  months  later ;  and  so  while 
we  look  at  the  delicate  and  thorough-bred 
chickens  at  the  early  poultry  shows  in 
June  and  July,  we  see  in  our  mind's  eye, 
the  sturdy  natural  birds  that  will  gain  the 
prizes  at  Birmingham  in  December.  The 
truth  is,  one  is  natural,  the  other  artificial. 
We  must  then,  if  we  alter  the  season  for  our 


setting  hens,  do  for  them  as  the  gardener 
does  for  his  peas  and  strawberries.  We 
must  out  of  season  supply  them  with  that 
they  would  naturally  have  later  in  the  year, 
and  for  success  all  our  eflbrts  must  be 
carefully  made  in  imitation  of  nature.  How 
then  shall  we  damp  our  eggs  ? 

When  drought  prevails,  the  dews  are 
frequently  very  heavy,  and  the  hen  seeking 
her  food,  wets  h.er  breast  on  the  grass,  and 
returns  to  her  occupation.  But  she  has 
shaken  the  water  ojff,  and  she  is  only  damp. 
Herein  consists  the  difierence  between  our 
wetting  and  her  moistening.  Being 
artificially  kept  and  confined  to  her  setting 
house,  how  shall  we  imitate  this,  or  rather 
how  shall  we  enable  her  to  do  for  us,  as 
she  would  do  were  she  at  liberty  ?  Seeing 
the  difference  isimmense  between  sprinkling 
by  hand,  whereby  some  eggs  are  flooded 
and  others  escape,  and  communicating  from 
the  feathers  warmth  and  moisture  at  the 
same  time. ;  I  advise  where  she  cannot  be 
allowed  to  leave  her  eggs  for  a  few  minutes 
to  run  on  the  grass,  that  a  large  sod  of 
long  growing  grass  be  cut,  and  if  not 
naturally  covered  with  dew,  that  it  be 
watered  with  a  fine  spreading  water-pot, 
and  placed  in  her  way.  This  I  believe,  as 
I  have  used  it,  wiU  come  nearer  to  nature 
than  anything  else,  as  she  will  kick  and 
trample  it,  and  thereby  moisten  her  breast 
feathers.  In  damp  weather  when  the 
atmosphere  is  impregnated  with  moisture 
this  is  unnecessary,  but  when  everything 
is  dried  up,  it  is  my  belief  that  it  acts  on 
the  shell  and  lining  membrane  of  the  egg, 
till  they  are  so  hardened  that  the  chicken 
is  confined  in  a  prison  against  which  its 
efforts  are  as  impotent,  as  if  its  walls  were  of 
wrought-iron.  Hence  they  die  in  their  shell. 

If  the  strong  chicken  be  unable  to  break 
through  this  barrier,  what  can  the  weaker 
one  do  ?  It  must  die,  unless  we  can  discover 
the  natural  cause  of  weakness,  and  find  a 
remedy  for  it.  I  believe  nothing  spoils  so 
many  eggs,  and  weakens  so  many  chickens, 
as  the  morning  frosts,  of  which  we  have  had 
so  many  in  late  years,  in  April  and  some- 
times in  May.     These  are  always  in  the 
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.morning,  about  and  just  after  daybreak. 
.  Ko  men  know  so  much  of  these  as  game- 
keepers, and  they  will  tell  how  they  destroy 
legitimate  hopes,  and  expected  sport.  But 
I  also  believe  it  isjiecessary  to  have  healthy 
and  good-eonstitutionedhens  to  perform  the 
office  of  sitters.  I  am  also  sure  they  should 
not  be  overfed,  as  the  heat  for  hatching 
should  be  regular  and  uniform,  the  product 
of  health  and  not  fever.  Recollect,  I  am  only 
treating  of  artiiicial  management,  and  it 
;  wfll  therefore  be  no  objection  to  say  that 
pheasants,  partridges,  and  other  birds  have 
none  of  this  care  and  pains- taking.  Hens 
like  to  leave  their  eggs  at  daybreak.  The 
little  remnant  of  natiure  left  in  them  teaches 
them  to  seek  their  food  when  it  is  most 
plentiful.  This  is  when  the  mischief  is 
done.  Wherever  the  hen  may  sit  then,  it  is 
necessary   there   be   sufficient    shelter  to 

I)reserve  from  a  morning  frost.  If  in  a  house 
et  it  be  closed,  except  enough  opening  for 
ventilation,  if  out  of  doors,  place  some 
thatched  hurdles  or  even  some  straw,  so  as 
to  exclude  the  cold  air.  Of  course  after  the 
season  of  frosts  is  passed;  or  when  they 
become  very  slight,  these  precautions  are 
unnecessary.  Put  the  eggs  about  which 
you  are  most  anxious  under  the  strongest 
and  healthiest  hen  you  have,  and  if  she  is 
broody  before  you  nave  them,  satisfy  her 
desire  by  allowing  her  two  or  three  common 
ones  to  occupy  her  till  they  are  ready.  Let 
her  have  water  always  within  her  reach, 
let  her  place  be  carefully  ventilated,  let 
her  have  ashes,  feed  her  on  soft  nourishing 
food,  such  as  oatmeal,  do  not  let  her  be 

i  disturbed  by  other  hens,  and  she  will  do 
her  part  well,  the  genial  health- warmth  of 
her  own  body  will  be  transmitted  to  her 
ofl^pring,  and  you  shall  have  strong  chickens 
that  under  all  ordinary  circumstances  shall 
be  able  to  free  themselves  at  the  proper  time, 
and  shall  not  die  in  the  shell,        Senex. 

I       P.  8.  I  purpose  shortly  giving  you  my 

I  remarks  on  the  Lincoln  ^ow. 

I  [This  paper,  which  should  have  appeared 
last  week,  was  unavoidably  delayed,  from 
press  of  matter,  to  the  present  number. — 
Ed.] 


An  Old  Amateur's  Ideas  and  Noteg  | 
on  the  Lincoln  Show. 

While  I  fully  appreciate  the  business- 
like report  of  your  correspondent  last  week,  i 
I  fancy  that  a  more  critical  view  may  be 
taken,  and  that  the  opinions  and  criticisms 
resulting  from  a  leisure  survey,  may  not  be 
without  interest  to  some  of  your  readers. 
The  Dorkings  were  excellent,  and  I  was 
glad  to  see  a  first  prize  awarded  to  a  pen 
of  birds  with  double  combs.  It  is  time  the 
fact  was  admitted,  that  comb  is  no  test  of 
purity  or  otherwise.  At  each  succeeding 
show,  there  is  manifest  improvement  in 
these  birds,  yet  there  is  no  foreign  strain  to 
resort  to  for  fresh  blood,  we  may  then  leaxn 
how*  much  is  to  be  done  by  pains-taking, 
and  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  it  again 
in  the  course  of  my  criticisms.  I  think  a 
commendation  was  deserved  by  pen  40,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Davies.  There  was  an 
unusually  ^ood  pullet  in  pen  28,  the 
property  of  Miss  Steele  Perkins,  the  second 
was  not  so  good,  but  I  thought  them  meri- 
torious enough  to  figure  in  the  prize-lists 
had  they  been  properly  mated,  but  light 
speckled  hens  were  put  with  a  cuckoo  cock, 
and  an  inferior  one.  I  am  no  stickler  for 
servile  adherence  to  colour,  but  here  the 
contrast  was  too  glaring.  I  confess  myself 
an  admirer  of  Lord  HlQ's  colour,  and  was 
glad  to  see  the  Hawkstone  fowl  increasing 
in  size.  I  observed  the  old  fault  in  pen  21, 
I  allude  to  dissimilarity  of  combs  ;  exhibi- 
tors should  recollect  that  judges  cannot  give 
prizes  to  them  under  the  circumstances. 
Mr.  Qelderd's  1st,  and  Mrs.  T.  Parker's 
2nd  prize  birds  in  the  single  cock  dass, 
were  truly  noble  specimens  of  the  breed. 
The  honours  of  the  whole  class  belong  to 
Mr.  Davies,  of  Hounslow,  and  Mrs.  T. 
Parker ;  the  former  gentleman's  fowls  were 
marvelous,  had  they  not  been  so,  such  birds  ; 
as  those  exhibitea  by  Mrs.  Parker,  Mr.  | 
Smith  of  the  Grove,  Lord  Hill,  Mr.  Bodlam, 
Mr.  Finch  Noyes,  and  Mr.  Fowler  could 
not  have  failed  to  take  prizes.  There  have 
been  curiosities  in  literature  published,  and 
I  must  notice  one  in  poultry,  in  pen  43, 
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there  was  a  hen  evidently  crossed  with 
Malay,  in  pen  255  was  a  Malay  as  evidently 
crossed  with  Dorking,  and  they  were  in 
every  respect  alike. 

I  noticed  little  worthy  of  remark  in  the 
Spanish,  except  that  their  condition  for  the 
tnne  of  year  was  excellent,  and  that  the 
first  pen  was  worthy  of  Knowsley  in  its 
best  days.  I  was  sorry  to  see  good  birds 
disquahfied  by  being  marked,  but  I  think 
the  judges  were  right. 

Cannot  aU  England  give  us  a  better 
display  of  Cochin  chickens.  I  looked  in 
vain  for  the  birds  of  last  year,  I  thought 
the  prizes  well  awarded.  The  best  pullet 
in  the  show,  was  in  pen  108,  the  fourth 
prize.  There  were  but  two  really  good 
birds  in  the  cock  class,  one  took  the  prize, 
the  other  was  highly  commended,  there 
was  little  difference  between  them.  I 
thought  badly  of  the  Brahma  Poutras, 
except  the  prize  birds.  After  the  last 
three  classes,  it  was  refreshing  to  look  at 
the  game,  and  the  winners  had  hard  work 
to  get  their  honours,  and  so  had  the  single 
cocks ;  I  confess,  I  wished  the  two  best 
birds  would  get  out.  There  was  an  open 
space  of  greensward,  and  as  an  old  cocker 
said  to  me,  "I  should  like  to  make  a  pit 
with  the  baskets  for  it  is  a  lovely  spot."^  I 
will  say  nothing  of  the  pencilled  Hambro's, 
except  that  when  there  is  choice  of  new 
blood  both  in  Holland,  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  there  is  no  excuse  for  such  a 
palpable  breeding  out  of  colour,  and  such 
evident  breeding  in  of  stock.  The  Spangled 
Hamburghs,  except  some  golden  pullets 
were  not  to  any  taste,  and  I  confess  I  looked 
at  hen- feathered  cocks  with  aversion.  Mr. 
Adkin's  Polands  were  noble  birds.  The 
turkeys,  ducks  and  geese  were  all  capital, 
but  as  my  sayings,  when  I  warm  on  my 
subject,  will  become  tiresome  perhaps  to 
others,  I  draw  to  a  close.  I  cannot  how- 
ever do  so  without  putting  my  conclusions  on 
paper,  for  I  believe  an  uninterested  person, 
and  a  non-exhibitor  sees  things  more  clearly 
than  those  who  have  something  at  stake, 
No  exhibition  was  ever  more  pregnant  with 
instruction  to  breeders  than  this,  because 


it  has  proved  that  when  a  yard  has  attained 
its  celebrity,  care  will  continue  it.  Captain 
Hobby's  birds  were  as  successful  as  ever. 
So  were  Mrs.  T.  Parker's  both  geese  and 
fowls.  Lord  HiQ's  birds  were  as  beautiful, 
and  increasing  in  size.  Mr.  Brevington  held 
his  old  place  at  the  head  of  the  ducks. 
Cannot  Cochin  and  Hambro*  breeders  learn 
something  from  this  ?  •  AU  these  are  due  to 
the  judicious  introduction  of  fresh  blood, 
while  degeneracy  was  written  on  the  others. 

Sir  A.  Macdonald  was  an  indefatigable 
steward  of  the  poultry,  and  better  than  all 
brought  his  practical  knowledge  to  bear  on 
the  subject.  I  should  hope  his  appointment 
was  permanent. 

I  could  not  understand  why  the  awards 
were  not  read  with  the  others  after  dinner. 
No  agricultural  exhibition  is  perfect  now 
without  poultry,  and 'that  of  the  Royal, 
should  be  at  the  he^ad  of  the  latter  as  well 
as  the  former.  All  that  is  required  is  for 
the  society  to  undertake  the  receipts,  and 
the  despatch  of  the  birds  after  the  show. 
A  very  small  outlay  would  enable  this  to  be 
done;  their  entries  would  be  increased 
sevenfold,  and  their  visitors  would  be 
doubled.  The  way  in  which  all  the  duties 
of  the  yard,  are  performed  by  the  gentle- 
men who  undertake  them,  and  the  ubiquily 
of  Mr.  B.  Gibbs,  deserve  the  thanks  of  all 
who  have  occasion  to  be  there.      Senex. 


ITotes  by  "Aleotor." 

Ik  the  hope  of  drawing  forth  a  learned  ^ 
defence  in  behalf  of  an  error,  a  lady  once 
asked  Dr.  Johnson  why  he  had  defined  the 
word  "pastern"  in  the  first  edition  of  his 
Dictionary,  as  "that  portion  of  the  leg  of  a 
horse  lying  between  the  knee  ana  the 
fetlock  "  ? — To  her  great  disappointment 
the  Lexicographer  replied,  "  Ignorance, 
madam,  pure  ignorance  waS  my  only 
reason."  Upon  this  Boswell  goes  on  to 
expatiate  in  laudatory  terms,  upon  the 
greatness  of  mind  that  could  so  readily 
acknowledge  an  error.  Never  having 
taken  credit   to    myself  for    knowing  afl 
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about  every  kind  of  poultry,  I  hope  the 
readers  of  the  *'  Chronicle  "  will  accept  the 
apology  of  ignorance  for  any  faults  I  may 
have  prpetrated,  whether  of  omission  or 
commission.  In  looking  over  my  late  papers 
I  lind  but  little  to  add  to  them  beyond  the 
bare  fact,  that  the  time  of  incubation  of  the 
swan  is,  I  believe,  just  six  weeks. 

From  poultry,  howfever,  the  transition  to 
eggs  is  a  very  natural  consequence,  and 
Imving  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  testing 
the  qualities  of  different  kinds,  I  think  I 
shall  be  breaking  fresh  ground  if  I  proceed 
to  give  the  results  of  my  experiment. 

In  spite  of  the  off-fiand  assertion  and 
nonchalant  truism  of  some,  that  an  egg  is 
an  eggf  I  fancy  most  persons  will  agree 
with  me  there  is  a  wide  difference  in  the 
flavour  and  appearance  of  the  eggs  of 
different  varieties  of  the  common  fowl. 
How  this  arises  is  the  question  I  now 
propose  to  discuss. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  it  would  be  a 
libel  on  any  egg  to  say  that  it  was  not  fresh, 
and  therefore  I  may  reasonably  conclude 
that  all  my  trials  have  been  made  on 
recently  laid  specimens,  but  still  I  have 
found  that  those  of  the  Brahma  Pootra, 
and  Cochin  China  were  infinitely  superior 
to  any  others.  "Whether  this  proceeds  from 
some  innate  excellence  in  the  breed  I  know 
not,  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  attribute  it 
to  the  fact  of  their  being  the  pets  of  the 
fancy,  and  consequently  higher  fed  and 
better  kept  than  the  other  breeds.  That 
the  quantity  of  eggs  depends  upon  the  state 
of  the  hen's  condition  and  health,  no  poultry 
grower  will  dispute  ;  why  then  should  not 
the  same  causes  affect  the  quality  also  ? 
And  here  it  may  not  be  anliss  to  mention  a 
circumstance,  to  a  degree  corroborative  of 
my  theory.  In  April  last,  I  was  staying 
with  a  relative,  wlio  had  a  daily  supply  of 
fresh  eggs  from  a  neighbouring  farmer. 
On  more  than  one  occasion,  we  met  with  an 
egg  which,  while  the  white  showed  unmis- 
takable signs  of  freshness,  was  nevertheless 
undoubtedly  bad  to  the  smell  and  taste ; 
before  however  anv  complaint  had  reached 
the  farmer's  ears,  1  happened  to  have  some 


poultry  talk  with  his  wife,  who,  in  the  course 
of  conversation,  volunteered  the  startlin^^ 
information,  that  one  of  her  hens  laid  stah 
eggs,  Ev^ry  endeavour  was  made,  but 
unfortunately  without  success,  to  bring 
the  fact  home  to  the  offender ;  a  strong 
case  of  suspicion  was  however  made  out 
against  a  hen  that  was  a  very  foul  feeder, 
and  was  constantly  seen  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  drains,  &o. 

Of  all  the  eggs  that  I  have  experimented 
upon,  none  were  so  poor  as  those  which  had 
bfeen  imported.  In  all  of  them  the  yolk 
was  a  pale,  sickly,  starved-out  yellow; 
and  notwithstanding  that  the  eye  may 
exercise  some  influence  on  the  palate 
through  the  medium  of  the  imagination, 
I  think  I  could  tell  the  difference  between 
the  egg  of  a  Cochin  China,  and  a  dunghill 
fowl  blindfold. 

It  is  recorded  of  some  eminent  lawyer 
that  mistaking  his  client,  he  made  a  long 
speech  in  favour  of  the  wrong  person  before 
he  discovered  his  error,  but  that  he  adroitly- 
shifted  his  ground,  and  assuming  that  his 
previous  arguments  would  be  those  of  the 
opposing  counsel,  he  gravely  proceeded  to 
demolish  them.  In  a  somewhat  similar 
spirit  I  would  ask,  how  is  it  that  the  eggs 
of  the  Guinea  fowl,  the  wandering  half  fed 
Arab  of  the  poultry-yard,  are  so  rich  as  to 
almost  pass  into  a  proverb.  This  flsujt 
rather  strongly  militates  against  my  high- 
feeding  theory.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
readers,  gifted  with  a  fuli  development  of 
the  organ  of  causality,  would  like  to  sift  the 
subject.  If  so,  I  shall  feel  some  pleasure  in 
having  given  them  the  choice  of  either  side 
of  the  question. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  an 
accidental  confirmation  of  my  opinion,  as 
regards  the  existence  of  a  difference  in  the 
quality  of  eggs,  from  a  friend  who  observed 
he  **  d'id  not  lilce  Cochin  China  eggs  as  they 
were  too  rich,  but  preferred  those  of  other 
breeds,  Hamburgs  and  game  for  instance, 
as  more  delicate. 


I 


Quality    not    quantity    should    be   the 
maxim. 
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^*  Bisappointments.  ** 

.  That  poultry-keeping  is  a  great  pleasure 
many  if  oaot  aU  of  your  readers  wilL  bear 
evidence  to,  but  tibiat  it  bas  its  disappoint- 
ments and  vexations  no  one  will  deny  with 
justice ;  some  caused  by  ill  luck,  some  by 
bad  management,  oversight,  or  carelessness 
on  our  own  parts ;  by  deceit  (as  mauy  egg 
purchasers  will  loudly  proclaim,)  on  the 
part  of  others ;  by  frost,  by  rain,  and  cold 
unseasonable  weather.  From  one  and  a 
thousand  causes  disappointments  will  arise, 
the  future  recurrence  of  which  can  only  be 
avoided,  by  the  purchase  of  dear  bought 
experience.  Now  I  am  at  this  moment 
suffering  from  a  grievous  disappointment, 
and  am  disposed  to  make  my  troubles 
known;  as  perhaps  I  may  through  your 
columns  hear  if  there  are  duiers  su:&'ering  in 
a  similar  way,  and  derive  some  consolation 
therefrom;  lor  in  this  wicked  world  we  are 
all  prone  to  derive  some  comfort  from  the 
feelmg,  that  we  have  feUow  sufferers. 

I  had  last  year,  a  good  stud  of  Partridge 
Cochins,  which  produced  good  chickens 
which  got  me  some  prizes.  Not  content 
with  doing  well  I  must  forsooth  do  better, 
and  improve  my  stock  by  the  introduction 
of  a  fresh  cockerel,  from  one  of  the  most 
aucoessfal  breeders ;  now  mark  the  result : 
with  the  same  hens  and  this  cock,  I 
have  not  one  partridge-marked  chicken, 
but  every  bird  is  of  that  disagreeable 
feathenng  so  often  thrown  by  buff  birds,  or 
by  dark  bred  cinnamons ;  my  whole  season 
is  lost,  and  I  find  myself  the  possessor  of  a 
worthless  cock  and  a  still  less  valuable 
progeny.  Are  any  other  of  your  readers  in 
the  same  "fix,"  as  our  transatlantic  friends 
would  say  ?  Is  there  no*  remedy — no  action 
for  damages — ^for  breach  of  promise— or  for 
loss  of  services  ?  The  bird  looked  all  right, 
in  fact  he  promised  "  fairly,"  but  has 
behaved  "  foully."  I  took  him  on  his 
breeder's  word,  and  on  his  selection  as  the 
best  bird  he  had.  I  have  applied  for 
redress  from  the  breeder  and  can  get  none, 
so  I  suppose  I  must  indulge  in  the  truly 
British  luxury  of  grumbling  and  swallow 


the  disappointment  in  the  shape  of  a  cock- 
a'leeky  and  chicken  broth.  W.  W. 


Colombiary. 

KO.    X. — THE   PiaiONHOUSE. 

Country  gentlemen,  when  they  keep 
pigeons  usually  build  a  dovecot  as  I  have 
described  in  my  former  paper  when  writing 
about  the  dovehouse  pigeons,  and  these  are 
usually  tenanted  by  common  birds. 

In  towns  where  the  flying  pigeons  are 
kept,  the  loft  under  the  roof  of  3ie  house, 
or  some  out-building,  is  their  frequent 
abode;  this  should  be  floored,  and  the 
skirting  well  secured  against  the  entrance 
of  rats  or  other  vermin.  From  the  rafters 
shelves  may  be  suspended  and  divided  into 
nests,  or  as  some  prefer  these  on  the  ground, 
they  may  be  made  in  pairs  all  round  the 
floor ;  light  should  be  let  in  through  a  glass 
window  at  the  end,  or  a  skyHght  in  Hie 
roof,  and  an  opening  should  be  made  in  the 
roof  with  a  trap-door  of  some  sort,  that  a 
person  may  occasionally  put  his  head  and 
shoulders  out  to  look  about.  A  platform 
of  boards  must  be  laid  for  the  pigeons  to 
alight  on,  at  the  entrance,  and  on  this 
should  be  placed  their  airery  or  trap,  which 
is  a  framework  of  laths,  with  three  doors, 
letting  down  and  pulling  up  with  a  cord  ; 
on  the  top  of  the  trap  several  square  holes 
of  about  four  inches  wide  are  left,  which 
are  called  '  ^  tipping  holes  ; "  and  at  the  sides 
of  the  trap  at  each  comer  are  wires,  sus- 
pended on  a  pivot,  which  fall  against  a 
small  ledge  that  prevents  their  swinging 
outwards,  these  are  called  **  bolting- wires. 
The  tipping-holes  and  bolting-wires  are 
always  useful  to  allow  any  pigeon  to  enter 
from  without  when  the  trap  is  closed, 
though  no  pigeon  can  get  out  of  them 
when  rightly  made  at  least  it  very  rarely 
happens ;  and  such  traps  are  in  constant 
use,  by  means  of  which  the  owner  has 
always  command  over  the  pigeons,  and  can 
shut  them  up,  let  them  out,  or  catch  any 
he  pleases  on  the  shortest  notice.  The  loft 
should  be  provided  with  a  "hopper"  or 
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meat-box  so  constructed  that  it  supplies  a 
trough  at  the  bottom  as  long  as  there  is  any 
food  in  the  box ;  the  trough  .  must  be 
guarded  by  wires,  or  the  pigedns  are  apt  to 
knock  the  com  over  and  waste  it.  The 
water  should  be  placed  in  a  large  earthen 
fountain  or  water-bottle :  the  best  forms  are 
those  that  are  made  like  a  large  round 
bottle,  inverted  in  an  earthen  stand,  with 
holes  all  round  for  the  pigeons  to  drink 
from :  metal  fountains  are  very  objection- 
able ;  iron  may  perhaps  be  an  exception. 

The  "  salt  cat"  is  good  for  all  pigeons, 
and  shoidd  be  placed  in  a  jar  with  holes  all 
round  for  the  pigeons  to  peck  through,  and 
covered  with  a  hd.  It  is  thought  by  some 
that  pigeons  injure  a  roof,  but  the  damage 
they  do  is  so  very  trifling,  if  any,  that  it  is 
scarcely  worth  notice ;  they  cannot  possibly 
loosen  any  tiles  by  peeking,  though  by 
running  over  an  old  roof  tney  may  occa- 
sionally shake  down  a  tile,  or  slate,  that 
was  previously  loose,  but  which  would  of 
necessity  have  fallen  the  next  high  wind 
had  the  pigeons  not  been  there  ;  the  mortar 
they  eat  is  only  that  which  time  and  the 
weather  has  crumbled  and  made  soft,  and 
which  would  be  washed  down  by  every 
shower.  A  balh  is  good  for  pigeons,  and 
they  take  great  delight  in  washing,  but  it 
is  not  necessary  for  them  always  to  have 
it,  and  it  should  be  so  placed  that  their 
splashing  may  do  no  harm.  Green  food, 
too,  is  beneficial  for  them ;  they  will  eat 
almost  any  sort  of  smooth-leaved  greens 
or  lettuce.  The  best  food  for  pigeons  are 
small  beans  or  old  tares,  but  where  they 
have  plenty  of  exercise  almost  any  sort  of 
grain  will  do,  provided  it  is  occasionally 
changed.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  describe 
the  inside  arrangements  of  a  loft,  so  various 
are  tastes,  and  so  much  does  it  depend  on 
circumstances ;  but  the  pigeons  must  not  be 
too  crowded,  and  each  pair  must  have  two 
nests.  Some  prefer  earthen  pans  for  them 
to  breed  in,  others  let  them  nest*  on  the 
boards  or  in  boxes,  but  in  either  case  the 
nest  should  be  somewhat  secluded,  and  the 
nest,  as  weU  as  the  whole  loft,  often 
cleaned  out.     Birch  twigs  and  heath  or 


heather  I  consider  the  best  materials  for  ! 
the  nest,  though  straw  will  do.  I  like  the  I 
pigeons  to  build  their  own  nests  ;  others  do  I 
not,  but  put  sawdust  in  their  nest-pans,  | 
Care  should  be  taken  to  place  the  nest  so  as  j 
the  young  cannot  fall  out,  or  they  will  be 
liable  to  be  pecked  and  even  killed  by  the 
other  pigeons,  whose  domains  they  may  un- 
fortunately get  into,  as  each  pair  takes  pos- 
session of  a  certain  part,  and  orivesall  others 
from  it.  The  two  nests  for  one  pair  should 
be  so  situated  that  the  young  may  not  run 
into  and  disturb  the  old  ones  when  again 
sitting. 

It  is  also  necessary  in  all  lofts  to  have  a 
few  matehing  pens,  where  any  pigeons  can 
be  confined  for  pairing,  or  any  other  purpose. 

The  fitting  up  of  a  large  pigeonhouse  or 
aviary  for  fancy  sorts  will  depend  much  on 
the  taste  or  inclination  of  the  owner,  but 
attention  to  the  arrangement  of  the  ne^ 
may  be  found  useful.  Shelves  about  nine 
inches  wide  should  be  erected  eighteen 
inches  apart,  and  divided  by  upright  par- 
titions at  three  feet  distances  ;  a  nine-inch- 
wide  board  or  slab  should  be  placed  up  in 
front  at  each  end  of  each  partition,  so  as  to 
form  two  secluded  retreats  for  the  nests; 
the  nest-pans  if  used  can  be  placed  in  these 
recesses,  and  a  brick  or  ledge  put  across  to 
keep  them  steady ;  in  the  middle  of  each 
division  should  be  a  partition  about  five  or  < 
six  inches  high,  wHch  wiU  prevent  the  ; 
young  in  one  nest  running  into  and  dis-  | 
turbing  the  old  birds  when  sitting  again—  t 
this  partition  will  also  form  a  roosting  place  > 
for  the  old  birds :  the  shelves  may  be  i 
made  of  well  planed  boards,  but  thin  slate 
slabs  would  be  found  better,  not  being  so  ! 
apt  to  harbour  vermin.  I 

When  fresh  pigeons  are  introduced  into    } 
the  pigeonhouse  they  should  not  be  let  out 
till  they  have  fixed  upon  and  taken  posses-  ■ 
sion  of  a  nest-place,  to  facilitate  which  a 
framework  of  laths  is  useful  to  hang  in    ; 
front  of  the  shelves,  and  so  confine  them  to  | 
the  nests  it  is  desirable  for  them  to  take 
for  a  few  days;  but  they  should  also  be 
allowed  to  go  into  the  trap  a  few  times 
before  they  have  full  liberty,  that  they 
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may  learn  the  way  in  and  out  of  their 
habitation.    Attention  to  these  hints  may 
saye  much  trouble  and  many  losses. 
♦,♦  Beware  of  oats.  B.  P.  B. 


itbtttos. 


Profitable   Poultry.     By    W,  B,    Tegetmeier- 
Darton  &  Co.,  Holbom  Hill. 

This  little  work,  which  has  now  reached  a 
second  edition ,  will  be  found  to  contain  some 
useful  hints,  especially  on  the  subject  of  feeding, 
from  the  chapter  on  which  we  will  give  our 
readers  an  extract : — 

« It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on  all 
feeders  of  stock  that  the  food  eaten  has  to  serve 
several  distinct  purposes  when  taken  into  the 
body.  One  portion  is  consumed  in  supporting 
the  natural  warmth  of  the  animal;  another 
set  of  substances  supplies  the  nourishment  re- 
quired for  the  growth  of  the  body,  and  replaces 
the  daily  wasting  that  occurs ;  a  third  yields  the 
materials  from  which  the  bones  are  formed ;  and 
a  fourth  supplies  the  fat  which  is  stored  up  in  the 
bodies  of  animals ;  we  may,  therefore,  speak  of 
the  following  classes  of  foods  :— 

*•  Ist,  Warmth'giving  Food,^ Aa  starch,  which 
forms  almost  the  entire  bulk  of  rice,  and  the  solid 
portion  of  potatoes ;  gum,  sugar,  &c. 

"  2nd,  Flesh-forming  Food. — As  gluten,  &c., 
which  exists  in  large  proportions  in  wheat,  oat- 
me^,  peas,  beans,  middlings  and  sharps,  and  in 
somewhat  smaller  quantity  in  barley,  Indian 
corn,  &c.    < 

"  3rd,  Bone-making  Food. — ^Which  is  found  in 
larger  proportion  in  the  bran,  or  outer  part  of 
the  grain,  than  in  the  inner  parts. 

'*  4th,  Fat-forming  Food. — Consisting  of  fatty 
or  oily  substances ;  these  occur,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  in  Indian  com  (the  yellow  variety),  oat< 
meal,  middlings,  bran,  &c. 

^*  All  experiments  that  have  been  made  tend  to 
prove  tiiat  each  of  these  kinds  of  food  is  unable 
to  serve  the  purposes  of  the  others ;  thus,  to  give 
an  example,  neither  warmth-giving  nor  fat-form- 
ing substances  are  capable  of  adding  to  the  flesh 
of  a  growing  animal,  nor  can  flesh-forming  food 
increase  the  quantity  of  fat.  In  a  mere  elementary 
work,  like  the  present,  it  is  impossible  to  go  into 
this  subject  at  any  great  length.  Those  who 
desire  the  facts  on  which  these  statements  are 

Sounded  are  referred  to  the  works  of  Johnston, 
ebig,  and  other  eminent   agriculturists   and 
agricultural  chemists. ' ' ' 

The  idea  is  further  illustrated  by  the  following 
Table,  showing  the  number  of  pounds  of  dif 
ferent  substances  contained  in  every  100  lb.  of 


grain,  &c.  &o.  When  a  —  is  used  it  signifies 
that  the  quantity  has  not  been  exactly  ascer- 
tained :— 


Every  100  lb.  of 


Wheat contains 

Bran,  Middlings,  &c.  „ 
Oats,  with  husk  . .  ,, 

Oatmeal ,, 

Barley „ 

Malt  Dust „ 

Indian  Com „ 

Rice,  husked „ 

Dhoora  „ 

Buckwheat   „ 

Peas,  dec 

Beans  

Tares    

Lentils 

Potato 


15 


75 
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The  author's  theory  with  respect  to  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  food  is  superior  to  his  information  of 
the  different  varieties  of  fowls,  in  which  his 
intelligence  appears  rather  to  be  gleaned  from 
somewhat  casual  observation,  than  to  be  the 
result  of  extensive  practical  knowledge.  This 
chapter,  however,  ends  with  the  following  excel- 
lent bit  of  advice : — 

«  In  conclusion  I  would  strongly  recommend 
persons  who  are  at  present  breeding  from  com- 
mon fowls,  not  to  attempt  to  improve  them  by 
the  introduction  of  one  or  two  good  male  birds 
into  the  yard,  but  to  obtain  a  good  stock  either 
by  the  purchase  of  birds  or  eggs,  and  to  breed 
from  them  alone,  avoiding  of  course  all  intermar- 
riage between  blood  relations." 

We  would  second  Mr.  Tegetmeier's  advice,  to 
those  who  have  inferior  fowls,  by  saying,  procure 
from  two  different  families  good  stock,  if  only 
a  single  pair. 

Poultry.    By  Baily. 

Wb  with  pleasure  fulfil  our  promise,  given 
last  week,  by  an  extract  from  this  useful  little 
work,  giving  a  plan  for  keeping  several  sorts  of 
fowls  in  small  space,  yet  distinct : — 

'*It  is  often  desired  to  keep  several  sorts  of 
fowls,  to  have  each  breed  pure,  and  yet  to  have 
but  one  run  for  all. 

<<  The  only  plan  I  can  suggest  to  accomplish  this 
is  to  have  separate  roosting-houses,  each  with  a 
small  netted  or  wired  space  in  front ;  let  one  be. 
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appropriated  for  eaeh  sort.  The  hens  of  every 
descriptioii  may  of  conne  mm  in  the  open  space 
all  day,  but  at  night  they  niust  be  compelled  to 
enter  their  respectiye  places ;  and,  indeed,  little 
compulsion  is  necessaryi  as  they  will  soon  take  to 
them,  and  refuse  to  go  into  any  other.  For  the 
well-doing  of  the  fowls,  and  to  prevent  crossing, 
the  hens  must  be  let  out  early  in  the  morning, 
and  the  trap-door  then  securely  closed  till  the 
eyening,  when  they  will  want  to  roost.  A  sepa- 
rate place  must  be  provided  for  them  to  lay  in, 
and  after  the  season  is  past  for  rearing  chickens, 
the  fowls  may  all  run  together,  if  the  cocks  can 
agree,  tiU  six  weeks  before  it  is  intended  to  set 
the  eggs.  But  to  ensure  purity  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  the  birds  should  be  separated  quite  six 
weeks  before  the  e^gs  are  set,  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  a  longer  time  is  not  desirable. 

"  This,  at  first  sight  may  appear  a  very  trouble- 
some  proceeding,  but  it  is  not  so  in  fact.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  it  is  an  expedient  to  enable  the 
posspssor  of  one  meadow  to  indulge  his  fancy  to 
the  same  extent  as  he  does  who  is  fortunate 
enough  to  possess  as  many  farms  as  sorts  of  fowls. 

This  plan  has  one  advantage  over  that  of 
scattering  the  birds  about,  viz.,  they  are  always 
at  hand,  and  to  be  seen,  if  required." 


Andalnsian  Fowls. 

I  ENCLOSE  a  description  of  my  Andalusiaa 
fowls.  They  are  not  fiil^  described  in  any 
work  on  Poultry  that  I  have  ever  seen. 
The  original  stock  was  imported  in  the  barque 
Asa  Fish,  by  Capt.  Isaac  Gates  of  Mystic 
Ct.,  from  Legliom,  Italy,  in  the  fall  of  1851, 
and  they  have  been  bred  in  that  vicinity 
since.  The  cocks  are  red,  with  a  large 
single  upright  comb,  deeply  serrated,  and 
of  the  most  brilliant  scarlet,  with  wattles 
of  proportionate  size.  The  hens  resemble 
the  black  Spanish  fowls  in  size  and  appear- 
ance, with  a  large,  deeply  serrated,  but 
drooping  comb.  Plumage  of  a  grey  to  a 
mealy  white ;  end  of  the  tail,  tipt  with 
black;  legs  of  a  bluish  white  to  a  slate 
colour. 

The  importer  calls  them  Leghorns,  from 
the  port  of  exportation,  undw  which  name 
I  exhibited  them  at  our  county  fair  last 
fall,  although  I  was  convinced  that  they 
were  identical  with  the  fowls  mentioned  in 
Dixon  and  Kerr's  Ornamental  and  Domestic 
Poultry,  pages  2i0  and  211,  as  Andalusian 


fowls,  imported  ^m  Andalusia,  Spain,  by 
Mr.  Leonard  Barber  in  1846.  At  the 
suggestion  of  Gen.  R.  U.  Sheilhan,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Fowls,  I  have 
adopted  the  name  of  Andalusian  Fowls,  I 
believing  as  I  do  that  they  came  originally 
from  Spain.  As  layers  they  are  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  the  black  Spanish  fowls. 
They  are  a  most  valuable  as  well  as  beautifal 
addition  to  our  poultry  yards. — E.  H.  i 
Blivek — Hope  Farms,  Bridgewater,  N, 
Y,  June  12, 1854. 

The  above  letter  no  doubt  refers  to  the 
same  kind  of  Andalusian  fowls  as  those  of    i 
J.  Taylor,  Jun.  Esq.,  of  Shepherd's  Bush.      i 


Commendations  of  Poultry 

GIVEN  AT  THE   BOYAL  A6RI0I7LTU&AL  SOCIETY'S 

MEETING. 

23  highly   commended,    viz.,  Viscount    HiU's 

Dorking  fowls. 
86  highly  commended,  viz.,  Bev.  F.  Thursb/s 

Dorking  fowls. 
51  highly  commended,  viz.,  Viscount    Hill's 

Dorking  fowls. 
62  highly  commended,  viz.,  Mrs.  T.  T.  Fetr- 

ker  s  Dorking  cock. 
103  highly  commended,  viz.,   Miss  K.   Walker^s 

Co.chin  China  fowls. 

127  highly    commended,     viz.,     Mr.     Charles 

Funchard^B  Cochin  China  fowls. 

128  highly  commended,   viz.,  Mr.   W.   Lamb's 

Cochin  China  cock. 
178  highly  commended,  viz.,  Mr.  J.  Benn's  jnn. 
game  cocks. 
15  commended,  viz.',   Mr.  H.  Smith's  Dorking 

fowls. 
22  commended,  viz..  Viscount  Hill's  Dorking 

fowls. 
34  commended,  viz.,  Mr.  J.  M.  H.  Turin's 

Dorking  fowls. 
54  and  55  commended,  viz.,  Mr.  J.   Lewiy's 

Dorking  fowls. 
57  commended,      viz.,   Mr.     William    TorPs 

Dorking  fowls. 
70  commended,  viz.,  Rev.  F.  Thnrsby's  Dorking 
cock. 
142  commended,  viz.,  Mr.   B*  Simons'  Bnmah 
Fontra  fowls. 
KoTB. — The  Jndges  consider  the  exhibition  of 
Dorking  fowls  of  nnusnal  merit. 
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The  Convert. 

Scene.    A  Farm -Yard, 

Farmer,  I  be  much  obliged  to  you  for 
tbe  loan  of  the  *' Poultry  Chronicle."  I 
read  all  that  about  the  farm-yard  stock, 
but  I  doan*t  know  much  about  it:  my 
missus  does,  though ;  she  be  mighty  parti- 
^ar  about  her  chickens. 

Committee-Man,  Howd'yedo,Mrs. . 

IVe  just  been  talking  to  your  good  man 
about  your  poultry:  he  says  you  know 
more  than  he  does. 

Missus,  Lor,  sir ! 

Farmer,  Noa,  I  didn't  a  mean  exactly 
that.  But  now,  joking  apart,  you  doan't 
mean  to  say  as  how  any  what-*e*m-call-*em 
things — ^them  big  no-tailed  things — ^weighs 
ten  and  twelve  poimds  P 

Missus,  K^ow,  that's  just  what  I  says  to 
master,  "  Master,  says  I,  I  doan't  believe  it 
a  bit."    There's  our  old  Tom  fand  no  finer 

cock's  to  be  seen  in shire  tnan  he  be) — 

and  when  Mr.  gave  us  that  little 

paper  to  read,  says  I,  * '  I'll  wei^h  old  Tom :" 
so  I  catches  him,  and  weighs  him;  and  he 
weighs  five  pounds.    There  now ! 

Committee'- Man,  Well,  now,  if  I  can 
convince  you  that  **old  Tom"  is  a  mere 
chicken  compared  to  my  ordinary  fowls — 
that  the  Dorkings  and  Cochin  China,  or 
Brahma  Pootra  ("Gracious !  what  did  he  call 
um?"  says  Missus,  in  an  audible  aside); 
Brahma  Pootra,  I  said;  so  called  from  a 
river  in  India,  which,  properly  spelt, 
sounds  somewhat  like  the  words  I  used: 
the  birds,  however,  come  from  America. 
**  Lucus  a  non  luoendo,"  you  see. 

Both,  Oh  yes,  sir. 

Committee- Man,  "Well,  then,  come  and 
see  my  different  yards,  and  Fll  weigh  my 
birds  before  you. 


Committee-Man^  8  Yards. 

Committee- Man.  Now,  Mrs. -,  I  am 

going  to  beat  old  Tom.     How  old  is  he  ? 

Missus.  Three  years,  sir. 

Committee- Man.  Let  us  weigh  this  Dork- 
ing cock;  he  is  now  fifteen  months  old. 
Well,  see  the  weight :  what  is  it  ? 


.  Well,  it's  five  pounds;  no,  *t ain't, 
L  pounds ;  no,  't  ain't,  he's  going 


Missus, 
it's  seven 

down, — ^he    stops  at  eight   pounds    seven 
ounces.     My ! 

Farmer,  Be  ye  sure,  wife  ? 

Committee-man.  Now  let  us  have  a  hen ; 
any  one  you  please.  Well,  what's  her 
weight  ? 

Farmer,  Missus,  you  doan't  know  them 
weights;  give  'em  to  I.  Six  pounds,  as 
sure  as  I'm  alive.  But  they  must  ha'  been 
well  fatted,  though ! 

Committee- Man,  No;  I  assure  you  the 
birds  you  see  are  good  and  moderate  exam- 
ples of  a  good  farm-yard  fowl,  well  fed: 
and  where  old  Tom  and  the  miserable  half- 
starved  birds  you  have,  weigh  five  and 
three  pounds,  mine  weigh  eigjht,  seven,  and 
six  pounds.  You  must  get  rid  of  old  Tom, 
and  all  the  young  Toms  too.  Now,  let  us 
try  that  Brahma  cock;  he  is  quite  a  young 
bird,  and  we  will  put  a  hen  in  with  him. 
This  is  the  new  sort,  you  know. 

Farmer,  What,  the  Lidia  American 
ones  ? 

Committee- Man,  Yes,  exactly  so;  ex- 
cept that  I  believe  them  to  be  in  reality 
the  same  as  the  Cochin  China  birds,  only 
different  in  colour;  and,  so  far,  totally 
distinct. 

Missus,  And  are  they  better  ? 

Committee-Man.  That  I  cannot  say. 
There  are  plenty  of  persons,  who,  knowing 
little  about  them,  more  than  a  year  since, 
when  they  were  almost  unknown,  expressed 
their  opinions  most  freely  on  them.    In  my 

opinion ^But  now,  loot.  See  the  Cochins 

— see  the  Brahmas — ^look  at  the  two  yards  I 
Well,  what  do  you  think  ? 

Farmer,  They  be  all  alike  to  I. 

Committee-Man,  No,  I  do  not  think 
they  are  all  alike ;  I  think  the  Brahmas 
are  in  some  respects  superior  to  their  co- 
loured relatives.  I  have  found  aU  my 
chickens  grow  faster,  and  I  like  them 
better :  but  do  not  let  me  mislead  you.  I 
have  only  had  four  hens  and  three  cooks, 
and  eight  months'  experience. 

Missus.  Does  the  hens  want  so  many 
cocks,  sir  ? 
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Committee-Man.  No,  not  exactly;  but 
I  was  anxious  to  try  whether  the  colour 
ran  true  with  different  birds,  and  tried  it 
with  the  three  pairs :  and  if  you  look  round 
amongst  the  chickens,  you  will  distinguish 
at  once  every  Brahma  chick  by  its  black- 
and-white  colouring.  But  now,  let  us  tnr 
the  weight  of  this  pair. — ^Eighteen  pounds 
five  ounces,  that  is  not  a  bad  weight  for 
birds  thirteen  and  fourteen  months  old; 
and  they  are  not  first-rate  samples  either — 
at  least  this  hen  is  not.  The  cock,  I 
advise  you  to  look  at. 

Now  let  us  try  the  Cochins :  the  cock  I 
have  caught  is  not  large;  he  weighs  ten 
pounds,  and  is  two  years  old ;  but  he  is 
tept  for  his  perfect  shape. 

Farmer,  Ten  pounds,  and  not  large! 
Well,  now! 

Committee-Man,  And  that  hen  will 
weigh  ten  pounds,  too ;  try  them  together. 

Missus,  Lor,  sir ! — ^twenty-one  pounds 
two  ounces ! 

Farmer  (in  a  big  whisper,  **They  be 
stuffed;  look  under  their  feathers,  wife"). 
I  can't  abide  them  big  things  with  no 
tails.  I  doan't  think  that's  their  real 
weight,  though. 

Committee- Man.  "Well,  try  it  yourself; 
feel  the  birds — do  whatever  you  like. 


Deak  Sib, — I  and  my  missus  ha'  been  a 
talking  over  all  you  said  to  us,  and  we 
thinks  we  should  like  some  Dorkins,  as 
you  seems  to  think  they  bes  the  best ;  but 
my  missuses  mind  do  run  on  them  great 
big  Chinee  things — and  I  can't  say  as  I 
wish  to  contrary  her,  though  I  doan't  know 
about  it .  [  So  like  a  man  I  ]  :  and  so  we 
means  to  kill  old  Tom,  and  all  the  rest,  or 
send  'em  on  board  ship,  they'l  do  well 
there;  my  missus  says  they'l  be  hard-y 
enough :  and  if  you  can  get  us  some  Dork- 
I  ins  we  should  like  six  hens  and  one  cock  at 
first ;  and  missus  says  she  must  have  some 
of  them  American  Ingines,  and  some  of  the 
Chinee  ones ;  and  she  won't  mind  a  shilling 
or  two  extra  if  you  can  get  us  big  ones,  as 
missus  says  while  she's  about  it  she  may  as 


well  have  the  Dorkins  and  all — all  to  weigh 
about  eight  or  ten  pounds,  and  we'U  be 
much  obliged. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly. 

80  old  Tom's  nose,  or  beak,  was  clearly 
"out  of  joint."  W.M.8. 

■■  ♦  ■■ 

On  the  SelectioiL  of  Poultry  Judges. 

Having  perused  with  great  interest  and 
satisfaction  the  varied  opinions  expressed 
by  numerous  correspondents  of  the  *  *  Poultry 
Chronicle,"  as  to  matters  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  our  Public  Exhibitions,  I  feel 
inclined  to.  forward  my  own  sentiments  on 
the  same  matter,  as  being  confident  that  the 
careful  and  weU-considered  management  of 
the  shows  is  the^r*^  element  towards  their 
present  success,  and  ultimate  perpetuity. 

I  feel  assured  that  in  almost  any  poptuons 
district,  a  show  of  poultry  may  be  held, 
both  to  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  its 
founders,  and  the  gratification  of  the  public 
generally — that  the  annual  reourrenoe  of 
such  a  meeting  of  old  friends,  acquaintances, 
and  poultry  amateurs,  will  be  eagerly  looked 
forward  to,  and  when  viewed  in  the  retro- 
spject  be  a  "sunny  spot"  on  which  the  mind 
will  fondly  linger,  if  all  has  been  preperlv 
conduetea,  and  the  premiums  fairly  asstgnea. 

This  latter  point  is  decidedly  the  most 
essential  of  all,  to  the  future  well-being  of 
any  exhibition,  for  should  the  impression  of 
improper  or  unjust  awards  once  enter  the 
minds  of  subscribers,  no  after-effort  of  a 
committee  will  place  their  show  in  its  pris- 
tine position.  1  or  this  reason  the  selection 
of  the  arbitrators  should  be  the  subject  of 
great  care  and  forethought  in  the  first 
mstance,  for  as  satisfactory  awards  will  be 
the  subject  of  general  congratulation,  any 
*  *  mistakes  "  here  wiU  be  like  a  *  *  May-frost ;" 
it  will  cast  its  blighting  influences  alike  over 
all  future  efforts,  equafly  witii  the  exhibition 
now  existing.  Due  care  and  consideration 
on  his  subject  will  therefore,  here,  be  by  no 
means  "thrown  away,"  as  I  naturally  pre- 
sume very  few  parties  would  trouble  them- 
selves with  the  establishment  of  a  Poultry 
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Exhibition  if  they  did  not  hope  it  would 
become  an  annual  custom. 

This  leads  me  to  notice  the  fact  of  how 
frequently  many  societies  of  this  kind  have 
lost  much  of  their  ordinal  influence  from 
the  egregious  "blunders"  committed  by 
unpractised  hands.  I  know  myself  of 
several  instances  where  committees  have 
afterwards  deeply  deplored  the  appointment 
of  judges,  who  have,  perchance,  been  fully 
alive  to  every  characteristic  of  some  which 
they  knew  and  liked,  but  who,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  the  other  classes,  have  proved 
themselves  quite  unequal  to  the  allotted 
task,  and  have  thus  caused  one  almost 
incessant  reiteration  of  public  condemnation ; 
for  be  it  ever  remembered  that,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  most  perfect  specimens  in  any 
particolar  class  (whatever  it  may  chance  to 
be)  have  been  raised  by  amateurs  most  inti- 
mately conversant  with  their  essential  points 
of  excellence,  and  who  are  therefore  penectly 
oapable  of  "pointing  out"  the  misdoings 
(to  positive  conviction)  of  an  inefficient  or 
an  inexperienced  poultry  judge,  alike  to  his 
personal  annoyance,  and  the  conseouent 
dissatisfaction  of  all  parties.  It  will  be 
quite  obvious  to  every  reader  that  such  an 
outbreak  is  by  no  means  to  be  coveted,  and 
memory  will  most  likely  suggest,  to  not  a 
few  poultry  committees,  the  thought  that 
this  was  the  unsuspected  rook,  on  which 
were  foundered  (in  their  own  first  efibrtj 
every  anxious  hope  of  future  successful 
exhibitions. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  several  judges 
should  be  selected,  and  certain  classes  re- 
spectively committed  to  their  individual 
investigation  (allowing  each  to  select  those 
•particTuar  varieties,  to  which  they  have 
chiefly  directed  their  attention),  and  that 
thus  these  difficulties  would  be  at  once 
obviated,  and  the  much-to-be-desired  end 
attained.  I  think,  however,  few  managing 
committees  could  posssibly  give  an  ear  to 
such  an  arrangement,  as,  from  the  veij 
great  additional  expenses  it  would  entail,  it 
would  be  quite  out  of  the  question,  for,  in 
all  probability,  "the  fimds  on  hand"  have 
been  already  pretty  well  "  drawn  dry  "  by 


tiie  necessary  and  indispensable  expenses, 
unexpectedly  incurred,  in  twenty  different 
ways,  not  at  ^rst  anticipated.  It  wiU  be 
therefore  as  imperative  on  their  part,  to 
avoid  needlessly  drawing  on  their  limited 
"cash  account,  as  it  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  secure  the  certain,  honest,  and  well* 
determined  awards  of  the  premiums  they 
may  have  originally  offered  in  their  pub- 
lished "prize-list."  It  is,  perhaps,  almost 
certain  that  occasional  differences  of  opinion 
will  arise,  even  amongst  the  most  wisely- 
selected  adjudicators  of  poultry  prizes,  but 
the  test  of  very  many  shows  proves  that 
where  the  parties  in  office  (though  various) 
are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  duties 
imposed,  the  results  will  assimilate  far 
more  closely  and  correctly  than  most  persons 
would  suppose ;  and  it  need  not  here  be 
argued  that  poultry  of  unusual  excellence 
will  (as  natural  sequence,  if  fairly  judged) 
ever  retain  their  exalted  position,  until, 
perchance,  by  the  emulous  or  sordid  desire 
of  a  thoughtless  owner,  frequent  confine- 
ments, combined  with  the  terror,  colds,  and 
fatigues  of  travelling,  &c.,  render  them  so 
completely  "out  of  condition,"  that  they 
are  at  length  forced  to  doff  their  laurels  to 
those  that  have  been  more  thoughtfully  and 
carefully  attended,  and  that  have  not  been 
subjected  to  so  many  trials  and  privations. 
It  is  to  this  cause  alone,  that  many  an 
amateur,  may  impute  an  unexpected  defeat. 
But  though  such  trifiing  discrepancies  as 
those  before  alluded  to  may  at  intervals 
occur,  even  with  the  really  experienced  in 
poultry,  how  much  more  certain  are  they 
to  take  place,  when  the  office  has  been 
assumed  by  a  perfect  tyro  in  such  matters, 
literally  acting  altogether  under  the  im- 
pulse, of  "  ambition  prompts  me."  It  is 
then,  that  the  difficulties  of  adjudication, 
first  make  themselves  manifest;  his  troubles 
multiply  exactiy  in  proportion  to  the 
intensity  of  the  competition — confused  and 
wavering  are  the  decisions.  The  varnish 
of  hi&Jlrst  pretensions  fades  quickly  away, 
in  presence  of  sudden  and  unlooked-for 
difficulties,  (difficulties  requirinff  most 
especial  presence  of  mindj    quick  thought. 
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and  untiring  energy).  If  the  external 
pressure  of  circumstances,  at  length,  compel 
"drawing  to  a  finish/'  and  the  awards 
made  hy  parties  thus  uncertain,  have  been 
irrevocably  settled,  the  after-scrutiny  of  the 
public  eye,  piloted  no  doubt  by  some 
ujisuccessful  one,  who  justly  complains  of 
"  not  being  fairly  dealt  by,"  causes  a  train 
of  unpleasantries  to  a  committee  that  are 
most  vexatious  even  to  describe,  how  much 
more  to  endure. 

A  managing  committee  thus  placed,  feel 
aU  the  consequences  of  a  **  dead  fix," — ^for 
by  altering  the  decisions  they  make  the 
wound  grow  deeper,  as  those  to  whom  the 
Prizes  have  been  in  the  first  place  assigned, 
very  naturally  become  even  more  vehement 
in  their  protestations  of  injustice;  and 
as  surely  will  the  rectitude  of  the  present 
^ward  (let  it  be  now  what  it  may)  be  moat 
unceremoniously  impugned.  If  contrary- 
wise,  the  prizes  that  have  been  the  subject 
of  dispute,  are  allowed  to  remain  inviolate, 
the  palpable  want  of  judgment  displayed, 
wiU  fearfully  detract  from  the  entries  in 
future  years.  These  two-fold  troubles 
then,  like  Soylla  and  Charybdis,  stand  on 
either  side  of  ill-adoiaed  awards;  "no 
after-steps  can  make  amends  for  form^ 
indiscretions;"  the  matter  having  reached 
its  culminating  point,  the  moment  it  comes 
before  the  Public,  and  future  attempts  have 
to  toil  onward  loaded  with  the  heavy  drag- 
chain  of  the  former  unwise  selection  of  the 
Judges. 

It  is  to  the  inexperience  and  want  of 
judgment,  too  frequently  displayed,  that 
may  be  ascribed  tne  manifold  complaints 
that  sometimes  reach  the  ear,  of  the 
^*  varieties  of  opinions j^^  expressed  by 
Poultrv  Judges.  It  has  certainly  arisen 
from  the  want  of  efficiency  in  some  only  of 
the  adjudicators,  as  to  different  particular 
classes,  and  thus  we  occasionallv  find  the 
supremacy  awarded,  to  pens  of  fowls,  that 
would  rather  have  been  justly  dealt  with, 
by  an  eiitire  and  immediate  "  disqualifi- 
cation." Indeed  of  late,  so  prej^sterous 
and  adverse  have  been  the  decisions  of 
0ome  few  parties,  (from  generally  received 


opinions),  that  the  time  is  most  probably 
not  very  distant,  when  the  public  voice  will 
be  loudly  raised,  "  to  know  what  really  are 
to  be  considered  the  characteristios  of 
purity  in  the  different  races  of  poultry ;  " 
for  an  uninitiated  exhibitor  may  reason- 
ably plead  himself  quite  "  astonished  and 
perplexed,"  when  he  finds  the  very  traits 
of  character  he  has  himself  so  long  coveted, 
and  emulously  done  all  he  could  to  obtain, 
proclaimed  by  some  unwitting  Judge  as  the 
very  cause  of  their  defeat,  though  he  may 
too  have  read  both  in  the  first  Poultry 
works  of  the  day,  and  likewise  heard  from 
parties  (acknowledged  the  most  generally 
efficient)  that  these  seK-same  character- 
istics were  the  very  essentials  to  success ! 

How  then  are  these  annoyances  to  be 
avoided,  as  the  necessity  of  the  ease 
deserves  ? 

It  simply  requires  the  thoughtful  care  of 
the  managing  committee.  Be  careful  in 
the  selection  of  the  parties  to  fuljBH  this 
always  arduous,  and  not-to-be-coveted 
office  (the  apportioning  of  Poultry  Prizes), 
and  devote  your  every  energy  to  obtain 
for  this  purpose,  those  only,  whose  perfeotiy 
capability  and  trustworihdness  none  wiU. 
doubt;  then,  cavil  of  any  kind  will  be 
quite  out  of  the  question,  and  the  society's 
probable  success  will  be  as  certainly 
ensured,  as  by  a  careless  and  unwise 
selection  the  before  described  troubles 
will  inevitably  ensue.  E.  C. 


The  FoiQtry-Maid. 

CHAPTER  III. — GOOD  TEMPER. 

**  The  constant  tenor  of  the  Gospd  pre- 
cepts is  to  promote  kindness  and  good-wili," 
says  an  old  writer,  **and  the  cidtivation  of 
an  amiable  disposition  is  a  part  of  religious 
duty.  Do  not,  therefore,  tnink  lightly  of 
the  offences  you  may  commit  for  want  of 
a  due  command  over  temper."  *^One  of 
the  greatest  faults  of  servants  is  their 
inadequate  care  of  animals  committed  to 
their  charge,"  says  old  William  Cobbett,in 
an  extract  &om  cue  of  his  works  gjiven  in 
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the  "Poultry  Chronicle"  a  few  weeks  ago. 
To  make  live  stock  thrive  well,  they  should 
be  treated  with  uniform  kindness.  There 
are  few  positions  in  which  an  ill  temper  is 
more  mischievous  in  its  consequences  than 
in  the  charge  of  animals  of  whatever  de- 
scription ;  and  perhaps  there  may  be  few 
circumstances  in  life  under  which  the  tem- 
per may  be  more  tried. 

There  are,  in  very  truth,  few  more  ill- 
tempered  things  in  nature  than  a  mother 
hen,  and,  like  all  people  or  creatures  given 
up  to  the  guidance  of  the  same  evil  princi- 
ple, i^e  shows  off  her  ebullitions  without 
calculation,  sense,  or  reason.  Alike  she 
scolds,  and  tramples,  and  pecks,  whether 
the  object  of  attack  be  the  hand  that  feeds 
her  and  her  bantlings,  or  an  unfortunate 
chicken  from  another  hen's  brood ;  and  her 
blind  rage  is  sometimes  even  expended  on 
her  own  poor,  little,  unoffending  chickens. 
When  my  lady  is  in  such  vagaries  you  can 
only  do  bR  in  your  power  to  quiet  ner — ^to 
remove  the  cause  of  irritation,  and  to  pre- 
vent her  doing  mischief  to  her  own  or  to 
other  chickens,  and  also  to  prevent  hsr 
pecking  your  hands ;  but  never  for  a  mo- 
ment forget  that  you  are  a  reasoning  beinff , 
and  that  she  is  not.  Do  not  allow  yourself 
to  show  as  little  sense  as  an  unreasoning 
animal;  be  quiet  with  her,  and  she  wifl 
soon  be  quiet  too.  Above  all  never  tease 
an  angry  bird ;  by  so  doing  you  only  per- 
petuate an  evil,  which,  if  left  alone,  would 
by  nature  wear  off  by  the  time  the  chickens 
are  a  few  weeks  old. 

In  naming  an  ill-tempered  mother  hen  I 
give  an  extreme  case  of  an  ill-tempered 
fowl ;  similar  instances,  in  perhaps  a  less 
degree,  will  often  fall  in  the  way  of  any  one 
who  has  charge  of  a  poultry  yard.  Abnost 
all  birds  with  broods  are  equally  irritable. 
Some  cocks,  especially  of  the  Spanish  kind, 
have  a  trick  or  flying  at  persons,  and  when 
the  young  cockerels  of  a  stock  are  kept 
apart  (as  they  generally  axe  towards  the 
latter  end  of  tne  chicken  season,  when  they 
grow  troublesome  if  allowed  to  remain  with 
the  pullets)  they  will  peck  the  hands  of 
pexBons  who  may  have  to  handle  them. 


Whatever  Alector  may  say  of  the  superior 
strength  of  a  goose's  peck— of  which  I  have 
no  doubt,  a  peck  from  a  powerful  young 
cock  is  no  trine.  If  a  fowl  which  has  these 
tricks  (which,  where  there  are  children  about, 
are  very  dangerous)  is  given  a  smart  cut  with 
a  thin  switch,  it  knows  the  reason  as  well  as 
a  dog  or  a  cat,  but  never  on  any  account 
touch  a  bird  at  the  time  that  you  feel  irri- 
tated; if  you  hit  it  do  so  for  the  reason 
that  you  will  breaktit  of  a  troublesome  trick, 
and  not  because  you  are  cross.  Let  your 
actions  show  that  in  your  management 
of  an  unreasoning,  you  are  a  reasoning 
being. 

There  is  another,  a  far  more  unprovoked 
case,  in  which  ill-humour  to  nm'mnlfi  ig 
sometimes  displayed,  a  case  in  which  there 
is  no  reason  whatever  to  feel  anger  or  re- 
sentment towards  them.  Your  employers 
may  be  angry  with  you,  justly  or  unjustly, 
as  the  case  may  be,  or  something  else  may 
have  vexed  you,  and  you  vent  the  ill- 
temper,  which  you  cannot,  or  do  not  chose 
to  dijsplay  before  others,  on  the  poor, 
unoffending  live  stock,  which,  being  in 
your  power,  can  neither  resent  nor  resist 
your  cruel  injustice.  The  case,  stated 
plainly,  as  I  put  it  now,  may  seem  to 
make  you  guilty  of  the  act  of  a  demon;' 
and  sait  is,  rather  than  that  of  a  conscien- 
tious English  girl,  to  neglect,  hurt,  or 
injure  innocent  uving  things,  because  some 
circumstance,  in  which  they  have  had  no 
part,  has  put  you  out  of  temper.  A  ^irl  or 
a  boy  may  deceive  on  employer  in  the 
neglect  or  injury  of  that  which  is  placed 
imder  her  or  his  charge,  but  the  fault — I 
may  almost  say  the  crime— cannot  be  con- 
cealed from  God. 

Poultry  and  all  other  live  stock  will  do 
more  credit  to  the  person  who  is  kind  to 
them  than  to  one  wno  performs  the  task, 
as  a  task,  and  takes  no  delight  in  his 
charge.  The  poultry-yard  will  speak  for 
itself  when  it  is  looked  after  by  one  who 
takes  pleasure  in  its  prosperity,  whether 
that  one  be  the  owner  or  the  little  poultry- 
maid,  and  the  confiding  tameness  of  a  stock 
whid^  is  treated  with  uniform  kindness  and 
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ilnyajrying  attention  will  always  make  that 
fkct  apparent,  even  to  a  casual  visitor. 

E.  W. 


%\t  ^Mtst'i  pt«r-i0jf. 


BLACK  HAUBUBG  FOWLS. 

Ma.  Editor, — Haying  exhibited  a  pen  of  these 
birds  at  the  Bath  Show,  in  the  extra  class,  and 
which  is  probably  the  pen  alluded  to  by  "A. 
Lietor,"  and  <*  T.  M.  G.»"  I  beg  to  confirm  the 
statements  of  your  latter  correspondent  in  No. 
20.  July,  12.  I  keep  all  the  yarieties  of  the 
Hamburg  fowls,  but  I  find  the  black,  the  most 
hardy,  the  best  layers;  their  eggs  larger,  and 
their  chickens  more  easily  reared.  —  Their 
plumage  is  arioh,  glossy  green-black. — I  am.  Sir, 
yours  truly,  T.  L.  F. 

N.B.  My  pen  of  Black  Hamburg  took  the  first 
prize  at  the  Metropolitan  Show,  and  also  at  the 
Manchester  Show,  1854. 


ON  THE  PBICfE  07  COBN,  AKD  OTHER  MATTEBS. 

Dear  Sir,— Could  a  small  portion  of  "The 
Poultry  Chronicle  "  be  spared  for  the  prices  of 
wheat,  maize,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat,  sharps, 
pollard,  bran,  Indian  com  meal,  oatmeal,  barley- 
meal,  &c.,  &c.  ?  It  already  gives  the  weekly 
market-price  for  poultry,  and,  of  course,  the 
above  would  be  acceptable  to  most  of  your  sub- 
scribers. Having  occasion  to  inquire  al>out  buck- 
wheat in  the  Manchester  corn-office,  the  answer  I 
received  was,  that  they  only  knew  the  name  of 
the  grain,  and  that  it  was  not  sold  in  that  locality. 

"  VV.  W.,"  page  602,  starts  a  mystery.  A  par- 
tridge-coloured hen  moulted  last  year  but  one, 
and  threw  up  a  few  white  feathers;  but  on 
moulting  last  year  she  threw  up  all  white.  She 
is  the  most  sprightly  and  the  wildest  in  the  flock. 
I  attribute  the  change  to  her  extreme  irritability 
when  chased  or  put  out  of  her  way.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  effect  of  skin  inoculation,  as 
I  have  had  proof  of  it.  The  following  I  can 
substantiate: — ^Three  bullfinches  were  fed  with 
hempseed  alone  for  15  months ;  the  result  was, 
that  when  thejr  moulted  they  were  as  black  as  a 
raven  (in  toto).  I  could  start  more  subjects, 
only  for  trespassing  too  much  upon  your  pages. 

Macclesfield.  J.  L. 

[We  consider  the  suggestion  in  the  early  part 
of  **  J.  L.'s  "  letter  very  deserving  attention,  and 
we  will  give  it  our  immediate  consideration. 
Bid  our  correspondent  ask  for  buckwheat  under 
the  name  of  *'  brank  *'  ?— Ed.] 


HOW  TO  PREPARE  FEATHERS. 

Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
oblige  me  with  a  recipe  for  preparing  the  feathers 
of  fowls,  so  as  to  make  them  fit  for  use  in  stuffing 
beds,  pUlows,  &c,  1  fancy,  to  large  keepers  of 
poultiT  this  might  be  made  an  auxiliary  source 
of  profit.  Excuse  my  troubling  you  ;  and,  with 
best  wishes  for  success,  I  remain,  yours,  ^c, 
A  Manchester  Subscriber. 

[Can  any  of  our  correspondents  oblige  "A 
Manchester  Subscriber  "  and  us  with  the  recipe 
he  requires  ? — Ed.] 

THE  DEATH  OF  OHICKENS. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  qfuestion,  *'  Had  the 
chickens  free  access  to  gravel  stones,  or  had  they 
any  poisonous  matter  in  their  way  ?  "  I  write  to 
say  that  they  had  plenty  of  gravel  in  a  little  yard, 
where  they  were  ul  day,  and  in  their  coop  some 
sand  mixed  with  lime.  Could  this  have  bad  any 
poisonous  effect  upon  them?  Since  my  last 
letter  I  have  lost  about  twenty  more  chickenSi 
apparently  from  liie  same  cause. 

An  AMATET7R. 

[If  it  were  quick-lime  in  the  ooop,  that  might 
prove  injurious.  We  give  lime  to  our  chickens 
in  the  form  of  broken  oyster-shell,  or  old  building 
rubbish.  In  the  late  hot  weather  we  have  lost 
about  five  fine  chickens;  they  all  belonged  to 
broods  which  roosted  in  houses.  Amonff  those 
which  are  camped  out,  i.e.,  living  day  and  night 
under  cottage-shaped  coops  (of  which  the  place 
is  changed  twice  or  thrice  a-day),  there  were  no 
deaths.  The  plan  of  camping  out  was  recom- 
mended to  us  by  Mr.  Baily,  of  Mount  Street, 
and  proves  very  successful.  The  coops  are  rather 
more  than  two  feet  square,  high  enough  for  the 
comfort  of  the  hen,  and  with  a  gable  roof  made 
with  asphalted  felt  over  a  wooden  frame.  If 
*<  An  Amateur  "  can  spare  a  comer  of  a  lawn,  or 
any  bit  of  grass,  we  think  this  plan  may  prove 
beneficial  to  his  chickens. — Ed.] 


REKABD  S  CONTRIBUTIOK. 

Mr.  Editor, — ^You   can   easily  imagine  the 

Sleasure  which  the  rapid  progress  of  the  *'  Poultry 
lovement "  affords  me,  connoisseur  as  I  am. 
How  amusing  and  instructive  to  fanciers  is 
your  weekly  publication;  and  be  assured  the 
jfixturea  on  its  first  page  do  not  affect  my  wesk 
nerves  half  so  much  as  those  of  our  worthy  squire, 
during  the  hunting  season.  For  my  sake  Mr. 
Editor,  I  hope  you  will  encourage  the  breeding 
of  water-fowl ;  for  though  a  plump  Dorking,  or 
Turkey-poult  is  dainty  nure,  oh !  don't  I  lore  a 
fat  goose  about  Michaelmas,  or  '*  not  to  put  too 
fine  a  point  upon  it,"  whenever  I  can  set  one  ? 
And  this  reminds  me  of  my  chief  object  in 
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writing  to  you.  •  A.  friend  of  mine  had  a  gooee 
sitting  (for  the  second  time  this  year)  on  nine 

r;  the  day  her  probationary  month  expired, 
was  by  accident  shut  out  from  her  nest  for 
seyeral  hours,  in  fact  her  eggs  were  quite  cold 
before  the  good  lady's  unfortunate  position  was 
noticed;  with  the  greatest perseyerance, however, 
she  continued  her  duties,  until  after  ten  or  eleyen 
days  she  was  rewarded  with  fiye  fine  goslings, 
two  of  the  remaining  eg^  contained  dead  ones. 
Can  any  of  your  knototng  readers  account  for 
this  singular  case  ?  Bbna&d. 

[We  hope  some  of  the  numerous  capital  con- 
tributors and  correspondents  to  the  ^'Poultir 
Chronicle  "  will  oblige  the  Editor  and  Benard, 
by  sending 'any  particulars  which  may  fall  in 
their  way  relating  to  water-fowl. — Ed.] 

PBIZliS  TO  OAKB  FOWL. 

Mk.  Edit6b,~I  think  that  there  ought  to  be 
at  all  exhibitions  prizes  awarded  the  same  for 
Game  as  for  any  other,  for  I  consider  them  next 
to  Spanish  and  Dorking:  they  are  the  same 
trouble  and  expense  to  rear  up,  and  the  price  per 
pen  is  the  same.  Perhaps  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  give  a  hint  in  your  yaluable  Chronicle. 
A  Subscriber. 

[We  with  pleasure  publish  **  A  Subscriber's  " 
letter,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  under  the 
consideration  of  committees  of  poultry  shows; 
but,  we  think,  in  settling  the  amount  of  a  prize, 
the  "  trouble  and  expense  of  rearing  "  a  yariety 
of  fowl  would  stand  on  the  debit  side.  In 
arranging  the  amounts  of  the  prizes,  committees 
consider^rs^  the  present  or  prospective  usefulness 
of  the  kmd.  Has  the  Game  fowl  useful  qualities 
enough  (in  addition  to  its  undisputed  beauty)  to 
compensate  for  its  troublesome  pugnacity  ? — ^Ed.] 

COTTAaEBS'   PBIZEfl. 

Mb.  Editor,— In  the  reply  of  "  E.  C."  to  my 
letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  he  completely  waives  the 
question  at  issue  (the  propriety  of  encouraging 
poultry-keeping  by  cottagers),  and  accuses  me  of 
**  decrying  wholesale  the  humble  bamsman,  and 
equally  honest  labourer." 
.  I  cannot  rest  under  this  stigma,  and  therefore 
trouble  you  with  a  few  remarks  in  self-defence. 
That  which  I  bring  forward  as  Bk  probable  con- 
segueneey  *'  E.  C."  construes  or  understands  as  a 
fact  positive :  with  what  reason  or  justice  your 
readers  may  decide.  No-one  is  more  willing  than 
I  to  acknowledge  the  good  qualities  of  the  faith- 
ful and  honest  farm  labourer,  or  to  assist  in  any 
project  likely  to  make  his  rural  home  more 
worthy  of  that  attachment  which  is  innate  in  the 
breast  of  every  Englishman. 

*'E.  C."  states,  **  honesty  is  not  dependent  on 


catte,  not  contingent  on  high  position : "  agreed ; 
education  is  to  be  the  panacea  for  the  supposed 
or  probable  venality  of  the  **  youth  of  humble 
parents ; "  but  if  individuals  of  *'  caste,"  **  high 
position,"  and  of  course  cultivated  minds,  are 
still  susceptible,  and  yield  to  temptations  w?ien 
throvm  in  their  toay,  can  we  expect  more  moral 
strength  from  the  aforesaid  youth,  even  if  the  ad- 
vanti^es  of  education  were  more  liberally  supplied 
to  him  ?  No  one  will  dispute  the  necessity  for 
proper  and  consistent  instruction  for  all  classes, 
but  I  still  question  the  prudence  of  promoting 
that  (cottager's  prizes)  which  may  be  attended 
by  the  evil  results  I  noticed  in  my  last. 

B.  G.,  of  Dorsetshire. 

THB  BOTAL  AGBIOULTURAL  SHOW. 

Mr.  Editor, — Last  evening  I  returned  from 
the  Lincoln  Poultry  Show.  I  was  at  Great 
Yarmouth  on  Tuesday,  and  on  reference  to  the 
Poultry  Chronicle  of  the  12th  inst.  I  understood, 
from  what  was  there  stated,  that  the  first  day  of 
the  Poultry  Show  at  Lincoln  would  be  on  Monday 
last.  Consequently  I  arrived  at  Lincoln  yester- 
day morning,  when  I  found  the  Poidtry  Show 
would  not  be  opened  until  late  in  the  day,  as  the 
judges  were  then  making  their  awards.  About 
two  o'clock  their  labour  was  concluded,  and  the 
show  was  thrown  open  to  the  public  at  a  charge 
of  lOs,  each :  this  I  did  not  complain  of,  but  I 
did  feel  much  annoyed  at  being  compelled  to  pay 
an  extra  28.  6d.  to  pass  through  the  implement 
yard.  It  cost  me  I2s,  6d,  to  view  the  poultry, 
and  then  I  could  not  ascertain  which  birds  ob- 
tained prizes.  Why  not  mark  the  pens  (if  in  the 
roughest  manner)  directly  the  awards  were 
made ;  surely  persons  ought  to  get  some  value 
for  their  money.  To  pay  railway  fare  to  and 
from  Lincoln,  128,  Qd,  aidmittance,  and  the  high 
charges  for  refreshment,  lodgihe,  &c.,  (which  are 
high  at  Lincoln  during  the  show)  is  no  joke. 
My  case  was  not  so  bad  as  that  of  another 
gentleman :  he,  like  me,  paid  2s,  Gd.  to  go  into 
the  implement  yard,  then  lOs.  to  the  poultry 
yard ;  he  staid  in  the  implement  yard  and  made 
a  purchase ;  after  having  viewed  the  poultry  for 
an  hour,  or  so,  he  wanted  to  return  to  the 
implement  yard  to  make,  arrangements  about  the 
goods  he  purchased,  but  they  would  not  re-admit 
him,  so  he  had  to  walk  to  the  front  entrance 
again  and  pay  another  28.  6d.  I  do  think  this 
ought  to  be  noticed  in  your  Journal. 

Now  for  my  opinion  of  the  Poultry  Show.  I 
thought  it  very  poor.  There  were  a  few  good 
pens  of  Dorking  and  Spanish,  but  I  considered 
the  majority  of  the  birds  inferior.  My  own 
humble  opinion  is  there  was  scarce  a  pen  that 
deserved  lauding  up;  the  Cochins  were  very 
indifferent.    The  opinion  I  now  express  of  the 
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poultry  was  that  of  many  penons  present :  it 
wamld.  be  zidicnloiM  to  compmre  it  with  the 
Bimungham  Show. — ^Yours  very  truly,  P.  G. 

[In  naming  that  the  show  would  take  place 
"in  the  week  commencing  July,  17th,"  the 
wording  of  the  seiiedule  of  the  Eoyal  Agricultural 
Society  was  followed.  "We  are  sorry  it  should 
haye  misled  a  yisitor  to  the  exhibition,  but  this 
would  have  been  obviated  by  reference  to  the 
full  particulars  which  were  published  in  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle,"  page  93.  It  is  not  fair  to 
compare  the  poultry  at  the  Boyal  Agricultural 
meeting  with  the  greenest  poultry  snow  in  the 
world  at  Birmingham.  In  one  case  the  poultry 
is  a  mere  addendum, — a  comparatively  recent 
addition;  the  other  is  an  aggregate  of  all  the 
choicest  fowls  in  the  country :  the  poultry  there 
is  the  chief  attraction.  With  regard  to  the 
charge  of  the  extra  28.  6<f.,  is  it  possible  that 
there  could  have  been  some  mistake  ?— Ed.] 

HESS  EATI2Ta  THEIR  EGOS,    ETC. 

Sir, — ^The  remedy  (for  egg  eaters)  proposed 
by  T.  R.  C.  C.  is  excellent,  except  the  waferiag 
both  ends  of  the  egg:  I  should  apply  gutta- 
percha, as  if  I  were  sealing  a  letter.  As  regards 
the  blackness  of  the  Dorking's  comb,  I  think 
there  may  bo  turgid  blood  located  in  the  head, 
and  consequently  the  fowl  wants  an  alterative. 
I  lost  a  Bantam  cock  last  week ;  his  comb  and 
wattles  were  blackish  only  one  day  previous  to 
his  death,  and  remained  so  after  death.  I  con- 
cluded that  he  was  poisoned,  so  I  sent  him  to  a 
surgfeon  to  analyse  the  contents  of  the  crop,  and 
which  analysis  proved  that  he  was  too  well  fed, 
and  died  from  apoplexy. 

The  best  mode  of  cleansing  feathers  is  to 
wash  them  well  in  water  to  which  a  small  quan- 
tity of  unslaV.ed  lime  has  been  added. 

Macclesfield.  J.  L. 

[Many  of  these  letters  were  intended  for  last 
week's  «*  Chronicle ; "  but  press  of  matter  delayed 
their  publication  to  the  present  time.— Ed.] 

COCHIN-CHINAS   RUBBING  THE  LEO-FEATHERS. 

Sir, — Will  you,  or  some  of  your  readers,  have 
the  kindness  to  inform  me  how  to  prevent  the 
leg-feathers  from  being  constantly  rubbed  oif, 
and  the  scales  of  the  legs  cracking  and  exposing 
the  raw  and  bleeding  interstices,  in  an  other- 
wise perfectly  healthy  Cochin  cock?  Every 
attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness,  and  the  perches 
are  constructed  on  the  admirable  plan  recommen- 
ded by  Mr.  Tegesmeier,  one  foot  only  from  the 
grcmnd. 

May  I  also  so  far  trespass  on  your  valuable 
time  as  to  enquire  whether  there  are  any 
objections  to  hena  of  the  Andalusian,  Polish,  and 


Spanlah  breed*  harisg  a  male  bird  of  the  Cochin 
kind,  the  eggs  boiBg  solely  for  table  use  ? 

Your  notice,  or  replies  to  the  above  will  be 
esteemed  afavour  by — ^Your  Well-Wisher, 

A  Subscriber,  ab-initio. 

[We  should  place  the  cock  on  a  more  cooling 
diet,  and,  if  jKwsible,  give  him  a  grass  run ;  but 
no  doubt  some  of  our  correspondents  will  kindly 
farour  us  with  their  opinion. — There  can  be  no 
objection  to  the  above-named  cross  to  produce 
eggs  for  eatings;  nor,  we  should  £uicy,  £or 
chickens  for  the  table.— Ed.] 
« 

Poultry  Market,  Leadenliall. 

TO   THE  EDITOR  OP  THE   POULTRY  OHROKIOLX. 

SiK, — Before  making  my  usual  weekly 
return  of  the  price  of  poultrjr  in  Leadenhall 
market,  I  proceed  to  notice  the  letter  of 
Landamman,  wMcli  you  have  forwarded  to 
me.  I  hold  myself  strictly  responsible  for 
the  prices  I  quote ;  but  I  have  repeatedly 
stated  they  are  for  the  best  qualities  only. 
In  order  to  test  the  accuracy  of  a  report,  it 
is  necessary  to  be  a  judge  of  the  article. 
In  all  markets,  even  where  the  greatest 
possible  scarcity  exists,  there  are  certain - 
descriptions  of  goods  so  inferior  as  to  com- 
mand only  a  nominal  price,  and  there  are 
certain  shops  where  only  this  quality  is 
kept.  It  is  to  one  of  these  Landamman 
must  have  applied.  When  the  best  chickens 
are  quoted  at  3s.  as  the  lowest  price,  there 
are  plenty  of  lower  class  ones  at  Is.  Od.^ 
and  every  thing  else  in  proportion.  To 
give  the  prices  tm-oughout  would  only  entail 
the  necessity  of  beginning  at  a  much  lower 
price ;  but  it  would  be  no  guide,  as  it  would 
only  represent  a  class  of  provisions  fit  only 
for  the  commonest  purposes.  It  is  not 
sufficient  to  ask  for  the  best  a  shop  contains, 
as  many  keep  none  but  the  worst.  *  *  Parmi 
les  aveugles,  un  borgne  est  roi."  A  refer- 
ence to  any  first-rate  poulterer,  to  any 
consumer  of  the  best  poultry,  or  to  any 
sender  of  such  to  the  market,  isTill  justify 
my  report,  and  I  am  well  content  to  he 
judgeo.  by  them.    Your 

Leadenhall  Repoeteb. 

Large  Fowls 6s.    Od.  to  6s.    6d.  each. 

Smaller  do 3s.    6d.  to  4s.    6d.     „ 

CShickens  2b.    6d.  to  Ss.    6d.     „ 
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Geese  Gs.    Od.  to6s.  6d.  each. 

Bucks    3s.    8d.  to3s.  6d.  „ 

■    Leverets    4s.    Od.  to  4s.  6d.  „' 

Pigeons lid.  to  Is.  Qd.  ,, 

Qnails  Is.    3d.  to  Is.  6d.  „ 

Rabbits Is.    6d. 

Wild  ditto lOd.  to  Is.  Od.  „ 

Supply  good,  and  average  demand. 
— I — 

/.  iT.— White  Dorking  Fowls  with  top-knots  are  to 
be  obtained  of  most  dealers.  They  are  worth  about 
lOs.  each.  Theyrank  among  firncy  fowls,  and  cannot 
compete  in  the  Wliite  Dorking  Classes  for  prizes. 

/.  T.  C.  wishes  to  know  "what  is  the  best  and 
cheapest  work  on  pigeons,"  and  "what  mixture  of 
seeds  and  com  would  do  for  food  for  them."  We  have 
asked  the  fevour  of  an  answer  to  these  questions  from 
our  valued  contributor,  "B.  P.  B.,"  and  his  answer 
will  be  found  in  another  column.  We  recommend 
*•  J.  T.  C."  to  read  Mr.  Baton's  work  on  pigeons,  trota 
which  he  cannot  fiEtil  to  gain  useful  information. 

A  ViaUor  at  the  Uneoln  £%oir.— We  hate  referred 
your  inquiry  to  our  own  correspondent  at  Lincoln, 
we  cannot  say  what  the  rules  of  the  judges  were ;  but 
m  his  own  opinion  (and  we  think  him  competent)  he 
says  the  1st  prize  was  awarded  to  the  pink  bills 
you  speak  of;  the  2nd,  to  the  laigest  ducks  ih  the 
show— unquestionably  pure,  with  pale  bills.  The 
birds  you  speak  of  as  much  better  were  disqualified, 
because  the  drake  had  a  large  dark  mark  along  the 
bilL  The  bills  of  Aylesbury  ducks  should  be  pale ; 
but  the  pink  bill  of  which  you  speak  is  the  result  of 
management  and  watei^— it  may  be  made.  The  2nd 
prize  ducks,  he  says,  were  not  yellow-billed. 


$)!iMmmitds. 


FOWIjS.— By  John  Baily.  Just  Published, 
the  Second  Edition  of  the  above  work,  with  which 
isreprintfedthe  Foiurth  Edition  of  "The  Dorking  Fowl," 
corrected,  revised,  and  considerably  enlaiged.  It  con- 
tains descriptive  Tables  of  all  the  Fowls  now  exhibited, 
giving  in  few  words  their  ch  ief  points  and  qualifications, 
with  copious  rules  for  their  selection  and  management. 
Price  2s. ;  by  post,  2s.  6d. 

JoHK  Bailt,  113,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square, 
London. 

ll^R  H.  D.  DAYIES  has  much  pleasure  in 
luL  allowing  any  one  to  see  bis  Stock  of  Poultry;  but 
some  inconvenience  having  arisen  from  the  visits  of 
persons  altogether  unknown,  and  at  unseasonable 
hours,  those  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  may  wish  to 
see  the  Birds  are  requested  to  £etvour  Mr.  Davies 
previously  with  their  name  and  address,  when  a  Card 
of  Admission  will  be  immediately  forwarded.  In 
future  no  person  can  be  admitted  to  the  Poultry  Yard 
without  producing  such  a  Card ;  or  at  any  other  hours 
than  those  named  for  the  purpose. 
Spring  Grove  House,  Hounslow. 


THOMAS  FRIGKER,  Game,  PoultiT,  Pork, 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall  Market, 
London. 

SOME  very  fine  AYLESBURY  DUCKS  and 
DRAKES  FOR  SaLE^  from  Prize  Stock,  at 
Eight  Shilling  each  ;  four  months  old.  Apply  to  X, 
Post  Office,  Cirencester. 

T"  0~PbULTRY  FANCIERS.--MB,  J.  C.  Ste- 
▼KN8  begs  to  notify  that  his  Periodical  Sales  of 
Poultry  will  be  discontinued  during  tiie  months  of 
August  and  September,  but  will  be  resumed  on  tHe 
first  Tuesday  in  October. 
38,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  1st  August,  1854. 

PURE   WHITE   AYLESBURY    DUCKS— 
Ist  Prizes  at  Lincoln,  Bath,  and  Famingham. 
"W.  G.  K.  Breavinoton  begs  to  ofier  a  few  first-rate 
Birds  from  his  Stock  of  young  Aylesbury  Ducks,  in 
sets  of  One  Drake  and  Two  Ducks,  15s.  ectchj  6  young 
Ducks,  Ist  Prize,  Famingham,  One  Guinea  each. 

Post-office  Orders  payable  to  "William  G.  K.  Basav- 
IKOTON,  Vicarage  Farm,  Hounslow,  Middlesex. 

SPANISH  AND  DORKING  CHICKENS 
for  1854,  bred  fh)m  the  Prize  Birds  at  Bath, 
Cheltenham,  and  Lincoln,  and  other  first-rate  Stock ; 
as  also  some  BRAHMA  POOTRA  CHICKENS,  and 
WHITE  AYLESBURY  DUCKS,  are  now  on  Sale,  and 
may  be  had  by  Amateurs  and  others  wishing  to  im- 
prove their  Stock  of  Poultry,  on  application,  by  letter, 
p.  p.  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Davibs,  Sprmg  Grove  House, 
Hounslow. 

PRIZE  FANCY  POULTRY  SELLING  OFF 
VERY  CHEAP.— Gkobgr  Boothbt  of  Hohne 
Cottage,  Louth,  Lincolnshire,  who  has  been  remark- 
ably successful  this  season  at  the  various  Poultry 
Shows,  ofiers  the  following,  which  have  taken  many 
1st  and  2nd  prizes  at  Doncaster,  Leeds,  Manchester, 
Driffield,  Hitchin,  &c.  &c.,  viz..  White  Cochins,  1  ' 
Cock  and  2  Hens,  3  guineas ;  1  Cock  and  1  Hen,  do., 
25s. ;  jet  blac^  Cochin  Cock  and- 4  Hens,  4  gtiineas ; 
Black  Cock  and  S  Hens,  3  guineas ;  White-faced  Black 
Spanish  Cock  and  3  Hens,  6  guineas  ;  Cock  and  Hen, 
do.,  25s. ;  Cock  and  3  Hens,  White  Spanish  or  Anda- 
lusian  2 Guineas;  2 White Dorkmg  Hens,  ISs. ;  1  Cock 
and  2  Hens,  Grey  Dorking,  3  guineas ;  1  Cockerel  and 

2  Hens,  do.,  21s. ;  Cock  and  Hen,  imported  Brahma 
Pootra,  2  guineas;  a  few  fine  do..  Cocks,  lOs.  6d.  each; 
1  Cock  and  2  Hens,  Malay,  2  guineas ;  Cockerel  and 
Pullet,  do.  £1;  Cock  and  2  Hens,  Ptannigan,  6 
guineas :  Cock  and  5  Hens,  White  Silky  Fowl,  £8 ; 
Cock  and  4  Hens,  White-crested  Black  Polish,  5  guineas ; 
Cock  and  4  Hens,  Gold  Polish,  5  guineas ;  Pair  of  do.. 
Chicks,  1  guinea ;  Cock  and  4  Hens,  Silver  Polish, 

5  guineas ;  Pair  of  do..  Chicks,  1  guinea ;  Cock  and 

3  Hens,  Black  Crested,  Black  Polish,  veiy  rare,  6 
guineas ;  Cock  and  2  Hens,  White  Polish,  1  guinea ; 
do.,  very  superb,  3  guineas;  Pair  of  Blue  Polish,  2 
guineas ;  Blue  do..  Cock,  10s.  6d. ;  3  Buff  Polish 
Chicks,  SOs.  each. ;  Gold-laccd  Sebright  Bantams,  15s. 
per  Pair ;  eggs  from  the  Polish,  10s.  6d.,  from  the  rest, 
58.,  X)er  dozen.  A  few  Pairs  of  Buff  Cochin  Chickens, 
early  hatch,  10s,  6d.  and  15s.  per  Pair ;  1  Cockerel  and 

6  Pullets,  White  Cochin,  4  guineas.  A  few  Silver- 
pencilled  Hambtughs,  7s.  6d.  each. 

Full  Particulars  of  each  lot,  by  a  letter  sent  to  the 
above  address,  enclosing  two  penny  postage  stamps. 
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WILLUIC  DRAY  aud  Co/s  PATENT 
*"  WIRE  FENCING,  strong  enough  to  keep 
out  Sheep,  &c.,  and  close  enough  for  Dogs, 
Rabbits,  Poultry,  &c. 

Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

ORDINARY  WIRE  NETTING,  from  S^d.  per   | 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO., 

AGRICULTURAL     IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS, 

Swan  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street,  London. 


FOR    POULTRY    HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,   and   DUBABLE    BOOFING. 


CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious  to  rain, 
snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by  a  long  and 
extensive  exi>erience  in  all  climates.  Saves  half  the 
timber  required  for  slates.  Can  be  laid  on  with  great 
facility  by  farm  servants  or  unpractised  persons. 

Price  Id.  per  square  foot.  CROGGON'S  PATENT 
NON-CONDUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam- 
boilers  and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  Testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  applica- 
tion to  CROGGON  &  Co.,  2,  Dowgate  Hill,  London, 
who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATHING  FELT,  and 
INODOROUS  FELT,  for  Damp  Walls,  and  lining 
Iron  Houses  and  Roo£s  generally,  to  equalise  the 
temperature. 

FANCY  POULTRY  SALE.-~Mr.  R.  C.  Nunn 
will  hold  his  Third  Annual  Sale,  by  Auction,  at  the 
King's  Head  Inn,  Diss,  Norfolk,  on  Friday,  August  4th. 
Entries  received  up  to  Friday,  July  28th,  1864. 
Offices,  Mere  Street,  Diss. 

WHITE  PERUVIAN  MUSK  DUCKS.— A 
*  *  Grentleman  Amateur  can  part  with  a  few  surplus 
Birds  of  the  above  sort,  from  this  year's  broods. 

The  White  Musk  Duck  of  Peru  is  very  fond  of  water, 
grows  to  a  great  size,  lays  eggs  large  and  plentifully, 
lis  very  ornamental,  and  also  profitable  for  the  table. 

For  particulars  apply,  pre-pdd,  to  the  Rev.  C;  W.  D., 
Post-office,  Crediton,  Devon.'' 

THE  DORSETSHIRE  POULTRY  IM- 
PROVEMENT  ASSOCIATION,  OPEN  TO  ALL 
ENGLAND.— The  Annual  Exhibition  of  this  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  Dorchester,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  27th  and  28th  September  next,  when 
not  less  than  Eight  Pieces  of  Plate,  in  addition  to  the 
Society's  Premiums,  wUl  be  offered  for  competition. 

From  and  after  the  2Cth  July  instant,  a  Prize  List 
will  be  forwarded  to  any  applicant,  on  a  stamped 
envelope,  addressed,  and  six  penny  postage  stamps 
being  received  by  the  Honorary  Secretaiy, 

G.  J.  Amobews. 
Dorchester,  22nd  July,  1854. 


THE  SALISBURY  AND  WESTERN  COUN- 
TIES' EXHIBITION  OF  DOMESTIC  POULTRY. 
— The  Fourth  Annual  Exhibition  will  take  place  on 
Tuesdav  and  Wednesday,  the  21st  and  22u(i  d^s  of 
November,  1854.  Prize  lists  to  be  had  of  T.  Paw, 
Honorary  Secretary. 
Salisbury,  July  20th,  1854. 


tamned  garden  netting. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving  Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight,  Birds,  &c. ; 
also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons,  Seed-beds,  &c. 

Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  IJd. ;  2  yards  wide,  3d. ;  and 
4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100  yards,  2  yards  wide, 
for  20s.,  sent  carriage  free.  Orders  by  post,  with  re- 
mittance, punctually  attended  to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  Georqe  Eaton  &  Co.'s 
Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory,  6  &  7,  Crooked 
Lane,  London. 

PRIZE   PIGEONS.— To  be   Sold,  cheap,  a 
PAIR  of  FANTAILS,  Prize  Birds,  at  Yarmouth, 
1853  ;  commended  at  Cheltenham  and  Bath,  1854. 

Also,  some  Pouters,  including  the  Prize  Hen  at  the 
London  Sxmimer  Show,  1853 ;  and  a  Pair  of  Jacobina. 
H.  H.  Swift,  Purton,  near  Swindon,  Wiltshire. 


Scale  of  Chabges  fob  Advebtisements. 

Six  Lines 38.    Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.    4d. 

Latest  hour  for  Advertis6ment8,.T\^elve  o'clock  on 
Monday. 

Yeablt  Subscbiption,  for  the  stami>ed  edition,  ISs. ; 
half-yearly,  6s.  6d.;  quarterly,  8s.  3d. ;  payable  in 
advance. 
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PoTiltr  J  Shows. 

Royal  Agri(niltaral  Improvement  Society  of 
Ireland's  Show,  at  Armagh,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  9th  and  10th  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, Thomas  Harkness,  Esq.,  Upper  Sack-ville- 
street,  Dublin.     Entries  are  closed. 

Cleveland  Agricultural  Society's  Show,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 
and  18th  of  August.  Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas 
Farrington.     Entries  are  closed. 

Tottington  Agricultural  Exhibition,  including 
Poultry,  at  Tottington,  near  Buiy,  Lancashire ; 
Friday,  August  18th.  Secretary,  Mr.  Eli 
Roberta,  Tottington.    Entries  close  August  11th. 

Royal  North  Lancashire  Agricultural  Society, 
at  Burnley,  August  21st.  Secretary,  Mr.  G. 
Hunt,  2,  Chapel  Walk,  Preston.  Entries  close 
Saturday,'  August  12th. 


South  Hants  Poidtry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  close  August 
19th. 

Keighley  Agricultural  Show,  including  Poultry, 
Wednesday,  September  6th.  Secretary,  Wade 
Smith,  Esq.     Entries  close  August  30th. 

Wellington,  Salop,  Horticultural  and  Poultry 
Show.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September 
6th  and  7th.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Jones,  Esq., 
Church  Street,  Wellington.  Entries  close  Sep- 
tember 1st. 

Bury  and  Raddiffe  Agricultural  Society,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  at  Raddiffe,  adjourned  to 
Monday,  September  11th.  SeGreiary,Mr.  J.  Crosse, 
Market-street,  Bury.    Entries  dose  August  28th. 

Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Ghurdens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.      Honorary  Secretsury, 
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Mr.    T.    McCann,    Graham    House,    Malvern. 
Entries  close  Angust  19th. 

South    East    EEants,   at  Fareham,    Tuesday, 
!    September  1 9th.    SeeretaiieB,  G.  Greed,  Esq. ,  and 
I    J.  James,  Esq.     Entries  close  September  1st. 
Yeovil,   September  20th.       Secretary,   John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,   in  connexion  with  the 
'     Northamptonshire  Agricnltuxal  Society  (limited 
!     to  ike  county),   September  2l8t.     Seopetaiies, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  ExhiU- 
tioB,  in  conjunction  -with  the  Thiisk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
hesday  and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M*C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Dorsetshire  Poultry  Association's  Annual  Ex- 
hibition, at  Dorchester,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
September  27th  and  28th.  Secretary,  G.  J. 
Andrews,  Esq. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 

to  all  England.     The  Krst  ^ow  will  take  place 

October  3rd,  4th,   and  5th,   1854.      Honoraiy 

I    Secretaries,  Messrs.  T.  WoottonandJ.  D.  Muddi- 

man,  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.       Entries  dose 

j    September  1st. 

Sparkenhoe  Farmers'  Club,  including  Povltiy, 
October  4th  and  5th.  Secretaries,  J.  W.  Tavemer. 
I    Esq.,  Hartshill,  Atherstone,  and  W.  P.  Dewes, 
Esq.,  Ashby  de  la  Zouche.     Entries  dose  Sep- 
tember 1st. 
I        8o«tii  West  Middlesex  Agricultaral  Society,  at 
I    Southall,  Friday,  October  6th.     Secretary,  Mr. 
John  GK>tdee,    Hounslow.      Entries   dose   one 
I    calendar  month  before  the  show. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 

Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  Slst 

I    and  two  following  days.     Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 

Thumall,  Mr.  J.  T.  R.  AUen,  Bedford,  and  Mr. 

C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.     Entries 

I    dose  October  1st. 

I        Cambridgeshire,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 

I    Thursday,  and  Friday,  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  of 

j     November.     Secretary,  C.  H.  Crosse,  Esq.,  New 

!    Square,  Cambridge.    Entries  dose  Oebober  11th. 

Norwich  and  Eastern  Covnties,  at  Norwich, 

Wednesday  and  nnirsday,  the  15th  and  16th  of 

November.     Secretary,  C.  Oury,  Esq.     Entries 

dose  October  Slst. 

SoliBbary  and  West  CountieB'  Exhibition  of 


Domestic  Poultry.  Fourth  Aimujd  Exhibition, 
at  Salisbury,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  21st 
and  22nd  of  November.  Secretary,  T.  Pain,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  lOth. 

Eeading  Show, .  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Churke,  Esq.,  Beading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  B.  Domlnoin,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council  Booms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.     Entries  dose  Nov.  4th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  :  Piyth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  18th,  14th,  and  15tli 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Nottinghamshire  Poultry  Assodatioa.  The 
Second  Aimual  Exhibition  will  be  hdd  at  Soath- 
wdl,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  19th  and  20lh 
of  December.  Secretary,  B.  Hawksley,  Jun., 
Esq.     Entries  dose  November  21st. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  t^e  ijueetfs 
Booms,  Newport^  January  16th  and  ITih,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  EntrieB  elose 
January  1st. 

We  shall  feel  ohU^  if  Secrttaries  €md  Cotn- 
mUtees  of  Povitry  Shows  wiU  favowr  us  vnth 
early  im^preasions  of  the  Schedules,  These,  amd 
all  other  communications  for  the  Editor,  to  he 
addressed  to  **Monk  Bams,  Hamfpstead" 


"Thkkk  competent  judges  will  be  en- 
gaged," is  an  addition  to  the  roles  and 
regulations  as  usually  set  fortli,  whicli  is 
now,  for  the  first  time,  presented  by  the 
oommittee  of  a  poultry  exhibition  to  their 
constituents  and  to  the  public.  Perhaps  a 
precedent  of  greater  importance  than  this, 
of  naming  beforehand  a  circumstajice  of 
such  great  int^^st  to  all  parties  concerned 
— could  scarcely  have  been  given;  and 
this  fair  promise  made  by  the  Cambridge- 
shire  Poultry  Association,  will  pLeaae  ft 
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much  larger  number  of  persons  thaa  those 
interested  in  the  present  show  only. 

To  the  oommittees  and  oonduetors  of 
poultry  shows  confidence  in  the  stability 
and  fairness  of  the  awards  of  the  judges  is 
a  matter  of  vital  importance,  nor  is  it  less 
flo  to  the  judges  themselves  in  the  avoid- 
ance of  an  incalculable  amount  of  vexatious 
questions  and  explanations;  but  it  is  to 
the  exhibitor  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence, for  the  whole  value  of  his  prize 
often  depends  on  when  and  under  what 
circumstances  that  prize  has  been  obtained. 
On  exhibitors,  then,  it  is  incumbent  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  promote  this  desirable 
end. 

It  is  well  known  that  poultry  shows  are 
frequently  not  financially  successful,  but  it 
is  certainly  the  wish  of  amateurs,  who 
benefit  from  them  generally  in  the  receipt 
of  pleasure,  amusement,  and  often  in  pocket 
also,  that  they  should  be,  at  any  rate,  self- 
supporting  :  it  would  be  illiberal  to  ask  for 
an  increased  expenditure  in  one  item  of 
poultry  show  expense,  without  being  willing 
to  see  some  compensatory  diminution  in 
anothert  A  small  addition  to  the  entrance 
fee  for  the  pens  would  make  a  very  trifling 
difference  to  each  exhibitor,  nor  would  a 
j  small  diminution  in  the  amount  of  prizes 
be  considered,  for  to  most  persons  the 
honour  and  the  increased  value  of  the  suc- 
cessful stock  is  of  far  more  worth  than  the 
sum  of  money  received. 


Railways  have  come  forward  generously 
with  their  efficient  aid  to  many  of  our 
poultry  shows.  The  assistance  offered  by 
the  NorfiH  WssTEXN  to  the  Malvern  show, 
and  by  the  Soitth  Devobt  and  Bbistoj. 


AJTB  Ey-RTEB  to  the  WellingtoBy  we  had 
the  pLeasure  of  mentxoBia|»  hat  week.  The 
liberality  of  the  Eastebf  CoxnsmMB  and 
NoBTHEKPT  AND  Easibbn  lines  is  of  old 
standing  and  frequent  reeuirmee,  nor  ere 
these  unusual  instances,  whether  we  refer 
to  the  past  or  look  toward  to  tba  fnturc. 


SchedTile  of  the  CaiubridgeshiFe  Show. 

VVDVB,  TOfi  PAnovAcmi  OV  raiKCE  AUaOST. 

Tmb  Cambridgeshire  first  annual  exhibit 
tion  of  poultry,  open  to  all  England,  will 
be  held  at  Cambridge,  under  the  favourable 
and  fiatteringaui^ices  of  the  patronage  of 
His  Eoyal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  on 
Wedneslday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  the 
8th,  &th,  and  10th  of  November. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  that  the 
services  of  theee  competent  jtjdges  will 
BE  ENGAGED ;  and  having  been  favoured 
with  a  glance  behind  the  fsoenes,  we  may- 
say  that  measures  have  been  proposed, 
which,  if  carried  out,  are  almost  certain 
to  prevent  disappointment  in  ,this  very 
desirable  and  confidenoe-inspiring  arrange- 
ment. 

The  regulations  are  so  conveniently  con- 
densed by  the  Committee  that  we  are  able 
to  give  them  almost  without  abridgement. 

BsauiATiovs. 

1.  AH  birds  must  arrive  on  Monday,  November 
6tli,  or  before  two  o'clock  on  Tuesday,  November 
7th ;  each  pen  in  a  separate  hiunper ;  carriage 
to  be  pre-paid. 

2.  All  sales  must  be  made  through  the  secre- 
tary, baskets  included.  £10  per  cent,  will  be 
deducted.  No  pens  can  be  claimed  before  four 
o'clock  on  the  first  day  of  Exhibition. 

3.  The  entrance-fees  must  be  paid  when  the 
entry  is  made,  or  the  pens  cannot  compete. 

4.  The  entran^se-fees,  including  coops,  food, 
attendance,  &e.,.  are  as  follows  ; — 

Olafis  1  to  24,  andGeeseand 

Turkeys- , 5a,  per  pen. 

Class  25  to  65 3s.      „ 

5.  The  Committee  guarantee  evezy  possible 
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care  and  attention  to  the  Stock  sent,  but  they 
will  not  be  answerable  for  any  losses  that  may 
ooenr  from  aoddent  or  mistake. 

6.  No   dogs,   sticks,   or  umbrellas,   will    be 
allowed  in  the  place  of  exhibition. 
>   7.  Any  birds  sent  in  an  vmhealthy  condition 
will  not  be  allowed  to  be  exhibited. 

8.  All  applications  requiring  an  answer  mnst 
contain  a  stamped  directed  enyelope. 

9.  Subscribers  of  5s.  will  reoeire  tvjo  tickets, 
of  lOs.  five  tickets  for  the  ^prmUe  view;  single 
tickets,  8s. 

10.  The  serrices  of  three  competent  judges  will 
be  engaged.  Hours  of  admisdon  :  Wednesday — 
12  to  2,  private  view  to  subscribers  only.  2  to 
5  and  6  to  9,  entrance  2s.  6d.  Thnnday — 10 
to  4  and  6  to  9,  entrance  Is.  Friday,  9  to  1, 
entrance  Is. 

%*  The  Eastern  Counties^  Bailway  Company 
haye  kindly  consented  to  conyey  jwultry  both 
ways  free  of  charge,  and  to  grant  passengers 
tickets  (first  and  second  class)  at  a  single  fare, 
ayailable  only  on  the  day  of  issue. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

The  Chickens  must  all  he  of  1854. 

Spaxibh  (Exceeding  One  Tear  Old). 

l9t.      *tnd.    3r(2. 
CUus.  9,  ».  », 

1.  Cock  and  two  Hens   40  ...  20  ...  10 

2.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  40  ...  20  ...  10 
8.  Cock  of  any  age 20 

4.  Hen  of  any  age 20 

DosKiNO  (Coloured,  irrespective  of  Comb). 

5.  Cock  and  two  Hens   40  ...  20  ...  10 

6.  Cockerel  and  two  FuUets  ...  40  ...  20  ...  10 

DoBKnra  (White). 

7.  Cock  and  two  Hens  40  ...  20  ...  10 

8.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  40  ...  20  ...  10 

9.  Cock  of  any  age  or  colour ...  20 

10.  Hen  of  any  age  or  colour  ...  20 

CooHiK  China  (Cinnamon,  Buf^  or  Lemon). 

11.  Cock  and  two  Hens   40  ...  20  ...  10 

12.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  40  ...  20  ...  10 

CooHiN  Chiha  (Partridge  or  Grouse). 
18.  Cock  and  two  Hens  40  ...  20  ...  10 

14.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullefa  ...  40  ...  20  ...  10 

CocHiK  China  (White). 

15.  Cock  and  two  Hens  40  ...  20 

16.  Cockex^l  and  two  Pullets  ...  40  ...  20 


Cochin  China  (Black). 

Ut.       2Mr.     8rd. 
CUui.  «.  «.        ». 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens  40  ...  20 

18.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets  ...  40  ...  20 

19.  Cock  of  any  age  or  colour  ...  20 

20.  Hen  of  any  age  and  colour...  20 

Bbamah  Pootba  (Irrespective  of  Comb). 

21.  Cock  and  two  Hens 40  ...  20  ...  10 

22.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  40  ...  20  ...  10 
28.  Cock  of  any  age > 20 

24.  Hen  of  any  age 20 

Game  (White  and  Piles). 

25.  Cock  and  two  Hens   80  ...  10 

26.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  80  ...  10 

-Gamb  (Black-breasted  and  other  Beds). 

27.  Cock  and  two  Hens  80  ...  10 

28.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  80  ...  10 

Gamb  (Any  other  Colour). 

29.  Cock  and  two  Hens   80  ...  10 

80.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  80  ...  10 

Malay. 

81.  Cock  and  two  Hens   80  ...  10 

32.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  80  ...  10 

Golden  Pknoilled  Hamburg. 

88.  Cock  and  two  Hens  80  ...  10 

84.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets  ...  80  ...  10 

GoLDBN  Spangled  Hamburg. 

85.  Cock  and  two  Hens   80  ...  10 

86.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  ...  80  ...  10 

Silver  Pencilled  Hamburg. 

37.  Cock  and  two  Hens   30  ...  10 

38.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets  ...  80  ...  10 

Silver  Spanglbd  Hamburg. 

89.  Cock  and  two  Hens  30  ...  10 

40.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUete  ...  80  ...  10 

Poland  (Black  with  White  Crests). 

41.  Cock  and  two  Hens   30  ...  10 

42.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets  ...  80  ...  10 

Poland  (Golden). 
48.  Cock  and  two  Hens   80  ...  10 

44.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets  ...  80  ...  10 

Poland  (SUver). 

45.  Cock  and  two  Hens   80  ...  10 

46.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets  ...  80  ...  10 

For  ant  other  Distinot  Breed. 
(Birds  of  any  age). 

47.  Two  First  Prizes  of  20».  each  40 
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Baittams  (Gold  Laced). 

Ut,      2nd,    3rd. 
Class  s.         s,        s. 

48.  Cock  and  two  Hens   20  ...  10 

Bantavs  (Silrer  Laced). 

49.  Oock  and  two  Hens   20  ...  10 

Bantams  (White). 

50.  Cock  and  two  Hens  20  ...  10 

Bantams  (Black). 

51.  Oock  and  two  Hens  20  ...  10 

Bantams  (Any  other  Colour). 

52.  Cock  and  two  Hens   20  ...  10 

Ducks  (White  Aylesbury). 

53.  Drake  and  two  Ducks    30  ...  10 

DuoKS  (Rouen). 

54.  Drake  and  two  Ducks   30  ...  10 

Ducks  (Any  other  Variety). 

55.  Drake  and  two  Ducks   30  ...  10 

Geese. 

56.  Gander  and  two  Geese  40  ...  20 

TuBKETS  (Exceeding  one  year). 

57.  Cock  and  two  Hens   60  ...  20  ...  10 

58.  Cock  and  two  Hens   40  ...  20  ...  10 

COTTAGERS'    PRIZE. 

EentaZ  £8  per  cmnum  or  wnder^  entry  free. 

For  the  best  Collection  of  useful 
Poultry,  not  less  than  six  in 
number...  ., 20  ...  10  ...    5 

Entries  dose  Old  Michaelmas  Day,  October  11. 

N.B. —  Every  facility  will  be  afforded  to 
strangers  to  see  the  various  places  of  interest  in 
the  Town  and  University. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 
Chables  H.  Cbosse,  M.A., 

Hon.  Secretary, 
New  Square,  Cambridge. 

» 

Schedule  of  fhe  Sparkenhoe  Fanners' 
Club. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  will 
be  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Ashby-de-la- 
Zonch,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday ,  Oc- 
tober 4th  and  5th.  The  prize  list  includes 
premiums  to   farm   labourers,  prizes  for 


ploughing  and  hedge-cutting,  and  prizes 
also  lor  beasts,  cheese,  com,  and  roots. 

Conditions  and  Bbottlations. 

Certificates  of  entiy  will  be  ready  on  the  1st  of 
August.  All  Entries  must  be  returned  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  September  (free  of  expense). 

All  stock  intended  to  be  exhibited  must  be  on 
the  ground  on  Wednesday,  October  4th,  at  9  a.m. 
Persons  will  be  admitted  into  the  exhibition 
field  on  payment  of  one  shilling,  and  into  the 
poultry  exhibition  on  payment  of  one  shilling 
also. 

No  premium  will  in  any  case  be  awarded  unless 
the  judges  shall  consider  there  is  sufficient  merit 
to  deserve  it,  but  want  of  competition  is  not  a  bar 
to  the  award. 

Wilful  mis-statements  in  certificate  will  dis- 
qualify the  candidate  from  receiving  the  premium, 
and  ¥dll  render  him  liable  to  be  expelled  firom  ' 
the  society. 

Any  one  desirous  of  becoming  a  member  is 
requested  to  seud  his  name  to  one  of  the  secre- 
taries, and  may  be  elected  on  paying  an  annual 
subscription  of  5s.  and  upwards,  which  will  en- 
title hhn  to  a  free  admission  to  the  quarterly 
lectures,  a  free  entry  for  ploughing,  hedge- 
cutting,  rewards  to  deserving  labourers,  com, 
roots,  vegetables,  fruit,  and  flowers.  A  sum  of 
10s.  or  upwards  will  entitle  such  subscriber  to  a 
free  entry  for  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  and  horses.  All 
subscriptions  become  due  on  the  1st  of  January 
in  each  year,  and  must  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
time  of  sending  in  the  certificates  to  entitle  mem> 
hers,  subscribers,  or  their  servants,  to  compete 
for  prizes. 

All  Competitors  for  prizes  must  be  members  or 
subscribers,  or  their  servants ;  and  all  specimens 
sent  must  be  Jxmd  fide  the  property  of  the  exhi- 
bitor. 

All  members  or  subscribers  are  considered  as 
such,  until  they  signify  in  writing  their  wish  to 
withdraw. 

An  entrance  fee  of  Is.  for  each  pen  of  poultry, 
and  6d.  for  pigeons  and  rabbits,  (in  addition  to 
the  5s.'  subscription  entitling  persons  to  exhibit 
such  poultry,  pigeons,  and  rabbits,)  must  be  sent 
with  the  certificates  of  entry ;  and  each  pen  must 
be  sent  separate. 

The  whole  of  the  contributions,  consisting  of 
poultry,  com,  roots,  frrdt,  and  vegetables,  &c., 
must  be  in  the  show-yard,  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  on 
Tuesday,  October  3rd,  or. they  will  not  be  ad- 
mitted, and  none  can  be  removed  before  Friday, 
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October  6t]i.  All  spedanens  mtut  be  properly 
labelled,  and  addreaaed  to  the  show-yard,  A«hby- 
de-la-Zouch,  and  carriage  preTiously  paid  by  the 
exhibitor. 

Exhibitors  may  send  as  many  pens  of  poultry, 
&;c.,  by  paying  the  entrance  fee  of  Is.  estdi,  and 
specimens  of  com,  roots,  &c.,  as  they  wirii ;  the 
ages  of  the  poultry  mnst  be  as  accurately  stated 
as  possible. 

Exhibitors  will  be  leqtdied  to  state  the  priee 
at  which  they  will  sell  their  specimens.  Fire 
per  cent,  will  be  deducted  towaztls  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  show.  Poultry  dealers  and  ffa- 
deners  are  inadmissible  to  compete  for  prixes. 

Cottagers,  being  labourers  of  members,  and 
recommended  by  their  master,  may  compete 
without  subscribing,  in  the  classes  allotted  to 

POULTRY  PRIZE   LIST. 

SpAinsH. 

la.      find.      9rd. 

Ctau.  9.        «.        s.  d. 

1.  Cock  and  two  Hens,  any  age  20  ...  10  ...  5  0 

BoBKiKO  (Coloured). 
%  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10  ...  5  0 

DoBKiKa  (White). 
8.  Cock  and  two  Heas 20  ...  10  ...  5  0 

CooHiK  Chiita  (Coloured). 
4.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10  , 

CooHZv  Cbxsa  (White). 
i».  Coek  and  two  Bean 20  ...  10  . 


.5  0 

.5  0 


Game  (White,  PUes,  and  Light  Colours). 

6.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10  ...  6  0 

QjiMM  (Bed  and  other  Dark  Colom). 

7.  Cook  and  two  Hens SO...  10  ...  5  0 

Malat. 

8.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10  ...  5  0 

Hambubg  (Gold  and  Silver  Pencilled). 

9.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10  ...  S  0 


Haxbubo  (Gold  and  Silver  Spuigled). 


10.  Coek  and  two  Hens 

POLAWD. 

11.  Cock  and  two  Hens 


Barn  Dock. 
12.  Cock  and  two  Hens 


.20...  10 
.  20  ...  10  . 
20  ;..  10  . 


Fob  avt  otheb  DnmircT  Bbxbd. 
18.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10  , 


,5  0 
.50 

.5  0 
5  0 


DuoBS  (White  Ayleabnry). 

la.      2nd.      Zrd. 
Clau.  s.  g.         $.d. 

14.  DrakeandtweDuaks....:.  20  ...  10  ...  &0 

DuoKs  (any  other  Variety). 

15.  Drake  and  two  Ducks 20  ,..  10  ...  5  0 

Gbssb. 

16.  Gander  and  two  Geese 20  ...  10  ...  5  0 

TVBKITB. 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens,  any  age  20  ...  10  ...  5  0 

18.  Pair  of  GimrBA  PoWM 10  ...    6  ...  2  6 

Baktaks. 

19.  Cock  and  two  Hens 10...    5  ...  2  6 

PIQEONS. 

20 — 24.  Pair  of  Pouters,  or  Croppers ;  pair  of 
Carriers  ;  pair  of  Tumblers  :  pair  of  Fantails ; 
pair  of  any  other  distinct  Yaiiety — 5b.  each. 

RABBITS. 

25 — 27.  Heaviest  Weight;  greatest  Length  of 
Ear  ;  any  other  kind — 5b.  eaoh. 

LABOURERS'   POULTRY, 

28.  Cock  and  one  Hen,  any  age  10  ...    5  ...  2  6 

The  annual  dinner  will  take  j^ce  on 
Wednesday,  October  4th,  in  a  Pavilion 
near  to  tne  Baths,  at  three  o'dock,  at 
wbioli  it  is  hoped  ladies  will  do  the  socdety 
the  honour  of  attending. 


Damage  to  and  by  Fowls. 

A  MOST  important  question  to  poultry- 
keepers  was  started  in  your  last  number 
(for  July  26th)  as  to  wheAer  one  person 
may  destroy  the  live  animals  of  another 
which  are  trespassing  and  damage  feasant. 
It  is  quite  right  for  poultry-keepers  dis- 
tinctly to  know  their  remedies  and  their 
liabilities  in  tiieae  matters ;  and  as  1^  law 
is  very  explicit,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  give  a 
place  in  your  valuable  periodical  to  a  short 
exposition  of  it. 

The  general  rale  of  law  i«,  "  No  man 
shall  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands  wtoe 
a  i«medy  is  prtmded  by  the  law." 

Kow  apply  this  to  the  ease  of  tiw  ^ 
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worrving  the  fowls,  as  mentioned  in  a  late 
number  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle."  The 
owner  of  the  fowls  has  a  right  of  action 
against  the  owner  of  the  dog^  for  tiie  dog's 
trespass ;  and  the  damage  which  can  be 
recovered  will  be  toJuit  can  be  shown  to 
have  accrued  to  the  owner  of  the  fowls  on 
aec&unt  of  this  dog  so  trespassmff,  Thns 
the  dog's  owner  will  be  liable  for  any 
breakage  the  dog  has  committed,  and  also 
for  the  value  of  any  fowls  killed  otr  iirjured. 
But  observe,  as  the  trespass  is  the  fcrimda- 
tion  of  the  action,  no  action  will  lie  if  the 
fowls  are  the  trespassers,  as  ia  the  puUic 
load  or  elsewhere ;  nor  will  any  compensa- 
tion be  given  for  fowls  so  killed  or  injured. 
If,  however,  the  dog's  owner  can  be 
shown  to  have  had  a  malicious  intent  in 
loosing  his  dog,  or  in  setting  him  at  the 
fowls,  the  jury  may  take  that  into  their 
eonsideration  in  awarding  damages  {Sears 
V.  Lyons;  2  Starkie,  317,  by  Abbott,  C.  Jk) 
All  one  can  do,  if  a  dog,  &c.,  worries  or 
kills  one's  fowls,  is  either  to  ^ive  off  the 
animal  damage  feasant,  or  else  to  pound 
him,  and  give  notice  to  tiie  owner  of  the 
damage  sustained,  and  that  if  not  redeemed 
within  7  days,  the  dog  will  be  sold,  to  pay 

This  is  the  only  safe  course.  Possibly  a 
notice  to  the  dog's  owner  to  keep  lum  at 
home,  or  he  mil  be  destroyed  if  again 
eaught  trespassing,  might  rid  the  par^  so 
destroying  him  of  the  onus  thereof;  but 
this  is  doubtful. 

Ko  matter  how  exasperating  the  destruc- 
tion of  favourites  is  to  one's  feelings,  unless 
one  wishes  to  figure  as  the  defendant  in  a 
county  court,  and  to  have  to  bring  a  cross 
action  for  the  dama^  sustained,  the  de- 
struction of  any  animal  so  doing  damage 
must  be  carefully  avoided. 

The  only  case  where  the  destruction  con 
be  upheld  by  law,  is  the  case  where  the 
animal  so  doing  damage  is  feree  naiurm^ 
u  6,,  not  a  domesticated  animal,  as  a  dog 
or  oat ;  but  a  ferret,  polecat,  or  a  tame  fox, 
&G.,  for  in  such  beasts  the  law  recognises 
no  right  of  property,  and  an  indictment  for 
fiteaUng  tbeain  will  not  lie. 


Let  me  earnestiy  advise  your  readers 
never  to  lay  themselyes  open  to  proceedings 
by  taking  the  law  into  tiieir  own  hands ; 
and  if  I  am  sucoessful  enough  to  persuade 
them  to  this,  the  present  hasty  remarks  are 
not  penned  in  vain.  A.  J.  H. 


On  Turkey  Bareeding. 

BY  AK  AXERIOAir  AT7TH0R. 
(Continued from  p*  403.) 

Ik  corroboration  of  x)ur  remarks,  there 
were  turkeys  exhibited  at  the  late  poultry 
show  at  me  American  Museum,  in  this 
city,  which  weighed  thirty  pounds  and  a 
half  th^  cock,  and  eighteen  pounds  the  hen. 
These  were  extraordmary  birds,  to  be  sure, 
but  they  Ivere  well  bred,  and  of  fuU  age 
and  growth — and  not  wild  turkeys,  either. 
Mr.  John  Giles,  of  Woodstock,  Ct.,  sent 
us  a  cock  turkey  a  few  weeks  ago,  which 
weighs  thirty-three  pounds, — a  giant  of  a 
feUow, — and  he  walks  the  poultry-yard 
with  the  measured  tread  of  an  emperor. 
We  shaU  see  whether  we  cannot  increase 
the  size  and  excellence  of  our  turkeys  by 
choice  breeding.  At  the  English  shows 
they  have  got  turkeys  up  to  forty  pounds 
weight ;  and  it  wiU  be  a  poor  story,  if,  in 
the  native  country  of  the  bird,  with  our 
fine,  dry  climate,  and  abundance  of  food, 
we  cannot  get  bim  up  to  the  standard  of  a 
climate  less  favourable  to  lus  development. 

Many  people  suppose  that  the  wild 
turkey  is  larger  than  the  tame  one.  This 
is  not  so.  Extraordinary  exceptions  have 
been  found,  when,  in  the  height  of  the 
nutting  season,  with  the  wild  bird  at  its 
fattest,  a  veteran  g<^bler  has  been  shot 
that  weighed  thirty  pounds  or  more.  But 
well  bred,  at  the  same,  age,  and  in  like 
condition,  the  tame  turkey  is  the  larger 
bird.  We  would,  however,  for  a  fresh 
cross,  and  to  ^ve  the  domestic  turkeys 
additional  stanuna,  prefer  a  dash  of  wild 
blood  among  them.  It  is  wonderful  to  see 
the  invigorating  influences  of  the  wild 
blood  unon  the  tame  in  the  first  progeny. 
The  style  of  the  Mrd,  in  figure,  ^umage, 
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action — all  are  ohanged,  A  degree  of  self- 
reliance  is  added  to  the  young  things  as 
they  creep  and  dodge  among  the  leaves, 
« shirking  for  themBelTes."  One  single 
cross  is  sufficient — that  is — half  blood. 
More  than  that,  is  apt  to  give  them  shy 
and  rambling  habits,  as  it  takes  sereral 
generations  of  domestication  to  make  the 
wild  turkey  thoroughly  tame. 

The  wild  turkey  is  truly  a  noble  bird. 
Standinff  erect  upon  the  ground,  surrounded 
by  his  harem  of  females;  proud,  defiant, 
confiding  in  his  own  strength  and  prowess ; 
his  gorgeous,  metallic  plumage  glistening 
in  the  sun,  no  liyinp;  bird  is  equal  to  him. 
Even  the  peacock,  in  all  his  attributes  of 
beautv,  will  not  rank  with  him.  No  won- 
der tnat  Audubon  grew  eloquent,  grand, 
and  enthusiastic  over  his  description. 

As  to  colour — ^the  natural — ^tiiat  of  the 
wild  is  the  most  to  our  taste.  We  have 
tried  all  colours.  Light-coloured  birds  are 
apt  to  be  less  hardy  than  dark,  and  the  fiesh 
less  rich  in  appearance.  Still,  colour  is 
not  essential,  when  the  bird  is  in  all  else 
satisfactory. 


The  Golden  Spangled  Hambnrg. 

The  criticisms  of  "Tristram  Shandy," 
on  the  Golden  Spangled  Hamburg,  in 
No.  22  of  your  usenil  periodical,  are  in  my 
opinion  calculated  to  enforce  very  erroneous 
opinions;  and  though  the  writer  seems 
convinced  of  what  ne  states,  there  are 
points  on  which  I  feel  assured  he  is  wholly 
mistaken.  Such  I  opine  to  be  the  case 
when  he  affirms  (his  own  hvpothesis)  "that 
long-tailed  Golden  Spangled  Hamburgs" 
are  necessarilv  "  a  cross  between  the  blacks 
breasted  red  game  fowl  and  the  true 
Hamburg,''^  It  is  from  such  positive 
assertions  as  these  that  I  plead  a  justifi- 
cation to  speak  with  equal  decision. 

In  the  case  of  a  correspondent  who 
openly  avows  himself  already  "wholly 
satisfied  that  such  fowls  are  mongrels,  "  I 
have  little  hope  of  making  a  convert.  It 
is,  therefore,  simply  to  prevent  the  extension 


of  error  to  the  umniHatediStkaX  my  oG 
tions  are  applied ;  for  such  parties,  though 
they  may  be  "  delighted  "  at  the  onset,  ^nll 
certainly  find  their  joy  exchanged  for 
disappointment  when  they  have  really 
tested  "Tristram  Shandy's"  henny 
favourites  by  reproduction,  or  the  trying 
ordeal  of  several  (or  many)  of  our  princi- 
pal Poultry  Exhibitions. 

It  so  happens  that  in  my  own  locality, 
the  Golden  Spangled  Hamburg  (or,  as  they 
are  more  universally  termed,  the  "  Pheasant 
Fowl,")  greatly  abound;  they  having 
obtained  well-merited  r^ute  for  their  egg- 
producing  properties,  andhave  consequently 
long  been  considered  the  most  profitable  of 
any  variety  to  their  owners,  as  naturally 
entailing  far  less  expense  than  where 
chickens  axe  to  constitute  the  chief  market 
produce.  The  means  of  such  parties  are 
generally  limited ;  and  so  it  has  not  un- 
nequently  happened  that  a  game  cock 
has  been  "  walked  "  for  some  other  person, 
simply  to  obtain  the  sovereign  per  annum, 
that,  by  a  few  who  still  enjoy  the  excite- 
ment and  cruelties  of  ( a-  cockpit,  is  freely 
offered  for  the  privilege,  to  the  complete 
excltmon  of  the  male  Hamburg.  The 
produce  thus  raised  is  very  frequently 
before  me,  I  admit,  a  complete"  mon^re/" 
— "very  gamy;"  but  never  have  I  yet 
seen  one  solitary  specimen  that  even  a 
beginner  would  pronounce  ^^just  the  long- 
tailed  saddle-hackled  Hamburg  of  the 
southern  fancy  J^ 

In  the  case  of  both  the  parents,  I  am 
relying  on  perfect  purity  at  the  onset ;  and 
the  first  "cross"  is  such  that  no  one 
possessing  the  knowledge  of  a  real  Hamburg 
could  mtstake  for  the  bird  "  Tristram 
Shandy "  so  strongly  repudiates ;  it  is,  on 
the  contrary,  as  .(uamemcally  opposed  aa 
can  well  be  conceived.  The  characteristics 
of  the  male  parent,  though  modified,  are 
distinctly  visible  to  any  practised  eye.  The 
gait  partakes  of  that  of  the  male  bird ; .  the 
rigicQty  of  the  feather  renders  the  "  cross  " 
at  once  apparent  (in  the  whole  brood) ;  the 
head  is  finer  and  smaller ;  and  if  1^ ' '  cross  " 
is   carried   out     anotlier    generation,    all 
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varieties    of  colours,  eombs,   and  general 
characters  will  invariably  ensue. 

It  is  not  so  with,  chickens  from  the  male 
bird  your  correspondent  "mongreHses;" 
the  chickens  may  yary  a  trifle  in  colour, 
or  markings  (as  all  fowls  will  do  occasion- 
ally), yet  as  a  whole  they  will  be  identical, 
Ihe  only  "variation"  bemg  an  unfrequent 
"  sport  of  nature,"  in  one  of  those  **  henny  " 
oocks  so  strongly  extoUed  by  your  cor- 
respondent ;  but  which  (if  itself  tested  by 
raising  further  broods)  will  infallibly  at 
length  revert  in  the  reproduction  of  the 
very  fowl  from  which  itself  was  bred, 
and  which  "Tristram  Shandy"  decries  so 
strongly. 

I  cordially  agree  that  "  some  southern 
judges  are  still  in  the  way  "  {and  northern 
ones  too),  for  I  happen  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  acquaintance  with  many  of  the 
principal  judges  of  our  present  day,  who 
would  at  once  "disqualify"  these  birds; 
not  from  *  *  having  comparatively  little  know- 
ledge, or  having  imbibed  false  doctrines," 
but  &om  the  time-tested  conviction,  that 
such  specimens  cannot  be  generally  repro- 
duced ;  and  your  readers  may  depend  upon 
it,  the  "  temporary  stop-gap  "  will  prove  of 
far  greater  durability,  and  the  time  when 
"none  but"  the  henny-tailed  cocks  are 
"  to  be  judged"  is  far  more  remote  than 
is  opined  by  your  correspondent,  "  Tristram 
Shandy." 

One  oe  the  Old  School. 


The  Poultry  Judge. 

"I  will  a  plain  unvamislied  tale  deliver." 

The  poultry  mania  had  existed  in  our 
town  for  some  time,  and  I  was  not  un- 
commonly the  referee  in  cases  of  dispute. 
Still  I  had  never  acted  as  judge,  and 
therefore  in  common  with  those  who  are  in 
the  same  position,  I  criticised  their  decisions, 
and  spoke  of  the  delicacy  that  prevented 
me  firom  openly  giving  my  opmion.  I 
shrugged  my  shoulders,  learnedly  shook 
my  head,  passed  for  an  oracle  among  my 
associates,  and  wondered  at  the  blindness 


of  committees  in  not  seeing  my  merits,  and 
availing  tiiemselves  of  my  services.  At 
this  time  I  thought  little  of  poultry  judges, 
and  inwardly  longed  for  the  day  when  I 
should  appear  the  sun  of  the  system. 

I  was  not  destiaed  to  wait  long  for  the 
distinction;  very  soon  afterwards  a  letter 
arrived  inviting  me  to  act.  I  had  always 
thought  much  of  poultry  before,  but  now 
it  assumed  gigantic  proportions.  It  was 
almost  a  solemn  office,  on  my  decision  would 
depend  large  sums  of  money,  my  word 
would  become  a  "  fiat"  and  the  distinction 
or  extinction  of  a  yard  would  depend  upon 
it.  Decidedly  the  office  of  judge  even  at  a 
poultry  show  is  an  important  one. 

I  now  felt  I  mustbe  cautious  in  giving  my 
opinion,  because  it  carried  weight  with  it. 
I  must  decline  to  view  people's  birds 
because  I  should  have  to  judge  them  here- 
after. But  I  wished  my  fellow  townsmen 
to  know  of  my  appointment.  I  walked 
out,  and  purposely  threw  myself  in  the  way 
of  those  who  would  be  likely  to  introduce 
the  subject.  The  first  I  met  immediately 
asked  me  to  advise  him  on  a  knotty  point. 
My  dear  friend,  said  I,  I  should  inaeed  be 
glad  to  do  so,  but  I  am  appointed  judge  at 
,  and  we  make  it  a  rule  not  do  any- 
thing that  can  be  afterwards  thought  to 
have  influenced  our  judgments.  I  felt  I 
was  assuming  a  sort  of  superiority  that  did 
not  belong  to  me,  but  I  could  not  help  it ; 
he  perceived  it,  answered  in  the  same  vein, 
and  my  visit  ended  in  the  loss  of  a  good 
Mend,  and  in  my  being  called  a  "  stuck  up 
fellow  whose  head  was  turned."  Common 
sense  told  me  he  was  right,  false  pride 
whispered,  it  was  the  first  tribute  paid  to 
incorruptibility  in  my  new  character.  On6 
ray  of  glory  passed  from  my  face,  and  one 
line  of  care  took  its  place.  I  do  not  pledge 
myself  to  follow  the  narration  of  my  ex- 
periences without  sometimes  deviating,  but 
such  wanderings  shall  bear  on  the  subject. 

I  recollect  reading  some  time  since  in  a 
French  paper,  that  the  National  Guard  of 
Paris  after  the  revolution  of  1848,  when 
every  man,  of  every  height,  disposition  and 
calling,  was  in  spite  of  himself  a  member  of 
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that  force,  bad  the  gwurd  of  the  pnhlie 
bmldings  entrusted  to  tlieau  One  oi  them 
was  placed  at  a  gate  of  ihe  Tuileries  with 
orders  to  let  no  one  enter.  The  same 
respectable  military  fnnetionary-  figured  a 
few  hours  afterwardu  before  a  oourt- 
martial  for  aUowing  six  people  to  pass. 
After  the  prosecutor  had   done,   and  the 

President  had  £rowningly  asked  him  for  his 
efenoe,  he  said  "I  beg  your  pardon,  colonel, 
I  represent  two  distinct  men,  one  a  national 
g^uard,  the  otiier  a  hatter.  In  the  first 
character,  I  refused  to  allow  the  people  in 
question  to  go  in,  but  when  appealed  to  as 
a  hatter  by  a  customer,  and  threatened  with 
the  loss  of  his  custom,  I  allowed  an  annual 
order  for  two  hats  and  six  caps  to  pass." 
The  defence  was  ingenious,  but  the  culprit 
was  sentenced  to  three  days  imprisonment. 
In  my  judicial  importance  and  severity,  I 
foiffot  my  friend  was  a  valuable  customer, 
and  I  lost  his  favours.  The  national  guard, 
and  the  poultry  judge  are  alike  public 
characters,  and  private  interests  must  not 
sway  them. 

A  lady  friend  of  mine  dislikes  "  Vanity 
Fair  "  tnat  most  excellent  work  of  Thack- 
eray's because  it  is  ''too  true,''  and  perhaps 
some  poultry  judges  may  say  my  picture  is 
overdrawn.  It  may  be  so  in  their  cases 
because  they  axe  stronger  minded  than 
myself,  I  merely  commit  my  own  feelings 
to  paper. 

KaJked  truths  are  like  naked  pictures  and 
statues,  only  fit  for  certain  people  to  hear 
or  see.  Their  unfitness  lies  not  in  any 
deformity,  because  they  may  represent 
perfection  in  every  way,  but  the  fiiult  is 
with  the  auditors  and  spectators,  who  dress 
both  from  their  own  wardrobes. 

A  week  elapsed  between  the  receipt  of 
the  letter  of  invitation  and  my  departure 
for  the  scene  of  my  duties.  I  admit  I 
thought  of  little  else,  and  if  I  were  to  point 
out  ULe  period  of  my  life  when  I  attended 
least  to  my  business  I  should  say  it  was 
this  week.  I  now  studied  the  prize  list, 
and  found  I  had  to  adjudicate  in  forty-two 
classes.  I  had  misgivings ;  I  had  for  years 
kept  two  QT  three  breeds,  aiid  felt  satisfied 


I  was  master  of  them,  but  here  were  endless 
varieties,  and  I  could  but  recollect  that  the 
exhibitors  of  each  were  as  conversant  with 
theirs  as  I  was  with  mine.  My  late  friend 
had  quizzed  me  alL  over  the  town.  My 
aspNersions  on  poultry  judges  were  now 
visited  on  myself,  and  I  more  than  half 
regretted  my  former  insignificance. 
(2^  b^antiimuedy. 


The  Golden  Spangled  Hamburg. 

Ths  following  prasoription  may,  I  thmk, 
be  of  use  to  ''l&tram  Shandy  "  and  some 
Yorkshire  go-a-head  amateurs  in  breeding 
the  short-tailed,  spangled,  saddle-hadded 
golden  Hambuigs.  Take  a  good-sized 
Sebright  Bantam  cock,  and  put  him  to  a  tree 
Hamburg  hen;  take  a  small  Hamburg  cook, 
and  put  him  to  a  large  Sebright  bantam  hen. 
Again,  put  their  prwiuce  together — and  al- 
though a  few  of  the  chickens  will  be  Tory 
bantamy,  yet  a  great  portion  will  be  just  the 
short-tfoled,  ss^Ldle-hackled  Hamlnirgs  of 
''  Tristram  Shandy"  and  the  Yorkshire  go- 
a-heads ;  and  my  opinion  is 

"Before  they've  tried  it  very  long, 
They  will  confess  they're  in  the  wrong." 

LONGTAIL. 


Poultry  for  all  Classes. 

Thebe  is  one  point  in  connexion  witii 
the  addition  of  poultry  to  the  Royal  Agri- 
cultural Society  s  show  which  seems  to  have 
escaped  most  persons.  It  is  that  it  enables 
the  lower  classes  to  enter  into  competition 
with  the  higher,  and  thus  continues  to  rivet 
the  links  of  that  chain,  which,  embracing 
every  grade  of  society  in  England  tends  so 
much  to  the  security  of  her  institutions. 
We  think  it  helps  to  make  the  society  per^ 
feet,  for  among  the  names  this  year  distin- 
guiahed  in  the  prize-Hst  may  be  found  those 
who  firom  their  position  in  life  could  never 
have  competed  in  any  other  class.  A  s»* 
ciety  distinguished  ^*par  eminence"  by 
royal  patronage  should  embrace  every  class 
of  subjects,  and  thia  bow  does  so. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Cottage  Poaltry. 

In  most  counties  the  cottager  is  so  inti- 
mately bound  upmtli  the  fanner  ihat  a  i&w 
observations  on  a  source  of  gain  to  him 
may  not  be  out  of  j^aoe,  after  the  notes 
which  have  already  appeared  on  farmer's 
stock. 

The  cottager's  poultry  must  be  looked  at 
in  a  totally  distinct  manner  from  the  farm- 
yard fowls,  the  facilities  of  the  cottager  being 
far  leas  than  those  of  the  &rmer ;  it  may 
be  8ft  well  to  divide  eottagers  under  two 
heads, — ^those  renting  or  owning  simply  a 
cottage  and  garden,  and  those  occupying 
the  second  or  small  homestead  (or  fodder* 
yard,  as  it  is  sometimes  caUed)  (m  a  farm. 

Let  us  take  the  last  first.  If  a  bam  is 
attached  to  the  premises,  the  farmer  may, 
with  some  reason,  object  to  his  cottage 
tenant  keeping  any  poultry  of  his  own,  as, 
however  carefully  locked  the  bam  may  be, 
misapprehensions  arise  which  it  is  weU  to 
avoid;  but  here  the  farmer  has  an  additional 
means  of  keeping  a  greater  head  of  stock 
himself,  and  materially  benefitting  a  la- 
bourer whose  position  he  wishes  to  improve. 
At  these  second  homesteads  there  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  run  as  at  the  farm-yard ; 
but  it  is  only  so  far  different  from  the  farm 
that  it  is  not  under  the  immediate  eye  of 
the  fanner's  wife,  and  it  may  be  used  for 
breeding  such  few  stock  as  the  farmer  does 
not  wish  to  mix  with  his  own — ^the  Brah- 
mas  and  Cochins  for  instance — ^where,  by 
adopting  one  of  the  systems  to  be  presently 
mentioned,  he  will  obtain,  at  a  trifling  cost, 
all  the  breeding  pullets  he  req[uires ;  or, 
acting  upon  the  same  principle^  enable  him 
to  keep  a  distinct  variety,  game,  Spanish, 
or  any  other  of  the  many  excellent  sorts 
there  are  whioh  do  not  come  under  the  de- 
nomination of  *^  farm-yard  stock." 

But,  to  return  to  the  cottager  possessing 
only  his  back-yard  and  garden,  we  must 
consider  whether  breeding  early  chickens,  a 
supply  of  fjointer  eggs,  or  a  constant  supply 
of  eggs  are  most  suited.  Every  locality  will 
have  its  different  want ;  but,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  winter  eggs  and  early  chickens 


win  be  found  to  answer  the  cottager  better 
than  any  other  system. 

Surrounded,  as  cottage  premises  generally 
ajre,  by  neighbours  who  resent  the  intrusion 
of  anything  not  belonging  to  themselves,  the 
fowls  must  either  be  confined  in  some  very 
small  space,  have  their  wings  cut,  or  be  of 
a  kind  disposed  to  remain  at  home  and 
iMiable  to  fly.  For  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  year  the  limited  number  of 
wrds  likely  to  be  kept  by  a  cottager  will  do 
little  harm  and  some  good  in  his  garden; 
and,  however  excellent  Spanish  or  Ham^ 
burgs  may  be  as  perpetual  layers — ^which 
term,  perhaps,  arises  as  much  from  their 
never  or  rarely  wanting  to  sit,  as  from  their 
actual  laying  qualities — ^they  have  the  dis-^ 
advantage  for  cottage  purposes  of  being 
active  birds,  and  the  latter  certainly  do  not 
bear  dose  quarters  well.  The  varieties  which 
seem  pointed  out  as  combining  excellent 
layers,  good  mothers,  and  docile,  unflying 
birds  are  the  Cochin  and  Brahma.  Without 
entering  into  any  controversy  as  to  the 
distincfiiess  of  the  Brahma  from  the  Ct  chin, 
in  nature  and  habit  they  are  so  much 
alike  that  they  will  equally  suit  the  cot- 
tager. It  wlU  DC  very  desirable  for  him  not 
to  overstock  himself.  Let  him  procure  in 
October  three  large  heavy  early  pullets,  and 
a  laree  cock  a  year  and  a  half  old.  He 
may  fairly  calculate  that  these  birds  will 
begin  to  lay  in  November.  The  earlier  eggs 
should  be  sold ;  and  if  broody  hens  can  be 
obtained  in  the  middle  of  December,  let 
seven  or  eight  eggs  be  placed  under  each  of 
them.  It  will  be  a  great  risk  to  set  more 
in  such  a  cold  period,  when  both  e^gs  and 
chickens  require  the  fullest  covermg  the 
hens  can  give  them ;  and  by  the  first  week 
in  January  a  brood  will  be  obtained.  It  is 
most  advantageous  for  the  cottager  to  buy 
or  borrow  a  hen  to  set  the  eggs  under,  as  in 
all  probability  his  own  pullets  will  not  be- 
come broody  in  sufficient  time  to  bring  out 
very  early  broods ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the 
eggs  which  they  will  continue  laying  will 
be  a  very  great  source  of  profit. 

Should  the  cottager  not  require  chickens, 
he  wlU  be  amply  supplied  with  eggs  with- 
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out  a  male  bird,  bat  a  combination  of  esgs 
and  chickens  will  be  found  more  profitable ; 
and  if  two  cottagers  could  agree  to  keep 
one  male  bird  between  them,  and  let  him 
run  every  alternate  week  with  their  different 
hens,  they  would  save  themselves  expense, 
both  in  tne  original  outlay  and  cost  of  keep. 
To  follow  this  principle,  it  would  be  essential 
that  there  should  be  a  distinct  understand- 
ing as  to  the  manner  of  the  partnership.  The 
simplest  would  be,  that  each  party  should 
join  in  the  expense  of  obtaining  it;  that  the 
first  who  has  it  should  be  bound  to  take  it 
to  the  other  at  the  expiration  of  the  first 
week,  the  second  cottager  returning  it  at 
the  expiration  of  his  week,  and  so  on. 
This  plan,  if  continually  carried  out,  will, 
for  obvious  reasons,  answer  well.  Should 
the  bird  be  ill,  the  cottager  who  has  it  at 
the  commencement  of  its  mness  should  keep 
it  till  cured.  Should  it  die,  let  it  be  buriedf 
and  on  no  account  say  a  word  about  it,  or 
difference  of  opinion  may  ripen  into  a 
quarrel. 

There  are  various  means  by  which  a  cot- 
tager may  be  first  started  with  his  stock, 
which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

W.  M.  S. 


Eoyal  Jersey  Agricnltural  and 
Hortictdtnral  Society. 

At  the  Summer  Exhibition  of  Flowers, 
Fruits,  Vegetables,,  and  Poultry,  held  in 
the  New  Vegetable  Market,  on  Wednesday, 
the  19th  of  July,  the  following  premiums 
were  awarded : — 

POULTRY  PRIZES. 

Class  1. — Black  Spanish. 
Best  cock  and  two  hens  (Minorca)  Mr.  Th. 
Aubin  5  s. 

Glass  2. — Black  Spanish  Chickens. 
Best  cock  and  two  pnllets,  Mr.  Clement  Da 
Paroq    3  s. 

Class  8.— Coohin  China  (Cinnamon  and  Buff). 
Best  cock  and  two  hens,*  Mr.  Clement  Du 

Paroq    5  s. 

2nd  best  do.  do.,. ..do Hon  Preminm. 


Class  4. 
Best  cock  and  two  pullets,*  Mr.  CJlement 

Du  Parcq 8  g, 

2nd  best  do.  do.,   do Hon.  Premium 

Class  5. — Cochin  China  (Brown,  Partridge- 
feathered,  White  or  Black.) 
Best  cock  and  two  hens,  Mr.  Frs.  Le  Touzel  4  s. 

Class  6. — (Most  useful  Ooss-hieed). 
Best  cock,   hen,   and  chickens,   Mr.  Ths. 
Hayley 3  s. 

N.B. — The  hirds  marked  (*)  were  also  awarded 
the  Cochin  (Jhina  cocks  presented  to  tiie  Society 
by  a  member. 

Honorary  cards  and  tickets,  "Worthy  of 
Commendation"  were  affixed  to  the  undermen- 
tioned poultry  :— 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (Cochin  China),  )  Hon. 

Mr.  N.  Poingdestre J  Card. 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (game,  black  )  Hon. 

red),  litr.  Godley J  Card. 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (Cochin  China,  )  Com- 

cinnamon)  Mr.  M.  de  la  Taste  }  mended 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (silky  breed)  do. . . .     do. 
One  cock  and  two  hens  (game,  black  )       , 

red)  do Z^. J      ^• 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (CJochin  Clhina,  )      ^ 

buff),  Miss  Hume   J      ^^' 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (white  bantam),  )      , 

Mr.  Hayley J      *'®- 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (Minorca),  Mr.  )       , 

N.  Poingdestre    J     ^^* 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (Cochin  China,  )      ^ 

cinnamon),  Mr.  Frs.  Le  Touzel J        °' 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (game^  blue),  )       ■, 

Mr.  (Jodley J      ^°* 

One  cock  and  hen  (do.  do.),  Mr.  Jas.  )       ■, 

H.Bobin }      ^°- 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (black  Spanish),  )      ^ 

Mr.  T.  Dorey  J      ^^• 

One  cock  and  two  hens  (golden  bantam),  )       , 

Mr.  J.  Coutanche    J      ^**- 

One  pair  of  carrier  pigeons,  do do. 

One  pair  of  carrier  pigeons,  Mr.  C.  B.  )      ^ 

Saunders J 

Judges  for  poultry :  Messrs.  W.  Shayler 
and  H.  C.  White. 

G.  L.  CuMiNO,  Hon.  Sea 
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Tavistock  Poultry  Exiubition. 

The  second  •  annual  show  of  poultry  at 
Tavistock,  took  place  on  Wednesday  last. 
The  fowls  were  exhibited  in  the  light  and 
commodious  pens  of  the  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall Society  ibr  the  Improvement  of  Domes- 
tic Poultry,  which  were  hired  and  brought 
from  Plymouth  for  the  occasion.  The 
show  although  not  large  was  an  improve- 
ment on  liiat  of  last  year.  There  were  a 
hundred  and  ten  pens. 

In  coloured  Dorkings,  old  birds,  there 
were  five  entries.  The  birds  shown  were 
fair  average  samples  of  the  class,  but  hardly 
heavy  enough.  There  was  one  pair  of 
gray  with  rose  combs.  The  Dorking 
chickens  were  as  a  class  stiU  better  than  the 
elder  birds,  the  seven  pens  entered  comprised 
several  of  considerable  merit.  The  first 
prize  was  awarded  to  a  particularly  nice 
pen,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Cornelius,  to  whose 
old  birds  the  first  prize  was  awarded. 

There  were  five  entries  of  Spanish,  and 
although  the  birds  shown  were  out  of  con- 
dition, the  class  as  a  whole  was  an  improve- 
ment on  the  Spanish  hitherto  shown  in 
Tavistock.  The  hens  in  the  1st  prize  pen 
were  very  good,  and  the  cock  in  the  second 
prize  pen  a  perfectly  white-faced,  although 
in  other  respects  not  a  first-class  bird. 

The  Cochin  China  grown  fowls,  of  which 
nine  pens  were  entered,  were  an  inferior  lot. 
The  chickens  of  the  same  class  were  almost 
equally  deficient  in  merit;  of  the  eight 
pens  snown  not  one  would  have  had  a  com- 
mendation at  the  larger  and  better  es- 
tablished exhibitions. 

Of  game  there  were  thirteen  entries,  and 
this  cmss  presented  pens  which  would  have 
stood  a  good  chance  at  the  best  shows  in 
the  kingdom.  Several  of  the  pens  were 
badly  matched.  One  of  the  best  cocks,  a 
fine  gray  bird,  was  placed  with  two  tas- 
selled  hens,  no  way  a  match  for  him,  even 
had  the  tassels  not  been  on  their  heads. 
Several  of  the  pens  shown,  including  the 
2nd  prize  birds,  belonged  to  cottagers. 

The  birds  shown  as  Polands  and  Malays 
were  not  deserving  the  names.     The  Ban- 


tams were  all  white  and  feather-legged. 
The  1st  prize  pen  birds  were  han£om& 
specimens  of  the  class. 

The  Aylesbury  ducks  were  good,  and  the 
prize  pen  of  geese  were  fine,  and,  for  their 
age,  remarkably  heavy  birds. 

The  show  of  rabbits  was,  for  the  West  of 
England,  very  good ;  the  ears  of  the  best 
were  about  17  inches  by  5. 

The  exhibition  was  visited  by  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
and  appeared  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

The  judges  were :  Mr.  Terrell,  of  Ottery, 
Tavistock;  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Parkhouse  and 
Mr.  William  Hunt,  of  Plymouth. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  as  follows : — 

POULTRY   PRIZE   LIST. 

DoRKiNO  (coloured). — For  the  best  cock  and 
two  hens,  Mr.  W.  Periy;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  Bd. 
Cornelius,  of  Kelly,  Tavistock.  For  the  best 
cock  and  two  hens  (chickens,  1864),  Mr.  Ed. 
Comelins;  2nd  prize,  E.  H.  Scobell,  Esq.,  of 
Tavistock. 

SpAinsH. — For  the  best  cock  and  two  hens^ 
Mr.  Samnel  Gale ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  James  Stannes, 
of  Tavistock. 

Cochin  China. — For  the  best  cock  and  two 
hens,  E.  H.  Scobell,  Esq.  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  E. 
Cornelius.  For  the  best  cofek  and  two  hens 
(chickens,  1854),  Mr.  Josiah  Metherell,  Tavis* 
tock  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  Q,  H.  Smith. 

Gaxb. — For  the  best  cock  and  two  hens,  Mr. 
William  Menhinnick,  Tavistock ;  2nd  prize,  Mr. 
Collacott^  Tavistock. 

MiNOBOAS. — For  the  best  cock  and  two  henff, 
Mr.  W.  Lillicrap  ;  no  2nd  prize. 

Malats. — ^For  the  best  cock  and  two  hens ; 
2nd  prize  ;  no  prize  awarded. 

Haxbubg. — For  the  beet  cock  and  two  hens^ 
Mr.  A.  Mackey ;  2nd  prize,  Mr.  E.  ComeUus  ;    : 
equal  two  1st  prizes.  i 

PoLANDS. — ^For  the  best  cock  and  two  hens  ; 
2nd  prize ;  no  prize  awarded.  j 

Bantams. — For  the  best  cock  and  two  hens,     ' 
Mr.  John  Adams,  Endsleigh  ;  2nd  prize.  Master 
Walter  Weekes,  Ottery,  Tavistock. 

Htbbids  (or  barn-door  fowls). — For  the  best 
cock  and  two  hens,  no  Ist  prize  ;  2nd  prize,  Mr. 
E.  Cornelius. 

Ducks  (Aylesbury). — ^For  the  best  drake  and 
two  ducks,  W.  W.  Bowe,  Esq.,  Milton  Abbott, 
Tavistock ;  2nd  prize.  Miss  GiU,  Ottery.     Any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


554 


THE  POUL,THY  OHRONIOLE. 


oiher  vaiiefy,  the  bwt  di»ke  nd  two  dndu^ 
Mr.  T.  Sjmona,  CorTton ;  2nd  prise,  Mr.  Jobn 


GiESE.— For  the  best  gander  and  two  geese, 
W.  W.  Eowe,  Esq. 

Turkeys. — For  the  best  cock  and  two  hens  ; 
2nd  prize ;  no  prizes  awarded. 

Best  conple  of  dead  fewls  (trvssed).  Best 
couple  of  dead  ducks  (tnused).  No  pmee 
awurded. 

&ABHITS. — For  the  best  kyp-eaied^  Mr.  Wm. 
Doice,  TaTistock.  Best  of  any  other  kind,  Mr. 
Luke  Hotdge. 


Poultry  at  tlie  Selby  Agrionltiiral 
Show. 

The  Selby  and  Tadeaster  Agricultural 
Association  held  their  first  meeting  at  Selby 
cm  Friday,  July  28th,  and  a  most  successful 
one  it  proved  to  be.      The  weather  was 

!  beautiful,  and  the  show  ground  crowded 
with  adiniring  visitors.  We  will  confine 
our  observations  to  the  poultry.  There 
were  about  one  hundred  pens  brought 
together;  and  among  them  were  a  tew 
first-rate  birds.  In  Spanish  and  Dorkings, 
there  was  nothing  very  particular,  but  me 
Bev.  G.  Hustler's  buff  Cochins  were  very 
first-rate,  and  superior  to  anything  usually 

I  seen  in  this  district.  The  same  Exhibitor 
likewise  gained  the  prize  for  a  beautiful 
pen  of  chickens  of  this  kind.  There  were  a 
few  good  birds  in  the  Game  dass,  but  as  is 
so, often  remarked,  badly  matched.  In  the 
other  classes  were  nothing  particular, 
exciting  a  pen  of  very  mce  Brahmas, 
which  took  the  1st.  jsrize  in  the  elass  for 
any  breed.  E.  Bon^  Esq.,  of  Leeds,  acted 
as  judge,  and  awarded  the  following 
prizes. 

POULTRY   PRIZES. 

Spanish — 1st  prize :  Bev.  Geo.  Hustler, . 
Appkitony  Tadeaster.  2nd  prize  :  Mr.  Thos. 
Irvin,  Howden. 

Po&KiNos. — Ist  prize :  Bev.  Geo.  Hustler, 
2nd  prize  :  Mr.  Wm  HindeU,  Boriby. 

Cochin  China. — 1st  prize :  Bey.  Geo. 
Hustler.  2nd  prize:  Mr.  Geo.  Sykes,  Selby. 
Chickens. — 1st  prize  :  Bev  Geo.  Hustler. 

Game. — let  prize  :  Mr.  Thos.  Jackson,  Selby. 


2nd  prize  :  Wm.  Mr.  Bawter,  Barlby.  Chiokesb. 
—Ist  priae  :  Mr.  Thoa.  Jaekson. 

GoiiDm  Spabolsd  Hambubas. — 1st  prize  : 
Mr.  Jos.  Bicbaidaon,  Thoma.  Chickens. — 
ditto. 

SiLviB   Spakolxd    HAxnimGS. — Ist    prize 
Mr.    Jos.  Blehardson.      2nd  pme  :  Mr.  Wm. 
Atkmson,   Tadeaster.      Ohtokbns. — Ist  prize 
Mr.  Job.  Ridbardsoa. 

SiLVKA  PmoctLBD    HA]iBmfl8.--*2ttd  piiie 
Geo.  Burton,  Selby. 

Poa^ND.-— 2nd  prise  :  Mr.  Geo.  Hood,  Seibj. 

Ant  Brebd  or  Cboss. — ^Ist  prize :  Bev.  Geo. 
Hustler,  (Brahma  Pootraa).-— Chickens. — Ist 
prize :  Mr.  B.  B.  Thompson,  Tadeaster,  (Goduna). 

Bantaxs.— Ist  prize:  Mr.  T.  B.  Irel/uid, 
Tadeaster. 

Cock  (of  anypreed  or  Cross). — 1st  prize  :  Mr. 
Geo.  Palliser,  York  (Cochin). 

Pair  o9  Hens  (of  any  Breed  or  Cross). — 1st 
I>rize :  Bev.  G^.  Hustler,  (Cochins). 
•  Geese. — Ist  prize  :  Mr.  B.  B.  I^ompson. 

DuQKS. — Ist  prize  :  Mr.  G.  H.  Thompacm, 
Bolton. 

TuRKsn. — ^Ist  prise:  Mr.  Joseph  Yollans, 
Selby.     2nd  prize  :  Mr.  J.  P.  Toulaon,  Skipwith. 


Poultry  Exhibition  at  Wellingrton, 

Somerset. 
This  Ezhibitioii  of  poultry,  (above  three 

hundred  pens,)  was  held  oa  the  3rd  and 
I  4th  inst.,  in  oonj unction  with  a  Fete 
I  Champ^tre,  and  Fancy  Bazaar,  the  whole  of 

the  aeaeta  to  be  approfHnated  to  the  very 
;  laudaUe  purpose,  ^*  of  aiding  the  building 
I  of  Church  National  SohooUat  Wellington"; 
I  and  iiQun.  such  being  the  case  it  very  natu- 
I  rally  obtained  the  aanotion  and  ready 
I  assistance  of  all  the  aurrounding  gentry. 
I  Very  ^^reat  credit  is  due  to  the  T^ftPf^yug 
I  oomnuttee,  for  the  care  and  attention  paia 
'  by  them  to  the  poultry  entrusted  for  exhi* 
;  bition,  but  the  great  danger  of  disappoint- 

m^it  horn  the  variable  character  of  our 
\  climate,  in  reference  to  out-of-door  shows, 
I  was  here  but  too  fuUy  illustrated.  At 
I  midday  (the  time  for  the  ^blic  admission), 
j  on  the  3rd  inst.,  the  rain  commenced  in 
I  heavy  torrents,  completely  saturating  the 

green-sward    and    rendering    the  access 
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to  liie  noiEiids  of  the  Ker.  W.  W.  PnhMin, 
rwho  Lad  kindly  placed  tbem  at  the 
oispoeal  of  the  coBonittee},  all  Ibnt  in- 
accessible, and  it  so  oontintiea  xintQ  aboat  5 
p.  a,,  when  abating  a  little^  some  thronged 
thither,  but  very  few  comparatively  re- 
maining, from  the  fear  of  taking  severe 
colds;  whilst  the  hoKday  attire  of  the 
ladies  was  painfully  nnaccordant  with,  the 
state  of  the  weather, — ^indeed  many  hiui- 
dreds  who  had  arrived  at  the  WeUinoton 
BaOway-StatBon,  from  the  surroiuLaijie 
districts  of  Exeter,  Bristol,  &c.,  preieired 
rather  to  retnm  himiewardB  at  once,  by  the 
following  train,  than  venture  onwards. 
From  this  cause  a  considerable  amount 
was  altogether  lost  to  the  fands;  it 
is  very  gratifying  notwithstanding  to  be 
enabled  to  say,  a  nandsome  surplus  above 
expenses  wili  even  now  be  handed  over ; 
though,  for  a  time  it  was  presumed  ^^the 
whole  would  be  an  utter  failure."  This 
adds  another  proof  as  to  the  manifest 
advantages  of  tents,  or  other  efficient 
shelter  on  such  occasions. 

The  Band  of  the  Royal  Marines,  from 
Portsmouth,  attended  by  permission  of 
Colonel  Coryton ;  and  for  the  first  evening, 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  an  un- 
exampled display  of  fireworks,  among  which 
were  (literally)  fiights  of  rockets,  by  "  the 
hundred  "  ;  concluding  with  a  grand  *  *  lQu- 
minated  piece,"  surrounded  by  stars  of 
different  coloured  fires,  encompassing  the 
most  appropriate  motto,  (composed  of  nearly 
seven  thousand  blue  lights,)  "Feed  my 
Lambs."  The  fireworks  were  of  course 
deferred  till  the  following  evening. 

In  the  Spanish  class,  l£e  first  prize  fell  to 
the  lot  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Stowe,  her  pen  of 
fowls  fiilly  maintaining  the  high  repute  of 
her  stock  of  this  variety.  The  Dorkings 
were  unusually  excellent  in  character,  and 
large  in  size.  The  chickens  of  this  class 
have  rarely,  as  a  whole,  been  excelled.  The 
adult  class  of  Cochins  (buf&)  were  indi^e- 
rent,  if  we  except  the  prize  fowls;  the 
chickens  of  this  variety  were  very  superior, 
and  a  numerous  display;  the  two  prize 
pens    of  "partridge  or  grouse-eoloured," 


were  also  excellent ;  an  eaetrfi  piize  waa 
allotted  to  this  somewhat  negleeted  variety. 
The  1st  prize  Malays  were  excellent,  both 
in  quality  and  condition,  the  2nd  prize 
birds  were  depl(»rably  oat  of  feather.  In 
the  game  classes  were  many  first-rate 
groups ;  the  principal  prizes  were  taken 
by  T.  K.  Robard,  Esq.,  whose  birds  were 
(for  the  season)  **  in  high  c<»idition " ; 
many  parties  lost  all  chance  of  success  in 
the  chicken  class,  from  facing  either  too 
many,  or  too  few  specimens,  in  their 
comp^ing  pens,  a  never  failing  cause 
of  "  disqualification."  All  the  Hamburgs 
were  excellent.  The  silver  and  golden 
Polands  were  very  good,  the  black  Polands 
scarcely  equal  to  most  Exhibitions.  In  the 
"extra  class,"  were  some  superior  specimens 
of  Brahmas,  White  Spanish,  and  Black 
Hamburgs.  The  Bantams  were,  as  a  whole, 
indififerent,  the  Sebrights,  from  moulting, 
showing  to  sad  disadvantage.  The  geese 
and  Aylesbury  ducks  were  far  superior  to  j 
the  usual  run ;  and  the  pigeon  classes  were 
both  numerous  and  excellent.  Mr.  Edward 
Hewitt,  of  Spark  Brook,  Birmingham, 
officiated  as  judge  of  the  poultry.  We 
append  the  list  of  prizes: — 

Spanish,  Class  1. — 1st  prize,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow, 
Bredon,  near  Tewkesbury;  2nd  prize,  W.  W. 
Rowe,  Milton  Abbot,  Tavistock.  Ghiokbits, 
Class  2.— Prize  withheld. 

DoRKino,  Glass  3. — 1st  prize,  Charles  Har- 
ward,  Hayne  Hoase,  Flymtree,  Devon  ;  2nd  prize, 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Stow.  Extra  prize.— J.  S.  Boden, 
Marland  Cottage,  Wellington  (white) ;  com- 
mended, Dr.  iU^rs,  Honiton,  and  W.  W.  I 
Rowe,  Milton  Abbot.  Chiokbns,  Class  4. — Ist 
prize,  C.  Harward,  Hayne  Honse,  Flymtree, 
Devon  (grey)  ;  commended,  F.  J.  Coleridge, 
the  Cottage,  Ottery  St.  Mary,  near  Honiton 
(white).     The  whole  class  meritorious. 

Cochin  Chini,  Class  5  (partridge). — 1st  prize, 
Bev.  G.  F.  Hodson,  Barnwell,  Somerset.  2nd 
prize.~-Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson.  Class  6  (Bnff).— 
Ist  prize,  W.  L.  Channing,  Heavitree,  Exeter. 
2nd  prize,  W.  L.  Channing.  Class  7  (white  or 
black). — 1st  prize,  Cyrus  Clark,  Street,  near 
Glastonbury ;  2nd  prize,  Rev.  G.  H.  H.  Hutchin- 
son, Charlton,  Malmsbnry.  Chioksns,  Class  8 
(any  colour). — Ist  prize,  Henry  L.  Bean,  Ashcott, 
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Qlastonbnry  (buff) ;  extra  prize,   Rev.   Gt.   F. 
Hodfion  (groose).     Class  meritorious. 

Malat,  Class  9.— Ist  prise,  T.  B.  Fairhead, 
Braintree,  Essex ;  2nd  prize,  Charles  Balanoe, 
Mount  Terrace,  Taunton.  Chioksns,  Class  10. 
— Charles  Balance. 

Gamb,  Class  11  (black,  brassy-winged,  black- 
breasted,  and  oth^  reds). — 1st  prize,  J,  B,.  Rod- 
bard,  Aldwick  Court,  Langford,  near  Bristol; 
2nd  prize,  Robert  Russell  Sewell,  M.  B.,  Bridge- 
water,  Somerset;  commended,  Henry  Sheild, 
Taunton.  Class  12  (white,  piles,  greys,  and 
blues).— -Ist  prize,  J.  R.  Rodbard ;  2nd  prize, 
W.  Duncombe,  Taunton.  Chiokbits  (any  colour), 
Class  13.— Henry  Sheild. 

HAUBUBas,  Class  14  (gold-pencilled). — 1st 
prize,  F.  Fattison,  Feniton  Court,  near  Honiton ; 
2nd  prize,  Mrs.  B.  J.  Ford,  Ide,  near  Exeter ; 
commended,  W.  W.  Rowe.  Class  15  (silver  pen- 
cilled).— 1st  prize,  W.  W.  Rowe ;  2nd  prize,  F. 
H.  Aberdein,  Honiton ;  commended,  T,  Michel- 
more,  jun..  Berry,  Totnes.  Class  16  (gold 
spangled). — 1st  prize,  C.  Edwards,  Brislington  ; 
2nd  prize,  Walter  Hugo,  Albert  Villa,  Mount 
Radford,  Exeter.  Class  17  (silver  spangled). 
1st  prize,  C.  Edwards;  2nd  prize,  W.  R.  Gee, 
Stearthfield,  Faington,  Devon.  The  Hamburg 
Classes  highly  meritorious. 

FoLAHD,  Class  18  (gold  spangled),  1st  prize. 
— ^R.  H.  Bush,  Ashton  Lodge,  near  Bath ;  2nd 
prize,  Stephen  Towan,  FlymoutL  Class  19 
(silver  spaiigled). — 1st  prize,  P.  Jones,  Fulham  ; 
2nd  prize,  Rev.  J.  H,  Gandy,  Old  Cleve,  Taunton; 
commended,  0.  Edwards.  A  highly  meritorious 
cUuss. 

Blaok  Folahd,  Class  20  (with  white  crests). 
— 1st  prize,  J.  Buncombe^  Wellington ;  2nd  prize, 
C.  Edwards. 

Any  Distihot  Bbbbd,  Class  21. — 1st  prize, 
W.  L.  Channing  (white  Spanish)  ;  2nd  prize,  T. 
M.  Ghinn,  Bridport,  Dorset  (black  Hamburg) ; 
commended,  J.  Marshall,  Belmont,  Taunton 
(Brahma  Footra). 

Babtaxs,  Class  22  (gold  laoed).— 1st  prize, 
J.  G.  Gully,  Queen  Street^  Exeter ;  2nd  prize, 
Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson.  Class  23  (silver  laced).— 
Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson.  Class  24  (black).— Rev.  G. 
F.  Hodson,  Charles .  Balance.  Class  25  (white). 
— John  GK)ugh,  Congresbury. 

TuBKBTS,  Class  26.— J.  R.  Rodbard  (Ameri- 
can).— Only  one  entry. 

GvBSB,  Class  27. — 1st  prize,  T.  Valentine, 
Preston  Farm,  Upottery,  Devon ;  2nd  prize, 
W.  W.  Rowe. 


.  Duoxs,  Class. 28  (Aylesbury). — 1st  prize,  Mrs. 

B.  J.  Ford ;  2nd  prize,  Hon.  Greville  Howard, 
Lydiard,  Swindon ;  commended,  C.  Edwards  and 
H.  L.  Bean. — ^Whole  class  meritorious.  Class  29 
(Roubn). — Ist 'prize.  Miss  Steele  Perkins,  Sutton 
Coldfield,  near  Birmingham  ;  2nd  prize,  Charles 
Balance. — This  class  indifferent.  Class  30  (any 
variety). — Ist  prize,  J.  Marshall  (Buenos  Ayres) ; 
2nd  prize,  W.  H.  Mayo,  Taunton  (white  decoy)  ; 
commended.  D.  C.  Fox,  Swallowfield,  Wellington 
(Buenos  Ayres). 

PioiONS,  (carriers). — S.  Summcrhayes,  Taun- 
ton ;  commended,  C.  R.  Titterton,  Snow  Hi», 
Birmingham,  and  W.  J.  Square,  Plymouth. 
Tumblers. — Dr.  Rogers,  Honiton;  commended, 

C.  R.  Titterton.  Runts.— T.  Twose,  Bridgwater. 
Fantails. — S.  Summerhayes ;  commended,  G. 
Bluett,  Taunton.  Powters.— C.  R.  Titterton; 
commended,  ^.  Summerhayes.  Blurbs. — C.  Bluett ; 
conmiended,  S.  Summerhayes.  Jacobins. — ^Dr^ 
Rogers  ;  commended,  C.  R.  Titterton.  Trompe- 
ters. — H.  Child,  jun.,  BaJsall  Heath,  Birming- 
ham. Owls. — Rev.  G.  F.  Hodson ;  commended, 
C.  R.  Titterton.  Nuns.— Miss  S.  Northcote, 
Upton  Pyne,  Exeter;  commended,  T.  Twose. 
Turbits.— Charles  Bluett;  (any  variety)  S. 
Summerhayes ;  commended,  H.  Child  and  Dr. 
Rogers. 

In  the  extra  stock  a  pen  of  silver  spangled 
Poland  chickens  was  commended,  belonging  to 
Mr.  J.  Buncombe,  Wellington. 


EzMbition  Fowls. 

BT  PBBMISSIOir   FBOX  MB.    BAILT's    ''FOWLS.*' 

No.  2.— DORKING. 
COCKS.  HSirS. 

Black  breast,  or  black        Grey,    slate   colour, 

spotted    with     white,  silver,     ash,      cobweb 

Black  tail,    or   mixed  speckled,  with  darker 

with     white.       Light  colour.       Any    colour 

hackle.   Light  saddle.  but  broini. 

CUCKOO. 

Cock  and  Pullets  alike. 

JUd  Speckled, 


COCKS. 

Black  breasted,  red, 
or  red  and  white  speck- 
led. Tail  black,  or 
black  and  white.  Red 
hackle.    Bed  saddle. 


HEKS. 

Brown.  Brown  with 
white  speckle.  Brown 
with  dark  speckle. 
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ITiiiformity  of  oomlM.  White  legs.  Well 
defined  fiye  claws  on  each  foot.  Size  and  weight 
Tffly  important^  and  body,  if  deprived  of  neck, 
tail  and  l^gs,  bearing  more  resemblance  to  a 
square  than  any  other  fowl. 

HAMBEO'  FOWLS. 
Pencilled. 


HENS. 

Double  oomb»  firmly 
fixed  on  the  head,  not 
inclining  to  either  side. 
White  deaf-ear.  Hackle 
quite  white,  without 
spots.  Body  accurately 
pencilled,  each  feather 
beingdistinctly  marked. 
Ample  tail. 


OOOKS. 

I>ouble  comb  full  of 
points,  ending  in  a 
large  one  at  the  end 
tamed  up.  No  hollow 
in  the  centre  of  it. 
White  deaf-ear.  Ample 
tail,  foundation  colour 
black,  but  the  sickle 
feathers  silyered  at. the 
edge.  White  body, 
save  sometimes  a  little 
spotting  towards  the 
Under  parts,  or  a  chest- 
nut on  the  wing. 

Gold  same  as  silrer,  substituting  yellow  for 
white,  except  in  the  deaf-ear,  which  would  be 
white  in  both  varieties. 

Imperative  Rules, 
Ample  florid  double  combs  ;  white  deaf-ears ; 
taper  blue  legs.      Very  cheerful  carriage.    Size 
and  weight  are  not  essential. 


Works  on  Pigeons, 

AND  FOOD  f  OB  THBH. 

J.  T.  C.  wishes  to  know  whicli  is  the 
best  and  cheapest  wprk  on  pigeons.  Mr. 
J.  M.  Eaton's  *'  Treatise  on  Tame,  Domes- 
ticated, and  Fancy  Pigeons,"  price  10«., 
with  plates,  to  be  obtained  of  lie  author, 
7,  Islington  Green,  London,  is  the  best 
work  I  know  of.  Mr.  Eaton  deserves  the 
thanks  of  all  pigeon  fanciers  for  rescuing 
from  the  cobwebs  and  oblivion  the  original 
work  of  Mr.  John  Moore ;  to  which  he  has 
added,  in  the  most  honourable  way,  aU  the 
additions  of  subsequent  authors,  acknow- 
ledging each:  and  the  author  has  also 
added  an  excellent  treatise  on  the  Almond 
Tumbler.  Mr.  E.,  however,  confesses  him- 
self no  friend  to  Toy  pigeons,  as  may  be 


judged  by  his  short  remarks  on  them 
under  the  head  of  Porcelain :  nor  does  it 
appear  to  me  that  Mr.  E.  has  a  correct  idea 
of  the  true  Antwerp,  mistaking,  as  he  does, 
the  cross-bred  birds  for  the  original ;  stiU 
Mr.  Eaton's  work  is  the  best, 

"The  Pigeon  Fancier's  Guide,"  by  J. 
Rodgers,  and  published  by  Dean  and  Co., 
Threadneedle  Street,  London,  at  one  shil- 
ling, is  the  cheapest ;  but  I  do  not  consider 
it  original. 

I  know  of  no  English  work  that  contains 
a  description  of  the  more  recently  intro- 
duced varieties  of  Toy  pigeons;  but  a 
German  one,  "Das  Grauze  der  Tatiben- 
ziioht,"  by  Gottlob  Neumeistei,  with 
coloured  plates,  published  by  Bemhard 
Friedrich  Yoigt,  TVeimar,  in  1837,  contains 
full  and  excellent  descriptions  of  them. 

With  respect  to  food,  good  authorities 
recommend  good  old  tares  and  small  tick 
beans.  From  my  own  experience  I  prefer 
the  small  bean  ("  Heligolands")  with  an 
occasional  change  of  lentils,  peas,  wheat, 
or  Indian  com  ("Maize");  but  pigeons 
will  eat  all  sorts  of  grain,  and  seeds,  and 
do  very  well  on  almost  any  kind,  provided 
they  luive  their  liberty,  and  can  find  such 
condiments  as  small  stones,  grit,  lime  in 
some  form,  and  green  food.        B,  P.  B. 


A  Game  Breeder's  Ideas  of  the 
Sitter's  Influence. 
A  Fanciek  of  game  fowls,  and  one  who 
has  fought  many  mains,  informs  me  that  he 
considers  it  all  important,  in  breeding  for 
the  pit,  to  set  a  hen  on  her  own  eggs,  or 
that  they  should  be  hatched  under  hens  of 
the  same  breed.  The  argument  used  is 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  ^^^  is  porous,  and  the 
chick  could  not  be  hatched  if  the  pores  were 
closed  with  grease  or  other  material,  it 
necessarily  absorbs  with  the  heat  of  the  hen 
some  portion  of  her  moistui  e,  or  nature,  as 
he  terms  it;  and  that  he  has  frequently 
had  game  cocks  hatched  under  hens  of  other 
breeds,  and  though  they  were  plucky  and 
fought  well  a  game  or  two,  yet  t^ey  invari- 
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Ably,  in  the  long  run,  showed  the  iHiite 
feather  and  boltcS,  which  he  rarely  knew  a 
thoronghbred  bird  to  do.  If  my  informairt's 
notions  are  oorrect,  it  behoves  those  who  wish 
to  breed  first-class  birds  of  ciny  ftrccrfto  attend 
to  this  suggestion,  as  it  is  equally  wobable 
that  the  form  or  feather  may  be  aoeoted  if 
the  natural  habits  of  the  bird  are  changed. 
Boston.  C.  P. 


Good  Condition. 
There  is  no  better  preservative  ag;auist 
the  attack  of  many  diseases,  both  in  animals 
and  plants,  than  such  a  mode  of  feeding  and 
oare  as  produces  what  is  generally  under- 
stood bv  the  phrase '  good  condition.'  Some- 
where lately  we  met  with  a  statement  to 
the  effect  tuat  the  writer  was  inclined  to 
depend  more  upon  having  his  sheep  in  good 
condition,  as  a  mode  of  escapiiu:  the 
destructive  effects  of  grab  in  the  head,  than 
upon  any  specific  remedy  or  preventive' 
application ;  and  is  it  not  likely  that  poor 
poultry  will  be  more  annoyed  with  vermin 
than  those  which  are  well  cared  iax  ? 


Dialects  op  Bibbs. — ^I  beHeve  there  is 
a  dialect  in  the  songs  of  birds.  The  songs, 
for  example,  of  a  thmsh  near  London,  or 
in  any  of  the  home  counties,  has  little  re- 
semblance, except  in  tone  and  specific 
character,  to  that  oil  the  saiae  bird  in 
Devonshire,  or  near  Exeter«  The  same 
notes,  I  suppose,  will  all  of  them  be 
detected,  but  they  are  arranged  for  the 
most  part  in  a  different  tune,  and  are  not 
sung  in  the  same  way.  They  are  given 
with  different  values,  and  the  singing  is 
pitched  in  a  different  key.  One  great  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  cases  is  the 
number  of  guttural  notes,  of  which  the 
song  of  a  Devonshire  thrush  is  often  made 
up,  but  which  near  London  are  heard  only 
at  the  end  of  a  bar,  or  even  much  less  fre- 
quently; while  those  chief  notes  which 
mainly  constitute  the  song  of  the  other 
bird,  and  make  it  so  impressive,  are  rarely 
pronounced  by  the  Devonshire  thrash. — 
Jesst^B  Country  Life. 


Bridgnorfh  Agricultural  Association. 
A  soci£TT  has  been  established  at  Bridg- 
north for  the  purpose  of  holding  anntul 
exhibitians  of  stock  and  agrieoltural 
implements;  to  give  prizes  for  the  best 
growing  cro^^s  of  turmps  and  other  roots, 
and  for  specimens  shown  at  the  general 
meeting;  to  encourage  and  reward  the 
escertions  of  agricultural  labourers ;  and  to 
present  bevmties  to  meritorious  housdliold 
servants.  It  is  intended,  also,  that  the 
committee  of  management  shall  correspond 
with,  and  promote,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
objects  of  tie  Eoyal  Agricultural  Society  of 
England — a  novel  feature,  but  one  worthy 
of  the  highest  commendation.  We  are 
informed  that  the  promises  of  support 
already  received  are  most  satisfactory,  and 
leave  no  doubt  that  the  society  wlH  oe  of  a 
permanent  chiiracter.  It  is  proposed  to 
hold  the  first  exhibition  on  the  12tli  of 
October  next ;  and  a  prize  list,  on  a  liberal 
scale,  has  be^  for  some  time  in  circulation. 
This  list,  we  are  glad  to  perceive,  includes 
domestic  poultry,  Ist  prizes  of  £l  10s.  and 
2nd  prizes  of  lOs.  being  offered  in  no  less 
than  twenty-one  classes — amply  sufficient 
to  ensure  a  good  collection,  and  render  the 
show  highly  attractive. — Midland  Counties 
Herald, 


Artificial  Hatching. 

A  TTsn  apparatus  for  artificial  hatching 
has  been  constructed  bv  Mr.  0.  Minasi, 
which  is  so  well  describea  in  the  "  Morning 
Post,''  l&at  we  cannot  do  better  than  ex- 
tract the  passage. 

*'  Mr.  Carlo  Minasi  has  effected  a  great 
improvement  in  the  artificial  process  of 
hatching  chickens.  This  new  ineubat(v  is 
a  very  smiple  contrivance,  and  can,  conse- 
quently, be  constructed  at  about  one-fourtii 
of  the  expeuse  formerly  required.  The 
practical  results  are  equally  satisfactoiy, 
for  he  states  that  the  average  number  of 
birds  produced  is  eighty  out  of  every  one 
hundred  eggs.  Tlie  necessary  heat  is  ob- 
tained from  a  naphdia  lamp,  without  a  wick. 
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wHdi  is  so  arraBged  tkat  it  may  be  left  to 
itself  for  two  or  three  days  together,  and 
yet  the  process  of  hatching  goes  on  witii 
dtie  regularity  and  certainty.    The  eggs 
are  placed  on  a  series  of  tnbes,  through 
whidi  a  stream  of  hot  water  is,  by  means 
of  the  napthha  lamp,  kept  constantly  flow- 
ing ;  and,  when  the  chicken  comes  ont  of 
the  shell,  it  is  placed  beneath  the  same 
tubes,  which  now  perform  the  second  duty 
of  the  artificial  parent.    After  being  kept 
there  the  proper  time,  it  is  removed  to  a 
compartment  more  suited  to  its  increasing 
strength,  and  is  ultimately  placed  in  a  pen 
in  the  open  air.    Mr.  Carlo  Minasi  has  not 
confinea  his  operations  to  mere  bam-door 
fowls,  but  has  taken  a  flight   into   the 
regions  of  what  may  be  teamed  scientific 
natural  history,  and  displays,  with  satis- 
faction, as  a  proof  of  his  skill,   a  very 
healthy  specimen  of  the  barnacle  goose, 
which  is  to  be  an  addition  to  the  Ornitho- 
logical Society's  collection  in  the  Regent's 
Park.     The  enthusiastic  piirsuit  of  Ms  art 
does  not  allow  Mr.  Carlo  Minasi  to  stop 
here,  for  his  success  has  excited  his  ambi- 
tion even  to  the  incubation  of  the  egg  of  an 
ostrich,  which  he  feels  quite  confident  he 
could  accomplish.     Should  it  prove  so,  it 
would  be  advisable,  befwe  the  time  arrived 
to  welcome  the  little  long-legged  stranger, 
to  remind  the  establismnent  of  the  old 
maxim — and  the  occasion  on  which  it  was 
used — of  "Every  one  for  himself,"  as  Hie 
donkey  said  when  he  danced  among  the 
chickens — to  prevent  serious  doings  in  that 
miniature  poultry  vard.    However,  without 
waiting  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  great 
object  of  Mr.  Carlo  Minasi's  highest  aspira- 
tions, his  apparatus  will  be  found  very 
interesting,  and  is  folly  explained  by  him, 
at  his  residence,  "No.  16,  Brecknock  Place, 
Camden  Road,  where  it   is  in    constant 
operation.    When  we  inspected  it,  several 
of  the  chickens  had,  by  a  star  on  the  shell, 
announced  their  first  appearance  in  pubHc 
on  the  following  day.'*^ —  Morning  Post^ 
August  2. 

^e  improvement  on  tiie  old  plan  is,  that 
lihe  present  invention  will  come  cheap^  and 


reqtdre  less  frequent  attention^  than  those 
wmeh  have  before  been  used.  We  certainly 
never  saw  chickens  (without  a  mother), 
s^ypear  so  happy  and  comfortalde  as  these 
of  Mr.  Minasi.  He  considers  that  he  will 
be  able  to  sell  the  machines  from  £5 
upwards* 

The  e^s  are  half-embedded  in  sand, 
which  is  placed  ov&r  the  tubes,  charged 
with  hot  water,  so  that  it  is  an  under  heat 
which  performs  the  hatching.  Mr.  Minasi 
informed  us,  that  from  being  thus  em- 
bedded the  same  heat  only  as  that  of  the 
hen  is  required;  whereas,  in  incubators 
in  which  the  eggs  are  not  so  embedded,  the 
heat  is  obliged  to  be  greater,  from  which 
the  chickens  suffer  in  strength. 

The  naphtha  consumed  during  the  three 
weeks  of  incubation  is  about  a  gallon, 
which  may  be  purchased  for  3«.  6rf. 


IfugsB  BnstiesB. 

TEIPLBS,  OKIGIKAL  AND  SELECT,  PROM  THE  NOTE- 
BOOK OF  A  DE&BTSHIRB  YEOXAN. 

The  Fifth  Claw  of  the  porking  Fowl  : 
A  Disquuition. 

The  Ropl  Agrioaltaral  Society's  Prize 
Essay  on  JPoultrp*  teaches  us  that  *^The 
fowls  of  this  breed  have  five  toes  on  eack 
foot,  a  peculiarity,  if  absent,  denoting  im- 
purity of  blood."  This  <»)inion  should  have 
been  qualified,  or  might  have  been  given  as 
an  opinion,  rather  than  in  the  dogmatio 
fonft  of  an  undoubted  matter  of  fact.  It 
would  have  been  prudent  to  have  cautioned 
purchasers  from  buying  a  so-ealled  Dorking 
fowl  with  four  toes;  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  above  statement  is  fallacious. 
Birds  of  the  very  purest  strain  sometimes 
produce  chickens  with  four  toes  only,  and 
this  peculiarity  occasionally  occurs  to  a. 
laj^  extent ;  in  the  year  1852,  my  Dork- 
ing fowls,  of  whose  purity,  tlxrough  many 
generations  at  least,  there  could  not  be  the 
slightest  doubt,  produced  one-fourth  of 
their  chickens  wim  four  toes — an  incident 
which  never  occurred  with  the  same  f»wii 
before,  nor  did  it  transpire  in  1853,  aUhoaglL 
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no  change  in  their  management  had  taken 
place.  Li  the  same  season  large  numbers 
of  the  chickens  had  five  toes .  on  one  foot 
and  four  on  the  other ;  while  several  had 
six  toes  on  one  foot  and.  four  on  the 
opposite.  Neither  will  the  converse  hold 
good — the  fifth  toe  being  by  no  means 
a  test  of  purity;  for  it  will  show  itself 
through  several  venerations  by  one  cross 
of  Dorking  blood.  In  the  same  year  in 
which  my  pure-bred  Dorkings  produced 
chickens  de&ctive  in  the  number  of  their 
daws,  some  half-bred  chickens  presented 
this  peculiarity  m  a  redundant  degree — the 
cockerels  with  the  plumage,  gait,  and 
figure  of  their  sire,  a  game  fowl,  possessed 
the  fifth  toe  of  extreme  length  and  size; 
and  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  per- 
ceive this  supernumerary  member  on  the 
feet  of  barn-door  fowls,  which  contain  in 
their  veins  as  much  variety  of  "  blood  *'  as 
is  to  be  found  in  a  Yankee.  Yesterday, 
for  instance,  I  saw  in  the  yard  of  a  farmer 
a  fowl  which  resembled  a  Spangled  Ham- 
burg in  colour,  but  it  possessed  a  fifth  toe, 
and  was  the  offspring  of  a  white  game-cock 
with  a  grav  spangled  fowl  not  a  Dorking, 
but  probably  possessing  through  some  re- 
mote ancestor  a  faint  trace  of  that  breed. 
Is  not  the  fifth  toe,  after  all,  an  * '  abnormal '' 
and  useless  growth  F  Did  it  not  spring  up 
originally  as  a  surplus  appendage  in  some 
fowl  of  great  size,  and  become  stamped  by 
hereditary  descent  through  many  genera- 
tions, so  as  to  become  almost  a  fixed  type, 
through  parties  breeding  firom  the  hfl^ge 
hen,  because  of  her  size,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  this  supplementary 
member  to  the  locomotive  organ? 

Some  ardent  disciples  of  Natural  Theology 
mieht  be  offended  with  the  above  remarks, 
and  indignantly  repudiate  any  such  thing 
as  a  surplusage  in  the  works  of  nature. 
The  good  Dr.  Paley,  in  his  zeal  to  explain 
all  tmngs,  could  aescribe  the  use  of  one 
organ  in  the  human  body  as  being  ^'a 
stujfinff,  a  soft  cushion  to  fiU  up  a  vacancv, 
or  hoUow,  wMoh  unless  occupied  would 
leave  the  package  loose  and  untidy," — 
overlooking  the  fact  that  such  a  clumsy 


expedient  rather  dimned  than  exalted  the 
skill  of  the  Workman.  In  like  manner,  he 
described  the  use  of  two  large  curved  teeth 
which  emerge  from  the  upper  jaw  of  the 
Babyroussa,  or, wild  hog,  as  being  to  sup- 
port the  head  of  the  animal  when  asleep : 
^'he  sleeps  standing,  and.  the  curved  pro- 
cesses are  hooked  upon  the  branches  of 
trees  to  support  his  head.''  Kecent  re- 
search has  proved  that  the  wild  hog  does 
not  ordinarily  sleep  standing,  nor  are  the 
huge,  curved,  and  extraordinary  bony  pro- 
cesses on  his  head  ever  used  mr  the  pur- 
poses described.  How  much  better  to  con- 
fess our  ignorance,  than  to  resort  to  such 
wild  explanations  as  the  above.  We  know 
that  man  has  had  *^ dominion^*  given  to 
him  over  all  living  thin^,  and  can  per- 
petuate any  *' malformation"  which  may 
accidentally  spring  up,  nay,  he  does  so 
when  it  serves  his  purpose.  In  the  Annals 
of  Philosophy  we  are  told,  that  a  ram  acoi- 
dentally  produced  on  a  farm  in  Connecticut, 
with  elbow-shaped  fore  legs,  and  a  great 
shortness  and  weakness  of  joint  inde^,  in 
all  four  extremities,  was  selected  for  breed- 
ing purposes,  and  that  a  fiock  was  thus 
procured  which  was  imable  to  dimb  over 
fences.  Again,  by  excluding  all  black 
sheep  from  the  breeding  pen,  we  have 
white  flocks;  it  is  equally  certain  we 
might  have  entire  black  ones,  if  the 
opposite  ^  plan  were  pursued.  Can  any 
one  maintain  that  long  horns  curving 
into  and  growing  through  the  cheeks  of 
the  bovine  tribe  are  other  than  a  natural 
defect,  and  yet  how  common  was  this 
in  the  palmy  days  of  the  almost  extinct 
*f  Long  Horns"  of  Bakewell,  Princep,  and 
Mundy?  Horace,  who  flourished  in  the 
Augustan  age,  some  two  thousand  years 
ago,  sang  that  the  brave  were  created  by 
the  brave  and  good,  and  that  the  converse 
is  equally  true,  indeed  the  poet  has  said — 

"  Ebrii  gignunt  ebrios ;" 

and  we  are  sure  that  we  can  at  any  time 
produce  hair  or  wool  on  Hie  backs  of  sheep, 
by  selecting  for  the  first  the  wild  sheep  of 
Ethiopia  or  Siberia,  and  for  the  second  the 
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beantifiil  sheep  of  Mr.  Sandys,  or  ^e 
native  animals  of  Thibet.  But  enough — 
my  ne^hbour,  who  reads  the  "  Reporter," 
as  he  smokes  his  pipe  on  a  Friday  evening, 
is  already  exclaiming.  What  on  earth  has 
Dr.  Paley  and  Horace  and  wild  hogs,  and 
long-horns,  and  Siberian  aheep  to  do  with 
the  fifth  claw  of  the  Dorking  fowl  ?  Much 
every  way,  they  intimate  that  a  natural 
defect  may  have  been  perpetuated  in  the 
desire,  to  secure  other  qudities  of  a  high 
character  with  which  this  supernumerary 
appendage  happened  to  be  associated.  That 
it  M  a  defect  (if  such  a  paradoxical  term 
may  be  ap^ied  to  a  thing  in  excess),  is 
certain,  for  some  high-bred  chickens  now 
before  me,  have  great  difficulty  in  walking, 
in  consequence  of  these  prolongations  from 
each  foot  becoming  entangled  with  each 
other ;  and  suffer  some  pain  from  the  abra- 
sion which  constant  friction  has  produced 
upon  each  supernumerary  toe. — By  per- 
mission of  the  Author. 


PRIZE  AWARDS  TO  OEESB  AT  LINCOLN. 

^  SiE, — I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  an  error  inadvertently  fallen  into  by  the 
reporters  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society's 
show  at  Lincoln.  In  the  class  for  poultry,  and 
under  the  head  *'  Geese,"  I  find  in  the  several 
papers  I  have  perused,  and  also  in  your  own 
excellent  little  work,  "  The  Poultry  Chronicle," 
that  the  second  prize  is  stated  as  having  been 
awarded  to  Mrs.  Harriet  Hill,  New  House, 
Wcdton-on-Thames^  Instead  of  Mrs.  H.  Hill, 
New  House,  Stretton  Grandsome,  Herefordshire ; 
you  also  remark  that  Mrs.  Townley  Parker 
always  takes  the  first  prize.  Now,  Sir,  although 
I  have  no  wish  to  diminish  the  honour  of  that 
lady,  allow  me  to  say  as  a  friend  of  Mrs  Hill, 
who  is  a  subscriber  to  your  *'  Chronicle,"  and 
has  obtained  you  many  more,  myself  amongst 
the  number,  that  Mrs.  Hill  took  the  Jirst  and 
second  prize  at  Birmingham  last  show,  and  the 
Jirst  at  the  previous  exhibition,  one  lot  of  which 
was  purchased  by  Mr.  Parker,  and  the  others  I 
have  reason  to  believe  are  in  the  possession  of 
royalty;  not  only  so,  but  I  believe  that  the 
successful  birds  at  Lincoln  were  descended  from 
her  flock.  There  were  no  birds  of  the  bond  fide 
age  of  Mrs.  Hill's  in  the  show  at  Lincoln  equal 


to  hers ;  and  you  will  see/when'  the  Binninffham 
show  comes  round,  at  which  the  supply  is 
better  and  the  competition  greater  than  at  any 
other  show  in  the  kingdom,  whose  will  carry  on 
the  palm.  As  a  friend  of  Mrs  Hill,  and  one  who 
takes  considerable  interest  in  the  subject,  having 
succeeded  at  one  of  the  best  shows  in  mid-west 
England,  I  respectfully  ask  you  to  be  kind 
enough  to  correct  the  error  in  your  next. — I 
am  yours  obediently.  C.  "W.  R. 

[We  regret  to  say  that  this  letter  arrived  too 
late  for  insertion  last  week. — ^Ed.] 


SIZB  ONB  FpINT  IN  THE  SEBBIOHT. 

Mr.  Editor,— As  probably  there  may  be  a 
great  competition  at\he  Aylesbury  poultry  show, 
through  having  a  so  well-arranged  schedule,  can 
you  inform  me  whether  the  judges  will  be  re- 
quested to  judge  upon  every  merit  upon  the 
Sebright  bantam  ?  I  mean,  by  weight  also,  as  at 
the  Sebright  show  every  February.  Your  answer 
will  oblige  a  constant  subscriber, 

Herts.  H.  F. 


foxes. 
Mr.  Editor,— What  is  to  be  done  about  the 
foxes  ?  In  this  neighbourhood  they  abound,  and 
I  believe  have  already  devoured  several  hundreds 
of  chickens.  One  farmer's  wife  said  to  me  the 
other  day,  "I  have  not  reared  any  chickens  this 
year,  ma'am ;  for  'tis  no  use  feeding  them,  for 
the  foxes." 

The  advice  given  to  farmers  in  the  '<  Poultry 
Chronicle  "  is  excellent ;  but  if  foxes  are  not  re- 
strained within  reasonable  bounds,  I  fear  *'farm- 
Jrard  poultry "  wiU  soon  cease  to  exist  in  this 
ocality.  Amateurs,  too,  will  be  greatly  discou- 
raged«  for  it  is  well  known  that  a  large  number 
of  fowls  cannot  be  profitably  kept  without  a  good 
range,  and  the  foxes  condemn  ours  to  strict  con- 
finement. Not  only  do  they  steal  at  night,  or  in 
the  early  morning,  but  they  prowl  about  during 
the  day,  come  close  to  the  houses,  and  carry  on 
valuable  early  Dorkings,  &c.  &c.,  before  your 
face.  The  neighbouring  woods  are  full  of  rabbits, 
but  the  foxes  prefer  well-fed  poultry  to  anjthing 
else.  Now,  the  question  is,  can  anything  be 
done  ? — if  not,  we  must  make  up  our  minds  to 
bear  it,  get  rid  of  our  Dorkings,  and  keep  only 
Cochin  Chinas,  as  they  can  bear  confinement. 

With  extensive  rans  for  several  breeds,  with 
first-rate  stock,  and  hundreds  of  healthy  chickens. 
I  had  hoped  to  revel  in  all  the  joys  of  successful 
poultry  keeping,  till  disappointment  met  me  in 
the  shape  of  these  cruel  foxes.  I  fear  even  the 
"  Poultry  Chronicle  "  cannot  help  me,  but  it  is 
some  comfort  to  tell  one's  troubles;  and  I  am 
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ran  yon,  Mr.  Editor,  iwiU  SmI  «»«|«mm«  Hdt 

yown  obediently,  A  SnaiCBiBBE. 

["A  Subscriber"  will  tee  by  «A.  J.  H.'e" 
account  of  how  the  law  Btands,  tkat  she  may 
(by  deputy)  ahoot  and  destroy  foxes.— Bd.] 

TUSKXT8. 

In  seXectiDg^  breeding  stock,  what  aged  birds 
should  be  preferred,  and  what  should  be  the 
weight  at  different  ages  ?  Mr.  Fairlie,  I  beliere, 
recommends  nerer  to  breed  from  a  turkey  cock 
less  than  twelTe  months  old,  and  to  procure  a 
fresh  one  inyariabljr  every  season.  This  is  so 
contrary,  to  the  practice  with  other  poultry,  that 
I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  a  very 
fine  male  bird,  two  years  old,  should  be  discarded 
after  his  first  breeding  season,  or  whether  he 
should  be  retained  and  fresh  hens  given  to  him. 
J.  T.  SxBSBT,  near  Boston. 

[We  should  be  very  unwilling  to  banish  a  very 
superior  bird,  but  in-breeding  mnst  be  avmded,  we 
believe,  in  turkeys  even  more  tiian  in  other  poul- 
I    try.— Ed.]  

SMOKINO  THB  CHICKEN. 

Mr.  EpiTOB, — "When  we  derive  any  benefit 
from  following  advice,  it  is  but  fair,  in  requital, 
both  to  acknowledge  the  favour,  and  to  pass  on 
our  further  experience  to  others,  in  confirmation 
of  the  ffoodness  of  the  said  advice. 

I  had  three  eggs  from  an  Indian  Bantam,  newly 
imported,  set  under  a  Cochin  China  hen,  who 
had  done  her  duty  so  badly,  that  I  had  very  little 
expectation  of  chickens ;  but,  when  the  time  for 
hatching  arrived,  a  chick  was  found,  thrown  out 
of  the  nest,  quite  oold,  and  apparently  lifeless. 
I  picked  up  what  I  thought  the  dead  chick,  and, 
recollecting  H.  H.'s  advice,  '<  Poultry  Chronicle," 
page  199,  I  had  it  held  in  the  smoke  of  th^e 
kitchen  fire  (a  coal-fire,  by  the  way,^  until  it 
opened  its  beak,  which  was  not  until  toe  holder 
was  glad  to  remove  her  hand  from  the  heat  by 
placing  the  chicken  in  an  open-work  badiet. 
When  it  began  to  breathe  it  was  held  in  a  warm 
hand  until  quite  recovered,  and  nursed  about 
from  one  member  of  the  family  to  another  until 
night,  when  a  Cochin  China  hen,  which  had 
been  sitting  some  days,  was  beguiled  into  taking 
eharp^e  of  it.  It  is  now  above  a  fortnight  old, 
and  18  well  and  hearty. — Yours  truly, 

B.  A. 


Poultry  Market,  LeadenlialL 

The  unfavoiirable  state  of  the  weather, 

and  the  approaching  termination  of  tlie 

London  season,  are  taking  efEeet  on  the 

demand  for  poultry.    The  supply  is  laige, 


aod  the  trade  dnll;  but  the  Uftrket 
glutted. 

Large  ?owlt &.    &L  to  Al  6d. 

SmaUerdo.  Se.    JBd.  to  4s.  6d. 

Ghiekens  — 2s.    6d.  to  38.  (ML 

Qeese  ^...  5b.    ad.  to  66.  6d. 

Ducks   -.  Ss.    Od.  to3s.  3d. 

Babbits la.    6d. 

Wild  ditto 10d.tels.  Od. 

Pigeons Os.    8d,  to  Os.  lOd. 

Leverets    4s.    Od.  to  5s.  Od. 

Quails  is.    3d.  to  Is.  <Jd. 

. — #_ 


is  not 


eaolu 


each. 


M.  R  H.  would  be  much  obliged  if  any  correspond- 
ent to  the  "  Poultry  Chronlele"  cotdd  describe  a  Usd 
of  fowl  oaUed  the  '*  Frinceaset'  fowls. " 

A  lover  aif  Qatme  Fowl  writes,  "  woald  '  Cockspur  * 
continue  his  excellent  articlee  by  telling  your  readen 
about  the  difibraat  «o2oKr^  pUes,  reds,  jsec." 

A.  Z.—'Wo  beUere  the  first  Ancona  fowls  were  im- 
ported by  Mr.  JBerber.  If  we  are  wron^,  we  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  ai^  correspondeiit  who  will  set  us 
right. 

A  Rfformer  suggests  that  it  would  be  a  great  im- 
provement to  the  Catalogs  of  the  Birmingham  and 
other  laiige  shows,  if  an  additional  page  oould  be  given 
with  an  alphabetical  list  of  Exhibitors,  after  the 
fashion  of  that  in  the  catalogue  of  the  pictures  in  the 
Boyal  Academy's  Exhibition. 

M.  i).— The  number  of  pens  of  poultry  (without 
pigfioas)  in  1862,  was  1018. 


^Irteitistnttnts, 


F)WI£.— By  John  Bailt.  Just  Pablished, 
the  Second  Edition  of  the  above  work,  with  whidi 
isreprinted  the  Fourth  Edition  of '  *  The  Dorking  Fowl," 
corrected,  revised,  and  consideral^  enlarged.  It  con- 
tains descriptive  Tables  of  all  the  Fowls  now  exhibited, 
givinginfew  words  their  chief  points  and  qiialifioatloos, 
with  eopioas  rules  for  thsir  selection  and  oiansgesBent 
Piiee  2s. ;  by  post,  28.  6d. 

JoHK  Bijz.T,  118,  Mount  Street^  Orosvenor  Square, 
London. 

NOItf'OLK  AND  EASTERN  COUNTIES' 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  IMPROVEHSNT 
OF  FOULTBT.— President,  The  Right  Hon.  Ths 
Eabl  of  LEiCXSTBSt,  Lord-Iieutenant  of  Norfolk. — 
The  Exhibition  of  the  above  Association  wiU  take 
place  in  the  City  of  Novwich,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday,  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  of  November, 
1854.  when  pfrises  to  the  amount  of  upwairds  of  ONE 
HUNDBED  (HJINEAfi  wiU  be  awarded. 

Prize  Lists,  Forms  of  Entry,  Ac,  ^.,  will  shortily 
*»  ready-  GauiLBS  Ovry,  Mon.  Sec 

London  Street^  Norwiish, 
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WliiUAM  DRAT  A»  Ca's  9ATES9 
WXEE  FENGINQ^  atarong  enough  to  keep 
out  Sheep,  Ac.,,  and  close  enough  for  Dogs, 
BabUta,  Ponhary,  Ac. 

Price  9d.  per  aqiaare  foot. 

OEDINA&T  WraB  NETTING,  from  2id.  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

AddzeBS  WILLIAM  DBAY  AND  CO., 

AGRICULTURAL     IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS, 

Swan  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street,  London. 


TO  AMATEURS  preparing  Pens  for  Eririhi- 
tion.— Three  First-daas  Barly-hatched  BRAH14A 
CHICKENS  from  the  celebrated  Bird  UNCLE  SAM. 

Also,  yoimger  Chickens,  both  Brahxoas  said  Cochins, 
at  a  moderate  price. 
Apply  to  Miss  £.  Watt%  Monk  Bams,  Hampstead. 

CHICKEN'S    OF    1854.— Dorking,    Cochin' 
Brahma,  Ptarmigan,  Gold  and  Silver  Pencilled 
Hambui::g,  White  Bantams,   Ditto   Gold  and  Silvo- 
Laced ;  all  at  very  reasonable  prices. 
Apply  to  T.  P.  MiDDLETON,  Sloney,  near  Bicester. 

PRIZE  PTARMIGAN  FOR  SALE.— Several 
Pairs  of  the  Original  Stock,  and  Chickens  of  all 
ages,  including  rare  Blue-winged  and  a  Muffled  variety, 
very  handsome. 

Also,  Sittings  of  Sggs.  at  lOs.,  Package  iiusluded. 
A  few  Sittings  of  Eggs  trota  Corsican  Fowls  can  be 
had,  and  the  Stock  seen,  by  applying  to  C.  Col££^ 
Coach  Builder,  Fareham,  Hants. 

SPANISH    COCKRELLS  Warranted    from 
Prize  White-fiused  Birds. — Some  Strong  promising 
?oung  Cockrells  to  be  Sold,  for  want  of  space,  5s.  to 
s.  6a.  each ;  Age,  Three  Months.     To  be  seen  daily. 
Address,  Mr.  C.  W.  Maisey,  3,  Ollney  Place,  Chel- 
tenham.   For  reply  enclose  Stamped  Address.    Birds 
not  approved,  retaken. 

FOR    POULTRY    HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  and    DURABLE    BOOFING. 

f^ROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
y^  ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious  to  rain, 
snow,  and  frosty  and  has  been  tested  by  a  long  and 
extensive  experience  in  all  climates.  Saves  half  the 
timber  required  for  slates.  Can  be  laid  on  with  groat 
facility  by  farm  servants  or  unpractised  persona. 

Price  Id.  per  square  foot.  CROGGON'S  PATENT 
NON-CONDUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam- 
boilers  and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  faeL 

Samples  and  Testimonials  sent  by  ixwt,  on  applica- 
tion to  CROGGON  &  Co.,  2,  Dowgate  Tfiii,  London 
who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATHING  PELT  and 
INODOROUS  FELT,  for  Damp  Walls,  and  iixdng 
Iron  Houses  and  Roofis  generally,  to  equaMse  the 
temperature. 


FANCY  POULTRY,  &c.— MR.  J.  B.  MAY 
wiU  SELL  by  AUCTION,  on  Wednesday,  Aug. 
16,  1864,  at  Twelve  for  One  o'clock  precisely,  upon 
the  groimds  of  Egypt  House.  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  a 
valuable  collection  of  about  Two  Hundred  First-class 
FOWLS  and  CHICKENS,  the  Stock  of  Mb.  W. 
Sauno£R8,  including  some  known  birds,  and  com- 
prising Dorkings,  Brahma  Pootras,  Spanish,  Game^ 
Cochin  China,  White  and  Coloured,  Golden  and  Silver 
Hamburgs,  White  Spanish,  White  and  Black  Bantams, 
Ducks,  ana  Rabbits. — Catalogues  to  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Auctioneer,  Cowes,  or  Mr.  Saunders. 

All  the  Stock  will  be  eligible  for  entry  at  the  South- 
ampton and  subsequent  Shows. 

N.B.  The  hour  of  Sale  is  fixed  to  allow  of  parGes 
coming  and  returning  easily  by  the  various  Steam- 
boats. 

MR.  H.  D.  DA  VIES  has  much  pleasure  in 
allowing  any  one  to  see  his  Stock  of  Poultry ;  but 
some  inconvenience  having  arisen  from  the  visits  of 
persons  altogether  imknown,  and  at  unseasonable 
hours,  those  Ladies  or  (Gentlemen  who  may  Wish  to 
see  the  Birds  are  reqiiested  to  favour  Mb.  Davies 
previously  with  their  name  and  address,  when  a  Card 
of  Admission  wiU  be  inmiediately  forwarded.  In 
future  no  person  can  be  admitted  to  the  PouWay  Yard 
vnthout  producing  such  a  Card ;  or  at  any  other  hours 
than  those  namedfor  the  purpose. 
Spring  Grove  House,  Hounslow. 

PRIZE   PIGEONS.— To  be   Sold,  cheap,  a 
PAIR  of  FANTAILS,  Prise  Birds,  at  Yarmouth, 
1853  ;  commended  at  Cheltenham  and  Bath,  1854. 

Also,  some  Pouters,  including  the  Prize  Hen  at  the 
London  Summer  Show,  1853 ;  and  a  Pair  of  Jacobins. 
H.  H.  Swift,  Purton,  near  Swindon,  Wiltshire. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight,  Birds.  &c. ; 
also  as  a  f^ce  for  Fowls,  Pigeons,  Seed-beds,  &c. 

Prices:— 1  yard  wide,  lid. ;  2  yards  wide,  3d. ;  and 
4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100  jaxds,  2  yards  wide, 
for  20s.,  sent  carnage  free.  Orders  by  post,  with  re- 
mittance, punctually  attended  to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  GEXxaoE  Eaton  &  Co.'s 
Fishing-Bod  and  Tackle  Manufactory,  6  &  7,  Crooked' 
Lane,  London. 
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OR.  OB  JOWfiff  S  LI0HT  BROWM  COO  LIVER  OH. 

PREPARED  for  Medicinal  IJsa  in  the  Loffoden  Isles;  Norway,  and  put  to  the  Test  of  Chemical 
Analysis.    The  most  effetffaul  remedy  for  CONSUMPTION,  BIWNCHITIS,  ASl^HMA,  GOUT,  CHRONIC 
RHEUMATISM,  and  aU  SCltOFULOUS  DISEASED 

Approved  of  and  reooniinended  by  Bbbzblius,  Likbiq,  Woehleb,  Jonathak  Fsrkira,  ^uquier.  and  other 
distinini^hed  Scientific  Chemists. 
FreKribed  by  the  most  eminent  Medical  Men,  and  sniyplied  to  tbe  leadin^r  Hospitals  of  Europe. 


EXTRACTS     FROM    OPINIONS    OF    THE    MEDICAL    JOURNALS. 

"THE  LANCET,"  July  29, 1864. 

"In  the  prefbbbnce  of  the  Light  Bbown  oyer  the  Pale  Oil  we  fully  ookcub.    We  have  carefully 

tasted  a  specimen  of  the  light  Brown  Cod  liver  Oil  prepared  for  Medical  use  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  da 

Jongh,  and  obtained  from  the  wholesale  agents,  Mbssbs.  Ansae,  Haefobd,  and  Co.,  77,  Strand.    We  find  it  to 

be  genuine,  and  rich  in  iedina  and  the  elements  of  bile." 

"THE  MEDICAL  CIRCULAR,"  May  10, 18M. 

"The  Pale  Oil,  even  when  ffenxdne,  is  deficient  to  a  considerable  extent,  if  not  wholly,  of  the  volatile  fiitty 
acid;  iodine,  phosphate  of  chalk,  the  cholinic  acid,  bilifellinic  acid,  and  other  elements  of  bfle,  whidi  are  ^>und 
in  their  normal  proportions  in  the  light  Brown  Oil.  The  utmost  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  the  experi- 
mental researches  or  Dr.  de  Jongh,  who  is  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  European  chemists ;  the  oil  prepared 
by  him  enjoys  also  the  additional  sanction  of  the  opinion  of  Baron  liebig  and  the  late  Dr.  Pereira,  in  favour  of 
its  genuineness  and  efficacy.  Our  own  Experience  praotioally  confirms  their  judgment,  and  wb  uv- 
hesitatinoly  recommend  the  Light  Brown  Oil  as  the  best  for  Medicinal  purposes,  and  well  dbbieving 
the  confidence  of  the  Profession." 

Sold  Wholesale  and  Retail,  in  bottles  labelled  with  Dr.  de  JongVs  stamp  and  signature,  by 

ANSAR,   HARFORD,  k.  Co.,  77,  STRAND,   LONDON, 

Sole  Consignees  and  Agents  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  British  Possessions,  at  the  following  prices  :— 

IMPERLA.L  Measure— Half-pints,  2s.  6d. ;  Pints,  4s.  9d.  , 

%*  Four  Ha^^vnt  BctOeaforwiarded  Carriage  PaM  to  any  part  cfEngUmd,  on  receipt  of  a  Xemittanee  qflOt. 


SPANISH  AND  DORKINQ  CHICKENS 
for  1854,  bred  from  the  Prize  Birds  at  Bath, 
Cheltenham,  and  Lincoln,  and  other  first-rate  Stock ; 
as  also  some  BRAHMA  POOTRA  CHICKENS,  and 
WHITE  AYLESBURY  DUCKS,  are  now  on  Sale,  and 
may  be  had  by  Amateurs  and  others  wishing  to  im- 
prove their  Stock  of  Poultry,  on  application,  by  letter, 
p.  p.  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Da  vies,  Sprmg  Grove  House, 
Bounslow. 

WHITE  PERUVIAN  MUSK  DUCKS.— A 
*  *  Gentleman  Amateur  can  part  with  a  few  surplus 
Bhvls  of  the  above  sort,  from  this  year's  broods. 

The  White  Musk  Duck  of  Peru  is  very  fond  of  water, 
grows  to  a  great  size,  lays  eggs  large  and  plentifully, 
lis  very  ornamental,  and  also  profitable  for  the  table. 

For  particulars  apply,  pre-paid,  to  the  Rev.  C.  W.  D., 
Post-office,  Crediton,  Devon. 

DORSETSHIRE  POULTRY  IM- 
PROVEMENT ASSOCIATION,  OPEN  TO  ALL 
ENGLAND.— The  Annual  Exhibition  of  this  Associa- 
tion wUl  be  held  at  Dorchester,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  27th  and  28th  September  next,  when 
not  less  than  Bight  Pieces  of  Plate,  in  addition  to  the 
Society's  Premiums,  will  be  offered  for  competition. 

From  and  after  the  2Gth  July  instant,  a  JPrize  list 
will  be  forwarded  to  any  applicant,  on  a  stamped 
envelope,  addressed,  and  six  -peanj  postage  stamps 
being  received  by  the  Honorary  Secretary, 

G.  J.  Andrews. 
Dorchester,  22nd  July,  1854. 


T«HE 
JL   PR< 


THOMAS  FRICKER,  Ckane,  Ponltiy,  Pork 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Iieadenhall   Market 
London. 

PURE   WHITE  AYLESBURY   DUCKS— 
1st  Prizes  at  Lincoln,  Bath,  and  Famingham. 
W.  G.  K.  Breavinoton  begs  to  offer  a  few  first-rate 
Birds  from  his  Stock  of  young  Aylesbury  Ducks,  in 
sets  of  One  Drake  and  Two  Ducks,  158.  each/  «  young 
Ducks,  1st  Prize,  Famingham,  One  Guinea  ea^. 

Post-office  Oniers  payable  to  William  G.  K.  Brsat- 
ington,  Vicarage  Farm,  Hounslow,  Middlesex. 


Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

Six  Lines 3s.    Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.    4d. 

Latest  hour  for  Advertisements,  Twelve  o'clock  on 
Monday. 

Yearly  Subscouption,  forthe  stamped  edition.  13s.  ; 
half-yearly,  6s.  6d. ;  quarterly,  3s.  3d. ;  payable  in 
advance. 


Printed  by  William  Bradbury,  of  No.  ISL  Upper  WoburaPUee. 
in  the  Pariik  of  St.  Pancrai,  and  Frederick  UvUctt  Bvan.  of 
No.  27,  VletorU  Street,  in  the  Pariih  of  St.  llMsaret^  St. 


John,  Weitmiaatcr,  both  in  the  county  of  MUi^ms.  PHatoi. 
at  their  Ottee  in  Lombard  Street,  in  the  Pteeinet  of  White- 
"     *    ~"       *"      *    t,aadPnbl 


, ., . nblishedby4han  at  No.  11, 

BouTcrie  Street.  Pleet  Street  t  to  whom  all  Orden  wd  Adw- 
^  •       ••       *•       d  Post«tte«  thden  made 


flriars,  in  the  City  of  London,  and  F 
BouTcrie  Street,  Pleet  Street  t  to  Wuww  w.  '^>"— -  -r-  - 
tiMmenU  mut  be  addreaueia,  and  Post«tte«  thden  i 
Payable.   Wednesday,  Aoput  9, 18M. 
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f(3r  The  Editor  respeotfully  informs  the  readers  of  the  ^*  Poultby  Chsoiucxe,"  that 
the  printiiig  and  publishing  -will  henceforth  be  conducted  by  Messrs.  Bbadbitbi:  &  Eyai^ s, 
11,  Bouvezie  Street,  Fleet  Street,  to  whom  all  Orders  and  Advertisements  must  la  future 
be  addressed,  and  to  whom  Post-Offioe  Orders  should  be  made  payable. 
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—Partridge  Cochins— Gray  Speckled  I>orkinga 
— Tieatment  of  a  Sick  Fowl— Stained  Bill  in  the 
Aylesbury  Duck. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

Cleveland  Agricultural  Society's  Show,  in- 
elnding  Ponltiy,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  17th 
and  18ih  of  August.  Secretary,  Mr.  Thomas 
Farrington.     Entries  are  closed. 

Tottington  Agricultoral  Exhibition,  inclnding 
Foidtry,  at  Tottington,  near  Btuy,  Lancashiie ; 
Friday,  Angast  18th.  Secretary,  Mr.  Eli 
Boberts,  Tottin^n.     Entries  are  closed. 

Boyal  North  Lancashire  Agricoltnral  Society, 
at  Burnley,  August  21st.  Secretary,  Mr.  Q, 
Hunt,  2,  Chapel  Walk,  Preston.  Entries  are 
closed. 

Sonth  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, «r.  D.  Barford,  Esq.  Entries  close  Annist 
19th. 


Keighley  Agricoltnral  Show,  inclnding  Poultry, 
Wednesday,  September  6th.  Secretary,  Wade 
Smith,  Esq.     l^tries  close  August  30th. 

Wellington,  Salop,  Horticultural  and  Poultry 
Show.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September 
6th  and  7th.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Jones,  Esq., 
Church  Street,  Wellington.  Entries  close  Sep- 
tember 1st. 

Bury  and  Eadcliffe  Agricultural  Society,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  at  Badctiffe,  adjourned  to 
Monday,Septemberllth.  Secretary,Mr.  J.  Crosse, 
Market-street,  Bury.    Entries  dose  August  28th. 

Malyem,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  (Jraham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  dose  August  Idth. 

South  Bast  Hants,  at  Fareham,  Tue^y, 
September  1 9th.  Secretaries,  G.  Creed,  Esq. ,  and 
J.  James,  Baq.    Bntries  dose  September  1st. 
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Yeovil,  September  20tlL  Secretary,  John 
(Hyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Ezhibitloii,  in  connexion  with  the 
Northamptonshire  Agrieoltural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  2lBi  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  k  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion, in  coignnction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  21st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Dorsetshire  Poultry  Association's  Annual  Ex- 
hibition, at  Dorchester,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
September  27th  and  28th.  Secretary,  G.  J. 
Andrews,  Esq. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Secretaries,  Messrs.  T.  WoottonandJ.  D.  Muddi- 
man,  Judges*  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  Entries  close 
September  Ist. 

Sparkenhoe  Farmers'  Club,  including  Poultry, 
October  4th  and  5th.  Secretaries,  J.  W.  Tavemer. 
Esq.,  Hartshill,  Atherstone,  and  W.  P.  Dewes, 
Esq.,  Ashby  de  la  Zouche.  Entries  dose  Sep- 
tember Ist. 

South  West  Middlesex  Agricultural  Society,  at 
Southall,  Friday,  October  6th.  Secretary,  Mr. 
John  Q^otelee,  Hounslow.  Entries  close  one 
calendar  month  before  the  show. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  Exhibition,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  Slst 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
ThurnaU,  Mr.  J.  T.  E.  AUen,  Bedford,  and  Mr. 
C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
close  October  1st. 

Cambridgeshire,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  of 
November.  Secreta^,  C.  H.  Crosse,  Esq.,  New 
Square,  Cambridge.     Entries  close  October  11th. 

Norwich  and  Eastern  Counties,  at  Norwich, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  15th  and  16th  of 
November.  Secretary,  C.  Oury,  Esq.  Entries 
close  October  Slst. 

Salisbury  and  West  Counties*  Exhibition  of 
Domestic  Poultry.  Fourth  Annual  Exhibition, 
at  Salisbury,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  21st 
and  22nd  of  November.  Secretary,  T.  Pain,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  10th. 

Reading  Show,   Wednesday,  November  29lh 


and  the  following  day.  Honorary  *  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Beading.  Entries  dose 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Dublin  Amateur  Poultry  Society.  The  Third 
Aimuftl  Exhibition  will  be  held  (tmder  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  B.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council  Booms,  112,  Great  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.     Entries  dose  Nov.  4th. 

South  Durham  and  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire^ 
at  Darlington,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  7th  and 
8th  of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Hodgson.  En- 
tries dose  Nov.  13th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  :  Sixth 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Nottinghamshire  Poultry  Assodation.  The 
Second  Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  South- 
well, Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  l^thuid  20th 
of  December.  Secretary,  R.  Hawkaley,  Jun., 
Esq.     Entries  close  November  21st. 

Isle  of  Wight  Sodety*s  Show,  at  the  Queen's 
Rooms,  Newport,  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  dose 
January  1st. 

We  ahaUfed  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  C<m- 
mUtees  of  Poultry  Shows  wiU  favowr  ua  with 
early  impressions  of  the  Schedvies,  These^  and 
aU  other  coTnmunications  for  the  Editor,  to  be 
addressed  to  *^Monk  Baras,  Hamfpstead,*^ 


"We  hail  it  as  one  of  the  proo&  of  the 
soundness  of  the  opinion  we  expressed  when 
we  began  the  present  work,  that  it  supplied 
a  "want"  in  the  poultry  world,  and  also 
of  the  confidence  reposed  in  us,  tliat  we  are 
constantly  receiving  letters  on  every  subject 
from  amateurs. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  several  com- 
plaining of  having  poultry  stolen,  and 
asking  what  steps  should  be  adopted.  If 
locks  and  bolts  and  a  good  yard-dog  fail  to 
protect  the  feathered  tribes,  we  can  only 
urge  on   the    sufferers   to   take   rigorous 
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measures  for  bringing  one  of  the  offidnders 
to  justice. 

We  belieye  the  morbid  and  maudlin 
philanthropy  that  overlooks  and  excuses 
small  thefts,  is  the  parent  of  more  serious 
offences.  If  those  who  lose  two  or  three 
fowls  of  small  value  will  not  take  pains  to 
discover  and  punish  the  thie^  they  encou- 
rage him,  by  impunity,  to  help  himself  to 
more  valuable  birds.  If  the  juryman 
knowingly  acquits  a  thief  against  evidence, 
because  he  only  took  two  or  three  chickens, 
he  has  none  but  himself  to  blame  if  his 
oheese-store  or  bacon-racks  are  the  next 
sufferers ;  and  the  feeling  of  false  humanity 
that  would  not  punish  a  first  offence,  by  a 
few  weeks'  imprisonment,  is  the  cause  of 
the  transportation  or  penal  servitude  that 
follows  a  more  serious  infraction  of  the 
law. 

Fowls  are  no  longer  the  comparatively 
valueless  things  they  were ;  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  a  neighbourhood  where  there 
are  ten  or  twelve  amateurs,  should  not 
form  a  small  association,  by  the  subscrip- 
tion of  a  guinea  each,  for  the  detection  and 
prosecution  of  depredations  committed  in 
their  poultry-yards.  We  very  much  doubt 
if  the  m6ney  would  ever  be  wanted. 

If  it  were,  and  if  the  local  policeman 
were  unable  to  detect  the  offender,  we 
would  advise  that  application  be  made  at 
once  to  London  for  a  sharp  and  practised 
officer,  to  whom  every  facility  and  infor- 
mation should  be  given.  Patterns  should 
be  taken  of  all  foot-prints,  and  the  marks 
left  in  the  earth  should  be  covered  over. 
Liberal  rewards  should  be  offered  for  the 
recovery  of  the  birds,  for  evidence,  and  for 
detection,  and  the  prosecution  should  be 


rigorously  carried  on.  We  believe  this 
would  not  only  prevent  fowl  stealing,  but  it 
would  improve  the  morality  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. A  baxonet  in  one  of  the  home 
counties  on  succeeding  to  his  estate  found 
that  these  small  thefts  were  the  curse  of 
the  place.  The  men,  three  in  number,  who 
committed  them,  were  well-known,  but 
they  could  not  be  detected.  He  applied  to 
the  police  authorities  in  London,  and  in 
less  than  a  week  they  were  all  in  prison. 
From  that  time  the  neighbourhood  has 
enjoyed  immunity  from  these  depredations, 
not  the  less  injurious  because  they  are 
trifling  in  amount. 

Schedule  of  the  Norwich  Show. 

The  Norfolk  and  Eastern  Counties  asso- 
ciation for  the  improvement  of  poultry, 
open  to  all  England,  wiU  be  held  in  the 
Corn  Hall,  at  Norwich,  on  Tuesday,  Wed- 
nesday, and  Thursday,  November  the  14th, 
15th,  and  16th.  The  president  is  the 
Earl  of  Leicester,  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
the  county.  We  are  informed  hj  the 
schedule  mat  subscribers  of  5s.  will  be 
entitled  to  one  general  or  two  half-crown 
tickets  of  admission ;  subscribers  of  10s.  to 
one  general  and  three  half-crown  tickets ; 
and  subscribers  of  one  guinea  to  one  general 
and  seven  half-crown  tickets,  with  a  recom- 
mendation of  one  pen  for  a  cottager ;  and 
that  the  surplus  funds  will  be  carried  to  the 
account  of  the  association.  The  hours  of 
exhibition  will  be,  on  the  first  day,  from  12 
o'clock  A.M.  until  5  o'clock  p.m. — admis- 
sion, 2s.  6d. ;  on  the  second  and  third  days, 
from  10  o'clock  A.M.  until  4  o'clock  p.m. — 
admission  Is. ;  and  tickets  not  used  on  the 
first  day  wiU  be  admitted  on  either  the 
second  or  third.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  from 
all  stations  on  the  Eastern  Counties  and 
Eastern  Union  Railways,  during  the  hold- 
ing of  the  Exhibition,  at  a  single  fare  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 

5e8                           THE   POULTRY  CHRONICLE. 

the  double  journey— avaikble  only  on 

the 

Game  (Black-breMted  and  other  Beds). 

;   day  of  issue. 

Oau.                                                            $. 

SidL 

PRIZE    LIST. 

19. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

.10 

CldLSSm 

'                 Sharghae  (any  Age  or  Colour). 
A    Sinde  Cock 

.20 
.20 

20. 

21. 
22. 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets ,.  20  . 

.10 

.10 
.10 

Game  (any  other  Ookfotr). 

Cock  and  two  Hens  ....* 20  . 

Cockerel  and  twoPuUetfr. .....  20  . 

Rinfflfi  Hen 

!                  Spakibh  (any  Age  or  Colour). 

1    B    Suurle  Cock   

..20 
..20 

28. 

24. 

MalatsI 

Cock  and  two  Hens , 20  . 

Ooflkerel  and  two  Hens liO  .. 

.  10 
.10 

'          Sinsrle  Hen    

i                  Dorking  (any  Age  or  Colour). 

'    C.   Single  Cock  

..  20 

Poland  (Black  with  White  Crests). 

1          Sincrle  Hen     

..20 

26. 
2(). 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  , 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  . 

.10 

.10    i 

GFame  (any  Age  or  Colour). 

D.  Single  Cock  

..20 

PoLAJip  (Goldep). 

1         Single  Hen    

..  20 

27. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  .. 

.10 

28. 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  .. 

.10 

!                  Hambro*  (any  Age  or  Colour). 

E.  Single  Cock  

..  20 

PoLAED  (SUver). 

Single  Hen    

^HAjrflHAX  (Cinnamon  or  BufF). 

.  20 

29. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  .. 

.10 

80. 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  . 

.  10 

iH, 

2nd, 

Haxbuso  (G^den  PenciUed). 

Clou                                                             ». 

1      1.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

1      2.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 30  . 

». 

..15 
..15 

31. 
32. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

.10 
.  10 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  , 

Hambubg  (Golden  Spangled). 

SHAiraHAE  (Brown  or  Faitndge). 

33. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

.10 

1      8.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

4.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets.^ 30  . 

..16 
..15 

34. 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  ^! 

.10 

Hamburg  (SUrer  PencUled). 

Shanghae  (Wliite). 

36. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ;. 

.  10 

5.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

..  16 

36. 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  . 

.  10 

■      6.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 30  . 

..  16 

Hamburg  (SUver  Spaaed). 

1                          Shakghab  (Black). 

37. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

.10 

'     7.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80. 

..16 

38. 

Cockerel  and  two  PuUets .' 20  . 

.  10 

1      8.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 30  . 

..15 

1                                     BSAHUA  POOTEA. 

39. 

Cock  and  Hen — Four  prizes  :  each  20  .. 

.    0 

!      9.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

..15 

Four  second  prizes  :  each 

M    10 

\   10.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 30  . 

1                                           a 

..15 

Bantams  (Gold  Laoed). 

1                                Spakish. 

40. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

..10 

1    11.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

..16 

12.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 30. 

..15 

Bantams  (Silyer  Laoed). 

41. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

•  V 

DoEKiNGS  (Wliite). 
<    13.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30. 

..15 

Bantams  (White). 

14.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 30  . 

..  15 

42. 

Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

.  10 

DoEKiNOs  (Coloured). 
15.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

..15 

48. 

Bantams  (Black). 
Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

..10 

16.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 30  . 

..  15 

Geese. 

Game  (Wliite  and  PUe). 

44. 

Gander  and  two  Geese 30  .. 

.15 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

..  10 

DuoKS  (White  Aylesbttiy). 

18.  Cockerel  and  two  Hens    20. 

..10 

46. 

Drake  and  two  Ducks  20  . 

..  10    1 

j 
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DgoKB  (Bouen). 

1^.      2nd. 

ClOM.  8.  S, 

46.  Prake  and  two  duq^  .<: 20  ^...  10 

DuoKS  (Any  other  Variety). 

47.  Brake  aikdtvo  Bucks  ......; 20  ...  10 

48.  Cock  and  two  Hens  above  one  year  30  ...  15 

49.  Cock  and  two  Hens  <rf^l854    30  ...  15 

•  NobpolkBrebd. 

50.  Cock  and  two  Hens 40  ...  20 

(Jtjinba  Fowls. 
"5i.  For  the  best  pair 20  ...  10 

52.  FiasoNS. 

A.  Best  pair  of  Carriers      10    0 

B.  ,,         Almond  Tumblers...     7    6 

C.  „         Pouters  and  Croppers    7    6 
B.  „         Baldsy    Beards,  and 

Mottled  Tumblers  5  0 

E.  „         Owls  6  0 

F.  „  Nuns 6  0 

G.  „  Turbits  5  0 

H.  ,,  Archangels 5  0 

I.  ,,         Jacobins 6  0 

K.  „         Fantails 5  0 

L,  ,,"         Trumpeters    5  0 

M.  „         Barbes    5  0 

N.  „         Runts 5  0 

0.  ,,         Bragons 5  0 

P.  ,,  Any  other  new  and 

distinct  variety ...     6    0 

COTTAGERS*    PRIZE. 

Sent  iwt  exceeding  £Sper  annum— Entry  freCf 
on  recommendation  ofSubscnbers  of  One  Ouinea. 
Collection'of  useful  Poultry,  not  less  than 

sixin  number 1  10  0 

8ec(md  prize 110 

Third  prize    0  10  0 

All  entries  must  be  made  on  the  printed  forms, 
which,  with  prize  lists,  may  be  obtained  of  the 
Secretary.  The  last  day  of  entry  will  be  posi- 
tively October  31st. 

AU-  birds  must  be  at  the  place  of  exhibition  on 
Monday,  November  13th,  by  Seven  o'clock  p.nu 
Exhibitors  of  Poultry  to  pay  38.  for  each  pen  ; 
Bantams  2s.,  Pigeons  Is.  The  entrance  fee  to 
be  paid  when  the  entry  is  made,  or  the  pen 
cannot  be  allowed  to  compete. 

Should  all  the.  specimens  entered  in  any  one 
class,.be  thought  by  the  Judges  too  inferior  to 
merit  a  prize,  they  have  power  to  withhold  it. 


In  aU  oases  (where  it  ^can  be  accurately  < 
the  age  should  be  stated ;  in  the  case  of  chickens 
it  is  imperative,  as  in  this  class  a  wrong  state- 
ment of  age  will  be  held  as  a  disqualification. 
The  correct  name  must  be  given  to  aU  specimens, 
and  all  synonymes,  provincial  or  otherwise,  may 
be  added. 

Birds  (shown  for  prizes)  must  be  bond  fide  the 
prot)erty  of  the  exhibitor,  the  discovery  of  any 
wilM  mis-statement  will  exclude  the  exhibitor 
from  all  future  exhibitions;  and  any  prizes  so 
obtained  wiU  be  forfeited. 

Specimens  intended  for  sale  must  have  the 
lowest  price  affixed  (baskets  included).  Birds 
which  have  not  been  successful,  may  be  claimed 
at  the  price  put  upon  them  after  Three  o'clock 
on  the  first  day.  All  sales  must  be  made  through 
the  Secretary.     Ten  per  cent  will  be  deducted. 

High  condition,  beauty  of  plumage,  and  purity 
of  race,  will  be  preferred  above  mere  weight. 
Fowls  with  trimmed  feathers  will  be  excluded 
from  taking  prizes. 

All  Eggs,  laid  during  the  time  the  Birds  are 
in  charge  of  the  Establishment,  will  be  destroyed. 
Exhibitors  are  earnestly  requested  not  to  forward 
Specimens  in  an  unhealthy  state,  as  they  will  be 
rejected. 

All  Fees  or  Gratuities  are  strictly  prohibited, 
and  it  is  requested  that  any  complaint  of  in- 
attention or  incivUity  may  be  immediately  made 
to  the  Secretary. 

The  committee  having  witnessed  the  injurious 
consequences  of  insufficient  cleanliness  in  previous 
Exhibitions,  will  see  that  every  possible  care  and 
attention  be  given  them ;  but  they  will  not  be 
answerable  for  any  losses  tiiat  may  occur  from 
accident  or  mistake.  Ventilation  will  be  es- 
pecially attended  to. 

To  avoid  mistakes.  Labels  will  be  forwarded 
to  be  addressed  in  f^  with  the  Name  of  the 
Exhibitor,  Class,  and  Pen,  to  be  attached  to  each 
package. — Carriage  in  aU  cases  to  be  prepaid. 

The  Eastern  Counties  Eailway  Company  have 
kindly  consented  to  convey  Poultry  from  the 
Exhibition  free  of  Charge  ! 

N.B. — All    communications  to  be  addressed 
(post  paid)  to  Mi.  Chaeubss  Ouey,  Hon  Sec. 
♦ 

Schedule  of  the  Salisbtiry  and  Western 
Connties'  Exhibition, 

The  fottrth  annual  exhibition  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  21st 
and  22nd  of  Koyember* 
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POULTRY  PRIZE    LIST. 

Tlie  Chickens  mmt  all  he  of  1854. 

Spanish. 

la.     2nd. 
Clasi.                                                                $.          $. 

1.  Ooftk  and  two  Hens 80  ...  16 

2.  Cockerel  and  three  PnUets  80  ...  16 

Dorking  (Coloured). 

3.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80  ...  16 

4.  Cockerel  and  tliree  Pullets  30  ...  16 

Dorking  (White). 
6.  Cock  and  two  Hena 30  ...  15 

6.  Cockerel  and  three  Pulleta  80  ...  16 

Cochin  China  (Cinnamon  and  Buflf). 

7.  Cock  and  two  Hens  80  ...  15 

8.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  30  ...  15 

Coc'HiN  China  (Brown  and  Partridge  Feathered). 

9.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  ...  16 

10.  Cock»el  and  three  PuUeta  ..  80  ...  16 

Cochin  China  (White). 

11.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  ...  16 

12.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  80  ...  16 

Cochin  China  (Black). 

13.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80  ...  15 

.     Poland  (Black,  with  White  Cteste). 

i«e. 

CUU8.                                                                            <. 

29.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

30.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  30  . 

2nd. 

9. 

..15    ' 
..15 

..16 
..X6    1 

1 
..  16    . 
..16 

..15    \ 
..16 

..10 

..10 

..10 

..10 

..10    1 

1 
..16    ' 

..16 

.16 : 

..16    i 

..15 
..16    j 

! 

..10 

..10 
..10 

Poland  (Goldw). 

31.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30. 

32.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  30  . 

Poland  (Silver). 

88.  Cock  and  two  Hens  80  . 

34.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  30  . 

Cross  betwkbn  ant  Brbbds. 

Ab  the  croBsing  of  the  breeds  of  poul- 
try may  produce  the  most  valuable 
results,  all  crosses  must  be  particular- 
ised, with  the  pedigree  of  the  races 
from  which  they  sprung. 

85.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80  . 

86.  Cockerel  and  three  PuUets  .........  80  . 

Bantams  (Gohl  Laced). 

87.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

Bantams  (Silver  Laced). 

88.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

Bantams  (White). 

89.  Cock  and  two  Hens 15  . 

Bantams  (Black). 

40.  Cock  and  two  Hens 15  . 

Bantams  (Any  other  Variety). 

41.  Cock  and  two  Hens 15  . 

Gbksb. 

42.  Gander  and  two  Geese 30. 

14.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  80  ...  15 

Malay. 
16.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80  ...  16 

16.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  80  ...  15 

(Jamb  Fowl  (White,  Piles,  Duckwings,  and 
Grays). 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  ...  15 

18.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  80  ...  15 

Game  Fowl  (Black-breasted  and  other  Beds). 

19.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80  ...  15 

20.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets 80       15 

Ducks  (White  Aylesbury). 

43.  Drake  and  three  Ducks    80  . 

Ducks  (Rouen). 

44.  Drake  and  three  Ducks SO  . 

Ducks  (Any  other  Variety). 

45.  Drake  and  three  Ducks    80  . 

Turkeys. 

46.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  . 

Hamburg  (Golden  Pencilled). 

21.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  ...  16 

22.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets 30  ...  15 

Hamburg  (Golden  Spangled). 

23.  Cock  and  two  Hens 80  ...  15 

24.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  80  ...  16 

Hamburg  (Silver  Pencilled). 

26.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  ...  15 

26.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  80  ...  15 

47.  Cock  and  two  Hens  (birds  hatohed 

in  1864)   30. 

Guinea  Fowl. 
49.  For  the  hest  Pair 20  . 

For  ant  other  Distinct  Breed. 

60.  Cook  and  two  Hens 20  . 

61.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets 20  . 

Hamburg  (Silyer  Spangled). 

27.  Cock  and  two  Hens 30  ...  16 

28.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  80  ...  16 
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BULES  AND  EbOULATIONS. 

1.  That  the  snbsorihen  of  5s.  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  card  of  admission,  and  snhsoriberB  of  lOt. 
to  two  cards. 

2.  All  entries  to  be  made  on  or  before  the 
10th  of  November. 

8.  Exhibitors  of  poultry  to  pay  8s.  for  each 
pen. 

i.  The  judges  will  be  empowered  to  withhold 
a  prize  or  prizes  in  any  of  i^e  classes  in  which 
there  is  no  sufficient  merit. 

5.  The  poultry  entered  in  a  wrong  class  will 
be  necessarily  excluded  from  competition  for  the 
prizes. 

6.  The  discovery  of  any  false  statement  as  to 
proprietorship  or  possession  of  fowl,  or  their  age, 
&c.,  will  be  followed  by  the  exclusion  of  such 
specimens. 

7.  The  ages  of  the  specimens  must  be  stated 
as  accurately  as  possible. 

8.  Exhibitors  must  state  a  price  for  all  birds 
that  are  for  sale ;  specimens  that  are  not  for  sale 
must  be  distinctly  so  stated.  Five  per  cent,  will 
be  deducted  from  all  sales  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  exhibition. 

9.  The  exhibition  will  be  open  to  all  England. 

10.  Admission  to  non-subscribers  on  Tuesday, 
after  10  o'clock,  2b.  6d. ;  on  Wednesday,  up  to 
4  o'clock  p.m.,  Is, ;  Children  under  twelve, 
half  price. 

11.  Competent  persons  wiU  be  employed  to 
take  charge  of  the  birds  during  the  exhibition, 
and  all  eggs  will  be  broken  ;  but  the  Committee 
cannot  be  answerable  for  any  losses  that  may 
occur,  either  from  accident  or  mistake. 

12.  The  whole  of  the  poultry  must  be  delivered 
before  1  o'clock  p.m.,  on  Monday,  the  20th  of 
November.  The  hampers,  baskets,  &c.,  must  be 
addressed  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  the  names 
of  the  Exhibitors  to  be  attached,  the  carriage  in 
all  cases  being  previously  paid. 

T.  Pain, 
Hon,  SecrOary* 
Salisbury,  July  20, 1864.    ' 


Poultry  for  Exhibition,  and  Exhi- 
bition Fever. 

Now  that  shows  thicken,  a  few  practical 
hints  on  the  capabilities  of  fowls  for  sup- 
porting these  trials,  and  the  discretion  that 
should  be  exercised,  may  be  worth  the  at- 
tention of  amateurs. 


A  golden  rule  is  to  limit  your  entries  by 
the  number  of  birds  you  possess,  and  notbv 
your  desire  for  success  and  distinction,  if 
you  have  but  two  good  pens  your  entries 
must  be  few  and  far  between.  Few,  because 
a  good  pen  is  always  likely  to  be  success- 
ful, and  consequently  in  aaneer  of  being 
claimed ;  far  between,  that  there  may  be 
time  for  them  to  recover  one  show  before 
another  comes  rn.  Success  is  often  a  very 
Canned  to  the  holder  of  a  small  stock  of 
good  birds.  The  writer  of  this  paper  knows 
more  than  one  instance  in  which  the  hopes 
of  a  breeding  season  have  been  entirely 
destroyed  by  the  success  and  consequent 
claiming  of  a  pen.  But,  as  it  is  hard  to 
have  the  best  birds  and  not  show  them  to 
the  world,  the  only  plan  is  to  put  a  prohi- 
bitory price  on  them.  Twenty  or  thirty- 
pounds  will  not  do ;  follow  the  examples  of 
many  of  the  best  breeders  and  amateurs, 
and  put  five  hundred  pounds.  If  you 
are  sucoessfal,  it  will  prove  your  wis- 
dom :  if  you  pass  unnoticed,  people  will 
lau^h,  but  that  breaks  no  bones.  If  you 
exhibit  with  one  set  only  this  is  imperative. 
If  you  can  conveniently  spare  one,  put  a 
moderate  but  remunerative  price,  say  of 
twenty  or  thirty  guineas.  You  will  always 
find  this  the  best  way  to  sell  your  bircu. 
An  exhibitor  should  always  have  at  least 
three,  or  even  four,  pens  ready.  In  many 
breeds,  especially  Spanish,  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  have  as  many  perfect  birds. 
You  must  then  class  them  to  suit  the  show 
for  which  they  are  intended.  Your  best 
pen  must  be  reserved  for  the  great  meetings, 
and  the  merits  of  the  others  must  mark 
their  places  in  order  among  the  numerous 
shows  from  which  exhibitors  may  choose. 
As  it  is  essential  they  should  always  be 
sent  in  perfect  health,  I  advise  that  when 
they  return  from  any  exhibition  they  should 
at  once  have  medicine,  not  given  the  next 
day  on  a  full  stomach,  but  at  once  on  their 
arrival— a  table-spoonful  of  castor  oil, 
followed  by  pills  for  three  or  four  days. 
After  the  oil  has  operated  feed  them  on 
sopped  bread,  and  by  degrees  return  to 
thejr  original  diet.    Whenever  fowls  have 
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been  from  home,  emd  for  whatever  catue, 
they  should  never  be  tmned  with  the 
others  till  a  probationary  period  has  passed, 
proving  they  have  brought  no  epidemio, 
or  eontagions  eomplaint  with  them.  For 
this  reason  every  yard  should  have  a  dry 
spacious  walk,  especially  and  solely  used 
for  IMs  pur^se,  and  the  exhibition  birds 
should  remain  there  at  least  a  week  after 
their  return.  If,  at  the  end  of  this  time 
tiiey  show  no  symptoib  of  disease  they  may 
run  with  the  ofliers.  I  believe  these  pre- 
cautions will  prevent  oomplauits  about  ex- 
hibition iever.  In  fowls,  as  in  human 
beings,  sudden  ohan^  of  diet  and  habit, 
excitement,  substitution  of  confinement  for 
exercise,  will  cause  derangement  of  the 
system,  and  in  both  the  cure  is  the  same. 
Man,  knowing  this,  takes  preventive  mea- 
sures for  himself,  but  allows  his  feathered 
favourites  to  be  ill  before  he  attends  to 
them,  while  trifling  precautionary  measures 
would  have  prevented  it.  When  shows 
were  first  instituted  they  were  not  as  well 
tmderstood  as  they  are  now,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that,  while  the  best  intentions 
were  eitertained,  the  treatment  was  of  the 
worst.  The  pens  were  too  small,  the  birds 
were  indifferently  attended  to,  and  the 
feeders  were  too  often  mere  labouring  men 
fliiiltless  of  any  practical  knowledge  of  the 
duties  they  undertook. 

The  food  was  whole  barley  ad  libitum, 
and  water  at  discretion.  The  bottoms  of 
tiie  pens  were  covered  with  sawdust,  quJan- 
tities  of  which  were  picked  up  with  the 
com,  and  then  soaked  in  the  crop,  with 
the  water  they  swallowed.  This,  repeated 
three  or  four  days  in  succession,  produced, 
first,  discomfort,  and  then  iUness.  Now, 
men  of  undoubted  ability  as  judges  and 
amateurs  superintend  tae  feeding;  the 
coops  are  roomy;  soft  food  is  given  in 
proper  Quantities,  and  every  care  is  taken 
of  the  birds.  Oke  improvement  is  stiU 
needed,  viz.,  that  the  fowls  in  each  pen 
shall  be  TOOvided  daily,  during  the  exhibi- 
tion, with  a  large  sod  of  growing  grass. 
This,  we  believe,  will  do  away  wim  exhi- 
bition fevers.     But   many  who  are   the 


loudest  to  complain  of  this,  have  tiie'  least 
reason  to  do  so,  because  their  birds  are  not 
in  health  when  sent.  It  will  be  foimd  a 
prize  pen  is  seldom  among  tiie  sufferers ; 
and  it  is  because  the^  are  sent  in  the 
highest  condition.  It  is  partiy  the  secret 
of  their  success,  ahd  the  entire  cause  of 
their  immunity  from  disease.  I  believe  it 
is  true  that  inferior  birds*  are  often  Tiardier 
than  the  higher  bred,  and  will  bear  exhi- 
biting oftener.  Such,  th^,  seeing  the  loss 
is  not  so  ereat  if  injured,  may  be  sent  often ; 
but  the  best  should  never  De  shown  more 
than  once  per  month. 

It  may  be  asked  why  I  speak  of  showing 
inferior  birds,  seeing  they  nave  no  chance 
of  success ;  but  I  must  remark  I  speak  of 
inferior  as  compared  to  the  best,  but  hot  of 
h€id  birds.  Second  anfd  third-rate  birds,  at 
medium  shows,  will  often  get  commanded, 
sometimes  take  a  prize,  and  find  a  pur- 
chaser in  consequence. 

STiiVAirtra. 
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Weeit  it  is  desired  to  train  earri^tis, 
or  any  of  the  other  varieties  of  flj' 
pigeons,  the  following  is  the  most  approve 
manner  of  procedure : — 

Having  procured  the  sort  or  sorts  re- 
quired, l£e  first  thing  is  to  get  them  settled 
or  accustomed  to  their  hew  abode,  this  is 
best  attained  by  procuring  a  few  common 
pigeons  first,  which  are  easily  settled  by 
keeping  them  in  the  loft  for  a  week  or  fort- 
night, and  allowing  them  to  go  into  the  trap 
to  look  about.  These  may  be  frequently 
found  useftd  while  raising  or  first  estab^ 
lishing  a  flight,  and  can  then  be  got  rid  of. 
The  better  sorts  are  very  difficult  to  settle 
in  a  new  home,  and  the  best  are  almost 
impossible  to  retain  at  large,  though  pair- 
ing them  with  mates  already  settied  will 
sometimes  induce  them  to  remain;  there- 
fore it  will  be  found  less  troublesome  to 
retain  young  birds — **  squeakers ;"  but  be 
carefiil  to  have  them  quite  young,  for  if  of 
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a  good  stock,  and  but  once  flown,  they  may 
prove  treacherous.  Perhaps  it  woiild  be 
more  suooessM  where  it  is  desired  to 
raise  a  good  flight  of  flrst-rate  birds,  to 
procTure  dd  ones,  and  bre^  from  them  in  a 
s^arate  loft — ^never  letting  them  out — or 
only  into  a  lathwork,  or  wire  enclosure,  or 
trap,  and  then  to  draft  the  eggs  or  young 
ones  into  Ihe  loft  of  flyers.  But  the  g^ene- 
ralitv  of  flying  pigeons  will  not  require  so 
much  Rouble,  x  oung  birds,  and  even  old 
onesy.  are  frequently  to  be  settled  at  a  &esh 
piace  with. a  little  management,  provided 
they  have  not  been  previously  trained; 
wbereas  the  best  sorts  will  freq[uently  re- 
turn ,  home  on  obtaining  their  liberty, 
though  they  have  been  kept  up  for  twelve 
mopitns  or  more,  and  some  few  even  refuse 
to  bre^  during  their  conflnement.  Very 
wild  pigeons  are  more  difficult  to  reconcile 
than  the  tamer  ones,  though  the  wilder 
generally  make  the  better  homing  birds. 

Whsn  settled,  the  pigeons  should  be 
turned  out,  and  put  on  the  wing  twice  a 
day,  once  early  in  the  morning,  and  again 
in  the  aftemo<m;  when  they  are  thus 
accustomed  to  daily  exercise  they  will  con- 
tinue on  the  wing  for  an  hour  or  two  at  a 
time,  and  after  circling  round  their  home  a 
few  times,  will  start  off  and  take  long 
circuits  of  a  mile  or  two  in  extent,  and 
then  returning  will  take  a  tour  in  another 
direction,  which  is  called  'Agoing  an  end," 
and  is  of  great  use  to  them,  as  well  from 
the  exercise  it  aflbrds  their  wings,  as  in 
keeping  them  in  remembrance  of  their 
homing  faculties. 

Old  birds  it  is  not  advisable  to  train,  as 
they  rarely  make  proflcients,  and  in  case  of 
coming  near  their  former  home  they  will 
frequently  stop  there.  Young  ones  should 
be  trained,  as  soon  as  they  fly  strong,  at 
home ;  the  training  consists  in  taking  them 
a  short  distance  m>m  home,  and  turning 
them  loose  to  find  their  way  back,  the 
direction  being  continually  altered,  and  the 
distance  increased,  till  they  will  at  last 
perform  very  long  j  oumeys.  But  particular 
care  must  be  taken  to  keep  them  in  a  con- 
dition for  flying,  strong,  clean,  and  healthy. 


by  means  of  ^oed  food  and  plenty  of  exer- 
cise, otherwise  they  may  be  one  day 
missing,  though  they  may  have  perform^ 
the  same  journey  before.  It  must  also  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  pigeon  should  be 
properly  conveyed  to  the  ^aoe  of  starting, 
not  cramped  nor  its  plumage  soiled ;  neither 
shoidd  a  pigeon  be  turned  ofl*  with  its  crop 
too  full,  nor  yet  fasting,  or  it  may  become 
exhausted  or  faint.  The  wilder  a  pigeon  is 
the  better  chance  I  think  it  has  of  return- 
ing. It  is  generally  considered  that  a  cock 
homes  quickest  when  driving  to  nest,  and 
a  hen  when  she  is  feeding  squabs,  such 
times  being  mostiy  preferred  for  flying 
ni^t  matches. 

The  way  of  sending  a  letter  is  simply  to 
write  what  it  is  desired  to  communicate  on 
a  piece  of  thin  paper  about  three  or  four 
inches  square,  which,  when  rolled  up,  is 
laid  between  two  of  the  tail  feathers,  wnere 
it  is  secured  by  means  of  a  piece  of  fine 
binding  wire,  which  is  pushed  through  the 
shaft  of  one  or  both  of  the  feathers  ;  their 
vanes  are  then  wrapped  about  the  paper, 
which  is  fastened  by  twisting  the  wire 
round,  so  that  the  pigeon  carries  it  without 
being  in  the  least  moonvenienced  in  its 
flight.  Some  persons,  I  believe,  wind  the 
paper  round  the  leg,  and  fasten  it  with 
worsted.  As  pigeons  on  their  journey  are 
liable  to  many  accidents,  such  as  being 
injured  by  careless  handling,  fatigue,  or  be- 
ing killed  by  guns  or  birds  of  prey,  it  is 
frequently  found  advisable  to  despatch 
several  bearing  the  same  communication, 
and  if  such  is  required  to  be  kept  secret,  it 
may  be  written  in  private  characters  pre- 
viously determined  upon.  Most  pigeons 
when  tossed  (let  off)  for  homing,  circle 
round  several  times,  rise  a  good  height  in 
the  air,  and  then  fly  off  in  the  direction  of 
their  home,  the  better  ones  make  but  a  few 
turns,  and  the  pure  Antwerps  dart  off  in  a 
straight  line,  and  then  make  but  one  turn 
for  home. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  pigeons  find 
their  home  by  sight ;  this  I  consider  an 
error,  for  it  is  impossible  for  a  pigeon  to 
discern  its  home  one  or  two  hxmdred  miles 
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distant,  nor  do  I  think  the  reasoning  and 
calculatinff  powers  of  pigeons  to  be  of  such 
a  high  oroer  as  to  allow  of  their  remember- 
ing, and  consequently  flying  by  waymarks, 
as  some  have  argued.  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
natural  gift  implanted  in  them  by  their 
Maker  purposely  to  guide  them  to  their 
homes.  The  dog,  the  bee,  and  many  other 
animals  have  the  same  faculty. 

My  opinion  is,  that  it  is  a  natural  attrac- 
tion that  draws  them,  and  inclines  them  to 
take  the  right  direction,  and  that  by  prac- 
tice and  cultivation  it  can  be  greatly 
increased  and  strengthened.  I  am  also 
much. inclined  to  believe  that  if  pigeons  are 
well  trained  for  several  generations,  the 
young  ones  have  this  faculty  almost  as  it 
were  by  inheritance ;  some  varieties  have  it 
in  a  higher  degree  than  others,  and  some 
individuals  are  superior  to  others  of  the 
same  variety.  A  high  range  of  hills,  or  a 
fog,  intervening  between  the  bird  and  its 
home,  may  intercept  or  so  interrupt  this 
attraction  or  affinity  as  to  weaken  or  alter 
its  effect  on  the  feelings  or  sensibilities  of 
the  pigeon,  which  will  explain  the  reason 
that  pigeons  are  sometimes  lost  under  such 
circumstances,  though  the  London  pigeons, 
which  are  used  to  a  foggy  state  of  the 
atmosphere,  are  enabled  to  return  through 
it,  but  it  would  then  be  impossible  for  them 
to  see  their  home  or  waymarks  at  a  very 
short  distance ;  besides,  pigeons  will  home 
in  the  dark,  or  else  night  matches  could 
not  be  flown.  I  have  had  my  own  dragons 
come  home  when  it  was  dark,  when  flown 
late  J  yet  those  who  have  witnessed  the 
attempts  of  pigeons  to  settle,  when  they 
have  been  disturbed  at  night,  must  acknow- 
ledge that  though  a  pigeon  can  fly  in  the 
dark,  it  cannot  see  much.  Pigeons  have 
been  known  to  return  to  places  where  they 
had  been  kept,  though  they  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  neighbourhood;  neither  do 
pigeons  search  for  a  new  home  when  theirs 
is,  as  frequently  happens,  entirely  changed 
in  appearance  by  being  covered  with  snow, 
which  they  would  be  likely  to  do  if  sight 
was  the  medium  through  which  they 
knew  it.     A  few  bad-flying  fancy  pigeons, 


Mghtffined  by  the,  to  them,  novel  appear- 
ance, may  be  lost,  but  that  doea  not  prove 
anything. 

Pigeons  while  homing  will  occasionally 
fly  past  their  homes,  which  is  a  curious 
fact,  termed  "overflying  themselves."  The 
Antwerps,  I  have  been  informed,  are  liable 
to  do  so  in  short  journeys.  I  have  seen 
pigeons  in  coming  home  fly  past,  then  turn 
and  descend,  wmch  could  not  happen  if 
they  flew  by  sight. 

Many  other  facts  may  be  collected  to 
prove  that  sight  is  not  the  main  'source  by 
which  pigeons  And  theirhomes.  Sight  may 
assist  them  when  near,  and  also  in  the 
manner  of  their  flying  high  or  low,  to 
avoid  objects  and  enemies,  as  well  as 
in  settling;  otherwise  I  believe  a  pigeon 
might  be  flown  blindfolded.  I  feel  con- 
vinced, and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  power  the  pigeon  has  of  returning 
home  from  a  place  many  miles  distant  from 
where  it  has  ever  been  before,  is  a  natural 
attraction  or  affinity  between  the  bird  and 
its  home,  or  in  other  words,  I  consider  that 
home  is  to  the  pigeon  what  the  nortii  is  to 
the  magnet.  B.  P.  B. 

Judges. 

"Who  can  draw  the  Ime  where  the  amateur 
ends  and  the  dealer  commenoeB."  —  Poultry 
Chron.,  p.  495. 

Who  indeed ! 

The  words  at  the  head  of  this  strike  at 
an  important  result,  arising  from  the  great 
and  general  attention  given  to  poultry. 

Napoleon  on  one  occasion  reproved  Mas- 
sena  for  being  a  robber  (perhaps  of  a  hen- 
roost). 

"  Sire,"  replied  the  soldier, 
'<  Je  suis  un  voleur,  Nous  sommea  des  vo- 
leurs. 

Tu  es  un  voleur.     Vous  etes  des  voleurs. 

II  est  un  voleur.      Us  sont  des  voleurs." 

Looking  to  the  advertising  columns  alone, 
of  the  **  Poultry  Chronicle,"  by  an  altera^ 
tion  of  the  word  voleur  into  aealer,  may 
npt  the  majority  of  present  poultry  keepttra 
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le^y  tolfce  '*  Okroniofe'a"  query  somewhat 
aa  Massena  did, 
I  am  a  dealer.  We  are  dealers. 

Thou  art  a  dealer.      You  are  dealers. 
He  is  a  dealer.  They  are  dealers. 

When  an  "amateur"  parts  with  his 
"surplus"  stoct,  either  of  eggs  or  poultry, 
and  inrites  the  public  to  purchase,  by  ad- 
vertisement, in  this  matter  he  differs  little 
from  the  ** dealer"  who  invites  the  public 
to  purchase  in  another  way. 

Why  limit  the  field  for  obtaininff  such  a 
necessity  as  a  judge?  Appointed  public 
judges  are  out  oi  the  question. 

If  committees  fiied  a  few  standard  rules, 
much  labour  to  judges  and  disappointment 
to  exhibitors  would  Del  saved. 

Why  should  there  not  be  a  "conference" 
of  say  three  or  five  known  judges,  and  let 
thetii  promulgate  decided  rules  for  judging 
birds.  Committees  would  gladly  avail  them- 
selves of  such  a  guide  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  their  ju^es.  This  would  remove  much 
present  uncertainty,  and  exhibitors,  by 
studying  such  a  document,  would  learn 
much. 

Three,  of  many  suggestions  as  to  judges 
themselves,  may  be  given  here : — 

If  possible,  get  four  judges  from  a  dis- 
tance, as  great  a  distance  as  your  funds  will 
ftJlow. 

If  possible,  have  three.  fWe  say  no  "  if 
possible,"  but  "have  three,  and  if  neces- 
sary make  the  prizes  a  little  lower,  or  the 
entry  fee  a  little  higher. — Ed.] 

Publish  their  names  beforehand,  and  give 
them  ftdl  and  ample  time  to  do  their  work. 
The  Editor  of  the  **  Poultry  Chronicle" 
will  be,  probably  has  been,  Oonsulted  by 
committees  anxious  to  obtain  good^  judffes. 
A  list  of  competent  persons  in  various  oia- 
triots  would  be  a  very  useful  memorandum 
on  the  Editor's  table. 


Watch  oarefuUy  the  clouds  and  the  crows 
that  you  may  not  be  caught  unawares. 

Always  take  one  or  more  agricultural 
papers,  for  every  number  will  give  you  in- 
formation which  wiU  benefit  you  dollars. — 
American  Paper. 


Pigeons  and  Babbits,  By  E,  S,  Delamer, 
George  Bontledge  &  Co.,  Farringdon  Street, 
London. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  have  perused 
this  interesting;  little  work ;  it  treats  of  the  dif- 
ferent varieties  of  the  beautiful  creatures,  and 
giyes  excellent  instructions  as  to  their  choice, 
management,  and  profitable  treatment :  nor  has 
the  author  forgotten  them  when  dead,  but  has 
giyen  many  exoellent  receipts  for  their  cooking. 

Mr.  Delamer  has  well  described  the  difference 
between  the  Blue  Bock  and  the  Checquered 
DoTC  house  Pigeons — two  birds  that  are  too 
often  confused.    We  extract  the  following : — 

"There  are  two  very  distinct  varieties  of 
Pigeons,  which  are  kept  in  large  flocks  for  the 
supply  of  the  table.  Some  naturalists  regard 
them  as  separate  species.  The  first  is  the  Blue 
Bock  Dove  {Columba  livid) ;  the  second  is  the 
DoTe-house  Figeon  {^Columba  ajinis,  of  Bljrth). 
Both  are  found  wild,  bi'eeding  independently,  in 
a  state'  of  nature ;  but  the  former  affects  eaTcrns, 
cliffs,  and  rocks,  as  its  resting-place  (whence  its 
name);  while  the  latter  seems  to  prefer  the  inac- 
cessible parts  of  public  buildings,  ruins,  and 
ecclesiastical  edifices, — such  a  home,  in  fact,  as 
the  jackdaw  would  choose." 

Further  he  remarks^— 

"  The  Dove-house  Pigeon  is  much  the  more 
common  inhabitant  of  doyecotes,  is  less  capri- 
cious in  its  sojourn  therein,  and  when  it  betakes 
itself  to  a  state  of  complete  independence,  exhi- 
bits much  less  -dislike  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
man  than  is  shown  by  the  Bock  Doye  under 
similar  circumstances. 

Again,  he  says — 

"  A  main  characteristic  of  the  Columba  livia 
(Blue  Bock  Pigeon),  is  the  absence  of  spots, 
which  are  so  remarkable  a  feature  in  that  of  the 
C,  affinis**  (Checquered  Doye-house  Pigeon). 

The  writer  is  also  particular  in  describing  the 
Stock  Doye  {Columba  anaa)^  as  also  our  other 
natiye  Doyes,  as  the  Bing-doye  {Columba  palum- 
bus)  and  the  Turtle-doye  {Columba  turtur) ;  and 
here,  too,  he  is  careful  to  explain  that  the  com- 
mon tame  Doye,  or  Collard  Turtle  {Columba  ri- 
8oriu8)f  is  not  the  true  Turtle  Doye  as  many 
suppose. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  the  work,  which 
proves  the  author  to  be  a  naturalist,  though  we 
fear  he  is  not  an  experienced  fancier,  as  he  is 
slightly  in  error  with  a  few  of  the  minuter  points 
of  the  fancy  Pigeons. 

We  were  sorry  to  find  no  account  of  the 
Antwerp  Carrier,  and  hardly  any  notice  of  the 
recently-introduced  Toy  Pigeons ;  but  the  book 
teems  with  much  useful  and  amusinginformation. 
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To  the  umateur  we  eovMsu^Lj  reoooanend  iti 
perusal. 

The  teeoxid  part  of  the  work,  on  Babbits,  dis- 
courses of  their  antiq^uity,  uses,  habits,  breeding, 
management,  and  diseases;  much  useful  infor- 
mation  respecting  warrens.  Babbit  courts,  and 
pits;  also  of  Babbit  hutches,  of  which  Mr.  D. 
giyes  an  excellent  design,  which  we  shall  cer- 
tainly adopt  when  we  require  now  ones.  He 
has  giyen  full  instmotions  on  the  points  of  a 
fkncj  Babbit  as  respects  the  earn,  dewlap,  mark- 
ings,  &c.,  as  also  the  regulations  of  a  Babbit 
show.  There  is  one  error  which  we  should  not 
consider  ourselyes  trustworthy  reviewers  if  we 
omitted  to  notice,  and  perchance  the  author  may 
not  take  it  amiss  when  we  call  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  Plough  the  Babbit  is  an  Incisor  mam- 
malia, they  are  nevertheless  not  destitute  of 
molar  teeth — they  do  grind  their  food,  and  we 
are  not  aware  of  any  of  the  Incisors  that  are  des- 
titute of  tiiese  teeth,  but  jwe  believe  many  of 
them,  if  not  all,  are  destitute  of  the  canine 
t6#th. 

We  think,  also,  that  the  anthor  lays  too  much 
stress  on  the  sentence,  that  *'Wet  herbage  is 
deadly  poison."  The  writer  admits  nature  should 
be  our  guide,  and  he  says,  **  It  should  also  be 
remembered  that  the  Babbit  is  naturally  an 
aniinal  of  nocturnal,  or  we  ought  rather  to  say 
crepuscular,  that  is  tmliffht  habits."  Has  then, 
we  would  ask,  the  author  forgotten  that  at  such 
times  the  herbage  is  covered  with  dew?  We 
think  tiiat  Babbit  keepers  generally  are  too  care- 
less of  extremes,  and  we  believe  that  in  ninety- 
nine  cases  out  of  one  hundred  where  the  doe  eats 
her  young  it  is  through  thirst :  our  custom  has 
always  been  to  supply  her  at  kindling  time  with 
a  pan  of  bread  and  milk,  and  continue  it  for  a 
time.  We  have  ourselves  seen  a  doe  leave  the 
young  ones  she  was  eating  when  a  pan  of  water 
was  offered  to  her,  which  she  drank,  and  did  not 
return  to  her  unnataral>repast. 

Apart  from  this  difibrenee  of  opinion,  we  con- 
sider it  the  best  treatiBe  on  the  Babbit  we  have 
read ;  and  therefore,  we  confidently  recommend 
it  to  the  public,  being  sure  the  reader  will  not 
think  his  shilling  miS-spent.  Next  week  we  will 
give  an  extract  from  the  portion  of  the  work 
which  is  devoted  to  Babbits. 


-    Torkshire  Agrieoltnral  Society. 

Thx  meeting  of  this  Society  took  place 
this  year  at  Bipon. 

(ki  enterisog  the  show-groimd  at  11 
o'clock  on  Wednesday,  the  2nd  inst.,  we 
found  no  awards  haa  been  made,  and  in 


vain  did  we  wait  till  1  o'clock,  when  the 
jndges  commenced  their  labours.  We  wore 
mfonned  that  the  delay  arose  fiom  the 
society  at  tiie  last  monient,  beiaog  dis- 
appointed of  one  of  the  judges ;  Imt  sorety 
it  IS  hardly  flEtir  to  the  exhibitors,  to  the 
public,  or  to  the  judges  them^elyes,  to  defer 
until  so  late  an  hour,  the  commencement  of 
what  ought  to  haye  been  done  before  the 
company  were  admitted. 

The  class  of  old  birds  in  Spanish  was  yery 
good  oonaidjaring  the  season  of  the  year ; 
the  chickens  yery  poor. 

Dorkings  as  at  Lineoln,  came  oat  well, 
and  the  ohickens  were  yery  superior. 

In  Cochins,  Mr.  Duesbery  stood  as  usual 
first,  Mr.  Hustler  second,  both  soodpensof 
birds.  In  Cochin  chickens,  Mr.  Barker  was 
successful,  with  the  beautifdl  birds  thiait  a 
few  weeks  ago  carried  off  the  first  prize  at 
Walton. 

In  the  other  classes  there  was  nothing  to 
call  for  any  particular  remark,  if  we  exce^ 
Mrs.  Eidlers  beautlfal  peu  of  Aylesbury 
ducks,  and  Mrs.  Wetherell's  pen  of  teia 
Dorking  chickens  in  the  extra  poulti^, 
eyidenw  descended  from  Lord  Kill'is  breed. 

The  Bev.  B.  Pulleine,  Mr.  Jolly  of 
Acomb,  and  Mr.  Braddock  of  York,  were 
the  ju^es. 

In  conclusion,  ere  another  meeting  we 
think  some  improyements  might  be 'made 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  classes,  and  also 
in  regard  to  the  care  of  the  poultry  whilst 
being  exhibited :  289  pens  were  entered. 
Below  we  giye  the  prize  list : — 

POULTRY. 

Best  Spanish  cock  and  two  hens,  SOs.,  to  llr. 
Frederick  Powell,  Knaresbro';  ^id,  10s.,  to 
ditto.  The  other  specimens  shown  by  Mr.  G. 
Hustler,  Appleton;  Mr.  James  Dizt»n,  Westbrook  , 
Place,  Bradford ;  Mr.  B.  J.  Bentiey,  West  < 
Honse^  Botheram ;  Mr.  J.  Powell,  EBareebro' ; 
Mr.  J.  M.  Thompson,  Dewsbnry;  Hon.  A. 
StonrtoB,  AUerton,  wereoommendedL     8  entries. 

Best  three  Spanish  diiokens,  20b.,  to  Mr.  Titos 
Bennett  Stead,  Leeds.     7  entries. 

Best  Dorking  eodL  and  two  hens,  20b.,  to  Mrs. 
T.  Parker,  Astiey  Hall,  Chorley ;  2nd,  lOs.,  to 
ditto.    Hon,  A.  Stonrton,  AUerton,  Enaiesbro' ; 
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lb*.  GF. 'Hnstier^   Apt)letoi,  eomateuML      18 
€n1ofes* 

Best  thiee  Daklngcluokeiua,  20&,  to  lbs*  Jane 
WesthoHl^  Kirk  Bridge,  Iterlington ;  Mr.  C. 
M.  Svarlareck,  Tliuri>k,  oominended.    25  entriea. 

BeKb  CooluaChma  cock  and  two  kens,  20s.,  to 
Mr.  W.  D.  T.  Duestery,  Skelton  HaU,  York ; 
2nd,  IQs.,  .toMr.  George  Hustler,  Appleton, 
Tadcaster.     7  entries. 

Best  three  CocMn  China  chickens,  20s.,  to  Mr. 
T.  H.  Barker,  Hovingham ;  Mr.  Geo.  Hnstler, 
Appleton,  Tadcaster ;  Mr.  W.  D.  T.  Dnesbery, 
Bketton,  York;  Mr.  J.  H.  Smith,  Sk«lton 
Grange,  York,  commended.  18  entries. 
'  B«btr  Malay' eeck  and  two  hens,  20s.,  to  Mr. 
David   finsM^   Morton,  Ifiddtesbfo'-on-Tees.  8 


^Pes|igam«cqikaiidtwohens^  208.,  to  Mr.  James 
Dix<Hii,  Westbrook  Place,  Bradford ;  2nd,  10s., 
toMjr.  John  Watson,  Knaresbro*.     21  entries. 

Best  three  game  chickens,  20s.,  to  Mr.  David 
Smith,  Guiseley,  Otley ;  Mr.  Thos.  Craven, 
Manningham,  Bradford;  Mr.  J.  H.  Smith, 
Stelton  Grange,  York ;  Mr.  E.  Allison,  jnn., 
l^rk  HalL  Chorley,  commended.     22  entries. 

Best  golden  pheasant  cock  and  two  hens,  208., 
Id  Mr.  Bdwin  EdcKSon,  Headingly,  Leeds  ;  2nd, 
lO^vtoMr.  J.  DixQD,  Westbrook  Place,  Brad- 
find  s  Mr*  A.  Qoodman,  Gledhow  fionse,  Leeds, 
oomatoded*  >19  entries. 

Best  thiee  golden  pheasant  diickeps,  20s.,  to 
Mr.  Alfred  Goodman,  Gledhow  Honse,  Leeds. 
6^  entries. 

Best  silver  pheasant  cock  and  two  hens,  20s., 
tor  Mr.  D.  Hume,  Marton,  Middlesbro*-on-Tees  ; 
.2nd,' 10s.,  to  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  Hog  Holes, 
Keighley  ;  Mr.  H.  Beldon,  Bradford,  commended. 
13  entries. 

Best  three  silver  pheasant  chickens,  208.,  to 
Mr.  Joseph  Tuley,  Keighley  ;  Mr.  John  Mitchell, 
Hog.  Holes,  Keighley ;  Mr.  Thos.  Craven,  Man- 
nkigham  HaU,  Bradford;  Mr.  C.  Dearlove, 
Preston  Junction,  Yarm,  commended^  15 
entries. 

Beet  chitteprat  or  Condcan  cock  and  two  hens, 
20e.,  to  Mr.  James  Dixon,  Westbrook  Place, 
Bradford ;  2nd,  10s.,  to  Mr.  H.  A.  Harrison, 
Lindrick,  Ripon ;  Mr.  James  Dijton,  Westbrook 
Place,  Bradford,  commended.    8  entries. 

Best  Poland,  any  variety,  with  or  without 
ruffis,  cock  and  two  hens,  20s.,  to  Mr.  J.  Conyers, 
jnn.,  Leeds ;  2nd,  10s.,  to  ditto.    3  entries. 

Best  cock  and  two  hens  of  any  breed  or  eross, 
208.,  to  Mr.  J.  Buckley,  Desford,  Leicester ;  2nd, 


10s.,  to  Mrs.  T.  Ptoker,  Astlsy  HaU»  Charley. 
6  entries. 

Best  three  chickens  of  any  breed  or  cross,  20s., 
to  Mr.  W.  Duckworth,  Addingham,  Otley.  14 
entries. 

Best  cock  and  three  hens,  black,  white,  or  any 
other  variety  of  bantams,  20s.,  to  Mr.  J.  Dixon, 
Westbrook  Place,  Bradford ;  2nd,  10s.,  to  Mr. 
W.  Duckworth,  Addingham.     18  entries. 

Best  cock  of  any  breed  or  cnoss,  208.,  to  Mr, 
B.  Eddison,  Headin^y,  Leeds  ;  Mr.  W.  Gleaalyy, 
Carlton  Miniott,  Thirsk,  commended.  16 
entries. 

Best  pair  of  hens  of  any  breed  or  cross,  20s., 
to  Mr.  C.  Mason,  Dishforth,  Thirsk.    11  entries. 

Best  gander  and  goose,  20s.,  to  Mrs.  T. 
Parker,  Astley  Hall,  Chorley ;  2nd,  10s.,  to  Mr. 
£.  Alison,  jun..  Park  HaU,  Chorley ;  Mr.  B. 
Eddison,   Headingley,    Leeds,    commended.      8 


Best  drake  and  two  ducks,  20s.,  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Fidler,  Stokesley ;  2nd,  10s.,  to  Mr. 
J.  W.  Scriven,  Throstle  Nest,  Otley ;  Mr.  B. 
Alison,  jun.,  Park  Hall,  Choriey,  commended. 
17  entries. 

Best  Turkey  cock  and  hen,  20s.,  to  Mr.  B.  J. 
Bentley,  West  House,  Botherham ;  2nd,  10s.,  to 
Mr.  J.  Conyers,  jun,,  Leeds ;  Mr.  B^  J.  Bentley, 
West  House,  Botherham,  commended.   9  entries. 

EXTRA  POULTRY. 

1st,  Mrs.  Jane  Wetherell,  Kirkbridge,  Dar- 
lington, ten  Dorking  chickens  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Henry 
Peckett,  Carlton  Husthwaite,  Thirsk,  three  white 
Aylesbury  ducks,     i  entries. 


The  Highland  and  Agricoltnral  Soefoty 
of  Scotland. 

Tms  Society  held  their  show  on  Thtirs- 
day,  the  Srdinst.,  at  Berwick  upon  Tweed. 
Knowing  the  excellent  arrangements 
of  the  society,  in  general,  we  went 
there  with  the  full  expectation  of  a  rich 
treat  in  the  poultry  department ;  but  judge 
of  our  surprise  on  referring  to  the  catalogue 
to  find  but  eighty-seven  entries  altogether, 
and  not  above  half  of  those  had  put  in  their 
appearance,  and  they  but  very  poor  speci- 
mens of  their  respeotive  breeds,  if  we  except 
two  pens  of  Spanish  belonging  to  Mr.  Battle, 
of  Haddington,  and  they  were  uaf  octunately 
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disqaaHfied  from  some  error  in  entezing 
tiiem. 

We  do  not  add  a  prize  list,  as  there  was 
really  nothing  to  note. 

♦  ■ 

County  of  Durham  Agrionltnral  and 
Poultry  Exhibition. 

The  annual  gathering  of  the  ahove  so- 
ciety took  place  at  DaxJJngton,  on  Friday, 
the  4th  instant,  and,  notwithstandiog  the 
cold,  dark,  unseasonable  day,  was  attended 
by  all  the  ^lite  of  the  neighbourhood.  I 
shall  not  enlarge  upon  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  various  specimens  of  cattle  on  the 
show  ground,  but  proceed  without  more 
to-do  with  that  particular  branch  to  which 
your  pages  .are  devoted.  The  show  of 
poultry,  so  far  as  regards  numbers,  was  by 
no  means  large,  but  this  may  be  easily 
accounted  for,  owing  to  the  small  amount 
of  prizes  oflfered  by  the  society;  a  ten- 
shilling^ra^  prize  and  a  five  shimn^  second 
for  old  birds  are  sums  scarcely  likely  to 
improve  or  extend  the  rearing  of  a  long 
neglected  and  valuable  description  of  farm 
produce.  The  quality,  however,  as  a  whole 
might  very  successiully  vie  with  many 
exhibitions  of  considerably  more  extent. 

In  the  black  Spanish  class  (cock  and  two 
hens)  there  were  six  entries.  The  first 
prize  was  won  by  capital  birds  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Lightroot,  of 'Newcastle,  whose 
yard  has  often  been  successful  in  all  our 
north  country  shows  ;  Ihe  same  gentleman 
carried  off"  the  chicken  prize  also  in  this 
class  with  birds  of  great  promise ;  I  say 
promise  as  there  is  no  other  description  of 
chickens,  in  my  opinion,  which  so  often 
disappoint  the  hopes  of  their  owners. 

Dorkings  were  next  on  the  list,  and  in 
all  the  shows  I  have  witnessed  I  never  saw 
the  class  of  this  best  of  English  fowls  so 
well  represented ;  the  old  bims  were  large, 
square,  magnificent  specimens,  and  the 
prize  was  triumphantly  won  by  Mr.  Stock- 
dale  with  a  pen  of  birds  fit  to  be  exhibited 
at  any  show  in  the  country.  The  superi- 
ority of  this  class  may  be  imagined  when  a 
lot  of  birds  whose  pen  was  adorned  with 


ieven  prizes  of  first  and  second  degrees  was 
neither  placed  first  nor  second,  and  this, 
too,  by  one  of  the  first  judges  in  the  coun- 
try, viz.,  Mr.  Trotter,  of  Bywell,  near 
Newcastle,  the  author  of  a  "Treatise  on 
Poultry."  The  chickens  in  this  t^lass  were 
also  highly  meritorious,  and  some  grays 
from  Lord  Hill's  stock  were  very  much 
admired.  I  think  that  they  will  always 
fall  short  in  that  most  requisite  of  points, 
viz.,  weight,  when  compared  with  others  of 
this  variety;  still  the  beautiful  feather 
thev  carry,  combined  with  compact  shape, 
will  always  make  them  great  favourites, 
especially  with  the  ladies,  whose  praises 
this  day  were  so  lavishly  bestowed  as  to 
make  a  single  man  almost  wish  he  had  been 
a  Dorking. 

Our  friends,  the  Cochin  Chinas,  were 
next  on  the  roll,  and,  of  all  the  classes, 
were  the  worst  represented.  I  feel  with 
regret  how  much  has  been  sacrificed  for 
colour,  and  look  in  vain  for  those  good, 
square,  short-legged  specimens  some  few 
years  ago  shown  by  Funchard  and  other 
lovers  of  the  "darks:"  and  we  have  now  a 
lean,  long-legged  brute,  possessing,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  scarcely  a  single 
property  belonging  to  one  of  tiie  most 
valuable  descriptions  of  poultry  now  known 
in  this  country.  In  the  old  class  there  was 
only  one  bird  of  any  pretensions,  and  that 
was  the  cock  in  the  wmning  pen,  and  if  he 
only  was  a  shade  more  even  in  colour  on 
his  saddle  he  would  then  be  a  bird  of  first- 
rate  pretensions.  Only  one  pen  of  chickens 
out  of  the  eight  shown  had  the  least  merit, 
and  for  these  the  prize  was  deserved,  as 
tiiey  really  were  goad. 

There  were  six  entries  for  game,  the 
prize  was  won  by  a  first-rate  pen  of  reds  in 
fair  condition,  considering  tne  season  of 
the  year :  and,  when  talking  of  the  "  season 
of  the  year,"  we  must  remark  that  the 
whole  of  the  "adults"  showed  unmistake- 
able  signs  of  moult,  some  so  much  as  to  be 
perfecuy  ragged,  not  only  spoiling  their 
general  appearance,  but  reflecting  a  Httle 
on  tiie  good  taste  of  their  owners  £or  send- 
ing them* 
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6ome  of  tlie  north  oountry  shows  have  a 
syBtem  of  jumbling  the  Hamburgs  all  up 
into  one  class,  making  the  spangled  and  pen- 
cilled varieties  come  into  individual  rivalry. 
A  custom  can  scarcely  be  conceived  more 
likely  to  bother  a  judge,  and  give  great  dis- 
Batisfection  to  the  public  generally;  the 
varieties  are  quite  as  distinct  as  any  other 
desoription  of  poultry,  and  should,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  be  arranged  in  two  classes. 
The  first  prize  was  won  by  the  famed  Mr. 
Dixon,  of  Bradford,  with  a  pen  of  splendid 
spangled  birds,  all  his  rivals  being  pen- 
ciUed ;  and  this  decision  of  the  judge  gave 
the  greatest  public  dissatisfaction,  and 
simply  for  this  reason — ^nine  tenths  of  the 
company  were  perfectly  unacquainted  with 
the  relative  merits  of  either  class,  and 
judged  simply  from  the  general  appearance 
of  3ie  birds,  which,  with  them,  was  im- 
mensely in  favour  of  those  beautiful  birds 
the  pencilled  Hamburgs — another  instance 
of  the  foolish  custom  of  arranging  them  in 
one  class.  This,  however,  was  avoided  in 
the  silver  varieties ;  but  by  some  peculiar 
freak  hardly  intelligible  the  class  was  for 
*  *  silver  pheasants,"  and  the  one  immediately 
following  was  for  **Chittepratts."  Now, 
I  have  cuways  believed,  and  do  believe  still 
that  the  latter  is  only  the  pencilled  variety 
of  the  former,  and  never  yet  **fell  foul"  of 
one  of  these  Chittepratt  fanciers  who  could 
explain  where  the  difference  is,  and  I 
therefore  set  it  down  as  a  northern  pro- 
vincialLsm  not  to  be  recognised  in  the  more 
advanced  schools  of  the  south.  In  this 
instance,  however,  it  had  a  good  result,  as 
it  saved  this  class  the  same  jumbling  to 
which  their  golden  brethren  had  to  submit. 
The  prizes  in  each  class  were  well  competed 
for  by  good  specimens  of  each  variety. 

The  remaining  pens  were  worthy  of  no 
particular  remark,  with  the  exception  of 
the  geese  and  ducks,  the  former  of  which 
were  magnificent  specimens  of  the  Toulouse 
variety,  and  the  latter  all  that  could  be 
desired.    Of  white  Aylesbury  the  drake 

ifrom  Lord  John  Scott's  stock)  was  a  noble 
'eIU)W,  and  would  have  shamed  a  i9.oderate- 
sized  goose  out  of  his  stoical  temperament. 


The  following  is  the 

PRIZE   LIST. 

Spanish  (cock  and  two  hens).' — 1st  prize,  Mr. 
W.  Lightfoot,  Shieldfield,  Newcastle  ;  2iid  prize, 
ditto.  Chickens. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  W.  Lightfoot, 
Shieldfield,  Newcastle. 

Dorkings  (cock  and  two  hens). — Ist  prize,  Mr. 
Thomas  Stockdale,  Hilton,  near  Yarm ;  2nd 
prize,  Miss  Wood,  Stanwick  Park,  Aldborough. 
Chickens. — 1st  prize,  H.  J.  Spearman,  Esq. 

CooHiN  China  (cock  and  two  hens), — 1st  prize, 
Mr.  W.  Marshall,  Darlington.  Chickens. — Ist 
prize,  Mr.  R.  Benson,  Darlington. 

Qame  (cook  and  two  hens). — 1st  prize^  Mr.  J. 
Dixon,  West  Brook  Place,  Bradford.  2nd  prizej^ 
Mr.  John  Charlton,  Newcastle.  Chickens. — 
1st  prize,  Mr.  A.  Q-.  Grey,  jun.,  Newcastle. 

Golden  Pheasant  (cock  and  two  hens). — 1st 
prize,  Mr.  James  Dixon,  Westbrook  Place,  Brad- 
ford. Chickens. — 1st  prize,  Mr.  Webster,  Kel- 
loe,  near  Ferryhill. 

Silver  Pheasant  (cock  and  two  hens).— 1st 
prize,  Mr.  D.  Hume,  Marton,  Middlesbrongh ; 
2nd  prize,  Mr.  Thomas  Dobbing,  Caldwell. 

Chittepratt  or  Corsioan  (cock  and  two  hens). 
— 1st  prize,  Mr.  J.  Dixon,  Westbrook  Place, 
Bradford ;  2nd  prize,  N.  Plews,  Esq.,  Darling- 
ton. 

Cock  and  two  hens  (any  breed  or  cross). — 1st 
prize^  Miss  Wetherell,  Eirkbridge ;  2nd  prize, 
Mr.  D.  Hume,  Marjx)n. 

Chickens  (any  breed  or  cross). — 1st  prize, 
Miss  Wetherell,  Kirkbridge,  Darlington. 

Bantam  (cock  and  three  hens — any  variety). — 
1st  prize,  Mr.  A.  G.  Grey,  jun.,  Newcastle. 

Cock  (any  breed). — 1st  prize,  Mr.  Charles 
Dearlove,  Preston. 

Gbbsb  (gander  and  goose). — ^Mr.  T.  Stock- 
dale,  Hilton,  near  Yarm. 

DuoKS  (drake  and  two  ducks). — Ist  prize, 
Bdward  Pease,  Esq. ;  2nd  prize.  Miss  Wetherell, 
Kirkbridge. 

Turkeys  (cock  and  hen). — 1st  prize,  Miss 
Blackett,  Low  Shipley. 


The  Ponltry-Judge. 

(Continued  from  page  660.) 

To  continue  my  narrative  of  the  naked 
truth,  and  my  experiences  as  poulta-y  judge, 
I  must  say  my  trials  were  not  confined  to 
those  I  encountered  out  of  doors.    I  was 
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lanffhed  at  by  iny  "wile  for  my  assiduity  in 
readiiigy  and  haft-soolded  by  ber  for  my 
extravagance  in  buying  every  book  I  oonld 
meet  vmk  that  treated  on  tne  subjeet.  I 
was  dkposed  to  be  aogry,  but  that  feeling 
was  dissipated  by  a  prattler  who  got  on 
my  knee  to  ask  me  to  put  on  my  ^eat  wig 
and  &ock  like  the  old  man  in  the  picture  in 
our  room)  aJluding  to  the  portrait  of  an 
eminent  judge  in  ms  robes. 

£ut  there  is  a  term  to  everything,  and 
the  day  approached  for  me  to  leave  home 
for  my  arduous  duties.  I  had  to  pass  through 
London.  When  I  arrived  at  Euston  Square 
to  take  my  place  in  the  train  that  would^oon- 
vey  me  to  my  destination,  I  felt  somewhat 
fearful  lest  I  should  not  be  able  to  preserve 
my  incognito ;  I  therefore  put  up  the  collar 
of  my  coat,  and  puUed  my  cap  over  my 
eyes.  I  confess  to  a  feeling  of  oisappoint- 
ment  at  the  apparent  unconcern  of  all  em- 
ployed at  the  station.  There  were  no  large 
boards  or  notices  to  inform  the  public  there 
was  an  exhibition  coming  off;  the  train 
was  composed  of  the  usual  number  of  car- 
riages, and  when  the  porter  asked  where  I 
was  gdng,  he  was  content  to  look  at  my 
ticket,  and  took  no  notice  of  me.  Truth 
said,  no  such  great  thing  after  all ;  conceit 
said,  you  have  played  your  cards  well,  and 
you  are  not  recognised.  Every  carriage 
was  fall;  ah,  said  I,  just  like  railways! 
they  know  there  is  no  other  conveyance, 
and  they  affect  a  proud  indifference  they  do 
not  feel.  I  also  felt  how  careful  I  must  be 
not  to  betray  myself  while  travelling.  I 
resolved  to  be  silent  during  the  whole 
journey,  and  glean  what  I  could  from  those 
who  were  doubtless  on  the  same  expedition 
as  myself,  though  not  in  the  same  capacity. 
I  drew  myself  up  in  a  comer,  and  felt 
secure.  I  was  surprised  to  hear  no  crowing 
of  cocks,  but  I  consoled  myself  with  the 
reflection  they  had  been  sent  by  eaxHer 
trains.  As  usual  it  was  some  time  before 
there  was  any  conversation,  but  when  it 
began  I  was  somewhat  mortified  to  find 
they  talked  of  everjrthing  but  poultry.  My 
mystification  continued,  ana  long  ere  I 
reached  my  atoppisg^plaoe  1  was  alone  in 


theoaidage.  .Common  sense sfdd, yon hsTe 
formed,  erroneous  (^[onions,  of  yovx  import- 
ance, and  that  of  poultry;  j^ide  said,  the 
judges  go  first,  and  the  spectator  follow*  • 

But  I  arrived  at  the  station,  A  email 
drizzling  rain  was  falling,  and  two  or  tibsoe 
tired  and  slee^  ^rtsrs  were  standing 
about,  oonva^ing  with  the  driver  of  a  soli- 
tary car.  ' '  Ticket,  air,"  said  an  olS.oial  with 
a  lantern,  opening  the  dixor,  f'ls  ihsa»  anr 
one  or  any  conveyance  waiting  for  me, ' 

ask  I,  **for  Mr. ,"    "I  don't  see  atnjr 

one,"  said  the  man,  and  ooititinned  his 
business.  I  left  the  carriage,  and. when 
my  luggage  was  got  out,  as£ed.  thedriyi^r 
of  the  car  if  he  .was  aent  fi>r  me.  Ho 
looked  hard  at  me,  grinned,  and  said,  *'not 
for  me  in  particular,  but  he  would  be  ha^pj 
to  take  me."  The  hard  looks  of  the  £«r- 
ters,  and  the  easy  assurance  of  this  man» 
dispelled  the  last  iUusioii  of  my  leuioiei 
importance. 

Before  I  proceed  any  farther  in  my  nar- 
rative of  eiqperienoes,  let  me  give  one  oi 
them  for  the  benefit  of  all  future  judgesi. 
A  single  judge  in  a  town  is  like  a  siaglA 
policeman  or  soldier  in  the  stneets  of  l^caii^n. 
Me  must  get  out  of  the  way  of  a  lu»ae  or 
carriaee  on  pain  of  being  run  over ;  bat„  if 
several  are  together  in  file,  then  all  carriages 
must  stop.  Due  re^ct  is  paid  to  them. 
So,  if  three  judges  go  to  three  differeni 
hotels,  each  amounts  only  to  a  sojoumorat 
his  stopping-place ;  but  if  the  three  go  to 
the  same  house,  tiiey  beoome  impoztant, 
have  a  room  assigned  to  them,  and  the 
judges  are  talked  of. 

I  might  still  have  lived  happy  in  my 
illusions,  and  the  public  woula  probably 
havo  been  spared  this  paper,  had  any  one 
published  some  time  since  the  reanlt  ojj^, 
their  trials,  failures,  and  disappointments 
as  I  do  now. 

It  is  very  difficult  for  a  man  to  give  up 
at  once  an  importance  he  has  been  wilfaUy 
believing  in  and  nursing  for  a  week ;  and 
during  my  short  ride  irom  the  station  to.the 
hotel  I  had  easily  recovered  my  equanimity, 
shall  I  sa^  my  oonceit,  and  had  satisfaotorily 
explainea  to  myself  all  that  had  occurred. 
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Mjr  comlbpfc  yinas  short-lived ;  I  had  wAt- 
ten,  as  Bocm  as  I  was  appoixtted,  to  bespeak  a 
bed,  and  had  Uamed  myg^  for  not  taking 
a  sittinjg^-rcKmL  at  the  saane  lime;  it  was 
notj  however,  necessary.  A  man,  half 
boots,  half  osder,  came  to  take  my  luggage, 
ittid  a^ked  me  if  I  was  going  to  stop  tnere. 
I  mqnired  of  a  waiti^-maid  if  I  eonld 
have  a  private  room ;  I  naturally  l^nght 
th^  coffee  rtom  would  be  ftOl  of  townsmen 
and  exhibitors  anxious  to  see  the  judge, 
atid  get  into  conversation  with  him.  Ima- 
^tee  my  surprise  when  the  girl  said,  "you 
can  have  one  if  you  like,  but  the  conee- 
i^oom-is  empty;'  there  is  no  one  there." 
Common  sense  here  won  the  contest, 
and  cdneeit  and  pride  fled  to  return  no 

My  mind  was  fiilly  made  up,  seeing  I 
knew  little'  of  shows,  to  hold  my  peace 
when  m  ectopany  with  fellow  judges  and 
officials,  and  to  glean  from  them  all  the  in- 
fohttatSoh  I  eould.  But  it  was  written  I 
^uld  be  cured  of  all  my  false  ideas,  and 
thai  all  my  previsions  lihould  be  set  at 

"Vflien  tiie  secretary  of  the  show  came  to 
me  some  time  afterwards,  he  told  me  he  was 
anxiously  waiting  my  arrival  to  ask  my 
advice  relative  to  some  difficulties  that  had 
octsurfed,  and  which,  he  doubted  not,  my 
j^raotical  experience  would  enable  h\m  to 
nteiDVB.  I  would  fain  have  entrenched 
myself  behind  generalities,  but  he  was  one 
or  thoii^  men  who  insist  on  a  direct  answer, 
altliough  their  questions  are  put  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  anord  no  index  to  their  own 
opinions.  I  did  my  best  not  to  commit 
myself,  but  we  soon  differed,  and,  as  I  con- 
stantly yielded  to  him,  finding  he  knew 
more  than  myself,  I  felt  I  had  lost  ground 
in  Ms  opinion,  and  that  he  rated  my  know- 
ledge very  low  indeed.  After  one  of  those 
long  periods  of  silence  so  painful  to  all 
parties,  he  left,  saying  he  would  meet  me 
m  the  yard  at  half-past  seven.  We  had 
not  been  sufficiently  cordial  for  him  to  teU 
me  who  my  colleagues  were.  I  was  full  of 
misgivii^,  had  little  confidence  in  myself, 
and  went  to  bed  ill  at  ease. 


Doable  comb,  firmly 
fixed  on  the  head,  not 
inclining  to  either  side. 
White  deaf-ear.  Hackle 
qnite  wMte^  without 
spots.   Body  aocTUfttely 


Eddbitibn  Fowls. 

VO.  III. 

VT  PXRlflSSIOlr  VSOM  BAlttS  *^'tOWLS.*' 

HAMBBO*  FOWLS. 

Pencilled, 

COCKS. 

Double  comb,  foil  of 
jKmits,  ending  in  a 
large  one  at  the  end 
turned  up.  No  hollow 
in  the  centre  of  it. 
White  deaf-ear.  Ample 

tail,  foundation  colour  pencilled,  each  feather 
black,  but  the  sickle  beingdistinctlyinarked. 
feathers  sUvered  at  the  Amj^e  tail 
edge. .  White  body, 
save  sometimes  a  litl^e 
spotting  towards  the 
lender  parts,  or  a  chest- 
nut patch  on  the  wing. 

Gold  same  as  silver,  substituting  yellow  for 
white,  except  in  the  deaf-ear,  whidi  should  be 
white  in  both  varieties. 

Imperative  RviUi, 
Ample  florid  double  combs  ;  white  deaf^'San  ; 
taper  blue  legs.      Yeiy  cheeij^  oarriage.    Size 
and  weight  are  not  essentiaL 


Xy  Vnold  Toby's  Poultry  Yard. 


lA^VBS  VBOK  HY  SENZIMBNIAL  JOUBNET. 

"Pey'thee,  Corporal  Trim,"  said  my 
Uncle  Toby,  filling  his  pipe,  and  eyeing 
with  great  complacency  the  Sebright  Ban- 
tams, "piy'thee,  Trim,  what  success  dost 
thou  look  for,  at  the  poultry  show  ?" 

"  None  at  all,  an'  please  your  honour," 
said  the  corporal,  dejectedly. 

"How,  why,  wherefore?"  rejoined  my 
uncle,  looking  inquiringly  at  Trim's  face.- 
<<Thou  knowest,  coiporal,  that  our  breed 
is  of  the  purest — ^the  birds  are  unexception- 
able— and  the  tail  of  each  Bantam,  Trim, 
which  thou  well  knowest  is  the  most  im- 
portant as  it  is  the  most  difficidt  point  to 
obtain  correct,  is  of  a  clear  ground  colour ; 
aye,  and  well  laced  into  the  bargain :  it  is, 
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alsO)  long,  and  the  feathers  axe  of  equal 
length." 

"Your  honour,"  replied  Trim,  "has 
most  correctly  described  the  requisites  of  a 

Fjrfect  tail,  in  the  Sebright  Bantam ;  yet, 
would  bet  my  montero  cap  to  a  shilling 
(Trim's  invariable  wager),  that  your  honour 
wiU  see  the  first  prize  given  to  birds  the 
tails  of  which  are  splashed,  or  mottled  with 
black,  in  two-thirds  of  the  feathers.  Such 
disfigurement  is  thought  nothing  of  by 
three-fourths  of  our  judges;  although  it  is 
as  bad  as  speckled  hackles  in  the  pencilled 
Hamburgs,  or  white  splashes  in  the  tails 
of  black  Polish  or  Spanish.  Were  I  acting  ^ 
as  judge,  an'  please  your  honour,"  con- 
tinued the  corporal,  with  an  air  of  import- 
ance at  the  idea ;  "  I  would  never  permit  a 
foul-tailed  Sebright  to  take  a  first  prize. 
But  our  judges  care  as  little  or  know  as 
little  about  the  tail  of  a  Sebright,  as  they 
do  about  the  top-knot  of  a  Polish  fowl." 

My  Uncle  Toby  never  took  his  pipe  from 
his  mouth  durmg  the  whole  of  Trim's 
speech,  but  smoked  away  tremendously — 
his  usual  habit  when  hurt  in  his  feeHngs. 
"  Thou  art  quite  right,  Trim,"  said  he  at 
length ;  "  and  it  is  a  great  pity  but  that 
our  judges  would  learn,  or  pay  more  atten- 
tion to,  the  essential  points  of  those  fowls 
that  constitute  the  smaller  (though  not  t}ie 
least  important)  classes.  Let  us  hope, 
corporal,  that  tney  will  do  so — ^they  are 
honourable  men,  Trim,  and  above  preju- 
dice ;  and  may  be,  this  speech  of  mine  may 
not  be  without  some  effect.  We  will  talfc 
to-morrow,  Trim,  on  the  appointment  of 
judges,"  said  my  Uncle  Toby,  laying  aside 


8  pipe. 
The 


tie  present  state  of  the  matter  was  evi- 
dently not  satisfactory  to  his  mind,  for  he 
whistled  Lillibitllebo  as  he  walked  off  to 
the  parlour. 
Hi^l.  Tbistbam  Shandy. 


Pair  Play's  a  Jewel. 

At  the  risk  of  making  some .  of  the  readers 
of  the  *<Poiiltrv  Chronicle,"  say  "  Cochin- 
Chinas  again  I ' '  I  cannot  help  writing  a 


oolmnn  onee-^)nly  onde — ^more  on  these 
grand  subjects  of  discussion,  (and  formerly 
of  favour),  in  the  poultry  world,  if  only  to 
ask  the  question  whether  we,  any  one  amonff 
U8t  can  fadrljf  give  an  opinion  as  to  their 
merits  as  useful  iowh^ 

When  these  Chinese  fowlsy  which  are 
with  about  equal  incorrectness  called 
Shanghais  and  Coohin-Chinas,  were  first 
introdiiced,  English  amateurs  were  carried 
away  with  wonder-stirring  tales,  of  cooka 
and  hens  weighing  ten — twelve— twenty 
pounds  each,  and  those  who  bred  them 
became  dissatisfied  if  their  chickens  only 
about  doubled  the  size  of  our  common 
poultry.  If  an  amateur  had  a  hen  under 
seven  pounds,  he  never  waited  to  inquire 
and  to  test  if  she  were  a  capital  fowl  in 
evenr  useful  point,  and  more  likely  to  be  a 
good  layer,  and  to  breed  strong,  hearty^ 
plump,  good-flavoured  chickens, .  than  one 
three  or  four  pounds  heavier ;  no  I  if  f owla 
or  chickens  were  deficient  in  the  fashionable 
weight,  they  must  be  tnade  to  reach  it» 
They  must  eat  unnatural  quantities  of  food» 
and  their  appetites  must  be  pampered  with 
unnatural  kmds  of  it,  until  an  enormous 
weight  was  attained.  This  was  carried  on 
for  generations,  and  then  we  began  to  find 
fault  with  our  favourites.  We  found  that 
fat  collected  about  the  intestines,  until  the 
fowls,  lazy  and  thriftiess,  expected  to  get 
their  keep  entirely  from  their  owners,  their 
pampered  appetites  became  unnaturally 
large,  and  they  were  by  some  found  or 
fEUicied  to  be  expensive  to  keep.  It  was 
also  brought  against  them  that  while  other 
fowls  were  in  tiie  prime,  they  put  on  an  old 
look  and  lost  their  beauty. 

After  this  we  got  the  yellow  fever,  and  the 
clear  buffand  silver  cinnamon  fever.  We  did 
not  care  for  a  thing  except  speckless  colour, 
and  hundreds  have  remarked  upon  the 
&lling  off  in  shape  which  followed  that 
move.  So  now  we  put  all  these  manu* 
factored  faults  of  the  poor  birds  together, 
and  find  out  that  they  are  a  less  usefdl 
sort  than  was  expected.  But  ma^r  not  all 
this  be  the  result  of  our  own  fault  in  sacri- 
ficing useful  to  fancy  qualities,  sjcA  would 
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it  not  be  well  worth  whfle,  for  a  few  of  us 
at  any  rate,  to  try  Cochin-Cliinas  entirely 
without  reference  to  fancy  f  Let  good 
shaped,  medium  sized,  good  laying  birds 
be  kept ;  let  them  have  a  good  range  and 
give  them  plain  food  in  moderate  quantities* 
Pay  attention  to  aU  useful  qttalittesvnikovLt 
reference  to  size  or  colour.  Treat  them  as 
common  fowls  and  fairly  test  their  merits. 
We  all  agree  that  Dorkings  are  excellent 
for  the  table,  but,  trusting  to  them,  our 
BOiarket  has  been  insufficiently  supplied,  and 
in  this  poultry-rearing  time  private  families, 
of  moderate  income,  have  bought  fewer 
fowls  for  their  tables  than  formerly.  If 
Coohin-Chinas,  so  easy  to  rear  when  bred 
from  mature  fowls,  had  the  attention  they 
deserve  (for  table  fowls)  this  would  riot  be. 
Cochins  will  do  in  many  places  where 
Dorking  chickens  would  die  off  by  hundreds. 
Treat  them  like  common  fowls,  pay  no 
respect  to  fancy  qualities,  (keep  your  fancy 
birds  in  another  yard,  Uiey  are  very  pretty) 
and  fairly  test  whether,  when  all  advan- 
tages are  canvassed,  our  favourites  the 
Cochins  will  not  head  the  poU  as  useful, 
productive  fowls.  E.  W. 

♦ 

On  the  Gizzard. 

SiE, — I  have  been  from  home,  or  would 
sooner  have  thanked  **  Tristram  Shandy," 
and  "  J.  L."  for  their  information  regarding 
the  ffizzard.  I  write  to  you  to  gain  infor- 
mation, and  to  get  at  the  truth,  and  I 
believe  much  more  may  yet  be  written  on 
this  subject. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  animals 
which  do  not  get  quit  of  their  acid  by 
perspiration,  have  strong  digestive  powers, 
viz.,  dogs,  pigs,  fowls  and  fish. 

The  dog  is  said  to  perspire  by  the  tongue 
when  taJfing  violent  exercise,  but  very 
little  is  got  quit  of  by  the  mouth,  and  dogs 
digest  bones.  The  pig,  when  driven  hard, 
foams  at  the  mouth,  but  does  not  perspire 
that  I  am  aware  of ;  it  has  also  a  first- 
rate  digestion,  but  is  fond  of  chewing  coal 
or  cinder,  for  what  purpose  I  don*t  Imow. 

The  fish  devours  its  fellow  fish,  so  digests 


bones.    But  it  is  to  the  fowl  I  wish  chiefly 
to    direct  the  attention  of  your  readers: 

Ist.  the  Ostrich;  it  can,  according  to 
"Tom  Cringle's  Log,"  and  other  high 
authorities,  digest  iron  nails. 

2nd.  The  Turkey  digests  walnut  shells, 
as  I  learn  from  a  friend  of  mine,  a  Captain  in 
the  Royal  Navy ;  he  informs  me  that  q.t 
Lisbon  Turkeys  are  treated  in  the  following    j 
manner:  the  first  morning  a  pip  of  garUo    | 
is  given ;  the  second  a  walnut,  the  third    > 
two  walnuts,  and  so  on  increasing  a  walnut    , 
every  day  until  you  reach  sixteen,  when    j 
the  Turkey  is  in  condition  for  the  table ;    i 
the  walnuts  are  not  broken,  merely  the    , 
sharp  point  filed  or  cut  off.  What  cruelty!    j 
But  it  appears  that  this  enormous  quantity    i 
is  necessary  to  clog  the  digestion,  and  bring 
the  poor  animal  into  an  unnatural  state  of    | 
fatness.      Now,  am  I  to  suppose  that  the 
Turkey  has  a  pair  of  nut-crackers,  and  the 
Ostrich  a  file,  in  the  stomach  ?  No.  I  believe 
an  acid  is  the  great  dissolving  means ;  and 
believing  that  it  is  capable  of  dissolving 
bones,  I  of  course  believe  it  can  dissolve 
starch,  but  by  boiling  rice,  &o.,  there  is  less 
for  the  acid  to  perform,  and  less  chance  of 
the  stardi  being  passed  off  in  the  dung.    I 
have  not  at  present  any  geese,  ducks,  or 
Turkeys :  would  some  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  examine  the  gizzards  of  these,  and 
inform  us  if  they  swallow  as  many  stones 
as  the  common  fowl  i'    I  have  not  nad  the 
advantage  of  a  medical  or  surgical  educa- 
tion, but,  on  examining  some  gizzards,  I 
thought  more  of  the  power  of  the  hydraulic 
press,  than  of  a  fiour  mill.  Has  Tom  nothing 
to  say  on  this  subject  ?  W.  S. 

[T'om  is  in  Pans ;  and  we  fear  he  has  not 
applied  his  extensive  knowledge  to  the 
study  of  the  internal  functions  of  a  fowl. — 
Ed.] 

Turkeys,  like  turncoats,  are  a  poor 
dependence. 

Upon  industry  and  economy  does  the 
success  of  life  depend. 

'Tis  said — "  a  word  to  the  wise  is  suffi- 
cient."— American  Paper, 
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^t  Claim's  ftiitx-^fK, 

SUJiBSBSBUia  XO  VOI7LT&7  SXHIBIXIOlia. 

Sim,— Wi&you  allow  me  to  point  out  to  your 
te$Atia,  imd  those  in  particular  who  hare  the 
fraaking  of  mles  for  poultry  exhibitions,  the  bad 
poliey  of  insfgting  on  the  very  common  regula- 
tion "that  requires  exhibitors  to  be  subscribers. 

Exhibitions  professedly  open  to  aU,  necessarily 
hy  audi  a  rule  are  confined  to  a  few,  it  being 
sddom  worth  while  to  any,  except  those  who 
kMp  several  kinds  of  poultry,  to  subscribe  a  sum 
which  frequently  amounts  to  as  much  or  more 
than  the  prize  sought  to  be  obtained.  The  far 
better  pkm  seems  to  me  to  be  to  fix  a  remune- 
laiing  rata  of  eatnr  for  those  who  choose  to 
exhibit  without  subscribing,  leavinff  those  to 
subscribe  who  prefer  doing  so,  with,the  privilege 
of  exhibiting  at  a  smaller  rate  of  entry.  A  better 
show  and  greater  competition  would  of  course  be 
the  result ;  and  I  conceive  there  would  be  again, 
rather  thaa  a  loss,  of  fands.— I  am.  Sir,  your 
obeOient  servant,  O.  S.  M. 

VANOY  lUBBFCS. 

Mb.  EDitOB, — ^A  Constant  Subscriber  wishes 
t»  know  if  **  Alector,*'  or  some  of  the  numerous 
eorrespoDdeiits  of  your  valuable  Jonmid,  could 
fitmisii  him  with  a  few  hints  on  the  breeding 
and  managing  of  rabbits  for  the  shows ;  and  like- 
wise the  lenffth  of  ear  that  took  the  prizes  at  the 
shows  held  last  year  at  the  Surrey  Zoological 
Gardens  and  at  Baker  Street.  Z.  A. 


POULIAT  SHOWS. 

^  Mb.  Editob,*^!  believe  it  would  be  produc- 
tive of  much  good  if  an  alteration  were  made  in 
tiie  rule  nqmring  exhibitors  to  state  the  age  of 
birds  intended  to  be  exhibited,  as  it  must  very 
frequentlv  (particularlr  where  only  a  select  num- 
ber  of  birds  are  bred)  prove  very  prejudicial 
when^the  day  arrives  to  be  compellea  to  exhibit 
the*  birds  originally  intended,  inasmuch  as  they 
may  be  tiien  in  monk,  or  otherwise  out  of 
condition. 

If  a  ticket  were  affixed  to  the  pen,  stating  the 
age,  surely  that  would  suffice. 

Boston.  C.  P. 

[As  the  ages  of  the  birds  are  not  entered  in  the 
book  which  is  given  to  the  judges,  we  see  little 
use  in  obliging  exhibitors  to  make  a  statement 
which  may  so  often  be  (either  firom  fbrgetfulness, 
ignorance,  or  other  causes,)  incorrect.— £d.] 

BABBITS. 

|Ib.  Epitob,— An  Amateur  wishes  to.  know 
whethisr  fancy,  rabbits  may  be  daawd  among 


jf  and  if  so,  will  some  kind  aorrespondent 
iform  him  of  the  best  mode  of  managing  and 
feeding  them^  and  the  cause  why  his  does  so 
seldom  prove  in  young.  H.  M. 

[Where  space  will  permit,  without  infidngiag 
on  the  prior  olsims  of  we  more  legitimate  poultry, 
we  shall  be  happy  to  make  room  lor  simple, 
practical  renuuks  on  TabbitSj*--BDO 

VBOH  A  BOBKIlta  OHIBOF]Si>IST. 

Sib, — It  may  be  advantageous  to  some  of  your 
readers  who  are  fanciers  of  that  best  of  all 
feathered  birds,  the  Dorking,  to  know  that  the 
hard  formation  so  liabli  to  appeur  on  the  foot  of 
the  Dorking  may  be  removea  by  the  knife  with- 
out injury  to  the  bird.  I  have  a  very  fine  three- 
year-old  Dorking  cock,  that  has  been  troubled, 
and  greatly  so,  for  a  year  or  more,  with  a  large 
excrescence  on  the  middle  claw,  and  which  quite 
lamed  him,  jMurtieulariy  in  the  hot  dry  weather 
we  have  lately  had.  I  at  length  determined  at 
all  risks  to  attempt  the  removal  oi  it,  which  I 
did  with  a  sharp  pen-knife.  The  formation  came 
off  entire,  and  the  bird  did  not  appear  to  suffer 
much.  After  keeping  him  in  a  coop  a  few  days 
(on  short  allowance  of  food)  on  soft  tur£  and 
having  applied  notMng  to  the  wonndf  but 
Nature's  salve,  the  bird  was  quite  recovered, 
and  seemed  to  have  experienced  little  or  no 
inconvenience,  save  a  sound  thrashing  he  got 
from  a  youneer  bird  (his  former  subject)  imme- 
diately on  his  re-u>pearanfie  on  **the  walk,'* 
which  I  attribute  ,to  ms  loss  of  blood  and  conse- 
quent weakness.  He  has  now  regained  his 
health,  but  not  his  position  of  Cock  orthe  Walk, 
and  has  probably  obtained  a  lease  of  life  for 
another  year. 

If  you  think  these  remarks  worthy  a  place  in 
**  The  Poultry  Chronicle,**  some  o^  the  Pancy 
may  not  be  losers  by  the  knowledge  that  the   ' 
operation  is  not  injurious. 

OBOSSBBED  FOWLS  AT  SHOWS. 

Mb.  Ed.itob,  Sib,— I  take  the  liberty  of 
following  the  example  of  some  of  your  corre- 
spondents, and  write  this,  my  first  letter,  through 
your  admirable  periodiwd  **  The  Poultry  Chro- 
nicle.*' I  am  a  great  admirer  of  all  the  beautiful 
varieties  of  pOultrjr.  The  magnificent  plumage, 
the  extraordmary  size,  the  peculiar  eccentricities, 
all  command  attention  and  deserve  prizes  justly; 
but  I  am  sorry  so  many  of  our  provincial  shows 
have  not  offered  prizes  for  crossbreds.  All  books 
that  have  of  late  years  been  written,  and  all  com- 
ments of  our  judges,  state,  that  great  improve- 
ment is  attunable  by  cross  breeds.  The  Cochin 
China  and  Dorking  or  Spanish  will  produce  excel- 
lent ehiekens  for  table  use,  being  -most  oertainly 
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better  than  the  ordinaTy  fowls  which  now  fill 
our  markets. 

Should  this  be  read  by  any  who  have  an  influ- 
ence at  poultry  shows,  I  beg  of  them  to 'offer 
these  prises*  Taunton  Show  offowd,  and  there 
were  none  aoi&oiently  good  to  gain  a  first  pxiae. 

Being   entirely  an  amateur,    I  ahould  •  feel 

obliged  to  "Tristram  Sktaad^f"  if  he  would 

I   inform  me  what  the  peeuliarities  of  a  Sebright's 

tail  should  be,  when  laced.    I  haye  some,  and 

wish  yery  much  to  discover  if  they  are  true  bred. 

I  haye,  Sir,  some  six  kinds  of  lowls ;  and  at  a 
future  timo,  if  it  would  be  likely  to  interest  you, 
will  giye  you  an  account  of  them,  and  all  the  diffi- 
culties I  had  to  overcome,  and  the  successes 
attained.-^!  am  yours  very  truly, 
I  A  Bankbb's  CxiBRK. 

F.S. — Being  my  first  letter,  I  enclose  my  card. 

[We  shall.be  happy  to  hear  of  <'the  difficul- 
ties."   The  card  was,  oy  mistake,  left  out. — ^£d.] 


BGOS  WITH  TWO  AND  THBEE  Y0LE6. 

SiB, — I  have  an  unexampled  cock  and  two 
hens  from  Mr.  Bumham,  of  Boston,  U.S.,  such 
ss'h'e  presented  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of 
Bngland ;  but,  to  my  sorrow,  one  of  the  hens 
inyariabi^  lays  double-yolked  eggs.  Is  not  this 
a  complaint,  and  can  it  not  be  remedied  ?  She 
is  the  finest  hen,  and  I  want  a  setting  from  her. 
These  e^s  average  7  holf.  Bavarian  weight ;  but 
I  have  just  weighed  one  8  holf^a  quarter  of  a 
potmd  Bavarian;  88  lb.  Bavarian  are  equal  to 
100"  -    '•- 

thing 

two  y  , 

replied  *'  It  is  true ;"  and  brought  her  six  egjg^s^ 

and  told  her  to  select  any  one  she  pleased,  wmch 

she  did.    I  then  made  a  bet  of  a  forfeit  that  it 

had  two  yolks.    It  was  taken;  and  when  the 

egg  wus  broken  you  may  judge  our  surprise  at 

'  finding  three  perfect  yolks.  I  maintain  I  won 
the  bet ;  the  lady  declares  the  contrary,  as  the 
egg  was  triple  and  not  double-yolked.  The 
matter  was  left  to  arbitration,  and  the  referee 
was  invited  to  partake  of  the  eggs  firied.    I  broke 

i  another  egg,  which  had  two  large  yolks;  and 
the  two  yielded  more  than  six  ordinary  ones. 

I  As  I  have  taken  **  The  Poultry  Chronicle  " 
from  its  commencement,  will  you  kindly  publish 
this  ?  and  perhaps  you  or  some  friend  can  suggest 
a  cure  for  double-yolked  eggs.  I  must  add,  the 
hen  lays  at  least  six  days  out  of  seven. — ^Tours 
truly,  Philip  G. 

Nuremberg,  Bavaria. 

THE  HOSE  COMB  OF  THB  I>OBKINa. 

Sib, — As  the  x>oultry  exhilntions  are  coming 
on,  and  there  is  a  dispute  in  thk  looaHty  as  to 


the  purity  of  the  Dorking.* woidd  jaa  be  kind 
enough  to  inquire  through  your  journal  how 
j  udges  are  to  decide  in  the  case  in  dispute  ? 

A  stfong  party  hM«e^one  that  has  had  l^ie  most 
ezperience--denounees  the  rose-oomlbedr  Dorking 
as  impure,  stating  that  the  Dorldngs  oansot 
be  an  exception  to  all  othm  breeds  of  ponlkry, 
and  have  either  single  or  rose  eombs ;  it  must  be 
either  one  or  the  other ;  and  asks,  ^'  Would  it  be 
admitted  that  a  rose  oomb  Game,  Spanish,  or 
Cochin  China  would  be  allowed  as  pure ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  single  comb  Silver  or  Gold 
Pheasant,  Black  Hamburg,  &e.  ?  Then,  if  not 
admitted  in  any  other  breed,  how  can  Dorkings 
be  an  exception  ?  " 

Judges  at  exhibitions  hitherto  have  not  given 
this  sufficient  consideration,  consequently  their 
decisions  have  not  been  satisfaotory  on  this  head. 

Your  eliciting  all  the  information  you  can  on 
this  matter  in  dispute  would  oblige, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W. 

[It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the  Dorking 
may  have  either  a  single  or  rose  comb ;  but  in 
that,  as  in  other  points,  the  pen  must  be  uniform. 
Mr.  Baily,  who  is,  perhaps,  the  best  judge  of 
Dorkings  in  the  world,  in  his  points  of  exhibition 
fowls,  says  only,  **  combs  uniform."  Years  hack 
— ^before  many  of  our  present  amateurs  war* 
bom — used  not  the  rose  comb  to  be  the  comb<lbr 
the  Dorking  ?-~Ed.] 


OOTTAOB  PBIZX8. 

Mb.  Editob,— I  admit  myself  surprised  by  the 
statement  of  "  R.  G.,'*  atpage537  of  the  "  Poultry 
Chronicle,"  that  **  I  waive  the  questicm  at  issue" 
(the  propriety  of  encouraging  poultry-keeping  by 
cottagers),  and  that  X  have  placed  "a  stigma"  on 
himself;  ior  which  reasons  he  troubles  you  with 
a  few  remarks  in  self-delbnee. 

I  distinctly  disclaim  the  intention  of  doing  the 
one  or  the  other;  but  I  can  not  assent  to  his 
former  direct  implication  of  dishonesty  to  bams* 
men  and  other  equally  humble  labourers,  either 
as  the  *' probable  consequence"  or  "fact  posi- 
tive," resulting  from  the  admission  of  cottagers' 
competition  at  our  poultry  exhibitions. 

Certainly  I  never  assumed  that  education  inva- 
riably prevented  the  commission  of  crime ;  for, 
contrariwise,  I  enjoined  the  fact,  "  If  the  human 
mind  is  bent  on  evil,  it  matters  not  in  the  scale 
of  society  how  high  or  how  low  we  cast  our  views,, 
for  the  results  assimilate."  I  am  still  convinced^ 
by  practical  experience,  of  the  advantages  of  a 
well-planned  religious  education  of  the  poor ;  it 
is  not  brought  forward  as  "  a  panacea,  *  but  a 
corrective  of  vice,  by  which  the  minds  of  both 
,  poor  and  rich  may  alike  be  benefited.  It  certainly 
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is  deeply  to  be  deplored  when  the  educated 
do  eyil ;  but  the  statistical  records  of  our  prisons 
-will  bear  the  most  incontroyertible  evidence 
that  crime  chiefly  abounds  among  the  poor,  the 
uncared-for,  and  the  neglected. 

It  is  capable  of  easy  proof,  that  many  first 
prize  birds,  at  our  poultry  exhibitions,  have  been 
originally  raised  (/or  their  successful  owners)  by 
cottage  labourers;  indeed^  ''K.  G."  himself 
writes:  ^'as  an  amateur,  I  fiad  the  system  of 
supplying  cottagers  with  my  own  poultry  answer 
admirably." 

Why  not,  then,  allow  the  whole  profits  to  rest 
with  the  party  who  takes  the  toil  and  trouble  of 
thus  raising  prize  birds  for  others,  by  assisting 
him  (when  deserving),  to  become  the  possessor 
of  such  poultry,  exclusively  on  his  own  account  ? 

I  have  myself,  by  pen  and  purse,  endeavoured 
to  the  utmost  to  promote  the  object  **R.  G."  dis- 
approves ;  and  time-tested  facts  convince  me  I 
have  not  moved  in  an  unwise  direction.  Very 
many  poultry  exhibition  conunittees  are  now 
adopting  the  plan  I' advocate,  several  for  a  second 
time,  and  the  results  have  been  satisfactory  and 
to  me  conclusive.  I  thus  feel  myself  far  more 
inclined  to  accredit  well-proved  measures  than 
theoretical  presumptions. 

To  conclude,  I  most  heartily  join  your  corre- 
spondent when  he  states,  **I  freely  accord  to 
others  the  same  liberty  of  opinion  I  claim  for 
myself;"  and  from  this  cause,  therefore  (where 
really  deserving),  I  shall  still  continue  to  pursue 
a  plan  which  experience  proves  devoid  of  evil 
consequences.  E.  C. 

PARTRIDGE  OOOHINfl. 

Mb.  Editoe,— Will  any  qualified  person  in- 
form me  what  colour  the  legs  of  Partridge  Cochin 
hens  should  be  ?  I  always  thought  they  should 
be  dark-blue  or  gray,  and  that  a  yellow  leg  would 
show  Buff  blood  to  be  in  the  bird.  I  have  seen  the 
Birmingham  prize  Partidge  hens,  and  their  lej?s 
were  of  the  colour  I  have  described,  viz.,  a  dark- 
1  blue  or  gray.  Will  Mr.  Fairlie,  Mr.  Punchard, 
'    or  Mr.  Brydges  say  how  this  is  ?  J.  B. 

ORAT  SPECKLED  DOREIKGS. 

i  Mr.  Editor, — The  remarks  of  "Senex"  on 
j  the  Lincoln  Poultry  Show  are  decidedly  good; 
I  but  I  would  correct  an  error  of  judgment  in 
saying  that  the  cockerel  in  Miss  Steele  Perkin's 
pen  of  Dorking  chickens.  No.  28,  did  not  match 
the  pullets,  and  that  it  was  "  Cuckoo  coloured." 
The  truth  is,  this  bird  was  of  the  same  brood,  and 
the  sam^  parents  as  the  pullets,  and  all  of  the 
same  hatch  as  those  which  took  the  first  prize  at 
Bath,  in  June,  and  were  highly  commended  by 
the  judges;  but  with  these  gray  speckled  Dor- 
kings (which  are  a  breed  rather  peculiar  to 
Sussex),  the  male  birds  are  very  light  in  colour 


the  first  year,  becoming  darker  aa  they  moult 
the  second  year.  They  are  of  a  robust  nature, 
and  grow  and  fatten  faster  than  the  common 
speckled  Dorking.  One  of  the  pullets  sent  to 
Lincoln,  in  pen  No.  28,  had  been  disposed  to  sit, 
having  laid  a  number  of  eggs,  in  consequenoe  of 
being  hatched  in  January ;  and  this  aoeounts  for 
one  being  inferior  in  condition  to  the  other. 

P. 

TRBATHENT  OV  A  SICK  FOWL. 

Dear  Sir, — ^As  the  following  case  maypos* 
sibly  be  of  service  to  some  of  your  readers,  I  will 
briefly  detail  it. 

On  entering  the  chicken-honse,  a  few  days 
since,  I  found  a  Silver  Pencilled  Hamburg  pullet 
unable  to  leave  the  roost,  and  without  power  to 
keep  her  head  upright,  but  allowing  it  to  dangle 
below  the  perch.  When  placed  on  the  ground 
her  head  immediately  fell  down  again;  and 
though  by  great  exertion  she  raised  it  occasidn- 
ally,  yet  could  not  keep  it  up  for  more  than  a 
second.  Supposing  from  this  Uiat  she  was  suffer- 
ing from  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  or 
something  arising  from  it,  I  took  blood  from  both 
wings,  though  it  flowed  very  slowly. 

This  appeared  to  give  relief,  and  towards  night 
I  repeated  ic  with  better  success,  giving  at  the 
same  time  a  seven-grain  jalap  pill.  The  puUet  is 
now  perfectly  well. — ^Yours,  &c., 

Game  Chicken. 


STAIEED  BILL  IK  THE  ATLESBTTRT  DT7CE. 

Mr.  Editor,-^!  should  feel  obliged  to  any 
gentleman  who  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
judge  at  a  poultry  show,  to  inform  me  whether 
the  Aylesbury  Duck  competes  at  a  great  disad- 
vantage owing  to  the  presence  of  dark  spots  on 
the  bill?  And  if  so,  upon  what  theory  the 
rule  is  founded  ? 

So  far  as  my  own  experience  goes,  the  spots  in 
question  appear  to  develope  themselves  in  birds 
of  the  purest  strain,  but  are  much  more  frequently 
seen  in  the  female  than  in  the  male.  Indeed,  I 
may  say  that  out  of  a  flock  of  forty  of  the  above 
breed,  I  find  the  latter  remarkably  exempt  from 
such  spots;  whilst  of  the  former,  the  heaviest 
and  most  beautiful  in  other  respects  present  espe- 
cially, if  not  exclusively,  the  above  appearance. 

I  think  the  subject  requires  consideration.  At 
all  events,  exhibitors  in  the  Aylesbury  class 
would  be  saved  some  trouble  and  disappointment 
if  they  clearly  understood  which  of  the  two  have 
the  best  chance  of  a  prize— their  largest  and  best- 
shaped  birds  having  the  dark  markings,  or  those 
which,  though  otherwise  of  somewhat  inferior 
merit,  are  without  them  ?  B. 

[We  shall  be  much  obliged  if  some  gentleman 
<<  who  has  acted  as  judge  "  will  kindly  reply  to 
our  correspondent. — ^Ed.] 
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Poultry  Market,  leadenliall. 

The  demand  for  poultry,  except  at  the 
Crystal  Palace,  falls  ojff  daily.  Tne  proro- 
gation of  Parliament,  and  the  attractions 
of  grouse-shooting  have  emptied  the  West 
end  of  London,   and   that   demand   has 


We  do  not  feel  justified  this  week  in 
making  any  quotation  of  Grouse.  At  the 
time  wnen  we  of  necessity  go  to  press,  the 
season  has  been  open  but  a  day  or  two. 
The  supply  is  uncertain,  and  the  prices  so 
various  in  consequence,  that  no  average  is 
possible.  We  can  only  impress  on  such  of 
our  readers  as  send  Grouse  to  market,  to 
send  them  fresh  and  young.  A  better 
return  is  secured  by  a  number  of  small 
parcels  than  by  one  large  one. 

Large  Fowls 5s.    6d.  to  6s.    6d.  each. 

Smaller  do 3s.    6d.  to  4s.    6d.     „ 

Chickens  2s.    6d.  to  3s.    Od.     „ 

Gteese  5s.    6d.  to  6s.    6d.     ,, 

Ducks    2s.    9d.  to39.    3d.     ,, 

Babbits Is.    6d.  to  Is.    6d.     „ 

Wild  ditto Os.  lOd.  to  Is.    Od.     „ 

Pigeons..... Os.  lOd.  to  Is.    Od.     ,, 

Leverets    .'. 4s.    Od.  to  4s.    6d.     ,, 

Quails  Is.    2d.  to  Is.    6d.     „ 


f  0  fempnWs. 

To  K»  W. — ^We  respret  that  our  kind  and  valued  cor- 
respondent's contributions  did  not  reaa|i  us  in  time 
for  a  place  in  last  week's  number.  It  is  diflacult  to 
gain  insertion  for  communications  which  reach  us^as 
Ukte  as  Monday  morning. 

M.  A.  and  An  Exhibitor  will  receive  an  answer  next 
week. 

/.  X. — ^We  have  forwai-ded  the  letter  as  directed. 
Our  reason  for  asking  whether  the  Buckwheat  had 
been  asked  for  as  Brank  was,  that  by  some  corn- 
dealers  it  is  known  by  that  name  best. 

An  Original  Subscriber. — Many  thanks  for  the  con- 
tribution, and  also  for  the  Schedule  and  promise  of 
advertisements.  The  Schedule  is  in  type^  and  will  be 
■  given  next  week. 

Z.  A. — Twenty-two  inches  (by  five  or  five-and-a-half) 
was  the  length  of  ear  of  Mr.  Clinton's  black-and-white 
buck  that  took  a  prize  at  the  Surrey  Zoolourical 
Qardens.  The  rabbit  was  afterwards  purchased  by 
Dr.  Bennett,  of  the  United  States,  whore,  we  believe, 
ho  has  since  taken  prizes.' 

We  were  much  obliged  to  A  Contributor  for  an 
account  of  the  Ripon  Show,  which  would  have  been 
most  acceptable  if  we  had  not  had  one  already  in  type. 
**  Silver  Spangled  Hamburg  Fowls  "  next  week. 


$)iMnmtrdi. 


FOWLS.— By  JoHK  Bailt.  Just  Published, 
the  Second  Edition  of  the  above  work,  with  which 
is  reprinted  the  Fourth  Edition  of  •  *  The  Dorking  Fowl,"  ■ 
corrected,  revised,  and  considerably  enlarged.  It  con- 
tains descriptive  Tables  of  all  the  Fowls  now  exhibited, 
giving  in  few  words  their  chief  points  and  qualifications, 
with  copious  rules  for  their  selection  and  management. 
Price  2s. ;  by  post,  2s.  6d. 

John  Bailt,  113,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square, 
London. 

PRIZE   PIGEONS.— To  be   Sold,  cheap,   a 
PAIR  of  FANTAILS,  Prize  Birds,  at  Yarmouth, 
1863  ;  commended  at  Cheltenham  and  Bath,  1864. 

Also,  some  Pouters,  including  the  Prize  Hen  at  the 
London  Summer  Show,  1853 ;  and  a  Pair  of  Jacobins. 
H.  H.  SwiTT,  Purton,  near  Swindon,  Wiltshire. 

FOR    POULTRY    HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,   and    DUBABLE    BOOFING. 

pROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
V^'  ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious  to  rain, 
snow,  and  frosty  and  has  been  tested  by  a  long  and 
extensive  experience  in  all  climates.  Saves  half  the 
timber  required  for  slates.  Can  be  laid  on  with  g^reat 
facility  by  farm  servants  or  impractised  persons. 

Price  Id.  per  square  foot.  CROGGON'S  PATENT 
NON-CONDUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam- 
boilers  and  Pipes,  saves  26  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  and  Testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  applica- 
tion to  CROGGON  &  Co.,  2,  Dowgate  Hill,  London, 
who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATHING  FELT,  and 
INODOROUS  PELT,  for  Damp  Walls,  and  lining 
Iron  Houses  and  Roofs  generally,  to  equalise  the 
temperature. 

IGEONS.--A  TREATISE  on  the  Art  of 
Breeding  and  Managing  Fancy  Pigeons.  Also, 
how  to  breed  the  Antwerp,  or  most  subtle,  cunning, 
sharpest-flying  Pigeon  for  Homeing.  Carefully  com- 
piled Arom  the  best  authors,  containing  the  whole  of 
the  Works  of  Moore,  1786;  Mayor,  1765;  Girtin ; 
Boys,  Esqr's  Notes.  With  obsei'vations  and  reflec- 
tions, by  J.  M.  Eaton,  with  seven  elegantly-engraved 
coloured  Portraits  (large  as  life)  by  Wolstennolme. 

Published  by,  and  to  be  obtamed  of,  the  author, 
John  Matthews  Eaton,  7,  Islington  Green,  London, 
price  10s.,  post  free.  Money  Orders  payable  86, 
Up]per  Street,  IsUngton. 

FANCY  PIGEONS.^Mr.  Henry  Child, 
Jun.,  of  Poplar  Cottage,  Sherboume  Road,  near 
Birmingham,  has  a  quantity  of  Fancy  Pigeons  to  dis- 
pose of,  including  many  Prize  Birds  at  the  principal 
exhibitions. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  CATTLE  AND 
POULTRY  SHOW,  1864.~The  Sixth  Great  Annual 
Exhibition  of  Stock  and  Domestic  Poultry  will  be 
held  in  Bingley  Hall,  on  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  of  December  next.  The  Prize  Lists,  and  any 
further  information  may  be  obtained  from 

5oHN  MoAGAN.  Jun.,  Secretary. 
Ofl&ces,  88,  Bennett's  Hill,  Birmmgham. 
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TITILLIAM  DRAY  ahd  Ca's  PATENT 
V  r   WIRE  FBNOINa,  strong  cnoogh  to  k«ep 
-out  Sheep,  &o„  and  dose  enough  for  Bogs, 
Babbits*  Fooltrj,  Ac. 

Price  2d.  per  sqnaiQ  foot 

OBDIKABY  WmB  NETTINO,  from  2^  per 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  WHUAH  BBAY  AND  CO., 

AGRICULTURAL    IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS, 

Swan  Lene,  Upper  Thames  Street,  London. 


SPANISH  AND  DORKING  CHICIJLENS 
for  1854,  brad  from  the  Prize  Birds  at  Bath, 
Cheltenham,  and  Lincohi,  and  other  first-rate  Stock ; 
as  also  some  BRAHMA  POOTRA  CHICKENS,  and 
WHITE  AYLESBUBT  DUCKS,  are  now  on  Sale,  and 
may  be  had  by  Amateurs  and  others  wishing  to  im- 
prove their  Stock  of  Poultry,  on  application,  hy  letter, 
&p.  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Davics,  Spnng  Grove  Bouse, 
ounslow. 

HITE  PERUVIAN  MUSK  DUCKS.— A 
Gentleman  Amateur  can  part  with  a  few  surplus 
Birds  of  the  above  sort,  from  this  year's  broods. 

The  White  Musk  Duck  of  Peru  is  very  fond  of  water, 
arrows  to  a  great  size,  lays  eggs  large  and  plentiftilly. 
Is  very  ornamental,  and  a^  profitable  for  the  table. 

For  particulars  apph^,  pre-paid,  to  the  Bev.  C.  W.  D., 
Post-office,  Crediton,  Devon. 

THE  DORSETSHIRE  POULTRY  IM- 
PBOVEMENT  ASSOCIATION,  OPEN  TO  ALL 
ENGLAND.— The  Annual  Exhibition  of  this  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  Dorchester,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  27th  and  28th  September  next,  when 
not  less  than  Eight  Pieces  of  Plate,  in  addition  to  the 
Society's  Premiums,  will  be  offered  for  competitioiL 

From  and  after  the  26th  July  instant,  a  Prise  List 
will  be  forwarded  to  any  applicant,  on  a  stamped 
envelope,  addressed,  and  six  penny  postage  stamps 
being  received  by  the  Honorary  Seeretary. 

G.  J.  Aksbkws. 
Dorchester,  22nd  July,  1864. 

FANCY  POULTRY,  &c.— MR.  J.  B.  MAY 
will  SELL  by  AUCTION,  on  Wednesday,  Aug. 
16,^1854,  at  Twelve  for  One  o'clock  precisdy.  upon 
the  grounds  of  Egypt  House,  Cowes,  isle  of  Wight^  a 
valuable  collection  of  about  Two  Hundred  First-class 
FOWLS  and  CHICKENS,  the  Stock. of  Mb.  W. 
Sauvosrs,  including  some  known  birds,  and  com- 
prising Dorkings,  Brahma  Pootras,  Spanish,  Game, 
Cochin  China.  White  and  Coloured,  Golden  and  Silver 
Hamburgrs,  White  Spanish,  White  and  Bhick  Bantams, 
Ducks,  and  Rabbita— Catalogues  to  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Auctioneer,  Cowes,  or  Mr.  Saukdsrs. 

All  the  Stock  will  be  eliffible  for  entry  at  the  South- 
ampton and  subsequent  Shows. 

if.B.  The  hour  of  Sale  is  fixed  to  allow  of  parties 
coming  and  retonxUig  easily  by  the  various  Steam- 
boats. 


THOMAS  FRICKER^  Game,  Potdtry,  Pot^ 
Venison,  and  Egg  flalesman,  Tieadanhall  Marke^ 
London. 

MR.  H.  D.  DAVIES  has  mxteh  pleasure  m 
allowing  any  one  to  see  his  Stock  of  Poultry;  but 
some  inconvenience  having  arisen  from  the  visits  of 
pwsons  altogether  imknown,  and  at  unseasonable 
hours,  those  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  may  wish  to 
see  the  Birds  are  requested  to  fiivour  Mb.  Datiib 
previously  with  their  name  and  address,  when  a  Ottd 
of  Admission  will  be  immediately  forwarded.  In 
future  no  person  can  be  admitted  to  the  Poultry  Yard 
without  producing  such  a  Card ;  or  at  any  other  hoars 
than  those  named  for  the  purpose. 
Spring  Grove  House,  Hounslow. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pro- 
serving  Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Blight,  Birds,  Ac  ; 
also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons,  Seed-beds,  Ac 

Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  IW. ;  2  yards  wide,  3d, ;  and 
4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100  yards,  2  yards  wide, 
for  208.,  sent«arriage  free.  Orders  by  poet^  with  re- 
mittance, punctually  attended  to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  Gboboc  Batov  ft  Oo.*s 
Fishing-Bod  and  Tackle  Mannfactory,  6  &  7,  Crookad 
Lane,  London. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  31st  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Darford,  Esq.  Entries  closed  on 
Saturday. 

Keighley  Agricultural  Show,  including  Poultry, 
Wednesday,  September  6th.  Secretary,  Wade 
Smith,  Esq.     Entries  close  August  30th. 

Wellington^  Salop,  Horticultural  and  Poultry 
Show,  Wedinesday  and  Thursday,  .  September 
6th  and  7th.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Jones,  Esq., 
Church  Street,  Wellington.  Entries  close  Sep- 
tember 1st. 

Manchester  and  Liverpool  Agricultural  Meet- 
ing, September  8th.  Secretary,  H.  White,  Esq., 
Warrington.     Entries  close  August  30th. 

Bury  and  Radcliffe  Agricultural  Society,  in- 


cluding Poultry,  at  Raddiffe,  September  11th. 
Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Crosse,  Market  Street,  Bury. 
Entries  close  August  28th. 

Malyem,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember  13ih  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malrem. 
Entries  closed  on  Saturday. 

South  East  Hants,  at  Fareham,  Tuesday, 
September  19th.  Secretaries,  G.  Creed,  Esq.,  and 
J.  James,  Esq.     Entries  close  September  Ist. 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  ExhiMtion,  in  connerion  with  the 
Noi-thamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  21st.  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion, in  oonjunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floxal  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
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nesday  and  Thursday,  Septeml)er  20th  and  21st. 
Secretary,  Charles  M*C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  5th. 

Dorsetshire  Poultry  Association's  Annual  Ex- 
hibition, at  Dorchester,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
September  27th  and  28th.  Secretary,  Q.  J. 
Andrews,  Esq.     Entries  close  September  1st. 

Vade  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  Engknd.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  Srd,  4th,  and  5th,  1854.  Honorary 
Se(»«taries,  Messrs.  T.  WoottonandJ.  D.  Muddi- 
man,  Judges'  Lodge^  Aylesbury.  Entries  close 
September  Ist. 

Sparkenhoe  Farmers*  Club,  including  Poultry, 
October  4th  and  5th.  Secretaries,  J.  W.  Tayerner. 
Esq.,  Hartshill,  Atherstone,  and  W.  P.  Dewes, 
Esq.,  Ashby  de  la  Zouche.  Entries  close  Sep- 
tember Ist, 

South  West  Middlesex  Agricultural  Society,  at 
Southall,  Friday,  October  6th.  Secretary,  Mr, 
John  Gj-otelee,  Hounslow.  Entries  close  one 
calendar  month  before  the  show. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  ExhiHtion,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  Slst 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
ThumaU,  Mr.  J.  Ti  B.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr. 
C.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
close  October  1st. 

Cambridgeshire,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  the  8th,  9th,  and  ICMih  of 
Noveniber.  Secretarjr,  C.  H.  Crosse,  Esq.,  New 
Square,  Cambridge.     Entries  close  Octob^  11th. 

Norwich  and  Eastern  Counties,  at  Norwich, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  16th  and  16th  of 
November.  Secretary,  C.  Oury,  Esq.  Entries 
close  October  31st. 

Salisbury  and  West  Oounties'  Exhibition  of 
Domestic-  Poultry.  Fourth  Annual  Exhibition, 
at  Salisbury,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  2l8t 
and  22nd  of  November.  Secretary,  T.  Pain,  Esq. 
Entries  dose  November  10th. 

Beading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the.  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Eupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Beading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

Dublin  Amateur  PouKry  Society.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  B.  Dombrain,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Selwood,  Esq. 
Council  Booms,  112,  Gh:eat  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.     Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 


South  Durham  and  North  Biding  of  Yorkshire, 
at  Darlington,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  7th  and 
8th  of  December,     Secretary,  J.  Hodgson.    En-    | 
tries  close  Nov.  18th. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Counties  :  Sistih 
Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.  Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq. 
Entries  close  November  11th. 

Nottinghamshire  Poultry  Association.  The 
Second  Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  South- 
well, Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  19th  and  20th 
of  December.  Secretary,  B.  Hawksley,  Jun., 
Esq.     Entries  dose  November  2lBt. 

Isle  of  Wight  Society's  Show,  at  ther  Queen's 
Booms,  Newport,  Januairy  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  close 
January  1st. 

We  shall  feel  obliged  if  Secretaries  and  Com- 
miUees  of  Po^Pry  Shows  will  fawner  us  vith  \ 
early  impressions  of  the  Scheduler,     These,  and 
all  other  commtmications  for  the  EditoTy  to  le 
addressed  to  **Monh Marms,  ffam^ead" 


Thebe  are  few  ciroumstances  that  more 
forcibly  strike  those  who  have  long  and 
closely  watched  the  progress  which  atten- 
tion to  poultry  has  been  making  within 
the  last  few  years,  than  its  extension  as  a 
useful  rather  than  merely  as  a  fancy  pur- 
suit. Poultry,  especially  those  kinds  which 
are  most  productive  in  eggs,  have  one  great 
advantage  over  the  more  important  kinds 
of  stock ;  that  whereas  they  make  a  return 
on  expenditure  only  at  the  end  of  a  certain 
period,  leaving  the  owner  out  of  pocket  for 
the  whole  of  the  intervening  time,  and 
generally  giving  the  return  only  when 
killed  or  sold,  the  poultry-yard  may  be 
made  (provided  the  cocks  are  killed  off 
early)  self-supporting  as  it  goes  on,  and 
the  small  capitalist  may  feed  his  chickens 
on  their  own  eggs,  and  realise  his  profit 
when  he  sends  his  poultry  to  market. 

The  importance  of  poultry  to  the.  farmer 
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(from  tlie  aboye-named  drctimstance  to  the 
smaU  farmer  especially)  is  a  question  wMcli 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  those  power- 
ful bodies  in  the  oommimity' most  potent 
foir  the  encouragement  of  this,  to  many 
persons,  new  pnjsnit— ^the  Agmouitubai. 

SOCIETIBS. 

No  longer  ago  than  1852,  pdtiltry  was 
for  the  first  time  allowed  a  place  i^  the 
sphednle  of  the  Rof  At  AeBicfULTXTRAL 
Society  op  England.  The  collection  was, 
that  first  year,  small,  but  far  from  unim- 
portant was  the  step  which  encouraged 
farmers  and  other  producers  of  proyisions 
to  bestow  attention  on  a  new  and  inexpen- 
sive manner  of  realising  a  large  retom  of 
delicate  and  wholesome  food. 

In  a  revision  of  the  contents  of  the 
"  PoTiLTBY  Chbonicle,"  with  reference  to 
an  index  to  our  first  volume,  now  so  near 
its  completion,  we  notice  that  since  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  giving  the  portion  of  the 
schedule  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society 
relating  to  poultry,  in  Number  5,  a  great 
many  of  the  schedules  introduced  are  those 
of  AGKicuLTUitAL  SOCIETIES.  What  thcsc 
societies  have  begua  we  are  sure  they  will 
follow  up,  and  the  market — ^the  poultry 
arena  which  is  interesting  to  the  largest 
number  of  chicken  fanciers — ^wiU  fare  much 
better  next  year  than  it  has  done  this. 

Let  the  Spanish  fowl  wear  his  white 
face,  the  Cochin  China  his  speckless 
plumage,  the  Dorking  the  comb  to  please 
the  fancy,  and  the  Hamburg  the  tail  to 
please  all  (if  he  can) — ^let  the  fancier,  by 
attention  to  his  interesting,  health-giving, 
and  harmless  pursuit,  improve  in  his 
favourites  the  points  which  please  and 
which  give  them  value  as  fancy  fowls ;  but 
it  is  to  the  farmers  we  look,  with  the 


Agkicultubal  Societies  to  lead  them  on, 
to  prevent  the  dearth  of  poultry  in  our 
markets,  from  which  the  dealer  and  the 
housekeeper  alike  have  suffered  this  year^ 

♦ 

Schedule  of  the  Hanchester  and  Liver- 
pool AgricnltTiral  Society. 

This  society,  which  the  schedule  informs 
us  was  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Man- 
chester and  liverpooi  societies,  wiU  hold  its 
annual  show  this  year  at  Altringham,  on 
Friday,  the  8th  of  September,  when  a 
variely  of  premiums  will  be  given  for  the 
best  cultivated  farms,  crops  of  different 
kinds,  tolabourers  in  the  employ  of  tenant- 
farmers,  to  live  stock,  implements,  and 
poultry. 

POULTRY. 

One  male  and  tiv'o  female  birds  to  be  sho-vrn  in 
each  pen. 

The  ponhry  must  have  been  the  property  of 
the  exhibitor  two  months. 

Bxhibitors  are  expected  to  find  their  own  pens, 
which  it  is  desirable  shonld  be  about  three  feet 
square,  with  fronts  of  wire  work. 

Fowls. 

a<i88.  •                                  .                 £.  «. 

56t.  For  the  best  speckled,  or  grey  Dorking  1  0 

57.  For  the  best  Spanish  I  0 

58.  For  the  best  Game 1  0 

59.  For  the  best  Cochin  China 1  0 

60.  For  the  best  golden  i)encilled  Hamburg  1  0 

The  variety  called  "Bolton  Bays,"  or 
"Gtolden  Hamburg"  fowl  must  be  exhi- 
ted  for  this  premium. 

61.  For  the  best  silver  pencilled  Hamburg  1     0 

**  Bolton  Greys,"  *'Chitteprats,"  and 
•'Silver  pencilled  Dutch"  to  be  thown  for 
this  premium. 

62.  For  the  best  gold  spangled  Hamburg...  1     6 

**Gk)l<ien  Pheasant,"  "Golden  Mooneys," 
♦'Copper  Mobs,"  and  '*Red  Caps"  to  be 
shown  for  this  jnremium. 

63.  For  the  best  silver  spangled  Hamburg  1    0 

"Silver  Pheasant,"  "Silver  Mooney,"and 
"Silver  Moss"  to  be  shown  for  this  pre- 
mium. 

64.  For  the  best  Poland    1     0 

Black  with  white  crests,  golden  or  silver. 
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65.  For  the  best  of  any  other  breed  or  cross  1     0 

The  breed  to  be  stated  on  entry. 

Gebse. 

66.  For  the  best  geeae 1    0 

Ducks, 

67.  For  the  Aylesbury 1  Q 

68.  For  the  best  Bouen 1  0 

69.  For  the  best  of  any  other  variety  1  0 

TimKEYS. 

70.  For  the  best  turkeys  1    0 

Young  Poultry. 
The  day  on  which  they  were  hatched  to  he  stated, 

71.  For  four  goslings 0  10 

72.  For  four  ducklings 0  10 

73.  For  four  Dorking  Chickens  (Cockerel 

and  three  Pullets) 0  10 

74.  For  four  Spanish  Chickens  (Cockerel 

and  three  Pullets) 0  10 

75.  For  four  Cochin  Chickens  (Cockerel  and 

three  pullets) 0  10 

76.  For  four  Bolton  grey  Chickens  (Cockerel 

and  three  Pullets) 0  10 

EzTBA  Stook. — ^Any  description  of  cattle  or 
poultry  may  be  entered  under  this  head,  and 
exhibited  in  the  show-yard,  subject  to  the  rules 
of  the  Society  and  the  directions  of  the  committee 
or  their  secretary.  The  judges  may  award 
medals,  or  commend  any  of  the  cattle,  &c.,  as 
they  see  fit.  # 

Rbqulatioks. 

The  competition  will  take  place  on  Friday,  the 
8th  of  September,  1854,  in  a  field  at  Altringham. 
The  entry  must  be  made  with  the  secretary 
between  the  23rd  and  31st  of  August,  by  letter, 
and,  if  for  cattle  or  poultry,  by  inclosing  a  regular 
certificate  according  to  the  form.  Entries  may 
also  be  made  with  the  assistant-secretaiy,  Mr.  T. 
B.  Byder,  2,  Elliott  Street,  Clayton  Square, 
Liverpool,  on  Tuesday,  the  29th ;  at  Mr.  Geo.  V. 
BydePs,  100,  King  Street^  Manchester,  on  Satur- 
day, ihe  26th  August;  and  at  the  secretary's 
office,  in. Warrington,  on  Wednesday,  the  23rd 
and  30th  August. 

Members  whose  subscriptions  have  been  paid 
on  or  before  the  day  of  entay,  to  enter  their  stock, 
&c.,  free  of  charge  ;  others  to  pay  2s.  per  head, 
or  (if  sheep  or  poultry)  per  pen,  and  for  imple- 
ments. Is.  each. 

The  admission  to  the  show-yard  previous  to 
10  A.  N.  will  be  5s.  each  to  all  parties,  whether 
members  or  not ;  after  10,  members  will  be  ad- 


mitted free,  and  non-members,  from  10  to  1 
o'clock,  for  2s.  6d.  each ;  and  from  1  to  4,  Is. 
each.  Ladies  in  the  company  of  members  or  of 
parties  purchasing  tickets,  to  be  admitted  free ; 
but  no  ticket  to  admit  more  than  one  gentleman 
and  lady,  or  two  ladies. 

Should  the  right  of  any  party  to  a  prize  be 
disputed,  notice  of  the  same  should  be  g^ven  to  the 
secretary,  in  writing,  before  3  o*clock  p.m.  on 
the  day  of  show. 

Winners  of  premiums,  not  being  members  of 
the  society,  will  only  be  entitled  to  half  the 
prize,  except  in  the  case  of  poultry  shown  by 
cottagers,  when  the  whole  prize  will  be  awarded. 

Any  person  obtaining  a  prize  of  £1,  or  upwards 
may  have  a  silver  medal  in  Heu. 

For  the  convenience  of  exhibitors  at  a  distance 
the  secretary  will,  if  possible,  make  arrangements 
for  receiving  sheep,  pigs,  poultry  and  implements 
into  the  show-yard  the  afbemoon  before  tiie  day 
of  show. 


Schedule  of  the  Dorsetshire  Poultry 
Association. 

The  third  ammal  exhibition  of  this 
Society  will  be  held  at  Dorchester,  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  27th  and 
28th  of  September. 

PRIZE    LIST. 

A  PiBCB  OP  Plate,  value  £6,  given  by  the 
Earl  of  Ilchester,  the  Patron  of  the  Society,  to 
the  owner,  being  a  resident  in  the  county  of 
Dorset,  of  the  best  Cochin  Chiha  Cockerel 
and  two  Pullets  of  1854,  and  the  best  Bobkino 
Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  of  1854.  N.B.--One 
at  least  of  these  lots  must  have  been  bred  by 
the  exhibitor. 

A  Piece  of  Plate,  value  £2  10s.,  given  by 
John  James  Farquharson,  Esq.,  the  Prudent  of 
the  Society,  to  the  owner,  being  a  resident  in  the 
county  of  Dorset^  and  the  breeder  o^  the  best 
Ci»NAM0H  or  BuFP  CooHiw  Chiha  Cock  of  not 
less  than  one  year  old. 

A  Piece  op  Plate,  value  £2  10s.,  ^ven  by 
J.  J.  Farquharson,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the 
Society,  to  the  owner,  being  a  resident  in  the 
county  of  Dorset,  and  the  breeder  of  the  best 
Dorking  Cook  of  not  less  than  one  year  old. 

A  Piece  op  Plate,  value  £8,  given  by  Sir 
Edward  B.  Baker,  Bart.,  the  Vice-President  of   I 
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the  Society,  to  the  owner  of  the  two  iMSt  pena  of 
BuoKS  (Aylesbury  and  Bouen),  each  pen  to 
contain  a  Drake  and  two  Ducks  only. 

A  PiBOB  OF  Platb,  value  £5,  given  by  the 
Lord  Rivers,  to  the  owner  of  ftye  beet  Oimr axoh 
or  Buff  Ooohih  Chiha  Cock  and  two  Hens, 
above  one  year  old. 

A  PiBOB  OF  PiiATE,  value  £5,  given  by  H.  K. 
Sbtmbb,  Esq.,  M.P.,  to  the  owner  of  the  best 
Cinnamon  or  Buff  Cochin  China  Cockerel  and 
two  Pullets  of  1854. 

A  PiBOB  OF  Platb,  value  £2  lOs.,  given  by 
B^  B.  Sheridan,  Esq.,  M.P.,  to  the  owner  of  the 
best  Spanish  Cock  and  two  Hens,  above  one 
year  old. 

A  PiBOB  OF  Platb,  value  £2  10s.,  given  by 
E.  B.  Sheridan,  Esq.,  M.P.,  to  the  owner  of  the 
best  Spanish  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets  of  1854. 

A  PiEOB  OF  Plate,  value  £5,  given  by  Cterard 
Sturt)  Esq.,  M.P.,  to  the  owner  of  the  best 
DoBKiNQ  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets,  of  1854. 

The  Chdckens  must  all  be  of  1854. 

Spanish. 

lit.      2nd.  Zrd. 
OUui.  '.  9'         s. 

1.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

.  2.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets    ...  15  ...  10  ...  5 
Classes  1  and  2  may  be  entered 
for  the  Plate  0ven  by  B.  B.  She- 
ridan, Esq.,  M.P. 

"DoRKiNO  (Coloured). 
8.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

4.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

DoBKiNa  (White). 

5.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

6.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Olaases  4  and  6  may  be  entered 
for  the  Plate  given  by  G.  Bturt, 
Esq.,  M.P. 

Coohin  China  (Cinnamon  and  Bufi). 

7.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

8.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Classes  7  and  8  may  be  entered 
for  the  Pieces  of  Plate  given  by 
tiieliordBivexBandH.  K.  Beymer, 
Esq.,  M.P. 

OooHur  China  (Brown  and  Partridge  Feathered). 

9.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

10.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

CooHiN  China  (Black). 

11.  Ooek  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

12.  Cookend  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 


Cochin  China  (White). 

1^.     2fid  Sr<Z. 

CUU8.  8.  8.  8. 

13.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

14.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Malat. 

15.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

16.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

C^AXE  Fowl  (Black,  Black  Breasted,  and 
other  Beds). 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

18.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Qame  Fowl  (any  other  colour). 

19.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

20.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Hamburg  (Golden  Spangled). 

21.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

22.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Haxburo  (Silver  Spangled). 
28.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

24.  Cockerel  and  three  Pullets  ...  15  ...  10  ...  6 

Hauburq  (Golden  Pencilled). 

25.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

26.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Hambubo  (Silver  Pencilled). 

27.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

28.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Poland  (Black  and  White  Top-knots). 

29.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

30.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Poland  (GK)lden  Spangled). 

31.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

32.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Poland  (Silver  Spangled). 

33.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

34.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 15  ...  10  ...  5 

Bantams  (Gold  Laced). 

35.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

Bantams  (Silver  Laced). 

36.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

Bantams  (Black,  White,  or  any  other  Variety). 

37.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...10- 

Gbesb  (of  any  breed.) 

38.  Gander  and  one  Goose 20  ...  10 

DuOKS  (Aylesbury). 

39.  Drake  and  two  Ducks 20  ...  10 
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1st. 
GUui.                                                      ». 
40.  Drake  and  tvo  Ducks 20  . 

2n(2.  3r(2. 
..  10 

TuBKBTS  (of  any  breed.) 
41.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  . 

BsauiLiTioM. 

..10 

The  ages  of  the  chickens  must  be  stated,  and 
of  the  others  when  it  can  be  done.  Chickens 
cannot  be  shown  in  classes  for  fowls. 

Exhibitors  will  be  allowed  to  send  two  pens 
only  in  any  class,  but  they  will  not  be  allowed 
to  show  the  same  birds,  or  any  of  them,  for  more 
than  one  prize  pr  premium^  except  where  other* 
vise  expressed. 

The  poultry  must  be  at  the  show  on  Tuesday, 
the  26th  of  September,  by  6  o*clock  p.m.,  and 
remain  there  until  5  o'clock  p.m.  on  the  Thursday 
following. 

Non-subscribers  will  be  admitted  fix)m  Twelve 
o'clock  at  noon,  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  Sep* 
temboTi  on  payment  of  two  shUUngs ;  and  from 
Nine  till  Five  on  Thursday,  the  28th  September, 
on  payment  of  one  shilling. 

Subscriptions  are  now  due,  and  members  are 
respectfully  requested  to  forward  the  amount  of 
their  Subscriptions  either  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Secretary,  in  order  that  cards  of  admission  may 
be  duly  forwarded. 

All  entries  must  be  made  (on  the  forms  only) 
with  the  Honorary  Secretary,  on  or  before  Friday, 
the  1st  di^  of  September  next^  after  whiohno 
entry  will  be  received. 

Prize  Usts,  forms  of  entry,  and  the  rules  of  the 
Association,  will  be  forwarded  to  any  applicant 
en  a  stamped  envelope  addressed,  and  six  penny 
postage  stamps  being  received  by 

G^.  J.  Abpbbws,  Hon.  Sec. 

Dorchester,  July,  1854. 


The  Dorkingr  Fowl. 

Fbom  the  various  statemeHtstiiatfrom  time 
to  time  appear  in  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle," 
and  also  in  other  works  on  fowls  respecting 
the  toes  of  Porkings,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  all  persons  that  take  an  interisst 
in  this  excellent  fowl,  to  inqnire  into  the 
truth  of  these  statements,  and  preserve 
this  xLsefal  bird  intact.  I  beHeye  that  many 
erroneons  stetementB  axise  from  the  want  of 


proper  information,  m  also  from  an  in- 
correct nomenclature.  The  first  point  to 
determine  is  the  deriyalion  of  the  name :  on 
this  head  thera  is  little  trouble,  all  wiU 
readily  agree  that  the  town  of  Dorking, 
in  Surrey,  and  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, was  a  few  years  back  feuned  for  its 
fowls,  and  that  the  breed  cultivated  there 
was  called  the  Dorking.  The  next  point  to 
be  ascertained  is  what  sort  of  a  fowl  was 
that  of  Dorking  notoriety  P  of  this  matter 
amateurs  /have  been  exceedingly  careless^ 
taking  for  granted  that  any  large  fowl  with 
five  toes,  must  be  a  Doi^dng ;  but  this  idea 
is  perfectly  erroneous,  for  there  are  various 
others  that  possess  this  appendage,  brought 
from  India,  China,  Turkey,  and  elsewhere. 
1^\B  Greeks  and  Romans  had  large  fowls 
with  five  toes,  but  these  could  not  be 
Dorkings ;  though  it  might  be  possible  that 
the  Dorkings  and  many  other  mwls,  might 
owe^or^  of  their  origin  to  birds  introduced 
by  the  Romans ;  nevertheless  I  repudiate 
the  idea  that  the  Dorking  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Rome:  where  the  poultry 
breeders  in  and  about  Dorking  procured 
tiieir  original  stock,  or  if  they  merely 
raised  this  variety,  by  selecting  and  care- 
ful breeding  from  the  common  sorts,  is  a 
matter  of  speculation,  but  of  no  value  as 
regards  the  present  subject :  sufS/oe  it  th«a. 
to  be  known  and  borne  in  mind,  that  the 
old  Dorking !  the  pure  Dorking !  the  only 
Dorking !  is  the  JVhite  Dorking.  The  fowl 
oommomy  known  as  the  coloured  Dorkinfir, 
is  not  a  Dorking  at  all ;  it  is  a  Sussex  bird, 
bred  from  the  old  four-toed  Sussex  fowl ;  it 
is  not  the  fowl  formerly  bred  at  Dorking, 
nor  has  it  ever  gained  a  settlement  in 
porking:  the  so-called  coloured  Dorking 
is  simply  an  improvement  on  the  Sussex 
fowl,  bred  at  the  present  time  principally 
in  that  part  of  the  county  bordering  on. 
Surrey,  and  the  breeders  deny  any  cross 
with  the  old  Dorking.  How  then,  I  ask, 
has  it  any  right  to  the  name  ?  It  is  a  yery 
fine  fowl,  but  it  is  not  a  Dorking ;  it  maj 
have  five  toes,  or  four,  or  even  six,  but  this 
will  not  make  it  a  Dorking ;  it  may  be  the 
best  of  barn-door  fowls  and  revel  in  any 
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coloured  plumage,  with  single  cupped  or 
rose  comb  accomng  to  the  fancy  of  the  time 
being,  and  lastly  itmay  have  the  finest  breast, 
be  the  most  compact  fowl,  and  stand  on  the 
shortest  white  legs,  and  yet  have  no  claim 
to  be  called  a  Dorking.  Much  confusion 
and  misunderstanding  have  arisen  from  this 
fowl  being  so  called,  and  I  recommend  to 
the  notice  of  all  poultry  show  committee?^ 
the  desirability  of  having  a  correct  nomen- 
elatnre,  and  by  their  setting  the  example 
the  name  will  come  into  general  use :  to 
prevent  confusion,  they  can  easily  insert 
m  parenthesis  the  present  name  on  their 
prize  list ;  the  best  name  would  be  Sussex 
TOwl,  as  tiiere  it  has  been  known  a  very 
long  time.  I  must  now  return  to  the  re^ 
old  Dorking,  which  is  now  by  all  accounts 
difficult  to  be  obtained  in  the  place  of  its 
birth  and  the  county  of  its  fame;  white 
Dorkings  are  frequently  to  be  met  with, 
but  they  often  bear  traces  of  neglect  and 
cross  breeding :  the  perfect  birds  should  be 
of  good  size,  compact  and  plump  form,  with 
abort  neck)  short  white  legs,  five  toes,  a  full 
ro6e  comb,  a  large  breast,  and  a  plumage 
of  spotless  white. 

J.  C.  of  Dorking,  has  lately  well  des- 
cribed the  true  Dorking  in  the  "Poultey 
Chronicle,"  and  has  also  warned  its  readers 
against  the  admixture  of  Shanghai  blood ; 
so  that  I  need  not  repeat  a  description  in 
every  way  similar ;  but  there  is  one  admix- 
ture which  is  very  prevalent,  which  J.  C. 
has  omitted,  namely  the  Game  cross :  this 
practice  of  crossing  with  a  Gamecock  was 
much  in  vogue  with  the  old  breeders,  to 
improve  a  worn-out  stock  (which  however 
would  have  been  better  accomplished  by  pro- 
ouring  a  fresh  bird  of  the  same  kind,  but 
not  related);  this  cross  shows  itself  in 
single  combs,  loss  of  a  claw,  or  an  occasional 
red  feather,  but  what  is  still  more  oWec- 
tionable,  in  pale  yellow  lej^,  and  a  yellow 
circle  about  the  beak,  which  also  indicate 
a  yellowish  skin ;  these  then  are  faults  to  be 
avoided.  As  recfaxds  size  the  White  Dorking 
is  generally  inferior  to  the  Sussex  fowl  (or 
I < Coloured  Dorking''),  but  in  this  respect 
it    only   requires   attention   and  careful 


breeding;  their  beantiflil  white  plumage 
makes  them  very  interesting  objects,  and 
for  the  same  reason  their  feathers  are  more 
valuable.  White  fowls  are  by  some  con- 
sidered more  delicate  than  dark ;  albinos  I 
am  aware  are  generally  tender ;  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  an  established  white  race  is  less 
hardy  than  any  other  colour,  provided  it  is 
equally  well  bred,  that  is,  not  bred  from 
relations,  and  bred  from  mature  fowls. 

Some  writers  mention  that  Dorking  cocks 
shotdd  be  double  spurred,  but  though  two 
spurs  on  each  leg,  independently  of  the 
double  hind  claws,  do  sometimes  happen, 
yet  their  appearance  is  too  rare  to  consti- 
tute a  decided  point  in  the  breed ;  still  I 
should  certainly  give  preference  to  a  bird 
thus  decoratea,  provided  he  was  equally 
good  in  other  respects. 

The  points  of  a  Dorking  may  be  briefly 
summed  up  as  follows :  comb  rose,  square 
shaped,  evenly  sprigged,  and  terminated  in 
a  single  pike  behind,  and  not  falling  on 
either  side.  Gills  or  wattles  moderate, 
ear-lobe  whitish  (**mouldy  "),  beak,  shanks 
and  toes  white,  shanks  snort,  to^s  five  in 
number,  the  hinder  ones  being  double,  well 
defined  and  raised  slightly  on  the  shank, 
plimiage  spotless  white,  neck  short  and  full, 
wings  and  tail  ample,  back  broad,  stout 
across  the  loins,  breast  full  and  large,  and 
the  nearer  the  body  of  the  bird  approaches 
a  parallelogram  the  better. 

The  Dorking  is  an  excellent  farm-yard 
fowl,  being  a  good  layer,  a  close  sitter, 
and  an  attentive  mother ;  the  chickens  grow 
rapidly  and  are  most  excellent  on  the  table. 
The  pure  White  Dorking  may  be  also  con- 
sidered as  fancy  stock  as  well  as  useful; 
because  they  will  breed  true  to  their  points, 
but  the  Gray  Sussex,  or  Surrey,  often  sport. 

In  concludon  I  beg  those  who  may  difiPer 
from  me  to  inquire  carefully  for  themselves, 
and  if  when  they  have  so  done  they  find 
me  in  error,  I  snaU  feel  obliged  for  their 
friendly  instructioD,  but  I  feel  convinced 
they  will,  after  a  careful  examination  of  idl 
the  facts,  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion 
that  I  have  done.  To  the  breeders  and 
admirers  of  the  so  called  "  Coloured  Dork- 
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ings"  I  would  say,  coatmue  to  inrprove 
the  fowl  of  jottr  choice,  but  let  him  be 
known  by  his  right  title,  do  not  support 
him  on  anotiier*s  fSame,  nor  jret  deny 
ih&t  the  rose  comb  or  fifth  toe  is  essen- 
tial to  a  Dorking,  because  your  favour- 
ites are  not  cons^t  to  those  points;  the 
absence  of  the  fifth  claw  to  tne  Dorking 
would  be  a  great  defect,  but  to  the  Sussex 
fowl  ^erroneously  called  a  "  Coloured  Dork- 
ing") it  is  my  opinion  it  would  be  an 
improvement,  provided  the  leg  did  not  get 
longer  with  the  loss.  B.  P.  B. 

Buying  and  Selling  live  Stock. 

SEEiwa  a  paper,  signed  "W.  W.,"  on 
Disappointments,  in  "The  Poultry  Chro- 
nicle" of  2nd  August,  I  am  induced  to 
further  offer  a  few  remarks  for  insertion, 
which,  although  dry,  will,  I  hope,  be  prac- 
tioal  and  useful  to  those  who  intend  to 
purchase  live  stock  of  any  description. 

The  subject  is  on  Sales ;  and  I  feel  per- 
suaded that  it  is  of  great  consequence  that 
the  seller*  and  buyer  should  both  under- 
stand their  several  rights  and  liabilities. 
As  this  paper  is  intended  for  general 
readers  on  poultry  matters,  and  not  for 
lawyers,  it  must  not  be  expected  to  be 
more  than  a  few  very  simple  sentences. 

In  regard  to  a  sale,  it  is  clear  that  there 
are  three  distinct  species :  1st,  an  unqua- 
lified sale ;  2ndly,  a  sale  with  a  representa- 
tion ;  and  lastly,  a  sale  with  a  warranty. 

Now,  the  1st  is  the  common  mode  of 
sale,  I  presume,  adopted  by  poultry  dealers. 
It  consists  of  sellmg  the  bird,  or  other 
article,  as  it  stands,  for  better  or  for  worse, 
at  the  purchaser's  own  risk.  In  such  a 
case  a  purchaser  who  has  been  deceived  by 
his  own  want  of  judgment  has  no  remedy 
against  the  seller.  The  law  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  protect  a  man  firom  the  effects 
of  his  own  ignorance.  Caveat  Emptor — 
"  Every  man  for  himself,"  is  the  motto ; 
andia  all  cases  the  inexperienced  should 
resort  to  a  Mend  acquainted  with  Hie  par- 
ticular class  of  live  stock,  and  rely  on  his 
Mend's  discretion  rather  than  his  own. 


2ndly,  A  sale  with  a  representation  is 
where  a  vendor  says;  "I  sell  the  fowl  as 
he  is;  but  you  may  rely  on  his  being  a 
first-rate  pure-bred  bird,"  &c.,  or  "  tihat 
he  is  descended  £rom  a  particular  stock,"  or 
similar  representations.  In  this  case  the 
seller  is  not  bound  by  his  representations, 
unless  the  purchaser  can  prove  that  at  the 
time  when  the  vendor  made  such  a  repre- 
sentation he  knew  it  to  he  fahe ;  then  an 
action  will  lie  against  the  vendor ;  other- 
wise the  buyer  must  take  his  own  risk  on 
his  shoulders,  and  podcet  his  loss  as  best 
he  can. 

3rdly,  A  sale  with  a  wajrraat^.  A  war- 
ranty of  a  fowl  that  it  is  sound  and  perfect 
in  aU  respects  would,  I  think,  be  the  best 
one  to  take  and  to  give,  where  resort  was 
had  to  a  mode  of  dealing  so  qualifiiod. 
The  soundness  means  that  the  bira  is  what 
it  purports  to  be,  in  fall  health,  p«i^ 
bred,  &c.  I  say  "  pure-bred  "  advisedlj ; 
for  anything  that  tends  to  interfere  with 
the  usefulness  of  the  bird  is  a  breach  of  a 
warranty  of  soundness ;  and  I  conceive 
that  if  a  bird  be  cross-bred  this  is  such  an 
iuterference  with  its  usefulness  in  breeding 
a  pure  stock  as  to  render  it  a  breach  of  tlie 
wairanly.  "  W.  W."  has  such  a  remedy, 
therefore,  if  he  bought  with  a  warranty ; 
but  not  otherwise ;  for  the  seller's  represen- 
tation in  that  case,  that  the  Partridge 
Cochin  was  the  best  cock  in  his  yard,  may 
be,  and  very  likely  is,  true.  It  can  sureh^ 
never  be  contended  tiiat  a  cross-bred  bird, 
sold  as  pure-bred,  is  not  useless  for  breeding 
— nay,  worse  than  useless.  Pure  blood  is 
an  essential  part  of  soundness,  if  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  the  buyer  states  his  object 
to  the  vendor  is  to  get  a  pure  stock ;  because 
the  mixture  of  ouer  blood  destroys  tiie 
usefulness  of  the  bird  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  bought ;  and  it  is  idle  to  say  a 
warranty  is  to  extend  to  some  objects,  and 
not  to  those  stated  by  the  buyer  as  his 
requirements  at  the  time  of  the  purchase. 

Perfect  in  every  respect,  does  not  include 
a  patent  defect,  such  as  is  plainly  evident 
at  the  time  of  sale,  as  the  loss  of  an  eye, 
lameness,  &o.,  or  any  glarxog  iignry ;  for 
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the  law  presumes  every  man  to  have  a 
competent  judgment  when  he  goes  to  buy, 
and  will  not  protect  him  from  his  own 
indiscretion. 

A  warranty  is  literally  construed.  The 
rule  of  law  is  expressiofacit  cessare  taciturn, 
Therefwe  if  any  material  point  be  left  in 
silence,  the  buyer  must  infer  from  such 
silence  a  defect  on  that  point. 

A.  I.  H. 


The  Saven  and  the  Heron. 

.  I  WAS  sometime  since  staying  with  a 
^ntleman  who  kept  a  tame  raven.  Return- 
ing home  one  afternoon  I  heard  his  well- 
known  croak  in  the  air,  and  looking  up  saw 
him  engaged  in  mortal  combat  with  a  heron. 
I  need  not  say  my  attention  was  rivetted  on 
tiiem  imme^ately,  as  it  was  one  of  the 
most  exciting  sights  I  ever  saw.  I  had  no 
idea  of  the  quickness  of  flight  of  the  raven 
before.  He  always  kept  above  the  heron, 
who  tried  now  to  escape  by  flight,  now  to 
transfix  his  opponent,  but  his  wary  foe 
always  escaped  him.  The  cries  of  both 
were  audible,  and  sometimes  when  within 
some  yards  of  the  ground,  it  was  curious  to 
see  the  heron  with  his  legs  hanging  down, 
his  eyes  and  beak  directed  upwards,  while 
the  raven  himg  over  him  in  the  attitude  of 
a  bird  of  prey  about  to  nounce.  Both 
would  then  fly  upwards  till  tney  were  com- 
parative sneoks  in  the  air.  The  encounter 
had  lastea  about  half  an  hour,  and  the 
heron  was  evidently  getting  weak,  when 
the  raven  appeared  thoroughly  roused,  and 
struck  him  repeatedly.  Then  their  screams 
were  heard  almost  gainfully,  the  blue 
feathers  fell  and  flew  in  numbers,  and  the 
triumphant  raven  brought  him  to  the 
flTound,  breathless  and  bleeding,  but  not 
dead. 


Differences     of    Utility   of    several 

Kinds   of  Poultry. 

At  Hie  commencement  of  the  year  1845, 

it  was  well  known  that  a  taste  for  the 

proper  oultivatLon  of  poultry  was  followed 


by  few  persons ;  fashion  had  not  rendered 
it  a  popular  movement;  and  though  a  few 
of  the  ardent  ones  carried  on  "the  fancy," 
the  utility  of  the  matter  seemed  altogether 
neglected— this  is  not  the  case  now,  the 
public  interest  is  excited  to  procure  the 
most  valuable  breeds,  and  the  utmost  care 
and  attention  and  every  effort  are  exerted 
to  render  them  still  more  useful.  Knowing 
how  much  more  dependence  is  to  be  plac^ 
on  facts  than  on  mere  theory,  or  even  on 
**  chance  recollections,"  I  have  endeavoured 
to  elicit  from  many  of  the  agriculturists 
with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  a  fedr  debtor 
and  creditor  account  of  their  poultry  for 
the  jear  ending  Midsummer,  1854,  as  far 
as  circumstances  would  allow  it  to  be  faith- 
fully recorded.  From  possessing  the  friend- 
ship of  a  large  circle  of  country  acquaintances, 
these  statements  have  been  somewhat  ex- 
tended, and  occasionally  a  little  conflicting ; 
still  as  a  whole,  most  highly  calculated  to 
suggest  what  plans  are  the  most  productive 
of  profit  to  the  proprietor.  In  a  condensed 
form,  therefore,  I  drop  a  few  hints  there- 
from to  aid  your  numerous  readers. 

Even  where  the  same  varieties  were  kept, 
(and  bred  too  from  the  same  original 
"  parent-stock,")  there  have  been  many  dis- 
crepancies in  these  reports,  consequent  no 
doubt  in  a  great  degree,  on  the  locality  and 
suitableness  of  the  soil,  out-buildings,  &c., 
but  of  course  still  more  so,  on  the  care  and 
management  bestowed  on  the  fowls.  I  find  by 
careful  comparison  the  following  facts  may 
be  adduced : — That  the  kinds  kept  chiefly 
for  laying,  have  proved  decidedly  the  most 
remunerative;  and  that  early  chickens 
have  not  been  nearly  so  easily  procured 
this  year  as  usual :  indeed  I  thmk  the  fact 
will  be  at  once  acknowledged  that  eggs  are 
in  most  general  demand,  and  are  also  pro- 
duced with  far  less  contingent  risk  and 
expense. 

From  this  spring  having  been  unusually 
severe  at  its  commencement,  no  doubt  many 
(I  had  almost  said  the  bulk)  of  the  earliest 
chickens,  were  destroyed,  or  their  maturity 
so  delayed  as  to  be  lar  less  productive  of 
high  prices,  than  usual  as  early  table  birds ; 
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a  matter  whicli  it  is  fair  to  mention,  when 
ve  axe  oonsidering  e^gs  versos  chiokens. 

To  oommenoe  wim  the  variety  that 
usually  heads  onr  prize-lists,  the  Spanish, 
I  find  every  report  concurrent  as  to  the 
^reat  difficulty  experienced  this  season 
in  raisinff  early  chickens  —  where  the 
parent  birds  were  of  superior  closely 
bred  stock,  in  almost  all  cases,  all  the 
chickens  hatched  prior  to  the  22nd  of  May, 
dwindled  away  one  by  one,  and  scarcely 
left  a  sinffle  youngster  fix>m  many  dutches. 
Of  second  rate  (but  not  indifferent)  s^ci- 
mens,  on  the  other  hand,  many  were  raued, 
proving  at  once,  both  these  facts :  that  pure 
£pani£  are  excessively  tender  to  rear,  and 
a^^,  that  the  less  closely  bred  of  this 
kmd  will  struggle  through  difficultiee 
that  are  inevitaUy  fatal  to  their  more 
purely  descended  relatives.  In  January 
and  February  this  kind  produced  but  few 
eegs;  their  laying  season  commenoed  in 
Jiarch,  and  till  the  middle  of  July  they 
Lave  continued  to  produce  a  free  supply, 
but  now  moulting  approaches,  (I  am  writing 
on  August  8th.,]  the  amount  has  naturally 
diminiahed.  Thus  March,  April,  May, 
June  and  part  of  July,  have  proved  their 
productive  months. 

In  Cochin  China  chickens,  though  some 
were  lost  by  the  severity  of  the  early 
Bpxinff,  most  of  them  endured  it  well,  and 
the  bi^  were  reared.  The  parent  birds  laid 
freely  (being  themselves  of  the  year  1853,) 
during  November,  December,  January, 
February,  March  and  the  early  part  of 
April;  the  amount  of  eggs  numerically 
considered,  were  about  the  same  as  those  of 
the  Spanish,  but  from  being  produced  at  a 
time  when  other  eggs  were  not  generally  to 
be  piocured,  they  were  marketable  ati2ot(5fe 
the  amount  of  those  laid  in  after  months  ] 
from  their  indomitable  desire  for  sitting 
the  present  supply  is  indifferent. 

In  Dorkings,  **  situation  and  out-build- 
iags"  have  evidently  a  far  greater  infiuenoe 
than  on  any  other  of  the  stocks  to  which  I 
iduUl  have  to  allude.  In  one  instaDice,  of  a 
very  dry  sub-soil,  plenW  of  ricks,  aad  9k 
}axis^  a^^W'-yard,  very  fine  eady  ehiokeiw 


were  abundant;  in  another  (from  equal 
brood  stocky  not  a  single  early  chicken  sur- 
vived the  ngours  of  tiae  Sprmf ;  in  these 
two  cases,  the  statements  of  tneir  owners 
as  to  eggs  are  equally  conflicting.  Dorkings, 
in  most  of  the  cases  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  laid  well,  but  not  very,  freely, 
from  about  the  20th  of  February,  to  tne 
beginning  of  July.  In  each  instanoe  I  do 
not  alluae  to  flie  White  Dorkings,  my 
statements  being  confined  exclusively  to 
the  Grey  variety. 

The  Ooldmi  Spasigled  Hambnrgs  com- 
menoed laying  about  ike  middle  of  January, 
but  discontinued  altogether  Ibr  aboiat*^a 
fortni^t  or  three  weeks,  during  the  inde- 
menoiea  of  the  oommenoement  of  February ; 
and  ihan  Teeommencing,  have  laid  weU  up 
to  this  time.  In  their  oase,  incubation  not 
interfering  With  the  produetion  of  eggs, 
they  have  supplied  a  constant  and  almost 
unvarying  return ;  but  many  of  their  e^ 
placed  under  other  hens,  proaueed  chkkens 
that  did  net  do  well  untfl  4M1011  after  the 
beginning  of  May. 

Of  Polands,  I  have  heard  but  little; 
those  few  statements  have,  however,  agreed, 
that  * '  chiokens  tiU  May  were  unattainable ; 
and  the  first  broods  even  then  dropped  off 
at  about  a  month  old,  bat  after-dutches 
were  sucoessfrd.  These  varieties  laid  wdl 
during  April,  May,  June  and  July. 

The  early  Game  Inooda  were  decidedly 
unfortunate;  the  kte  ones  have  dose 
jiret^  weU.  The  fowls  hid  veiy  regularly 
in  March,  April,  May,  and  till  tke  middle 
of  June:  then,  nearly  oeaaed  altogedier, 
and  axe  now  in  very  deep  BioultEDg. 

Of  ^'  Anoonaa,"  i  have  only  heard  one 
report;  these  <^laid  freely  (exo^rtang  a 
oonple  of  weeks  at  the  oommeneement  of 
January)  from  the  beginning  of  December 
until  May,  since  then  badly;  not  one 
chicken  has  survived,  though  more  than 
forty  were  hatched." 

I  have  thus  placed  before  the  public 
special  records  in  the  'cases  of  seven  of  our 
principal  varieties ;  all  the  subdivisions,  as 
relating  only  to  the  eoloHr  of  the  plumage, 
in  the  Coehins,  Polands,  and  Gaaie,  I  h«re 
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.eompletoly  waiTed,  and  have  classed  them 
all  together;  both  the  buff  and  {cartridge- 
coloured  of  the  first  kind,  the  silver  and 
the  golden  of  the  second,  and  the  duck- 
wuiged  and  black-breasted  reds  of  the 
latter  yarieties,  tending  to  almost  identical 
Jesuits  as  to  both  eggs  and  chickens. 
Brin^g  this  matter,  then,  to  the  unerrine 
test  of  £  s,  d,,  eggs  have  undoubtedly  paid 
well)  in  almost  SI  cases ;  chickens  contra- 
riwiae,  but  Tcry  rarely;  the  latter  espe- 
cially, being  no  doubt  tmusuaUi/  infiuenced 
(as  before  stated]  by  the  peculiarly  change- 
able weather  during  Ihe  first  few  months 
of  the  i»esent  year. 

I  am  aware,  all  statistical  facts  are  some- 
what tedious  in  the  ^cerusal,  a  result  that 
cannot  possibly  be  avoided  in  their  detail ; 
but  I  nope  some  of  the  readers  of  the 
"Poultry  Chronicle,"  who  may  now  be 
eoBsidenng  the  expHediency  of  "poultry^ 
keepings"  or  hesitating  as  to  a  change  of 
theur  present  stock,  may  find  these  con- 
densed authentio  records  both  serviceable 
and  explanatory.  E.  C. 

— I — 

]^awcliffe  Agricnltural  Show. 

The  second  annual  exhibition  of  the 
Eawdiffe  Agricultural  Assodalion  took 
]^b&oe  at  Eaweliffe,  on  Monday,  August  7. 

At  the  first  ^ow  of  the  society,  held  last 
year,  the  competition  was  conmied  to  one 
or  two  branches  of  agricultural  stock. ;  on 
the  present  occasion  the  exhibition  embraced 
loals,  oowB,  poultry  and  pigs,  the  total 
slumber  of  entries  oeing  between  fifty  and 
sixty,  which  was  more  than  double  the 
aumber  brought  into  the  field  last  yeat* 
•  The  "Yorkshire  Gazette,"  in  supplyiag 
a  notioe  of  the  i^ow,  has  the  follbwihg 
remarks :--"  l^e  establishment  and  success 
of  minor  agricultural  societies  of  this  de- 
seription  soffici^tly  attest  the  spirit  of 
em^ation  and  improvement  which  charac- 
tetises  the  agriculturists  of  the  present  day, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  symptoms  of  the 
progress  which  that  branim  of  industry  is 
spontaneously  effecting  in  the  most  import- 
ant of  all  artides  of  produotion-«^fooa  for 


man  and  beast.  It  may  be  a  iq[ue8tieii 
whether  district  or  village  associations  m^ost 
effectually  answer  the  purpose  in  view,  but 
it  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  vigwous  ^irit 
of  Y(»rkshire  farmers  that  they  have  not 
onl^r  village  and  district^  but  county  asso- 
ciations too.  A  year  or  two  ba»k  we  had 
to  record  the  expiration  of  two  or  i^Eoee 
societies  in  this  neighbourhood^  which  ap- 
peared to  fall  victims  to  the  adverse  jmfiu- 
enees  oithe  memorable  'transition'  period; 
but  we  now  find  the  scale  once  more  turned, 
and  local  societies  springing  up  almost  as 
fast  as  mushrooms.  The  new  Selby  and 
Tadcaster  Society  held  its  first  meeting  leut 
week,  and  we  hear  an  effort  is  to  be  made 
to  bring  Doncaster  within  its  field  of  opera- 
tions. The  Eawcliffe  Society  comes  out 
this  year  with  redoubled  spirit  and  vigour ; 
and  similar  assooiati(ms  in  other  parts  of 
the  district  are^  we  understand,  on  the 
p<ant  of  revival." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  prises 
awarded  for 

POULTRY* 

OooBiN  OniBA,  best  pen  of  (cock  and  two  heBs), 
lOs.,  awarded  to  Mrs.  Beachell,  EawcHffe  Lodge. 

Black  Spanish,  10s.,  to  Mr.  (Juest,  Gfoolei 

DoBEiNa,  10s.,  to  Dr.  Wightman,  Swinefleet. 

Game  Fowls,  10s»,  to  Mr.  T.  Nuns,  RaWcliffe. 

Golden  Pheasant,  10s.,  to  Mr.  Kichardson, 
Thome. 

Silver  Pheasant,  10s.,  to  ditto,  ditto. 

Ban«ahs,  10s.,  to  Mr.  I^gleton,  Howdea^ 

Oaoss  Bbsbd,  10b.,  to  Mr.  George  Lee,  Baw- 
tjliffe-bar. 

Ganbeb  and  Goos%  lOs.^  te  Mr.  W.  Hindi- 
filiffe,  MoorendS)  Thome. 

Duoss  (Drake  and  two  Duoks  of  the  same 
breed),  10s.y  to  Ui.  Thompson,  Knedlington, 
Howden. 


The  PonltryJndge. 

(Omtinued  from  page  581.) 

I KEED  not  add  I  did  not  sleeps  I  was 
called  early,  looked  at  but  did  not  eat  mr 
breakfast,  and  drove  to  the  show-vard.  I 
was  met  at  the  door  by  one  of  tne  eom- 
Biittee  whom  I  had  not  seen  before,  and 
who,  taking  me  aside,  begged  I  ^^idd  be 
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more  than  Tuually  partioular  in  my  deoi- 
fiions,  as  there  had  Deen  many  complaints 
the  previous  year,  and  that  was  their 
reason  for  sending  for  me,  a  new  man  from 
a  distance.  He  stated,  he  was  sorrjr  to 
say  they  were  disap^inted  in  the  arrival 
of  my  ooUeagoe  in  tmie  to  begin  with  me, 
but  he  doubted  not  he  woxud  be  soon 
enongh  to  render  me  considerable  assist- 
ance. He  added,  he  hoped  I  wonld  use 
my  best  exertions,  as  there  were  nine  hun- 
dred pens  to  judge,  and  the  public  were  to 
be  admitted  at  twelye. 

If  I  was  discouraged  before,  what  were 
my  feelings  now  ?  I  dreaded  my  duties  in 
company;  now  I  was  alone.  1  knew  my 
shortcomings  in  knowledge  of  many  classes, 
and  I  trembled.  I  know  not  that  in  the 
course  of  a  long  life  I  ever  felt  so  lonely  as 
when  the  book  and  pencil  were  put  into  my 
haad,  and  I  stooa  alone  surveying  my 
scene  of  labour.  Here  let  me  observe  that 
many  will  smile  at  this,  but  I  assure  them, 
it  is  much  easier  to  walk  round  nine  him- 
dred  pens  after  the  awards  are  put  up,  and 
to  criticise  them,  than  it  is  to  make  them 
in  the  first  place.  Many  a  man  who  con- 
siders himself  a  good  jud^  would  be 
nervous  if  placed  in  my  position.  I  had 
four  short  hours  to  do  my  work,  to  please 
one  hundred,  and  to  displease,  or  at  least 
disappoint,  eight  hundrea  people. 

As  I  walked  round,  the  number  of  good 
birds  in  every  class  increased  my  trouUe. 

Oh!  those  Spanish,  thirty  entries  of 
more  than  average  merit.  One  had  the  best 
cock,  another  the  best  hen;  as  a  set,  the 
next  were  the  most  even ;  others  were  in 
the  best  condition ;  decidedly  I  would 
leave  the  Smnish  till  my  colleague  arrived. 
Then  the  Dorkings!  What  lookiDg  for 
claws,  what  scanning  of  colour,  what  esti- 
mation of  weight.  Twenty  good  pns  out 
of  thirty.  These,  too,  must  wait.  One 
hundred  and  twenty  entries  of  Cochin 
China  chickens.  Here  mv  spirits  rose,  as 
I  effiu)ed  from  my  book  tne  numbers  dis- 
qualified by  clean  legs,  drooping  combs, 
and  incongruity  of  colour.  Here,  thought 
I,  I  shall  at  last  come  to  a  decision ;  but 


alas!  after  leaving  out  the  faulty  pen^y 
there  remained  thirty  to  daim  the  thre^ 
prizes  I  had  in  my  gift.  These,  again,  I 
left  for  my  colleague. 

It  was  BO  throughout,  I  must  tell  the 
truth ;  I  was  frightened,  and  I  could  not 
decide.  About  deven  the  same  committee- 
man I  had  seen  before,  came  to  me  in  great 
tribulation,  to  say  my  expected  coUeagne 
could  not  come,  and  to  beg  me  to  make  the 
most  of  the  hour  that  remained  before  the 
admission  of  the  public. .  What  an  hour! 
How  I  wished  myself  at  home,  and  qtiit  of 
the  unpleasant  custinetion  I  had  so  much 
and  so  long  coveted.  -  I  had  made  my 
remarks  wim  a  view  of  submitting  them  to 
my  expected  colleague,  but  I  was  now 
oUiged  to  go  over  them  and  to  decide 
alone. 

Cervantes  relates,  that  Don  Quixote 
twice  made  his  helmet,  and  on  trying  a 
sword-cut  discovered  each  time  it  was 
worthless  as  defensive  armour.  He  maided 
it  a  third  time,  and  without  submitting  it 
to  any  task,  declared  it  perfect.  So  I,  after 
judging  and  re-judging  my  fowls,  and 
constantly  altering  my  awards,  hurriedly 
gave  the  prizes,  and  persuaded  myscJf  that 
as  a  judge  appointed  by  the  committee,  I 
could  do  no  wrong.  My  first  decisions 
gave  me  some  uneasiness  for  the  moment, 
but  long  before  I  had  reaohed  the  end  of 
my  ioTty^tvro  classes,  I  had  persuaded 
myself  all  was  right,  my  qualms  had  dis- 
appeared,  and  I  gave  in  my  awards  with 
confidence,  receivmg  the  thanks  and  con- 
gratulations of  the  committee  as  my  well- 
earned  deserts. 

Decidedly,  after  all,  it  was  not  so  diffi- 
cult, and  I  had  tormented  myself  for 
nothing.  I  walked  to  my  hotel,  ate  a  good 
meal,  and  after  the  necessary  ablutums, 
retunied  to  the  show. 

Most  persons  have  experienced  the  jarring 
sensations  of  stepping  off  two  steps,  when 
they  imagined  tnere  was  but  one — the 
surprise,  the  shake,  the  momentary  tremor, 
— but  what  must  it  be  to  step  off  five  ? 
Nothing,  I  am  sure,  to  my  astoxoshment 
wh«L,  on  entering  the  cammittee-joam,  I 
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saw  only  blank  and  angry  faces ;  the  £rst 
belonging  to  (^cials,  me  latter  to  exhibi- 
tors. One  of  the  former,  at  his  wit's  end 
to  pacify  a  very  noisy  man,  caught  sight  of 
me  as  I  entered,  and  said,  **Here  is  the 


Old  officers  say  there  is  little  dependence 
io  be  placed  in  men  who  keep  looking 
behind  them.  I  confess  I  looked  at  the 
door,  and  had  it  been  open  I  think  I  should 
have  ran  away ;  but  it  was  only  for  a  mo- 
ment, pride  came  to  the  rescue  and  said, 
Are  you  not  the  appointed  judge  P 

With  a  smiling  face  and  a  beating  heart 
I  advanced  into  the  middle  of  the  room, 
and  avowed  my  office  as  the  awarder  of  the 
•prizes. 

i  Doubtless  many  of  my  readers  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  clever  French  historjr  of 
Adbert  Macaire.  When  that  talented  in- 
dividual had  the  shareholders  of  The  Royal 
Ambnlatory,  Soup,  Eefreshment,  and  Om- 
nibus Association,  called  together  to  hear  a 
statement  of  its  affairs,  he  stood  before  a 
green  baize  curtain  behind  which  his  re- 
treat was  secured,  and  placed  a  large  table 
between  himself  and  the  audience.  As  the 
enormous  expenditure  on  carrots,  coppers, 
meat,  plates,  spoons,  and  omnibuses,  was 
detailed^  his  auditory  closed  in  upon  him. 
When  he  stated  the  receipts  were  **nil," 
and  the  balance  in  hand  **  zero,"  there  was 
a  rush  at  the  table.  He  vanished  through 
the  curtain,  and  was  soon  out  of  reach. 
As  I  surveyed  the  excited  faces  in  that 
room,  how  I  longed  for  such  a  convenience. 
The  committee  had  been  teased  enough, 
they  withdrew,  and  an  angry  circle  was 
formed  around  me,  every  member  of  which 
demanded  information  or  explanation  re- 
specting decisions  in  the  class  in  which  he 
was  an  exhibitor.  *  *  Gentlemen,"  said  I,  "  I 
cannot  explain  to  more  than  one  at  a  tune. 
I  am  willing  to  go  with  any  one  to  his 
class."  All  claimed  first  right,  but  it  was 
at  last  settled  the  first  numl^r  should  have 
first  attention.  When  we  reached  the  com- 
plainant's pen,  I  was  not  known  as  the  judge 
till  the  altercation  brought  people  round 
us.  ■   I  begged  him  to  speak  low,  as  it  made 


things  so  unpleasant  to  me,  but  as  he 
warmed,  he  screamed  raider  tiian  spoke  his 
complaints.  I  was  directly  beset  by  a 
crowd,  every  member  of  which  wished  to 
"have  a  word  with  me."  It  was  in  vain 
I  explained  that  I  hiad  promised  my  atten- 
tion to  several  gentlemen  in  the  committee- 
room,  I  was  hurried  along  from  class  to 
class  and  pen  to  pen,  the  number  of  my 
followers  increasing  evenr  minute  till  I  had 
a  tail  the  late  Daniel  O'uonnell  might  have 
envied.  As  I  stopped  at  each  complaining 
number  to  dispute,  and  looked  round  on 
Hiose  about  me,  I  sought  in  vain  for  one 
friendly  or  sympathising  face. 

I  have  never  been  in  India,  but  I  have 
read  of  the  glare  of  the  eyes  of  a  wild 
beast  when  he  first  marks  a  man  as  his 

frey,  and  is  preparing  to  spring  upon  him. 
have  also  read  that  even  these  will  quail 
before  the  human  eye,  and  that  the  blood- 
thirsty tiger  suspends  his  spring  till  the 
victim's  eyes  are  for  a  moment  closed  or 
turned  away.  Sixty  eyes,  all  full  of  anger, 
were  turned  on  me,  I  looked  in  vain  for 
kindness  or  support,  and  I  was  so  reduced, 
I  must  add,  pity,  from  any  of  them.  Oh ! 
the  ingratitude  of  successful  exhibitors. 
Where  were  those  to  whom  I  had  awarded 
the  prizes,  and  for  the  sake  of  whose 
honour  and  distinction  I  had  incurred  all 
this  misery.  They  ware  nowhere, — I  did 
not  know  one  of  them,  and  yet  I  was 
accused  of  partiality. 

(To  He  cOTUinved), 


Composition  of  Milk. — Milk,  according 
to  the  analysis'  of  Henri  and  Chevalier,,  is 
composed  as  followed : — 


Ca«Biii,  pure  curd 

.     4-48 

Batter 

.    .     8-13 

MUk  sugar 

.    4-77 

Saline  matter 

.     .     0'60 

Water 

.  82-02 

100-00 

All  breeders  appreciate  the  value  of  milk 
to  young  growing  things. 
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Anecdotes  of  Ponltry. 

In  the  autonm  of  1853  I  had  a  small 
brood  of  Spanish  Chickens.  The  mother 
hen  left  them  when  very  young,  and  roosted 
with  the  other  fowls.  Thus  deserted,  a 
Cochin  0)ck  took  to  tiiiem,  brooding  them 
imder  his  wings  witii  the  greatest  care, 
both  by  night  and  by  day. 

A  Black  Hen  tubned  White. — I  had 
a  black  hen  without  a  coloured  or  white 
feather  about  her.  She  laid  very  well; 
8at  twice  dunng  the  summer,  and  brought 
up  one  lot  of  eleven  chickens.  She  wtB 
kept  up  in  the  stall  of  a  stable  until  the 
chickens  were  near  three  months  old.  She 
then  began  to  lose  her  feadiers,  and  wh^a 
the  new  feathers  came,  half  of  them  were 
perfedly  white;  her  bill  and  feet,  which 
bad  heexL  dark-cdbured,  beeame  also  white, 
^e  resumed  laying,  and  brought  up 
chickens.  I  then  parted  with  her  to  a 
Mend  in  the  country,  who  now  infonuB  me 
that  s^e  has  changed  hear  ooat^  and  is  per- 
fectly white.  I  cannot  myself  account  for 
such  a  diange,  unless  it  was  with  being 
kept  up  so  long  with  the  ehiokens  that  she 
was  deprived  of  procuring  the  proper  food 
required  lor  colouring  the  feathers. 

A.  W,  Z. 


Flooring  ftr  Stables -Walb  for  Open 
Cicrt;eni8,  &c. 
Those  who  Hve  easily  accessible  to 
cities,  or  where  gas-tar  may  be  obtained, 
may  make  a  hard  and  water-proof  coatine, 
by  a  mixture  of  gas-tar  and  coarse  sand. 
We  have  eeen  compact,  fioor'-like  walks  in 
gardes  and  i^asune-gioundfl,  made  in  this 
way,  at  a  moderate  cost,  and  on  eloping 
surf aees  it  possessed  the  eminent  advantage 
of  never  bemg  liable  to  waste.  As  the  water 
does  not  enter  it. is  not  cradced  nor  affected 
by-  frost    "Water-lime  cisterns  answer  a 

C""  purpose  forTetaining  water,  where  the 
cannot  reach  them;  but  one  freezing 
completely  ruins  them.  This  is  not  the  case 
with  the  tar  and  sand;  hence  it  may  be 
used  for  open  reseiroirs,  small  ponds  in 


oniaBiental grounds,^  ImpefviooB stabie 
floors  may  be  made  in  the  same  way,  wMc^ 
wHl  possess  the  advantage  of  carrying  off 
without  waste  all  the  liquid  portions 
of  ih.e  manure  to  tanks,  reservoits,  or 
absorbents  placed  for  this  purpose.  Ckjmsoati 
tear  would  probably  succeed  better  than  ga&- 
tar,  but  is  much  more  costly.  We  have 
known  where  a  smalL  portion  of  tar  had 
escaped  firom  a  barrel  on  a  bed  of  sand,  a 
compound  formed  as  hard  as  saadst(me>  aad 
which  was  not  in  the  least  affected  by  the 
freezing  and  thawing  of  soae&sm^  winters. 


Ornamental  Oeese. 

Fbom  a  chapter  on  Ornamental  Geese  in 
ike  ''Ohio  Farmer,"  by  Mr.  Giles,  of 
Oonneoticut,  the  well-known  poultry  £an- 
oier^  we  extract  the  loUowing: — 

The  JE^piptian  G^ae.-^Among  the  truly 
omamentoi,  the  Egyptian  eoose  stan^ 
£TBt.  They  are  a  "feit  of  the  lieroglyphios 
of  tJie  E^^rptians,  a  favourite  artuue  of 
food  for  the  BrieBts»  and  their  eggs  are  ocm- 
sidered  of  delieious  flavour.  They  arc 
hardy,  and  easy  to  raise;  laying  seldom 
over  seven  eggs  at  one  time.  They  are 
very  pugnacious  over  their  nest  and  younf, 
and  woe  be  to  Ihe  intruder^  Three  broods 
can  be  brought  off  in  one  seascm,  by  setting 
their  flist  aad  second  laying  of  eggs  under 
a  hen. 

The  plumage  of  the  Egyptian  ^se  is 
most  beautiful;  the  base  (»  ths  bill,  and 
the  spaoe  surrounding  the  e;^s,  is  a  chest- 
nut brown;  «heeks>  crown,  cfain^  and  throat, 
yeUowiflh  white*.  The  neck  is  yeUowish 
brown,  pakr  o&  the  hvepeit^  and  on  the 
back  zeddii^  brown ;  the  upper  part  of  the 
baok»  the  breast,  and  flanks^  pale  yeUowidL 
browU)  minutely  waved  with  a  darker  tint; 
oentte  of  the  broast  and  belly  nesriy  white, 
with  a  dark  patoh  (a  horse-idioe)  ti  oheath 
nut  brown,  where  these  parts  may  be  said 
to  join,  vent  and  under  tail  ooverts  buff 
orange;  the  lower  baok,  rump,  upper  tetl 
ooverts,  and  tail,  black;  wings  as  far  as 
the  greater  ooverts,  piure  white,  the  latlw 
having  a  deep,  blaok  bar  near  their  tq^ ; 
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the  scapuloTis  or  wing  feattierB  and  tertials 
ohestnut  red,  with,  grayish  brown  colour  on 
the  inner  webs;  secondaries  bladk  at  the 
tips,  and  with  the  outer  webs,  a  brUliant, 
yarying  green. 

They  are  a  rare  bird,  hard  to  be  obtained, 
but  when  obtained,  easily  k^t.  Their 
weight  is  about  twelve  pounds  the  pair. 
They  stand  high  on  the  legs,  which  are 
of  a  pink  colour. 


Beitt  Eating  their  Eggs. 

FBOM  THE  BOSTON  ASD  LOUTH  GUARDIAK. 

SiE, — ^As  I  observe  that  you  devote  a 
column  of  your  most  interesting  journal  to 
articles  connected  with  poult^,  will  you 
ebJige  me  by  informing  me  of  the  best 
means  to  prevent  the  fowls  eating  their 
eggs  ?  F(»r  a  week  or  two  past  I  have  been 
much  astonished  at  getting  no  eggs,  but  the 
other  dav,  happening  to  be  in  the  yard  just 
after  a  nen  had  laid,  and  hearing  a  great 
noise  amongst  the  fowls,  I  went  to  look,  and 
found  them  all  (the  mother  amongst  them) 
fighting  for  the  new-laid  egg,  i  ou  will 
much  oblige  if  you  will  give  me  a  hint  on 
the  subject.  Yours,  R.  Qt, 

[The  Editor's  reply  is : — Our  hint  will  be 
very  cruel  and  uncompromising.  E.  G. 
may  pen  his  fowls  up  for  f attenmf'  as  soon 
as  ne  pleases.  Excepting  in  theliands  of 
the  oook,  Ihey  will  never  be  of  the  slightest 
profit  to  him.  We  speak  from  experience. 
Two  years  ago  pur  entire  ornithological 
establishment,  consisting  of  a  dozen  Dor- 
kings, was  condemned  in  like  manner. 
We  fear  that  we  had  taught  the  dbwls 
habits  of  cannibalism  by  giving  them  the 
shells  of  their  own  eggs  to  eat.  We  tried 
mild  curative  measures  first.  We  gave 
them  boiled  eggs,  scalding  hot,  and  a^  a 
first  taste  they  cooled  their  bills  in  the 
gravel,  turned  the  egg  over  and  over  a  few 
times  with  their  feet,  and  then,  when  it 
was  ready  for  eating,  fought  and  scratched 
over  the  dainty  morsel,  and  swallowed  it 
before  our  eyes.  The  cockerel,  who,  as  the 
father  of  a  £imily  ought  to  have  known 


better,  and  set  a  good  example,  struttod 
about  as  if  he  highly  approved  the  transac* 
tion,  and  occasionally  selected  a  dainty 
morsel  of  the  yolk  for  himself,  thus 
becoming  worse  tiian  an  accomplice  in  the 
infanticide.  After  this  we  adopted  another 
expedient.  We  got  an  egg  blown,  and 
filled  the  shell  with  a  coinposition  of  nxus- 
tard,  vinegar,  aloes,  salts  and  other  horrible 
associations.  The  fowls  got  one  good  dose, 
and  ran  up  and  down  the  walk,  datteiing, 
and  shaking  their  heads,  with  an  expres- 
sion of  intense  disgust  which  was  very 
ludicrous  to  witness.  Like  Mr»  Samud 
Weller  at  the  Harrowgate  Spa,  they  only 
tasted  the  liquor  once ;  out  the  punisiunent 
was  useless,  as  we  got  no  more  eggs. 
"E.  G."  may  try  the  above  means;  we 
cem  suggest  nothing  better;  but  we  fear 
that  capital  punishment  will  alone  be  auo* 
oessful  in  removing  the  eviL] 


PoTiUry  aad  the  '' Poultry  CSiroiiiole.'* 

FBOX  AN  AKEBIOAK  OOIEKFO&JLBT. 

The  <*  Poultry  Chronicle,"  of  which  we 
spoke  a  month  or  two  ago,  oomes  regularly 
to  hand,  and  is  always  read  by  us  witn 
much  interest.  In  a  late  number  the  editor 
talks  very  sensibly  upon  the  Poultry 
Mania,  as  they  dignify  it  in  England,  but 
which  we  in  this  tfee  and  easy  country  call 
the  Sen  Fever,  Although^  eome  of  the 
remarks  may  seem  rather  queer  to  our 
readers,  in  this  oountry,  wl^re  the  very 
poorest  of  our  population  partake  of 
'^  chicken  fixeas"  eJt  their  pleasure,  stOl 
the  inferences  and  deductions  are  as  appro- 
priate and  important  with  us  as  with  our 
m^ads  across  the  water.  Let  no  one  sneer 
at  the  efforts  making  to  improve  the  poultry 
of  the  country,  for  aside  from  the  direct 
good  it  is  accomplishing  in  adding  to  our 
produotive  resources,  it  is  also  doing  an 
immense  deal  of  good  in  exciting  the  ambi- 
tion and  the  interest  of  the  children  of  the 
farmer,  and  adding  another  strong  item  to 
the  number  of  home  pleasures  which  spring 
up  around  the  homestead  and  dispel  the 
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mistaken  notion  that  a  farmer^s  life  is  a 
life  of  toil  and  drudgery.  A  coop  of  supe- 
rior chickens  will,  in  tnis  respect,  have  an 
influence  which  no  parent  should  lightly 
esteem. 


A  Bamble  on  the  Banks  of  the 
WithasL 

10  IBS  BDITOB  Of  THS  **  FOVLTKT  OHBORIOIiE." 

AlLOW  me  to  take  you  hy  the  button  of 
your  coat  and  quietly  tell  you  a  few  matters 
connected  with  another  ramble  of  mine, 
along  by  the  green  lanes,  and  the  banks  of 
the  river  Witham,  endeavouring  to  profit 
both  in  bodily  and  mental  powers  oy  a 
stroll  away  from  the  noise  and  impure 
atmosphere  of  the  town,  believing  that  the 
roaming  along  river-banks  and  beside 
placid  waters  pves  rise  to  the  most  refined 
intellectual  enjoyments,  and  that  the  con- 
templation thereby  afibrded,  has  a  direct 
ti^ndency  to  elevate  the  mind  and  subdue 
and  purify  the  heart. 

I  confess  I  have  some  diffidence  in 
trespassing  upon  your  columns,  but  pre- 
suming that  the  "Chronicle"  was  estab- 
lished mainly  that  we  might  be  enabled  to 
throw  our  sayings  and  doings  and  p^lean- 
ings  into  one  eommon  stock,  to  aid  the 
**  vagaries  "  of  the  poultry  fancy — I  oast  in 
my  mite  too. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  following  re- 
marks dpply  to  angling  rather  than  to 
poultry,  yet  I  cannot  see  why  the  poultry- 
fancier  should  differ  from  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, who  are  in  fact  angling  in  one  direc- 
tion or  another  through  the  various  walks 
in  life ;  and  it  is  perhaps  beyond  a  question 
that  the  angler,  poultry-keeper,  or  other 
lover  of  nature,  is  more  harmlessly  or 
intellectually  employed  than  most  of  the 
others.  The  poultry  fancy  has  lately 
rapidly  extended  amongst  all  classes  of 
persons;  and  we  believe  it  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  exercise  a  beneficial  infinenoe,  and 
to  give  the  mind  of  the  younger  part  of  the 
community  a  really  right  direotion,  not- 
withstanding the  ridicule  that   has  been 


thrown  upon  the  poultry  mania.  The 
angler's  amusement  too,  has  frequently 
been  ridiculed,  and  his  vagaries  as  they 
have  been  termed,  have  often  been  the 
theme  of  heavy  jokes  and  leaden  sarcasm, 
by  the  grave,  slow-blooded,  calculating, 
sober,  jog-trot  plodders  of  this  world,  the 
totters-up,  the  patient  seekers  of  pelf,  the 
dot-and-go-one-men,  who  universally  in- 
dulge in  this  species  of  merriment.  But 
we  retort  upon  our  opponents,  that  "  vaga- 
ries "  are  not  confinea  to  anglers  nor  poultry- 
fanciers.  If  you  want  them  in  perfection,  you 
must  go  elsewhere.  You  must  go  to  the 
grave  formal  treatises  put  together  by  the 
plodding,  the  diligent,  the  calculating,  the 
scientific ;  you  must  ^o  to  engineers  with- 
out wigs,  and  doctors  with  them — to  calcu- 
lators of  levels,  distances,  diameters,  and 
forces— to  chemists  and  laborators  and 
manipulators  of  all  kinds — to  men,  in 
short,  of  grave  physiognomies,  dirty  hands, 
and  begrimed  countenances,  who  never 
were  in  love  with  anything  but  cog- 
wheels, high  pressure  engines,  convex  rails, 
furnaces,  horizontal  chimneys,  retorts,  spirit 
levels,  theodolites,  and  spinning  jennies. 
In  fact  if  you  want  to  see  the  "  vagaries  " 
of  the  human  mind  on  the  "high  ropes," 
in  the  highest  state  of  rankness,  you  must 
go  to  a  patent  office,  or  a  parhamentary 
agency  establishment.  There,  together 
with  the  rarest  effijrts  of  human  ingenuity, 
you  will  find  a  strange  admixture  of  ex- 
travagancies, beyond  the  dreams  of  madmen, 
the  exaggeration  of  the  poet,  or  the  specu- 
lations of  the  philosopher. 

Trudging  along  by  the  river  side,  listen- 
ing to  me  murmurings  of  the  stream  as  it 
rippled  along  towards  the  sea,  and  to  the 
tinkling  of  the  bells  in  St.  Botolph's  Tower, 
annoimcing  the  hour  of  evening  prayer  in 
that  magnificent  and  venerable  pile,  I 
came  up  to  a  disciple  of  Isaac  Walton,  whose 
avocation  somewhat  puzzled  me.  He  was 
sitting  upon  a  bank  with  a  spade  upon  his 
knees,  mixing  some  gunpowder  with  water 
into  a  fusee,  which  having  completed  to  his 
satisfaction,  he  rolled  up  in  apiece  of  paper 
into  tiie^ormof  a  cartridge;  he  next  got 
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into  the  ditch  and  dug  a  lump  of  clay,  and 
then  proceeding,  cautiously, to  a  hole  m  the 
bank,  fired  his  fusee,  and  forced  it  into  the 
hole,  which  he  immediately  closed  with 
the  clay.  He  then  began  vigorously 
digging  that  part  of  the  bank  away,  and 
following  the  curling  of  the  smoke,  he  in  a 
few  mom^ts  reached  the  end  of  the  passage 
and  discovered  the  nest  of  the  common 
wasp  {vespa  vulgar%s)y  which  he  took  for 
bait  for  the  ^mij  tribe.  It  immediately 
occurred  to  me  that  the  contents  of  the  nest 
would  prove  delicious  food  for  chickens ;  I 
therefore  accompanied  him  on  his  search, 
and  in  about  half  an  hour  he  had  taken 
seven  nests  weighing  many  pounds,  several 
of  which  he  kindly  gave  to  me  for  a  feast 
for  my  chickens,  and  the  following  morning 
they  made  an  excellent  breakfast.  The 
fiisee  was  also  used  to  stujpify  the  wasps, 
and  probably  a  tobacco-funugating  bellows 
as  used  by  gardeners  would  be  a  more  con- 
venient mode  of  taking  them ;  there  appeared 
to  be  little  risk  of  being  stung,  which  would 
otherwise  certainly  be  the  case.  Some  may 
object  to  the  taking  of  the  nests,  on  the 
ground  of*  cruelty,  but  they  must  remember 
what  it  is  they  sympathise  with ;  the  robber 
of  the  sweet  of  the  hive,  and  the  greatest 
pest  that  we  have  to  endure  amongst  the 
insect  tribe;  and  besides:  the  numerous 
tenants  of  the  nest  would  most  of  them  perish 
when  the  severity  of  weather  sets  in,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  femiales  destined  to 
continue  the  race,  which  upon  the  approach 
of  Spring,  issue  forth,  each  takmg  her 
separate  way,  to  be  the  solitary  foundress 
of  a  busy  colony.  The  nests  are  formed 
in  holes  in  banks,  in  thatch,  under  roofs  of 
buildings  and  similar  situations,  >¥hich 
when  occupied  are  readHy  discovered  at 
eventide,  if  you  can  see  only  a  solitary 
wasp  in  the  air,  as  it  is  then  on  its  road 
home.  The  nest  is  made  of  paper  manufac- 
tured by  the  insect  from  the  fibres  of  wood, 
and  contains  several  tiers  of  hexagonal 
cells  of  the.  same  material,  where  the  eggs 
are  deposited  and  shortly  become  larv», 
which  are  fed  by  the  wasp  until  they 
assume  the  pupa  state,  and  in  a  few  days 


come  forth  a  crowd  of  labourers,  ready  to 
assist  the  solitary  female  in  enlarging  the 
nest.  According  to  Kirby  and  Spence, 
"  the  number  of  cells  in  a  vespiary  some- 
times amounts  to  more  than  16,000.  Each 
cell  serves  for  three  generations  in  the 
f/eaTf  which,  after  making  allowance  for 
failures  and  other  caaualties,  will  give  a 
population  of  30,000."  Externally  the  nest 
IS  of  an  oval  form,  and  the  layers  of  cells 
are,  in  the  perfect  nest>  from  twelve  to 
si^dteen  in  number,  and  placed  horizontally. 
It  is  about  three  feet  in  circumference,  and 
frequently  with  its  contents  weighs  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-one  pounds,  and  is  never 
used  a  second  year.  My  angling  friend 
last  year,  took  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  of  these  nests,  and  if  a  lad  or  two 
were  occasionally  employed  in  this  way, 
what  an  immense  quantity  of  food  might 
be  obtained  for  poultry,  and  at  very  small 
cost,  during  the  whole  of  the  Autumn. 

The  food  would  consist  of  the  maggots, 
gentles,  or  larvsB  which  are  found  loose  in 
the  cells,  and  serve  for  immediate  use,  and 
the  pupae  (the  larvae  changing  from  the 
maggot  to  the  winged  state),  which  are 
contained  in  cells  sealed  or  covered  over. 
The  latter  by  being  baked  in  an  oven  until 
the  cells  turn  brown,  will  keep  several 
months,  and  serve  for  winter  store. 

Boston,  Aug.  12.  C.  P. 


Exhibition  Fowls. 

KO.   IV. 

BY  PEKKISSIOH  FROM  BAILY'S  "FOWLS." 

THE  SPANISH. 
COOKS.  HENS. 

Large    erect    single  Very  large,  pendant 

comb.     Perfectly  white  comb,  hanging  over  one 

face  from  the  comb  to  side  of  the  face.     Face 

the  gill.      Long,   pen-  perfectly  white  every- 

dant,    white    ear-lobe,  where.      Fall    breast, 

quite    free    from    any  Body  tapering   to  the 

mixture  of  red.   Ample  tail,  which  should  be 

tail.     Erect  carnage.  ample,  and  carried  erect. 
Rather  long  than  short 
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ImperaUve  JUUet. 

Unmixed  white  faoe  and  black  plumage.  No 
red,  irfaite,  or  coloured  feathers.  Leaden-blae 
legs.  Large  oombs.  Upright  carriage.  Metallic 
lostre  on  the  plumage. 

These  birds  should  be  exhibited  in  capital 
condition.  The  red  comb,  white  face,  and  black 
plumage,  should  at  onoe  strike  the  spectator. 

The  white  fitce  is  the  chief  pointy  and  no 
qualities-  can  compensate  for  the  absence  of  it ; 
but  if  liie  can  be  united  with  it^  it  is  desirable. 


Figt<»L-flyi]ig  in  Belgium. 

VO  THB  IDITOB  09  THB  POULTRT  OHBOKIOLB. 

Sib, — I  have  taken  the  liherty  of  for- 
warding you  acootints  of  the  great  flying- 
match  from  Marseilles  to  Brussels.  I 
believe  there  are  many  pigeon-fanciers  who 
read  your  valuable  **roultry  Chronicle," 
who  may  not  have  seen  the  account,  but 
who  would  feel  deeply  interested  in  it, 
particularly  the  efentlemen  of  the  flying 
fancy.  Por  myself,  I  believe  it  is  true,  I 
have  heard  it  said  that  pigeons  have  done 
two  thousand  miles,  which  i  do  not  believe, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  practisiag  them ; 
for,  however  well  the  birds  are  bred,  they 
will  not  home  without  practising  them.  I 
have  heard  that  fanciers  on  the  Continent 
take  as  deep  an  interest  in  their  extraor- 
dinary birds  and  matches  as  some  persons 
take  in  this  countiy  with  their  race-hoyses 
and  the  Derby,  What  will  our  brother 
flying  fanciers  in  this  country  say  to  this 
homeing  match  ?  Simply,  "  It  is  a  fly  with 
a  vengeance," 

Should  you  in  your  judgment  think  it 
worth  recording  in  your  valuable  "  Poultry 
Chronicle,"  I  shall  feel  grateful,  A  brother 
fancier,  Jno.  Maithews  Eatok. 

7,  Islington  Green. 

[from  a  weekly  paper.] 

A  sweepstakes  for  a  fly  of  eight  hundred 
miles  (from  Marseilles  to  Brussels)  came  off 
on  Sunday,  the  16th  instant,  but,  owing  to 
the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather,  did 
not  prove,  as  satisfactory  as  some  previous 
ones.    There  were  eighteen  prizes,  the  flrst 


three  of  whioh  were  token  on  the  19th,  the 
others  not  until  the  24th.  The  Ist  prize 
was  gained  b^  M.  Dehenefle,  of  Namur; 
2nd,  by  M.  Simonis,  of  Li^ge ;  3rd,  by  J. 
VanhaeUen;  4th,  by  M.  I)eheneflfe,  of 
Namur;  6th,  by  M,  Delorge,  of  Namur; 
6th,  by  M.  Defoux,  of  Namur ;  7th,  by  do. ;  | 
8th,  by  M.  Chantraine,  of  Kamur;  9th,  by  | 
M.  Bridt,  of  Namur;  10th,  byM.Enffelen, 
of  Antwerp;  11th,  by  M.  Mitchell,  of 
Kookelberg ;  12th,  by  M,  Laurent,  of  Na- 
mur ;  13th,  by  M.  Winterainken,  of  Ant- 
werp ;  14th,  by  M.  Denver,  of  Brusselfl ; 
15th,  by  M.  Putaert,  of  Molenbeck;  16th, 
by  M.  A.  Coopers,  of  Brussels ;  17th,  byM. 
Deoook,  of  Boom;  and  the  18th,  by  M.  | 
Mertens,  of  Antwerp,  During  the  event  it 
blew  a  perfect  hurricane  &r  a  great  portion 
of  the  time ;  and  the  weather  has  been  so  I 
bad  throughout  the  entire  season  that  many 
of  the  fanciers  have  lost  all  their  birds  in 
training.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Namurians  were  particularly 
fortunate,  haviQg  gained  nearly  half  w» 
prices. 

■  ■♦ 

American  Brahmas. 

FROX  TH3B    <<  NORTHERN  VARMSR," 

Wb  would  respectfully  inform  our  Eng- 
lish friends  and  readers  of  the  <' Fanner,'* 
that  the  idea  prevalent  to  some  extent  in 
England,  that  Brahma  fowls  existed  theie 
previous  to  being  sent  over  by  Dr.  Bennett, 
IS  a  mistake.  Mrs.  Hosier  Williams,  of 
Eaton  Mascott,  near  Shrewsbury,  received 
direct  from  Dr.  B.  the  first  pair  introduced 
into  England,  and  her  acknowledgment  of 
the  same  shows  that,  at  least,  she  had 
never  heard  of  that  breed,  nor  had  she  ever 
seen  any  like  them  before,  although  an  ex- 
tensive fowl-fancier,  and  acquainted  with 
aU  the  breeds  favourably  known  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  ORI&IK  of  these  fowls  can  never  be 
traced  further  than  has  already  been  de- 
veloped, true  or  fabulous,  and  at  this  late 
day  it  is  quite  useless  to  attempt  to  arrive 
at  any  new  facts  pertaining  thereto.  We 
profess  to  know  about  as  much  in  regard  to 
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their  ori^  as  any  one,  having  heard  the 
views  ana  statements  of  all  parties  from  the 
beginning  to  the  present  day.  We,  there- 
fore, are  prepared  to  make  the  following 
statements,  and  we  challenge  any  man  to 
prove  us  in  error. 

1st.  That  no  Brahma  Pootra  fowls  have 
ever  been  imported  iato  the  IT,  S.,  or  any 
other  country  from  China  pr  Asia,  since  the 
alleged  importation  of  three  pairs  to  the 
city  of  New  York  in  1850,  from  one  of 
wmch  it  is  allegped  all  the  Brahmas  have 
originated,  now  in  this  country  or  in  Eng- 
land. 

2nd,  That  no  such  fowls  are  known  to 
exist  in  China,  or  Asia,  at  the  present 
time. 

When  we  say  Bbahka  fowls,  we  do  not 
mean  gbat  SHAireHAES,  as  it  is  quite  pro- 
bable that  certain  gray  fowls  may  have 
been  imported  from  China;  but  we  refer 
to  fowls  with  cream-white  bodies,  dark 
wing  and  tail  tips,  and  neck  hackles  of  tho 
same  hue. 

It  is  of  no  consequence  now  how  they 
ORIGINATED,  as  a  knowledge  of  that  matter 
cannot  change  them  in  the  least ;  but  it  is 
certain  that  a  fube  Brahma  fowl  was  never 
seen  in  England  till  sent  there  from  the 
U.  States ^Ed, 


How  the  Public  can  see  a  Sebright 

Bantam. 
YouE  "  Poultry  Chronicle "  is  very  ac- 
ceptable and  interesting,  I  assure  you, 
every  Wednesday  morning;  different  to 
the  *<  Times,"  wmch  reports  no  proeress  in 
the  East.  In  yours,  we  have  freeSh  com- 
ments, fresh  arguments,  and  fresh  anec- 
dotes, interesting  and  amusing  to  the 
poulixy  world:  and  I  find  non-fanciers 
take  a  great  interest  in  your  journal. 

The  last  two  or  three  Weeks  we  have 
been  amused  by  the  Quibbling  upon  the 
Sebright  Bantam's  tail;  this  week,  the 
Hamburgs,  perhaps  the  next  we  shall  have 
the  Brahma  Poo&as,  and  no  final  agree- 
ment upon  what  oanstitates  a  perfect,  pure 


tail  after  all :  a  pity  but  the  Bouthems  and 
^Northerns  could  settle  it. 

I  would  wish  lust. to  make  one  remark 
upon  the  Sebright^s  tail  (my  author  T  wiU 
give  by  and  by).  No  Sebright,  bird  is 
ever  spangled  anywhere ;  their  tails  should 
be  pencilled,  destitute  of  sickle  feather,  and 
it  is  doubtfal  whether  anyone  could  get  a 
perfect  pencilled  tail  above  one  bird  out  of 
fifty :  they  would  be  smeared  or  irregular 
in  some  way.  The  feathering  of  the  body, . 
I  think,  has  been  described  in  your  past 
Chronicles. 

Their  weights,  cocks  one  year  old,  should 
not  exceed  21  oz. ;  hens,  18  oz. ;  and  very 
erect :  in  fact,  I  have  seen  the  first  of  the 
class  at  Sir  Thomas  Sebright*  s  so  upright, 
that  they  would  shake  like  a  fantail  pigeon. 
The  real  sneoimen  of  the  Sebright  Bantam 
has,  I  believe,  never  been  exhibited  to 
public  competition  yet.  My  informant,  C« 
Hamilton,  Esq.,  who,  with  the  late  Sir 
John  Sebright,  took  puch  great  pains  in 
originating  such  a  bird,  informs  me  that 
the  late  Baronet  and  he  have  walked  and 
sat  together  for  two  and  three  days, 
examining,  consulting,  and  disputing  upon 
which  were  the  best  of  five  or  six  birds. 

I  have  intimated,  Why  not  show  with  us  , 
at  these  public  competitions  ?    They  reply : 
You  doirt  suppose  I  would  risk  my  birds, 
some  I  value  at  £20  or  £30  each,  for  the 
honour  of  20s.  and  10s. 

I  suggest,  Mr.  Editor,  that,  to  gain  the 
public  a  fair  view  of  these,  the  most  orna- 
mental '  of  poultry,  subscriptions  be  asked 
(and  especially  as  there  are  so  many 
prize-holders)  for  a  gold  or  silver  cup  or 
nlate,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
laid  down  by  the  Sebright  Club,  Show  at 
Birmingham,  London,  or  elsewhere,  for  the 
Sebrights  alone:  then,  and  not  till  then, 
will  you  see  the  Sebright  stars  come  out ; 
and  men  will  the  public  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowiag  what  a  pure  Sebright 
Bantam  is  without  quibbUng  about  their 
tails. 

I  hope  these  leisure  lines  may  not  be  in- 
truding too  much  on  your  columns ;  but 
some  mends  and  I  womd  be  happy  to  for- 
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ward  you  our  Btibficriptioiis.    Upon  this, 
would  some  spirited  person  or  correspon- 
dent, such  as  "  W.  W.,"  draw  out  a  sys- 
tem. H.  F. 
Herts. 


The  Silver  flpangled  Hamburg. 

PS02M70K  Of  EO^. 

A  CoEB£SPOin)£i^T  informs  us  that  a 
statement  lias  been  courteously  banded  to 
bim  for  publication  in  "  Tbe  Chronicle," 
showing  the  extraordinary  productiyeness 
of  the  Silver  Spangled  Hamburg  fowls. 
The  stock  was  eleven  hens  oud  one  cock, 
the  hens  being  of  various  ages.  From  the 
1st  of  February  to  the  Ist  of  August  in  the 
present  year  the  number  of  eggs  collected 
was  1,527,  bein^  58  per  week,  and  19  over, 
or  within  two  of  139  eggs  from  each  hen. 
The  fowls  axe  kept  separately,  at  a  good 
walk,  having  been  nested  in  tne  way  usual 
with  fEum  poultry.  Our  correspondent 
adds  that  the  retiun  may  be  relied  upon 
as  perfectly  accurate ;  and  he  expresses  a 
hope  that  similar  statements,  equally  well 
authenticated,  will  be  communicated,  to  us 
from  time  to  time.  Such  information  being 
in  the  highest  degree  interesting,  and  usefiu 
in  ^bmig  the  amateur  to  form  correct 
(pinions  as  to  the  value  of  any  particular 
variety. 


■'s 


ORBAP  9ABSS  TO  POULTRY  SHOWS. 

Mb.  £DiTOa.-^Sir,  Tour  well-timed  remarks 
in  the  23rd  number  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle,*' 
reapecting  cheap  trains,  &c.  in  connection  with 
poultiy  snows,  were  not  lost  upon  iu  at  South- 
ampton.^ Applications  have  been  made  to  the 
autnorities/  and  although  not  successful  this 
meeting  we  hope  to  be  able  to  announce  it  next 
vear.  Howeyer,  the  London  and  South-Western 
Railway  have  arranged  to  convey  all  birds  free 
of  charge  on  their  return  from  the  forthcoming 
exhil2ition  on  the  SOth  and  3l8t  of  August,  which, 
by  the  wa^,  I  am  happy  to  say,  from  the  number 
of  entries  in  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tingiiibhed  brtted«n  of  poultry  and  pigeons,  pro- 


mises to  eclipse  its  previous  success.    The  show 
will  take  place  this  year  in  the  extensive  Antelope    . 
Cricket  Ground,  under  a  spacious  marquee,  with 
the  extra  attraction  of  the  military  band  of  the    ' 
North  Hants  Yeomanry  Cavalry.  i 

Onb  of  thb  Committee. 

[Poultry  amateura  are  much  indebted  to  rail-    : 
way  authorities,  who  aid  exhibitions  with  such    ' 
valuable  assistance  as  either  the  free  oarriage  of 
the  birds,  or  facility  to  vidtora  in  getting  return- 
tickets. — Bj>.]  I 


THE  OAKE  FOWL  AT  WELUVOTON. 

Two  correspondents — **M.  A.,"  who  states 
that  he  is  not  an  exhibitor,  and  **  An  Exhibitor, 
but  not  in  the  Gteme  Class "  (who  favoured  us  j 
with  their  cards,  not  for  publication)  write  con-  i 
ceming  the  first  price  to  Oame  fowl  at  Welling-  j 
ton,  Somerset,  which  they  say  that  they  and 
many  others  consider  to  have  been  given  to  birds 
not  the  most  deserving  of  it.  As  it  is  always 
best  to  go  to  the  fountain-head  for  information, 
we  sent  one  of  the  letters  (containing  the  sub- 
stance of  both)  to  the  gentleman  who  officiated 
as  judge  on  the  occasion— Mr.  Hewitt,  of  Bir- 
mingham, of  course  submitting  it  to  his  courtesy 
whether  he  would  like  to  explain  his  reasons  for 
the  decision  in  question.  With  his  permissiou 
(of  course)  we  publish  his  reply: — 

Mb.  Editob, — I  unhesitatingly  comply  with 
the  request  of  your  correspondent  who  signs 
himself  "  An  Exhibitor,  but  not  in  the  Oame 
Class,"  at  the  Wellington,  Somerset,  Poultiv 
Show,  of  whom  (though  he  has  endoeed  yon  his 
card,  as  I  find  stated  at  the  foot  of  his  letter)  I 
myself  have  not  the  slightest  knowledge. 

1  certainly  feel  a  litUe  surprised  that  such 
remarks  should  be  applied  to  my  decision ;  but 
willleave  each  of  your  numerous  readers  to  form 
his  own  opinion  as  to  the  aptitude  and  justice  of 
such  a  course,  after  hearing  my  reason  for  giving 
the  disputed  prize.  Your  correspondent  quotes 
a  rule  of  the  society,  **  that  beauty  of  plumage, 
height  of  condition,  and  purity  of  race,  would  oe 
preferred  to  mere  size,  &e,"  My  answer  to  this 
tn^lied  allegation  is,  the  immediate  admission 
that  the  fowls  in  another  pen  were  decidedly  the 
larger  and  more  weighty  fowls,  in  comparison 
with  the  successful  ones.  Oreat  size  and  weight, 
however,  are  not  by  any  means  necessarily 
essential  features  of  the  Game  fowl;  the  trait  of 
character  desired' is,  contrariwise,  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  physical  power  and  endurance,' 
combined  with  the  most  vigorous,  **  clever,"  and 
elastic  motions ;  to  these  must  be  added  a  hard, 
closely-lying  feather,  with  a  general  appearance 
perfectly  devoid  of  all  coarseness.  I  also  admit 
the  winners  tvere  just  commeneing  their  moulting, 
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as  all  adult  fowls  naturally  are  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  as  was  necessarily  the  caJbe,  more 
or  less,  in  eyery  pen  throughout  the  whole  class ; 
but  most  decidedly  quite  another  month  must 
yet  elapse  before  they  are  in  **the  midst'*  of  it; 
and  in  regard  to  their  being  **  out  of  condition/' 
the  only  posuble  reason  I  can  assign  for  such  an 
assertion,  arises  from  the  fact  that  your  corre- 
spondent oould  never  haye  '^handled  "  the  birds, 
or  he  oould  not,  if  at  all  oonyersant  with  poultry, 
haye  come  to  such  conclusion;  their  **  condition" 
(for  the  time  of  year)  being  unexceptionable. 

To  the  query  "  "Why  I  gaye  them  a  first  prize, 
or  a  prize  at  all?"  my  rejoinder  is  simply: 
Because  they  were  undoubtedly,  at  the  time 
being,  both  the  most  pure  in  appearance  (I  belieye 
also  in  iaet),  and  more,  they  toere  the  only  welU 
matched  pen  in  ths  whole  ctaaa. 

Further,  to  justify  the  award,  I  beg  to  state 
that  this  pen  of  fowls  has  been  exhibited  on  eight 
different  occasions,  and  on  these  eight  onlyj  yiz., 
Cheltenham,  Torquay,  Bath  and  West  of  Eng- 
land, Bristol,  Taunton,  Wellington,  and  Exeter. 
At  seven  of  these  they  haye  taken  Jirst  prizes 
against  all  competitors ;  at  the  remaining  one 
(Torquay),  where  I  ctUme  adjudicated,  they  were 
adjudged  the  second  premium.  This  is  the  only 
instance,  it  will  be  seen,  in  which  they  failed  to 
secure  the  first  prize,  when  subjected  to  the  rigid 
scrutiny  of  most  of  the  best  poultry  judges  in  ihie 
kingdom ;  and  yet  I  am  accused  of  a  '^  mysteri- 
ous," ^*  partial, '  and  ''improper  decision." 

•  I  will  not  here  allude  by  name  to  the  numerous 
body  of  gentlemen  whose  opinions  haye  proved 
concurrent  in  favour  of  these  birds :  reference  to 
the  abovementioned  Prize  Lists  will,  at  a  glance, 
show  your  readers  that  they  embrace  almost 
every  one  of  our  principal  and  well-known 
poultry  judges,  and  therefore  if  sinning  (?),  I 
am  happy  to  be  found  in  such  excellent  and 
well-informed  company.  My  only  *^  partiality," 
Mr.  Editor,  is  for  the  best  pen  of  fowls,  at  the 
time  present  to  win,  see  them  where  I  may  at  an 
exhibition,  utterly  regardless  of  their  past  achieve- 
ments, or  future  prospects  of  success,  and  equally 
so  as  to  who  may  be  their  possessor. 

I  will  briefiy  add,  that  my  knowledge  of  the 
|;entleman  owning  the  winning  fowls,  in  the 
mstance  referred  to,  is  extremely  limited,  and 
has  never  been  extended  beyond  a ''  How  do  you 
do  ?  "  or  a  nod  of  recognition.  I  have  therefore 
no  interest  in  that  gentleman  or  his  poultry, 
present  or  remote.  The  ''  mystery  "  attached  to 
my  decision  I  have  now  openly  explained ;  the 
best  fowls  undoubtedly f  as  to  truth  of  feather, 
condition,  and  general  character  combined,  re- 
ceived the  premium ;  and,  so  long  as  I  continue 
to  adjudicate,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief  this  shall  still  ever  remain  my  undeviating 
rule. 


'  There  is  still,  however,  a  little  *<  mystery," 
that  some  amateurs,  together  with  myself,  think 
in  this  case  should  be  *'  cleared  up."  Coming 
forward  as  a  public  and  personal  accuser,  we 
think  your  correspondent  tn  fairness y  if  he  con- 
fided in  the  rectitude,  truth,  and  justice  of  his 
statements,  should  have  given  his  name. 

Edwabd  Hewitt. 

Spark  Brook,  Birmingham. 

[The  writer  of  the  letter,  which  was  not 
enclosed  to  Mr.  Hewitt,  considers  that  «  prize 
should  not  .have  been  withheld  from  a  pen  of 
single-combed  Brahmas.  Now,  we  beg  to  submit' 
in  reply,  the  comb  of  the  Brahma  is  a  disputed 
point.  We  believe  the  greater  number  of  con- 
noisseurs, and  some  of  the  most  influential,  favour 
the  pea-comb,  although  othen  prefer  the  single^ 
While,  therefore,  this  is  a  disputed  i>oint— an 
open  question— those  who  exhibit  Brahmas.  must 
recollect  that  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  must 
be  content  to  submit  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge, 
or  judges.  Shall  we  be  accused  of  harping  o& 
one  string  too  much  if  we  say  the  great  fault  is, 
where  it  is  judges  and  not  judges.  It  is  to  this 
question  that  exhibitors  should  address  them- 
selves — Ed.] 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH  IW  A  HEX. 

Sib, — ^A  Spanish  hen  of  mine,  after  laying 
four  eggs,  seemed  to  be  afflicted  with  diarrhoea, 
and,  after  a  few  days,  was  found  dead.  I  noticed 
on  the  floor  of  the  nenhouse  a  white  substance, 
in  shape  like  two  eggs  joined  at  their  ends,  but 
filat  and  flabby.  About  a  week  after,  a  valuable 
Cochin  hen  seemed  to  be  labouring  under  the 
same  com^^laint;  and  I  noticed  the  same  sub- 
stance again  on  the  floor.  She  then  began  to 
lay  soft  eggs  Tthey  were  found  broken)  regularly 
every  morning,  and  became  very  thin,  and  died 
in  three  weeks. 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents  tell  me 
what  was  really  the  matter  with  these  fowls, 
and  what  could  have  been  done  to  save  them  ? 
There  is  plenty  of  chalk  about,  a  small  garden 
run,  and  they  were  fed  regumrly  on  meal  and 
barley;  and  the  other  fowls  continue  healthy. 
I  gave  the  Cochin  hen  chalk  and  a  little  sulphur 
in  her  food  the  last  few  days. 

Will  you  also  kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any 
objection  to  letting  a  hen,  with  her  chickens  a 
week  old,  run  free  with  the  other  fowls  when 
they  show  no  disposition  to  molest  them  ?  Will 
she  be  more  likely  to  desert  them  sooner ;  and  do 
they  suffer  meanwhile  from  want  of  warmth  ? 
I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A  SXJBSCRIBEB. 

Liverpool.  14th  August,  1854. 
[We  think  a  hen  running  with  t)ie  other  fowls 
likely  to  leave  her  chickens  earlier  than  if  cooped 
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6r  kept  tpatt  with  tiiom.  The  bras  whleb  died, 
must  hare  hoed  some  inflammatory  complalntin  the 
egg  passage  for  which  we  have  nerer  found  a 
eure ;  some  of  our  readers  may  be  more  fortunate. 
We  have  tried  calomel  with  tartar  emetic  with- 
out raceesa.— £i>.] 


HAKBUROS  OOKHBKOUrO  LATDrd. 

Dba»  Sib,— Will  you  or  either  of  your  reader" 
he  so  kind  as  to  inform  me,  by  means  of  your 
raluable  and  much-read  publication,  as  near  as 
possible,  at  what  age  Silver  Pencilled  and 
Spangled  Hamburgs  commence  laying ;  and  also 
when  you  think  some  Silver  Pencilled  Ham*' 
burgs,  hatched  March  28,  will  first  lay  ?  Hoping 
next  Wednesday  to  reoeiye  an  answer,  I  remain 
yours  truly,  S.  P.  H. 

[Will  some  connoisseur  of  the  Hamburg  fowls 
kindly  give  "  S.  P.  H.*'  the  information  she 
requfresf— Eb.] 

AKSWl&S  iro  RS70SMEB*S  SUaOSSTION  IN  NO.  24, 

ABOUI  A  LIST  07  EXHIBIT0B8  TO  POULTRT 

SHOW  CATAIOGUES. 

The  same  suggestion  was  made  last  year  by 
me  to  the  Committee  of  the  Birmingham  Show ; 
but  as  it  was  not  acted  upon,  I  suppose  there  was 
some  objection. — The  numbers  of  sold  pens  ought 
to  be  exhibited  every  half  hour.— Will  any  cor- 
respondent inform  me  whether  he  has  found  the 
conjunction  of  a  Gold  Laced  Bantam  cock  and 
Silver  Laced  hen  produce  more  regular  lacing 
than  when  the  pair  are  of  the  same  colour  ? 

Thomas  P&atek. 

[If  it  produced  good  lacing,  would  it  not  inter- 
fare  with  the  ground  colour  ?— Ed.] 


ASPHALT  7LO0B. 

A.  M.,  a  subscriber  to  "The  Poultry  Chro- 
nicle," would  be  much  obliged  to  the  £ditor  i* 
he. would  let  him  know  the  easiest,  cheapest,  and 
best  way  to  make  an  asphalte  floor,  and  how  long 
it  wiU  take  doing,  and  what  are  the  proper 
things  to  make  it  with  ? 

[In  our  neighbourhood  large  quantities  of 
brick  earth  have  been  baked  for  roads,  railways, 
&c.  We  bought  a  ^uantitv,  and  had  it  sifted. 
With  the  coarse  portion  a  deep  foundation  was 
made  in  the  henhouses.  The  fine  was  mixed  up 
with  cinder-'ash,  quick-lime,  and  water,  and  laid 
on  with  a  trowel.  It  is  better  to  leave  it  a  week 
to  dry.  We  hope  some  correspondent  will  kindly 
give  a  better  asphalte  floor.  We  have  just  met 
with  a  passage  in  an  American  work,  "  Flooring 
for  Stables,"  which  may  be  useful  to  our  corre- 
spondent.—Ed  .] 


Poultry  Xaxket,  le^enliAlL 

The  supply  dnring  the  past  week  lias 
beea  large,  and  the  demand  but  moderate. 
Grouse  have  come  in  plentifully  from  the 
EngliBhi  moors.  The  Scotoh  birds  are 
nfiitber  numerous  nor  fine^ 

Large  Fowls 5s.^  Od.  to  6s.    6d.  each. 

Smaller  do Ss.    Od.  to  4s.    Od.     „ 

Chiokena  Is.    0d.  to  2s.    6d.     ,, 

Geese  ,.  6s.    Od.  to  68.    6d.     ,, 

Ducks   3s.    Od,  to3a.    3d.    ,, 

Leverets    <«  48.    0d.to4&    6d«     „ 

Pigeons Os.    9d.  to  Os.  lOd.     ,, 

Babbits Is.    4d.  to  Is.    fid.     „ 

Quails  Is.    3d.  to  Is.    6d.     ,, 

Gtouse Is.    9d.  to  2s.    9d.    „ 


T9  B*  We  have  been  obliged  with  the  following 
reply  to  '^B.":— We  have  always  tiiought,  and  we 
believe  still,  judges  are  not  justified  in  disqualifying 
Aylesbury  dueks  because  they  have  apaU  on  uieir 
bills.  But  they  must  be  only  spots,  not  patches.  We 
agree  with  our  querist  in  saying  some  of  the  best 
speelmens  we  ever  saw  had  these  spots. 

H.  C.  We  hardly  venture  to  answer  your  question, 
as  it  would  seem  like  giving  a  hlnti  which  we  do  not 
wish  to  give.  We  publish  we  Schedule  of  eveiy  show, 
and  give  notioe  of  it  at  the  first  page,  with  the  Secre- 
tary's name,  and  the  date  when  the  entries  close.  li 
is  quite  true  it  forms  part  of  the  information  our 
readers  require ;  but  we  think  more  than  this  should 
be  paid  for  as  an  advertisement 

S.  T.  €f.  The  idea  of  giving  a  table  of  •the  price  of 
com  was  suggested  to  us  by  our  correspondent, 
**J.  L.,**  in  a  letter  inserted  in  No.  28;  and  we  are 
endeavouring  to  make  arrangements  for  commencing 
this  useful  featKre  with  our  second  volume. 

The  Ripon  J^unv.  Amonff  other  prizes  for  Reports, 
one  of  £5  was  oflbred  '^for  a  Report  on  the  best 
method  of  fattening  poultry."  We  and  one  of  our 
correspondents  womd  be  much  obliged  if  any  one 
could  mform  utf  whether  the  prize  was  competed  for, 
and  if  so,  who  was  the  winner,  and  also  if  the  Report 
is  likely  to  be  published  ? 

W.  M.  is  respectful^  informed  that  the  *  *  Chronicle  *• 
is  ready,  at  Messrs.  Bradbury  A  Evans's,  every  Tues- 
day, in  time  for  the  post.  *'W.  M.'s"  agent  can 
therefore  be  supplied,  if  he  apply,  without  dmcolty. 

C.  I.  W;  Nevrpovt.  Our  Correspondent  is  rigfatiy 
informed  about  Mr.  Hewitt's  duck&  We  would 
recommend  him  to  write  to  Mr.  H.  upon  the  subject. 
The  address  is,  C.  Hewitt,  Esq.,  Spark  Bi*ook;  Bir- 
mingham. 

TauntonUnsis.  The  beautiful  little  "Duckwing  Ban- 
tams," which  won  a  prize  and  so  much  admiration  at 
the  Show  in  Baker  Street,  were  exhibited  by  W.  B. 
Forrest,  Esq.  of  Greenhithe,  Kent. 
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WILLIAM  I>IUT  Am  Ga's  PATENT 
WIBE  WSUfCtSQ,  itroag  enough  to  ke«p 
out  Sheep,  Ac,  and  close  enough  for  Dogs, 
Rabbits,  Poultry,  &o. 

Price  2d.  per  square  foot. 

ORDINARY  WIRE  WETTING,  from  24d.  pet 
yard,  2  feet  wide. 

Address  WILLIAM  DRAY  AND  CO., 

AGRICULTURAL     IMPLEMENT 
MANUFACTURERS, 

Swan  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street,  London. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  from  Frost,  Bliffht,  Birds.  Ac. ; 
also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons,  Seed-beds,  &o. 

Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  lid. ;  2  yards  wide,  3d. ;  and 
4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100  yards,  2  yards  wide, 
for  20s.,  sent  carnage  free.  Orders  by  post^  with  re- 
mittance, i)unctually  attended  to. 

To  be  luul  in  any  quantity  at  Geokoe  Eaton  &  Co.'s 
Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory,  6  &  7>  Crooked 
Lane,  London. 

PIGEONS.— A  TREATISE  on  the  Art  of 
Breeding  and  Managing  Fancy  Pigeons.  Also, 
how  to  breed  the  Antwerp,  or  most  subtle,  cunning, 
sharpeBt-fl3ring  Pigeon  for  Homeing.  Carerallv  com- 
piled from  the  beet  authors,  containing  the  whole  of 
the  Works  of  Moore,  1736;  Mayor,  1766;  Girtin ; 
Boys,  Esqr's  Notes.  With  observations  and  reflec- 
tioDS,  by  J.  M.  Eaton,  with  seven  elegantly-engraved 
coloiured  Portraits  (large  as  life)  by  Wolstenholme. 

Published  by,  and  to  be  obtamed  of,  the  author, 
John  Matthews  Eaton,  7,  Islington  Green,  London, 
price  10s.,  post  free.  Money  Orders  payable  86, 
Upper  Street,  Islington. 

FOR    POULTRY    HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,   and    DURABLE    ROOFING. 

CROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious  to  rain, 
snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by  a  long  and 
extensive  experience  in  all  climates.  Saves  hadf  the 
timber  required  for  sLates.  Can  be  laid  on  with  great 
facility  by  farm  servants  or  unpractised  persons. 

Price  Id.  per  square  foot.  CROGGON'S  PATENT 
NON-CONDUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam- 
boilers  and  Pipes,  saves  26  per  cent,  of  fuel. 

Samples  ana  Testimonials  sent  by  post,  on  applica- 
tion to  CROGGON  &  Co.,  2,  Dowgate  Hill,  London, 
who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATHING  FELT,  and 
INODOROUS  PELT,  for  Damp  Walls,  and  Iming 
Iron  Houses  and  Boo&  generally,  to  equalise  the 
tempei-ature. 


THOMAS  FRIOKER,  Game,  Poultrv,  Pork, 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall  Market, 
London. 

PRIZE  PIGEONS.— To  be  Sold,  cheap,  a 
PAIR  of  FANTAILS,  Prise  Birds,  at  Yarmouth, 
1853  ;  commended  at  Cheltenham  and  Bath,  1854. 

Also,  some  Pouters,  including  the  Prize  Hen  at 
the   London  Summer  Show,  1868;   and  a  Pair  of 
Jacobins. 
H.  H.  Swift,  Purton,  near  Swindon,  Wiltshire. 

FIRST-CLASS  DORKING  FOWLS  FOR 
SALE.— A  few  choice  Dorking  Chickens  are  now 
on  Sale,  all  bred  from  Birds  piu'chased  regardless  of 
expense,  from  the  Yards  of  Certain  Hornby,  R.N., 
the  Hon.  and  Rev.  8.  W.  Sawley,  Rev.  J.  Boys,  Mrs. 
Townley  Parker  Ac,  and  which  took  first  prizes  at 
Birmingham,  Reigate,  Hitchin,  Southwell,  Leeds, 
and  the  Great  Metrox)oIitan. 

Apply  to  Mr.  Hekbt  Smith,  the  Grove,  Cropwell 
Butler,  I 


r  Bingham,  Nottinghamshire. 


DUCKS.-^A  few  AYLESBURY  DUCK- 
LINGS for  Sale,  at  10s.  each,  or  Pour  for  30s. 
Also,  a  Set  (S)  of  old  Prize  Birds,  £2 15s.  Mr.  Foid's 
Aylesbury  Ducks  have  gained  upwards  of  Eight  First 
Prizes  at  recent  exhibitions.  Also,  6  ROUEN  DUCKS, 
1  year  old,  that  have  (with  one  exception)  gained 
First  Prizes  whenever  exhibited,  13s.  each,  or  £3  fis. 
for  the  6.  Also,  a  few  Gold  Pencilled  HAMBURG 
CHICKENS  from  some  Birds  which  have  recently 
taken  5  Prizes. 

For  the  reason  of  parting  with  them,  and  other 
particulars,  apply  to  MB.  Ford,  Ide,  near  Exeter. 

FOWLS.—By  John  Bailt.  Just  Published, 
the  Second  Edition  of  the  above  work,  with  which 
is  reprinted  the  Fourth  Edition  of ' '  The  Dorking  Fowl," 
corrected,  revised,  and  considerably  enlarged.  It  con- 
tains descriptive  Tables  of  all  the  Fowls  now  exhibited, 
giving  in  few  words  their  chief  points  and  qualifications, 
with  copious  rules  for  their  selection  and  management. 
Price  2s. ;  by  post,  2s.  6d. 

John  B&ily,  118,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square 
London. 
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DR.  DE  JOHSH'S  LIBHT  BROWH  COD  LIVER  OIL. 

PREPARED  for  Medioinal  Use  in  the  Loffoden  Isles,  Norway,  and  put  to  the  Test  of  Chemicd 
AnalysiB.    The  most  effectual  ramedy  for  CONSUMPTION,  BRONCHITIS,  ASTHMA,  GOUT,  CHRONIC 
RHEUMATISM,  andaU  BCR0FUIX)US  DISEASED 

Approyed  of  and  recommended  by  Bkbzblius,  Liebio,  Woehleb,  Johathav  Fsbxira,  Fouquibb,  and  other 
^[ff^ippnuhfiA  Scientiflc  Chemiate. 
Freecrlbed  by  the  most  eminent  Medical  Men,  and  supplied  to  the  leading  Hospitals  of  Europe. 


EXTRACTS     FROM    OPINIONS    OF    THE    MEDICAL    JOURNALS. 

"THE  LANCET,"  July  29, 1864. 

"In  the  pRBrBBXiroB  of  the  Light  Brown  over  the  Pals  Oil  we  fully  concub.    We  have  cazefuUy 

tested  a  [^>ecimen  of  the  Light  Brown  Cod  liver  Oil  prepared  for  Medical  use  under  the  dixiection  of  Dr.  de 

Jongh,  and  obtained  from  the  wholesale  agents,  Messrs.  Ansae,  Harford,  and  Co.,  77,  Strand.    We  find  it  to 

be  genuine,  and  rich  in  iodine  and  the  elements  of  bile." 

"THE  MEDICAL  CIRCULAR.*'  May  10, 1864. 

**  The  Pale  Oil,  even  when  genuine,  is  deficient  to  a  considerable  extent,  if  not  wholly,  of  the  volatile  Mty 
acid,  iodine,  phosphate  of  chalk,  the  cholinic  add,  bilifellinic  acid,  and  other  elements  of  bile,  whidi  are  found 
in  their  normal  proportions  in  the  light  Brown  Oil.  The  utmost  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  the  experi- 
mental researches  of  Dr.  de  Jongh,  wno  is  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  European  chemists ;  the  oil  prepared 
by  him  enjoys  also  the  additional  sanction  of  the  opinion  of  Baron  Liebig  and  the  late  Dr.  Pereira,  in  nvour  of 
its  genuineness  and  efficacy.  Ottb  own  Experience  practicallt  confirms  their  judgment,  and  ws  un- 
hesitatingly recommend  the  Light  Brown  Oil  as  the  best  for  Medicinal  pttrposes,  and  well  dssbbving 
the  confidence  of  the  Profession." 

Sold  Wholesale  and  Retail,  in  bottles  labelled  with  Dr.  de  Jongh's  stamp  and  signature,  by 

ANSAR,  HARFORD,  &  Co.,  77,  STRAND,  LONDON, 

Sole  Consignees  and  Agents  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  British  Possessions,  at  the  following  prices  :— 

Imperial  Measure— Half-pints,  28.  6d. ;  Pints,  4s.  9d. 
\*  Four  Half-pint  Bottles  forwarded  Carriage  Paid  to  any  part  €f  England,  on  recdpt  of  a  Remittanei  <{/'10f. 


WHITE  PERUVIAN  MUSK  DUCKS.— A 
Gentleman  Amateur  can  part  with  a  few  surplus 
Birds  of  the  above  sort,  from  tnis  year's  broods. 

The  White  Musk  Duck  of  Peru  is  very  fond  of  water, 
grows  to  a  great  size,  lays  eggs  large  and  plentifully, 
is  very  ornamental,  and  also  profitable  for  the  table. 


For  particulars  ^^ 
Post-office,  Crediton, 


',  pre-paid,  to  the  Rev.  C.  W.  D., 
(Von. 


SPANISH  AND  DORKING  CHICKENS 
for  1864,  bred  firom  the  Prize  Birds  at  Bath, 
Cheltenham,  and  Lincoln,  and  other  first-rate  Stock ; 
as  also  some  BRAHMA  FOOTRA  CHICKENS,  and 
WHITE  AYLESBURY  DUCKS,  are  now  on  Sale,  and 
may  be  had  by  Amateurs  and  others  wishing  to  im- 
prove their  Stock  of  Poultry,  on  application,  by  letter, 
p.  p.  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Davies,  Spnng  Grove  House, 
Hounslow. 

THE  DORSETSHIRE  POULTRY  IM- 
PROVEMENT ASSOCIATION,  OPEN  TO  ALL 
ENGLAND.— The  Annual  Exhibition  of  this  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  Dorchester,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  27th  and  28th  September  next,  when 
not  less  than  Eight  Pieces  of  Plate,  in  addition  to  the 
Society's  Premiums,  will  be  offered  for  competition. 

From  and  after  the  20th  July  instant,  a  Prize  List 
will  be  forwarded  to  any  applicant,  on  a  stamped 
envelope,  addressed,  and  six  penny  postage  stamps 
being  received  by  the  Honorary  Secretary, 

G.  J.  Andrews. 
Dorchester,  22nd  July,  1854. 


MR.  H.  D.  DAVIES  has  much  pleasme  in 
allowing  any  one  to  see  his  Stock  of  Poultry;  but 
some  inconvenience  having  arisen  .from  the  visits  of 
persons  altogether  imknown,  and  at  unseasonaUs 
nours,  those  Ladies  or  (Gentlemen  who  may  wish  to 
see  the  Birds  are  requested  to  &vour  Mr.  Daviu 
previously  with  their  name  and  address,  when  a  Oud 
of  Admission  will  be  immediately  forwarded.  In 
future  no  person  can  be  admitted  to  the  Poultry  Yard 
without  producing  such  a  Card ;  or  at  any  other  hoois 
than  those  named  for  the  piupoee. 
Spring  Grove  House,  Hounslow. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

Six  Lines  (about  60  words)    ds.    Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Ob.    4d. 

Latest  hour  for  Advertisements,  Twelve  o'clock  on 
Monday.  To  prevent  delav,  advertisers  are  requested 
to  enclose  a  remittance  with  their  advertisements. 


Yearly  Subscription,  for  the  stamped  edition,  ISs. ; 
half-yearly,  6s.  6d. ;  quarterly,  3s.  3d. ;  payable  in 
advance. 


Printed  by  William  Bradbuiy,  of  No.  13,  Upper  Woboni  Place, 
in  tbe  Parish  of  St.  Pancras,  and  Frederick  Mnllctt  Evaai,ai 
No.  27/yictaiia  Street,  in  the  Pariab  of  St.  Marsaxt  and  St. 
John,  Wefltminster,  botb  in  tbe  county  of  Middlesex,  Prfntn^ 
at  their  Offlce  in  Lombard  Street,  in  tbe  Preetaet  of  White- 
frian.  in  -the  City  of  London,  and  Publiabed  by  them  at  No.  II, 
BouTcrie  Street,  Fleet  Street ;  to  whom  all  Ot4«n  and  Adm- 
tiseinents  muat  be  addressed,  and  Post-ofBce  Orders  made 
Payable.   Wednesday.  Avgost  23^  ISM. 
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I®"  TSE  Editor  respectfully  informs  the  readers  of  the  "  Poultry  Chronicle,"  that 
the  printing  and  publishing  "mil  henceforth  be  conducted  by  Messrs.  Bradbury  &  Etans, 
11,  Bouverie  Street,  Fleet  Street,  to  whom  all  Orders  and  Advertisements  must  in  future 
be  addressed,  and  to  whom  Post-Office  Orders  should  be  made  payable. 
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Poultry  Shows. 

South  Hants  Poultry  Association,  Second  An- 
nual Meeting,  at  Southampton,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  30th  and  Slst  of  August.  Secre- 
tary, J.  D.  Barford,  Esq.     Entries  are  closed. 

Keighley  Agricultural  Show,  including  Poultry, 
-Wednesday,  September  6th.  Secretary,  Wade 
Smith,  Esq.     Entries  close  this  day. 

Wellington,  Salop,  Horticultural  and  Poultry 
Show.  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September 
6th  and  7th.  Secretary,  T.  W.  Jones,  Esq., 
Church  Street,  Wellington.  Entries  close  Sep- 
tember 1st. 

Manchester  and  Liverpool  Agricultural  Meet- 
ing, September  8th.  Secretary,  H.  White,  Esq., 
Warrington.     Entries  dose  this  day. 

Bniy  and  Badcliffe  Agricultural  Society,  in- 
cluding Poultry,  at  Kadclifife,  September  11th. 
Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Crosse,  Market  Street,  Burj-. 
Entries  closed  August  28th. 


Malvern,  in  the  Promenade  Gardens,  Sep- 
tember 13th  and  14th.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Mr.  T.  McCann,  Graham  House,  Malvern. 
Entries  are  closed. 

South  East  Hants,  at  Fareham,  Tuesday, 
September  19th.  Secretaries,  G.  Creed,  Esq. ,  and 
J.  James,  Esq.     Entries  close  September  1st, 

Yeovil,  September  20th.  Secretary,  John 
Clyde,  Esq. 

Daventry  Exhibition,  in  connexion  with  the 
Northamptonshire  Agricultural  Society  (limited 
to  the  county),  September  21st.  Secretaries, 
Messrs.  Freeman  &  Sons,  Northampton. 

Thirsk  Poultry  Society,  First  Annual  Exhibi- 
tion, in  ooiyunction  with  the  Thirsk  Floral  and 
Horticultural  Society,  in  the  Castle  Yard,  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday,  September  20th  and  2l8t. 
Secretary,  Charles  M'C.  Swarbreck,  Esq.  En- 
tries close  September  6th. 

Dorsetshire  Poultry  Association's  Annual  Ex- 
hibition, at  Dorchester,  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


G14 


THE    POULTRY   OIJRONIOLE. 


September  27tli  and  28th.      Secretary,  G^.  J. 
Andrews,  Esq.     Entries  close  September  Ist. 

Vale  of  Aylesbury  Poultry  Association,  open 
to  all  England.  The  First  Show  will  take  place 
October  3rd,  4th,  and  5th,  1864.  Honoraiy 
Secretaries,  Meaars.  T.  Woottonaiid  J.  D.  Muddi- 
man,  Judges'  Lodge,  Aylesbury.  Entries  close 
September  1st. 

Sparkenhoe  Farmers*  Club,  including  Poultry, 
October  4th  and  5th.  Secretaries,  J.  W.  Tayemer. 
Esq.,  HartshiU,  Atherstone,  and  W.  P.  Dewes, 
Esq.,  Ashby  de  la  Zouche.  Entries  dose  Sep- 
tember 1st. 

South  West  Middlesex  Agricultural  Society,  at 
Southall,  Friday,  October  6th.  Secretary,  Mr. 
John  Gk>telee,  Hounslow.  Entries  close  one 
calendar  month  before  the  show. 

Bedfordshire  Second  Annual  ExhiUtioii,  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  Bedford,  Tuesday,  October  31st 
and  two  following  days.  Secretaries,  Mr.  Wm. 
Thumall,  Mr.  J.  T.  R.  Allen,  Bedford,  and  Mr. 
0.  Howard,  Biddenham,  near  Bedford.  Entries 
dose  October  1st. 

Cambridgeshire,  at  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  of 
November.  Secretary,  0.  H.  Crosse,  Esq.,  New 
Square,  Cambridge.     Entries  dose  October  11th. 

Norwich  and  Eastern  Counties,  at  Norwich, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  15th  and  16th  of 
November.  Secretary,  C.  Oury,  Esq.  Entries 
close  October  Slst. 

Salisbury  and  West  Counties*  Exhibition  of 
Domestic  Poultry.  Fourth  Annual  Exhibition, 
at  Salisbury,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  21st 
and  22nd  of  November.  Secretary,  T.  Pain,  Esq. 
Entries  cldse  November  10th. 

Reading  Show,  Wednesday,  November  29th 
and  the  following  day.  Honorary  Secretary, 
Rupert  Clarke,  Esq.,  Reading.  Entries  close 
Saturday,  October  28th. 

I>ublin  Amateur  Poultry  Sodety.  The  Third 
Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  (under  cover) 
Dec.  5th,  6th,  and  7th.  Honorary  Secretaries, 
J.  R.  Dombnun,  Esq.,  and  W.  B.  Sdwood,  Esq. 
Coundl  Rooms,  112,  Qreat  Brunswick-street, 
Dublin.     Entries  close  Nov.  4th. 

South  Durham  and  North  Riding  of  Yorksliii«, 
at  D»lington,  Thunday  and  Friday,  the  7th  and 
8th  of  December.  SeOTctary,  J.  Hodgson.  En- 
tries close  Nov.  13th. 

Birmingham  and  Midknd   Counties  :  Sixth 


Annual  Exhibition,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  the  12th,  18th,  14th,  and  15th 
of  December.     Secretary,  J.  Morgan,  jun.,  Esq.    I 
Entries  close  November  11th.  ;| 

Nottinghamshire  Poultry  Assoolation.      The    t 
Second  Annual  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  South- 
well, Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  19th  and  20th 
of  December.     Secretary,  R.  Hawksley,  Jun., 
Esq.     Entries  dose  November  2lBt. 

Isle  of  Wight  Sodety'g  Show,  at  the  Qaeen*8 
Rooms,  Newport)  January  16th  and  17th,  1855. 
Secretary,  H.  D.  Cole,  Esq.  Entries  dose 
January  1st. 

We  ikaUfeel  ohUged  if  Seeretariea  and  dm- 
miUees  of  P<mUry  Show  mU,  fawowr  ns  wUh 
ea/rly  im^^resnona  of  the  Schedtdea,  Theae^  and 
aU  other  commtmicaHom  for  the  Editor^  to  ^ 
addreuei  to  ^^The  Editor^  Monk  Bama^  ffamp- 
atead," 


Each   season  brings  its  pursuits  and  | 
occupations.    The  orders  to  our  publishers, 

substituting  country  for  town  addresses,  | 

the  increased  sale  at  the  railway  stations,  ; 

the  deserted  streets  of  London,  tiie  altera-  | 
tion  in  the  nature  of  the  advertisements 

that  appear  in  our  columns,  all  tell  us  that  i 

we  have  entered  on  another  period  of  the  , 

year.  I 

Eyen  to  tiliose  who  are  fortunate  enough  j 

to  possess  both  town  and  country  red-  | 

deuces,   that   time  which  is   called   the  { 

season  is  of  necessity  a  period  of  restraint  j 

if  their  tastes  lean  to  a  country  life;  and  ; 

many  are  the  plans  formed  when  in  durance  ' 

in  London,  which  are  to  be  worked  out  and  | 

matured  when  leisure  permits  to  reside  in  { 
the  country. 

No  one  suffers  so  Inuch  as  the  poultry  | 

amateur  when,  spite  of  flying  visits  to  see  .; 

his    favourites   froltt   time   to    time,  the  I 
weekly  post   brings    olily  the   record  of 
deaths    and    disappointments^      How  he 

wishes  he  were  on  the  spot  to  superintend  \, 
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and  to  remedy.  Now  he  has  it  iii  his 
{  power  to  do  so,  but  it  is  in  human  nature 
to  neglect  those  things  when  possible, 
which  were  so  apparently  important  when 
unattainable. 

There  are,  however,  exceptions,  and  to 
such  we  would  address  ourselves,  begging 
them  not  to  be  disheartened  at  the  appear- 
ance of  their  yards.  It  has  been  an  unusu- 
ally trying  season  in  every  respect;  and 
the  b%ht  that  has  fallen  on  flowers  and 
fruit,  and  most  vegetable  productions, 
would  almost  appear  to  have  visited  the 
poultry. 

It  is  wisely  ordained  that  knowledge 
shall  be  the  result  of  experience,  and  it  is 
certain  tJiat  the  greatest  and  most  useful 
discoveries  have  been  made  in  the  attempt 
to  overcome  difficulties  which  at  one  time 
seemed  insuperable.  Many  an  amateur 
and  exhibitor  will  now  visit  his  stock  only 
to  be  disappointed.  His  first  impression 
will  be  one  of  discouragement,  but  it  will 
be  a  passing  feeling,  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  manage  for  himself.  He  will 
then  find  how  much  may  be  done,  and  we 
think  we  may,  with  some  degree  of  honest 
pride,  say  that  many  of  the  suggestions  of 
our  little  weekly  sheet  will  now  prove  that 
our  writers  are  practical  men,  and  that 
their  advice  carefully  carried  out  will  sub- 
stitute satisfaction  for  discontent,  and  in 
some  instances  give  success  where  there 
was  previously  no  hope.  Poultry  and 
poultry  shows  are  now  the  necessary  ad- 
juncts to  a  country  life,  but  it  may  be  that 
some  exist  who  have  tried  neither.  It  may 
be  this  number  will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
some  one  who  has  not  kept  any,  being 
deterred   by  imaginary    difficulties,    and 


frightened  at  the  idea  of  much  trouble 
with  no  return. 

This  is  wrong;  the  most  confirmed  slug- 
gard in  town  rises  earlier  in  the  country ; 
the  habits  of  a  city  life  have  to  be  shaken 
off,  and  new  ones  adopted.  Among  these 
few  will  be  so  inexpensive  as  fowls,  and 
none  wiU  afford  more  healthy  amusement. 
They  have  to  be  liberated  in  the  morning, 
to  be  shut  up  at  night;  eggs  are  to  be 
sought  after,  and  what  a  triumph  is  the 
discovery  of  a  stolen  nest!  With  what 
relish  do  we  eat  for  breakfast  the  egg  we 
have  found.  .  They  have  to  be  fed  and 
tended,  they  afford  amusement,  and  give 
employment  for  stated  hours.  This  is  re- 
laxation, and  we  are  sure  that  those  who 
can  at  this  season  visit  the  country,  for 
even  a  few  weeks,  will  enjoy  it  the  more 
by  keeping  fowls;  and  during  their  after 
confinement  of  many  months  in  London, 
will  think  with  regret  of  their  feathered 
favourites,  and  long  for  the  time  when 
they  may  again  indulge  in  them.  There 
is  a  delightful  Turkish  saying,  which, 
when  expressing  any  great  and  much  en- 
joyed pleasure  is,  **  I  have  gathered  a  rose 
without  pricking  my  fingers  with  the 
thorns."  We  believe  those  who  keep  a 
few  fowls  may  say  so;  if  they  have 
children,  they  will  'enjoy  them  only  the 
more.  They  will  have  a  pure,  inoffensive, 
and  inexpensive  pleasure ;  and  while  they 
carry  it  out,  they  will  have  peace  and  rest, 
and  will  lay  in  that  store  of  health  which 
they  seek,  and  which  will  nerve  them  for 
the  troubles  inseparable  from  their  London 

Hfe. 

— « — 

Perseverance,  with  labour,  conquers  all 
things. 
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Schedule  of  the  Wellington  (Salop) 

Poultry  Show. 
A  HORTiCTTLTTmAL  and  poultry  show 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  and;  Thurs- 
day, the  6th  and  7th  of  September,  in 
the  Town  Hall  at  Wellington,  and  on 
the  Bowling  Green  adjoining.  In  the  hor- 
ticultural department  premiums  are  offered 
for  flowers,  plants,  fruit  and  yegetables,  both 
to  subscribers  and  to  cottagers.  There  are 
also  fourteen  additional  prizes  to  cottagers 
and  servants. 

ADDITIONAL   PRIZES. 

To  the  Labourer  having  the  neatest  Cottage     8. 
and  best  Pig 40 

To  the  second  best  20 

To  the  Servant  who  can  produce  the  best 
character  from  his  employer,  for  indus- 
try, honesty  sobriety,  and  length  of 
servitude 20 

The  above  are  the  gifts  of  St.  J.  C.  Charlton,  Esq. 

To  the  Agricultural  Labourer  having  the 
best  cultivated  Gkuden,  the  gift  of 
T.  C.  Eyton,  Esq 20 

To  the  second  best,  the  gift  of  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Herbert 20 

To  the  Working  Collier,  Miner,  Forgeman, 
or  other  Labourer  employed  in  the 
Works,  for  the  like  description  of  Gar- 
den ;  the  gift  of  Mr.  Slakxt 20 

To  the  second  best;  the  gift  of  ditto  10 

To  the  Cottager  having  the  most  useful  Fen 
of  Poultry ;  the  gift  of  Edward  Hewitt, 
Esq 20 

Bach  Garden  not  to  be  less  than  Six  Roods ;  and 
persons  intondinff  to  compete  to  give  a 
week's  notice  to  the  Secretly. 

To  the  Gardener  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges,  has  made  the  best  display  of 

Flowers,  Fruits,  and  Plants  20 

Second  prize 10 

To  the  Gardener  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges,  has  produced  the  best  collec- 
tion of  Vegetables    10 

Second  prize 5 

A  Sweepstake  for  Dahlias,  of  28.  6d.  each 
(open  to  the  County),  for  the  best  pan 
of  12  distinct  Blooms — added  by  the 

Society 30 

A  Sweepstake  of  Is.  each,  for  ditto — added 

by  the  Society 15 


Competitors  to  give  their  names  to  the  Secretary 
before  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  Show. 

POULTRY  PRIZE  LIST. 

SpAiasH. 

IcC      2wl. 

dOM  9-  9, 

1.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10    ' 

2.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10    , 

DoBKiKQ  (Coloured). 

3.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

4.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10 

DORKIKG  (White). 

5.  Cock  and  two  Hens  20  ...  10 

6.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10    ' 

CooHiK  Chiha  (Cinnamon  and  Buff). 

7.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10    i 

8.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10    I 

CocHiH  Chika  (White).  i 

9.  Cock  andtwo  Hens 20  ...  10 

10.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10 

Cochin  China  (partridge  or  Dark  and  Black.)      i 

11.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10    j 

12.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10  J 

Game  (Black-breasted  and  other  Beds). 

13.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

14.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  ...  10 

Game  (Duckwings  and  other  Grays  and  Blues). 

15.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

16.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10 

Malat. 

17.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

18.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10 

Hamburq  (Golden  Spangled). 

19.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

20.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10 

Hamburg  (Silver  Spangled). 

21.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

22.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  ...  10    i 

Hamburg  (Golden  Pencilled). 

23.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

24.  Cockerel  andtwo  PuUets 20  ...  10    . 

Hamburg  (SUver  PenciUed).  | 

25.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20...  10    j 

26.  Cockerel  and  two  FnUets 20  ...  10 

Poland  (Golden  or  Silyer).  I 

27.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

28.  Cockerel  and  two  PuUets 20  ...  10    ' 
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Poland  (White  Crested). 

la.     2nd. 
dOM.  t.         t. 

29.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

30.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10 

Fowls  of  ant  other  Distinct  Breed. 

31.  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

82.  Cockerel  and  two  Pullets 20  ...  10 

Bantams  (Gold  or  Silver  Laced). 

33.  Cock  and  two  Hens 10...    5 

Bantahs  (Black  or  White). 

34.  Cook  and  two  Hens 10...    5 

Turkeys. 

36.  Turkey  Cock  and  two  Hens 20  ...  10 

36.  Ditto  hatched  in  1854 10  ...    5 

Geese. 
87.  Gander  and  two  Geese 20  ...  10 

38.  Ditto  hatched  in  1854 10  ...    5 

DuoKS  (White  Aylesbury). 

39.  Drake  and  two  Ducks  10  ...    5 

Ducks  (B^uen). 

40.  Drake  and  two  ducks  10...    5 

Ducks  (Any  other  Variety). 

41.  Drake  and  two  Ducks  10...    5 

PlOBONS. 

42.  For  the    best   pair  of   Carriers,   Pouters, 

Trumpeters,  Barbes,  Owls,  Jacobins,  Fan- 
tails,  Turbits,  Tumblers,  and  any  other 
variety,  7s.  6d.  each. 

From  the  Beoulations  for  the  Poultry  Show. 

Entries  must  be  made  on  the  certificates  which 
are  now  ready,  and  will  be  supplied  by  the 
Secretary  on  application ;  and  no  entry  can  be 
made  after  the  first  day  of  September  next. 

The  specimens  must  have  been  bond  fde  the 
property  of  the  exhibitor  for  two  months  pre- 
viously to  the  exhibition. 

To  entitle  a  person  to  exhibit,  he  must  be  a 
subscriber  of  not  less  than  10s.,  and  will  be 
allowed  one  pen  free  of  charge,  and  four  tickets 
of  admission;  a  subscriber  of  20s.,  three  pens 
and  eight  tickets  of  admission.  All  additional 
pens  required  will  be  charged  for ;  2s.  for 
poultry,  and  Is.  for  pigeons.  Cottagers  may 
exhibit  without  being  subscribers,  but  must  pay 
for  pens. 

All  the  specimens  intended  for  the  exhibition 
must  be  in  the  Show  Yard  by  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  of  September  5th,  or  they  will  not 


be  admitted.  Baskets,  hampers,  &o.,  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary ;  and  the  carriage,  in 
every  case,  to  be  previously  paid  by  the  exhibitor. 

All  eggs  laid  will  be  destroyed. 

Letters  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  requiring 
a  reply,  to  contain  a  fully-directed  stamped 
envelope. 

The  greatest  possible  attention  will  be  paid  to 
ensure  the  health,  safety,  and  comfort  of  the 
birds,  and  also  the  provision  of  food  ;  but  the 
committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  un- 
avoidable accident  or  misfortune. 

Exhibitors  must  state  the  price  at  which  they 
will  sell  their  specimens.  A  prohibitory  price 
can  of  course  be  named  ;  but  the  sale  must  take 
place  if  an  offer  is  made  to  purchase  at  the  price 


I 


The  whole  of  the  specimens  will  be  offered  for 
sale,  by  auction,  precisely  at  three  o'clock,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  exhibition  ;  but  must  remain 
till  five  o'clock  on  the  second  day.  Ten  per  cent, 
will  be  deducted  from  all  sales  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  exhibition.  No  sale  allowed 
except  through  the  Secretary. 

The  show  will,  on  the  second  day,  be  closed  at 
five  o'clock,  and  all  birds  will  be  despatched  to 
their  destination  the  same  evening. 

The  Hall  will  be  opened  to  the  public  at  one 
o'clock.  Admission  from  one  to  four,  28.  6d.  ; 
from  four  to  six.  Is.  On  the  second  day,  from 
twelve  to  five,  6d. 

By  the  kind  permission  of  St.  J.  C.  Charlton, 

Esq.,  i)arties  visiting  the  show  may  inspect  the 

beautiful  grounds  and  gardens  of  Apley  Castle, 

by  ticket,  which  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary, 

T.  W.  Jones. 

Church  Street,  Wellington. 
■  ■    ♦' 

The  Advantages  of  Discussion. 

Thebe  is  little  doubt  that  one  of  the 
greatest  adyantages  of  a  publicatioii  like 
this,  is,  that  it  affords  a  field  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  those  disputed  points  in  poultry 
whicli  have  hitherto  had  neither  space  nor 
opportunity  for  their  due  elucidation.  Many 
arguments  that  would  almost  degenerate 
into  bitterness  at  exhibitions,  may  have 
their  stings  withdrawn  bjr  being  cleared  up 
in  a  friendly  controversy  in  these  columns. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  tails  of  Spangled 
Hamburgs.  Hen  tails  and  cock  tails  are 
the  Capulets  and  Montagues,  the  0uelphs 
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and  Ghibelines  of  the  class.  But  we  hope 
they  are  not  irreoonoileable.  Hen  cooks 
are  accidental  varieties,  and  the  best  autho- 
rities, men  who  have  dissected*  in  order  to 
discover  the  causes,  have  decided  that  they 
are  produced  by  disease  of  the  ovary. 
Often  on  dissection  of  one  of  these  anoma- 
lies, a  rupture  is  discovered  in  the  ovine 
parts,  ana  all  the  internal  parts  of  the  body 
are  saturated  with  yolk  of  egg.  When 
this  takes  place,  the  comb  imd  gills  take 
an  unusual  development,  the  tail  feathers 
increase  in  length,  and  although  stiU  round- 
topped,  they  have  a  tendency  to  turn  over 
at  the  ends:  semi-hackles  and  saddles 
show  themselves,  the  spurs  grow,  the  mon- 
ster crows,  and  becomes  the  bane  and  tor- 
ment of  every  hen  in  the  yard.  They  are 
not  so  uncommon  as  may  be  at  first 
imagined.  Every  sportsman  knows  how 
frequently  they  are  met  with  in  coverts 
among  pheasants. 

If  these  hen-tailed  cocks  are  to  be  cor- 
rect and  desirable  in  a  pen  of  Spangled 
Hamburgs,  we  shall  not  be  long  before  we 
find  the  real  and  accidental  hen-cook 
usiirping  the  place  of  the  male,  she  will  be 
a  better  specimen  than  he  will. 

But  woe  to  the  unlucky  wight  who  pur- 
chases them,  he  will  have  a  cuckoo  note  all 
the  year  round  of,  **  plenty  of  eggs  and  no 
chictens." 

If  it  be  not  a  hen-cock,  but  a  hen-tailed 
cock  only,  disappointment  in  most  cases 
will  be  the  result.  They  are  bad  stock 
birds,  as  the  breeders  of  Sebright  Bantams 
can  vouch. 

Our  old  fanciers  were  wiser ;  they  chose 
cocks  with  ample  tails,  hackles,  and  sad- 
dles ;  and  decided  that 

A  whistling  girl,  and  crotoing  Tien^ 
Were  neither  fit  for  yards  nor  men. 

On  Influencing  Colour  by  Inoculation. 
Ik  a  recent  number  of  "The  Poultry 
Chronicle"  **W.  W."  suggests  the  possi- 
bility of  altering  the  colours  of  fowls  by 
some  external  application  to  the  skin.  As 
I  fear  his  endeavours  to  rear  blue  Cochins, 


green  Games,  &o.,  will  be  utterly  vain,  I 
will  inform  him  how  far  I  think  he  may  be 
able  to  succeed.  A  natural  weakness  of 
constitution  in  a  nestling  will  often  be 
attended  with  a  deficiency  of  the  colouring 
matter  in  the  feathers,  from  whence  result 
those  very  common  cases  of  piebald  and 
white  rooks,  blackbirds,  &c. ;  and,  doubt- 
less, this  albinism  may  be  induced  bj  a 
sudden  shock  of  terror  (Jesse,  I  thmk, 
mentions  a  case  where  it  was  induced  in  a 
blackbird  which  was  suddenly  seized  by  a 
cat ;  and  we  have  all  heard  similar  cases  of 
its  effect  upon  the  human  &ame),  or  by  a 
certain  amount  of  local  injury  to  the  gland 
whence  the  feather  proceeds,  such  as  may 
be  very  likely  brought  on  by  the  applica- 
tion of  some  corrosive  liquid ;  such  as  that 
secreted  from  the  skin  of  a  toad,  which,  as 
Mr.  Wallace  says,  the  Indiaiis  of  the 
Amazon  use.  ]Dut  here  you  will  say,  the 
colour  induces  a  yellow,  not  white,  which 
would  seem  to  indicate  some  other  process 
than  the  mere  inducing  of  albinism.  Now, 
it  is  a  curious  fact,  and  one  not  generally 
known,  that  yellow  feathers  are  never,  or 
very  rarely,  affected  with  albinism;  and, 
more  than  that,  that  when  a  bird  is  thus 
diseased,  whose  natural  colour  is  composed 
of  yellow  with  some  other  primary  colour, 
that  colour  will  disappear,  and  the  yellow 
be  left.  I  might  mention  one  or  two 
curious  instances  of  this,  but  they  would 
extend  my  paper  to  too  great  a  length; 
suflioe  it  to  call  to  "  W.  W.'s  "  recollection 
the  common  Canary,  green  in  the  wild 
state,  yellow,  not  white,  in  the  domesti- 
cated, the  blue  being  discharged.  Mr. 
Wallace  says,  hlue  or  green  feathers  are 
thus  treated ;  but  most  of  l^e  parrot  blues 
are  green  blues.  I  believe,  therefore,  that 
"  W.  W."  might,  by  certain  experiments, 

E reduce  white  feathers  on  a  black  fowl,  if 
e  thinks  it  desirable,  or  even  change  the 
orange  of  a  duck- wing  Game  into  yellow ; 
but  further  than  tlds  I  do  not  think  he  can 
go,  nor  do  Mr.  Wallace's  accounts  justify 
us  in  expecting  to  do  more  than  induoe  an 
albinism,  perfect  where  there  is  no  yellow 
in  the   original  colour,  imperfect  where 
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that  colour  exists  alone,  or  in  combination 
with  others. 

In  contradistinction  to  albinism  stands 
melanism,  a  darkening  of  the  original 
colour,  whicli  is  produced  in  certain  birds 
by  stimulating  food.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  lie  miffht  succeed  in  inducing  this, 
though,  as  far  as  I  have  observed,  it  has 
been  confined  to  small  birds,  some  of  which, 
the  Bullfinch  especially,  are  very  liable  to 
it.  Curiously  enough,  I  have  never  seen 
but  one  instance  in  a  Goldfinch ;  and  there 
the  yellow  quills  retained  their  original 
colour,  while  the  rest  of  t&e  plumage  was 
jet  black. 

Altogether,  I  think  that  «  W.  W."  wiU 
find  timt,  till  he  can  get  some  better 
clue  to  guide  him  than  is  afforded  by 
Mr.  WaUace's  account,  or  by  the  everyday 
occurrence  of  black  Bullfincnes,  he  will  be 
as  much  at  a  loss  how  to  begin  his  experi- 
ments as  I  should  be  were  I  to  set  to  work 
to  discover  the  philosopher's  stpne ;  but  if 
he  persists,  I  wish  he  may  succeed ;  and 
should  be  glad  of  a  seat  of  scarlet  Bantam's 
eggs  when  Ae  has  any  to  spare. 

CoEVo  Raeioe  Albo. 


Koteg  by  "Alector." 

Mt  late  contribution  on  eggs  has  been 
productive  of  two  communications  upon  the 
subject,  both  in  confirmation  of  the  theory 
that  I  then  advanced.  A  lady  writes  word 
that  ^'  she  has  found  the  eggs  of  Spanish 
fowls  eat  woolly."  Now  as  this  is  not  a 
general  complaint,  I  can  only  conclude  that 
the  pecuHanty  was  occasioned  by  the  diet. 
Another  correspondent  states  as  follows : — 
**  I  have  always  found  the  yolk  of  any  egg 
of  a  richer  flavour  and  a  darker  yellow  when 
fowls,  which  are  kept  in  a  coimned  space, 
have  had  a  daily  feed  of  'chopped  grass.'" 
As  the  writer  has  placed  the  words  *  *  chopped 
grass"  ill  inverted  commas,  it  is  just  possi- 
ble that  he  alludes  to  something  more  than 
they  ordinarily  imply ;  but,  if  he  simply 
mean  green  food,  I  can  well  understand 
that  the  eggs  would  be  improved  thereby. 
Qe  then  goes  on  to  say,  *'I  know  a  person 


in  a  neighbouring  village  who  lost  all  sale 
for  his  eggs,  and  also  his  own  appetite  for 
eating  those  returned  to  him.  He  imagined 
that  by  giving  them  large  doses  of  scrap 
cake  (what  is  that  P)  he  could  make  them 
lay  at  any  time.  His  hopes  were  realised, 
but  now  for  the  result ;  his  mother,  a  shop- 
keeper, endeavoured  to  eat  some  of  these 
scrap-cake  eggs,  but  could  never  get  beyond 
the  first  spoonful;  while,  to  crown  the 
whole,  the  customers  brought  back  half- 
eaten  eggs,  in  order  to  show  the  loathsome 
material  of  which  they  were  composed." 
"J.  L."  winds  up  with  stating,  **I  saw, 
last  winter,  a  quantity  of  duck  eggs,  com- 
posed of  parts  of  ampoibious  animals." 

This  latter  assertion  is  one  that  surprises 
me,  and  the  more  especially  as  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  eggs  in  question  form 
the  natural  and  common  food  of  all  ducks. 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  immediately 
discredit  everything  opposed  to  my  own 
observation  and  experience;  when  one  of 
your  correspondents  questioned  the  fact  of 
a  white  Spanish  chick  crowing  at  af  ortnight 
old,  I  did  not  join,  and  was  rewarded  by 
finding  the  statement  subsequently  con- 
finned.  I  should  like,  however,  to  have 
"J.  L.'s"  fact  confirmed,  my  own  experi- 
ence goin^  no  farther  than  having  occasion- 
ally found  a  black  spot  or  discoloration  in 
the  yolk,  which  I  have  fancied  was  the 
first  sign  of  decay ;  I  may,  however,  men- 
tion the  somewhat  analogous  case  of  persons 
being  afflicted  with  an  emission  of  foreign 
substances  (as  pins  or  needles)  from  different 
parts  of  their  bodies,  who  at  the  same  time 
were,  in  some  instances  at  least,  wholly 
unable  to  accoimt  for  their  presence.  The 
most  singular  fact  of  the  kind  on  record 
occurred  some  fifteen  years  ago  to  a  sailor 
of  the  Royal  Navy.  The  man  had  been 
in  hospital  for  some  time  with  a  severe  pain  » 
about  the  region  of  the  neck  and  shoulder. 
Something  hard  having  been  discovered 
underneath  the  skin,  an  incision  was  made, 
and  ultimately  an  iron  fork,  minus  one  of  its 
two  prongs  and  the  usual  bone  or  wooden 
handle,  was  extracted.  The  patient  denied 
ever  having  entertained  any  ostrich-like 
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propeiu^ti^s  for  such  articles  of  diet,  and 
sagaciously  remarked  that  he  "could  not 
have  swallowed  it  without  knowing  it." 
His  mother,  too,  was  unable  to  account  for 
its  presence,  but  Jack's  philosophy  was  not 
to  be  baffled,  so  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  his  "  grandmother  must  have  swallowed 
it ;"  if  so,  it  was  a  queer  way  of  handing 
down  family  plate. 

'^W.  8."  seems  to  have  a  theory  of  his 
own  about  "gizzards,"  which  he  is  appa- 
rently unwilling  to  relinquish.  The  molar 
action  of  that  organ  is  a  long  established 
principle,  and  at  one  time  was  turned  to  an 
account  which  beats  cramming  turkeys 
with  nuts  all  to  fits.  I  may  observe,  en 
paasanty  that  this  is  not  so  cruel  an  opera- 
iioD.  as  it  seems,  turkeys  in  their  wild  state 
frequently  feeding  upon  nuts.  But,  to 
return,  the  Italians,  in  order  to  give  the 
appearance  of  antiquity  to  their  modem 
cameos,  used  to  cram  poultry  with  them,  and 
after  a  certain  number  of  nours  they  were 
found  to  be  triturated  down  to  the  required 
condition.  This  object  is  now  effected  by 
acids. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  assist  "Z.  A." 
about  "fancy  rabbits."  My  experience  has 
been  chiefly  limited  to  the  common  sorts, 
and  I  do  not  feel  equal  to  giving  advice  to 
any  person  above  14  or  15  years  of  age. 


Tottington  Poultry  Show. 
The  meeting  of  this  society  which  is  held 
in  connection  with  the  agricultural  gather- 
ing, took  place  on  Friday  the  18th  inst., 
and  although  only  the  second  time  that 
I  poultry  have  been  mentioned  in  the  list  of 
premiums  offered  for  competition,  there 
was  a  very  first-rate  exhibition — especially 
in  some  classes.  The  day  was  very  fine, 
and  the  company  numerous,  including  most 
of  the  "fanciers"  from  the  surrounding 
country.  The  poultry  were  exhibited  in 
wooden  pens  with  wire-work  fronts,  the 
bottom  of  the  lower  pens  being  about  three 
feet  from  the  ground,  which  enabled  the 
visitors  to  see  and  examine  the  birds  with- 
out inoonvemenoe. 


.  The  exhibition  of  CocAiTM  was  very  good, 
there  were  fourteen  entries  for  the  lit  prise 
(cockerel  and  three  pullets)  and  all  pnd 
birds.  Mr.  Edward  Ashton,  of  Holoombe, 
carried  off  the  JirU  and  $eoond  pnize,  with 
birds  which  were  the  admiration  of  every 
body.  Mr.  Brookhouse,  of  Manchester, 
exhibited  a  choice  pen  of  Bramah  Foutras, 
which  were  highly  commended,  a&  also  were 
several  others  m  this  class. 

In  Dorkings,  though  the  pens  were 
numerous,  the  birds  were  poor  samples  of 
this  favourite  variety,  and  although  the 
prizes  were  awarded,  the  judgea  eonaideced 
the  birds  of  veiy  little  merit. 

The  show  of  Spanish  fotole  was  of  a  first-- 
class character,  both  in  old  and  young  binb, 
there  was  not  one  bad  pen  or  even  a  second- 
rate  one.  Mr.  Eden,  of  Salford,  wu  the 
successfal  exhibitor,  and  took  1st  prize  in 
both  lots.  Mr.  Openshaw,  coming  seoond 
with  very  good  biras. 

The  Game  fowU  were  consid^ped  by 
the  judges,  to  be  of  a  very  first^^oiLass  charac- 
ter ;  it  was  some  time  berore  they  oould  form 
a  decision  as  to  which  were  really  the  best 
birds:  they  were  principally  hUteh  and 
brown  breasted  reds,  and  the  stock  here 
exhibited  would  disgrace  no  exhibition, 
however  extensive.  Mr.  James  Fletcher, 
of  Bingley,  a  well-known  Game  fancier, 
carried  on  the  Ist  prize  for  young  birds, 
with  a  beautiful  pen. 

Pheasant  and  Hamburgs :  in  this  class 
were  some  tolerably  fair  birds,  but  nothing 
in  quality  to  compare  with  some  of  the 
other  classes. 

Bantams:  Mr.  Ormrod,  of  Newchurch, 
carried  off  the  1st  prize  with  a  beautiful 
pen  of  white  birds.  Captain  Snell,  of 
London,  exhibited  a  pen  of  Golden  Laced 
JBantamSy  which  were  by  some  much 
admired ;  also  a  pen  of  the  same  variety, 
exhibited  by  Mr.  W  alker,  of  Bury. 

The  Rotten  ducks  were  gooa,  but  the 
Aylesbury  very  poor ;  only  one  pen  of  the 
latter  meeting  with  the  approbation  of  the 
judges. 

Geese  were  only  of  a  middling  quality, 
nothing  worth  comment.    The  judg^  wene 
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John  WiUiams,  Esq.,  of  FaHowfield  Lodge, 
near  Manchester,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Roscoe, 
of  Knowsley,  Presoot. 

POULTRY  PRI2:E  LIST. 

Class  1.— Coohin  China  (best  cockerel  and 
three  pullets) :  Ist  prize  15s.  to  Mr.  Edward 
Ashton,  Holcombe.  2nd  prize  of  5s.  to  ditto. 
Best  cock  and  two  hens :  Ist  prize  78.  6d.  to 
Mr.  Edward  Ashton,  Holcombe,  near  Bnry.  All 
tills  class  very  highly  commended. 
'  Cuss  2.— Spanish  (best  cockerel  and  three 
pnllets) :  1st  prize  of  15s.  to  Mr.  Peter  Eden, 
Salfotd.  2nd  prize  of  58.  to  Mr.  Henry  Open- 
shaw,  Cheetham  Hill,  Manchester.  Best  cock  and 
two  hens:  1st  prize  7s.  6d.  to  Mr.  Peter  Eden, 
Salford.  This  dass  also  very  excellent. 
'  Class  8. — Dorkiwgs  (best  cockerel  and  three 
ptdlete)  :  1st  prize  of  15s.  to  Mr.  George  Potter, 
Manchester.  2nd  prize  of  5s.  to  ditto.  Best 
«ock  and  two  hens  :  1st  prize  of  7b.  6.  No  merit. 
This  class  inferior  to  the  preceding  ones. 

CliASB  4. — Gamb  (best  cockerel  and  three 
pnllets)  :  Ist  prize  of  15s.  to  Mr.  James  Fletcher, 
Bingley,  near  Bolton.  2nd  prize  of  6s.  to  Mr. 
Bichard  Grorton,  Tottington.  Best  cock  and  two 
hens  :  1st  prize  of  7s.  6d.  to  Mr.  David  Hender- 
son, Shuttleworth.  Several  pens  in  this  class 
very  highly  commended. 

Class  6. — ^Pheasants  or  Hamburgs  (best 
cockerel  and  three  pullets) :  1st  prize  of  15s.  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Wood,  Badcliffe,  near  Bury.  2nd 
prize  of  5s.  to  Mr.  James  Fletcher,  Bingley. 
Best  cock  and  two  hens  :  1st  prize  of  7s.  6d.  to 
Mr.  James  Fletcher,  Bingley. 

Class  6. — Bantams  (best  cock  and  two  hens) : 
1st  prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  G.  S.  Ormrod,  of  New- 
church.   (White  Bantams). 

Class  7. — Ducks  (Aylesbury  or  White  vari- 
eties, drake  and  three  ducks  of  any  age)  :  1st 
prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  David  Henderson,  Shuttle- 
worth.     2nd  prize  of  5s.   No  merit. 

Class  8. — ^Duoks  (Rouen  or  dark  varieties, 
best  drake  and  three  ducks  of  any  age)  :  1st 
prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  David  Henderson,  Shuttle- 
worth.  2nd  prize  of  5s.  to  Mr.  Edward  Ashton, 
Holcombe. 

Class  9. — Qbesb  (of  any  variety,  best  gander 
and  two  geese) :  1st  prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  David 
Henderson,  Shuttleworth,  near  Bury.  2nd  prize 
of  5s.  to  Mr.  Charles  Whowell,  Tottington. 


The  Cleveland  Agrionltural  Society. 

This  Society  held  its  twentv-ftrst  annual 
meeting  for  the  exhibition  of  farming  stock, 
produce,  and  implements,  at  Middlesbro', 
on  Thursday,  August  17th,  and  Friday  the 
18th,  when  there  was  gathered  a  very 
large  assemblage  of  the  landed  proprietors 
and  tenant-farmers  of  the  Cleveland  district 
and  surrounding  neighbourhoods.  **  The 
society's  show  this  vear"  observes  the 
"Yorkshire  Gazette,  "has  been  a  very 
excellent  one  in  almost  every  point  of  view. 
Cleveland  has  long  been  particularised  for 
the  production  of  an  invaluable  breed  of 
horses  —  a  breed  which,  for  producing 
hunters,  coachers,  hacks,  and  animals  for 
agricultural  purposes,  cannot  be  excelled  in 
any  other  part  oi  the  kingdom.  There  was 
therefore,  as  usual  at  the  meetings  of  this 
society,  a  magnificent  show  of  horses, 
(nearly  two  hundred) ;  and  as  this  district 
borders  so  closely  upon  the  home  of  the 
short-horns,  it  followed,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, that  there  was  considerable  compe- 
tition in  this  department  of  the  exhibition, 
though  the  entries  were  not  so  no  numerous 
as  those  of  last  year.  There  were  more 
sheep  than  last  year,  but  not  qidte  so  many 
pigs.  In  each  of  these  classes,  however, 
much  improvement  was  apparent,  as  regards 
quality.  Of  poultry  there  was  a  numerous 
collection,  and  the  efforts  that  had  been 
made  to  secure  a  good  show  of  implements 
proved  very  successful.  With  such  an 
array  of  things  agricultural,  nothing  but  a 
good  attendance  could  be  wanting  to  render 
the  present  meeting  highly  satisfactorv  in 
its  results ;  and  this  was  fully  accomplished, 
for  the  show-ground  on  Thursday,  but  still 
more  so  on  Friday,  the  principal  day,  was 
thronged  by  large  numbers  of  inquisitive 
and  intelligent  visitors,  who  doubtless 
would  not  only  derive  from  the  exhibition 
much  valuable  information  for  themselves, 
but  will  also  become  the  means  of  diffusing 
that  information  with  the  most  beneficial 
effects,  throughout  a  district  which,  alike 
in  an  agricultural  and  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  is  assuming  an  increasingly  impor- 
tant position. 
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*^  Yery  rapid  and  effectual  strides  in  the 
paths  of  extension  and  improvement  have 
been  made  by  the  Cleyeland  Agrioaltural 
Society  daring  the  last  three  or  &\a  years ; 
so  that  now  when  it  has  arrived  at  the 
period  for  celebrating  the  attainment  of  its 
majority,  it  occupies  a  proud  position  among 
the  oldest  and  best  of  these  district  societies, 
which  are  year  by  year  making  such  marked 
and  vigorous  progress,  and  gradually  di- 
minishing the  distance  which  has  hitherto 
necessarily  existed  between  them  and  their 
great  prototype-— the  Yorkshire  Society." 

The  same  writer,  referring  more  particu- 
larly to  the  show  of  domestic  poultry, 
says: — 

* '  The  pens  or  coops  comprised  considerably 
upwards  of  one  hundred,  including  Spanish, 
Dorkings,  Cochin  Chinas,  Malays,  Ghune, 
Golden  Pheasant,  Silver  Pheasant,  Chitte- 
prats  or  Corsicans,  Polands,  and  Bantams ; 
also  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  pigeons,  rabbits, 
&c.  There  were  altogether  about  thirty 
classes,  most  of  which  were  weU,  though 
not  to  say  numerously,  filled;  and  in 
several  instances  the  quality  was  very 
excellent.  The  Bantams  were  the  most 
nifinerous,  and  among  them  there  were 
some  of  the  most  compact  little  birds  we 
ever  saw  at  any  of  these  exhibitions.  The 
whole  class  was  greatly  admired," 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the 

POULTRY  AWARDS. 

Spajtish  (the  best  three  chickens),  £1  to  C 
G.  Oxley  Esq.,  Eedoar. 

DoaxiNQ  (cock  and  two  hens),  £1  to  Mr.  T, 
Stockdale,  Hilton ;  the  Rev.  Gt.  Hustler,  Apple- 
ton,  Tadcaster,  highly  commended  :  three 
chickens,  £1  to  Mr.  Watson  Dickson,  Marton, 
bred  by  Mrs,  T.  Parker,  Astley  Hall,  Chorley ; 
Miss  Wetherell,  Kirkbridge,  highly  commended. 

Cochin  China  (cock  and  two  hens),  £1  to  the 
Rev.  C.  Hustler,  Appleton ;  H.  Marshall,  Esq., 
Durham,  highly  commended :  H.  F.  Bolckow, 
Esq.,  Marton  Hall,  commended.  Three  chickens, 
£1  to  the  Eev.  G.  Hustler,  H.  Marshall,  Esq., 
Durham,  highly  commended. 

Malay  (cock  and  two  hens),  £1  to  H.  W.  F. 
Bolckow,  £^.,  Marton  Hall.  Three  chickens,  £1 
to  Mr.  John  Dodsworth,  Seamer. 


Gamb  (cock  and  two  hens),  £1,  three  entnes. 
No  award  for  want  of  merit.  Three  Qvm 
chickens,  £1  to  Mr.  Chailes  Holt,  Mount 
Pleasant,  North  Allerton. 

GoLDSH  Pheasant  (cock  and  two  hens),  £1 
to  Mr.  W.  Miller,  Ainderby  Steeple— bred  by  the 
Ear.  J.  C.  Baw ;  ditto,  highly  commended,  firf 
birds  bred  by  himself.  Three  chickens,  £1  to 
Mr.  W.  Miller ;  Mr.  C.  Holt,  conunended. 

Silver  pHSASAirr  (cock  and  two  hens),  £1  to 
Mr.  David  Hume,  Marton,  no  competition. 
Three  chickens,  £1  to  C.  C.  Oxley,  Esq.,  End- 
ear ;  Mr.  C.  Dearlove^  Preston  Junction,  highly 
commended. 

Chitteprat  or  Cobsioan  (cock  and  two  hens), 
£1  to  Mr.  Watson  Dixon,  Marton ;  the  Bev.  H. 
(Jraves,  Yarm,  highly  commended. 

Poland  (any  variety,  with  or  without  ruffe, 
cock  and  two  hens),  £1  to  H.  W.  F.  Bolckow, 
Esq.,  (white).  Cook  and  two  hens,  any  breed 
or  cross,  not  eligible  to  compete  in  any  of  the 
above  classes,  £1  to  Mr.  J.  Bichardson,  Lan- 
barugh  (golden  spangled) ;  the  Rev.  G.  Hustler, 
Appleton  (Bramah  Pootra,  one  year  old),  highly 
commended.  Three  cross-bred  chickens,  £1  to 
Rev.  G.  Hustler  (Bramah  Pootra)  two  months 
old) ;  three  silk  fowls  of  Japan,  four  months  old, 
Mr.  D.  Hume,  Marton,  highly  commended. 

Bantah  (cock  and  hen,  of  any  distinct  breed), 
£1  to  Mr.  D.  Hume,  Marton,  (silver  laced) ; 
Mrs.  W.  Fidler,  Stokesley  MiU  (white),  highly 
commended  ;  Mr.  C.  R.  Titterton,  6,  Snow-hill, 
Birmingham,  gold  laced  Bantam  cock  and  hen  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  S.  Ormesby  (white),  three  years  old, 
commended. 

Gbbsh  (gander  and  goose),  £1  to  Mr.  Thos. 
Stockdale,  Hilton ;  Mrs.  James  Storry,  Seamer 
(gray),  Hghly  commended ;  ditto  (white),  com- 
mended ;  Young  goose,  10s.,  to  Rev.  I.  F.  Newton, 
Kirby  Vicarage ;  Mrs.  James  Storry,  Seamer, 
highly  commended. 

Turkey  (cock  and  hen),  £1  to  Mrs.  James 
Storry.  Young  Turkey,  10s.,  to  Mrs.  James 
Storry. 

DuoKS  (drake  and  two  ducks,  of  any  distinct 
breed),  £1  to  Miss  Wetherell,  Ku-kbridge, 
Darlington  (Rouen) ;  Mrs.  W.  Fidler,  Stokesley 
Mill  (white  Aylesbury),  highly  commended; 
Mr.  J.  Richardson,  Lanbarugh  (black  velvet), 
commended.  Couple  of  young  ducks,  lOs.,  to 
Mrs.  W.  Fidler,  Stokesley  Mill  (white  Aylesbury) ; 
Miss  Wetherell,  Kirkbridge  (Rouen),  highly 
commended. 
Pigeons  (three  couple  of  fancy  pigeons,  each 


Digitized  by 


Google 


oonple  of  a  distinct  variety),  £1  to  Mr.  Watson 
Dixon,  Marten  (variety  carriera,  jacobins,  and 
torbitB) ;.  Mr.  0.  B.  Titterton,  Birmingham  ; 
and  Mr.  H.  Child,  Jan.,  Sherbone  Road,  BallsaU 
Heath,  Binmngham,  highly  commended. 

Babbits  (couple  of  fancy  rabbits),  10s.,  to 
Mr.  W.  IHxon,  Marton ;  Master  J.  W.  Storxy, 
Seamer,  commended. 

EXTRA   POULTRY. 

CooHiH  Chika  (a  pen  of  white  fowls),  H. 
Marshall,  Esq.,  Durham,  highly  commended; 
a  black  Cochin  China  cock,  Thomas  Hnstler, 
Ksq.,  Acklam  Hall,  commended. 

The  judges  of  the  poultry  were  T.  H.  Travis, 
Esq.,  York ;  and  W.  Torr,  Esq.,  Aylesby  Manor, 
Lincolnshire. 


Prescot  Poultry  Show. 
A  COEEESPONDENT  has  favoured  us  with 
the  prize  list  of  the  Prescot  show. 

Spanish  (cock  and  two  hens). — 1st  prize  of  £1 
to  Mr.  Wm.  Copple,  Knowsley.  2nd  prize  of 
10s.  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cooke,  Eccleston.  Highly 
commended,  Mr.  R.  Pilkington,  Middle  Hall, 
St.  Helens.  Chickens  (1854,  cock  and  two  pul- 
lets).—1st  piize  of  15s.  to  Mr.  R.  Pilkington, 
Middle  Hall.  2nd  prize  of  7s.  6d.  to  Mr.  George 
Fell,  Spring  Field,  Warrington.  Highly  com- 
mended, Mr.  Wm.  I^yon,  Knowsley. 

Cochin  China  (Buff  or  Cinnamon,  cock  and  two 
hens).-— Ist  prize  of  £1  to  Mr.  Wm.  Copple, 
Eccleston.  2nd  prize  of  10s.  to  Miss  Charlotte 
Hughea,  Sherdley  Hall,  St.  Helens.  Chickens 
(1854,  cock  and  two  pullets). — 1st  prize  of  15s. 
to  Miss  Charlotte  Hughes.  2nd  prize  of  7s.  6d. 
to  Mr.  R.  C.  Whitenay,  IrweU  House,  Runcorn. 
Highly  commended,  Mr.  E.Lyon,  Eccleston  HUl. 

Cochin  China  (White,  cock  and  two  hens). — 
1st  prize  of  15s.  withheld  ;  2nd  prize  of  7s.  6d. 
to  Captain  W.  W.  Hornby,  Knowsley  Cottage, 
Prescott.  Chickens  (1854  cock  and  two  pullets). 
—1st  prize  of  10s.  to  Mrs.  W.  Wright,  West 
Bank,  Runcorn.     2nd  prize  of  5s.  withheld. 

Dorking  (cock  and  two  hens). — 1st  prize  of 
£1  to  the  Earl  of  Sefton,  Croxteth.  2nd  prize 
of  10s.  to  Mr.  John  Hammill,  Denton*s  Green, 
St.  Helens.  Highly  commended,  Mr.  William 
Copple,  Cottager,  Knowsley.  Chickens  (1854, 
cock  and  two  pullets). — 1st  prize  of  16s.  to  Mr. 
John  Copple,  Eccleston ;  ditto  highly  commended 
for  two  other  pens.     2nd  prize  of  7s.  6d.  to  Miss 


C.   Hughes,   Sherdley  HalL    Commended,   the 

Earl  of  Sefton. 

Gahe  (cock  and  two  hens). — ^Ist  price  of  £1  to 
Mr.  A.  W.  Cooke,  Knowsley.  2nd  prize  of  10s* 
to  Mr.  John  Jones,  Prescot. 

Hamburo  (Golden  Pencilled,  cock  and  two 
hens).  1st  prize  of  £1  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Worrall, 
Knotty  Ash.  2nd  prize  of  10s.  to  Captain  W. 
W.  Hornby. 

Hamburo  (Golden  Spangled,  cock  and  two 
hens),  1st  prize  of  £1  to  Mr.  Thomas  West, 
Eccleston.  2nd  prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  George  Fell, 
Warrington. 

Hamburo  (Silver  Pencilled,  cock  and  two 
hens),  1st  prize  of  £1  to  Mr.  Edward  Worrall, 
Knotty  Ash.  2nd  prize  of  10s.  to  Lady  E.  Hop- 
wood,  Knowsley  Parsonage. 

Hamburg  (Silver  Spangled,  cock  and  two  hens). 
—1st  prize  of  £1  to  Mr.  Edward  Worrall.  2nd 
prize  of  10s.  withheld. 

Poland  (Black,  with  White  Crests,  cock  and 
two  hens). — ^^Ist  prize  of  £1  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Beesley,  Eccleston.     2nd  prize  of  10s.  to  ditto. 

Poland  (Golden,  cock  and  two  hens).  No 
exhibitor. 

Poland  ^Silver,  cock  and  two  hens).' — Ist 
prize  of  £1  to  Mr.  James  Beesley^  Yewtree 
Cottage,  Prescot.  2nd  prize  to  Mn  EUas  Lyon, 
Eccleston.  Extra  prize  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  Latch* 
ford,  Warrington. 

Bantams  (Gold  Laced,  cock  and  two  hens). — 
1st  prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Moss,  Liverpool. 

Bantams  (Silver  Laced,  cock  and  two  hens). — 
1st  prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Moss,  Liver- 
pool. 

Bantams  (White,  cock  and  two  hens). — Ist 
prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  H,  Yates,  Halsmeed  Colliery, 
Prescot 

Bantams  (Black,  cock  and  two  hens).—- 1st 
prize  of  10s.  to  Mr.  G.  W.  Moss,  Liverpool. 

Geese  (gander  and  two  geese).' — 1st  prize  of 
16s,  to  Captain  W.  W.  Hornby.  2nd  prize  of 
7s.  6d.  to  Mr,  W.  Mather,  jun.,  Finch  House, 
Knotty  Ash. 

Ducks  (White  Aylesbury,  drake  and  two 
ducks). — 1st  prize  of  15s.  to  Mr.  Henry  Worrall, 
Knotty  Ash,     2nd  prize  of  7s.  6d.  withheld. 

Ducks  (Rouen,  drake  and  two  ducks). — 1st 
prize  of  158.  to  Mr.  Henry  Worrall.  2nd  prize 
of  7s.  6d.  to  ditto. 

Turkeys  (cock  and  two  hens). — 1st  prize  of 
15s.  to  Captain  W.  W.  Hornby. 

Ducklings  (1854,  three). — 1st  prize  of  10s.  to 
Mr.  Henry  Worrall. 
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>  QoSLiVQS  (1854,  three). — Ist  prize  of  10b.  to 
Captaia  W.  W.  Hornby. 

Airr  OTHBft  DisTiHOi  Breed  or  Fowl  (cook 
and  two  hens). — FrLse  of  15s.  withheld. 

JoHH  D.  Allen,  Secretary. 


A  Short  Chapter  on  Digestion  and 
other  matters. 

"  W.  S."  is  ^uite  right  as  regards  the 
acid  (muriatic)  m  the  stomach  of  either 
fowls  or  fish.  I  refer  them  to  '*  Combes's 
Anatomy  of  Digestion,"  and  Dr.  Beau- 
mont's (American)  work. 

I  once  took  nineteen  very  large  aooms 
out  the  crop  of  a  wild  pigeon  that  I  shot 
(besides  other  vegetable  matter). 

Swine,  if  confined,  and  then  let  out,  in 
general  make  for  the  coal-heap,  and  are  not 
satisfied  with  a  smaU  quantity  of  it.  If  it 
should  contain  salts  of  copper  it  is  fatal. 
In  fact,  I  have  known  parties  that  could 
never  keep  fowls  alive  if  they  had  access 
to  the  coal-heap.  Coal  contains  carbon, 
oxygen,  hydrogen  and  nitrogen,  alkaline, 
earthy  and  common  salts,  and  sulphuret 
of  iron. 

The  king-fisher  no  sooner  swallows  a  fish 
than  the  bones  are  vomited,  deprived  of  all 
flesh;  and  the  whole  of  the  hawk  tribe 
vomit  the  quid  almost  immediately  after 
the  food  is  swallowed.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  high  digestive  powers  of  fishes 
from  their  living  as  it  were  in  acid 
(muriatic),  which  is  well  known  to  dissolve 
bones  in  double  quick  time.  **  Tom  Cringle  " 
must  be  infallible ;  the  gastric  juice  acting 
upon  iron  nails,  in  the  stomach  of  the 
Ostrich,  would  form  muriate  of  iron,  which 
pharmaceutical  mixture  would  endow  the 
bird's  digestive  organs  with  extra  gastrono- 
mic powers. 

The  kernel  of  walnuts  contains  oil, 
albumen,  &c.;  and  the  shell,  lignin,  tannin, 
&c.,  which  is  also  tonic,  and  consequently 
the  bird  fattens,  upon  highly  concentrated 
vegetable  food. 

"  8.  P.  H."  enquires  the  age  at  which 
Silver  Hambro's  begin  to  lay  ?  Silver  Pen- 
cilled Hambro's  generally  commence  lay- 


ing when  eight  or  nine  months  old,  but  the 
temperature  of  the  season  has  an  influence 
if  they  run  at  large.  If  you  wish  to  force^ 
you  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  give  the 
male  bird  an  ex&a  good  feed  in  the  after- 
noon (say  three  to  four  o'clock),  and  let 
the  pullets  have  plenty  of  flesh-meat  in 
some  form.  Those  hatched  on  the  28th  of 
March,  would  lav  in  November,  or  De- 
cember by  the  aoove  method,  some  of  the 
pullets  a  little  earlier. 

To  a  "  Liverpool  Subscriber,"  page  609, 
I  beg  to  state  that  in  these  cases,  I  have 
seen  dozens  cured  by  the  following  method : 
An  incision  is  made  in  the  crop,  the  contents 
taken  out,  and  the  crop  well  washed  with 
tepid  water,  keeping  the  fowl  up  and 
allowing  soft  meat  for  two  or  three  days. 
I  know  of  one  farm  where  they  could  not 
rear  calves,  I  know  another  where  they 
cannot  rear  a  chick,  and  another  wheze 
the  ducks  aU  die,  and  all  in  consequence  of 
"picking  up"  poisonous  matter.  The 
ducks  swallowed  barytes  instead  of  quartz 
for  the  use  of  the  gizzard.  J«  L» 


COOKS. 

Ample  top-knots. 
Hackle  and  saddle 
white,  heavily  shaded 
with  black.  Tail  black, 
intermixed  with  white. 
Breast  spangled.  Wing 
accurately  laced. 


Exhibition  Fowls. 

HO.    v. 

DT  PERMISSION  FROH  BAILT*S  "FOWLS." 

THE  POLAND. 

Black  with  White  Top-hnots, 

COCKS  AND  HBN8. 

Pure  black  plumage.  Top-knots  as  white  as 
may  be  honestly,  that  is,  without  trimming. 
Leaden  blue  legs.  Prominent  breasts.  Ample 
tails.     Straight  backs.     Even  hip  bones. 

Silver  Spanffled 


HENS. 

Top-knot  shaped  like 
a  cauliflower,  every 
feather  laced  with  black  > 
or  dark  colour.  Body 
correctly  spangled,  every 
feather  tipped  with 
metallic  black.  Wing 
laced.  Tail  tipped  with 
bUck. 
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Gold,  same  as  silver,  altering  one  colour  for  the 
other. 

Imperative  Rules, 

Blue  legs ;  coloured  top-knots  ;  laced  wings ; 
very  full  breasts  ;  correct  spangling ;  and  absence 
of  patchiness  in  colour.  Cheerfd  carriage,  and 
straight  backs,  hips,  and  tails. 

Some  of  these  birds  are  bearded,  some  are  not. 
Size  is  not  essential,  but  it  is  a  desirable  point. 


Many  years  since,  when  the  ducks  and 
geese  for  the  London  market  were  fed  near 
town,  principally  in  Essex,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  coach  proprietors  to  take  into 
consideration  the  price  of  oats,  then 
extravagantly  deax.  When  they  assembled 
they  found  a  stranger  amoi^  them,  who 
introdnced  himself  by  saying,  he  was 
interested  in  the  question,  as  he  consumed 
the  grain  in  feeding  ducks  and  geese. 
It  caused  a  hearhr  laugh  among  those 
regularly  summoned,  as  Due  of  the  party 
said  what  he  consumed  would  not  make 
much  difference.  On  comparing  notes  it  was 
however  discovered,  he  was  the  largest 
consumer  in  the  room.  J.  B. 


BOUBK  nUOKS  AND  SEBKIGHTS. 

Sir, — Would  you  be  kind  enough,  in  your 
next,  to  give  me  a  correct  description  of  the 
Rouen  duck,  including  colour,  weight  and  bill  ? 

I  beg  to  state  that  I  heartily  agree  with 
*•  H.  F.,'*  in  hia  excellent  article  on  the  Sebright 
bantam,  when  he  states  that  the  only  way  to 
brinff  a  really  perfect  bird  before  the  public 
would  be,  to  get  up  a  show  in  which  no  birds 
but  the  Silver  and  Qoldeu '^Sebright  would  be 
allowed  to  compete ;  and  also  to  offer  prizes  of 
value  sufficient  to  call  together  the  very  brst 
and  purest  birds  the  kingdom  contains.  I,  for 
one,  Mr.  Editor,  if  such  a  plan  was  put  into 
execution,  should  be  happy  to  forward  my  sub- 
scription to  any  person  named  to  receive  it.  I 
remain  yours  truly. 

An  Exhibitor  of  the  Sebright. 

Could  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any  inior- 
mation  about  the  Sebright  Bantam  Club  ? 

[Our  correspondent  >vill  find  a  full  account  of 
the  Rouen  duck  in  No.  8  of  ''The    Poultry 


Chronicle,''  page  165 ;  and  we  are  sure  the  author 
will  kindly  answer  his  questions.  In  reply  to 
the  second  item  we  will  give  an  extract  from  a 
private  letter : — "  Some  of  the  young  drakelingt 
have  weighed  upwards  of  seven  pounds  when 
dressedf  and  the  ducklings  above  six.  .  .  The 
four  old  ones  once  weighed  34  lb.,  but  this  was 
when  they  were  fed  up  foolishly ;  for  it  did  them 
an  injury."  We  once  saw  six  Rouen  ducklings 
(drakes)  weighed  in  August;  they  were  not 
owned  by  the  gentleman  above  quoted :  .  the 
weight  was  32  lb.  Early  in  our  next  volume  (to 
commence  next  week])  we  hope  to  give  informa- 
tion about  the  Sebright  Bantam  Club.  The 
exhibition  is  held  in  February.  Wo  heartily 
wish  we  could  assist  in  forming  anything  89 
pretty  as  a  bantam  show  would  be.— En.] 

the  POISON  OF  MONKSHOOD,  ETC. 

Sir, — Many  of  your  readers  and  correspond- 
ents may  not  be  aware  that  the  seeds  of  the 
monkshood,  and  I  believe  other  parts  of  the 

?lant  also,  are  a  deadly  poison  to  poultry.  This 
proved  to  my  cost  the  other  day,  for,  on  the 
person  who  usually  feeds  my  poultry  gathering 
some  of  the  seed  near  where  they  are  fed,  some 
of  it  was  shed,  and  eaten  by  the  fowls,  which 
caused  the  death  of  them  in  a  very  short  time, 
and  without  any  warning.  I  see  that  the  plant 
is  described  as  poisonous,  and  that  it  acts  upon 
the  nervous  system,  and  especially  the  brain, 
producing  a  sort  of  nhrenzy.  And  such  were 
just  the  symptoms  aisplayed  in  these  fowls. 
There  was  no  premonitory  drowsiness,  or  other 
symptom  to  admonish  that  all  was  not  right,  but 
the  fowls  seemed  quite  well  one  moment,  and 
carried  off  in  a  kind  of  fit  the  next.  Possibly 
some  of  your  correspondents  may  be  able  to 
suggest  what  might  have  proved  a  remedy  under 
such  circumstances. 

Let  me  also  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  a 
consideration  altogether  unconnected  with  the 
present  subject,  and  that  is,  whether  your 
*'  Poultry  Chronicle  *'  might  not  also  become  a 
bce-keeper*s  manual.  This  seems  to  me  a  sub- 
ject most  fitly  connected  with  that  at  present 
contemplated  in  your  periodical ;  and  our  present 
war  with  Russia,  from  which  country,  it  is  well 
known,  our  chief  supply  of  honey  is  derived,  may 
make  this  a  subject  of  greater  commercial  im- 
portance than  it  is  at  present,  and  be  a  means  of 
introducing  an  improved  plan  of  bee  culture 
upon  that  which  is  at  present  generally  practised 
in  England.  W.  N. 

[We  should  be  delighted  to  make  <<  The  Poul- 
try Chronicle  **  a  bee-keeper's  manual,  for  it  is  a 
subject  which  would  not  require  more  space  than 
we  could  spare,  by  a  little  economy.  It  appears 
likely  that  care  might  render  the  supply  of  honey 
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more  abundant  than  it  is  at  present;  and  we 
would  be  Tory  mueh  obliged  to  **  W.  N./'  or  any 
of  onr  correspondents  who  could  send  us  plain 
directions  for  the  management  of  bees,  and 
instructions  which  would  m  useful  to  those  who 
are  anxious  to  oommenoe  keeping  them.— Ed.] 


ON  THB  GIZZARD. 

SiB,— For  the  information  of  your  correspond- 
ent, *'W.  S./'  I  beg  to  state  that  the  most 
elaborate  and  satisfactory  inyestigation  "  regard- 
ing the  giziard*'  was  undertaken,  many  years 
since,  by  the  eelebrated  Spallanzani.  The  extra- 
ordinary results  which  he  obtained  were  pub- 
lished uj  him  in  a  work  (the  title  of  which  I  do 
not  remember)  that  can  doubtless  be  seen  in  the 
library  of  the  British  Museum.  Tom. 


AGS  OF  OHIOKERS. 

Mb.  Editob, — I  remember  to  have  seen  in 
one  of  your  late  numbers,  probably  the  last,  a 
letter  on  the  subject  of  mis-statements  of  the 
ages  of  poultry  for  exhibition ;  and  I  fancy  that 
in  comtuenting  upon  it  yon  expressed  yourself  to 
the  effect  that  the  practice  of  enforcing  such 
statements  ought  to  be  abandoned,  as  they  are 
seldom  correctly  gi^en,  and  in  fact  are  no  guide 
to  the  judges,  to  whom  it  would  appear  they  are 
not  submitted.  May  I  be  allowed  to  say  a  few 
words  on  each  of  these  points  ? 

First,  I  am  unwilling  to  belieye  that  such 
mis-statements  are  so  common  as  you  suppose. 
Poultry  exhibitors  belon?,  for  the  most  part,  to 
*  class  who  have  too  much  self-respect  to  forfeit 
their  good  faith  by  a  delinquency  of  this  kind. 
Cases  to  the  contrary  are  happily  exceptional 
ones ;  and  it  is  less  miBchieyous  to  the  interests  of 
poultry  societies  that  an  unprincipled  exhibitor 
should  take  a  prize  by  dint  of  a  falsehood,  than 
that  the  principle  of  requiring  the  statement  in 
question  should  be  abandoned.  I  mean,  of 
course,  if  those  statements  enter  at  all  into  the 
matter  of  adjudicating.  If  they  do  not,  they  are 
simply  nugatory,  or  rather  operate  merely  as  a 
temptation  to  some  people  to  speak  falsely. 

But  let  me  ask,  is  it  a  fact  that  they  are  no 
guides  to  the  judges  ?  If  such  be  the  case,  it 
appears  to  me  that  no  fact  could  be  stated  more 
disadvantageous  to  the  cause  of  poultry  exhibi- 
tions. In  the  infancy  of  such  associations,  when 
iU-bred  or  otherwise  inferior  birds  were  sent  to 
compete,  because  their  owners  kept  no  better, 
the  question  of  age  might  be  comparatively  unim- 
portant ;  but  at  the  present  time,  when  the  points 
required  are  so  well  understood,  the  question  of 
age  is  certainly  a  most  material  one.  Indeed,  it 
seems,  in  cases  of  equality  in  other  respects,  to 
be  the  only  fair  criterion  remaining.    The  mere 


fact  of  loeiffhtf  top  frequently  resorted  to,  is  not 
always  the  true  test,  and,  in  this  instance,  would 
probably  mislead.  To  decide  absolutely  by 
iceiffht  wotdd  be,  for  the  most  part,  to  select  the 
oldest  birds,  which  are  frequently  not  the  best. 
The  province  of  a  judge  then  is,  not  to  decide  a 
doubtful  case  simply  by  the  rule  of  weight,  which 
any  man  can  do,  but  to  bfdance  the  fact  of  weight 
with  the  assumed  fact  of  age^  which  every  man 
cannot  do. 

To  set  aside  this  test  is  to  sacrifice  one  of  the 
primary  advantages  of  poultry  competition,  viz., 
to  secure  the  greatest  perfection  in  the  shortest 
time,  and  therefore  at  the  smallest  outlay. 
Weight  can  almost  always  be  gained  with  aa 
unlimited  allowance  of  time,  but  it  will  be  gained 
at  the  sacrifice  of  utility.    The  purpose  of  com* 

Setition  will,  as  a  natural  consequence,  be 
iverted  into  another  channel.  If  it  is  ruled 
that  age  is  nothing,  and  size  or  weight,  whenso* 
ever  attained,  is  everything,  poultry  Jjandere 
may  amuse  themselves  in  paa^ring  weir  birds 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other;  but 
poultry  managers  will  be  discouraged,  and  the 
public  not  benefited. 

I  have  only  to  add  one  word  to  poultry  judges. 
Let  them  give  a  true  verdict  according  to  aU  the 
facts,  not  awarding  prizes  to  pens  which  primd 
facie  would  be  more  likely  to  please  the  eve  of  a 
spectator,  but  to  those  which  cateris  parious  are 
best  entitled  to  them  on  the  ground  of  good 
management. 

The  perfection  of  sItiU  in  feeding  and  tending 
is  to  anticipate  in  some  measure  the  processes  of 
time,  and  when  it  succeeds,  it  ought  in  all  fair- 
ness to  be  rewarded.  B. 

[Our  reason  for  doubtins  the  use  of  entering 
the  ages  of  the  birds  at  shows  is  not  founded 
on  a  suspicion  that  exhibitors  would  misrepresent 
intentionally f  but  from  the  probability  of  mis- 
takes, arising  from  the  extreme  difficulty  which 
every  amateur  who  rears  two  or  three  himdred 
chickens,  in  which  the  broods  are,  at  a  certain 
age,  generally  turned  into  one  run,  must  find  in 
picking  out  each  brood,  and  consequently  in 
knowing  the  exact  age  of  each  chicken.  We 
should  be  much  obliged  if  some  gentlemen  who 
have  acted  on  committees  at  poullTy  shows  would 
tell  us  if  we  are  right  in  the  supposition  that  the 
ages  of  the  fowls  in  all  the  pens  are  not  handed  to 
the  judges  before  commencing  their  ta$k. — Ed.] 

HAMBinia  PXJht&TB  ASJ>  THE  SEBUaHf  OLUB. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  the  question  of  **  S. 
P.  H."  in  the  **  Poultry  Chronicle"  of  to-day, 
with  repird  to  the  Hamburg  pullets,  I  think 
**  S.  P.  H."  may  be  certain  of  their  beginning  to 
lay  in  October,  if  not  earlier ;  but  thii,  of  course, 
it  is  needless  to  say,  depends  greatly  upon  the 
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manner  in  which  the  birds  Are  treated.  Pullets 
haTing  a  good  grass  run  will  always  lay  sooner 
than  those  that  have  not  the  same  priTilege. 

If  yon  could  find  space  in  your  valuable  paper, 
many  of  vour  readers  would,  I  think,  feel  greatly 
obliged  oy  your  publishing  the  rules  of  the 
Sebright  Bantam  Club,    Yours  faithfully, 

Gams  Chicken. 


tmUTT  OF  THE  "POULTRY  CHBOKIOIiB." 

Mr.  Editor,— I  had  hardly  finished  reading 
the  letter  of  your  eorrespondent,  **Gkune 
Chicken,*'  relatiTe  to  his  <'  treatment  of  a  sick 
fowl,"  when  a  white  Dorking^  pullet  was  brought 
up  from  my  yard  in  a  precisely  similar  state  to 
the  Silver  Pencilled  Hamburg  ne  described.  I 
at  once  bled  the  pullet  in  both  wings.  It  seemed 
relieved  directly,  and  the  next  morning  was 
much  better.  Two  days  on  soft,  cooling  food, 
completed  the  cure  without  any  medicine.  Now, 
had  I  not  seen  your  correspondent's  letter,  I 
should  haTe  giren  physic,  as  I  have  often  done 
before,  but  in  all  likelihood  without  success.  I 
hope  the  "  Qame  Chicken "  will,  therefore, 
accept  my  thanks,  and  continue  to  use  the  **  P. 
C."  as  the  medium  for  communicating  his  "  ex- 
periences." Thomas  Prateb. 

SIIiVBR  HAUBUROS. 

Bbab  Sib, — ^Though  I  hare  been  so  uncour- 
teous  as  not  to  respond  to  your  wish  (at  present) 
to  give  a  second  article  on  my  **  white  Dorkings," 
I  cannot  be  so  ungallant  as  not  to  send  your  fair 
correspondent, "  S.  P.  H.," areply  to  her  question 
about  her  Hamburgs:  tell  her  we  have  some 
here  hatched  about  the  24th  of  February,  and 
one  of  the  pullets  commenced  laying  about  ten 
days  ago  from  this  date.  She  can  draw  her  own 
conclusions.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

J.  C,  of  Dorking. 


Poultry  Market,  Leadenhall. 

The  absence  from  London  of  all  the 
principal  consnmers  of  poultry,  and  the 
influx  of  large  quantities  of  grouse,  have 
had  a  visible  effect  on  the  market,  in  dimi- 
nishing the  demand  for  poultry  in  general. 
The  history  of  the  supply  and  sale  of  grouse 
is  always  the  same — it  varies  accordmg  to 
the  arrivals  ixom  Scotland.  Many  thou- 
sands come  in  by  every  steamer;  and,  while 
the  picked  birds  realise  good  prices,  the 
old,  small,  and  mutilated  are  difficult  to 
sell  at  a  3  J .  We  cannot  too  strongly  impress 
on  senders  that  small  lots  of  fresh  young 


birds  will  pay  well,  but  large,  indifferent 
parcels,  will  hardly  meet  a  satisfactory  sale. 

Large  Fowls 4s.  6d.  to  5b.  Od.  eacL 

Small  do 3s.  Od.  to  38.  6d.  „ 

Chickens Is.  9d.  to  2s.  6d.  „ 

Ducks    2s,  6d.  toSs.  3d.  „ 

Geese  6s,  6d.  to  Gs.  6d.  „ 

Leverets    4s.  Od.  to  48.  6d.  ,, 

Pigeons Os.  8d.  to  Os.  9d.  ,, 

Babbits Is.  44.  to  Is.  6d.  „ 

Wild  do Os.  lOd.  to  la.  Od.  „ 

Grouse Is.  3d.  to  3s.  Od.  „ 


f  0  &mtST^mMi. 

Alpha.— The  tail  of  a  Silver  Pencilled  Hambmv  cock 
should  be  black,  edged  with  silver.  The  black  should 
be  the  dominant  c<uour.  Buch  a  bird  as  you  describe 
is  worth  every  care,  as  they  are  exceedingly  scarce. 

To  an  American  CoTUemporary. — A  fWr  correspondent 
to  an  American  journal  writes  :  "May  not  Dorking 
fowls  have  yellow  legs  ?  Some  of  your  corre«>ondents 
say  they  miut  be  white.  Among  my  sohooldfty  reool- 
i-ecollections  is  the  image  of 

'  An  old  white  hen  with  yellow  legs. 
That  laid  her  master  many  eggs. 
She  has  ever  been  my  beau  ideal  of  a  perfect  hen ;  and 
the  impression  was  doubtless  strengthened  by  seeing 
my  mother  invariably  prefer  such  for  the  table.  When 
some  of  my  own  beautiful  white  Dorkings  appeared, 
supported  upon  golden  x)ede8tals,  provided  with  the 
requisite  number  of  toes,  I  smoothed  their  little 
downy  heads  with  more  than  ordinary  satisfiiction, 
and  considered  them  quite  the  aristocracy  of  the 
brood.  Am  I  now  to  be  told  that  they  are  not  Dor- 
kings? I  have  thought  of  writing  a  book  upon 
poiutry,  so  as  to  be  deemed  authority ;  but  unfor- 
tunately I  must  say  (just  under  my  breath  of  course), 
that  I  have  nothjng  else  to  put  in  it,  for  I  do  not 
know  a  Shanghai  from  a  Cochin  China.  So  in  my 
perplexity,  Mr.  Editor,  I  appeal  to  you.  and  if  it  has 
never  been  permitted  before,  do  grant  a  aispensation  to 
Dorking  fowls  to  wear  yellow  lera. — Alla.  du  Pays." 
To  which  the  Editor  replies :  "  We  should  be  glad  to 
solve  our  correspondent's  problem,  but  a  consulta- 
tion, held  in  our  library,  shows  so  much  disagreement 
on  this  subject  among  the  doctors,  that  rawer  Uian 
take  the  attitude  of  umpire  ourselves,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  Editor  of  'The  Poultry  Chronicle'  for  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty. " — ^We  are  much  flattered 
that  our  opinion  stands  so  high  among  our  trans- 
atlantic brethren,  and  we  are  very  sorry  our  first 
verdict  must  dispel  an  illusion.  However  the  golden 
colour  mentioned  may  rejoice  the  eyes  of  a  '*  d^ger," 
or  be  sought  in  California  or  Australia,  when  found 
on  the  continuations  of  a  Dorking  fowl  it  is  to  our 
mind  an  immistakable  proof  of  a  favx  pas.  We  do 
not  accuse  the  present  inhabitants  of  our  fkir  querist's 
yard  with  being  the  actual  culprits,  as  it  is  notorious 
that  the  effect  of  a  mimlliance  that  took  place  years 
ago  may  only  now  show  itself.  We  r^;ret  we  cannot 
grant  a  dispensation  for  this  Malvolio-like  fieincy  or 
propensity. 
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FOWLS.--By  John  Bailt.  Just  PubKahed, 
the  Second  Edition  of  the  above  work,  with  which 
is  reprinted  the  Fourth  Edition  of  "The  Dorking  Fowl," 
convcted,  rerised,  and  considerably  enlarged.  It  con- 
tains deflcriptiye  Tables  of  all  the  Fowls  now  exhibited, 
giving  in  few  words  their  chief  points  and  qualifications, 
with  copious  rules  for  their  selection  and  management 
Price  28. ;  by  post,  2s.  6d. 

John  Bailt,  113,  Mount  Street,  Grosvenor  Square, 
London. 


YEOVIL  AND  WEST  SOMERSET  POUL- 
TRY SHOW.— Wkdnkday,  September  20th. 
Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  John  Glydb,  Jun.,  Yeovii 
Entries  cloae  8th  September.  On  receipt  of  a  postage 
stamp  Prize  Lists  will  be  forwarded  on  application  to 
the  Secretary. 


ANTWERP  CARRIER  PIGEONS.— Ama- 
teurs can  now  obtain  a  supply  of  the  best  strain 
of  these  birds,  at  a  moderate  price.  They  are  im- 
ported from  a  gentleman  in  Belgiiun,  who  can  be 
referred  to.  Two  pigeons  bred  from  the  bird  which 
won  the  First  Prize  at  Brussels  last  year,  doing  600 
miles  in  12  hours  and  40  minutes,  can  be  seen  at  the 
advertiser's,  who  can  give  every  i]]ibrmation  respecting 
the  breed  and  training  of  these  extraordinary  pigeons. 
A.  White,  Publisher,  31,  Holywell  Street,  Strand, 
London. 

TO    POULTRY    FANCIERS.— A   firat-rate 
OTMportunity  is  now  afforded  of  purchasing  cheap 
firat-rate  DORKING,  GOLDEN  PENCILLED  HAM- 
BURG, and  WHITil  COCHIN  CHICKENS,  all  bred 
from  First  Prize  Birds. 
Apply  to  R.  Atkinson,  Singleton  Park,  Kendal. 

PIGEONS.— A  TREATISE  on  the  Art  of 
Breeding  and  Managing  Fancy  ligeons.  Also, 
how  to  breed  the  Antwerp,  or  most  subtle,  cunning, 
sharpest-flying  Pigeon  for  Homeing.  Carefully  com- 
piled from  the  best  authors,  containing  the  whole  of 
the  Works  of  Moore,  1736;  Mayor,  1765;  Girtin; 
Boys,  Esqr's  Notes.  With  observations  and  reflec- 
tions, by  J.  M.  Eaton,  with  seven  elegantly-engraved 
coloured  Portraits  (large  as  life)  by  Wolstenholme. 

Published  by,  and  to  be  obtained  of,  the  author, 
John  Matthews  Eaton,  7,  Islington  Green,  London, 
price  10s.,  post  free.  Money  Orders  payable  86, 
Upper  Street,  Islington. 

TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING. 


TANNED  GARDEN  NETTING  for  Pre- 
serving Fruit-trees  fi*om  Frost,  Bliffht,  Birds,  Ac. ; 
also  as  a  fence  for  Fowls,  Pigeons,  Seed-beds,  &c. 

Prices :— 1  yard  wide,  l^d. ;  2  j^rds  wide,  3d. ;  and 
4  yards  wide,  6d.  per  yard ;  100  yards,  2  yards  wide, 
for  20s.,  sent  carriage  free.  Orders  by  post,  with  re- 
mittance, punctually  attended  to. 

To  be  had  in  any  quantity  at  George  Eaton  &  Co.'s 
Fishing-Rod  and  Tackle  Manufactory,  6  &  7,  Crooked 
Lane,  London. 


THOMAS  FRICKER,  Game,  Poultajy,  Pork, 
Venison,  and  Egg  Salesman,  Leadenhall  Market,    | 
London.  i 

A  FEW  Firstrclass  PARTRIDGE  COCHINS   i 
for  Sale.    Also,  some  BUFF  CHICKEITB  of  great 
beauty,  and  SEBRIGHT  BANTAMS.    Prices  mode-    I 
rate.--OAPTAiN  Snell,  St.  Swithin's  Lane,  London. 

PRIZE  PIGEONS.— To  be  Sold,  cheap,  a  I 
PAIR  of  FANTAILS,  Prize  Birds,  at  Yarmouth,    | 
1853 ;  commended  at  Cheltenham  and  Bath,  1S54. 

Also,  some  Pouters,  including  the  Pri2»  Hen  at 
the  London  Summer  Show,  1853;  and  a  Fair  of 
Jacobins.  «, ,   , . 

H.  H.  SwiPT,  Purton,  near  Swindon,  Wiltshne. 

FIRST-CLASS  DORKING  FOWLS  FOR 
SALE.— A  few  choice  Dorking  Chickens  are  now 
on  Sale,  all  bred  from  Birds  purchased  regardless  of 
expense,  £h>m  the  Yards  of  Captain  Hornby,  E.N., 
the  Hon.  and  Rev.  S.  W.  Sawley,  Rev.  J.  Boys,  Mn. 
Townley  Parker,  Ac,  and  which  took  First  Prizes  at 
Birmingham,  Reigate,  Hitchin,  Southwell,  Leeds, 
and  the  Great  Metropolitan. 

Apply  to  Mr.  Hknby  Smith,  the  Grove,  GropweU 
Butwr,  near  Bingham,  Nottinghamshire. 

FOR    POULTRY    HOUSES. 
LIGHT,  CHEAP,  and   DURABLE    B00FIK6. 

nROGGON'S  PATENT  ASPHALTE 
vy  ROOFING  FELT  is  perfectly  impervious  to  rain. 
snow,  and  frost,  and  has  been  tested  by  a  long  and 
extensive  experience  in  all  climates.  Saves  half  the 
timber  required  for  slates.  Can  be  laid  on  with  great 
fadlity  by  farm  servants  or  impractised  persons. 

Price  Id.  per  square  foot.  CROGGON'S  PATENT 
NON-CONDUCTING  FELT  for  covering  Steam- 
boilers  and  Pipes,  saves  25  per  cent,  of  fuel 

Samples  and  Testimonials  sent  by  poet,  on  applica- 
tion to  CROGGON  ft  Co..  2,  Dowgate  Hill,  London, 
who  also  supply  SHIP  SHEATHING  FELT,  and 
INODOROUS  FELT,  for  Damp  Walls,  and  lining 
Iron  Houses  and  Roofs  generally,  to  equalise  the 
tempeititure. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  ADyEBTX6EMEMT& 
•    Six  Lines  (about  50  words)    Ss.    Od. 

For  every  additional  Line Os.    4d. 

Latest  hour  for  Advertisements,  Twelve  o'clock  on 
Monday.  To  prevent  delay,  advertisers  are  requested 
to  enclose  a  remittance  with  their  advertisements. 

Yearly  Sttbscription,  for  the  stamped  edition,  ISs. ; 
half-yearly,  6s.  6d. ;  quarterly,  38.  3d. ;  payable  in 
advance. 


Printed  by  William  Bradbuiy,  of  No.  18,  Upper  Wolmra  yi«ce. 
in  the  Parish  of  St.  Pancras,  and  Prederick  Mullett  Evans,  of 
No.  27,  Victoria  Street,  in  the  Parish  of  St,  Margaret  ud  St. 
John.  Westminster,  bdth  in  the  county  of  Middlesex.  PHnterN 
at  their  Office  in  Lombard  Street,  in  the  Pwselnct  of  White- 
ftiars,  in  the  City  of  London,  and  Published  by  them  at  No.  11, 
Bottverie  Street,  Plect  Street;  to  whom  aU  Ordeniaiid  Adw- 
tisements  must  be  addressed,  and  Post^fflce  Ordcra  m«Ae 
Payable.   Wednesday,  Augast  30, 18M. 
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